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‘SUMMARY ACCOUNT 


O.B., Hee, 


Divers Difpenfations ée GOD to Men: 


FROM 


The Beginning of the World, to That of our 


prefent Age, by the Miniftry and -Teftimony 
of his Faithful Servant GzorGE Fox, as an 
Introduction to the enfuing ee 


~™, IVERS have been the difpenfations of God fince the 
creation of the world, unto the fons of men; but the 
f} great end of all of them has been the renown of his own 
gv excellent name in the.creation and reftauration of man: 

"Man, the emblem of himfelf, as a god on earth, and 
the ‘glory of all his works. The world began with innocency : All 
was then good that the good God. had made: And as he bleffed the 


works of his hands, fo their natures and harmony magnified him 


their Creator. Then the morning ftars fang together for joy, and 
all parts) of his works faid neh, to his law. ”Not a jarr in the 
whole frame, but man in paradife, the beafts in the field, the fowl 
in the air,- the fith in the fea, the lights i in the heavens, the fruits 


‘ of the earth $ yea the air, the earth, als water and fire worthipped, 


praifed and: exalted. his power, wifdom and goodnelfs. _O holy fab- 


~ bath, O holy day to the Lord! 


But this happy ftate lafted not long: rede man, the crown bod 
glory of fhe whole, being tempted to ‘afpire above his place, un- 
appily. yielded again{t command and duty, as well as intere(t and 


‘felicity. ; and fo. fell: below it, loft the divine image, the wifdom, | 
_ power and. purity he was made in. .By-which, being no longer fit 
- for paradife, he was expelled that garden of God, his | proper dwell- 


a) on refidence, and was drives fen out, as a poor vagabond, from the 
| a _ pre- 
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prefence of the Lord, to wander in the earth, the habitation of 
beatts. ale | 
Yet God, that made him, had pity on him; for he feeing he was 
deceived, and that it was not of malice, or an original prefumption 
in him, but through the fubtilty of the ferpent (that had firft fallen 
from his own ftate, and by the mediation of the woman, man’ sown 
nature and companion, whom the ferpent had firft deluded) in his 
infinite goodnefs and wifdom found out a way to repair the breach, 
recover the lofs, and reftore fallen man again by a nobler and more 
excellent Adam, promifed to be born of a woman; that as by 
means of a woman the evil one had prevailed upon man, by a wo- 
man alfo He fhould come into the world, who would prevail again{t 
him, and bruife his head, and deliver man from his power: And 
which, in a fignal manner, by the difpenfation of the Son of God in 
the fleth, in the fulnefs of time, was perfonally and fully accom- 
plifhed by him, and in him, as man’s Saviour and Redeemer. 

But his power was not limited, in the manifeftation of it, to that 


- time; for both before and fince his bleffed manifeftation in the flefh, 


he has been the light and life, the rock and ftrength of all that ever 
feared God: Prefent with them in their temptations, followed them 
in their travels and afflictions, and fupported and carried them thro’ 
and over the difficulties that have attended them in their earthly 
pilgrimage. By this, Abel’s heart excelled Cain’s, and Seth obtained 
the Pre-emineyce, and Enoch walked with God. It was this that 
firove with the old world, and which they rebelled againft, and 
which fanétified and inftruéted Noah to Salvation. 

But the outward difpenfation that followed the benighted ftate of 
man, after his fall, efpecially among the patriarchs, was generally 
that of angels; as the fcriptures of the Old Teftament do in many 
places exprefs, as to Abraham, Jacob, é&c. The next was that of 
the law by Mofes, which was alfo delivered by angels, as the apoftle 
tells us. This difpenfation was much outward, and fuited to a low 
and fervile ftate; called therefore that of a fchoolmafter, to point 
out and prepare that people to look and long for the Meffiah, who 
would deliver them from the fervitude of a ceremonious and im- 
perfect difpenfation, by knowing the realities of thofe myfterious re- 
prefentations in themfelves. In this time the law was written, on 
ftone, the temple built with hands, attended with an outward prieft- 
hood and external rites and ceremonies, that were fhadows of the 
good things that were to come, and were only to ferve till the Seed 
came, or the more excellent and general manifeftation of Chrift, to 
whom was the promife, and to all men only in him, in whom it was 
Yea and Amen-; even life from death, immortality and eternal life. 

This the prophets forefaw, and comforted the believing Jews in 
the certainty of it ; which was the top of the Mofaical difpenfation,,.~ 
and which ended in John’s miniftry, the forerunner of the-Meflialy 
as John’s was finifhed in him, the fulnefs of all. And God} th 
at fundry times and in divers manners had fpoken to the fathers by 
his fervants the prophets, {pake then by his Son Chrift Jefus, “ who 
“is heir of all things ;” being the gofpel-day, whichis the difpenfa-. 
tion of fonthip : Bringing in thereby a nearer teftament, and a better 

ait at hope, 


4 


The PREF AC Bi 


hope, even the beginning of the glory of the latter days, and of the 
veftitution of all things; yea, the reftoration of the kingdom unto 
Hrael. . 

Now the Spirit, that was more fparingly communicated in former 
difpenfations, began to be ** poured forth upon all flefh,” according 
to the prophet Joel, and the light that fhined in darknefs, or but 
dimly before, the moft gracious God caufed to fhine out of dark~ 
nets, and the day-ftar began to arife in the hearts of believers, giy-~ 
ing unto them the knowledge of God in the face (or appearance) of 
his Son Chrift Jefus. 

Now the poor in fpirit, the meek, the true mourners, the hungry 
and thirfty after righteoufnefs, the peace-makers, the pure in heart, 
the merciful, and the perfecuted, came more efpecially in remem-= 
brance before the Lordy and were fought out and bleffed by Ifrael’s 
true Shepherd. Old Jerufalem with her Children grew out of datey 
and the new Jerufalem into requeit, the mother of the fons of the 
gofpel-day. Wherefore no more at old Jerufalem, nor at the moun- 
tain of Samaria, will God be worfhipped above other places; for, 
behold, he is declared and preached a Spirit, and he will be known as 
fuch, and worfhipped in the Spirit and in the Truth. He will come 
nearer than of old time, and he will write his law in the heart, and 
put his fear and Spirit in the inward parts, according to his promife. 
Then figns, types, and {hadows flew, away, the; day having difco- 


vered their infufficiency in not reaching to the infide of the cup, . 
to the cleanfing of the confcience; and all elementary fervices were: 


expired in and by him that is the fubftance of all. 

And to this great’and blefled end of the difpenfation of the Son of 
God, did the apoftles teftify, whom he had chofen and anointed by 
his Spirit, to turn the Jews from their prejudice and fuperftition, and 
the Gentiles from their vanity and idolatry, to Chrift’s Light and 
Spirit that fhined in them; that they might be quickened from the 
fins and trefpaffes in which they were dead, to ferve the Living God 
in the newnefs of the Spirit of Life, and walk as children of the 
light, and of the day, even the day of holinefs: For fuch “ put on 
«© Chrift,” the light of the world, ‘* and make no-more provifion for 
‘* the flefh, to fulfil the lufts thereof.” So that the Light, Spirit, 
and Grace that comes by Chrift, and appears in man, was what the 
apoftles miniftred from, and turned peoples minds unto, and in which 
they gathered and built up the churches of Chrift in their day. For 
_ which caufe they advifed them not to quench the Spirit, but wait for 
the Spirit, and {peak by the Spirit, and pray by the Spirit, and walk 
in the Spirit too, as that which approved them the truly begotten 
childrer of God, “ born not of flefh and blood, nor of the will of 
“« man, but of the will of God;” by doing his will, and denying 
_ their own; by drinking of Chrift’s cup, and being baptized with his 
 baptifm of felf-denial: The way and path that all the heirs of life 
have trod to bleffednefs. But alas! even in the apoftles days (thofe 
bright ftars of the firft magnitude of the-gofpel-light) fome clouds 
(foretelling an eclipfe of this primitive glory) began to appear, and 
feveral of them, ave early caution-of it to the chriftians of their 
time ; that even fh 
pe a falling 
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en there was, and yet would be more and more,» 
he 
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a falling away from the power of godlinefs, and the purity of that 
fpiritual difpenfation, by fuch as thought to make a fair thew in the 
fiefh, but with whom the offence of the crofs ceafed : Yet with this 
comfortable conclufion, that they faw beyond it a more glorious time 
than ever, to the true church. Their fight was true, and what 
they foretold to the churches, gathered by them in the name and 
power of Jefus, came fo to pafs: For chriftians degenerated apace 
into outfides, as days, and meats, and divers other ceremonies. And 
which was worfe, they fell into ftrife and contention about them, 
feparating one from another, then envying, and, as they had power, 
perfecuting one another, to the fhame and fcandal of their common 


_chriftianity, and grievous {tumbling and offence of the heathen, 
- among whom the Lord had fo long and fo marveloufly preferved 


them. And having got at laft the worldly power into their hands, 
by kings and emperors embracing the chriftian ‘profeffion, they 
changed what ‘they could the kingdom of Chrift, »which is not of 
this world, into a worldly kingdom; or at leaft ftiled the worldly 
kingdom that was in their hands the kingdom of Chrift, and fo 
they became worldly, and not true chriftians. Then human inven- 
tions and novelties, both in do&rine and worfhip, crowded faft 
into the church, a door being opened thereunto by the grofinefs and 
carnality that appeared then among the generality of chriftians ; who 
had long fince left the guidance of God’s meek and heavenly Spirit, 
and given themfelves up to fuperftition, will-worfhip, and voluntary 
humility. And as fuperftition is blind, fo it is heady and furious ; 
for all muft ftoop to its blind:and boundlefs zeal, or perith by it: 
In the name of the Spirit, perfecuting the very: appearance of the 
Spirit of God in others, and oppofing that in them which they re- 
fifted in themfelves, viz. the Light, Grace, and Spirit of the Lord. 
Jefus Chrit;-but always under the notion of innovation, herefy, 
ichifm, or fome fuch plaufible name. ‘Though chriftianity allows of 
no name or pretence whatever for perfecuting of any man for mat- 
ters of mere religion ; religion being in its very nature meek,» gentle, 
and forbearing ; and confifts of faith, hope, and charity, which no 
perfecutor can have, whilft he remains a perfecutor ; in that a man 
cannot believe well, or hope well, or have-a charitable or tender re- 
gard to another, whilft he would violate his mind or perfecute’ his 
body for matters of faith or worfhip towards his God. ” 
Thus the falfe church {prang up, and modnted the chair. But 
though fhe loft her nature, fhe would keep her good name of the 
Lamb's bride, the true church and mother of the faithful; conftrain- 
ing all ‘to receive her mark, either in their forehead or right-hand, 
publickly or privately : But in deed and in truth the was Myftery Ba~ 
bylon, the mother of harlots: Mother of thofe that with all their 
how and outlide of religion, were adulterated and gone from the 
Spirit, nature, and life of Chrift, and grown vain, worldly, ambi- 
tious, covetous, cruel, &c. which are the fruits of the fleth, and not 
of the Spirit. ; “ 
_ Now it was that the true church fled into the wildernefs, that is, 
from {uperftition and violence to a retired, folitary, and lonely ftate ; 


jhidden and as it were out of fight of men, tho’ not out of the world : 


“Which 
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Which thews that her wonted vifibility was not effential to the being: 


of a true church in the judgment of the Holy Ghoft; the being as 
true a church in the wildernefs,; though not as vifible and luftrious, 
as when fhe was in her former*{plendor of profeflion. In this ftate 
many attempts fhe made to return, but the waters were yet too high, 
and her way blocked up, and many of her excellent children in 
feveral nations and centuries fell by the cruelty of fuperftition, be- 
caufe they would not fall from their faithfulnefs to the truth. 

The laft age did fet fome fteps towards it, both as to doétrine; 
worthip, and practice. But practice quickly failed, for wickednefs 
flowed in a little time, as well among the profeffors of the reforma- 
tion, as thofe they reformed from; {fo that by the fruits of conver- 
fation they were not tobe diftinguifhed. And the children. of the 
teformers, if not the feformers themfelves, betook themifelves very 
early to earthly policy and power ‘to uphold and carry on their re- 
formation that had been begun with {piritual weapons ; which I have 
often thought has been one of the greateft reafons the reformation 
made no better progrefs, as to the life and foul of religion: For 
whilft the reformers were lowly and {piritually-minded, and trufted 
in God, and looked to ‘Him, and lived in his fear, and confulted 
not with flefh and blood, nor fought deliverance in their own way, 
there were daily added to the church fuch as, one might reafonably 
fay, fhould be faved. For they were, not fo careful to be fafe from 
perfecution, as to be faithful under it. TOE: 

Being more concerned to fpread the truth by their faith and pa- 
tience in tribulation, than to get the worldly power out of their 
hands that inflicted their fufferings upon them ; and it will be well, 
if the Lord fuffer them not to fall by the very fame way they took 
to ftand. In dodtrine they were in fome things fhort; in other things, 
to avoid one extreme, they ran into another: And for worfhip, there 
was for the generality more of man than God. They owned. the 
Spirit, infpiration and revelation indeed, and grounded their fepara- 
tion and reformation upon the fenfe and underitanding they received 
from it, in the reading of the {criptures of Truth; and this was 
their plea, The Scripture was the text, the Spirit the interpreter; 
and that to every one for himfelf. But yet there was too much of 
human invention, tradition and art, that remained both in praying 
and preaching, and of worldly authority and worldly greatnefs in 
their minifters, efpecially in this kingdom, Sweden, Denmark, and 
fome parts of Germany. God was therefore pleafed, among us; to 
fhift from veflel to veffel: And the next remove humbled the mi- 
-niftry, fo that they were more {trict in preaching; devout in pray- 
ing, and zealous for keeping the Lord’s day, and catechifing of 
children and fervants, and repeating at home in their families. what 

_they had heard in publick. 

But even as thefe grew into power, they were not only for whip- 
ing fome out, but others into the temple : and they appeared rigid 
in their {pirits, rather than fevere in theirlives, and more for a party, 
than for piety: which brought forth another people, that were yet, 
more retired and fele@. They would not communicate at large, or 
in common with others ; but formed churches among themfelves of 

: 4 fuch 


vi 


Th PREFACE, 


* fuch as could give fome account of their converfion at leaft, of very 


promifing experiences of the work of God’s grace upon their hearts, 
and under mutual agreements and covenants of fellowfhip they kept 
together. Thefe people were fomewhat of a fofter temper, and 
feemed to recommend religion by the charms of its love, mercy, and 


goodnefs, rather than by the terrors of its judgments and punifh- 


ment; by which the former party would have terrified people into 
Religion. : . 

- They alfo allowed greater liberty to prophecy than thofe before 
them; for they admitted any member to {peak or pray, as well as 
their paftor (whom they always chofe, and not the civil magiftrate). 
If fach found any thing prefling upon them to either duty, even 
without the diftinction of clergy or laity ; perfons of any trade, be 
it never fo low and mechanical. But alas! even thefe people fuffered 
great lofs: for tafting of worldly empire, and the favour of princes, 
and the gain that enfued, they degenerated but too much. For 
though they had cried down national churches, and miniftry and 
maintenance too, fome of them, when it was their own turn to be 
tried, fell under the weight of worldly honour and advantage, got 
into profitable parfonages too much, and outlived and contradicted 
their own principles: and, which was yet worfe, turned fome of 
them abfolute perfecutors of other men for God’s fake, that but fo lately 
came themfelves out of the furnace; which drove many a ftep far-— 
ther, and that was into the water. Another baptifm, as believing 
they were not {cripturally baptifed; and hoping to find that prefence 
and power of God, in fubmitting to that ordinance, which they de- 
fired and wanted. ; 

Thefe people made alfo profeffion of neglecting, if not renouncing — 
and cenfuring, not only the neceffity, but ufe of all human learning, 
as to the miniftry ; and all other qualifications to it, befides the helps 
and gifts of the Spirit of God, and thofe natural and common to men; 
and for a time they feemed, like John of old, a burning and a fhining 
light, to other focieties. 

They were very diligent, plain and ferious, ftrong in fcripture, and 
bold in profeffion, bearing much reproach and contradiétion: but that 
which others fell by proved their hurt. For worldly power fpoiled 
them too; who had enough of it to try them, what they would do if | 
they had more ; “and they refted alfo too much upon their watry dif- 
penfation, inftead of paffing on more fully to the Fire and Holy Ghoft, 
which was his baptifm who came with a ‘ fan in his hand, that he 
“« might throughly (and not in part only) purge his floor,” and take 
away the drofs and the tin of his people, and make a man finer than 
gold. Withal, they grew high, rough, and felf-righteous, oppofing. 
further attainment ; too much forgetting the day of theirinfancy and 
littlenefs, which gave them fomething of a real beauty ; infomuch 
that many left them, and all vifible churches and focieties, and wan- 
dered up and down as fheep without a fhepherd, and as doves with- 
out their mates ; feeking their beloved, but could not find him, as 
their fouls defired to know him; whom their fouls loved above their 
chiefeft joy. ; 
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Thefe people were called Seekers by fome, and the Family of 
Love by others; becaufe, as they came to the knowledge of one an- 
other, they fometimes met together, not formally to pray or preach, 
at appointed times and places, in theit own wills, as in times paft 
they were accuftomed to do; but waited together in filence, and as 
any thing rofe in any one of their minds, that they,thought favoured 
of a divine {pring, fo they fometimes fpoke. But fo it was, that 
fome of them not keeping in humility, and in the fear of God, after 
the abundance of revelation, were exalted above meafure, and for 
want of ftaying their minds in an humble dependance upon him that 
opened their underftandings to fee great things in his law, they run 
out in their own imaginations, and mixing them with thofe divine 
openings, brought forth a monftrous birth, to the fcandal of thofe 
that feared God, and waited daily in the temple, not made with 
hands, for the confolation of Ifrael ; the Jew inward, and Circum- 
cifion in fpirit. 

This people obtained the name of Ranters from their extravagant 
difcourfes and practices.. For they interpreted Chrift’s fulfilling of 
the law for us, to be a difcharging of us from any obligation and duty 
the law required, inftead of the condemnation of the law for fins paft, 
upon faith and repentance, and that now it was no fin to-do that 
which before it was a fin to commit ; the flavifh fear of the law being 
taken off by Chrift, and all things good that man did, if he did ,but 
do them with the mind and perfuafion that it was fo. Infomuch that 
divers fell into grofs and enormous practices ; pretending in excufe 
thereof, that they. could, without evil, commit the fame act which 
was fin in another to do; thereby diftinguifhing between the ation 
and the evil of it, by the direction of the mind and intention in the 
doing of it. Which was to make fin fuper-abound by ‘the abound- 
ings of grace, and to turn from the grace of God into wantonne(s, a 


fecurer way of finning than before: as if Chrift came not,to take’ 


away fin, but that we might fin more freely at his coft, and with lefs 
danger to ourfelves. I fay, this enfnared divers, and brought them 


to an utter and lamentable lofs, as to their eternal {tate ; and they. 


grew very troublefome to the better fort of people, and furnifhed the 
loofer with an occafion to prophane. 


It was about that very fame time, as you may fee in the enfuing 


annals, that the eternal, wife, and good God was pleafed, in his in- 
finite love, to honour and vifit this benighted and bewildered nation 


with his glorious day-fpring from on high; yea with a, moft fure and , 


certain found of the word of light and hfe, through the teftimony of a 


chofen veffel, to an effectual and bleffed purpofe, can many thoufands, 


fay, *‘ Glory be to the name of the Lofd for ever,” 
’ For as it reached the confcience, and broke the heart, and brought 


many to a fenfe and fearch ; fo what people had been vainly feeking» 


without, with much pains and coft, they by this miniftry found 


within Pn it was they wanted what they fought for, viz. the 


right way to peace with God. For they were directed to the light, 
ae Jefus Chrift within them, as the Seed and Leaven of the kingdom 


of God; near all, becaufe in all, and God’s talent to all. A faith- ) 
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ful and true witnefs and juft monitor in every bofom. ‘The gift and 
grace of God to life and falvation, that appears to all, though few 


-tregardit. This, the traditional chriftian, conceited of himfelf, and 


ftrong in his own will and righteoufnefs, and overcome with blind 
zeal and paffion, either defpifed as a low and common thing, or op- 
pofed asa novelty, under many hard names and opprobrious terms ; 
denying, in his ignorant and angry mind, any frefhy manifeftation of 
God’s power and Spirit in man in thefe days, though never more 
needed to make true chriftians: not unlike thofe Jews of old, that 
rejected the Son of God at the very fame time that they blindly pro- 
feffed to wait for the Meffiah to come; becaufe, alas, he appeared 
not among them according to their carnal mind and expectation. 

This brought forth many abufive books, which filled the greater 
fort with envy, and leffer with rage, and made the way and progrefs 
of this bleffed teftimony ftraight and narrow indeed to thofe that 
received it. However, God owned his own work, and this tefti- 
mony did effectually reach, gather, comfort, and eftablith the weary 
and heavy laden, the hungry and thirfty, the poor and needy, the 
mournful and fick of many maladies, that had {pent all upon phyfi- 
cians of no value, and waited for relief from heaven, help only from 
above: feeing, upon a ferious trial of all things, nothing elfe would 
do but Chrift himfelf, the light of his cdéuntenance, a touch of his 
garment, and help from his hand, who cured the poor woman’s 
iffue, raifed the centurion’s fervant, the widow’s fon, the ruler’s 
daughter, and Peter’s mother, and, like her, they no fooner felt his 
power and efficacy upon their fouls, but they gave up to obey him 
in a teftimony to his power, and with refigned wills and faithful 
hearts, through all mockings, contradictions, beatings, prifons, and 
ee other jeopardies that attended them for his bleffed name’s 

ake. 

And truly, they were very many and very great; fo that in all 
human probability they muft have been fwallowed up quick of the 
proud and boifterous waves that {welled and beat againft them; but 
that the God of all their tender mercies was with them in his glo- 
rious authority, fo that the hills often fled, and the mountains melted 
before the power that filled them; working mightily for them, as 
well as in them, one ever following the other. By which they faw 
plainly, to their exceeding great confirmation and comfort, “ that all 
“« things were poflible with him with whom they had to do.” And 
that the more that which God required feemed to crofs man’s wif- 
dom, and expofe them to man’s wrath, the more God appeared to 
help and carry them through all to his glory: Infomuch that if ever 
any people could fay in truth, ‘“* Thou art our fun and our fhield, 
** our rock and fan¢tuary, and by thee we haye leaped over a wall, 
‘and by thee we have run through a troop, and by thee we have 
** put the armies of the aliens to flight,” thefe people had right to 
fay it. And as God had delivered their fouls of the wearifome bur- 
thens of fin and vanity, and enriched their poverty of {pirit, and 
fatisfied their great hunger and thirft after eternal righteoufnefs, and 
filled them with the good things of his own houfe, and made them 
ftewards of his manifold gifts; fo they went forth to all quarters of 
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thefe nations, to declare to the inhabitants thereof, what God had 
done for them; what they had found, and where and how they had 
found it; viz. the way to peace with God: inviting them to come 
and fee and tafte for themfelves, the truth of what they declared 
unto them. 

And as their teftimony was to the principle of God in man, the 
precious pearl and leaven'of the kingdom, as the only bleffed means 
appointed ef Ged to quicken, convince, and’ fan@ify man ; fo they 
opened to them what it was in itfelf, and what it was given to them 
for: how they might know it from their own {pirit, and that of the 
fubtil appearance of the evil one, and what it would do for all 
thofe, whofe minds are turned off from the vanity of the world, and 
its lifelefs ways and teachers, and adhere to this bleffed light in them- 
felves, which difcovers and condemns fin in all its appearances, and 
fhews how to overcome it, if minded and obeyed in its holy mani- 
feftations and convictions: giving power to fuch to avoid and refift 
thofe things’ that do not pleafe God, and to grow ftrong in love, 
faith, and good works: that fo man, whom fin hath made as a 
wildernefs, over-run with briars and thorns, might become as the 
garden of God, cultivated by his divine power, and replenithed 
with the moft virtuous and beautiful plants of God’s own right-hand 
planting, to his eternal praife. . . 

But thefe experimental preachers of glad tidings of God’s truth 
and kingdom could not run when they lift, or pray or preach when 
they pleafed, but as Chrift their Redeemer prepared and moved them 
by his own bleffed Spirit, for which they waited in their fervices 
and meetings, and {poke as that gave them utterance, and which 
was as thofe having authority, and not like the dreaming, dry, and 
formal Pharifees. . And fo it plainly appeared to the ferious-minded, 
whofe fpiritual eye the Lord Jefus had in any meafure opened; fo 
that to one was given the word of exhortation, to another the word 
of reproof, to another the word of confolation, and all by the fame 
Spirit and in the good order thereof, to the convincing and edifying 
of many. 

And truly they waxed ftrong and bold through faithfulnefs; and 
by the power and Spirit of the Lord Jefus became very fruitful ; 
thoufands, in a fhort time, being turned to the truth through their 
teftimony in miniftry and fufferings, infomuch as in moft counties, 
and many of the confiderable towns of England, meetings were fet- 
led, and daily there were added fuch as fhould be faved. For they 
were diligent to plant and to water, and the Lord bleffed their la- 
bours with an exceeding great increafe, notwith{tanding all the oppo- 
fition made to their bleffed progrefs, by falfe rumours, calumnies, 
and bitter perfecutions ; not only from the powers of the earth, but 
from every one that lifted to injure and-abufe them: fo that they 
feemed indeed to be as poor fheep appointed to the flaughter, and as 
a people killed all the day long. 

_ It were fitter for a volume than a preface, but fo much as to re- 
peat the contents of their cruel fufferings from profeffors as well ‘as 
from prophane, and from magiftrates as well as the rabble; fo that it 


may well be faid of this abufed and defpifed people, they went forth 
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weeping, and fowed in tears, bearing teftimony to the preciou 
feed, the feed of the kingdom, which ftands not in words, the 
fineft, the higheft that man’s wit can ufe, but in power; the 
power of Chrift Jefus, to whom God the Father hath given all 
power in heaven and in earth, that he might rule angels above, and 
men below; who impowered them, as their work witneffeth, by 
the many that were turned through their miniftry from darknefs to 
the light, and out of the broad into the narrow way, bringing people 
to a weighty, ferious, and godly converfation ; the practice of that 
doctrine which they taught. 5 

And as without this fecret divine power there is no quickening 
and regenerating of dead fouls, fo the want of this generating 
and begetting power and life is the caufe of the little fruit that the 
many miniftries that have been and are in the world bring forth, 
O that both minifters and people were fenfible of this! My foul is 
often troubled for them, and forrow and mourning compafs me about 
for their fakes. O that they were wife! O that they would con- 
fider and lay to heart the things that truly and fubftantially make for 
their lafting peace ! 

Two things are to be briefly touched upon, the doctrine they 
taught, and the example they led among all people. I have 
already touched upon their fundamental principle, which is as the 
corner ftone of their fabrick: and to fpeak eminently and properly, 
their characteriftick, or main diftinguifhing point or principle,. viz. 
the light of Chrift within, as God’s gift fos man’s falvation. This, 
I fay, is as the root of the goodly tree of doétrines that grew and 
branched out from it, which I fhall now mention in their natural 
and experimental order. . 

Firft, repentance from dead works to ferve the living God. Which 
comprehends three operations. Firft, A fight of fin. Secondly, A 
fenfe and godly forrow for it. Thirdly, An amendment for the 
time tocome. This was the repentance’ they preached and prefied, 
and a natural refult from the principle they turned all people unto. 
For of light came fight; and of fight came fenfe and forrow; 
and of fenfe and forrow, came amendment of life: which doétrine 
of repentance leads to juftification; that is, forgivenefs of the fins 
that are paft through Chrift, the alone propitiation ; and the fanctifi- 
cation or purgation of the foul from the defiling nature and habits of 
fin prefent ; which is juftification in the complete fenfe of that word ; 
comprehending both juftification from the guilt of the fins that are 
paft, as if they had never been committed, through the love and 
mercy of God in Chrift Jefus ; and the creature’s being made inwardl 
juft through the cleanfing and fanctifying power and Spirit of Chriit 
revealed in the foul; which is commonly called fan¢tification. 

From hence {prang a fecond doétrine they were led to declare, as 
the mark of the prize of the high calling of all true Chriftians, viz. 
perfection from fin, according to the {criptures of truth, which tef 
tify it to be the end of Chrift’s coming, and the nature of his king- 
dom, and for which his Spirit was given. But they never held a 
perfection in wifdom and glory in this life, or from natural infirmities 
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or death, as fome have with a weak or ill mind imagined and in- 
finuated againft them. 

This they called a redeemed ftate, regeneration, or the new birth : 
teaching every where according to their foundation, that without this 
work were known, there was no inheriting the kingdom of God. 

Third, to an acknowledgment of eternal rewards and punifhment, 
as they have good reafon ; for elfe of all people, certainly they mutt 
be the moft miferable : who for about forty years have been exceed- 
ing great fufterers for their profeflion, and in fome cafes treated worfe 
than the worft of men, yea as the refufe and off-fcouring of all 
things. 

This was the purport of their do@rine and miniftry ; which, for 
the moft part, is what other profeffors of Chriftianity pretend to hold 
in words and forms, but not in the power of godlinefs ; that has been 
long loft by mens departing from that principle and feed of life that 
is in man, and which man has not regarded, but loft the fenfe of, 
and in and by which he can only be quickened in his mind to ferve the 
living Godin newnefs of life. For as the life of religion was loft, 
and the generality lived and worfhipped God ‘after their own wills, 
and not after the will of God, nor the mind of Chrift, which ftood 
in the workssand fruits of the Holy Spirit; fo that which they preffed 
was not notion but experience, not formality but godlinefs ; as being 
fenfible in themfelves, through the work of God’s righteous judg 
ments, that without holinefs no man fhould ever fee the Lord with 
comfort. 

Befides thefe doctrines, and out of them, as the larger branches, 
there {prang forth feveral particular do@trines, that did exemplify and 
further explain the truth and efficacy of the general dodtrine before 
obferved in their lives and éxamples. As, 

I. Communion and loving one ancther. This is a noted mark in 
the mouth of all forts of people concerning them. “ They will meet, 
«© they will help and ftick one to another.” Whenceit is common to 
hear fome fay, ** Look how the Quakers love and take care of one 
** another.” _ Others lefs moderate will fay, «© The Quakers love 
“« none but themfelves ;” and if loving one another, and having an 
intimate communion in religion, and conftant care to meet to wor- 
fhip God and help one another, be any mark of primitive chriftianity, 
they had it, blefied be the Lord, in an ample manner. 

II. To love enemies: this they both taught and practifed: for 
they did not only refufe to be revenged for injuries done them, and 
condemned it as of an unchriftian fpirit, but they did freely forgive, 
yea help and relieve, thofe that had been cruel to them, when it was 
In their power to have been even with them ; of which many and 


fingular inftances might be given: endeavouring, through patience, - 


to overcome all injuftice and oppreffion, arid preaching this do¢trine 
as chriftian for others to follow. - 

_ UI. The fufficiency of truth-{peaking, according to Chrift’s own 
form of words, of yea, yea, and nay, nay, among chriftians, with- 
eut fwearing, both from Chrift’s exprefs ptohibition to “ fwear 
“at all,” Mat. v. and for that they being under the tye and bond 


of truth in themfelyes, there was both no neceffity for an oath, and it 
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would bea reproach to their chriftian veracity to affure their truth by 
fuch an extraordinary way of fpeaking: but offering at the fame time 
to be punifhed to the full for falfe fpeaking, as others for perjury, if 
ever guilty of it; and hereby.they exclude, with all true, all falfe and 
prophane {wearing ; for which the land did and doth mourn, and the 
great God was and is not a little offended with it. 

IV. Not fighting but fuffering is another teftimony peculiar to this 
people: they. affirm that Chriftianity teacheth people ‘* to beat their 
“« {words into plough-fhares, and their {pears into pruning hooks, 
<«* and to learn war no more, that fo the wolf may lie down with the 
<< lamb, and the lion with the calf, and nothing that deftroys be en- 
‘< tertained in the hearts of people ;” exhorting them to employ their 
zeal againtt fin, and turn their anger againft fatan, and no longer war 
one againft another ; becaufe all wars and fightings come of mens 
own hearts lufts, according to the apoftle James, and not of the 
meek Spirit of Chrift Jefus, who is captain of another warfare, and 
which is carried on with other weapons. Thus, as truth-{peaking 
fucceeded fwearing, fo faith and truth fucceeded fighting, in the 
doétrine and practice of this people. Nor ought they for this to 
be obnoxious to civil government, fince if they cannot fight for it, 
neither can they fight againft it ; which is no mean fecurity to the 
ftate : nor isit reafonable that people fhould be blamed*for not doing 
more for others than they’can do for themfelves. And Chriftianity 
fet afide, if the cofts and fruits of war were well confidered, peace, 
with its inconveniencies, is generally preferable. But though they 
were not for fighting, they were for fubmitting to government ; and 
that not only for fear, but for confcience fake, where government 
doth not interfere with confcience : believing it to be an ordinance of 
God, and where it is juftly adminiftred, a great benefit to mankind : 
though it has been their lot, through blind zeal in fome, and intereft — 
in others, to have felt the ftrokes of it with greater weight and rigour 
than any other perfuafion in this age ; whilft they, of all others (reli- 
gion fet afide) have given the civil magiftrate the leaft occafion of 
trouble in the difcharge of his office. ay 
_ VY. Another part of the character of this people is, they refufe to 
pay tythes, or maintenance to a national miniftry, and that for two 
reafons; the one is, that they believe all compelled maintenance, 
even to gofpel minifters,'to be unlawful, becaufe exprefsly contrary 
to Chrift’s command, ‘who faid, «* Freely you have received, frecly 
“* give at leaft, that the maintenance of gofpel minifters fhould 
be free and not forced. The other reafon of their refufal is, 
becaufe thofe minifters are not gofpel ones, in that the Holy Ghoft ~ 
is not their foundation, but human arts and parts : fo that it is not 
matter of humour or fullennefs, but pure confcience towards God, 
that they cannot help to fupport national minifters where they dwell, 
which are but too much and too vifibly become ways of worldly ad- 
vantage and preferment. _ 

VI. Not to refpeét perfons, was another of their dotrines and 
practices, for which they were often buffeted and-abufed. They 
affirmed it to be finful to give flattering titles, or to ufe vain geftures 


and compliments of refpect; though to virtue and authority they ever 
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made. a difference, but after their plain and homely manner, yet fins 
ceré and fubftantial way ; well remembering the example of Morde- 


cai and Elihu, but more efpecially the command of their Lord and 


Matter Jefus Chrift, who forbad his followers to call men Rabbi, 

which implies Lord and Matter, alfo the fafhionable greetings and 

- falutations of thofe times; that fo felf-love and honour, to which the 
proud mind of man is incident, in his fallen eftate, might not be in- 
dulged but rebuked. ; 

They alfo ufed the plain language of Thou and Thee to a fingle 

_perfon, whatever was his degree among men. .And indeed the wif 
dom of God was much feen, in bringing forth this people in fo plain 
an appearance ;. for it was a clofe and diftinguifhing teft upon the 
{pirit of thofe they came among ; fhewing their infides and what pre- 
dominated, notwithftanding their high and great profeffion of reli- 
gion. ‘This, among the reft, founded fo harfh to many of them, 
and they took it fo ill, that they would fay, «‘ Thou me, thou my 
** dog: if thou thoueft me, I'll thou thy teeth down thy throat,” 
forgetting the language they ufe to God in their own prayers, and 
the common ftile of the Scriptures, and that it is an abfolute and.ef- 
fential propriety of fpeech: and what good had their religion done 
them, who were fo fenfibly touch’d with indignation for the ufe of 
this plain, honeft, and true {peech ? 

VII. They recommended filence by their example, having very 
few words upon all occafions : they were at a word in dealing ; nor 
could their cuftomers many words tempt them from it ; having more 
regard for truth than cuftom, to example than gain, they fought {o- 
litude; but when in company, they would neither ufe nor willingly 
hear unneceflary as well as unlawful difcourfes ; whereby they pre-~ 
ferved their minds pure and undifturbed from unprofitable thoughts 
and diverfions : nor could they humour the cuftom of « good night, 
«© good morrow, God {peed ;” for they knew the night was good, 
and the day was good, without wifhing of either ; and that in the 
other expreflion, the holy name of God was too lightly and unthink- 
ingly ufed, and therefore taken in vain. Befides they were words 
and wifhes of courfe, and are ufually as little meant, as are love and 
fervice in the cuftom of cap and knee; and fuperfluity in thofe as 
well as in other things was burthenfome to them, and therefore they 

did not only decline to ufe them, but found themfelves often preft to 

reprove the practice. ) 

For the fame reafon they forbore drinking to people, or pledging 
of them, as the manner of the world is: a practice that is not only 
-unneceffary, but they thought \evil in the tendencies of it; being a 
- provocation to drinking more than did people good, as well as that it 

was in itfelf vain and heathenith. ; 

_ VU. Their way of marriage is peculiar to them, and is a diftin- 
guifhing practice from all other focieties profeffing chriftianity. They 
fay that marriage is an ordinance of God, and that God. only can 
rightly join man and woman in marriage. Therefore they ufe nei- 

- ther prieft nor magiftrate, but the man and woman concerned take 
each other as hufband and wife in the prefence of divers credible 
witnefles, ‘ promifing unto each other, with God’s affiftance, to be 
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« loving and faithful in that relation till death thall feparate them.” 
But, antecedent to all this, they firft prefent themfelves to the monthly 
‘meeting for the affairs of the church where they refide ; there de 
claring their intentions to take one another as man and wife, if the 
faid meeting have nothing material to object againft it. ‘They are © 
conftantly afked the necefiary queftions, as in cafe of parents or guar-_ 
dians, if they have acquainted them with their intention, and have 
their confent, &c. The method of the meeting is to take a minute 
thereof, and to appoint proper perfons to enquire of their converfa- 
tion and clearnefs from all others, and whether they have difcharged | 
their duty to their parents or guardians, and make report thereof the 


' next monthly meeting ; where the fame parties are defired to give 


their attendance. In cafe it appears they proceeded orderly, the 
meeting pafies their propofal, and fo records it in their meeting- 
book ; and in cafe the woman be a widow and hath children, due 
care is there taken, that provifion alfo be made by her for the or- 
phans before the faid marriage; advifing the parties concerned to 
appoint a convenient time and place, and to give fitting notice to their 
relations, and fuch friends and neighbours as they defire fhould be 
the witnefles of their marriage : where they take one another by the 
hand, and by name promifing reciprocally after the manner before 
expreffed. Of all which proceedings a narrative, in a way of certi- 
ficate, is made, to which the faid parties firft fet their hands, . there- 
by making it their act and deed; and then divers of the relations, 
f{pectators, and auditors fet their names as witneffles of what they {aid 
and figned. Which certificate is afterwards regiftered in the record 
belonging to the meeting where the marriage is folemnized. Which 
regular method has been, as it deferyes, adjudged in courts of law a 
good marriage, where it has been difputed and contefted for want of 
the accuftomed formality of prieft and ring, &c. Which ceremo-_ 
nies they have refufed, not out of humour, but confcience reafonably 
grounded, inafmuch as no fcripture-example tells us, that the prieft 
had any other part of old time than that of a witnefs among the reft, 
before whom the Jews ufed to take one another: and therefore this 
people look upon it as an impofition to advance the power and profits 
of the clergy. And for the ufe of the ring, it is enough to fay, that 
it was an heathen and vain cuftom, and never in practice among the 
people of God, Jews or primitive Chriftians. The words of the 
ufual form, as “‘ With my body I thee worfhip,” 8c. are hardly de- 
fenfible : in fhort, they are more careful, exact, and regular than any 
form now ufed, and it is free of the inconveniencies other methods 
are attended with. Their care and checks being fo many, and fuch 
as no clandeftine marriages can be performed among them. ‘ct 
TX. It may not be unfit to fay fomething here of their births and 
burials, which make up fo much of the pomp ‘and folemnity of too 
many called Chriftians. For births, the parents name their own 
children, which is ufually fome days after they are born, in the pre- 
fence of the midwife (if fhe can be there) and thofe that were at the 
birth, &c. who afterwards fign a certificate, for that purpofe prepared, 
of the birth and name of the child or children, which is recorded in 
a proper 
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a proper book, in the monthly meeting, to which the parents belong } 
avoiding the accuftomed ceremonies and feftivals. e: 
X. Their burials are performed with the fame fimplicity. If the 
corpfe of the deceafed be near any publick meeting-place, it is ufuaily 
carried: thither, for the more convenient reception of thofe that ac- 
company it to the ground they bury in; and it fo falls out fometimes, 
that while the meeting is gathering for the burial, fome or other 
have a word of exhortation, for the fake of the people there met to- 
gether: after which the body is borne away by the young men, or 
thofe that are of their neighbourhood, or that were moft of the in- 
timacy of the deceafed party: the corpfe being in a plain coffin, 
' without any covering or furniture upon it. At the ground, they 
paufe fome time before they put the body into its grave, that if any 
one there fhould have any thing upon them to exhort the people, 
they may not be difappointed, and that the relations may the more 
retiredly and folemnly take their laft leave of the corpfe of their de- 
parted kindred, and the fpectators have a fenfe of mortality, by the 
occafion then given them to reflect upon their own latter end. Other- 
wife, they have no fet rites or ceremonies on thofe occafions ; _nei- 
ther do the kindred of the deceafed ever wear mourning; they look- 
ing upon it as a worldly ceremony, and piece of pomp; and that 
what mourning is fit for a chriftian to have at the departure of a 
beloved relation or friend, fhould be worn in the mind, which is only 
fenfible of the lofs, and the love they had to them, and remembrance 
of them, to be outwardly expreffed by a refpe& to their advice, and 
care of thofe they have left behind them, and their love of that 
they loved. Which conduét of theirs, tho’ unmodifh or unfafhion- 
able, leaves nothing of the fubftance of things neglected or un- 
done ; and as they aim at no more, fo that fimplicity of life is what 
they obferve with great {fatisfaction, though it fometimes happens 
not to be without the mockeries of the vain world they live in: 
Thefe things gave them a rough and difagreeable appearance with 
the generality ; who thought them turners of the world upfide-down, 
as indeed in fome fenfe they were ; but in no other than that wherein 
Paul was fo charged, viz. to bring things back into their primitive 
and right order again. For thefe and fuch like practices of theirs 
were not the refult of humour, as fome have fanfied, but a fruit of 
inward fenfe, which God, through his fear, had begotten in them. 
They did not confider how to contradi@ the world, or diftinguifh 
themfelves ;" being none of their bufinefs, as it was not their intereft, 
no, it was not the refult of their confultation, or a framed defign to 
declare or recommend fchifm or novelty. But God having given 
them a fight of themfelves, they faw the whole world in the fame 
glafs of truth; and fenfibly difcerned the affections and paffions of 
men, and the rife and tendency of things. What gratified « the 
* luft of the flefh, the luit of the eye, and the pride of life, which 
© are not of the Father, but of the world ;” and from thence fprang 
in that night of darknefs and apoftafy, which hath been over 
people, through their degeneracy from the light and Spirit of God, 


thefe and many. other vain cuftoms ; which are feen ‘by the heavenly - 


day of Chrift, which dawns in the foul, to be, either wrong in their 
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original, or, by time or abufe, hurtful in their practice. And though 
thefe things feemed trivial to fome, and rendered. this people ftingy 
and conceited in fuch perfons opinions, there was and is more in 


them than they were aware of. It was not very eafy to our primitive 


friends to make themfelves fights and fpectacles, and the fcorn and 
derifion of the world; which they eafily forefaw muft be the con- 
fequence of fo unfafhionable a converfation in it. But herein was 
the wifdom of God feen, in the foolifhnefs of thefe things. Firft, 
That they difcovered the fatisfation and concern that people had 
in and for the fafhions of this world, notwithftanding their pretences 
to another; in that any difappointment about them came fo very 
near them, that the greateft honefty, virtue, wifdom, and ability, . 
were unwelcome without. them. Secondly, It feafonably and pro- 
fitably divided converfation; for making their fociety uneafy to their 
relations and acquaintance, it gave them the opportunity of more 
retirement and folitude, wherein they met with better company, 
even the Lord God their Redeemer, and grew ftrong in his love, 
power, and wifdom, and were thereby better qualified for his fer- 
vice ; and the fuccefs abundantly fhewed it; blefled be the name of 
the Lord. , 

And though they were not great and learned in the efteem of this 
world (for then they had not wanted followers upon their own credit 
and authority) yet they were generally of the moft fober of the fe- 
veral perfuafions they were in, and of the moft repute for religion ; 
and many of them of good capacity, fubftance, and account among 
men. 

And alfo fome among them neither wanted for parts, learning, 
nor eftate; though then, as of old, not many wife, nor noble, &c. 
were called, or at leaft received the heavenly call; becaufe of the 
crofs that attended the profeffion of it in fincerity: but neither do 
parts or learning make men the better Chriftians, though the better 
orators and difputants; and it is the ignorance of people about the 
diyine gift, that caufes that vulgar and mifchievous miftake. Theory 
and practice, expreflion and enjoyment, words and life, are two 
things. Oh! ’tis the penitent, the reformed, the lowly, the watch-— 
ful, the felf-denying and holy foul that is, the Chriftian; and that 
frame is the fruit and work of the Spirit, which is the life of Jefus ; 
whofe life, though hid in God the Father, is fhed abroad in the 
hearts of them that truly believe. Oh! that people did but know 
this to cleanfe them, to circumcife them, to quicken them, and to 
make them new creatures indeed ; re-created or regenerated after 
Chrift Jefus unto good works: that they might live to God, and 
not to themfelves; and offer up living prayers, and living praifes, to 
the living God, through his own living Spirit, in which he is only to 
be worfhipped in this gofpel-day. Oh! that they that read me could 
but feel me; for my heart is affected with this merciful vifitation of 
the, Father of lights and {pirits to this poor nation, and the whole 


world through the fame teftimony. Why fhould the inhabitants 


thereof reject it? Why fhould they lofe the bleffed benefit of it? 
Why fhould they not turn to the Lord with all their hearts, and fay 
from the heart, ** Speak, Lord, for now thy poor feryants hear?” 

if . O! that 
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Oh! that thy will may be done, thy great, thy good and holy will, - 


on earth as it is in heaven: doit in us, do it upon us, do what thou 


wilt with us; for we are thine, and defire to glorify thee our Creator, | 


both for that, and becaufe thou art our Redeemer; for thou art re- 
deeming us from the earth, from the vanities and pollutions of it, 
to be a peculiar people unto thee. Oh! this were a brave day for 
England, if fo fhecould fayin truth. But alas, the cafe is otherwife ; 
for which fome of thine inhabitants, O land of my nativity! have 
mourned over thee with bitter wailing and lamentation. Their 
heads have been indeed as waters, and their eyes as fountains of 
tears, becaufe of thy tranfgreflion and ftiffneckednefs ; becaufe thou 
wilt not hear, and fear, and return to the Rock, even thy Rock, O 
England! from whence thou wert hewn. . But be thou warned, O 
land of great profeffion, to receive him into thy heart! Behold, at 
that door it is he hath ftood fo long knocking, but thou wilt yet 
have none of him. Oh! be thou awakened, left Jerufalem’s judg 
ments do {wiftly overtake thee, becaufe of Jerufalem’s fins that abound 
in thee. For {he abounded in formality, but made void the weighty 
things of God’s law, as thou daily doft. 

She withftood the Son of God in the fleth, and thou refifteft the 
Son of Godin the Spirit. He would have gathered her, as a hen 
gathereth her chickens under her wings, and fhe would not; fo 
would he have gathered thee out of thy lifelefs profeflion, and have 
brought thee to inherit fubftance, to haye known his power and 
kingdom, for which he often knocked within, by his grace and Spi- 
tit, and without, by his fervants and witnefies; but thou wouldft 
not be gathered: but on the contrary, as Jerufalem of old perfecuted 
the manifeftation of the Son of God in the flefh, and crucified him, 
and whipped and imprifoned his fervants, fo haft thou, O land, cru- 
cified to thyfelf afrefh the Lord of life and glory, and done defpite 
to his Spirit of grace; flighting the fatherly vifitation, and perfecute- 
ing the bleffed difpenfers of it by thy laws and magiftrates ; though 
they have early and late pleaded with thee in the power and Spirit 
of the Lord, in love and -meeknefs, that thou mighteft know the 
Lord, and ferve him, and become the glory of all lands. . 

But thou haft evilly entreated and requited them. Thou haft fet 
at nought all their counfel, and wouldft have none of their reproof, 
as thou fhouldft have done. . Their appearance was too ftraight, and 
their qualifications were too mean for thee to receive them, who, 
like the Jews of old, that cried, «« Is not»this the carpenter’s fon ? 
«« and are not his brethren among.us? which of the {cribes, of the 
«¢ learned (the orthodox) believe in him ?” Prophefying their fall in a 
‘year or two, and making and executing of fevere laws to bring it to 
pats, by endeavouring to terrify them out, of their holy way, or de- 
ftroying them for abiding faithful to it. But thou haft feen how 
Many governments that rofe againft them, and determined their 
downfall, have been overturned and extinguifhed, and that they are 
ftill preferved, and become a great and aconfiderable people among 
the middle fort of thy numerous inhabitants. And notwithftanding 
the many difficulties, without and within, which they have laboured 
under, fince the Lord God Eternal firft gathered them, they are an 
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increafing people, the Lord ftill adding unto them, in divers parts, 
fuch as fhall be faved, if they perfevere to the end. And to thee 
were they and are they lifted up as a ftandard, and asa city fet upon 
a hill, and to the nations round about thee, that in their light thou 
mayeft come to fee light, even in Chrift Jefus, the light of the . 
world; and therefore thy light and life too, if thou wouldft but 
turn from thy many evil ways, and receive and obey it. For in the 
“¢ light of the Lamb muft the nations of them that are faved walk,” 
as the {criptures teftify. Br EL 

Remember, O nation of great profeffion! how the Lord has 
waited upon thee fince the days of reformation, and the many mercies 
and judgments with which he has pleaded with thee; and awake 
and arife out of thy deep fleep, and yet hear his word in thy heart, 
that thou mayeft live. 

Let not this thy day of vifitation pafs over thy head, nor neglec& 
thou fo great falvation as is this which is come to thy houfe, O 
England! For why fhouldft thou die, O land that God defires to 
blefs? Be affured it is he that has been in the midft of this people, 
in the. midft of thee; and no delufion, as thy miftaken teachers 
have made thee believe. And this thou fhalt find by their marks 
and fruits, if thou wilt confider them in the {pirit of moderation. 
For, 

I. They were changed men themfelves before they went about to 
changeothers. Their hearts were rent as well as their garmentschanged, 
and they knew the power and work of God upon them. This was 
feen by the great alteration it made, and their ftri¢ter courfe of life, 
and more godly converfation, that immediately: followed upon it. 

II. They went not forth or preached in their own time or will, 
but in the will of God, and {poke not their own ftudied matter, 
but as they were opened and moved of his Spirit, with which they 
were well acquainted in their own converfion; which cannot be ex- 
prefled to carnal men fo as to give them any intelligible account ; 
for to fuch it is, as Chrift faid, “like the blowing of the wind, which 
«‘ no man knows whence it cometh, or whither it goeth :” yet this 
proof and feal went along with their miniftry, that many were turned 
from their lifelefs profeffions and the evil of their ways, to the 
knowledge of God and an holy life, as thoufands can witnefs. And 
as they freely received what they had to fay frony the Lord, fo they 
freely adminiftered it to others. ; 
HII. The bent and ftrefs of their miniftry was converfion to God, 
regeneration, and holinefs; not fchemes of doétrines and verbal 
creeds, or new forms of worfhip; but a leaving off in religion the 
fuperfluous, and reducing the ceremonious. and formal part, and 
prefling earneftly the fubftantial, the neceflary and profitable part; 


as all upon a ferious reflection muft and do acknowledge. 


IV. They directed people to a principle, by which all that the 
afferted, preached, and exhorted others to, might be wrought in 
them, and known, through experience, to them to be true; which 
is a high and diftinguifhing mark of the truth of their miniftry ; 
both that they knew what they faid, and were not afraid of coming 
to the teft, For as they were bold from certainty, fo they required 

conformity 
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conformity upon no human authority, but upon conviction, and the 
conviction of this principle, which they afferted was in them that 
they preached unto, and unto that directed them, that they might 
examine and prove the reality of thofe things which they had affirmed 
of it, and its manifeftation and work in man. And this is more 
than the many miniftries'in the world pretend to. They declare of 
religion ; fay many things true in words, of God, Chrift, and the 
Spirit ; of holinefs and heaven ; that all men fhould repent and mend 
their lives, or they will go to hell, &c. but which of them all pre- 
tend to fpeak of their own knowledge and experience? or ever di- 
rected men to a divine principle or agent, placed of God in man, to 
help him? and how to know it, and wait to feel its power to work 
. that good and acceptable will of God in them? 
Some of them indeed have fpoke of the Spirit, and the operations 
of it to fanétification, and performance of worfhip to God; but 
where and how to find it, and wait in it to perform, was yet as a 
myftery referved for this further degree of reformation. So that'this 
people did not only in words more than equally prefs repentance, 
converfion, and holinefs, but did it knowingly and experimentally ; 
and directed thofe to whom they preached to a fufficient principle, 
and told them where it is, and by what tokens they might know it, 
and which way they might experience the power and efficacy of it to 
their fouls happinefs: which is more than theory and fpeculations, 
upon which moft other miniftries depend; for here is certainly a bot- 
tom upon which man may boldly appear before God in the great 
' day of account. 

V. They reached to the inward ftate and condition of people, which 
is an evidence of the virtue of their principle, and of their miniftring 
from it, and not their own imaginations, gloffes, or comments upon 
{cripture. For nothing reaches the heart but what is from the heart, 
or pierces the confcience but what comes from a living confcience ; 
infomuch as it hath often happened, where people have under fecrecy 
revealed their ftate or condition to fome choice friends for advice or 
eafe, they have been fo particularly directed in the miniftry of this 
people, that they have challenged their friends with difcovering their 
fecrets, and telling the preachers their cafes; yea, the very thoughts 


and purpofes of the hearts of many have been fo plainly detected, * 


that they have, like Nathaniel, cried out of this inward appearance 
of Chrift, «* Thou art the Son of God, thou‘art the king of Ifrael.” 
And thofe that have embraced this divine principle, have found this 
mark of its truth and divinity, that the woman of Samaria did of 
Chrift when in the flefh, to be the Meffiah, viz. “« It had»told 
<« them all that ever they did ;” thewed them their infides, the moft 
inward fecrets of their hearts, and laid judgment to the line, and 
righteoufnefs to the plummet ; of which thoufands can at this day 
give in their witnefs. So that nothing has been affirmed by this 
people of the power and virtue of this heavenly principle, that fuch 
as have turned to it have not found true, and more; and that one 
half had not been told to them of what they have feen of the power, 
purity, wifdom, mercy, and goodnefs of God herein. a rE 
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VI. The accomplifthments with which this principle fitted ever 
fome of the meaneft of this people for their work and fervice, fur-= 
nifhing fome of them with an extraordinary underftanding in divine 
things, and an admirable fluency and taking way of expreflion, which 
gave occafion) to {ome to wonder, faying of them, as of their Matter, 
«¢ Ts not this fuch a mechanick’s fon? how came he by this learning ?” 
As from thence others took occafion to fufpect and infinuate they 


_ were jefuits in difguife, who have had the reputation of learned men 


for an age paft, though there was not the leaft ground of truth for 

any fuch reflection. | 

VII. They came forth low, and defpifed and hated, as the primitive 
chriftians did, and not by the help of worldly wifdom or power, as 
former reformations in part have done; but in all things it may be faid 
this people were brought forth in the crofs, in a contradiction to the 
ways, worfhip, fafhion, and cuftoms of this world, yea againft wind 
and tide, that fo no flefh might glory before God. 

They could have no defign to themfelves in this work, thus to ex- 
pofe themfelves to fcorn and abufe, to {pend and be {pent ; leaving 
wife and children, houfe and land, and all that can be accounted dear 
to men, with their lives in their hands, being daily in jeopardy, to 
declare this primitive meflage, 1 John 1. v. revived in their {pirits by 
the good Spirit and power of God ; viz. «* That God is light, and in 
«« him is no darknefs at all ; and that he has fent his Son a light into 
“‘ the world to enlighten all men in order to falvation; and that 
“* they that fay they have fellowfhip with God, and are his children 
and people, and yet walk in darknefs, (viz. in difobedience to the 
light in their confciences, and after the vanity of this world) they lie 
and donot the truth. But that all fuch as love the light and bring 
their deeds to it, and walk in the light, as Godislight, the blood 
of Jefus Chrift his fon fhould cleanfe them from all fin.” 

VIII. Their known great conftancy and patience in fuffering for 
their teftimony, in all the branches of it, and that fometimes unto 
death, by beatings, bruifings, long and crowded imprifonments, and 
noifome dungeons. Four of them in New England dying by the 
hands of the executioner, purely for preaching amongft that people ; 
befides banifhments and exceflive plunders and fequeftrations of their 
goods and eftates, almoft in all parts, not eafily to be exprefied, and 
lefs to be endured, but by thofe that have the fupport of a good and 

~ glorious caufe; refufing deliverance by any indirect ways and means, 
as often as it was offered to them. 

IX. That they-did not only not thew any difpofition to revenge, 
when it was at any time in their power, but forgave their cruel ene- 
mies, fhewing mercy to thofe that had none for them. 

X. Their plainnefs with thofe in authority, not unlike the ancient 
prophets; not fearing 'to tell them to their: faces of their private and 
publick fins, and their prophecies to them of their affliGtions and 

.downfal, when in the top of their glory ; alfo of fome national 

judgments, as of the plague and fire of London, in exprefs terms, ° 
and likewife particular ones to divers perfecutors, which accordingly 
evettook them, and which were very remarkable in the places where 
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they dwelt, and in time they may be made publick for the glory of 
God. 

Thus, reader, thou feeft this people in their rife, principles, mi- 
niftry, and progrefs, both their general and particular teftimony, by 
which thou mayeft be informed how and upon what foot they fprung 
and became {fo confiderable a people. It remains next that I {hew alfo 
their care, conduct, and difcipline, as a chriftian and reformed fo- 
ciety, that they might be found living up to their own principles and 
profeffion: and this the rather, becaufe they have hardly fuffered 
more in their character from the unjuft charge of error, than by the 
falfe imputation of diforder; which calumny indeed has not failed to 
follow all the true fteps that were ever made to reformation, and un- 
der which reproach none fuffered more than the primitive chriftians 
themfelves, that were the honour of chriftianity, and the great lights 
and examples of their own and fucceeding ages. | : 

This people increafing daily both in town and country, an holy 
care fell upon fome of the elders among them for the benefit and fer- 
vice of the church. And the firft bufinefs in their view, after the 
example of the primitive faints, was the exercife of charity, to 
fupply the necefflities of the poor, and anfwer the like occafions: 
wherefore collections were early and liberally made for that and divers 


other fervices in the church, and intrufted with faithful men, fearing ~ 


God, and of good report, who were not weary in well-doing ; 
adding often of their own in large proportions, which they never 
brought to account or defired fhould be known, much lefs reftored to 
them, that none might want, nor any fervice be retarded or difap- 
pointed. 

They were alfo very careful, that every one that belonged to them 
anfwered their profeffion in their behaviour among men upon all oc- 
cafions ; that they lived peaceably, and were in all things good ex- 
amples. They found themfelves engaged to record their fufferings 
and fervices ; and in cafe of marriage, which they could not perform 
in the ufual methods of the nation, but among themfelves, they took 
care that all things were clear between the parties and all others, and 
it was then rare that any one entertained {uch inclination to a perfon 
on that account, till he or fhe had communicated it fecretly to fome 
very weighty and eminent friends among them, that they might have 
a fenfe of the matter ; looking to the counfel and unity of their bre- 

‘thren as of great moment to them. But becaufe the charge of the 
poor, the number of orphans, marriages, fufferings, and other 

matters multiplied, and that it was good that the churches were in 

fome way and method of proceeding in fuch affairs among them, to 

the end they might the better correfpond upon occafion, where a 

‘member of one meeting might have to do with one of another ; it 
pleafed the Lord in his wifdom and goodnefs to open the under- 

{tanding of the firft inftrument of this difpenfation of life, about a 

good and orderly way of proceeding ; and he felt an holy concern to 

vifit the churches in perfon throughout this nation, to begin and efta- 

blith it among them ; and by his epiftles the like was done in other 

nations and provinces abroad, which he alfo afterwards 5. id 
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helped in that fervice, as thall be obferved when I come to fpeak of 
him. . 
Now the care, condué, and difcipline,.I have been {peaking of, 
and which is now praétifed among this people, is as followeth : 

This godly elder, in every county where he travelled, ex- 


horted them, that fome out of every meeting of worfhip fhould 
meet together once in the month, to confer about the wants and oc- 


‘eafions of the church : and as the cafe required, fo thofe monthly 


meetings were fewer or more in number in every refpective county ; 


_four or fix meetings of worfhip ufually making one monthly meeting 


of bufinefs. And accordingly the brethren met him from place to 
place, and began the faid meetings; viz. ‘* For the poor, orphans, 
<¢ orderly walking, integrity to their profeffion, births, marriages, 
‘* burials, fufferings, &c.” And that thefe monthly meetings fhould 
in each county make up one quarterly meeting, where the moft 
zealous and eminent friends of the county fhould affemble to com- 
municate, advife, and help one another, efpecially when any bufinefs 


-feemed difficult, or a monthly meeting was tender of determining a 
» .mmatter.. 


Alfo that thefe quarterly meetings fhould digeft the reports of the 
monthly meetings, and prepare one for the county againft the yearly 
‘meeting, in which the quarterly meetings refolve, which is held 
yearly in London, where the churches in this nation and other na- 
tions and provinces meet, by chofen members of their refpective 
counties, both mutually to communicate their church-affairs, and to 
advife and be advifed in any depending cafe to edification ; alfo to 
provide a requifite ftock for the difcharge of general expences for 
general fervices in the church, not needful to be here particularized. 

At thefe meetings any of the members of the churches may come, 
if they pleafe, and fpeak their minds freely in the fear of God to 
any matter ; but the mind of each meeting therein reprefented is 
chiefly underftood, as to particular cafes, in the fenfe delivered by the 
perfons deputed or chofen for that fervice. ict 

During their yearly meeting, to which their other meetings refer 
in their order, and refolve themfelves, care is taken by a felect num= 
ber, for that fervice chofen by the general aflembly, to draw up the 
minutes of the faid meeting upon the feveral matters that have been 
under confideration therein, to the end that the refpe@tive quarterly 
and monthly meetings may be informed of all proceedings, together 


with a general exhortation to holinefs, unity and charity: of all 


which proceedings in yearly, quarterly, and monthly meetings, due 
record is kept by fome one appointed for that fervice, or that hath 
voluntarily undertaken it. ‘Thefe meetings are opened and ufually 
concluded in their folemn waiting upon*God, who is fometimes gra- 
cioufly pleafed to anfwer them with as fignal evidences of his love and 
prefence, as inany other of their meetings for worthip. . 
It is farther to be noted, that, in thefe folemn aflemblies for the 


_ church’s fervice, there is no one prefides among them after the man- 


ner of the affemblies of other people, Chrift only being their pre- 


fident, as he is pleafed to appear in life and wifdom in any one or more 
es of 
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of them, to whom, whatever be their capacity or degree, the reft 
adhere with a firm unity, not of authority but conviction, which is 
the divine authority and way of Chrift’s power and fpirit in his peo- 
ple ; making good his blefled promife, <‘ That he would be in the 
«« midft of his, where and whenever they were met together in his 
“© name, even to the end of the world.” So be it. 

Now it may be expected I fhould here fet down what*fort of au- 
thority is exercifed by this people upon fuch members of their fo- 
ciety as correfpond not in their lives with their profeffion, and that 
are refractory to this good and wholefome order fettled among them ; 
and the rather, becaufe they have not wanted their reproach and 
fuffering from fome tongues upon this occafion in a plentiful 
manner. 

The power they exercife is fuch as Chrift has given to. his own 
people to the end of the world in the perfons of his difciples ; viz. 
<< To overfee,; exhort, reprove,” and after long-fuffering and wait- 
ing upon the difobedient and refractory, ‘ to difown them as any more 
** of their communion, or that they will any longer ftand charged 
‘* in the fight and judgment of God or men with their converfation 
*« or behaviour as one of them until they repent.” The fubje@t-mat- 
ter about which this authority, in any of the foregoing branches of 
it, is exercifed, is, firft, in relation to common and general practice: 
and, fecondly, about thofe things that more ftriétly refer to their own 
character and profeiiion, and diftinguifh them from all other pro- 
feffors of chriftianity ; avoiding two extremes upon which many {plit, 
viz. perfecution and libertinifm. A coercive power to whip people 
into the temple ; that fuch as will not conform, though againft faith 
and con{cience, fhall be punifhed in their perfons or eftates ; or leav- 
ing all loofe and at large as to practice, unaccountable to all but God 
and the magiftrate. To which hurtful extreme nothing has more 
contributed, than the abufe of church-power by fuch as fuffer their 
paflions and private interefts to prevail with them to carry it to out- 
ward force and corporal punifhment ; a practice they have been 
taught to diflike by their extreme fufferings, as well as their known 
principle for an univerfal liberty of con{cience. 

On the other hand they equally diflike an independency in fociety ; 
an unaccountablenefs in practice and converfation to the terms of 
their own communion, and to thofe that are the members of it. They 
diftinguifh between impofing any practice that immediately regards 
faith or worfhip (which is never to be done, nor fuffered, or fub- 
mitted unto) and requiring chriftian compliance with thofe methods 
that only refpe@ church-bufinefs in its more civil part and concern, 
and that regard the difcreet and orderly maintenance of the character 
of the fociety, as a fober and religious community. In fhort, what 
is for the promotion of holinefs and cliarity, that men may practife 
what they profefs, live up to their own ptinciples, and not be at li- 
berty to give the lie:'to their own profefiion without rebuke. They 
compel none to'them, but oblige thofe that are of them to walk 
fuitably, or they are denied by them : that is all the mark they fet 
upon them, and the power they exercife, or judge a chriftian fociety 
can exercife upon thofe that are the members of it, -° 
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The way of their proceedings againft fuch-as have lapfed or tranf- 
grefied is this. He is vifited by {ome of them, and the matter of 
fact laid home to him, be it any evil practice againft known and 
general virtue, or any branch of their particular teftimony, which 
he, in common, profeffeth with them. They labour with him in 
much love and zeal for the good of his foul, the honour of God, 
and reputation of their profefiion, to own his fault, and condemn it, 
in as ample a manner as the evil or fcandal was given by him ; 
which, for the moft part, is performed by fome written teitimony 


under the party’s hand: and if it fo happen that the party prove re- 


fractory, and is not willing to clear the truth they profefs from the 
reproach of his or her evil-doing or unfaithfulnefs, they, after re- 
peated intreaties, and due waiting for a token of repentance, give 
forth a paper to difown fuch a fact, and the party offending ; re- 
cording the fame as a teftimony of their care for the honour of the 
truth they profefs. 

And if he or fhe fhall clear their profeffion and themfelves, by 


- fincere acknowledgment of their fault, and godly forrow for fo do- 


ing, they are received, and looked upon again as members of their 
communion. For as God, fo his true people upbraid no man after 
repentance. ; 

This is the account I had to give of the people of God called 
Quakers, as to their rife, appearance, principles, and practices in 
this age of the world, both with refpect to their faith and worthip, 
difcipline and converfation. And I judge it very proper in this place, 
becaufe it is to preface the journal of the firit bletied and glorious 
inftrument of this work, and for a teftimony to him in his fingular 
qualifications and fervices, in which he abundantly excelled in this 
his day, and are worthy to be fet forth as an example to all fucceed- 
ing times, to the glory of the Moft High God, and for a juft me- 
morial to that worthy and excellent man, his faithful fervant and 
apoftle to this generation of the world. . . 

I am now come to the third head or branch of my preface, viz. 
the inftrumental author. For it is natural for fome to fay, Well, 
here is the people and work, but where and who was the man, the 
inftrument; he that in this age was fent to begin this work and 
people? I fhall, as God fhall enable me, declare who and what he 
was, not only by report of others, but from my own long and moit 
inward converfe and intimate knowledge of him ; for which my foul 
bleffeth God, as it hath often done; and I doubt not, but by that 
time I have difcharged myfelf of this part of my preface, my ferious 
readers wil believe I had good caufe fo to do. aged 
_ The bleffed inftrument of and in this day of God, and of whom 
Iam now about to write, was GeorcE Fox, diftinguifhed from 
another of that name, by that other’s addition of younger to his 
name in all his writings; not that he was fo in years, but that he 
was fo in the truth; but he was alfo a worthy man, witnefs and fer- 
vant of God in his time. 

But this George Fox was born in Leicefterfhire, about the year 
1624. He defcended of honeft and fufficient parents, who endea- 
voured to bring him up, as they did the reft of their children, in the 
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way and worfhip of the nation; efpecially his mother, who was a 
woman accomplifhed above moft of her degree in the place where 
fhe lived. But from a child he appeared of another frame of mind 
than the reft of his brethren; being more religious, inward, ftill, 
folid, and obferving, beyond his years, as the anfwers he would give, 
and the queftions he would put upon occafion manifefted, to the 
aftonifhment of thofe that heard him, efpecially in divine things. 

- His mother taking notice of his fingular temper, and the gravity, 
wifdom, and piety that very early fhone through him, refufing childifh 
and vain {ports and company when very young, fhe was tender and 
indulgent over him, fo that from her he met with little difficulty. 
As to his employment, he was brought up in country bufinefs ; and 
as he took moft delight\in fheep, fo he was very {kilful in them ; 
an employment that very well fuited his mind in feveral refpects, both 
for its innocency and folitude; and was a juft figure of his after mi- 
niftry and fervice. 

I thall not break in upon his own account, which is by much the 
beft that can be given; and therefore defire, what I can, to avoid 
faying any thing of what is faid already, as to the particular paffages 
ef his coming forth: but, in general, when he was fomewhat above 
twenty, he left his friends, and vifited the moft retired and religious 
people, and fome there were at that time in this nation, efpecially 
in thofe parts, who waited for the confolation of Ifrael night and day, 
as Zacharias, Anna, and good old Simeon did of old time. To thefe he 
was fent, and thefe he fought out in the neighbouring countries, and 
among them he fojourned till his more ample miniftry came upon him. 

At this time he taught and was an example of filence, endea- 
vouring to bring people from felf-performances, te{tifying and turn-~ 
ing to the light of Chrift within them, and encouraging them to 
wait in patience to feel the power of it to ftir in their hearts, 
that their knowledge and worfhip of God might ftand in the 
power of an endlefs life, which was to be found in the light, as 
it was obeyed in the manifeftation of it in man. “ For in the 
«© Word was life, and that life was the light of men.” Life in the 


Word, light in men, and life too, as the light is obeyed; the chil-. 


dren of the light living by the life of the Word, by which the 
Word begets them again to God, which is the regeneration and new 
birth, without which there is no coming unto the kingdom of God ;. 


and which, whoever comes to, is greater than John, that is, than. 


John’s miniftry, which was not that of the kingdom, but the con- 
fummation of the legal, and opening of the gofpel-difpenfation. 
Accordingly, feveral meetings were gathered in thofe parts; and thus 
his time was employed for {ome years. 
In 1652, he being in his ufual retirement to the Lord upon a very 
high mountain, in fome of the hither parts of Yorkthire, as I take it, 
his mind exercifed towards the Lord, he had a vifion of the great work 
of God in the earth, and of the way that he was to go forth to begin it. 
He faw people as thick as motes in the fun, that fhould in time be 
brought home to the Lord, that there might be but one Shepherd and 
_ one fheepfold in all the earth. There his eye was directed northward, 
beholding a great people that fhould receive him and his ea “4 
To *, g thote 


XXY 


KXVI 


The oP RB ACE. 


thofe parts. Upon this mountain he was moved of the Lord to 
found out his great and notable day, as if he had been in a great 
auditory, and from thence went north, as the Lord had fhewn him; 
and in every place where he came, if not before he came to it, he 
had his particular exercife and fervice fhewn to him, fo that the Lord 
was his leader indeed ; for it was not in vain that he travelled, God 
in moft places fealing his commiffion with the convincement of fome 
of all forts, as well publicans as fober profeflors of religion. Some 
of the firft and moft eminent of them, which are at reft, were Ri- 
chard Farnfworth, James Nayler, William Dewberry, Francis How- 
gil, Edward Burrough, John Camm, John Audland, Richard Hub- 
berthorn, T. Taylor. John Aldam, 'T. Holmes, Alexander Parker, 
William Simpfon, William Caton, John Stubbs, Robert Widders, 
John Burnyeat, Robert Lodge, Thomas Salthoufe, and many more 
worthies, that cannot be well here named, together with divers yet 
living of the firft and great convincement, who after the knowledge 
of God’s purging judgments in themfelves, and fome time of waiting 
in filence upon him, to feel and receive power from on high to fpeak 


in his name (which none elfe rightly can, though they may ufe 


the fame words), felt the divine motions, and were frequently 
drawn forth, efpecially to vifit the publick affemblies, to reprove, 
inform, and exhort them, fometimes in markets, fairs, {treets, and 
by the highway fide, calling people to repentance, and to turn to the 
Lord with their hearts as well as their mouths; directing them to 
the light of Chrift within them, to fee and examine and confider 
their ways by, and to efchew the evil and do the good and accepta- 
ble will of God. And they fuffered great hardthips for this their 
love and good-will, being often ftocked, ftoned, beaten, whipped, 
and imprifoned, though honeft men and of good report where they 
lived, that had left wives and children, and houfes and lands, to vifit 
them with a living call to repentance. And though the priefts gene- 
rally fet themfelves to oppofe them, and write again{ft them, and in- 
finuated moft falfe and {candalous ftories to defame them, ftirring up 
the magiftrates to fupprefs them, efpecially in thofe northern parts, 
yet God was pleafed fo to fill them with his living power, and give 
them fuch an open door of utterance in his fervice, that there was 
a mighty convincement over thofe parts. 3 

And thro’ the tender and fingular indulgence of Judge Bradfhaw and 
Judge Fell, in the infancy of things, the priefts were never able to gain 
the point they laboured for, which was to have proceeded to blood, and 
if poflible, Herod-like, by a cruel exercife of the civil power, to have cut 
them off and rooted them out of the country. Efpecially Judge Fell;who. 
was not only a check to their rage in the courfe of legal proceedings, 
but otherwife upon occafion, and finally countenanced this people ; be 
his wife receiving the truth with the firft, it had that influence upon 
his fpirit, being a juft and wife man, and feeing in his own wife and 
family a full confutation of all the popular clamours againft the way 


of truth, that he covered them what he could, and freely opened his 


doors, and gave up his houfe to his wife and her friends, not valuing 
the reproach of ignorant or evil-minded people, which I here men- 
tion to his and her honour, and which will be I believe an honour 


and 
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and a blefling to fuch of their name and family as fhall be found in 
that tendernefs, humility, love, and zeal for the truth and people of 
the Lord. | 

- That houfe was for fome years at firft, till the truth had opened its 
way in the fouthern parts of this ifland, an eminent receptacle of this 
people. Others of good note and fubftance in thofe northern coun- 
tries had alio opened their houfes with their hearts to the many pub- 
lithers, that in a {hort time the Lord had raifed to declare his falva- 
tion to the people, and where meetings of the Lord’s meflengers were 
frequently held, to communicate their fervices and exercifes, and 
comfort and edify one another in theirbleffed miniftry. 

But left this may be thought a digreflion, having touched upon 
this before, I return to this excellent man: and for his perfonal 
qualities, both natural, moral, and divine, as they appeared in his 
converfe with his brethren and in the church of God, take as follows. 

I. He was a man that God endowed with a clear and wonderful 
depth, a'difcerner of others f{pirits, and very much a matter of his 
own. And though the fide of his underftanding which lay next to 
the world, and elpecially the expreflion of it, might found uncouth 
and unfafhionable to nice cars, his matter was neverthelefs very pro- 
found, and would not only bear to be often confidered, but the more 
it was fo, the more weighty and inftructing it appeared. And as 
abruptly and brokenly as fometimes his fentences would fall from 
him about divine things, it is well known they were often as texts to” 
many fairer declarations. And indeed it fhewed beyond all contra- 
diction that God fent him, that no arts or parts had any fhare in the 
matter or manner of his miniftry, and that fo many great, excellent, 
and neceffary truths as he came forth to preach to mankind, had 


therefore nothing of man’s wit or wifdom to recommend them. So 


that as to man he was an original, being no man’s copy. And his 
miniftry and writings thew they are from*one that was not taught of 
man, nor had learned what he faid by ftudy. Nor were they no- 
tional or {peculative, but fenfible nate practical truths, tending to 
converfion and regeneration, and the fetting up the kingdom of God 
in the hearts of men, and the way of ‘it was his work. So that I 
have many times been overcome in myfelf, and been made to fay with 
my Lord and Matter upon the like occafion, “« I thank thee, O Fa- 
“ ther, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou haft hid thefe things 
«from the wife and prudent of this world, and revealed them to 
** babes ;” for many times hath my foul bowed in an humble thank- 


fulnefé to the Lord, that he did not choofe any of the wife and learned 
of this world to be the firft meffenger in our age of his bleffed truth 


tomen; but that he took one*that was not of high degree, or clegant 
fpeech, or learned after the way of this world, that his meflage and 


work he fent him to do might come with lefs {ufpicion or jealoufy of 
human wifdom and intere{t, and with more force and clearnefs upon 


the con{viences of thofe that fincerely fought the way of truth in the 
love of it. I fay, beholding with the eye of my mind, which the 
God of heaven had opened in me, the marks of God's finger and 
hand vifibly in this teftimony from the clearnefs of the principle, the 
power and effjeacy of it in the exemplary fobricty, plainnefs, zeal, 
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fteadinefs, humility,..eravity, pun@uality, charity, and citcumf{peé 
care in the governrfient of .church-affairs, which fhined in his and 
their life and teftimony that God employed in this work, it greatly: 
confirmed me that it was of God, and engaged my foul in a deep love, 
fear, reverence, and thankfulnefs for his love and mercy therein to 
mankind ; in which mind I remain, and fhall, I hope, to the end of 
my days. 2 

I. In his teftimony or miniftry he much laboured to open truth to 
the people’s underftandings, and to bottom them upon the principle 
and principal, Chrift Jefus, the light of the world, that by bringing. 
them to fomething that was of God in themfelves, they might the 
better know and judge of him and themfelves. 

He had an extraordinary gift in opening the feriptures. He would 
go to the marrow of things, and fhew the mind, harmony, and ful- 
filling of them with much plainnefs, and to great comfort and edifi- 
cation. . 

The myftery of the firftand fecond Adam, of the fall.and reftora- 
tion, of the law and gofpel, of fhadows and fubftance, of the fer- 
vant and fon’s ftate, and the fulfilling of the {criptures in Chrift, and 


~ by Chrift the true light, in all that are his, through the obedience of 


faith, were much of the fubftance and drift of his teftimonies. In 
all which he was witnefled to be of God, being fenfibly felt to fpeak 
that which he had received of Chrift, and was hisown experience in 
that which never errs nor fails. . 

But above all he excelled in prayer. The inwardnefs and weight 
of his fpirit, the reverence and folemnity of his addrefs and behavi- 
our, and the fewnefs and fulnefs of his words, have often ftruck even 
ftrangers with admiration, as they ufed to reach others with confo- _ 
lation. The moft awful, living, reverent frame I ever felt or beheld, 

I mutt fay, was his in prayer. And truly it wasa teftimony he knew, - 
and lived nearer to the Lord than other men ; for they that know 

him moft will fee moft reafon to approach him. with reverence and 

fears 

He was of an innocent life, no bufy-body, nor felf-feeker, neither. 
touchy nor critical ; what fell from him was very inoffenfive, if not 
very edifying. So meek, contented, modeft, eafy, fteady, tender, 
it was a pleafure to be in his company... He exercifed no authority 
but over evil, and that every-where and in all ; but with love, com- 
paffions and long-fuffering. A moft merciful man, as ready to for- 
give as unapt to take or give an offence. Thoufands can truly fay, he 
was of an excellent {pirit and favour among them, and becaufe there- 
of the moft excellent fpirits loved him with an unfeigned and un- 
fading love. . Pt pe hy 

He was an inceffant labourer ; for in his younger time, before his 
many great and deep fufferings and travels had enfeebled his body for 
itinerant fervices, he laboured much in the word and doétrine and 
difcipline in England, Scotland, and Ireland, turning many to God, 
and confirming thofe that were convinced of the truth, and {ettling 
good order as to church-affairs among them. And towards the con= 
clufion of his travelling fervices,»between the years feventy-one and 
feventy-{even, he vifited the churches of Chrift in the plantations in 

Lisl . ~’. America, 
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America, and in the United Provinces, and Germany, as his follow= 
ing Journal relates, to the convincement and confolation of many. 
After that time he chiefly refided in and about the city of London, 
and befides the fervices of his miniftry, which were frequent, he 
wrote much both to them that are within and thofe that are with- 


out the communion. But the care he took of the affairs of the church 
in general was very great. 


He was often where the records of the affairs of the church are 


kept, and the letters from the many meetings of God’s people over 
all the world, where fettled, come upon occafions; which letters he 
had read to him, and communicated them to the meeting that is 
weekly held there for fuch fervices; he would be fure to ftirthem 
up to difcharge them, efpecially in fuffering cafes : fhewing great 
fympathy and compaflion upon all fuch occations, carefully looking 
' into the refpective cafes, and endeavouring {peedy relief according to 

the nature of them; fo that the churches and any of the fuffering 
members thereof were {ure not to be forgotten or delayed in their 
defires if he were there. 


As he was unwearied, fo he was undaunted in his fervices for God 


and his people; he was no more to be moved to fear than to wrath. 
His behaviour at Derby, Lichfield, Appleby, before Oliver Crom- 
well at Lancefton, Scarborough, Worcefter, and Weftminfter-hall, 
with many other places and exercifes, did abundantly evidence it to 
his enemies as well as his friends. 

_ But as in the primitive times fome rofe up againft the bleffed 
apoftles of our Lord Jefus Chrift, even from among thofe that they 
had turned to the hope of the gofpel, and who became their greateft 
trouble, fo this man of God had his fhare of fuffering from fome 
that were convinced by him, who through prejudice or miftake ran 
againit him as one that fought dominion over confcience; becaufe he 
' prefied, by his prefence or epiftles, a ready and zealous compliance 
with fuch good and wholefome things as tended to an orderly con- 
verfation about the affairs of the church, and in their walking before 
men. That which contributed much to this ill work, was in fome 
a begrudging of this meek man the love and efteem he had and de- 
ferved in the hearts of the people, and weaknefs in others that were 
taken with their groundlefs fuggeftions of impofition and blind obe- 
dience. 

They would have had every man independent, that as he had the 
principle in himfelf, he fhould only ftand and fall to that and no- 

» body elfe; not confidering that the principle is one in all, and though 
the meafure of light or grace might differ, yet the nature of if was 
the fame, and being fo they ftruck at the {piritual unity, which a peo- 
ple guided by the fame principle are naturally led into: fo that what 
is evil to one is fo to all, and what is virtuous, honeft, and of good 
report to one, is fo to all, from the fenfe and favour of the one uni- 
verfal principle which is common to all, and (which the difaffected 
profefs to be) the root of all true chriftian fellowfhip, and that {pirit 
into which-the people of God drink, and come to be fpiritually 

minded, and of one heart and one foul. : 
ee gh ome 
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Somé weakly miftook good order in the government of church- 
affairs for Micisline in worfhip, and that it was fo prefied or recom= — 
mended by him and other brethren: and they were ready to reflect 
the fame things that diffenters had very reafonably objected upon the. 
national churches, that’ have coercively prefied conformity to their 
re{peCtive creeds and worfhips : whereas thefe things related wholly 
to converfation, and the outward and (as I may fay) civil part of the 
church, that men fhould walk up to the principles of their belief, 
and not -be wanting in care and charity. But though.fome have, 
itumbled and. fallen ‘through miftakes and an unreafonable obftinacy, 
even to a prejudice, yet, blefled be God, the generality have returned 
to their firft love, and feen the work of the enemy, that lofes no. op- 
portunity or advantage by which he may check or hinder the work of 
God, and difquiet the peace of his church, and chill the love of his 
people to the truth, and one to another ; and there is hope of divers. . 
that are yet at a diftance. 

In ail thefe occafions, though there was no perfon the difcontented 
ftruck fo fharply at as this good man, he bore all their weaknefs and 
prejudice, and returned not reflection for refletion ; but forgave them 
their weak and bitter fpeeches, praying for them that they might. ° 
have a fenfe of their hurt, and fee the fubtilty of the enemy to rend - 
and divide, and return into their firft love that thought noill.  . | 

Andtruly, I muit fay, that though God had vifibly cloathed him 
witha divine preference and authority, and indeed his very prefence 
expreffed a religious majefty, yet he never abufed it, but held his 
place in the church of God with great meeknefs, and a, moft en- — 
gaging humility and moderation. For upon all occafions, like his . 
blefled Mafter, he was a fervant to all, holding and exercifing his 
elderfhip in the invifible power that had gathered them, with reverence. 
to the head-and care over the body, and was received only in that» 
fpirit and power of Chrift, as the firft and chief elder in this age; 
who as he was therefore worthy of double honour, fo for the fame 
reafon.it was given by the faithful of this day ; becaufe his authority. 
was inward and not outward, and that he got it and kept it by the — . 

‘love of God and power of an endlefs life. I writemy knowledgeand  ~ 
not report, and my witnefs is true, having been with him for cweeks.° - a 
and months together on divers occafions, and thofe of the neareft and — 
moft exercifing nature, and that by night and by day, by fea and by. 
land, in this and in foreign countries: and I can fay I never faw him * 
out of his place, or not a match for every fervice or occafion. © Re 

For in all things he acquitted himfelf like a man, yeaa ftrong 
man, a new and heavenly-minded man. A divine, and a naturalift, 
and all of God Almighty’s making. I have been furprized at his ~~ 


queftions and anfwers in natural things, that whilft he was ignorant = ~~ 


of ufelefs and fophiftical fcience, he had in him‘the foundation of — 
ufeful and commendable knowledge, and'cherifhed it every-where, 

Civil beyond all forms of breeding in his behaviour; very temperate, © 
eating little and fleeping lefs, though a bulky perfon © 9 
Thus he lived and fojourned among us, and as he lived fo he died, 
feeling the fame eternal power that had raifed and preferyved him in. 
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his laft moments.» So, full of affurance was he, that he triumphed 
over death ; and fo even to the laft, as if death were hardly worth 
notice or a mention: recommending to fome with him the difpatch 
and difp erfion of an eépiftle, juft before written to the churches of 
Chritt, throughout the world, and his own books; but above all, 
friends, and of all friends thofe in Ireland and America, twice over : 
faying, Mind poor, friends in Ireland and America: 

‘And tefome that’ came in and inquired how he found himéelf, 
he anfwered, «« Never heed; the Lord’s power is over all weaknefs and 
«* death, the Seed reigns, blefled be the Lord :” which was about four 


” or five hours before his departure out of this world. He‘was at the 


* 


great meeting near Lombard-fireet on the firft day of the week, and 
it was the third following about ten at night when he left us, being 
-at the houfe of H. Goidney j in the fame court. In a good old age 
he went, after having lived to fee his, childrens children, to feveral 
generations in the ith: He had the comfort of a fhort illnefs, and 
the blefling of a clear fenfe to the lat; and we may truly fay with 
a man of God. of’old, that « being dead, he yet fpeaketh;” and 
though abfent in body, he is prefent in Spirit; neither time nor 
place: being able to interrupt the communion of faints, or diffolve 

the fellowfhip of the fpirits of the juft. His works praife him, be- 
caufe they are to the praife of him that worked by him; for which 


‘his memorial is and {hall be bleffled. Ihave done, as to this part of ° 


my preface, ' when I have left this fhort epitaph to his name : «* Many 
«fons have done virtuoully i in this day, but, dear GrorGe, thou 
« excelleft them all.” 

And now, Friends, you that profefs to walk in the way this 
bleffed man was fent of God to turn us into, fuffer I befeech you 
the word of exhortation, as well fathers as children, and elders as 
young men. The glory of this day, and foundation of the hope 
that has not made us afhamed fince we were a people, you know 
- is that bleffed principle of. light and life of Chrift, which we pro- 

fefs, and direét all people to, as the great inftrument and agent of 

man’s converfion to God: it was by this we were firft touched, and’ 

‘effedually enlightened, as to our inward ftate; which put us upon 

the confideration of our latter end, caufing us to fet the Lord be- 

* fore: our’eyes, and to number our days, that we might apply our 

hearts to wifdom, In that day we judged aot after the fight of the 
_ eye, or after the hearing of the ear, but-according to the light and 

 fenfe this bleed principle ¢ gave us; we judged’ and. agted: in refer~ 


2 c ence t to Things and Perfons, ourfelves and oihers, yea, towards God 
bee . our ‘Maker. ~ For. being quickened by it. in our inward man, we 


could. eafily difcern the dip erenee of things, and feel what was right, 
and what was” wrong, and what was fit, ‘and what not, both in re- 
- ference to religion and civil concerns. That being the ground of the 
fellowfhip of all? faints, it was in’ that our fellowfhip ftood. In 


m3 . this: we icfired to chaye a fenfe one of another, ated towards one 


another and i men in love, faithfulnefs, and féar. 
In the fe elingof. the motions of this principle we drew near to 
» the Lord, and ated to be Sree by it, that we might feel thofe 
drawings 
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drawings and movings, before we approached the Lord in prayer, of 
opened our mouths in miniftry.. And in our beginning and ending 
with this, ftood our comfort, fervice, and edification. And as we 
ran fafter, or fell fhort, we made burthens for ourfelves to bear ;. 
our fervices finding in ourfelves a rebuke, inftead of an acceptance ; 
and in lieu of «© Well done,’ ‘* Who hath required this at your 
«« hands?” In that day we were an exercifed people, our very coun- 
tenances and deportment declared it. . 
Care for others was then much upon us, as well as for ourfelves, 
efpecially the young convinced. Often had we the burthen of the 
word of the Lord to our neighbours, relations, and acquaintance, 


and fometimes i{trangers alio: we were in travail for one another's 


prefervation ; not feeking, but fhunning occafions of any coldnefs. or 
mifunderftanding, treating one another as thofe that believed and 
felt God prefent; which kept our converfation innocent, ferious, 
and weighty, guarding ourfelves againft the cares and friendfhips of 
the world. We held the truth in the Spirit of it, and not in our 
own {pirits, or after our own will and affections. They were bowed 
and brought into fubjection, infomuch that it was vilible to them 
that knew us, we did not think ourfelves at our own difpofal, to go 
where we lift, or fay or do what we lift, or when we lift. Our 
liberty ftood in the liberty of the Spirit of truth; and no pleafure, 
no profit, no fear, no favour could draw us from this retired, ftrict, 
and watchful frame. We were fo far from feeking occafions of com- 
pany, that we avoided them what we could, purfuing our own bufi- 
nefs with moderation, inftead of meddling with other people’s un- 
necefiarily. 

Our words were few and favoury, our looks compofed and weighty, 
and our whole deportment very obfervable. True it is, that this re- 
tired and ftrict fort of life from the liberty of the converfation of the 
world, expofed us to the cenfures of niany, as humouri{ts, conceited, 
and felf-righteous perfons, &c. But it was our prefervation from 
many {nares, to which others were continually expofed by the pre- 
valency of the luft of the eye, the luft of the flefh, and the pride of 
life, that wanted no occafions or temptations to excite them abroad 
in the converfe of the world. ~ 

I cannot forget the humility and chafte zeal of that day. _O how 
conftant at meetings, how retired‘in them, how firm to truth’s life, 
as well as truth’s principles, and how intire and united in our com- 
munion, as indeed became thofe that profefs one head, even Chrift 
Jefus the Lord ! ‘5 a 

This being the teftimony and example the man of God before- 
mentioned was fent to declare and leave amongft us, and we having 
embraced the fame as the merciful vifitation of God to us, the word 
of exhortation at this time is, that we continue to be found in the 
way of this teftimony with all zeal and integrity, and fo much the 
more by how much the day draweth near. | 

And firft, as to you, my beloved and much honoured brethren in 
Chrift that are in the exercife of the miniftry ; O. feel life in the 
miniftry ! Let life be your commiffion, your well-fpring and trea- 
fury in all fuch occafions ; elfe you well know there can be no be- 


getting 
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getting to God, fince nothing can quicken or make people alive to 
God, but the life of God: and it muft be a miniftry in and from 
life that enlivens any people to God. We have feen the fruit of all 
other miniftries by the few that are turned from the evil of their 
ways. It is not our parts ormemory, the repetition of former open- 
ings in our own will and time, that will do God’s work. A dry 
doétrinal miniftry, however found in words, can reach but the ear, 
and is but a dream at the beft: there is another foundnefs, that is 
foundeft of all, viz. Chrift the power of God. This is the key of 
David, that opens, and none fhuts ; and fhuts, and none can open; 
as the oil to the lamp and the foul to the body, .fo is that to the beft 
of words. Which made Chrift to fay, “ My words they are {pirit, 
** and they are life ;” that is, they are from life, and therefore they 
make you alive that receive them. If the difciples, that had lived 
with Jefus, were to ftay at Jerufalem till they received it; fo mutt 
_ We wait to receive before we minifter, if we will turn people from 
darknefs to light, and from Satan’s power to God. ’ 

I fervently bow my knees to the God and Father of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, that you may always be like-minded, that you may 
ever wait reverently for the coming and opening of the word of life, 
and attend upon it in your miniftry and fervice, that you may ferve 
God in his Spirit. And be it little, or be it much, it is well; for 
much is not too much, and the leaft is enough, if from the motion 
of God’s Spirit; and without it, verily, never fo little is too much, 
becaufe to no profit. 

For it is the Spirit of the Lord immediately, or through the mini- 
ftry of his fervants, that teacheth his people to profit; and to be fure, 
fo far as we take him along with us in our fervices, fo far are we 
profitable, and no farther. For if it be the Lord that muft work all 
things in us, and for ourfelves, much more is it the Lord that muft 
work in us for the converfion of others. If therefore it was once a 
crofs to us to fpeak, though the Lord required it at our hands, let it 
never be {fo to be filent, when he does not. 

It is one of the moft dreadful fayings in the Revelations, That 
he that adds to the words of the prophecy of this book, God will add 
the plagues written in this book. To keep back the counfel of God, 
is as terrible ; for he that takes away from the words of the prophecy 
of this book, God fhall take away his part out of the book of lite. 
And truly it has great caution in it to thofe that ufe the name of the 
Lord, to be well affured the Lord fpeaks, that they may not be found 
of the number of thofe that add to the words of the teftimony of 

_ prophecy which the Lord giveth them to bear; nor yet to mince or 
¥ diminifh the fame, both being’ fo very offenfive to God. 

_ * Wherefore, brethren, let us be careful neither to out-go our guide, 
nor yet loiter behind him; fince he that makes hafte may mifs his 
way, and he that ftays behind lofe his guide: for even thofe that 
have received the word of the Lord had need wait for wifdom, that 
they may fee how to divide the word aright; which plainly implieth, 
that it is poffible for one that hath received the word of the Lord to 

. mif§ in the divifion and application of it, which muft come from an 
impatiency of fpirit, and a felf-working; which makes an eae 
. ’ 1 an 
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and dangerous mixture, and will hardly beget a right-minded living 
people to God. 

I am earneft in this, above all other confiderations, as to publick 
brethren, well knowing how much it concerns the prefent and future 
ftate and prefervation of the church of Chrift Jefus, that has been 
gathered and built up by a living and powerful miniftry, that the mi- 
niftry be held, preferved, and continued in the manifeftations, motions, 
and fupplies of the fame life and power from time to time. 

And where-ever it is obferved that any one does minifter more from 
gifts and parts than life and power, though they have an enlightened 
and doétrinal underftanding, let them in time be advifed and admonithed 
for their prefervation ; becaufe infenfibly fuch will come to depend up- 
on felf-{ufficiency, to forfake Chrift the living fountain, and to hew 
out unto themfelves cifterns that will hold no living waters, and by de- 
grees draw others from waiting upon the gift of God in themfelves, 
and to feel it in others, in order to their ftrength and refrefhment, to 
wait upon them, and to turn from God to man again, and fo to make 
fhipwrack of the faith once delivered to the Saints, and of a good con- 
{cience towards God ; which are only kept by that divine gift of life 
that begat the one and wakened and fanctified the other in the begin- 
ning. 

Not is it enough that we have known the divine gift, and in it have 
reached to the fpirits in prifon, and been the inftruments of the con- 
vincing of others of the way of God, if we keep not as low and poor 
in ourfelves, and as depending upon the Lord as ever ; fince no memory, — 
no repetitions of former openings, revelations, or enjoyments will bring 
a foul to God, or afford bread to the hungry, or water to the thirfty, 
unlefs life go with what we fay, and that muft be waited for. 

O that we may have no other fountain, treafury, or dependance! 
that none may prefume at any rate to act of themfelves for God ; be- 
caufe they have long acted from God ; that we may not fupply want 
of waiting with our own wifdom, or think that we may take lefs 


-eare and more liberty in {peaking than formerly ; and that where we 


do not feel the Lord by his power to open us and enlarge us, what- - 
ever be the expectation of the people or has been our cuftomary fup= 
ply and character, we may not exceed or fill up the time with our 
own. | 

I hope we fhall ever remember who it was that faid, «* Of your- 
** felves ye can do nothing ;” our fufficiency is in Him: and if we 
are not to fpeak our own words, or take thought what we fhould fay 
to men in our defence when expofed for our teftimony, furely we 
ought to {peak none of our own words, or take thought what we 


fhall fay in our teftimony and miniftry in the name of the Lord to .% 


the fouls of the people ; for then of all times, and of all other occa-— 
fions, fhould it be fulfilled in us ; “* for it isnot you that fpeak, but 
*« the Spirit of my Father that {peaketh in you.” 

And indeed the miniftry of the Spirit muft and does keep its ana- 
logy and agreement with the birth of the Spirit; that as no man can 
inherit the kingdom of God unlefs he be born of the Spirit, fo no 
miniftry. can beget a foul to God, but that which is from the Spirit. 
For this, as I faid before, the difciples waited before they went 

5 forth, 
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forth, and in this our elder brethren, and meflengers of God in our 


day, waited, vifited, and reached to us. And having begun in the 
Spirit, let none ever hope. or feek to be made perfect in the fleth : for 
what is the flefh to the Spirit, or the chaff to the wheat ? And if 
we keep in the Spirit, we fhall keep in the unity of it, which is the 
ground of true fellowfhip. For by drinking into that one Spirit, we 


are made one people to God, and by it we are continued in the unity 


of the faith and the bond of peace. No envying, no bitternefs, no 
ftrife can have place with us. We {hall watch always for good, and 
not for evil over one another, and rejoice exceedingly, and not be- 
grudge at one another’s increafe in the riches of the grace with which 
God replenifheth his faithful fervants. 

And, brethren, as to you is committed the difpenfation of the 


oracles of God, which give you frequent opportunities and great . 


place with the people among whom you travel, I befeech you that you 
would not think it fufficient to declare the word of life in their af- 
femblies, however edifying and comfortable {uch opportunities may 
be to youand them; but as was the practice of the man of God 
before-mentioned in great meafure, when among us, inquire the 
ftate of the feveral churches you vifit, who among them are afflicted 
or fick, who are tempted, if any are unfaithful or obftinate, and en- 
deavour to iffue thofe things in the wifdom and power of God, which 
will be a glorious crown upon your miniftry. As that prepares your 
way in the hearts of the people to receive you as men of God, fo it 


' gives you credit with them to do them good by your advice in other 


refpects. The afflicted will be comforted by you, the tempted 
ftrengthened, the fick refrefhed, the unfaithful convicted and re- 
ftored, and fuch as are obftinate foftened and fitted for reconciliation, 
which is clenching the nail, and applying and faftening the general 
teftimony by that particular care of the feveral branches of it, in 
reference to them more immediateély concerned in it. 

For though good and wife men and elders too may refide in fuch 
places, who are of worth and importance in the general and in other 
places, yet it does not always follow that they may have ‘the room 
they deferve in the hearts of the people they live among, or fome par- 
ticular occafion may make it unfit for him or them to ufe that au- 
thority ; but you that travel as God’s meffengers, if they receive you 
in the greater, fhall they refufe you in the lefs? And if they own 
the general teftimony, can they withftand the particular application 
of it in their own cafes? Thus ye will fhew yourfelves workmen 
indeed, and carry your bufinefs before you, to the praife of his 
name that hath called you from darknefs to light, that you might 
turn others from Satan’s power unto God and his kingdom which is 


_ within. And oh! that there were more of fuch faithful labourers 


in the vineyard of the Lord! never more need fince the day of God! 
_ Wherefore I cannot but cry and call aloud to you, that have been. 


’ long profeffors of the truth, and know the truth in the convincing 


power of it, and have had a fober converfation among men, yet con- 
tent yourfelves only to know truth for yourfelves ; to go to meetings, 
and exercife an ordinary charity in the church and an honeft behaviour 
in the world, and limit yourfelves within thofe bounds, feeling little 

or 


XXXV 


XXXVI 


TheP RE RACE 


or no concern upon your fpirits for the glory of the Lord in the prof- 
perity of his truth in the earth, more than to be glad that others fuc- 
ceed in fuch fervice; arife ye in the name and power of the Lord 
Jefus ! behold how white the fields are unto harveft in this and other 
nations, and how few able and faithful labourers there are to work 
therein! your country folks, neighbours, and kindred want to know 
the Lord and his truth, and to walk init. Does nothing lie at your 
door upon their account? Search and fee, and lofe no time, 1 be- 
feech you, for the Lord is at hand. I do not judge you; there is one 
that judgeth all men, and his judgment is-true: you have mightily 
increafed in your outward fubftance, may you equally increafe in your 
inward riches, and do good with both while you havea day to do good. 
Your enemies would once have taken what you had from you for his 
name’s fake in whom you have believed, wherefore he has given you 
much of the world in the face of your enemies. But oh! let it be 
your fervant and not your mafter, your diverfion rather than your 
bufinefs! let the Lord be chiefly in your eye, and ponder your ways, 
and fee if God has nothing more for you to do; and if you find your- 
felves fhort in your account with him, then wait for his preparation, 
and be ready to receive the word of command, and be not weary of 
well-doing when you have put your hand to the plough; and affuredly 
you fhall reap, if you faint not, the fruit of your heavenly labour in 


_God’s everlafting kingdom. 


And you, young convinced ones, be you intreated and exhorted to 
a diligent and chafte waiting upon God in the way of his bleffed ma- 
nifeftation and appearance of himfelf to you. Look not out but with- 
in; let not another’s liberty be your fnare: neither act by imitation, 
but fenfe and feeling of God’s power in yourfelves : crufh not the 
tender buddings of it in your fouls, nor over-run in your defires and 
your warmnefs of affections the holy and gentle motions of it. Re- 
member it is a ftill voice that {peaks to us in this day, and that it is 
not to be heard in the noifes and hurries of the mind, but is diftin@ly 
underftood in a retired frame. Jefus loved and chofe out folitudes, 
often going to mountains, to gardens, and fea-fides, to avoid crowds 
and hurries, to thew his difciples it was good to be folitary and fit 
loofe to the world. Two enemies lie near your ftate, Imagination 
and Liberty ; but the plain, practical, living, holy truth, that has 
convinced you will preferve you, if you mind it in yourfelves, and 
bring all thoughts, imaginations, and affeétions to the teft of it, to 
fee if they are wrought in God, or of the enemy, or your own felves : 
fo will a true tatte, difcerning, and judgment ‘be preferved to you, 
of what you fhould do and leave undone : and in your diligence and 
faithfulnefs in this way you will come to inherit fubftance, and Chrift, 
the eternal wifdom, will fill your treafury. And when you are con- 
verted, as well as convinced, then confirm your brethren, and be 
ready to every good word and work that the Lord fhall call you to, 
that you may be to his praife who has chofen you to be partakers with 
the Saints in light of a kingdom that cannot be fhaken, an inherit- 
ance incorruptible, in eternal habitations. 
’ And now, as for you that are the children of God’s people, a great 
concern is upon my fpirit for your good, and often are my knees 
- bowed 


The PREFACE. XXXVIl 


bowed to the God of your fathers for you, that you may come to be 
partakers of the fame divine life and power, that has been the glory of 
this day, that a generation you may be to God, a holy nation and a 
peculiar people, zealous of good works, when all our heads are laid in 
the duft. Oh! you young menand women, let it not fuffice you that 
you are the children of the people of the Lord! you muft alfo be born 
again if you will inherit the kingdom of God? Your fathers are but 
fuch after the flefh, and could but beget you into the likenefs of the firft 
Adam ; but you muft be begotten into the likenefs of the fecond Adam 
by a {piritual generation. And therefore look carefully about you, O 
ye children of the children of God, confider your ftanding, and fee 
what you are in relation to this divine kindred, family, and birth! 
Have you obeyed the light, and received and walked in the Spirit, that 
is the incorruptible feed. of the word and kingdom of God, of. which . 
you muft be born again? God is no refpecter of perfons: the father 
cannot fave or anfwer for the child, the child for the father, “ but in 
« the fin thou tinneft thou fhalt die, and in the righteoufnefs thou doeft 
‘«‘ through Chrift Jefus thou fhalt live ;” for it is the willing and obe- 
dient that fhall eat the good of the land. 

Be not deceived, God is not mocked, fuch as all nations and people 
fow, fuch fhall they reap at the hand of the juft God. And then your 
many and great privileges above the children of other people will add 
weight in the {cale againft you, if you choofe not the way of the Lord ; 
for you have had line upon line, and precept upon precept, and not only 

_ good doctrine but good example; and whichis more, you have beenturned — 
to and acquainted with a principle in yourfelves which others have been 
ignorant of, and you know you may be as good as you pleafe, without the 
fear of frowns and blows, or being turned out of doors, and forfaken of 
father and mother.for God’s fake and his holy religion, as has been the 
cafe of fome of your fathers in the day they firft entered into this holy 
path: and if you, after hearing and feeing the wonders that God has 
wrought in the deliverance and prefervation of them through a fea of 
troubles, and the manifold temporal as well as {piritual bleflings that he 
has filled them with in the fight of their enemies, fhould neglect or turn 
your backs upon fo great and fo near a falvation, you would not only be 
moft ungrateful children to God and them, but muft expect that God 
will call the children of thofe that knew him not to take the crown out 
of your hands, and that your lot will be a dreadful judgment at the 
hand of the Lord. But oh! that it may never be fo with any of you! 
The Lord forbid, faith my foul. | 

_. Wherefore, O ye young men and women, look to the rock of your 
fathers; chufe the God of your fathers: there is no other God but 
him, no other light but his, no other grace but his, nor Spirit but his 
to convince you, quicken and comfort you, to lead, guide, and preferve 
you to God’s everlafting kingdom ; fo will you be poffeffors as well as 
profeflors of the truth, embracing it not only by education but judg- 
ment and conviction, from a fenfe begotten in your fouls through the 
operation of the eternal Spirit and power of God in your hearts, by which 
you may come to be the feed of Abraham through faith, andthe cir- 
cumcifion not made with hands, and fo heirs of the promife made to 
the fathers of an incorruptible crown: that, as I faid before, a gene- 


Rie 7 . ration 
* . 
* 


* 


XXXVIL 


The +P R°E FACE, 
¥ 
ration you may be to God, holding up the profeffion of the bleffed 


truth in the life and power of it. For formality in religion is naufeous 
to God and good men; and the more fo, where any form or appear- 
ance has been new and peculiar, and begun and practifed upon a prin- 
ciple with an uncommon zeal and ftriétnefs. Therefore, I fay, for 
you to fall flat and formal, and continue the profeffion without that 
falt and favour by which it is come to obtain a good report among men, 
is not to anfwer God’s love, nor your parents care, nor the mind of 
truth in yourfelves, nor in thofe that are without; who though they 
will not obey the truth, have fight and fenfe enough to fee if they 
do that make a profeflion of it. For where the divine virtue of it is 
not felt in the foul, and waited for, and lived in, imperfections will 
quickly break out, and fhew themfelves, and detect the unfaithfulnefs 
of fuch perfons, and that their infides are not feafoned with the nature 
of that holy principle which they profeis. 

Wherefore, dear children, let me intreat you to fhut your eyes at 
the temptations and allurements of this low and perifhing world, and 
not fuffer your affections to be captivated by thofe lufts and vanities 
that your fathers, for truth’s fake, long fince turned their backs upon : 
but as you believe it to be the truth, receive it into your hearts, that 
you may become the children of God : fo that it may never be faid, of 
you as the evangelift writes of the Jews of his time, that Chrift the 
true light came to his own, but his own received him not; but to as 
many as received him, to them he gave power to become the “ chil- 
«© dren of God; which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of 
«¢ the flefh, nor of the will of man, but of God.” A moft clofe and~ 
comprehenfive paflage to this occafion: you exactly and peculiarly 
an{wer to thofe profeffing Jews, in that you bear the name of God’s 
people, by being the children and wearing the form of God’s people: 


_ fo that he by his light in you may be faid to come to his own, and 


if you obey it not, but turn your back upon it, and walk after the 


' vanities of your minds, you will be of thofe that receive him not, 


which I pray God may never be your cafe and judgment ; but that you 
may be thoroughly fenfible of the many and great obligations you lie 
under to the Lord for his love, and your parents for their care; and 
with all your heart, and all your foul, and all your ftrength, turn to 
the Lord, to his gift and Spirit in you, and hear his voice and obey 
it, that you may {eal to the teftimony of your fathers by the truth and 
evidence of your own experience; that your childrens children may 
blefs you, and the Lord for you, as thofe that delivered a faithful ex- 
ample, as well as record of the truth of God unto them. So will 
the grey hairs of your dear parents yet alive go down,to the grave with — 
joy, to fee you the pofterity of truth, as well as theirs, and that not only 
their natures but Spirit fhall live in you when they are gone. 


I fhall conclude this preface with a few words to thofe that are not 
of our communion, into whofe hands this may come, efpecially thofe 
of our own nation. . ! 
- Friends, as you are the fons and daughters of Adam, and my bre- 
thren after ‘the flefh, often and earneft have been my defires and prayers _ 
to God on your behalf, that you may come to know him that has 
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made you to be your trict and Reftorer to the image, that through 
fin you have loft, by the power and Spirit of his Son Jefus Chrift, 
whom he hath given for the light and life of the world. And O that 
you, who are called Chriftians, would receive him into your heart ! 
for there it is you want him, and at that door he ftands knocking, 
that you fhould let him in, but you do not open to him; you are full 
of other guefts, fo that a manger is his lot among you now, as well 
as of old: yet you are full of profetfion, as were the Jews when he 
came among them, who knew him not, but rejected and evilly in- 
treated him. So that if you come not to the poffeffion and experience 
of what you profefs, all your formality in religion will ftand you in 
no ftead in the day of God’s judgment. 

I befeech you ponder with yourfelves your eternal condition, and fee 
what title, what ground and foundation, you have for your chriftiani- 
ty: if more than a profeffion, and an hiftorical belief of the gofpel. 
Have you known the baptifm of fire and the Holy Ghoft, and the 
fan of Chrift that winnows away the chaff, the carnal lufts and af- 
fections? That divine leaven of the kingdom, that, being received, 
leavens the whole lump of man, fandtifying him throughout in body, 
foul, and fpirit? If this be not the ground of your confidence, you 
are in a miferable eftate. 

You will fay perhaps, that though you are finners, and live in the 
daily commiflion of fin, and are not fandtified, as I have been fpeak- 
ing, yet you have faith in Chrift, who has borne the curfe for you, 
and in him you are complete by faith; his righteoufnefs being im- 
puted to you. 

But, my friends, let me intreat you not to deceive yourfelves in fo 
important a point as is that of your immortal fouls. If you have true 
faith in Chrift, your faith will make you clean, it will fanctify you ; 
for the faints faith was their victory : by this they overcame fin within 
and finful men without. And if thou art in Chrift, thou walkeft not 
after the flefh, but after the Spirit, whofe fruits are manifeft. Yea, 
thou art a new creature, new made, new fafhioned after God’s will 
and mold: old things are done away, and behold all things are be- 
come new: new love, defires, will, affections, and practices. It is 
not any longer thou that liveft, thou difobedient, carnal, worldly one ; 
but it is Chrift liveth in thee, and to live is Chrift, and to die is thy 
eternal gain; becaufe thou art affured, «« That thy corruptible fhall 
«© put on incorruption, and thy mortal immortality ;” and that thou 
haft a glorious houfe eternal in the heavens, that will never wax old or 
“ pafs away. All this follows being in Chrift, as the fenfation of heat 
follows fire, and light the fun. 

Therefore have a care how you prefume to rely upon fuch a notion, 
_as that you are in Chrift whilft in your old fallen nature. For “ what 
«© communion hath light with darknefs, or Chrift with Belial ?” Hear 
what the beloved difciple tells you: ‘« If we fay we have fellowfhip 
“< with God, and walk in darknefs, we lie, and do not the truth.” 
That is, if we go on in a finful way, are captivated by our carnal 
affections, and are not converted to God, we walk in darknefs, and 
cannot poffibly have any fellowfhip with God. Chrift cloaths them 
with his righteoufnefs, that receive his grace in their hearts, and oy 

them- 
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themfelves, and take up his crofs daily, and follow him. Chrift’s 
righteoufnefs makes men inwardly holy, of holy minds, wills, and 
practices. It is neverthelefs Chrift’s, becaufe we have it; for it is 
ours, not by.nature, but by faith and adoption: it is the gift of God: 
but ftill, though not ours, as of or from ourfelves, for in that fenfe it 
is Chrift’s, for it is of and from him, yet it is ours, and muft be ours 
in pofieffion, efficacy, and enjoyment, to do us any good, or Chrift’s 
righteoufne(s will profit us nothing. It was after this manner that he 
was made to the primitive chriftians, righteoufnefs, fanctification, juf- _ 
tification, and redemption ; and if ever you will have the comfort, 
kernel, and marrow of the chriftian religion, thus you muft come to 
learn and obtain it. . 

Now, my friends, by what you have read, and will read in what 
follows, you may perceive that God has vifited a poor people among 
you with this faving knowledge and teftimony ; whom he has upheld 
and increafed to this day, notwithftanding the fierce oppofition they 
have met withal. Defpife not the meannefs of this appearance: It 
was, and yet is, we know, a day of fmall things, and of {mall ac- 
count with too many; and many hard and ill names are given 
to it; but it is of God, it came from him, becaufe it leads to him. 
This we know, but we cannot make another know it as we know it, 


‘unlefs he will take the fame way to know it that®we took. The 


world talks of God; but what do they do? They pray for power, ° 


‘but reject the principle in which it is. If you would know God, and - 


worfhip and ferve God as you fhould do, you muft come to the 
means he has ordained and given for that purpofe. Some feek it in 
books, fome in learned men; but what they look for is in themfelves, 
yet they overlook it. The voice is too {ftill, the feed too fmall, and 
the light fhineth in darknefs. They are abroad, and fo cannot divide 
the fpoil; but the woman, that loft her filver, found it at home, after 
fhe had lighted her candle, and fwept her houfe. Do you fo too, and 
you fhall find what Pilate wanted to know, viz. truth. 

The light of Chrift within, who is the light of the world, and fo 
a light to you, that tells you the truth of your condition, leads all 
that take heed unto it out of darknefs into God’s marvellous light ; 
for light grows upon the obedient. It is fown for the righteous, and 
their way is a fhining light, that fhines forth more and more to the 
perfect day. 

Wherefore, O friends, turn in, turn in, I befeech you! Where is 
the poifon, there is the antidote: There you want Chrift, and there 
you muft find him; and blefled be God, there you may find him, 
“¢ Seek, and you fhall find,” I teftify for God: but then you mutt feek 
aright with your whole heart, as men that feek for their lives, yea, 
for their eternal lives: diligently, humbly, patiently, as thofe that can 
tafte no pleafure, comfort, or fatisfaction in any thing elfe, unlefs you 
find him whom your fouls want, and defire to know and love above 
all. O it is a travel, a fpiritual travel! let the carnal profane world 
think and fay as it will. And through this path you muft walk to 
the city of God, that has eternal foundations, if ever you will come 
there. | | 

2 Well! 
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Well! and what does this bleffed light do for you? Why, 1. It 
fets all your fins in order before you: it detects the {pirit of this world 
in all its baits and aillurements, and fhews how man came to fall from 
God, and the fallen eftate he isin. 2. It begets a fenfe and forrow, 
in fuch as believe in it, for this fearful lapfe. You will then fee him 
diftinétly whom you have pierced, and all the blows and wounds you 
have given him by your difobedience; and how you have made him 
to ferve with your fins, and you will weep and mourn for it, and 
your forrow will be a godly forrow. 3. After this it will bring you 
to the holy watch, to take care that you do fo no more, that the enemy 
furprife you not again: then thoughts, as well as words and works, 
will come to judgment,\which is the way of holinefS, in which the 
redeemed of the Lord do walk. Here you will come to love God 
above all, and your neighbours as yourfelves. Nothing hurts, nothing 
harms, nothing makes afraid on this holy mountain: now you come. 
to be Chrift’s indeed, for you are his in nature and fpirit, and not 
your own. And when you are thus Chrift’s, then Chrift is yours, 
and not before: and here communion with the Father and with the 
Son you will know, and the efficacy of the blood of cleanfing, even 
the blood of Jefus Chrift, that immaculate Lamb, which {peaketh 
better things thdh the blood of Abel, and which cleanfeth from all 
fin the confciences of thofe that, through the living Faith, come to be 
fprinkled with it from dead works to ferve the living God. 


To conclude, Behold the teftimony and doétrine of the people called 


Quakers! Behold their Practice and Difcipline! And behold the bleffed. 


man and men that were fent of God in this excellent work and fer- 
vice! All which will be more particularly exprefled in the enfuing 
annals of the man of God; which I do heartily recommend to my 
reader’s moft ferious perufal, and befeech Almighty God that his bleffing 
may go along with it, to the convincing of many as yet ftrangers to 
this holy difpenfation, and alfo to the edification of the church of God 
in general: who, for his manifold and repeated mercies and bleflings 
to his people, in this day of his great love, is ever worthy to have the 
glory, honour, thankfgiving, and renown; and be it rendered and 
afcribed, with fear and reverence, through him in whom he is well 
pleafed, his beloved Son and Lamb, our light and life, that fits with 
him upon the throne, world without end. Amen, 


Says one whom God has long fince mercifully favoured with his 
fatherly vifitation, and who was not difobedient to the heavenly 
vifion and call; to whom the way of truth is more lovely and 
precious than ever, and that knowing the beauty and benefit of 

it above all worldly treafure, has’chofen it for his chiefeft joy, 
and therefore recommends it to thy love and choice, becaufe he 

is with great fincerity and affection thy foul’s friend, 


William Penn. 
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TESTIMONY 


M ARG A’'R ET FOX, 
CONCERNING 


Her tpatte Huspsanp GEORGE FOX: 


TOGETHER WITH 


‘A brief Account of fome of his Travels, Sufferings, and Hard- 


fhips endured for the Truth’s Sake. 


T having pleafed Almighty God to take away my dear hufband out 
‘of this troublefome world, who was not a man thereof, being 
chofen out of it, and had his life and being in another region, and his 
teftimony was again{ft the world that the deeds thereof were evil, and 
therefore the world hated him; fo lam now to give in my account and 
teftimony for my dear end. whom the Lord hath taken unto his 
bleffed kingdom and glory: and it is before me from the Lord, and in 
my view, to give a relation and leave upon record the. dealings of the 
Lord with us from the beginning. 

He was the inftrument inthe hand of the Lord in this prefent age, 
which he made ufe of to fend forth into the world to preach the ever- 
lafting gofpel, which had been hid from many ages:and generations ; 
the Lord revealed it unto him, and made him open that new and 
living way that leads to life eternal, when he was but a youth and a 
ftripling. And when he declared it in his own country of. Leicefter- 
fhire, and in Derbythire, Nottinghamfhire, and Warwitkthire, and 
his declaration being againft the ioe ling-priefts and their pactices, it 
raifed a great fury and oppofition amongft the priefts and people againft 
him ; yet there was always fome that owned him in feveral places, but 
very et that ftood firm to him when perfecution came on him. There 
was he and one other put in prifon at Derby, but the other declined and 
left him in prifon there ; where he continued almoft a. whole year, and 


then he was releafed out of prifon, and went on with his teftimony 


abroad, and was put in prifon again at Nottingham; and there he con- 
tinued a while, and after was releafed again. 

And then he travelled on into Yorkfhire, and paffed up and down 
that great county, and feveral received him ; as William Dewfbury, 
Richard Farnfworth, Thomas Aldam, and athendi who all came to be 
faithful Painifters of the Spirit for the Lord. And he continued in that 
country, and travelled through Holdernefs and the Woulds,. and 

5 abundance 


xii 


xliv 


The Teftimony of MarGaret Fox. 


abundance were convinced ; and feveral were brought to prifon at 


York for their teftimony to the truth, both men and women: fo that 


we heard of fuch a people that were rifen, and we did very much in- 
quire after them. And after a while he travelled up farther towards fhe 
dales in Yorkfhire, as Wenfdale and Sedbur ; and amoneft the hills, 
dales, and mountains he came on, and convinced many of ae Shwe 
truth. 

In the year 1652 it pleafed the Lord to draw him sebuoeds us; fo 
he came on from Sedbur into Weftmoreland, to Firbank- Chapel, 


where John Blaykling came with him; and fo on to Prefton, 


Grarig, Kendal, Under-barrow, Poobank, Cartmel, and Staveley, 
and {fo on to Swarthmore, my dwelling-houfe, whither he brought 
the bleffed tidings of the everlafting. gofpel, which I and many 
hundreds in thefe parts have caufe to praife the Lord for. My then 
hufband, Thomas Fell, was not at home at that time, but gone the 
Welch circuit, being one of the judges of affize;- and our houfe 
being a place open to entertain minifters and religious people at, one of 
GerorcE Fox’s friends brought him thither, where he ftaid all night: 
and the next day, being a lecture or a faft-day, he went to Ulverfton 
fteeple-houfe, but came not in till people were gathered ; I and my 
children had been a long time there before. And when they were 
finging before the fermon he came in, and when they had done fing- 
ing he ftood up upon a feat or form, and defired ** that he might ave 
ie liberty to {peak ;” and he that was in the pulpit faid he might. And 
the firft words that he fpoke were as followeth : ‘ He is “hot a Jew 
<< that is one outward, neither is that circumcifion which is outward; 
<< but he isa Jew that is one inward, and that is circumcifion which is 
“cof the heart.” And fo' he went on and faid “that Chrift was 
“«* the light of the world, and lighteth every man that cometh intothe — 
‘<¢ world, and that by this light they might be gathered to God,” &c. _ 
I ftood up in my pew, and wondered at his doctrine; for I had never 
heard fuch before. And then he went on, and opened the {criptures 
and faid, “ The {criptures were the prophets words, and Chrift’s and 
‘¢ the apoftles words, and what, as they fpoke, they enjoyed and pof- 
« feffed, and had it from the Lord :” And faid, « Then what had 
«any to do with the fcriptures, but as they came. to the fpirit that 
«* save them forth. You will fay, Chrift faith this, and the apoftles 
* fay this; but what canft thou fay? Art thou a child of light, and 
‘ haft walked in the light, and what thou {peakeft, is it inwardly 
** from God ?” &c.. ‘This opened me fo, that it cut me to the heart 5 ‘ 
and then I faw clearly, we were all wrong. So I fat down in my 
again, and cried bitterly; and I cried in my fpirit to the Lord, ‘We 
‘* are all thieves, we are all thieves, we have taken the fcriptufes in 
«© words, and know nothing of them in ourfelves.” So that feryed 
mie, that I cannot well tell alae he {poke afterwards; but he went on 
in declaring againft the falfe prophets, priefts, and deceivers of the 
people. And there was one John Sawrey, a juftice of peace, and a 
profeffor, that bid the churchwarden take him away:: and he laid his 
hands on him feveral times, and took them off again, and let him 
alone; and then after a while he gave over, and came to our houfe 
again that night. And he fpoke in the family amongft the fervants, 
- and 


n 


The Teftimony of MarGaReT Fox, 


and they were all generally convinced; as William Caton, Thomas 
Salthoufe, Mary Afkew, Anne Clayton, and feveral other {ervants. 
And I was ftruck into fuch a fadnefs, I knew not what to do, my 
hufband being from home. I faw it was the truth, and I could not 
deny it; andIdid, as the Apoftle faith, « [ received the truth in the 
«« Jove of it:” and it was opened to me fo clear, that I had never a 
tittle in my heart againft it; but I defired the Lord that I might be 
kept in it, and then I defired no greater portion. 

He went on to Dalton, Aldingham, Dendrum, and Ramfyde 
chapels and fteeple-houfes, and feveral places up and down, and 
the people followed him mightily ; and abundange were convinced, 
and faw that which he {poke was truth, but the priefts were allin a rage, 
And about two weeks after James Naylor and Richard Farnfworth fol- 
lowed him, and enquired him out till they came to Swarthmore, and 
there ftaid a while with me at our houfe, and did me much good ; for 
I was under great heavinefs and judgment. . But the power of the Lord 
entered upon me within about three weeks that he came, and. about 
three weeks end my hufband came home; and many were ina mighty 
_ rage, and a deal of the captains and great ones of the country went to 
meet my then hufband as he was coming home, and informed him, 
« That a great difafter was befallen amongft his family, and that they 
“© were witches ; and that they had taken us out of our religion ; and 
<¢ that he muft either fet them away, or all the country would be un- 
«¢ done.” But no weapons formed againft the Lord fhall profper, as 
you may fee hereafter. 


So my hufband came home greatly offended ; and any may think 


what a condition I was like to be in, that either I muft difpleafe my” 


hufband or offend God ; for he was very much troubled with us all in 
the houfe and family, they had fo prepoffeffed him againftus. But 
_ James Naylor and Richard Farnfworth were both then at our houfe, 
and I defired them to come and fpeak to him; and {o they did very 
_ moderately and wifely : but he was at firft difpleafed with them, till 
they told him ‘* they came in love and good-will to his houfe.” And 
after that he had heard them {peak a while he was better fatisfied, and 
they offered as if they would go away; but I defired them to ftay, and 
not to go away yet, for GzorGe Fox will come this evening. AndI 
would have had my hufband to have heard them all, and fatisfied him- 
felf farther about them, becaufe they had fo prepoffefled him againft 
them of fuch dangerous fearful things in his coming firfthome. And 
then-he was pretty moderate and quiet, and his dinner being ready he 
went to it, and I went in and fate me down by him. And whilft I 
-was fitting the power of the Lord feized upon me, and he was ftruck 
with amazement, and knew not what to think; but was quiet and ftill. 
And the children were all quiet and ftill, and grown fober, and could 
not play on their mufick that they were learning; and all thefe things 

made him quiet and ftill. 
_ At night Georce Fox came: and after fupper my hufband was 
fitting in the parlour, and I afked him, If Gzorce Fox might 
come in? Andhe faid, Yes. SoGrorGE came in without any com- 
pliment, and walked into the room, and began to fpeak prefently ; 
and the family, and James Naylor, and Richard Farn{worth came all 
m in: 
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in: and he fpoke very excellently as ever I heard him, and opened 


Chrift’s and the apoftles practices, which they were in, in their day. 


And he opened the night of apoftacy fince the apoftles days, and laid 
open the priefts and their practices in the apoftacy ; that if all in Eng- 
land had been there, I thought they could not have denied the truth of 
thofé things. And fo my hufband came to fee clearly the truth of 
what he fpoke, and was very quiet that night, faid no more, and 
went to bed. The next morning came Lampit, prieft of Ulverfton, 
and got my hufband into the garden, and fpoke much to him there ; 
but my hufband had feen fo much the night before, that the prieft got 
little entrance upon him. -And when the prieft, Lampit, was come 
into the houfeé, GrorGe {poke fharply to him, and afked him, ‘“* When 


“© God fpoke to him, and called him to go and preach to the people ?” - 


But after a while the prieft went away : this was on the fixth day of 
the week, about the fifth month, 1652. And at our houfé divers 
friends were {peaking one to another, how there were feveral convinced 
here-aways, and we could not tell where to get a meeting: my hufs 
band alfo being prefent, he overheard, and faid of his own accord; 
«You may meet here if you will:” and that was the firft meeting 
we had that he offered of his owmaccord. And then notice was given 
that day and the next to friends, and there was a good large meeting 


the firft day, which was the firft meeting that was at Swarthmore, and 
fo continued there a meeting from 1652 to 1690. And my hufband 


went that day to the fteeple-houfe, and none with him but his clerk, 
and his groom that sid with him : and the prieft and the people Were 
all fearfully troubled ; but praifed be the Lord, they never got their 
wills upon us to this day. ade? 

After a few weeks Grorcr went to Ulverfton fteeple-houfé 


again, and the faid juftice Sawrey, with others, fet the rude rabble ~ 


upon him, and they beat him fo that he fell down as in a {woon, 
and was fore bruifed and blackened in his body, and on his head and 
arms. Then my hufband was not at home; but when he came home, 
he was difpleafed that they fhould do fo, and fpoke tojuftice Sawrey, and 


faid, <‘ It was againft law to make riots.’ After that he was fore — 


beat and {toned at Walney till he fell down, and alfo at Dalton was he 
fore beat and abufed ; fo that he had very hard ufage in divers places in 
thefe parts. And then when a meeting was fettled here, he went 
again into Weftmoreland, and fettled meetings there; and there was 
a great convincement, and abundance of brave minifters came out 
there-aways ; as John Camm, John Audland, Francis Howgil, Ed- 


ward Burrough, Miles Halhead, and John Blaykling, with divers — 


others. He alfo went over the fands to Lancafter, and Yelland, and Kel+ 
let, where Robert Widders, Richard Hubberthorn, and John Lawfon, 
with many others, were convinced. And about that time he was in 
thofe parts, many priefts and profeffors rofe up, and falfly accufed him 
for blafphemy, and did endeavour to take away his life, and got peo+ 
ple to {wear at a feffions at Lancafter that he had fpoken blafphemy. 
But my then hufband and colonel Weft, having had fome fight and 
knowledge of the truth, withftood the two perfecuting juftices, John 
Sawrey and Thompfon, and brought him off, and cleared him ; for in= 
deed he was innocent. And after the feffions there was a great meeting 
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in the town of Lancafter; and many of the town’s people came in, 
and many were convinced. And thus he was up and down about 


Lancafter, Yelland, Weftmoreland, and fome parts of Yorkthire, and 


our parts above oné year; in which time there were above twenty- 
four minifters brought forth, that were ready to go with their tefti- 
mony of the eternal truth unto the world: and foon after Francis How= 
gil and John Camm went to fpeak to Oliver Cromwel. 

In the year 1653 Grorce’s drawings were into Cumberland by 


Milholm, Lampley, Embleton and Brigham, Pardfey and Cocker-. 
mouth, where at or near Embleton he had a difpute with fome priefts, 


as Larkham and Benfon, but chiefly with John Wilkinfon, a preacher 
at Embleton and Brigham ; who was afterwards convinced, and owned 
the truth, and was a ferviceable minifter both in England; Ireland, 
and Scotland. And then he went to Coldbeck and feveral places, till 
he came to Carlifle, and went to their {teeple-houfe: and they beat 
and abufed him, and had him before the magiftrates ; who examined 
him, and put him in prifon there in the cotmmon gaol among the 
thieves. And at the affizes was one Anthony Pearfon, who had been 
a juftice of peace, and was convinced at Appleby, when he was upon 
the bench, by James Naylor and Francis Howgil, who were then pri- 
foners there, and brought before him; fo Anthony Pearfon fpake to 
the juftices at Carlifle, he being acquainted with them, having married 
his wife out of Cumberland ; and after a while they releafed him. 
Afterwards he went into feveral other parts of Cumberland, and many 
were convinced, and owned the truth: and he gathered and fettled 
meetings there amongft them, and up and down in feveral parts there 
in the north. ae 
In the year 1654, he went fouthward to his own country of 
Leicefterfhire, vifiting friends. And then colonel Hacker fent him to 
Oliver Cromwel: and after his being kept prifoner awhile, he was 
brought before Oliver, and was releafed. And then he ftayed awhile, 
viliting friends in London, and the meetings therein ; and fo pafled 
weftward to Briftol; and vifited friends there: and after went into 
Cornwall, where they put him in prifon at Launcefton, and one Ed- 
ward Pyot with him; where he had a bad, long imprifonment. 
When he was releated, he pafled into many parts in that county of 
Cornwall, and fettled meetings there. And then he travelled through 
many counties, vifiting friends and fettling meetings all along ; and {fo 
came into the north, and to Swarthmore, and to Cumberland. 
’ And fo for Scotland he paffed in the year 1657, and there went 
with him Robert Widders, James Lancafter, John Grave, and others, 
And he travelled through many places in that nation, as Douglas, 
Heads, Hamilton, Glafgow, and to Edinburgh, where they took him, 
and carried him before general Monk and the council, and examined 
him, and afked him his bufinefS into that nation; who anfwered, He 
came to vifit the feed of God. And after they had threatened him, 
and charged him to depart their mation of Scotland, they let him go. 
And then he went to Linlithgow, and Stirling, and Jotnftons, and 
many places, vifiting the people; and feveral were convinced. And. 
after he had ftaid a pretty while, and fettled fome meetings, he re- 
turned into Northumberland, and into the bifhoprick of Durham, 
a viliting 
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vifiting friends and fettling meetings as he went; and then returned 
back again to Swarthmore, and ftaid amongft friends awhile, and fo 
returned fouth again. [In 1658 judge Fell died]. 
_ And in 1660 he came out of the fouth into the north, and had a 
great general meeting about Balby in Yorkfhire; and fo came on 
vifiting friends in many places, till he came to Swarthmore again. 
And king Charles being then come in, the juftices fent out warrants, 
and took him at Swarthmore, charging him in their warrants, that he 
drew away the king’s liege people, to the endangering the embruing 
the nation in blood, and fent him prifoner to Lancafter caftle. And I 
having a great family, and he being taken in my honfe, 1 was moved 
of the Lord to,go to the king at Whitehall ; and took with me a de- 
claration, and an information of our principles; and a long time, and 
much ado I had, to get to him. But at laft, when I got to him, I 
told him, If he was guilty of thofe things, I was guilty, for he was 
taken in my houfe: And I gave him the paper of our principles, and 
defired that he would fet him at liberty, as he had promifed that none 
fhould fuffer for tender confciences, and we were of tender con{ciences, 
and defired nothing but the liberty of our confciences.. And then with 
much ado, after he had been kept prifoner near half a year at Lancafter, 
we got a habeas corpus, and removed him to the King’s Bench, where 
he was releafed. And then would I gladly have come home to my 
great family ; but was bound in my {pirit, and could not have freedom. 
to get away for a whole year. And the king had promifed me deveral 
times, that we fhould have our liberty: and then the monarchy-men 
rofe; and then came the great and general imprifonment of friends’ 
the nation through: And {fo could I not have freedom nor liberty to’ 
come home, till we had got a general proclamation for all our friends 
liberty; and then I had freedom and peace to come home. ) 

In 1663 he came north again, and to Swarthmore: and then 
they fent out warrants, and took him again, and had him to Holcrof 


before the juftices, and tendered him the oath of allegiance, and fent 


him prifoner to Lancafter caftle. And about a month after, the juf- 
tices fent for me alfo out of my houfe, and tendered me the oath; and 
fent me prifoner to Lancafter. And the next affizes they tendered the 
oath of allegiance and fupremacy again to us both, and premunired- 
me: but they had miffed the date and other things in his indictment, 
and fo it was quafhed; but they tendered him the oath again, and kept 
him prifoner a year and a half at Lancafter caftle. And then they 
fent him to Scarborough caftle in Yorkfhire, where they kept him 
prifoner clofe under the foldiers much of a year and a half; fo that a 
friend could fcarcely have fpoken to him; yet after that, it pleafed the 
Lord that he was releafed. But I continued in prifon, and a prifoner 
four years at that time; and an order was procured from the council, 
whereby I was fet at liberty. And in that time I went down into 
Cornwall with my fon and daughter Lower, and came back by Lon- 
don to the yearly meeting; and there I met with him again: And 
then he told me, The time was drawing towards our marriage, but 
he might firft go into Ireland. And a little before this time was he - 
prifoner in his own country at Leicefter for awhile; and then releafed. 
And fo into Ireland he went: and I went into Kent and Suffex; and 
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came back to London again; and afterward I went to the weft, towards 
Briftol, in 1669, and there I ftaid till he came over from Ireland, which 
was eleven years after my former hufband’s deceafe.. In Ireland 
he had had a great fervice for the Lord and his eternal truth amongft 
friends and many people there, but efcaped many dangers, and times 
of being taken prifoner, they having lain in wait aforehand for him 
in many places; and being returned, at Briftol he declared his in- 
tentions of marriage; and there accordingly our marriage was folem- 
nized: and then within ten days after I came homewards; and my 
. hufband ftaid up and down in the countries amongft friends, vifiting 
them. | 
Soon after I came home, there came another* order from the 
council to caft me into prifon again; and the fheriff of Lancathire 
fent his bailiff, and pulled me out of my own hout, and had me 
prifoner to Lancafter caftle, upon the old premunire ; where I conti- 
nued a whole year: and moft part of all that time I was fick and 
weakly, and alfo my hufband was weak and fickly at that time. 
After a while he recovered, and went about to get me out of 
prifon; and a difcharge at laft was got under the great feal, and fo I 
was iet at liberty: and then I was to go up to London again, for my 
hufband was intending for America; and he was full two years away 
before he came back again to England: and arriving at Briftol, he came 
thence to London, and intended to have come to the, middle of the na- 
tion with me. But when we came into fome parts of Worcefterthire, 
they got there information of him; and one juftice Parker by his warrant 
fent him and my fon Lower to Worcefter Gaol; and the juftices there 
tendered him the oath, and premunired him, but releafed my fon 
Lower ; who ftaid with him moft of the time he was prifoner there. 
And after fome time he fell fick in a long lingering ficknefs, and 
many times was very ill; fo they wrote to me from London, that if 
‘I would fee him alive, I might go to him; which accordingly I did. 
_And after I had tarried feventeen weeks with him at Worceiter, and 
‘no difcharge like to be obtained for him, I went up to London, and 
wrote to the king an account of his long imprifonment, and that he 
was taken in his travel homewards ; and that he was fick and weak, 
and not like to live, if they kept him long there. And I went with 
it to Whitehall myfelf; and I met with the king, and gave him the 
paper: and he faid, I muft go to the chancellor, he could do nothing in 
it. Then I writ alfo to the lord chancellor, and went to his houfe, and 
_ gave him my paper, and fpoke to him, That the king had left it wholly 
‘to him ; and if he did not take pity, and releafe him out of that prifon, 
I feared he would end his days there. And the lord chancellor Finch 
was a very tender man, and {poke to the judge, who gave out an habeas 
corpus prefently. And when we got’ it, we fent it down to Wor- 
cefter ; and they would not part with him at firft, but faid, he was 
premunired, and was not to go out on that manner. And then we 
were forced to go to judge North, and to the attorney-general, and 
we got another order, and fent down from them; and with much 
ado, and great labour and induftry of William Mead, and other 
friends, we got him up to London, where he appeared at Weftmin-~ 
 fter Hall at the King’s Bench, before judge Hales, who was a very 
n honett, 
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honeft, tender man; and he knew they had imprifoned him but in 
envy. So that which they had again{ft him was read; and our coun- 
fel pleaded, that he was taken up in his travel and journey ; and 


there was but little faid till he was acquitted. - And this was the laft — 


prifon that he was in, being freed by the court of King’s Bench. * 


When he was at liberty, he recovered again; and then I was 
very defirous to go home with him, which we did; and this was 
the firft time that he came to Swarthmore after. we were married, 
and he ftaid here about two years, and then went to London again 


-to the yearly meeting; and after a while went into Holland, and 


fome parts of Germany, where he ftaid a. pretty while, and then re- 
turned to London again at the next yearly meeting. And after he 
had ftaid a while in and about London, he came into the north to 
Swarthmore again, and ftaid that time nigh two years; and then he 
grew weakly, being troubled with pains and aches, having had many 
tore and long travels, beatings, and hard imprifonments. But after 
fome time he rode to York, and fo paffed on through Nottingham- 
fhire and feveral counties, vifiting friends, till he came to London 
to the yearly meeting, and ftaid there and thereabouts till he finifhed 
his courfe, and laid down his head in peace. 

And though the Lord had provided an outward habitation for him, 
yet he was not willing to ftay at it, becaufe it was fo remote and 
far from London, where his fervice moft lay. And my concern for 
God and his holy eternal truth was then in the north, where God 
had placed and fet me; and likewife for the ordering and governing 
of my children and family; fo that we were willing both of us to 
live apart fome years upon God’s account and his truth’s fervice, and 
to deny ourfelves of that comfort which we might have had in being 
together, for the fake and fervice of the Lord and his truth. And 
if any took occafion, or judged hard of us becaufe of that, the Lord 
will judge them; for we were innocent. And for my own part, I 
was willing to make many long journeys, for taking away all occa- 
tion of evil thoughts: and though I lived two hundred miles from 
London, yet have I been nine times there, upon the Lord’s and his 


truth’s account; and of all the times that I was at London, this laft . 


time was moft comfortable, that-the Lord was pleafed to give me 
ftrength and ability to travel that great journey, being feventy-fix 
years of age, to fee my dear hufband, who was better in his health 
and ftrength than many times I had feen him before. I look upon 
it that the Lord’s fpecial hand was in it that I fhould go then, for 
he lived but about half a year after I left him; which makes me 
admire the wifdom and goodnefs of God in ordering my journey at 
that time. 

_ And now he hath finifhed his courfe and his teftimony, and is en- 
tered into his.eternal reft and felicity. I truft in the fame powerful 
God, that his holy arm and power will carry me through, whatever 
he hath yet for me to do; and that he will be my ftrength and fup- 
port, and the bearer up of my head unto the end and in the end. 
Por I know his faithfulnefs and goodnefs, and I have experience of 


his love; to whom be glory and powerful dominion for ever. Amen. 
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 E1ruer days nor length of time with us can wear out the me- 
N mory of our dear and honoured father Gzorce Fox, whom 
the Lord hath taken to himfelf: and though his earthly houfe of 
this tabernacle be diffolved, and mortality put off, yet we believe he 
has a ‘* building with God eternally in the heavens, and is entered 
‘into reft,” as a reward to thofe great labours, hard fufferings, and 
fore tryals, he patiently endured for God and-his truth. Of which 
truth he was made an able minifter, and one, if not the firft promul- 
gator of it in our age; who, though of no great literature, nor feem~ 
ing much learned as to the outward, being hid from the wifdom of 
this world, yet he had the tongue of the learned, and could fpeak a 
word in due feafon to the conditions and capacities of moft, efpecially 
to them that were weary and wanted foul’s reft, being deep in the 
divine myfteries of the kingdom of God. And the word of life and 
falvation through him reached into many fouls, whereby many were 
convinced of their great duty of inward retiring to wait upon God; 
and as they became diligent in the performance of that fervice, were 
alfo raifed to be preachers of the fame everlafting gofpel of peace and 
glad tidings to others ;. who are as feals to his miniltry both in this 
and other nations, and may poffibly give a more full account thereof. 
Howbeit we knowing his unwearied diligence, not {paring but 
{pending himfelf in the work and fervice whereunto he was chofen 
and called of God, could not but give this fhort teftimony of his 
faithfulnefs therein, and likewife of his tender love and care towards 
us; who as a tender father to children, in which capacity we ftood, 
being fo related unto him, he never failed to give us his wholefome 
countel and advice. And not only fo, but, as a father in Chrift, he 
took care of the whole family and houfhold of faith, which the Lord 
had made him an eminent overfeer of, and endowed him with fuch 
an excellent f{pirit of wifdom and underftanding, to propofe and di- 
rect helps and advantages to the well-ordering and eftablifhing of 
affairs and government insthe church, as now are found very fervice- 
able thereunto, and*have greatly difappointed and prevented the falfe, 
loofe, and libertine {pirit in fome, who to their confufiom have en- 
deavoured, by feparation and divifion, to difturb the church’s peace. 
And although many of that fort have at fundry times fhot their 
poifonous darts at him, publickly in print, and privately other ways, 
yet he has always been preferved by the heavenly power of God out of 
the reach of their envy, and all perils and difficulties that attended on 
_ their account; who, asa fixed {tar in the firmament of God’s power, 
did conftantly abide, and held his integrity to the laft, being of a {weet 
favory life, and as to converfation kept his garments clean: and 
though outwardly dead yet liveth, and his memory is right precious 
unto us ; and it is and will be to all that abide in the love of truth, 
and have not declined the way of it. For he was one of the Lord’s 
worthies, valiant for the truth upon earth, not turning his back in 
the day of battle; but his bow ftill abiding in its ftrength, he, thro” 
Bede. ty sae many 
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many hardfhips, brought gladnefs and refrefhment to Ifrael’s camp, 
being affifted by the might of that power that always put the armies 
of aliens and enemies to flight. And now, having finifhed his courfe, 
is removed from us into a glorious ftate of immortality and blifs, and 
is gathered unto the Lord as a fhock of corn in its full feafon, and 
to that habitation of: fafety where the wicked ceafe from troubling 
and the weary be at reft. . 

John Rous, 

William Meade, 

Thomas Lower, 

William Ingram, 

Daniel Abraham, 

Abraham Morrice. 

Margaret Rous, 

- . Sarah Meade, 

Mary Lower, 

Sufanna Ingram, 

Rachel Abraham, 

Tfabel Morrice. 


An EPISTLE by way of Tesrimony to Friends 
and Brethren of the Monthly and Quarterly Meetings in 
England, Wales, and elfewhere, concerning the Deceafe 
of our faithful Brother Gzrorcz Fox. | 


. From our Second Day’s Morning-Meeting in London, the 26th of 


the r1th month, 1690. 


Ear and truly beloved friends, brethren, and fitters in Chrift 
Jefus, our bleffed Lord and Saviour, we fincerely and tenderly 
falute you all in his free and tender love, wherewith he hath 
gracioufly yifited us, and largely fhed it abroad in our fouls, to 
our own unfpeakable comfort and confolation, and towards his 
whole heritage and offspring ; bleffed be his pureand powerful name 
for evermore. And our fouls do truly and fervently defire, and 
breathe unto the God of all.our mercies, that you all may be pre- 
ferved and kept truly faithful and diligent in his work and fervice, 
according to your heavenly calling and endowments, with his light, 
grace, and truth unto the end of your days; as being livingly en- 
gaged thereby all your appointed time to ferve him, and to wait till 
your change come; that none may neglect that true improvement of 
your times and talents that God has afforded you here for your eternal 
advantage hereafter in that inheritance and life immortal that never 
fades away. And that the whole flock and heritage of Chrift Jefus, 
which he has purchafed and bought for himfelf with a price incor- 
ruptible, may always be preferved in his own pure love and life, foas — 
to grow, increafe, and profper in the fame, and thereby be kept in 
love, unity, and peace with one another, as becomes his true and 
faithful followers, is that which our very hearts and fouls defire, be- 
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ing often truly comforted and enlarged in the living fenfe and feeling 
of the increafe and aboundings thereof among faithful friends and 
brethren. 

And dear brethren and fifters, unto this our tender falutation we 
are concerned, in brotherly love and true tender-heartednefs, to add 
and impart unto you fome account of the deceafe of our dear and 
elder brother in Chrift, namely, his and his church’s true and faith- 


ful fervant and minifter Georcr Fox, whom it hath pleafed the - 


Lord to take unto himfelf, as he hath divers others of his faithful 
fervants and minifters of late time; who have faithfully ferved out 
their generation, and finifhed their teftimony and courfe with joy and 
peace. Howbeit, O dear brethren and friends! that fo many 
worthies in Ifrael, and ferviceable inftruments in the Lord’s hand, 
are of late taken away and removed from us, fo foon one after an- 
other, appears a difpenfation that deeply and forrowfully affects us 
and many more, whofe hearts are upright and tender towards God 
and one to another in the truth. The confideration of the depth, 
weight, and meaning thereof is very weighty upon our fpirits, tho’ 
their precious life and teftimony lives with us, as being of that fame 
body, united to one head, even Jefus Chrift; in which we ftill, and 
hope ever fhall have fecret comfort and union with them, whom the 
Lord has removed and taken to himfelf, out of their earthly taber- 
- nacles and houfes, into their heavenly and everlafting manfions. 

This our dear brother, GEorGE Fox, was enabled by the Lord’s 
power to preach the truth fully and effectually in our publick meet- 
ing in White Hart Court, by Grace-church-ftreet, London, on the 
rith day of this inftant 11th month, 1690: after which he faid, 
«© T am glad I was here; now lam clear, I am fully clear.” He 
was the fame day taken with fome illnefs or indifpofition of body 
more than ufual, and continued weak in body for two days after at 
our friend Henry Gouldney’s houfe in the fame court, clofe by the 
meeting-houfe, in much contentment and peace, and very fenfible to 
the laft. In which time he mentioned divers friends, and fent for 
fome in particular ; to whom he expreffed his mind for the {preading 
friends books and truth in the world and through the nations thereof, 
as his {pirit in the Lord’s love and power was univerfally fet and bent 


for truth and righteoufnefs, and the making known the way thereof 


to the nations and people afar off ;. fignifying alfo to fome friends, 
«© That all is well; and the feed of God reigns over all, and over 
<¢ death itfelf : that though he was weak in body, yet that the power 
«« of God is over all, and the feed reigns over all diforderly {pirits :” 
which were his wonted fenfible expreffions, being in the living faith 
and fenfe thereof, which he kept to the end. And on the 13th 
inftant, between the ninth and tenth hour of the night, he quietly 
departed this life in peace, being two days after the Lord enabled 
~ him to publifh and preach the bleffed truth in the meeting as afore- 
faid. So that he clearly and evidently ended his days in his faith- 
ful teftimony, in perfect love and unity with his brethren, and peace 
and good-will to all men, being about fixty and fix years of age, as 
we underftand, when he departed this life. 1825 
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Andon the fixteenth of this inftant, being the day appointed for his’ 


funeral, a very great concourfe of friends and other people aflembled 
at our meeting-houfe in White Hart Court aforefaid, about the mid- 
day, in order to attend his body to our burying-place near Bunhill- 
fields, to be interred, as friends laft office of love and refpect due on 
that account. The meeting was held about two hours, with great 
and heavenly folemnity, manifeftly attended with the Lord’s blefied 
power and prefence; and divers living teftimonies given from a lively 
remembrance and fenfe of this his dear ancient fervant, his bleffed 
miniftry and teftimony of the breaking forth of this gofpel-day ; his. 
innocent life, long and great travels, and labours of love in the ever- 
lafting gofpel, for the turning and gathering many thoufands from 
darknefs to the light of Chrift Jefus, the foundation of true faith 5. 
alfo of his manifold fufferings, afflictions, and oppofitions which he 
met withal for his faithful teftimony, both from his open adverfa- 
ries and falfe brethren ; and his prefervations, dominion, and deli- 
verances out. of them all by the power of God: to whom the glory 
and honour was and is afcribed, in raifing up and preferving this his 
faithful witnefs and minifter to the end of his days, whote blefied 
memorial will everlaftingly remain. 

He loved truth and righteoufnefs, and bore faithful teftimony 
again{t deceit and the myftery of iniquity ; and often, of late time 
efpecially, warned friends againft covetoufnefs, earthly-mindednefs, 
againft getting into the earth, and into a brittle {pirit; and the 
younger fort, againft loofenefs and pride of life. 

A few days before he died he had a great concern upon his mind 
concerning fome in whom the Lord’s power was working, to lead 
them into a miniftry and teftimony to his truth ; who, through their 
too much entangling themfelves in the things of this world, did 
make themfelves unready to anfwer the call and leadings of the power 
ef God, and hurt the gift that was beftowed upon them, ‘and did 
not take that regard to their fervice and miniftry as they ought. And 
mentioned the apoftle’s exhortation to Timothy, to “ take heed to 
** his miniftry, and to fhew himfelf approved,” &c. And exprefied 


his grief concerning fuch as preferred their own bufinefs before the 


Lord’s bufinefs, and fought the advancing worldly concerns before 
the concerns of truth: and concluded with a tender and fatherly ex- 
hortation to all to whom God had imparted of his heavenly treafure, 
that they would improve it faithfully ; and be diligent in the Lord’s 
work, that the earth might be fown with the feed of the kingdom, 
and God’s harveft might be minded by thofe whom he had called 
and enabled to labour therein: and that fuch would commit the 
care of their outward concerns to the Lord, who would care. for 


them, and give a blefling to them. However, this is not mentioned ~ 


to encourage any to run unfent, or without being called of God. 
Many are living witneffes that the Lord raifed him up by his 
power, to proclaim his mighty day to the nations, and made him an 
efreCtual inftrument in our day to turn many from darknefs to light, 
and from Satan’s power to God; and freely to. fuffer and bear all 
reproaches, and the manifold perfecutions, buffetings, halings, ftone-- 
ings, imprifonments, and cruelties, that were in the beginning and 
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for fome time inflided on him and others, for the name of Chritt 
efus. 
68 was in his teftimony as a fixed ftar in the firmament of 
God’s power, where all that be truly wife, and that turn many to 
righteouf{nefs, fhall fhine as the brightnefs of the firmament, and as 
the ftars for ever and ever. _He-knew and preached the myftery of 
Chrift revealed, the life and fubftance, and the power of godlinefs, 
above all fhadows and forms: the Lord endued him with a hidden 
wifdom and life. He loved peace, and earneftly laboured for uni- 
verfal love, unity, peace, and good order in the churches of Chrift: 
and where-ever he met with the contrary, it was his great grief and 
burden. He was greatly for the encouragement of faithful labourers 
in the Lord’s work ; and it was a great offence and grief to him to 
pb their teftimony weakened, or labours flighted, through preju- 
dice in any profefiing truth. . 

And inafmuch as the Lord fuffered him not to be delivered up to 
the will of his enemies and perfecutors, who often heretofore 
breathed out cruelty againft him, and defigned his deftruction ; but 
in his good pleafure fo fairly and quietly took him away in his own 
time, when his teftimony was fo blefiedly finifhed, and his work 
accomplifhed ; this is all remarkable, and worthy of -ferious and 
due obfervation, as being a {pecial and divine providence and wifdom 
of God; to whom we afcribe the glory of all, and not unto man 
or creatures. ‘Though we muft needs allow and own that good re- 
port and due efteem which faithful elders, minifters, and fervants of 
God and Chrift have by faith obtained, to the praife of that bleffed 
Power that upheld them in every age in their day; many whereof 


are even of late taken away from the evil to come, and are at reft 


in the Lord, out of the reach of all envy and perfecution, where 
the wicked cannot trouble them any more. : . 

And we mutt patiently bear our parting with them, and our lofs 
and forrow on that account, with refpect to their unfpeakable gain: 
yet how can we avoid being deeply affected with fadnefs of {pirit 
and brokennefs of heart, under the fenfe and confideration of fuch 
lofs and revolutions, which we have -caufe to believe are ominous of 
calamities to the wicked world, though of good to the righteous? 
Did the death of plain upright Jacob, namely Ifrael, who was as a 
prince of God, fo deeply affect both his own children and kindred, 
as that they made a great and fore lamentation for him; and even 
the Egyptians alfo, that they bewailed him feventy days? And the 
death of Mofes fo deeply affect the children of Ifrael, as that they 

_« did weep and mourn for him in the plain of Moab thirty days?” 
‘And the.death of Stephen, that faithful martyr of Jefus, fo deeply 
-affe@ certain men fearing God, as “ that they made great lamenta- 
** tion for him?” And the apoftle Paul, when taking his leave of the 
“elders of the church of Ephefus, and telling them, ‘ they fhould fee 
*«< his face no more?” If this did fo deeply affect them, that they 
«< wept all abundantly, forrowing moft of all for thefe words, that 
«« they fhould fee his face no more ;” with many more of this kind, 
how then can we otherwife chufe but be deeply affected with for- 
row and fadnefs of heart, though not as thofe which have no nape: 
when 
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when fo many of our ancient, dear, and faithful brethren, with whom 
we have had much {weet fociety, are removed from us one after an- 


other? [We pray God raife up and increafe more fuch!| Yet muft 


we all contentedly fubmit to the good pleafure and wifdom of the 
Lord our God in all thefe things; who taketh away, and none can 
hinder him, nor may any fay unto him, ‘© What doft thou?” Yet 
we have caufe to blefs the Lord that he hath of late raifed, and 1s 
raifing up more to publifh his name in the earth; and we that yet 
remain have but a fhort time to ftay after them that are gone, but we 
fhall be gone to them alfo. The Lord God of life keep us all faith- 
ful in his holy truth, love, unity, and life tothe end. He hatha 
great work {till to bring forth in the earth, and great things to bring” 
to pafs, in order to make way for truth and righteoufnefs to take 
place therein; and that his feed may come forth and be gathered, 
and the power and kingdom of our God and of his Chrift made 
known and exalted in the earth, unto the ends thereof. 


Dear friends and brethren, Be faithful till death, that a crown of 
life you may obtain. All dwell in the love of God in Chrift Jefus, 
in union and peace in him; to whom we tenderly commit you to’ 
keep and ftrengthen you, blefs and preferve you to the end of your 
days. In whole dear and tender love we remain . 


Your dear friends and brethren, 


Stephen Crifp, Nicholas Gates, Daniel Monro, 
Geo. Whitehead, Francis Stamper, John Heywood. 
Fra. Camfild, John Vaughton, George Bowles, 


James Park, Gilbert Latey, William Robinfon. © 
John Elfon, Charles Marfhal, William Bingley, 
Peteree rice, fs Rich. Needham, John Butcher, 
. John Field, James Martin, Benjamin Antrobus. 


John Edridge. 


Thefe names are fince added, at the defire of the perfons fol- 
lowing : 2801 


Sam. Goodaker, Amb. Rigg, William Fallowfield. 


P:Ongel SO Ro Io rats 
Efore his death he wrote a little paper, defiring all friends every- 
where, that ufed to write to him about the fufferings and affairs 
of friends in their feveral.countries, fhould henceforth write to their 


. feveral correfpondents in London, to be communicated to the Second 


Day’s Meeting, to take care that they be anfwered. 


THOMAS 


Tuomas Ettwoop’s Account of ‘that eminent and honour« 
able Servant of the Lord, Grorcz Fox. 


“# HIS holy man was taifed up by God in an extraordinary man- 

ner, for an extraordinary work, even to awaken the fleeping 
world, by proclaiming the mighty day of the Lord to the nations, 
and publifhing again the everlaiting gofpel to the inhabitants of the 
earth, after the long and difmal night of apoftaly and darknefs. For 
this work the Lord began to prepare him by many and various trials 


and exercifes from his very childhood; and having fitted and fur-. 


nifhed him for it, he called him into it very young; and made him 
inftrumental, by the effectual working of the Holy Ghoft, through 
his miniftry to call many others into the fatne work, and to turn 
many thoutands from darknefs to the light of Chrift, and from the 
power of Satan unto God. I knew him not till the year 1660: 
from that time to the time of his death I knew him well, con- 
verfed with him often, obferved him much, loved him dearly, and 
honoured him truly ; and upon good experience can fay, he was in- 
deed an heavenly-minded man, zealous for the name of the Lord, 
and preferred the honour of God before all things. = + 

He was valiant for the truth, bold in afferting it, patient in fuffer= 
ing for it, unwearied in labouring in it, fteady in his teftimony to it; 
immoveable as a rock. Deep he was in divine knowledge, clear in 
opening heavenly myfteries, plain and powerful in preaching, fervent 
in prayer. He was richly endued with heavenly wifdom, quick in 
difcerning, found in judgment, able and ready in giving, difcreet in 
keeping counfel ; a lover of righteoufnefs, an encourager, of virtue, 
juftice, temperance, meeknefs, purity, chaftity, modefty, humility, 


charity and felf-denial in all, both by word and examples Grace- - 


ful he was in countenance, manly in perfonage, grave in gefture, 
courteous in converfation, weighty in communication, inftructive in 
difcourfe; free from affectation in fpeech or carriage. A fevere re- 
prover of hard and obftinate finners; a mild and gentle admonifher 
of fuch as were tender, and fenfible of their failings : Not apt to 
refent perfonal wrongs’; eafy to forgive injuries; but zealoufly ear- 
neft where the honour of God, the profperity of truth, tlte peace of 
the church were concerned. Very tender, compafiionate, and piti- 
ful he was to all that were under any fort of affliction; full of bro- 
therly love, full of fatherly care: for indeed the care of the churches 
of Chrift was daily upon him, the profperity and peace whereof he 
ftudioufly fought, Beloved he was of God, beloved of God's peo- 
ple; and (which was not the leaft part of his honour) the common 
butt of all apoftates envy, whofe good notwithftanding he earneftly 
fought. | 

He lived to fee the defire of, his foul, the fpreading of that 
_ bleffed principle of divine*light through many of the European 
nations, and not a few of the American iflands and provinces, and 
the gathering many thoufandsiinto eftablifhment therein ; which 
the Lord vouchfafed him the honouf to be the firft effectual ie a 
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of in this latter age of the world. And having fought a good fight, 
finifhed his courfe, and kept the faith, his righteous foul, freed 
from the earthly tabernacle, in which he had led an exemplary life. 
of holinefs, was tranflated into thofe heavenly manfions, where Chrift 
our Lord went to prepare a-place for his; there to pofiefs that glo- 
rious crown.of righteoufnefs which is laid up for, and {hall be given 
by the Lord the righteous judge to all them that love his appearance. 
Ages to come and people yet unborn fhall call him bleffed, and blefs 
the Lord for raifing of him up: and bleffed fhall we alfo be, if we 
fo walk as we had him for an example ; for whom this teftimony 
lives in my heart, He lived and died the SERVANT of the 


LORD. 
: Tass 


“The Appearance of the Lord’s Everlafting Truth breaking 


forth again in his Eternal Power in this our Day and 
Age in ENGLAN D— 


Herein the Lord’s mighty power and word of life hath been 

richly and freely preached, to'the gathering of many into 
reconciliation with God by it; to the exaltation and glory of the 
great God, through the bringing forth of the heavenly and {piritual 
fruits, from fuch as have been gathered by his eternal light, power, 
and Spirit unto himfelf. And by the fowing to the Spirit in the 
hearts.of people, life eternal hath been reaped: that the flocks have ~ 
been gathered, which have the milk of the word plenteoufly: that 
the riches of the word have flourifhed, and mightily abounded ; and 
God’s heavenly plough with his {piritual men hath gone on chear= 
fully, to the overturning the fallow ground of the hearts that had 
not borne heavenly fruit to God. And God’s heavenly threfhers 
with his heavenly flail have with joy and delight threfhed out the 
chaff and the corruptions that have been atop of God’s feed and 
wheat in.man and woman: and thus have they threfhed in hope, 
and are made partakers of their hope; through which God’s feed is 
come into his garner, , 
O the unutterable glory and the inexpreffible excellency of the 
everlafting glorious truth, gofpel, and word of life, that the infinite, 
invifible, and wife God (who is over all) hath revealed and mani- 
fefted !’ And how have the profeffors, priefts, and powers rifen up in 
oppofition againft his children, that are born of the immortal feed 


by the word of God! And O how great ‘have the perfecutions and 


reproaches, and fpoiling of goods been, that have been executed 
upon them! But they that have touched.them, and touch them, 
which are as dear to God.as the apple of his eye, how hath the 
Lord manifefted himfelf to ftand by them, in overthrowing powers, 
priefts, and ftates! What changes have there been fince as and _ 
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1650, and 1652! How have the gaols been filled fince then in this 
nation with the heirs of life, God’s chofen ones, who had no helper 
in the earth but the Lord and his Chrift! So that truth’s faithful 
witnefles were {carcely to be found but in gaols and prifons, where 
the righteous were numbered among the tranfgreffors; who had 
neither f{taff nor bag from man, but the ftaff, the bread of life, 
and the bag that holds the treafure that waxes not old. But the 
Lord Jefus Chrift, that fent them forth, was their exceeding great 
fupporter and upholder by his eternal power and Spirit, both then 
and now. 
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POE RON GAOL: 
HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 


OF *r Hae 
Life, Travels, Sufferings, &c. 
: OF 


GEORGE Fox. 


HAT all may know the dealings of the Lorp with me; 

and the various exercifes, trials, and troubles through 

which he led me, in order to prepare and fit me for the 

- work unto which he had appointed me, and may thereby 

; be drawn to admire and glorify his Infinite Wifdom and 

Goodnefs ; I think fit, before I proceed to fet forth my publick tra- 

vels in the fervice of Truth, briefly to mention how it was with me 

in my youth, and how the work of the Lorp was begun, and gra- 

dually carried on in me, even from my childhood. 

- I was born in the month called July, in the year 1624, at Drayton Drayton in 
in the Clay, in Leicefterfhire. My father’s name was Chriftopher Leicefter- 


Fox. He was by profeffion a weaver, an honeft man, and there was itace arene 
a Seed of Gop in him. The neighbours called him Righteous Chirif- Fox's birth. 
ter. My mother was an upright woman; her maiden name was 

Mary Lago, of the family of the Lago’s, and of the ftock of the 

martyts. . 

_In my very young years I had a gravity and ftayednefs of mind 

and fpirit not ufual in children; infomuch that when I have feen 

old men carry themfelves lightly and wantonly towards each other, 

a diflike thereof hath rifen in my heart, and I have faid within my- 

felf, «« If ever I come to be a man, furely I fhould not do fo, nor be 

“« fo wanton.” . : 
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When I came to eleven years of age, I knew purenefs and righteouf- 
nefs ; for while I was a child I was taughthow to walk fo as to be kept 
pure. The Lorp taught me to be faithful in all things, and to act 
faithfully two ways, viz. inwardly to Gop, and outwardly to man ; 
and to keep to yea and nay in allthings. For the Lorp fhewed me, 
though the people of the world have mauths full of deceit and 
changeable words, that I was to keep to yea and nay in all things, that 
my words fhould be few and favory, feafoned with grace; and that I 
might not eat and drink to make myfelf wanton, but for health, 
ufing the creatures in their fervice, as fervants in their places, to the 
glory of him that created them : they being in their coyenant, and I 
being brought up into the covenant, as fanétified by the Word which 
was in the beginning, by which all things are upheld, wherein is 
unity with the creation. 

But people being ftrangers to the covenant of life with God, they 
eat and drink to make themfelves wanton with the creatures, wafting 
them upon their lufts, living in all filthinefs, and devouring the 
creation; all this in. the world, in the’ pollutions thereof without 
God : therefore I was to fhun all fuch. 

_AsI grew up my relations thought to have made me a prieft; but 
others perfuaded to the contrary. Whereupon I was put toa man 
who was a fhoe-maker by trade, and dealt in wool. He alfo ufed 
grazing, and fold cattle; and a great deal went through my hands. 
While I was with him he was bleft, but after I left him he broke and 
came to nothing. IJnever wronged man or woman in all that time ; 
for the Lord’s power was with me, and over me, to préeferve me. 
While I was in that fervice, I ufed in my dealings the word [Verily] 
and it was a common faying among thofe that knew me, << If George 
_  fays verily, there is no altering him.” When boys and rude per- — 

“fons would laugh at me: I let them alone and went my way: but 
people had generally a love to me for my innocency and honetty, \ 

When I came, towards nineteen years of age, being upon bufinefs 
at a fair, on¢ of my coufins, whofe name was Bradford, a profeffor, 
having another profeffor with him, came and, afked me to drink part 
of a jug of beer with them, I, being thirfty, went in with them ; 
for, I loyed any; who had: a fenfe of good, or that fought: after the: 
Lord. When we had drank a glafs. a. piece, they, began to drink 
healths, and called for more drink, agreeing together, ‘That he that 
would not: drink, fhould. pay all. I was grieved that any, who. made 
profeffion.of religion, fhould offer to do. fo, 'Fhey grieved me very 
much, having. never had: fuch,a,thing put; to. me before, by any fort 
of people. Wherefore I rofe. up, and putting my hand into my: 
pocket, took, out. a groat, and, laid it upom the table before them, 
faying, ‘ Ifit.be fo, Lwilkleave! you.” So went away; and when 
I had done my bufinefs returned home; but did not go to bed that 
night, nor, could, Ifleep.;, but-fometimes walked up and:down, and 
fometimes prayed, and cried tothe Lord, who faid unto me; “'Thow | 
“< feeft how young, people..go together into» vanity, and old people: 


««into the earth ; thou mutt forfake all,. young and old, keep out of 


«all, and:beas.a ftrangerj unte all.” oo 
i , - Then 
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Then at the command of God, the ninth of the feventh month, 1643. 
1643, I left my relations, and broke of all familiarity or fellowthip ~ : 
with young or old. I paffed to Lutterworth, where. I ftaid {ome Lutterworth; 
time. From thence I went to Northampton, where alfo I made hake lig 
fome ftay; then paffed to Newport-pagnel, in Buckinghamfhire EU oars 
where, after I had ftaid a while I went to Barnet, in the fourth 12 Bucks; 
month called June, in the year 1644. As I thus travelled through °° 
the country, profeffors took notice of me, and fought to be acé 
quainted with me; but I was afraid of them: for I was fenfible 
they did not pofiefs what they profeffed. During the time I was at 
Barnet, a ftrong temptation to defpaircame upon me. I then faw™ 
how Chrift was tempted, and mighty troubles I was in... Sometimes 
I kept myfelf retired in my chamber, and often walkéa@folitary in the 
Chace to wait upon the Lord. aly Sts 

I wondered why thefe things fhould come to me: IMgoked upon 
myfelf, and faid, «‘ Was I ever fo before?” Then I thought, be- 
caufe I had forfaken my relations, I had done amifs again{t them. 
So I was brought to call to mind all my time that I had {pent, and to 
confider whether I had wronged any: but temptations grew more and 
more, and I was tempted almoft to defpair ; and when Satan could 
not effect his defign upon me that way, he laid fnares and baits to 
draw me to commit fome fin, whereby he might take advantage to 
bring me todefpair. I was about twenty years. of age when thefe 
exercifes came upon me, and fome years I continued in that condi- 
tion in great trouble, and fain [would have put it from me. I went 
to many a prieft to look for comfort, but found no comfort from 
them. 

_ From Barnet I went to London, whereI took a lodging, and was rondon. 
under great mifery and trouble there ; for I looked upon the great =< 
profefiors of the city of London, and faw all was dark and under 
the chain of darknefs. I had an uncle there, one Pickering, a 
baptift, and they were tender then : yet I could not impart my mind 
to him, nor join with them ; for I faw all, young and old, where 
they were. Some tender people would have had me ftaid, but I was 
_ fearful, and returned homeward into Leicefterfhire, having a regard Leicefter- 
‘upon my mind to my parents and relations; left I fhould grieve them 3 7" 
who, I underftood, were troubled at my abfence. 
_ + Being returned into Leicefterfhire, my relations would have had 
.me married; but I told them I was buta lad, and muft get wifdom. 
Others would have had me into the auxiliary band among the fol- 
diery, but I refufed, and was grieved that they offered fuch things to 
me,. being a.tender youth. Then TI went to Coventry, where took Coventry. 
a chamber for a while at a profeffor’s houfe, till people began to be 
acquainted with me;.for there were many tender people in that town. 
After fome time I, went into my own country again, and continued ; ...ger. 
_ about a. year, in great forrow and trouble, and walked many’ nights fhire. 
by myfelf. | 

Then. the prieft of Drayton, the town of my birth, whofe: ndtne = 1945+ 
was, Nathaniel Stevens, came: often to'me, and I went‘ often’ to him’; 
and another prieft fometimes came! with him ; arid they would give 
_ place.to me, toshear me} andl would aflz them queftions,. sae aa A 

wi : wit 


a 
ia: ~, “ 
4 ee ¥y 


“ 


1645. 
hoe 


_ Manfetter in 
Warwick- 
fhire. 


Tamworth. 


GEORGE FOX's JOURNAL. 

with them. This prieft Stevens afked me, ‘© Why Chrift cried out 
‘* upon the crofs, My God, my God, why haft thou forfaken me we 
And why he faid, « If it be poffible, let this cup pafs from mes yet 
* not my will, but thine-be done?” I told him; at that time the 
fins of all mankind were upon him, and their iniquities and tran{- 
-greffions, with which he was wounded; which he was to bear and to 
-be an offering for, as he was man, but died not as he was God ; fo, 
in that he died for all men, tafting death for every man, he was an 
offering for the fins of the whole world. This I fpoke, being at 
that time in a meafure fenfible of Chrift’s fufferings. ‘The prieft 
faid, ** It was a very good, full anfwer, and fuch a one as he had not 
“heard.” At that time he would applaud and fpeak highly of me to 
others ; and what I faid in difcourfe to him on week-days, he would 
preach of on firft days, which gave me a diflike to him. This prieft 
afterwards became my great perfecutor. 

After this I went to another ancient prieft at Manfetter in War- 
wickfhire, and reafoned with him about the ground of defpair and 
temptations ; but he was ignorant of my condition: he bid me take 
tobacco and fing pfalms. ‘Tobacco was a thing I did not love, and 
pfalms I was not in a ftate to fing ; I could not fing. He bid me 
come again, and he would tell me many things ; but when I came 
he was angry and pettifh, for my former words had difpleafed him. 
He told my troubles, forrows, and griefs to his fervants, fo that it 
was got among the milk-laffes. It grieved me that I fhould open 
my mind to fuch a one. I faw there were all miferable. comforters, - 
and this increafed my troubles upon me. I heard of a prieft living 
about Tamworth, who was accounted an experienced man. I went 
feven miles to him, but found him like an empty, hollow cafk. I 
heard of one called Dr. Cradock, of Coventry, and went to him; I 
afked him the ground of temptations and defpair, and how troubles 
came to be wrought in man? He afked me, “* Who was Chrift’s 
«© father and mother?” I told him Mary was his mother, and that 
he was fuppofed to be the fon of Jofeph; but he was the Son of God. 
As we were walking together in his garden, the alley being narrow, 
I chanced, in turning, to fet my foot on the fide of a bed; at which 
he raged as if his houfe had been on fire. Thus all our difeourfe was 
loft, and I went away in forrow, worfe than I was when I came. I 
thought them miferable comforters, and faw they were all as nothing 


_ to me; for they could. not reach my condition. After this I went - 


to another, one Macham, a prieft, in high account. He would 
needs give me fome phyfick, and I was to have been let blood ; but 
they could not get one drop of blood from me, either in arms or: 
head, though they endeavoured it, my body being, as it were, dried 
up with forrows, grief, and troubles, which were fo great upon me, 
that I could have wifhed I had never been born, or that I had been 
born blind, that I might never have feen wickednefs nor vanity ; and 
deaf, that I might never have heard vain and wicked words, or the 
Lord’s name blafphemed. When the time called Chriftmas came, 
while.others were feafting and fporting themfelves, I looked out poor 
widows from houfe to houfe, and gave them fome money. WhenI 
was invited to marriages I went to none at all; but the next day, or 
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foon after, I would go and vifit them ; and if they were poor I gave 1645. 


them fome money ; for I had wherewith both to keep myfelf from 
being chargeable to others, and to adminifter fomething to the ne- 
ceffities of others. 


‘About the beginning of the year 1646, as I was going into Co- 1646. 
ventry, a confideration arofe in me, how it was faid; that « Al] Coventry: 


“« chriftians are believers, both proteftants and papifts ;” and the 
Lord opened to me, that if all were believers, then they were all 
born of God, and paffed from death to life; and that none were true 


_believers but fuch : and though others faid they were believers, yet 


they were not. At another time as I was walking in a field on a firft- 
day morning, the Lord opened unto me,:‘* That being bred at Ox- 
** ford or Cambridge was not enough to fit and qualify men to be 
t¢ minifters of Chrift :”\ and I wondered at it, becaufe it was the 
common belief of people. But I faw it clearly as the Lord opened 
it to me, and was jatisfied and admired the goodnefs of the Lord; 
who had opened this thing unto me that morning. This ftruck at 


-” prieft Stevens’s miniftry, namely, that «* to be bred at Oxford or 


** Cambridge was not enough to make a man fit to be a minifter of 
<< Chrift.” So that which opened in me, I faw ftruck at the prieft’s 
miniftry. But my relations were much troubled, that I would not 


go with them to hear the prieft ; for 1 would go into the orchard or- 


the fields, with my bible, by myfelf. I afked them, did not the 
apoftle fay to believers, ‘* That they needed no man to teach them, 
*¢ but as the anointing teacheth them?” Though they knew this 
was fcripture, and that it was true, yet they were grieved becaufe I 
could not be fubject in this matter, to go to hear the prieft with 
them. I faw that to be a true believer was another thing than they 
looked upon it to be; and I faw that being bred at Oxford or Cam- 
bridge did not qualify or fit aman to be a minifter of Chrift; what 
then fhould I follow fuch for? So neither them, nor any of the 
diffenting people could I join with ; but was as a ftranger to all, re- 
lying wholly upon the Lord Jefus Chrift. 

At another time it was opened in me, ‘* That God who made the 
*© world did not dwell in temples made with hands.” ‘This at the 
firft feemed ftrange, becaufe both priefts and people ufed to call their 
temples or churches, dreadful places, holy ground, and the temples 
of God. But the Lord fhewed me clearly, that he did not dwell in 
thefe temples which men had commanded and {et up, but in peoples 
hearts. Both Stephen and the apoftle Paul bore teftimony, that he 


did not dwell in temples made with hands, notseven in that which 


he had once commanded to be built; fince he put an end to the 


typical difpenfation; but that his people were his temple, and he 


dwelt in them. This opened in me, as I walked in.the fields to my 
relation’s houfe. When I came there, they told me Nathanael 
Stevens, the prieft, had been there, and faid, ‘“‘ He was afraid of 
“me for going after new lights.” I{miled in myfelf, knowing 
what the Lord had opened in me concerning him and his brethren ; 
but I told not my relations, who though they faw beyond the priefts, 
yet went to hear them, and were grieved becaufe I would not go alfo. 
But I fhewed them by the {criptures, cere was an anointing within 
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1646. - man to teach him, and that the Lord would teach his people himfelf. 
; I had great openings concerning the things written in the Revela- 
tions; and when I {poke of them, the priefts and profeffors would 
fay, that was a fealed book, and would have kept me out of it. But 
I told them, Chrift could open the feals, and that they were the 
neareft things to us; for the Epiftles were written to the faints that 
lived in former ages, but the Revelations were written of things to 
come. 

After this I met with a fort of people that held, women have no 
fouls (adding in a light manner) no more than a goofe. Ireproved 
them, and told them that was not right : for Mary faid,:-“* My foul 
«« doth magnify the Lord, and my fpirit hath rejoiced in God my 
«© Saviour.” 

Removing to another place I came among a people that relied 
much on dreams. I told them except they could diftinguith between . 
dream and dream they would confound all together; for there were 
three forts of dreams: multitude of bufinefs fometimes caufed 
dreams; and there were whifperings of Satan in man in the night 
feafon; and there were fpeakings of God to man in dreams. But 
thefe people came out of thefe things, and at laft became friends. 

Though I had great openings, yet great trouble and temptations 
came many times upon me, fo that when it was day I withed for 
night, and when it was night I wifhed for day ; and by reafon of _ 
the openings I had in my troubles, I could fay as David-faid; « Day 
** unto day uttereth fpeech, and night unto night fheweth know- 
«‘ ledge.” When I had openings they an{fwered one another, and 
an{wered the fcriptures ; for I had great openings of the fcriptures : 

- and when I was in troubles, one trouble alfo an{wered to another. 

_ ee About the beginning of the year 1647 I was moved of the Lord 

Paik cobra te gointo Derbyfhire, where I met with fome friendly people, and 

try, Leicetter- had many difcourfes with them. Then pafling into the Peak-coun- 

Stine try, I met with more friendly people, and with fome in empty high 
notions. ‘Travelling through fome parts of Leicefterfhire, and into 

Nottinghamfhire, I met with a tender people, and a very tender 

woman, whofe name was Elizabeth Hootton. With thefe I had 

fome meetings and difcourfes ; but my troubles continued, and I was 
often under great temptations. I fafted much, walked abroad in 
folitary places many days, and often took my bible, and fate in hol- 
low trees and lonefome places till night came on; and frequently in 
the night walked mournfully about by myfelf : for I was a mano 
forrows in the time of the firft workings of the Lord in me... | 

During all this time I was never joined in profeffion of religion 

with any, but gave up myfelf to the Lord, having forfaken all evil — 
company, taken leave of father and mother, and all other relations, 
and travelled up and down as a ftranger in the earth, which way the 

Lord inclined my heart; taking a chamber to myfelf in the town 

where I came, and tarrying fometimes more, fometimes lefs in a 

place : for I durft not ftay long in a place, being afraid both of pro- 

feffor and profane, left, being a tender young man, I fhould be hurt 
by converfing much with either.. For which reafon I kept myfelf 
much as a ftranger, feeking heavenly wifdom, ‘and getting age 
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ledge from the Lord; and was brought off from outward things, to ~ 1647." 

rely on the Lordalone. Though my exercifes and troubles were very 
great, yet were they not fo continual but that I had fome intermiffions, 
and was fometimes brought into fuch an heavenly joy, that I thought 
I had been in Abraham’s bofom. As I cannot declare the mifery I 


_ Was in,- it was fo great-and heavy upon me, fo neither can I fet forth 


the mercies of God unto me in all my mifery. O the everlafting love 
of God to my foul, when I was in great diftrefs! when my troubles 
and torments were great, then was his love exceeding great. Thou, 
Lord, makeft 4 fruitful field a barren wildernefs, and a barren wilder- 
nefs a fruitful field! thou bringeft down and fetteft up! thou killeft 
and makeft alive! all honour and glory be.to thee, O Lord of glory ! 
~The knowledge of thee in the Spirit is life; but that knowledge which 
is flefhly works'death.. While there is this knowledge in the flefh, de- 
ceit and felf will conform to any thing, and will fay Yes, Yes, to 
that it doth not know. The knowledge which the world hath, of 
what the prophets and apoftles fpake, is a flefhly knowledge ; and the 
apoftates from the life, in which the prophets and apoftles were, have 
got their words, the holy fcriptures, in a form, but not in the life 
nor {pirit that gave them forth. So they all lie in confufion; and are 
making provifion for the flefh, to fulfil the lufts thereof, but, not to 
fulfil the law and command of Chrift in his power and Spirit: for 
that, they fay, they cannot do; but to fulfil the lufts of the flefh, that 
they can do with delight. 

After I had received that opening from the Lord, that to be bred 
at Oxford or Cambridge, was not fufficient to fita man to be a mi- 
nifter of Chrift, I regarded the priefts lefs, and looked more after 
the diffenting people. Among them I faw there was fome tender- 
nefs ; and many of them came afterwards to be convinced, for they 
had fome openings. But as I had forfaken the priefts, fo I left the 
feparate preachers alfo, and thofe called the moft experienced people ; 
for I faw there was none among them all that could fpeak to my 
condition. And when all my hopes in them and in all men were 
gone, fo that I had nothing outwardly to help me, nor could tell 
what to do; then, O then, I heard a yoice which faid, ‘‘ There is 
«* one, even Chrift Jefus, that can {peak to thy condition.” When I 
heard it, my heart did leap for joy. Then the Lord let me fee why 
there was none upon the earth that could {peak to my condition, 
namely, that I might give him all the glory. For all are concluded 
under fin, and {hut up in unbelief, as I-had been, that Jefus Chrift 

might have the pre-eminence, who enlightens, and gives grace, 
faith, and power. Thus when God doth work, who thall let it? 
This I knew experimentally. My defires after the Lord grew ftronger, 
and zeal in the pure knowledge of God, and of Chrift alone, with- 
out the help of any man, book, or writing. For though I read the 
feriptures that fpake of Chrift and of God, yet I knew him not but 
by revelation, as he who-hath thekey did open, and as the Father 
of life drew-me to his Son by his Spirit. ‘Then the Lord gently led 
me along, and let me fee his love, which was endlefs and eternal, 
furpaffing all the knowledge that men have in the natural flate, or 
can get’by hiftory or books. That love let me fee myfelf, as I was 
2 without 
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1647. without him; and I was afraid of all ‘company: for I faw them 


perfeGtly, where they'were, through the love of God which let me 
fee myfelf. I had not fellowfhip with any people, priefts, nor pro- 
feffors, nor any fort of feparated‘people, but with Chrift who hath 
the key, and opened the door of light and life unto me. I was 
afraid of all carnal talk and talkers, for I could fee nothing but 
cortuptions, and the life lay under the burden of corruptions. When 


. 


I was in the deep, under all fhut up, I could not believe that I fhould ~* 


ever overcomé ; my troubles, my forrows, and my temptations were 
fo great, that I often thought I fhould have defpaired, I was fo. 
tempted. But when Chrift opened to me how he was tempted by 
the fame devil, and had overcome him, and had bruifed his head ; 
and that through him and his power, light, grace, and Spirit, I 
fhould overcome; alfo I had confidence in him. So he it was that 


‘opened to me when I was fhut up, and had neither hope nor faith. 


Chrift, who had enlightened me, gave me his light to believe in, 
and gave me hope, which is himfelf revealed in me, and gave me 
his {pirit and grace, which I found fufficient in the deeps and in 
weaknefs. Thus in the deepeft miferies, in the greateft forrows and) 
temptations that befet me, the Lord in his mercy did keep me. « I+ 
found two thirfts in me; the one after the creatures, to have got help 
and ftrength there; and the other after the Lord the Creator, and his 
Son Jefus Chrift; and I faw all the world could do me no good. If 
I had had a king’s diet, palace and attendance, ‘all would have been: 
as nothing ; for nothing gave me comfort, but the Lord by his power. 
I faw ptofeffors, priefts, and people, were whole ‘and at eafe in that 
condition which was my mifery, and they loved that which I would 
have been rid of. But the Lord did ftay my defires upon himfelf, 


from whom my help came, and my care was caft upon him alone.’ 


Therefore, all wait patiently upon the Lord, whatfoever condition you. 
be in; wait in the grace and truth that comes by Jefus; for if ye fo 
do; there is a promife to you, and the Lord God will fulfil it in you. 
Bleffed are all they indeed that do indeed. hunger and thirft after 
righteoufnefs, they fhall be fatisfied with it. Ihave found it fo, praifed 
be the Lord who filleth witht, and fatisfieth the defires of the hungry 
foul. O let the houfe of the fpiritual Ifrael fay, His mercy endureth 
for ever! It is the great love of God, to make a wildernefs. of that 
which is pleafant to the outward eye and flefhly mind; and to make 
a fruitful field of a barren wildernefs. This is the great work of God. 


But while people’s minds run in the earthly, after the creatures and 


changeable things, changeable ways and religions, and changeable un- 
certain teachers, their minds are in bondage, and they are brittle and 
changeable, tofled up and down with windy doétrines, thoughts, no- 


‘tions, and things; their minds being out of the unchangeable truth 


in the inward parts, the light of Jefus Chrift, which would keep them 
to the unchangeable. He is the way to the Father; who in all my 
troubles preferved me by his Spirit and power, praifed be his holy 
name for ever ! . 

Again, I heard a voice which faid, Thou ferpent! thou doft feek 
to deftroy the life, but canft not; for the fword which keepeth the 
tree of life fhall deftroy thee. So Chrift, the Word of Géd, that 


bruifed 
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bruifed the head of the ferpent, the deftroyer, preferved me; my mind 


being joined to his good feed that bruifed the head of this ferpent, the 
deftroyer. This inward life {prung up in me, to anf{wer all the op- 


poling profeffors and priefts, and brought fcriptures to my memory to 


refute them with. 

At another time I faw the great love of God, and was filled with 
admiration at the infinitenefs of it. I faw what was caft out from 
Ged, and what entered into God's kingdom; and how by Jefus, the 
opener of the door by his heavenly key, the entrance was given. I 
faw death, how it had pafled upon all men, and oppreffed the feed of 
God in man, and in-me; and how I in the feed came forth, and what 
the promife wasto. Yet it was fo, that there feemed to be two plead- 
ing in me; and queftionings arofe in my mind about gifts and prophe- 
cies, and I was tempted again to defpair, as if I had finned againft 
the Holy Ghoft. I was in great perplexity and trouble for many days ; 
yet I gave up myfelf to the Lord ftill. One day, when I had been 
walking folitarily abroad, and was come home, I was taken up in the 
love of God, {fo that I could not but admire the greatnefs of his 
love ; and while I was in that condition, it was opened unto me by 
the eternal light and power, and I therein clearly faw, That all was 
done and to be done in and by Chrift; and how he conquers and de- 
firoys this tempter the devil, and all his works, and is a-top of him ; 
and that all thefe troubles were good for me, and temptations for the 
trial of my faith, which Chrift had given me. The Lord upened me, 
that I faw through all thefe troubles and temptations. My living faith 
was raifed, that I faw all was done by Chrift the life, and my belief 
was in him. When at any time my condition was veiled, my fecret 
belief was ftayed firm, and hope underneath held me, as an anchor 
in the bottom ofthe fea, and anchored my immortal foul to its bifhop, 
caufing it to {wim above the fea, the world, where all the raging 
waves, foul weather, tempefts and temptations are. But O! then 
did I fee my troubles, trials, and temptations more clearly than ever 
I had done. As the light ‘appeared, all appeared that is out of the 
light; darknefs, death, temptations, the unrighteous, the ungodly; 
all was manifeft and feen in the light. After this, a pure fire appeared 
in me: Then I faw how he fat asa refiner’s fire, and as the fuller’s 
fope. Then the {piritual difcerning came into me; by which I dif- 
cerned my own thoughts, groans, and fighs; and what it was that 
veiled me, and what it was that opened me. That which could not 


- abide in the patience, nor endure the fire, in the light I found to be 


the groans of the flefh, that could not give up to the will of God ; 
which haa fo veiled me, that I could not be patient in all trials, trou- 
bles, anguifhes, and perplexities ; could not give up felf to die by the 
crofs, the power of God, that the living and quickened might follow 
him, and that that which would cloud and veil from the prefence of 
Chrift, that which the {word of the Spirit cuts down, and which. muft 
die, might not be kept alive. I difcerned the groans of the Spirit, 
which opened me, and made interceffion to God: In which Spirit is 
the true waiting upon God, for the redemption of the body, and of 
the whole creation. By this true Spirit, in which the true fighing is, I 


faw over the falfe fighings and groanings. By this invifible Spirit I dif- 
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cerned all the falfe hearing, the falfe feeing, and the falfe {melling, 
which was above the Spirit, quenching and grieving it; and that all 
that were there were in confufion and deceit, where the falfe afking 
and praying is, in deceit and a-top, in that nature and tongue that 
takes God’s holy name in vain, wallows in the Egyptian {ea, and 
afketh but hath not; for they hate his light, refift the Holy Ghoft, 
turn the grace into wantonne(fs, rebel againft the Spirit, and are erred 
from the faith they fhould afk in, and from the Spirit they fhould pray by. 
He that knoweth thefe things in the true Spirit can witnefs them.: The 
divine light of Chrift manifefteth all things, the {piritual fire trieth and 
fevereth all things. Several things did I then fee, as the Lord opened 
them to me; for he fhewed me that which can live in his holy refin- 
ing fire, and that can live to God under his law. He made me fenfible, 
how the law and the prophets were until John; and how the leaft in 
the everlafting kingdom of God is greater than John. The pure and 
perfect law of God is over the flefh, to keep it-and its works, which 
are not perfect, under, by the perfect law : and the law of God which 
is perfect, anfwers the perfect principle of God in every one. ‘This 
law the Jews, the prophets, and John were to perform and do. None 
knows the giver of this law but by the Spirit of God ; neither can any 
truly read it, or hear its voice, but by the Spirit of God. He that 
can receive it, lethim. John, who was one of the greateft prophets that | 
was born of a woman, bore witnefs to the light which Chrift, the great 
heavenly prophet, hath enlightend every man that cometh into the 
world withal ; that they might believe in it, become the children of 
light, and fo have the light of life, and not come into condemnation. 
For the true belief ftands in the light that condemns all evil; and the 
devil, who is the prince of darknefs, and would draw out of the light into 
condemnation. They that walk in this light, come to the mountain 
of the houfe of God, eftablifhed above all mountains, and to Gad’s teach- 
ing, who will teach them his ways. ‘Thefe things were opened to me 
in the light. | 

I faw alfo the mountains burning up, and the rubbifh, the rough, 
crooked ways and places made fmooth and plain, that the Lord might 
come into his tabernacle. Thefe things are to be found in man’s 
heart; but to {peak of thefe things being within, feemed ftrange to 
the rough, crooked, and mountainous ones. Yet the Lord faith, 
“© Oearth, hear the word of the Lord!” The of the Spirit 


croffeth the flefhly mind, fpirit, and will, which lives in difobedi- 


ence, and doth not keep within the law of the Spirit. I faw this 


‘Jaw was the pure love of God which was upon me, and which I mutt 


go through, though I was troubled while I was under it; for Icould 
not be dead to the law but through the law, which did judge and 
condemn that which is to be condemned. I faw, many talked of 
the law, who had never known the law to be their fchool-matter ; 
and many talked of the gofpel of Chrift, who had never.known life 
and immortality brought to light in them by it. You that have 
been under that fchool-mafter, and the condemnation of it, know 
thefe things ; for though the Lord in that day opened thefe things 
unto me in fecret, they have been fince publifhed by his eternal 
Spirit, as on the houfe-top. As you are brought into the law, and_ 
through the law to be dead to it, and witnefs the righteoufnefs of the 
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the law fulfilled in you, ye will afterwards come to know what it is 
to be brought into the faith, and through faith from under the law ; 
and abiding in the faith, which Chrift is the author of, ye will have 
peace and accefs to. God. But if ye look out from the faith, and from 
that which would keep you in the victory, and look after flefhly things 
or words, ye will be brought into bondage to the flefh again, and to 
~ the law which takes hold upon the flefh and fin, and worketh wrath, 
and the works of the fleth will appear again. This law of God takes 
hold upon the Jaw of fin and death; but the law of faith, the law of 
the Spirit of life, which is the love of God, and which comes by 
Jefus (who is the end of the law for righteoufnefs-fake) makes free 
from the law of fin and death. The law of life flefhly-minded 
men do not know; yet they will tempt you, to draw you from the 
Spirit into the flefh, and fo into bondage. ‘Therefore ye, who know 
the love of God, and the law of his Spirit, and the freedom ‘that is 
in Jefus Chrift, ftand faftin him, in that divine faith which he is the 
author of in you; and be not entangled with the yoke of bondage. 
For the miniftry of Chrift Jefus, and his teaching, bringeth into 
liberty and freedom; but the miniftry that is of man, and by man, 
which ftands in the will of man, bringeth into bondage, and under 
the fhadow of death and darknefs. Therefore none can be minifters 
of Chrift Jefus but in sla Spirit, which was before the fcrip- 
tures were given forth ; for if they have not his Spirit, they are none 
of his. Though they may have his light to condemn them that hate 
it, yet they can never bring any into unity and fellowfhip in the 
Spirit, except they be in it; for the feed of God is a burthenfome 
ftone to the felfifh, flethly, earthly will, which reigns in its own 
knowledge and underftanding that muft perifh, and its own wifdom 
that is devilith. The Spirit of God is grieved, vexed, and quenched 
with that which brings into the flefhly bondage; and that which 
wars againtft the Spirit of God muft be mortified by it ; for the flefh 
lufteth againft the Spirit, and the Spirit againft the flefh, and thefe 
are contrary the one to the other. The flefh would have its liberty, 
and the Spirit would have its liberty ; but the Spirit is to have its 
liberty, and not the flefh. Iftherefore ye quench the Spirit, join to 
the fleth, and-be fervants of it, then ye are judged and tormented by 
the Spirit ; but if ye join to the Spirit, and ferve God init, ye have 
liberty and vi@tory over the flefh and its works. Therefore keep in 
the daily crofs, the power of God, by which ye may witnefs all that 
to be crucified which is contrary to the will of God, and which 
fhall not come into his kingdom. Thefe things are here mentioned 
and opened for information, exhortation, and comfort to others, as 
‘the Lord opened them unto me inthat day. In that day I wondered 
that the children of Ifrael fhould murmur for water and victuals, for 
I could have fafted long without murmuring or minding victuals. But 
I was judged at other times, that I was not contented to be fome- 
times without the water and bread of life, that I might learn to know 
how to want, and how to abound. 


it 
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I heard of a woman in Lancafhire, who had fafted two-and-twenty Lancathire, 


days, and I travelled to fee her ; but when I came to her, I faw fhe 
was under a temptation. When I had {poken to her what Ihad from 
the Lord, I lefther, her father being high in profeffion. Paffing on, 


I went 
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I went among the profeffors at Duckenfield and Manchefter, where I 
ftaid a while, and declared truth among them. There were fome 
convinced, who received the Lord’s teaching, by which they were 
confirmed, and ftood in the truth. The profeffors were in a rage, all 
pleading for fin and imperfection ; and could not endure to hear talk 
of perfection, or of a holy and finlefs life. But the Lord’s power was 
over ajl; though they were chained under darknefs and fin, which 
they pleaded for, and quenched the tender thing in them. 

About this time there was a great meeting of the baptifts at Brough- 
ton, in Leicefterfhire, with fome that had feparated from them. Peo- 
ple of other counties went thither, and I went alfo. Not many of the 
baptifts came, but abundance of other people were there ; and the 
Lord opened my mouth, and his everlafting truth was declared amongft 
them, and the power of the Lord was over them all. In that day the 
Lord’s power began to fpring; I had great openings in the {criptures, 
and feveral were convinced in thofe parts, and turned from darknefs to 
light, and from the power of Satam unto God ; his power they did re- 
ceive, and by it many were raifed up to praife God. When I reafoned 
with profeffors and other people, fome were convinced, and did ftand. 
Yet I was under great temptations fometimes, and my inward fufferings 
were heavy ; but I could find none to open my condition to but the 
Lord alone, unto whom I cried ni dday.* I went back into Not- 
tinghamfhire, where the Lord ne, that the natures of thofe 
things which were hurtful wit ; were within in the hearts and 
minds of wicked men. The ‘Natures of dogs, fwine, vipers, of 
Sodom and Egypt, Pharaoh, Cain, Ifhmael, Efau, &c. The natures 
of thefe I faw within, though people had been looking without. I 
cried to the Lord, faying, <‘‘ Why fhould I be thus, feeing I was never 
<< addifted to commit thofe evils ?”? And the Lord anfwered, “ It was 
«* needful I fhould have a fenfe of all conditions, how elfe fhould I 
‘© {peak to all conditions?” In this 1 fawthe infinite love of God. I 
faw alfo, that there was an ocean of darknefs and death; but an infinite 
ocean of light and love, which flowed over the ocean of darknefs. In 
that alfo I {aw the infinite love of. God, and Ihad great openings. As. 
I was walking by the fteeple-houfe fide in the town of Mansfield, the 
Lord faid unto me, “ That which people trample upon mutt be thy 
«* food.” And as the Lord fpake he opened to me, that people and 
profefiors trampled upon the life, even the life of Chrift was trampled 
upon ; they fed upon words, and fed one another with words; but 
trampled under foot the blood of the Son of God, which blood was my 
life: and they lived in their airy notions, talking of him. It feemed 
ftrange to meat the firft, that I fhould feed on that which the high 
profeffors trampled upon; but the Lord opened it clearly to me by his 
eternal Spirit and power. 

Then came people from far and near to fee me ; but I was fearful of 
being drawn out by them: yet I was made to’open things to them. 
One Brown had great prophecies and fights upon his death-bed of me. 
He {poke openly, of what I fhould be made inftrumental by the Lord 
to bring forth. And of others he fpoke, that they fhould come to no- 
thing ; which was. fulfilled on fome, who then were fomething in 
fhew. When this man was buried, a great work of the i fell 
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pon me, to the admiration of many, who thought Ihad been dead ; 
and many came to fee me for about fourteen days. I was very much 
altered in countenance and perfon, as if my body had been new- 
~ moulded or changed: While I was in that condition, I had a fenfe 
and difcerning given me by the Lord, through which I faw plainly, 
that when many people talked of God and of Chrift, &c. the ferpent 
{poke in them ; but this was hard to be borne. Yet the work of the 
Lord went on in fome, and my forrows and troubles began to wear 
off, and tears of joy dropped from me, fo that I could have wept night 
and day with tears of joy to the Lord, in humility and brokennefs of 
heart. I faw into that which was without end, things which cannot be 
uttered, and of the greatnefs and infinitenefs of the love of God, 
which cannot be exprefled by words. For I had been brought through 
the very ocean of darknefs and death, and througlrand over the power 
of Satan, by the eternal glorious power of ‘Chrift; even through that 
darknefs was I brought which covered over all the world, which 
chained down all, and fhut up allin the death. The fame eternal 
power of God which brought me through thefe things, was that 
which afterwards fhook the nations, priefts, profeffors, and people. 
Then could I fay, [had be@mein {piritual Babylon, Sodom, Egypt, and 
the grave ; but by the eternal power of God I was come out of it, 
was brought over it, and the por it, into the power of Chrift. And 
I faw the harveft white, and the feed’ of God lying thick in the ground, 
as ever did wheat that was fown outwardly, and none to gather it; for 
this I-mourned with tears. A report went abroad of me, that I wasa 
-young man who had a difcerning fpirit; whereupon many came to 
me from far and near, profeffors, priefts, and people. ‘The Lord’s 
power broke forth, and I had great openings and prophecies, and 
fpoke unto them of the things of God, which they heard with atten- 
tion and filence, and went away and fpread the fame thereof. Then 
came the tempter and: fet upon me again, charging me, that I had 
finned againft the Holy Ghoft ; but I could not tell in what, Then 
Paul’s condition came before me, how after he had been taken up into 
the third heavens, and feen things not lawful to be uttered, a mefienger 
of Satan was fent to buffet him. Thus by the power of Chrift I got 
over that temptation alfo. 

In the year 1648, as I was fitting ina friend’s houfe in Nottingham- 
thire (for by this time the power of God had opened the hearts of {ome 
to receive the word of life and reconciliation) I faw there was a great 
crack to go throughout the earth, and a great {moke to go as the crack 
went, and that after the crack there fhould be a great fhaking. .This 
was the earth in people’s hearts, which was to be fhaken before the 
feed of God was raifed out of the earth. And it was fo; for the 
Lord 

have, and a mighty power and work of God there was amongit people, 
to the aftonifhment of both people and prietts. 

There was a meeting of priefts and profeflors at a juftice’s houfe, and 
Iwent among them. Here they difcourfed how Paul faid, «« He had 
«< not known fin but by the law, which faid, Thou fhalt not luft:’ 
and they held that to be fpoken of the outward law. But I told them, 


Paul {poke that after he was convinced ; for he had the outward law 
D before, 


power began to fhake them, and great meetings we began to ~ 
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before, and was bred up in ‘it, when he was in the luft of perfecu- 
tion ; but this was the law of God in his mind which he ferved, which 
the law in his members warred againft: for that which he thought 
had been life to him, proved death. So the more fober of the priefts” 
and profeffors confented that it was not the outward law, ‘but the in- 
ward, which fhewed the inward luft which Paul {pake oe after he was 
erinceds for the outward law took hold of the: outward action, but 
the and law, of the inward luft. sg 

After this I went again to Mansfield, where was a -great meeting af 
profeilors and people, where I was moved to pray ; and the Lord's 
power was fo great, that the houfe feemed to be fhaken. When I had 
done, fome of the profeffors faid, ‘‘ It was now as in the days of the 
*« apoftles, when the houfe was {haken where they were.” - After I 
had prayed, one of the profeffors would pray; which brought dead- 
nefs and a veil over them. Others of the profeflors wére srieved at 
him, and told him, »** It was a temptation upon him.” ‘Then he 
came to me, and defired that I would pray again; but I could not pray 
in man’s will. 

Soon after there was another great meeting of profeffors, and a cap- 
tain named Amor Stoddard came in. They were difcourfing of the 
blood of Chrift. As they were difcourfing of it, I. faw, through the 
immediate opening of the vind Spirit, the blood of Chrift ; and 
cried out among them, faying, “‘"Do ye not fee the blood of Chrift 2 ° 
‘< See it in your hearts, to ierinkle your hearts and confciences from 
«© dead works, to ferve the living God.” For I {aw the blood of the 
new covenant, how it came into the heart. This ftartled the profef- 
fors, who would have the blood only without them, and not in them. 
But captain Stoddard was reached, and faid, * Let the youth fpeak, 
‘«« hear the youth {peak ;” when he faw they endeavoured to bear me 
down with many words. af 

There were alfo acompany of priefts, that were looked upon to be 
tender; one of their names was Kellet, and feveral tender people went 
to hear them. I was moved to go after them, and bid them mind the 


~Lord’s teaching in their inward parts. Prieft Kellet was againft par- 


{onages then ; but atterwards he got a great one, and turned perfecutor. 
Alter I had fome fervice in thefe parts, I went through Derbyshire 
into my’ own country Leicefterfhire again, and feveral tender people 
were convinced. Pati ing thence, I met with a great company of pro- 
feflors in Wacken eLs who were praying and expounding the fcrip- 
tures in the fields.. ‘They gave the bible to me, and I. opened it on 
the fitth of Matthew, where Chrift expounded the law ; and lopened 
the inward {tate to them, and outward ftate; upon which ‘they fell 


. into a fierce contention, and parted : but the Lord's power got ground. 


* Leicefter, 


Then I heard of a great meeting to be at Leicefter for a. difpute, 


wherein prefbyterians, eareer: its, baptifts, and common-prayer- 
men, were ae to be all concerned. The meeting was in a fteeple- 
houfe; to which I-was moved by the Lord God to go, and be amongft 
them. I heard their difcourfe and reafonings, fome being in pews, and 
the prieft in-the pulpit, abundance of people being gathered together. 
At laft one woman afked a queftion out of Peter, ~What that birth . 
was, viz. A being born.again of inept ponle feed, by the Word of 
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God, that liveth and abideth for ever? The prieft {aid to her, Iper- 1648. 
mit not a woman to {peak in the church ; ‘though he had before given ra 
liberty for any to fpeak. Whereupon I was wrapped up as in a’ rap- 
ture, in the Lord’s power; and I ftepped up, and afked the priett, 
Doft thou call this place (the fteeple-houfe) a church? or doft thou 
call this mixed multitude a church ? For the woman afking a queftion, 
he ought to have anfwered it, having given liberty for any to fpeak. 
But, inftead of anfwering me, he afked me, Whata church was? I 
told him, The church was the pillar and ground of truth, made up 
of living ftones, living members, a fpiritual houfhold, which Chrift 
was the head of: but he was not the head of a mixed multitude, or 
of an old houfe made up of lime, ftones, and wood. This fet them 
all on a fire. The prieft came down from his pulpit, and others out of . 
their pews, and the difpute there was marred. I went to a great inn, 
and there difputed the thing with the priefts and profeffors, who were 
all on fire. But I maintained the true church, and the true head 
thereof, over their heads, till they all gave out and fled away. One 
man feemed loving, and appeared for a while to join with me ; but he 
foon turned againft me, and joined with a prieft, in pleading for in- 
fant baptifm, though himfelf had been a baptift before ; fo he left me 
alone. Howbeit, there were feveral convinced that day; the woman 
that afked the queftion was convinced, and her family : and the Lord’s 
power and glory fhined over all. 

After this I returned into Nottinghamfhire again, and went into the Nottingham. 
Vale of Beavor. As I went, I preached repentance to the people. There ™¢ 
were many convinced in the Vale of Beavor, in many towns ; for I ftaid Vale of Bea- 
fome weeks amongft them. One morning, as I was fitting by the fire, ie 
a great cloud.came over me, a temptation befet me; and I fat ftill. It 
was faid, « All things come by nature :”.and the elements and ftars 
came over me, fo that [ was in amanner quite clouded with it. Butas 
I fat ftill and faid nothing, the people of the houfe perceived nothing. 

And as I fat {till under it and let it alone, a living hope and a true 

voice arofe in me, which faid, « There is a living God who made all 

« things.” Immediately the cloud and temptation vanifhed away, and 

life rcfe over it all; my heart was glad, and I praifed the living God. 

After fome time I met with fome people who had a notion that there 

was no God, but that all things come by nature. I had a great dif- 

pute with them, and overturned them, and made fome of them con- 

fefs, that there isa living God. Then I faw that it was good that I 

had gone through that exercife. We had great meetings in thofe 

parts; for the power of the Lord broke through in, that fide of the 
country. Returning into Nottinghamfhire, I found there a company Nottingham- 
of fhattered baptifts, and others. The Lord’s power wrought mightily, Me. 
and gathered many of them. Afterwards 1 went to Mansfield and Mansfeld. 
there-away ; where the Lord’s power was wonderfully manifefted both 

at Mansfield, and other towns thereabouts. In Detbythire the mighty perbty shire. 
power of God wrought in a wonderful manner. At Eton, a town near Eton. 
Derby, there was a meeting of friends, where appeared fuch a mighty 

power of God that they were greatly {haken, and many mouths were 

opened in the power of the Lord God. Many were moved by the 

Lord to go to fteeple-houfes, to the priefts and people,.to declare the 
everlafting truth unto them. 7 At 
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At a certain time when I was-=at Mancha there’ wasrayt ittiogs 8 
the juftices about hiring fervants ;«and it was upon me: from the Lord 
to go and {peak to’ the juftices, that they fhould notwopprefs the fers 
vants in their wages. So I. walked. towards. thesinny where they. fat; ° 
but finding a company of fiddlers there, I did not go in, but thought’ 
to come in the morning, when I might have a more ferious:opportu- 
nity to difcourfe them, rae thinking that.a feafonable time. Bat when 
I came again in the morning, they were gone, and I was {truck even 


‘ blind, that I could not fee. I inquired of the innkeeper, where the 
juftices were to fit that day? He told. me, Ata town eight miles. off. 


My fight began to come to me again ; and I went and ran thitherward 
as faft as 1 could. When I was come to the houfe. where they were, 
and many. fervants with them, I exhorted the juftices not to opprefs 
the fervants in their wages, but to do that which-was right and+juft 
to them; and I exhorted the fervants todo their duties, anddferve ho- 
neftly,-6ec. They all received my. exhortation kindly ; for I was moved 
of the Lord therein. 

Moreover, I was moved to.go to feveral courts and hocalqdiiie 


at Mansfield and other places, to warn them.to leave off opprefitonvand ~~ 


oaths, and,to turn from deceit. tothe Lord, andsdo juftly. »Particu- 
larly at Mansfield, after I had been at a court there, I was moved to 
go and fpeak to.one»of the wickedeft men in the country, one who 
was a common drunkard, a noted*whoremafter,,-and aorhime-makter 5! 
and I reproved. him,,in the-dread.of the mighty:God, forshis -evil. 
eourfes... When I had done peaking, and left him, he came after sme, 
and told me, He was fo.fmitten when I fpake pts that he had 
{carce any ftrength left in. him. So this» man, was:convinced; turmed 
from his wickednefs,. and remained.an honeft, fober man; to the-afte-. 
nifhment of the people who had kaown. him before... Thus the work 
of the Lord went. forward,:and. many.were turned from darknefs:.to» 
light, within the compafs of thefe three years, 1646; 1647, and ples 
Divers meetings of. friends; in feveral places, were then gathered:to. 
God's teaching, by his light, Spirit, and power:: for the Lronas power 
broke forth daily more and more wonderfully.es *, ia) mae 
Now was I come up in Spirit, through the flaming fword, into the 
paradife of God. All things were new; and all the creation gave an= 
other {mell unto me .than. before, beyond what words can utter. I 
knew nothing but purenefs, innocency, and righteoufnefs, being.re-. 
newed up into the image of God by Chrift Jefus ; fo that I was come. 
up to the flate of Adam, which he was in before he fell. Thevere=, 
ation was opened to me; and it was {hewed me, how all thingsshad 
their names given them, according to their nature and virtue.» I was. 
at a ftand in my mind, whether I fhould praétife phyfick forthe» 
good of mankind, feeing the nature and virtues of the creatures were»: + 
{fo opened to me by the Lord. But I was immediately takeniup ins 5 
Spirit; to {ee into another or more ftedfaft ftate than Adam’s ininno-) © 
cency, even into a ftate in Chrift Jefus, that fhould.never fall: ‘tae : 
Lord fhewed me, that fuch as were faithful to him, in the power and 


light of Chrift, thom come up into that ftate in which Adam was.» 


boise he fell; in which the admirable works of the creation, and 
the virtucs thereof may be known, through the openings of that di- 
. vine. 
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vine Word of wifdom and power by which they were made. Great 1648. 
things did the Lord lead me into, and wonderful depths were opened 
unto me, beyond what can by words be declared; but as people come 
into fubjection to the Spirit of God, and grow up in the image and 
power of the Almighty, they may receive the word of wifdom that 
opens all things, and come to know the hidden unity in the Eternal 
Being. 

Thus travelled I in the Lord’s fervice, as he led me. When I came Nottingham. 
to Nottingham, the mighty power of God was there among friends. L<icetterhhire. 
From thence I went to Claufon in Leicefterfhire, in the Vale of Bea- Vale of Bea- 
vor, and the mighty power of God appeared there alfo, in feveral vor. 
towns and villages where friends were gathered. While I was there, 
the Lord opened to me three things, relating to thofe three great pro- 
feflions in the world, law, phyfick, and divinity (fo called). He 
fhewed me, that the phyficians were out of the wifdom of God, by 
which the creatures were made; and knew not the virtues of the crea- 
tures, becaufe they were out of the Word of wifdom, by which they 
were made. He fhewed me, the priefts were out of the true faith, which 
Chrift is the author of; the faith which purifies, gives victory, and 
brings people to have accefs to God, by which they pleafe God; the 
myftery of which faith is held in a pure confcience. He fhewed me 
alfo, that the lawyers were out of the equity, out of the true juftice, and 
_out of the law of God, which went over the firft tranfgreffion, and 
over all fin, and aniwered the Spirit of God, that was grieved and 
tranfgrefied in man. And that thefe three, the phyficians, the priefts, 
and the lawyers, ruled the world out of the wifdom, out of the faith, 
and out of the equity and law of God; the one pretending the cure 
of the body, the other the cure of the foul, and the third the pro- 
tection of the property of the people. But I faw they were all out of 
the wifdom, out of the faith, out of the equity and perfect law of God. 
And as the Lord opened thefe things unto me, I felt his power went 
forth over all, by which. all might be reformed, if they would receive 
and bow unto it. The priefts might be reformed, and brought into 
the true faith, which is the gift of God. The lawyers might be re- 
formed, and brought into the law of God, which anfwers that of God, 
which is tran{greffed, in every one, and brings to love one’s neighbour 
as himfelf. This Jets man fee, if he wrongs his neighbour, he wrongs 
himfelf ; and this teaches him to do unto others as he would’ they . 
fhould do unto him, The phyficians might be reformed, and brought 
into the wifdom of God, by which all things were made and created ; 
that they might receiye a right knowledge of the creatures, and under- 
ftand the viriues of them, which the Word of Wifdom, by which 
they were made and are upheld, hath given them. Abundance was 
opened concerning thefe things ; how all lay out of the wifdom of 
God, and out of the righteoufnefs and holinefs that man at the firft was 
made in. But as all believe in the light, and walk in the light which 
Chrift hath enlightened every man that cometh into the world withal, 
and become children of the light, and of the day of Chrift; in his 
day all things are feen, vifible and invifible, by the divine light of 
Chrift, the fpiritual heavenly man, by whom all things were made and 
created. | | 
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I faw concerning the priefts, that although they ftood in the de-« 
ceit, and a¢ted by the dark power which both they and their people 
were kept under; yet they were not the greateft deceivers {poken 
of in the fcriptures, for they’ were not come fo far as many ‘of 
thefe had come. But the Lord opened to me who the greateft de- 
ceivers were, and how far they might come; even fuch as came as 
far as Cain, to hear the voice of God; fuch as.came out of Egypt, 
and through the Red Sea, to praife God on the banks of the tea- 
fhore ; fuch as could fpeak by experience of God’s miracles and won- - 
ders; fuch as-were come as far as Corah, Dathan, and ther com- 
pany ; fuch as were come as far as Balaam, who could {peak the word 
of the Lord, who heard his voice and knew it, and knew his’ Spirit, 
and could fee the ftar of Jacob, and the goodlinets of Ifrael’s Tent ; 
the fecond birth, which no enchantment could prevail againft: thefe 
that could fpeak fo much of their experiences of God, and yet turned 
from the Spirit and the Word, and went into the gainfaying, thefe were 
and would be the great deceivers, far beyond the priefts. Likewife 
among chriftians, fuch as fhould preach in Chrift’s name, fhould work 
miracles, caft out devils, and go as far as a Cain, a Corah, and a Ba- 
Jaam in the gofpel-times, thefe were and would be the great de- 
ceivers. They that could fpeak fome experiences of Chrift and God, 


c 


but lived not in the life, thefe were they that led the world after 


them, who got the form of godlinefs, but denied the power ; who in- . 
wardly ravened from the Spirit, and brought people into the form, 
but perfecuted them that were in the power, asCain did; and ran greedily 
after the error of Balaam, through covetou{nefs, loving the wages of 


- unrighteoufnefs, as Balaam did. Thefe followers of Cain, Corah, 


and Balaam, have brought the world, fince the apoftles days, to be 
like a fea. Such as thefe TI faw might deceive now, as they did in 
former ages: but it is impoffible for them to deceive the elect, who 
were chofen in Chrift, who was before the world began, and before 
the deceiver was: though others may be deceived in their openings 


and prophecies, not keeping their minds to the Lord Jefus Chrift, who 


doth open and reveal to his. 
I faw the ftate of thofe, both priefts and people, who in reading the 
{criptures cry out much againft’Cain, Efau, Judas, and other wicked 


-men of former times, mentioned in the holy {criptures; but do not 


fee the nature of Cain, of Efau, of Judas, and thofe others, in them- 
felves. Thefe faid, It was they, they, they, that were the bad people; 
putting it off from themfelves: but when fome of thefe came, with 
the light and Spirit of truth, to fee into themfelves, then they came 
to fay, I, I, I, it is I myfelf, that have been the Ifhmael, the Efau, 
&c. For then they faw the nature of wild Ifhmael in themfelves; 
the nature of Cain, Efau, Corah, Balaam, and of the fon of perdi- 
tion in themfelves, fitting above all that is called God in them. I faw, 
it was the fallen man that was got up into the {criptures, and was find- 
ing fault with thofe before-mentioned ; and with the backfliding Jews, 
calling them the fturdy oaks, tall cedars, fat bulls of Bafhan, wild 
heifers, vipers, ferpents, &c. and charging them, that it was they 
that clofed their eyes, {topped their ears, hardened their hearts, and. 


were dull of hearing ; it was they that hated the light, rebelled againft 


it 
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it, quenched the Spirit, vexed and grieved it, walked defpitefully 
againft the Spirit of grace, and turned the grace of God into wan- 
tonnefs; it was they that refifted the Holy Ghoft, got the form of 
- godlinefs, and turned againft the power; and they were the inwardly 


ravening wolves. who had got the fheep’s cloathing; they were the 


wells without water, clouds without rain, trees without fruit, &c. But 
when thefe, who were fo much taken up with finding fault with others, 
and thought themfelves clear from thefe things, came to look into 
~ themfelves, and with the light of Chrift throughly to fearch them- 
felves, they might fee enough of this in themfelves; then the cry 
could not be, It is he or they, but I and we are found in thefe con- 
ditions. 

I {aw alfo, how people read the fcriptures without a right fenfe 
of them, and without duly applying them to their own ftates. For 
when they read, that-death reigned from Adam to Mofes; that the 
law and the prophets were until John; and that the leaft in the 
kingdom is greater than John; they read thefe things without them, 
and-applied them to others (and the things were true of others) 
but they did not turn in to find the truth of thefe things in them- 
felves. As thefe things were opened in me, I faw death reigned over 
them from Adam to Mofes; from the entrance into tran{greflion, 
till they came to the miniftration of condemnation, which reftrains 
people from fin that brings death. When the miniftration of Mofes 
is pafled through, the miniftry of the prophets comes to be read 
and underftood, which reaches through the figures, types, and fha-~ 
dows unto John, the greateft prophet born of a woman; whofe 
miniftration prepares the way of the Lord, by bringing down the 
exalted mountains, and making ftrait paths. As this miniftration 
is paffed through, an entrance comes to be known into the ever- 
Jafting kingdom. I faw plainly, that none could read Mofes aright 
without Motes’s Spirit, by which he faw how man was in the image 
“of God in paradife, how he fell, how death came over him, and 
_ how all men have been under this death. I faw how Mofes re- 
ceived the pure law, that went over all tranfgreffors; and how the 
clean beafts, which were figures and types, were offered up, when 
the people were come into the righteous law that went over the 
firfl tranfgreffion. Mofes and the prophets faw through the types 
and figures, and beyond them, and faw Chrift the great prophet, that 
was to come to fulfil them. I faw that none could read John’s words 
aright, and with a true underftanding of them, but in and with the 
_ fame divine Spirit by which John fpake them; and by his burning, 

fhining light which is fent from God. For by that Spirit their 

crooked nature might be made ftrait, their rough natures fmooth, 

-and the exacter and violent doer in them might be caft out; and 
‘thofe that had been hypocrites, might come to bring forth fruits 
_meet for repentance, and their mountain of fin and earthlinefs might 
-be laid low, and their valley exalted in them, that there might be 
a way prepared for the Lord in them: then the leaft in the kingdom 

is greater than John. But all mutt firft know the voice crying in 
the wildernefs in their hearts, which through tranfgreflion were be- 

“come as a wildernefs. Thus I faw it was an eafy matter to fay, death 
7 reigned 


“ly 


1548. 


zo 
1684. 


GEORGE FOX’ JOURNAL. ; 
reigned from Adam to Mofes; and that the law and the prophets were 
until John; and that the leaft in the kingdom is greater than John: 
but none could know how death reigned from Adam to Mofes, &c. 
but by the fame holy Spirit which Mofes, the prophets, and John wers 
in. They could not know the fpiritual meaning of Moles, the pro- 
phets, and John’s words, nor fee their path and travels, much le{s to 
fee through them, and to the end of them into the kingdom, unlefs 
they had the Spirit and light of Jefus ; nor could they know the words 


of Chrift and of his apottles without his Spirit. But as man comes thro’ 


by the Spirit and power of God to Chrift (who fulfils the types, figures, 
fhadows, promifes, and prophecies concerning him) and is led by the 
Holy Ghoft into the truth and fubftanee of the fcriptures, fitting down 
in him who is the author and end of them, then are they read and 
underftood with profit and great delight. 

Moreover the Lord God let me fee, when I was brought up into his 
image in righteoufnefs and holinefs, and into the paradife of God, the 
ftate, how Adam was made a living foul; and alfo the ftature of 
Chrift, the myftery that had been hid from ages and generations : 
which things are hard to be uttered, and cannot be borne by many. 
For of all the fects in Chriftendom (fo called) that I difcourfed withal, 
I found none who could bear to be told, that any fhould come to 
Adam’s perfeCtion, into. that image of God, that righteoufnefs and 
holinefs that Adam was in before he fell; to be clear and pure without 
fin, as he was. Therefore, how fhould they be able to bear being 
told, that any fhould grow up to the meafure of the ftature of the ful- 
nefs of Chrift, when they cannot bear to hear that any fhall come, 
whilft upon earth, into the fame power and Spirit that the prophets and 
apoftles were in? Though it be a certain truth, that none can under- 
ftand their writings aright, without the fame {pirit by which they were 
written. 

The Lord God opened to me by his invifible power, how ‘“ every 
«* man was enlightened by the divine light of Chrift.” I faw it fhine 
through all, and that they that believed in it came out of condem- 
nation to the light of life, and became the children of it; but they 
that hated it, and did not believe in it, were condemned by it, though 
they made a profeffion of Chrift. This I faw in the pure openings of 
the light without the help of any man; neither did I then know where 
to find it inthefcriptures; though afterwards, fearching the {criptures, 
I found it. For I faw in that Light and Spirit which was before the 
{criptures were given forth, and which led the holy men of God to give 
them forth, that all muft come to that Spirit, if they would know God 
or Chrift, or the {criptures aright, which they that gave them forth 
were led and taught by. 

But I obferved a dulnefs and drowzy heavinefs upon people, which I 
wondered at; for fometimes, when I would fet myfelf to fleep, my 
mind went over all to the beginning, in that which is from everlafting 
to everlafting ; I faw death was to pafs over this fleepy, heavy ftate, 
and I told people they muft come to witnefs death to that fleepy, heavy 
nature, and a crofs to it in the power of God, that their minds and 
hearts might be on things above. e | 
~ On 
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On a certain time, as I was walking in the fields, the Lord faid unto 


me, ‘* Thy name is written in the Lamb’s book of life, which was be-- 
«© fore the foundation of the world :” and as the Lord fpoke it, IF be-” 


lieved, and faw it in the new birth. Some time after, the Lord com: 
manded me to go abroad into the world, which was like a briary, 
thorny wildernefs. When I came in the Lord’s mighty power with 
the word of life into the world, the world fwelled and made a noife like 
the great raging waves of the fea. Priefts and profeflors, magiftrates 
and people, were all like a fea, when I came to proclaim the day of the 
Lord amongft them, and to preach repentance to them. 

I was fent to turn people from darknefs to the light, that they might 
receive Chrift Jefus ; for to as many as fhould receive him in his light, 
I faw he would give power to become the fons'of God; which I had 
obtained by receiving Chrift. I was to direct people to the Spirit, that 
gave forth the {criptures, by which they might be led into all truth, and 
up to Chriftand God, as thofe had been who gave them forth. I was 
to turn them to the grace of God, and to the truth in the heart, which 
came by. Jefus; that by this grace they might be taught, which would 
bring them falvation, that their hearts might be eftablithed by it, their 
words might be feafoned, and all might come to know their falvation 
nigh. J faw Chrift died for all men, was a propitiation for all, and en- 
lightened all men and women with his divine and faving light ; and 
that none could be true believers, but thofe who believed therein. I faw 
that.the grace of God, which’ brings falvation, had appeared to all 
men, and that the manifeftation of the Spirit of God was given: to 
every man, to profit withal. Thefe things I did not fee by the help of 
man, nor by the letter, though they’are written in the letter; but I 
faw them in the light of the Lord Jefus Chrift, and by his immediate 
Spirit and power, as did the holy men of God by whom the holy 
{criptures were written. Yet I had no flight efteem of the holy ferip- 
tures, they were very precious to me; for Iwas in that Spirit by 
which they were given forth ; ‘and'what the Lord opened in'me, I af- 
terwards found was agreeable to them. “I could fpeak much of thefe 
things, and many volumes might be written ; but all'would ‘prove too 


fhort to, fet forth the infinite love, wifdem, and power of God; in pre-’ 
paring, fitting, and furnifhing me for the fervice he had‘appointed me, 
to; letting me fee the depth of Satan on the one hand, and opening’ 
to me, on the other hand, the divine myfteries of his own everlattingy : 


kingdom. ret 

When the Lord God and his Son Jefus Chrift fent me forth into the 
world to preach his everlafting’ gofpel and kingdom, I was glad that I 
was commanded to turn people to that inward light, fpirit, and grace, 
by which all might know-their falvation and their way to God ;' even 
that Divine Spirit which would lead them into all truth, and which I 

infallibly knew would never deceive any. ~ 
~ But with and by this divine power and fpirit of God, and the light of 
Jefus, I was to bring people off from all their own ways, to Chrift the 
new and living way ; from their churches, which men had made and 
gathered, to the church in God, the general affembly written in hea- 
ven, which Chrift is the head of ; and off from the world’s teachers 
made by men, to learn of Chrift, who is the way, the truth, and the 
life, of whom the Father faid, ‘‘ This is my beloved Son, hear ye him & 
P and 
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and off from all the world’s worfhips, to. know the Spirit of truth in the 
inward parts, and to be led thereby, that in it they might worfhip the 
Father of fpirits, who feeks fuch to worfhip him ; which Spirit they 
that worfhiped not in, knew not what they worfhiped. I was to bring 
people off from all the world’s religions, which are in vain ; that they 
might know the pure religion, might vifit the fatherlefs, the widows, 
and the ftrangers, and keep themfelves from the {pots of the world: 
then there would not be fo many beggars; the fight of whom often: 
grieved my heart, as it denoted fo much _ hard-heartednefs amongtt 
thofe that profefied the name of Chrift. Iwas to bring them off fromall 
the world’s fellowfhips, prayings, and fingings, which ftood in forms 
without power ; that their fellowfhip might be in the Holy Ghoft, the 
eternal Spirit of God; that they might pray in the Holy Ghoft, fing 
in the Spirit, and with the grace that comes by Jefus ; making melody 
in their hearts to the Lord, who hath fent his beloved Son to be their 


_ Saviour, caufed his heavenly fun to fhine upon all the world, and 


through them all; and his heavenly rain to fall upon the juft and the 
unjuft (as his outward rain doth fall, and his outward fun doth thine 
on all) which is God’s unfpeakable love to the world. I was to bring 
people off from Jewifh ceremonies, from heathenith fables, from mens 
inventions and windy doétrines, by which they blowed the people 
about, this way and the other way, from feé& to feé&; and from all 
their beggarly rudiments, with their fchools and colleges, for making 
minifters of Chrift, who are indeed minifters of their own making, 
but not of Chrift’s; and from all their images, crofles, and fprinkling of 
infants, with their holy-days (fo called) and all their vain traditions, 
which they had got up fince the apoftles days, which the Lord’s power 
was againft. © In the dread and authority thereof was I moved to de- 
clare againft them all, and againft all that preached and not freely, as 
{uch who had not received freely from Chrift.. | 

. Moreover, when the Lord fent me into the world, he forbad me 
“ to put off my hat” to any, high or low; and I was required to 
thee and thou all men and women, without any refpeé to rich or poor, 
great or fmall.. And as I travelled up and down, I was not to bid 
people Good morrow, or Good evening, neither might I bow or 
{crape with my leg to any one; this made the fects and profeffions 
rage. But the Lord’s power carried me over all to his glory, and 
many came to be turned to God in a little time ; for the heavenly day 
of the Lord {prung from on high, and broke forth apace ; by the light 
of which many came to fee where they were. 

Oh ! the rage that was in the priefts, magiftrates, profeffors, and 
people of all forts; but efpecially in priefts and profeffors: for tho’ 
thou to’ a fingle perfon was according to their accidence and gram- 
mar rules, and according to the bible, yet they could not bear to 
hear it ; and becaufe I could not put off my hat to them, it fet them 
all into arage. But the Lord fhewed me that it was an honour be- 
low, which he would lay in the duft and ftain ; an honour which 
proud flefh looked for, but fought not the honour which comes from 
God only,. That it wasan honour invented by'men in the fall and 
in the alienation from God, who were offended if it was not given 
them; yet would be looked upon as faints, church-members, and 
great Chriftians : but Chrift faith, «* How can ye believe, who re- 

“© ceive” 
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** ceive honour one of another, and feek not the honour that cometh 1648. 
** from God only? And I (faith Chrift) receive not honour of * 
**men.” Shewing that men have an honour. which they will re- 
‘ceive and give, but Chrift will have none of it. This is the honour 
which Chrift will not receive, and which muft be laid in the duft. 
-Oh! the fcorn, heat, and fury that arofe! Oh! the blows, punch- 
ings, beatings, and imprifonments that we underwent for not putting 
off our hats to men! For that foon tried all mens patience and fo- 
briety, what it was. Some had their hats violently pluck’d off and 
thrown away, fo that they quite loft them. The bad language and 
evil ufage we received on this account is hard to be expreffed, befides 
the danger we were fometimes in of lofing our lives for this matter, 
and that by the great profeflors of chriftianity, who thereby dif- 
covered they were not true believers. And though it was but a fmall 
_ thing in the eye of man, yet a wonderful confufion it brought among 
all profeffors and priefts ; but, blefied be the Lord, many came to 
fee the vanity of that cuftom of putting off the hat to men, and felt 
the weight of Truth’s teftimony againft it. 

About this time I was forely exercifed in going to their courts to 
cry for juftice, in fpeaking and writing to judges and juftices to do 
juftly ; in warning fuch as kept publick houfes for entertainment, 
that they fhould not let people have more drink than would do them 
good; in. teftifying againft wakes, feafts, may-games, .fports, plays, 
and {hews, which trained up people to vanity and loofenefs, ‘and led e 
them from the fear of God; and the days fet forth for holidays were 
ufually the times wherein they moft difhonoured God by thefe things. 
In fairs alfo, and in markets, I was made to declare againft their de- 
ceitful merchandize, cheating, and cozening ; warning all to deal 
juftly, to fpeak the truth, to let their yea be yea, and their nay be 
nay, and to do unto others as they would have others do unto them ; 
forewarning them of the great and terrible day of the Lord, . which 
would come upon them all. I was moved alfo to-cry againft all forts 
of mufick, and againft the mountebanks playing tricks on their ftages ; 
for they burthened the pure life, and ftirred up people’s minds to 
vanity. I was much exercifed too with {chool-mafters and fchool- 
miitrefles, warning them to teach children fobriety in the fear of the 
Lord, that they might not. be nurfed and trained up in lightnefs, 
vanity, and wantonnefs. I was made to warn mafters and miftrefles, 
fathers, and mothers in private families, to take care that their 
children and fervants might be trained. up in the fear of the Lord, 
and that themfelves fhould be therein examples and patterns of 
fobriety and virtue to them. For I faw that as the’ Jews were to 
teach their children the law of God, the old covenant, and to traim 
them up in it, and their fervants, yea the very ftrangers were to keep: 
the fabbath among them, and be circumcifed, before they might eat 
of their facrifices ; fo all that made a profeffion of chriftianity ought 
to train up their children and fervants in the new covenant of light, 
Chrift Jefus, who is God’s falvation to the ends of the earth, that all 
may know their falvation. And they ought to train them up in the 
law of life, the law of the Spirit, the law of love and of faith, that 
they might be made free from the law of fin and death. And all 
chriftians ought to be circumcifed by the Spirit, which puts a. 4 
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body of the fins of the flefh, that they may come to eat of the hea- 


venly facrifice, Chrift Jefus, that true fpiritual food, which none'can 
rightly feed upon but they that are circumcifed by the Spirit. Like- 


wife I was exercifed about the ftar-gazers, who drew peoples minds 


from Chrift, the bright and the morning-ftar, and from the Sun of 
righteoufnefs, by whom the fun, moon, and ftars, and all things 
elfe were made, whois the wifdom of God, from whom the righ 
knowledge of all things is received. gf pc 
But the black earthly fpirit of the prieft wounded my life: and 
when I heard the bell toll to call people together to the fteeple- 
houfe, it ftruck at my life; for it was like a market-bell to gather 


_people together, that the prieft might fet forth his ware to fale. Oh! 


the vaft {ums of money that are got by the trade they make of felling 
the fcriptures, and by their preaching, from the higheft bifhop to - 
the loweft prieft ! What one trade elfe in the world is comparable 
to it? notwithftanding the {criptures were given forth freely, 
Chrift commanded his minifters to preach freely, and the prophets 
and apoftles denounced judgment againft all covetous hirelings and 
diviners for money. But in this free Spirit of the Lord Jefus was I fent 
forth to declare’ the word of life and reconciliation freely, that all 
might come to Chrift, who gives freely, and renews up into the image 
of God, which man and woman were in before they fell, that they 
might fit. down in the heavenly places in Chrift Jefus. 

As I went towardsNottingham on a firft day in the morning, 
with friends toa meeting there, when I came on the top of a hill in 
fight of the town, I efpied the great {teeple-houfe; and the Lord 
faid unto me, “* Thou muft go cry againft yonder great idol, and 
<¢ againft the worfhippers therein.” I ‘aid nothing of this to the 
friends, but went with them to the meeting, where the mighty 
power of the Lord God was amongft ‘us ;.in which I left friends 
fitting in the meeting, and went to the fteeple-houfe. When I came 
there all the people looked like fallow ground, and the prieft, like a 
great lump of earth, ftood in his pulpit above: he took for his text 
thefe words of Peter, “ We have alfo a more fure word of prophecy, 
«‘ whereunto ye do well, that ye take heed, as unto a light that 
«« fhineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day-ftar - 
‘« arife in your hearts.” He told the people this was the fcriptures, 
by which they were to try all dodétrines, religions, and opinions. 
Now the Lord’s power was fo mighty upon me, and fo ftrong in me, 
that I could not hold ; but was made to cry out, “ Oh! no; it is 
«© not the {criptures ;” and told them it was the holy Spirit, by which 
the holy men of God gave forth the {criptures, whereby opinions, 
religions, and judgments were to be tried ; for it led into all truth, 
and fo gave the knowledge of all truth. The Jews had the ferip- 
tures, yet refifted the Holy Ghoft, and rejected Chritt, the bright 
morning-ftar. They perfecuted him and his apoftles, and took 
upon them to try their dodtrines by the fcriptures, but erred in 
judgment, and did not try them right; becaufe they tried without 
the Holy Ghoft. AsI {poke thus amongft them, the officers came; 
took me’away, and put me into a nafty ftinking prifon ; the {mell 
whereof got fo into my nofe and throat, that it very much annoyed 


me. ; 
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But that day the Lord’s power founded fo in their ears, that they _ 1049: 
were amazed at the voice, and could not get it out of their ears: for i 
fome time after; they were fo reached by the Lord’s power in the 
fteeple-houfe. At night they took me before they mayor, alder- 
men, and fheriffs of ‘the town. When I was brought before them, 
the mayor was ina peevifh fretful temper, but the Lord’s power _ 
allay'd him. They examined me at large; and I told them how 
the Lord had moved. me to come. After fome difcourfe between 
them and me, they fent me back to prifon; but fome time after the 
head, fheriff, whofe name was John Récklefs, fent for me to his 
houfe. When I came in, his wife met me in the hall, and faid, 
‘* Salvation is come to our houfe.” She took me by the hand, and 
was much wrought upon by the power of the Lord; and her 
hufband, children, and fervants were much changed, for the power 
of the Lord wrought upon them. I lodged at the fheriff’s, and 
great meetings we had in his houfe. Some perfons of confiderable 
condition in the world came to them, and the Lord’s power appeared 
eminently amongft them. This fheriff fent for the other fheriff, 
and a woman they had had dealings with in the way of trade; and 
he told her before the other fheriff, that they had wronged her in 
their dealings with: her (for the other fheriff and he were partners) 
. and that they ought to make her reftitution. This he {poke chear- 
fully ; but the other fheriff denied it, and the woman faid fhe knew 
nothing of it. But the friendly fheriff faid it was fo, the other 
knew it well enough ; and having difcoyéred the matter, and ac- 
knowledged the wrong done by them; he made reftitution to the 
woman, and exhorted the other fheriff to dothe like. The Lord’s 

ower was with this friendly fheriff, wrought a mighty change in 
him, and great openings he had. The next market-day, as he was 
walking with me in the chamber, he faid; «« I muft go into the 
“« market, and preach repentance to the people.” | Accordingly he 
went in his flippers into the market, and into féveral ftreets, and 
preached repentance to the people. Several others alfo in the town 
were moved to fpeak to the mayor and magiftrates, and to the peo- 
ple, exhorting them to repent. Hereupon the magiftrates grew 
very angry, fent for me from the fheriff’s houfe; and committed me 
to the common prifon. When the affize came on, one perfon was 
moved to come and offer up himfelf for me, body for body, yea, 
life alfo : but when I fhould have been brought before the judge, 
the fheriff’s man being fomewhat long in bringing me to the feffions- 
houfe, the judge was rifen before Icatne. At which I underftood 
the judge was offended, and faid, «‘ He would have admonifhéd the 
_ youth, if he had been brought before him :” for I was then im- 
prifoned by the name of a youth. So I was returned to prifon again, 
and putinto the common gaol. The Lord’s power was great among 
friends; but the people began to be very rude: wherefore the go- 
vernor of the caftle fent foldiers, and difperfed them; after that they 
were quiet. Both priefts and people were aftonifhed at the wonder- 
ful power that broke forth ; feveral 6f the priefts were made ten- 
der, and fome did confefs to the power of the Lord, 
ie G . 
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After I was fet at liberty from Nottingham gaol, where Tf had 
been kept prifoner a pretty longtime, I travelled as before, in the 


Woodhoufe. work of the Lord.. Coming to Mansfield Woodhoufe, there was a 


Leicefter- 


Soghire. 


Barrow. 


diftraéted woman under a doctor’s hand,with her hair loofe about her 
ears. He was about to let her blood, fhe being firft bound, and 
many people about her, holding her by violence; but he could get 
no blood from her. I defired them to unbind her and let her alone, 
for they could not touch the fpirit in her by which fhe was tor- 
mented. So they did unbind her; and I was moved to fpeak to 
her, and in the name of the Lord to bid her be quiet and ftill ; and 
fhe was fo. The Lord’s power fettled her mind, and fhe mended. 
Afterwards the received the truth, and continued in it to her death ; 
and the Lord’s name was honoured ; to whom the glory of all his 
works belongs. Many great and wonderful things were wrought by 
the heavenly power in thofe days: for the Lord made bare his om- 
nipotent arm, and manifefted his power to the aftonifhment of 
many; by the,healing virtue whereof many have been delivered from 
great infirmities, and the devils were made fubje& through his name 3 
of which particular inftances might be given, beyond what’ this 
unbelieving age is able to receive or beat. Bleffed for ever be the 
name of the Lord, and everlaftingly honoured, and over all exalted 


‘and magnified be the arm of his glorious power, by which he hath 


wrought glorioufly: let the honour and praife of all his works be 
afcribed to him alone. ; . 

While I was at Mansfield Woodhoufe, I was moved to go to the 
fteeple-houfe, and declare the truth to the prieft’ and people. But 
the people fell upon me in great rage, {truck me down, and almoft 
ftifled me. I was cruelly beaten and bruifed by them with their 
hands, bibles, and fticks. ‘Then they haled me out, though I was 
hardly able to ftand, and put me into the ftocks, where I fat fome 
hours; and they brought dog-whips and horfe-whips, threatening 
to whip me. After fome time they had me before the magiftrate, 
at a knight’s houfe, where were many great perfons ; who, feeing 
how evilly I had been ufed, after much threatening fet me at liberty : 
but the rude people ftoned me out of the town, for preaching ihe 
Word of life to them. I was fcarce able to go, or well to ftand, by 
reafon of the ill ufage I had received; yet with much ado I got 
about a mile from the town, and then I met with fome people that 
gave me fomething to comfort me, becaufe I was inwardly bruifed : 
but the Lord’s power foon healed me again. ‘That day fome people 
were convinced of the Lord’s truth, and turned to his teaching; at 
which I rejoiced. : 

’ Then went I out of Nottinghamfhire into Leicefterfhire, feveral 
friends accompanying me. ‘There were fome baptifts in that country, 
whom I defired to {peak with, becaufe they were feparated from the 
publick worfhip. So Oats, one of their chief teachers, and others of the 
heads of them, with feveral of theircompany,came to meet usat Barrow, 
where we difcourfed with them. One of them faid, What was not of 
faith, was fin. Whereupon I afked them, What Faith was? and how it 
was wrought in man? But they turned off from that, and fpake of their 
baptifm in water. Then I afked them, Whether their mountain of fin” 

3 was 
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was brought down; and laid low in them? and their rough and crooked 
_ ways made {mooth and {trait in them? They looked upon the {crip 
tures as meaning outward mountains and ways; but I told them; 
they muft find them in their own hearts; which they feemed to 
wonder at: We afked them, Who baptized John the baptift ? who 
‘baptized Peter, John, and the reft of the apoftles ? and put theni 
to prove by fcripture, that thefe were baptized in water: but they 
were filent, .Then I afked them, Seeing Judas, who betrayed Chrift, 
and was called the fon of perdition, had hanged himfelf, what fon 
of perdition was that which Paul fpake of, that fat in the temple of 
God,. exalted above all that is called God? And what temple of God 
that was in which this fon of perdition fat? And whether he, that 
betrays Chrift within in himfelf, be not one in nature with that Judas 
that betrayed Chrift without? But they could not tell what to make 
of this, nor what to fay toit. So after fome difcourfe we parted ; 
and fome of them were loving to us. 


149. 
Gea 


On the firft day following we came to Bagworth, and went to a Bagworth, 


fteeple-houfe; where fome friends were got in, and the people locked 
them in, and themfelves too, with the prieft. But after the prieft 
had done, they opened the door, and we went in alfo, and had fer- 
vice for the Lord amongft them. Afterwards we had a meeting in 
the town, amongft feveral that were in high notions. Then pafling 


from: thence, I heard of a people in prifon at Coyentry for religion. Coventry. 


As I walked towards the gaol, the word of the Lord came to meé, 
faying, My LovE WAS ALWAYS TO THEE, AND THOU ART IN 
My Love. And I was ravifhed with the fenfe of the love of God, 
and greatly ftrengthened in my inward man. But when I came into 
the gaol where thofe prifoners were, a great power of darknefs ftruck 
at me; and [ fat ftill, having my {pirit gathered into the love of 
God. At laft thefe prifoners began to rant, vapour, and blafpheme ; 
at which my foul was greatly grieved. They faid, they were God ; 
but we could not bear fuch things. When they were calm, I ftood 
up and afked them, Whether they did fuch things by motion, of 
from Scripture? They faid,; From Scripture. Then, a bible lying 
by, I afked them for that fcripture ; and they fhewed me that place 
where the fheet was Jet down to Peter ; and it was faid to him, what 
was fanétified he fhould notcall common or unclean. When I had 
fhewed them That fcripture made nothing for their purpofe, they 
brought another, which fpake of God’s reconciling all things to 
himfelf, things in heaven and things in earth. I told them, I owned 
that f{cripture alfo; but fhewed them it was nothing to their purpofé 
neither. Then feeing they faid, They were God, I afked them, If 
they knew whether it would rain to-morrow ? They faid, They could 
not tell. I told them, God could tell. I afked them, If they thought 
they fhould be always in that condition, or fhould change? They 
an{wered, They could not tell. Then faid I, God can tell, and he 
doth not change. You fay you are God; and yet you cannot tell 
whether you fhall change or no. So they were confounded, and 
quite brought down for the time. After [ had reproved them for 
their blafphemous expreflions, 1 went away ; for I perceived they 
were Ranters. I had met with none before; and I admired the 

goodnefs 
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goodnefs of the Lord in appearing fo unto me, before I went among 


them. Not long after this, one of thefe Ranters, whofe name was - 


Jofeph Salmon, publifhed a recantation; upon which they were fet 
at liberty. | 
From Coventry I went to Atherftone; and it being their leéture- 


day, I was moved to go to their chapel to fpeak to the prieft and. 


people. They were generally pretty quiet; only fome few raged, 


and would have had my relations to have bound me. I declared . 


Jargely to them, that God was come to teach his people Inmfelf, . 


and to bring them from all their man-made teachers, to hear his 
Son; and fome were convinced there. 

Then I went to Market-Boffoth, and there was a lecture alfo. 
He that preached was Nathaniel Stevens, the prieft of the town 
where I was born. He raged much when I fpake, and told the 
people I was mad; though he had faid before to Colonel Purfoy, 
‘There was never fuch a plant bred in England : he bid the people 
not to hear me; who, being ftirred up by this deceitful prieit, fell 
upon us, and ftoned us out of the town; yet they did not do us 
much hurt. Howbeit fome people were made loving that day ; and 
others were confirmed, feeing the rage of both priefts and profefiors ; 
and fome cried out, -that the prieft durft not ftand to prove his mi- 
niftry. 

it! I travelled through markets, fairs, and divers places, I faw 
death and darknefs in all people, where the power of the Lord had 


not fhaken them. AsI was paffing on in Leicefterfhire, Icame to » 


Twy-Crofs, where there were excifemen. Iwas moved of the Lord 
to go and warn them to take heed of oppreffing the poor; and peo- 
ple were much affected with it. There was in that town a great 
man that had long lain fick, and was given over by the phylicians. 
Some friends in the town defired me to vifit him. I went up to him 


in his chamber, and fpake the» word of life to him, and was moved. 


to pray by him; and the Lord was entreated, and reftored him to 
health. When I was come down the ftairs into a lower room,.and 
was {peaking to the fervants, and others there, a fervant man of his 
came raving out of another room, with a naked rapier in his hand, 
and fet it juft to my fide. I looked ftedfaftly on him, and faid, 
«« Alack for thee, poor creature! what wilt thou do with thy carnal 
‘* weapon? It is no more to me than a ftraw.” The ftanders-by 
were much troubled, and he went away in a rage. But when the 
news of it came to his mafter, he turned him out of his fervice. Thus 
the Lord’s power preferved me, and raifed up the weak man; who 
afterwards was very loving to friends. When I came to that town 
again, both he and his wife came: to fee me, ; 

After this I was moved to go into Derbythire, where the mighty 
power of God was among friends. I went to Chefterfield, where 
one Britland was prieft. He faw beyond the common fort of priefts; 


for he had been partly convinced, and had fpoken much on behalf 


of truth before he was prieft there: but when the prieft of that 
town died, he got the parfonage, and choked himfelf with it. Iwas 


, 


. moved to {peak to him and the people in the great love of God, that 


they might come off from all men’s teaching unto God’s teaching; . 


and 
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and. he was not able to gainfay. But they had me’before the mayor, , _ 1649- 

and threatened to fend me, with fome others, to the houfe of cor- Pita 

rection ; and kept us in cuftody till it was late in the night. Then 

the officers, with the watchmen, put us out of the town, leaving 

us to fhift as we could. I bent my courfe towards Derby, having 

a friend or two with me. In our way we met with many profeffors ; 

and at Kidfey Park many were convinced. Kidfey Park. 
Coming to Derby, I lay at a doctor’s houfe, whofe wife was con« Derby. 

vinced ; and feveral more in the town. As I was walking in my 185%) 

chamber, the bell rung ; and it ftruck at my life atthe very hearing 

of it. So I afked the woman of the houfe, What the bell’ rung for? 

She faid, There was to be a great lecture there that day, and many 

ofhcers of the army, priefts, and preachers were to be there, anda 

colonel, that was a preacher. Then wasI moved of the Lord to 

go up to them. When they had done, I fpake to them what the 

Lord commanded me; and they were pretty quiet. But there came 

an officer, and took me by the hand, and faid, I muft go before the 

magiftrates, and the other two that were with me. It was about 

the firft hour afternoon that we came before them. They afked me, 

Why we came thither? I faid, God moved us fo to do; and told 

them, “* God dwells not in temples made with hands.” I alfo faid, 

All their preaching, baptifm, and facrifices would never fandtify 

them; and bid them look unto Chrift in them, and not unto men ; 

for it is Chrift that. fan@iifies. ‘Then they ran into many words ; 

but I told them, they were not to difpute of God and Chrift, but to 

obey him. ‘The power of God thundered among them, and they did 

fly like chaff before it. They put mein and out of the room often, 

hurrying me backward and forward, for they were from the. firft 

hour till the ninth at night in examining me. Sometimes they would 

tell me in a deriding manner, that I was taken up in raptures. At 

laft they afked me, Whether I was farrétified? I anfwered, Yes ; for 

I was in the paradife of God. Then they afked me, If I had no fin? 

I anfwered, Chrift my Saviour has taken away my fin; and in him 

there is no fin. They afked, How we knew that Chrift did abide in 

us? I faid, By his Spirit that he hath given us. They temptingly 

afked, If any of us were Chrift? I anfwered, Nay, we were no- 

thing, Chrift was all. They faid, If a Man fteal, is it no fin? I 

anfwered, All unrighteoufnefs is fin. When they had wearied them- 

felyes in examining me, they committed me and; one other man to 

the houfe of correction in Derby for fix months, as blafphemers; as 

may appear by the mittimus, a copy whereof here followeth: — 


~ To the matter of the houfe of correction in Derby, oreeting. 


WE have fent you herewithal the bodies of George Fox, late of 
Mansfield, in the county of Nottingham, and John Fretwell, 
late of Staniefby in the County of Derby, hufbandman, brought be- 
fore us this prefent day, and charged with the avowed uttering and 
broaching of divers blafphemous opinions, contrary to a Jate aét of 

parliament ; 


! 
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parliament ; which, upon their examination before us, they'have con- _ 
fefled. Thefe are therefore to require you forthwith, upon fight here+ 
of, to receive them the faid George Fox and John Fretwell into your 
cuftody, and them therein fafely to keep during ‘the {pace of fix 
months, without bail or mainprize, or until they fhall find fufficient 
fecurity to be of the good behaviour, or be thence delivered by order 
from ourfelves. Hereof you are not to fail, Given under our hands 
and feals this 30th day of October 1650. 
‘ Ger. Bennet, 
Nath. Barton. 


Now did the priefts beftir themfelves in their pulpits to preach up 
fin for term of life. Much of their work was, to plead for it; fo 
that people faid, Never was the like heard. After fome time, the 
perfon committed with me, not ftanding faithful in his teftimony, got 
in with the gaoler, and by him made way to the juftice to haye leave 
to go fee his mother; and fo got his liberty. It then was reported, 
that he faid I had bewitched and deceived him: but my {pirit was 
ftrengthened when he was gone. ‘The priefts, profeffors, juftices, and 
the gaoler, were all in a great rage againft me. The gaoler watched 
my words and aétions, often afking me queftions to eninare me ; and 
fometimes he would afk me fuch filly queftions, as, Whether the 
door was latched, or not? Thinking to draw fome fudden, unadvifed 
anfwer from me, from whence he might take advantage to charge 
fin upon me: but I was kept watchful and chafte, fo that they could 
get no advantage of me; which they admired. 

Not long after my commitment, I was moved to write to the priefts » 
and magiftrates of Derby. And firft to the priefts. 


S ee i tse I was fent to you to tell you, That if you had re- 
: ceived the gofpel freely, you would minifter it freely without 


* money or price: but you make a trade and fale of what the pro- 


© phets and apoftles have fpoken; and fo you corrupt the truth. You 


‘are the men that lead«filly women captive, who are ever learning, 
‘and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth: you have a 
form of godlinefs, but youdeny the power. As Janneés and Jambres 
' withftood Mofes, fo do you refift the truth ; being men of corrupt 
minds, reprobate concerning the faith. But you fhall proceed no 
further ; for your folly thall be made manifeft to all men, as theirs 
was. Moreover the Lord fent me to tell you, that he doth look 
for fruits. You afked me, If the fcripture was my rule? It is not 
your rule, to rule your lives by, but to talk of in words. You 
are the men that live in pleafures, pride, and wantonnefs, in fulnefs 
of bread, and abundance of idlenefs: fee if this be not the fin of 
Sodom.* Lot received the angels; but Sodom wasenvious. You 
fhew forth the vain nature; you ftand in the fleps of them that 
crucified my Saviour, and mocked him. You are their children ;. 
you fhew forth their fruit. "They had the chief place in the affem- 
blies ; and fo have you: they loved to be called Rabbi; and fo do 
you.’ 32 ie Saree ysl 
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I writ to the magiftrates who committed me, to this effect: 


« Friends, 
Y AM forced, in tender love to your fouls, to write unto you, and 
to befeech you to confider what you do, and what the commands 
of God call for. He doth require juftice and mercy, to break 
every yoke, and to let the opprefled go free. But who calleth for 
juftice ? or loveth mercy? or contendeth for the truth? Is not 
judgment turned backward? Doth not jutftice ftand afar off ? Is not 
truth filenced in the ftreets ? or can equity enter? Do not they that 
depart from evil make themfelves a prey? Oh! confider what ye 
do, in time, and take heed whom ye imprifon ;, for the magiftrate 
is fet for the punifhment of evil-doers, and for the praife of them 
that do well. I intreat you, in time take heed what you do:, for 
furely the Lord will come, and make manifeft both the, builders 
and the work. If it be of man, it will fail; but if it be of God, 
nothing will overthrow it. Therefore I defire and pray that, you 
would take heed and beware what you do, left ye be found fighters 
again{t God.’ 
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2 4 Rs 
Having thus far cleared my confcience to them, I waited in the 
holy patience, leaving the event to God, in whote willI ftood. After 
fome time I was moved to write again to the juftices that had com- 
mitted me, to lay their evils before them, that they might. repent. 
One of them, Nathaniel Barton, wasa colonel, a juttice, and a 
preacher. 


Pa Prendggy - ; : 
: wee {poke of the good old way which the prophet fpake of ; 
but the prophet cried again{t the abominations which you 
‘ hold up. Had you the power of God, ye would not perfecute the 
© good way. He that fpake of the good way, was fet in the ftocks. 
' © ‘The people cried, «© Away with him to the ftocks,” for {peaking 
‘ the truth. Ah! foolifh people, who have eyes and fee not; ears 
« and hear not, without underftanding! ‘* Fear ye not me, faith the 
«¢ Lord, and will ye not tremble at my prefence ?’ O your pride 
« and abominations are odious in the eyes of God! You that are 
* preachers, have the chiefeft place in the aflemblies, and are called 
© of men, Mafter. Such were and are againft my Saviour, and Maker,: 
« they fhut up the kingdom of heaven from men; and neither go in 
* themfelves, nor fuffer others. Therefore ye fhall receive the greater 
‘ damnation, who have their places, and. walk in their fteps. . You 
« may, fay, If you had been in the days of the prophets, or .Chritt, 
__ € ye would not have perfecuted them. Be ye witnefles againft your- 
© felves, that ye are the children of thefe, feeing ye now perfecute 
‘ the way of truth. O confider, there is a true Judge, that will 
* give every one of you a reward according to your works. O mind 
* where you are, you that hold up-the abominations which the true 
‘ prophet cried againft! O come down, and fit in the duft! The 
5 * Lord 
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‘ Lord is coming with power, and he will throw down every one 
‘ that is lifted up, that he alone may be exalted.’ +4 


As I had thus written to them jointly ; after fome time I writ to 
each by himfelf. To juftice Bennet in this manner : . 


‘ Friend, ; 
¢ A Pere. that doft profefs God and Chrift in words, fee how’ 
thou followeft him. To take off burdens, to vifit them that 
‘ are in prifon, to fhew mercy, cloath thy own flefh, and deal thy 
‘ bread to the hungry; thefe are God’s commandments. ‘To re- 
lieve the fatherlefs, to vifit the widows in their affliction, and to 
keep thyfelf unfpotted of the world, this is pure religion before 
God. But if thou profefs Chrift, and followeft covetoufnefs and 
earthly-mindednefs, thou denieft him in life, deceiveft thyfelf and 
others, and takeft him for a cloak. Wo be to you, greedy men 
and rich men; weep and howl for your mifery that {hall come! 
Take heed of covetoufnefs and extortion: God doth forbid that. 
Wo be to the man that coveteth an evil covetoufnefs, that he may 
fet his neft on high, and cover himfelf with thick clay. Oh! do 
not love that which God forbids. His fervant thou art whom 
thou doft obey, whether it be of fin unto death, or of obedience 
unto righteoufnefs. Think upon Lazarus and Dives; the one 
fared fumptuoufly every day, the other wasa beggar. See if thou 
be not Dives? Be not deceived, God is not mocked with vain 
words. Evil communication corrupteth good manners. Awake 
to righteoufnefs, and fin not. 
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That to juftice Barton was in this manner : 


¢ Friend, 


Tb beaied that preacheft Chrift and the {criptures in words. 
When any come to follow that which thou haft fpoken of, 
and to live the life of the {criptures, thofe that preach the {crip- 
tures, but do not lead their lives according thereunto, perfecute 
them, Mind the prophets, Jefus Chrift, and his apoftles, and all 
the holy men of God ; what they {poke was from the life: but they 
that had not the life, but the words, perfecuted and imprifoned 
them that lived in the life which thofe had backflidden from. 

cy G. F? 
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Having written to the juftices and the priefts, it was upon me to 
write to the mayor of Derby alfo; who, though he did not fign the 
mittimus, had a hand with the reft in fending me to prifon. To 
him I wrote after this manner : 


: 


«Prana: 


GEORGE FOX’s JOURNAL, 
‘ Friend, 

é Ba HO U art fet in place to do juftice ; but, in imprifoning my 
‘ body,’thou haft done contrary to juftice, according to your 
« own law. O take heed of pleafing men more than God, for that’s 
‘ the way of the fcribes and pharifees: they fought the praife of 
* men more than God. Remember who faid,: ** I was a {tranger, 
«© and ye took me not in; I was in prifon, and ye vifited me not.” 
‘ O friend, thy envy is not againft me only, but againft the power of 
* truth: I had no envy to you, but love. O take heed of op- 
* preflion ; ‘* for the day of the Lord is coming, that fhall burn as 
*« an oven; and all the proud, and all that do wickedly, fhall be as 
«* ftubble ; and the day that cometh fhall burn them up, faith the 
*¢ Lord of Hofts: it fhall leave them neither root nor branch.” O 
* friend, if the love of God were in thee, thou wouldft love the 
‘ truth, hear the truth fpoken, and not imprifon unjuftly. The love 
‘ of God beareth and fuffereth, and envieth noman. If the love of 
‘ God had broken your hearts, you would fhew mercy ; but you 
© fhew what ruleth you. Every tree doth thew forth its fruit ; you 
* fhew your fruits openly. For drunkennefs, {wearing, pride, and 
« vanity rule among you, both in teacher and people. OO friend, 
‘ mercy, true judgment, and juftice, are cried for in the ftreets ; 
* oppreftion, unmercifulnefs, cruelty, hatred, pride, pleafures, wanton- 
* nefs, and fulnefs are in your ftreets ; but the-poor is not regarded. 
* Oh! take heed of the woe: ‘* Woe be to the crown of pride! 
«© Woe be to them that drink wine in bowls, and the poor is ready 
<< to perifh.” Oh! remember Lazarus and Dives! One fared delicioufly 
*‘ every day, the other was a beggar. O friend, mind thefe things, 
‘« for they are near ; and fee whether thou be not in Dives’s ftate.’ 


I wrote alfo to the Court at Derby thus : 


: J AM moved to write unto you, to take heed of oppreffing the 
« # poor in your courts, or laying burdens upon poor people which 
‘ they cannot bear; and of impofing falfe oaths, or making them 
« take oaths which they cannot perform. The Lord faith, « Iwill 
' “ come near to judgment, and will be a fwift witnefs again{t 
«* the forcerers, againft the falfe fwearers, and againft the idolaters, 
«* and againft thofe that opprefs widows and fatherlefs;” therefore 
« take heed of all thefe things betimes. The Lord’s judgments are 
« all true and righteous, and he delighteth in mercy. So love 
¢ mercy, dear people, and confider in time.’ th 


Likewife to the ringers, who ufed to ring the bells in the fteeple- 
houfe called St. Peter’s, in Derby, I fent thefe few lines : 


© Friends, 

‘ T AKE heed of pleafures, and prize your time now while 
‘ you have it; do not fpend it in pleafures nor earthlinefs. 
« The time may come that you will fay, You had time, when 
‘it is paft. Therefore look at the love of God now while 
‘you have time; for it bringeth to loath all vanities and 
. * worldly 
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‘ worldly pleafures. Oh! confider, time is precious; fear God 
«and rejoice in him, who hath: made heaven and earth.’ 


While I was here in- prifon, divers profeffors came to. difcourfe, 
with me. I hada fenfe before they fpoke, that they came to plead, 
for finand imperfection. I afked them, Whether they were believers 
and had faith? They faid, Yes. Iafked them, In whom? They 
faid, In Chrift. I replied, If ye are true believers in Chrift, you - 
are pafied from death to life; and if pafied from death, then from. 
fin that bringeth death : and if your faith be true, it will give you 
victory over fin and the devil, purify your hearts and confciences 
(for the true faith is held in a pure confcience) and bring you to 
pleafe God, and give you accefs to him again. But they could not 
endure to hear of purity, and of victory over fin and the devil. They 
faid, “« They could not believe any could be free from fin on this 
«* fide the grave.” I bid them give over babbling about the ferip- 
tures, which were holy mens words, whilft they pleaded for unho- 
linefs. At another time a company of profeflors came, who alfo 
began to plead for fin. I afked them, Whether they had hope? 
‘They faid, Yes: God forbid but we fhould have hope. I afked 
them, What hope is it that you have? Is Chrift in you the hope of 
your glory? Doth it purify you, as he is pure? But they could not 
abide to hear of being made pure here. Then I bid them forbear 
talking of the {criptures, which were the holy mens words; for the 
holy men that wrote the {criptures pleaded for holinefs in heart, life, 
and converfation here; but fince you plead for impurity and fin, 
which is of the devil, what have you to do with the holy mens 
words ? “ 

- The keeper of the prifon, being an high proieffor, was ereatly en- 
raged again{t me, and fpoke very wickedly of me; but it pleafed the 
Lord one day to ftrike him fo, that he was in great trouble, and 


_ under much terror of mind. Andas I was walking in my chamber, I 


heard a doleful noife; and ftanding ftill, I heard him fay to his wife, 
«© Wife, I have feen the day of judgment; and I {aw GeorGe there, and 
« T was afraid of him; becaufe I had done him fo much wrong, and 
«* fpoken fo much againft him to the minifters and profefiors, and. 
“¢ to the juftices, and in taverns and alehoufes.” After this, to- 
wards the evening, he came into my chamber, and faid to me, “ I 
«« have been as a lion againft you ; but now I come like a lamb, 
‘« and like the gaoler that came to Paul and Silas trembling.” And 
he defired he might lodge with me ; I told him, Iwas in his power, 
he might do what he would: but he faid, «« Nay, he would have 
« my leave; and he could defire to be always with me, but not to | 
‘© have me as a prifoner.” He faid, «* He had been plagued, and 

“« his houfe had been plagued for my fake.” So 1 fuftered him to 
lodge with me. Then he told me all his heart, and faid, He be- 


~ lieved what I had faid of the true faith and hope to be true; and he 


wondered that the other man, who was put in prifon with me, did 
not ftandit; and faid, “* That man was not right, but I was an 
«« honeft man.” He confefled alfo ta me, that at thofe times when 
Thad afked hinr to let me go forth to {peak the word of the Lord to 

. me they 
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the people, when he refufed to let me go, and I laid the weight 
thereof upon him, that he ufed to be under great trouble, amazed, 
and almoft diftracted for fome time after, and in fuch a condition 
that he had little ftrength left him. When the morning came, he 
rofe and went to the juftices, and told them, ‘ That he and his 


“ houfe had been plagued for my fake.” One of the juftices re- ° 


plied (as he reported tome) that the plagues were upon them too for 
keeping me. This was juftice Bennet of Derby, who was the firft 
that called us Quakers, becaufe I bid them tremble at the word of 
the Lord. ‘This was in the year 1650. | 

After this the juftices gave leave, that I fhould have liberty to walk 
a mile. I perceived their end, and told the gaoler, If they would 
fet down to me how far a mile was, I might take the liberty of 
walking it fometimes. ‘For I had a fenfe that they thought I would go 
away. And the gaoler confefied afterwards they did it with that in- 
tent to haye me go away, to eafe them of their plague; but I told 
him I was not of that {pirit. 

This gaoler had a fifter, a fickly young woman. She came up into 
my chamber to vifit me; and after fhe had ftaid fome time, and I 
had fpoken the words of truth to her, fhe went down, and told 
them, ‘‘ we were an innocent people, and did:none any hurt, but 
«¢ did good to all, even to them that hated us ;” and defired them to 
be tender towards me. . 

As by reafon of my reftraint I had not the opportunity of travelling 
about to declare and fpread truth through the countries, it came upon 
me to write a paper, and fend it forth to be fpread amongft friends 
and other tender people, for the opening of their underftandings in 
the way of truth, and directing them to the true teacher in them- 
felves. It was after this manner : 


¢ H E Lord doth fhew unto man his thoughts, and difcovereth 
+* all the fecret workings in man. A man may be brought to 
‘ fee his evil thoughts, running mind, and vain imaginations, and 
‘ may ftrive to keep them down, and to keep his mind in; but can- 
¢ not overcome them, nor keep his mind within to the Lord. In 
© this ftate and condition fubmit to the Spirit of the Lord that fhews 
¢ them, and that will bring to wait upon the Lord ; and he that hath 
¢ difeovered them will deftroy them. Therefore ftand in the faith 
« of the Lord Jefus Chrift (who is the author of the true faith) and 
‘ mind him; for he will difcover the root of lufts, evil thoughts, 
¢ and vain imaginations ; how they are begotten, conceived, and 
* bred; how they are brought forth, and how every evil member 
* doth work. He will difcover every principle from its own nature 

arand: fot: Beko 
‘to be taught by it, which will difcover all workings in you. As 
hé teacheth you, fo obey and forfake ; elfe you will not grow in 
the faith, nor in the life of Chrift, where the love of God is re- 
ceived. Love begetteth love, its own nature and image: and when 
mercy and truth mect, what joy there is! Mercy triumphs in 
judgment ; and love and mercy bear the judgment of the world in 
. aa . * patience. 
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© So mind the faith of Chrift, and‘the anointing which is in you, 
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patience. That which cannot bear the world’s judgment is not the: 
love of God; for love beareth all things, and is above the world’s 
judgment; for the world’s judgment is but foolifhnefs. Though 
it be the world’s judgment and practice to caft all the filthinefs 
that is among-themtelves upon the faints, yet their judgment is 
falfe. ‘The chafte virgins follow Chriftthe lamb, that takes away 
the fins of the world ; but they that are of that fpirit which is not 
chafte, will not follow Chrift the lamb in his fteps, but are difobe- 
dient to him in hiscommands. The flefhly mind doth mind the 
flefh, talketh flefhly, and its knowledge is flefhly, and not {piritual ; 
but favours of death, not of the Spirit of life. Some men have the 
nature of {wine wallowing in the mire. Some have the nature of 
dogs, to bite both the fheep and one another. Some have the 
nature of lions, to tear, devour, and deftroy. Some the nature of 
wolves, to tear and devour the lambs and fheep of Chrift: and fome 
the nature of the ferpent (that old adverfary) to fting, envenom, and 
poifon. ‘* He that hath an ear to hear, let him hear,” and learn 
thefe things within himfelf. Some men have the natures of other 
beafts and creatures, minding nothing but earthly and vifible things, ° 
and feeding without the fear of God. Some have the nature of a 
horfe, to praunce and vapour in their ftrength, and to be fwiftin doing 
evil. Some have. the nature of tall fturdy oaks, to flourifh and 
fpread in wifdom and ftrength, who are ftrong in evil, which muft 
perifh and come to the fire. ‘Thus evil is but one in all, but worketh 
many ways; and whatfoever a man or woman’s nature is addicted to 
that is outward, the evil one will fuit him, and pleafe his natureand . 
appetite, to keep his mind in his inventions, and in the creatures from 
the Creator. O therefore let not the mind go from God ; for if it do, 
it will be {tained, venomed, and corrupted. If the mind go forth 
from the Lord, it is hard to bring it in again : therefore take heed of 
the enemy, and keep in the faith of Chrift. Oh! therefore mind that 


which is;eternal and invifible, and him who is the Creator and Mover A 


of all things: for the things that are made, are not made of things 
that appear; for the vifible covereth the invifible ight in you. But 
as the Lord, who is invifible, doth open you by his invifible power 
and fpirit, and brings down the carnal mind in you ; fo the invifible 
and immortal things are brought to light in you. O therefore you 
that know the light, walk in the light! for there are children of | 
darknefs that will talk of the light, and of the truth, yet not walkin 
it; buat the children of light love the light, and walk in the light. 
But the children of darknefs walk in darknefs, and hate the light. 
In them the earthly lufts and carnal mind choke the feed of faith, 
which bringeth oppreffion on ‘the feed, and death over themfelves. 
O therefore mind the pure Spirit of the everlafting God, which will 
teach you to ufe the creatures in their right place, and which judgeth 
the evil. ‘* To thee, O God, be all glory and honour, who art 


<< Lord of all vifibles and invilibles! To thee be all praife, who 
«« bringeft out of the deep to thyfelf ; O powerful God, who art worthy 


€ 


*«* of all glory!” For the Lord who created all, and gives life and 


{trength to all, is over all and merciful to all. ‘ Sothou, who haft 


«* made all, and art over all, to thee be all glory! In thee is my 


7 ; * ftrength, 
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_ * ftrength, refrefhment, and life, my joy and my gladnefs, my re- Mace ht 
*« joicing and glorying for evermore !” To live and walk in the Spirit pepy prifor. 
* of God is joy, peace, and life ; but the mind going forth into the - 
“ creatures, or into any vifible things from the Lord, this bringeth 
‘ death. When the mind is got into the flefh, and into death, the ac- 
“ cufer gets within, and the law of fin and death gets into the fleth. 
© Then the life fuffers under the law of fin and death, and then there 
‘is ftraitnefs and failings. For then the good is fhut up, and the 
‘ felf-righteouf{nefs is fet a-top. Then man doth work in the outward 
law, though he cannot juftify himfelf by the law, but is condemned 
by the light : for he cannot get out of that ftate, but by abiding in 
the light, refting in the mercy of God, and believing in him from 
whom all mercy flows. For there is peace in refting in the Lord 
Jefus. This is the narrow way that leads to him, the life; but few 
will abide in it. Keep in the innocency, and be obedient to the faith 
in him. Take heed of conforming to the world, and of reafoning 
with fleth and blood, for that bringeth difobedience; and then ima- 
ginations and queftionings arife, to draw from obedience to the truth 
of Chrift. But the obedience of faith deftroyeth imaginations, 
queftionings, and reafonings, with all the temptations in the flefh, 
buffetings, lookings forth, and fetching up things that are paft. But, 
not keeping in the life and light, not crofling the corrupt will by the 
power of God, the evil nature grows up in man; then burdens will 
come, and man will be ftained with that nature. But-Efau’s moun- 
« tain fhall be laid wafte, and become a wilderne{s, where the dragons 
© lie; but Jacob, the fecond birth, fhall be fruitful and {hall arife. 
‘ For Efau is hated, and muft not be lord ; but Jacob, the fecond birth, 
_© which is perfect and plain, fhall be lord; for he is beloved of God. 
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yee another much about the fame time, and fent it amongft the 


“Convinced pecple. 
* * Lord : p Pi 


< fT, HE LORD IS KING over all the earth! therefore, all peo- 
eH, ple, praife and glorify your king in true obedience, in upright- 
« nefs, and in the beauty of holinefs. Oh! confider, in true obedi- | 
¢ ence the Lord is known, and an underftanding from him is received. 
«< Mark and confider in filence, in lowlinefs of mind, and thou wilt 
hear the Lord {peak unto thee in thy mind. His voice is {weet and 
* pleafant ; his fheep hear his voice, and will not hearken to another. 
¢ When they hear his voice, they rejoice and are obedient; they alfo 
© fing for joy. Oh! their hearts are filled with everlafting triumph! 
‘ they fing and praife the eternal God in Zion. Their joy man fhall 
« never take from them. Glory to the Lord God for evermore !’ 


But many, who had been convinced of the truth, turned afide, be- 


caufe of the perfecution that arofe: whereupon I writ a few lines 
for the comfort and encouragement of the faithful. 
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1650. Ge E, ye bleffed of the Lord, rejoice together, keep in unity 
Pete pion. and onenefs of fpirit.. Triumph above the world! be joyful in 


the Lord ; reigning above the world, and aboveall things that draw 
from the Lord; that in clearnefs, righteoufnefs, purenefs, and joy, 
you may be preferved to the Lord. O hear! O hearken to the 
call of the Lord! Come out of the world, and keep out of it for 
evermore! Come, fing together, ye righteous ones, the fong of 
the Lord, the fong of the Lamb; which none can learn, but they 
who are redeemed from the earth, and from the world.’ ‘ 
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While I was in the houfe of correétion, my relations came to fee 
me; and being troubled for my imprifonment, they went to the juf- 
tices that caft me into prifon, and defired to have me home with 
them ; offering to be bound in one hundred pounds, and others of 
Derby in fifty pounds apiece with them, that I thould come no more 
thither to declare againft the priefts. So I was had up before the 
juftices ; and becau‘e I would not confent that they or any fhould be 
bound for me (for I was innocent from’ any ill behaviour, and had 
fpoken the word of life and truth unto them) juftice Bennet rofe up 

in a rage; and as I was kneeling down to pray to the Lord to for- 
give him, he ran upon me, and {truck me with both his hands, cry- 
ing, ‘‘ Away with him, gaoler: take him away, gaoler.” Whereupon 
I was had again to prifon, and there kept, till the time of my com- 
mitment for fix months was expired. But I had now the liberty of 
walking a mile by myfelf; which I made ufe of as I felt freedom. 
Sometimes I went into the market and ftreets, and warned the people 
to repent of their wickednefs ; and returned to prifon again. And 
there being perfons of feveral forts of religion in the prifon, I fome- 
times vifited them in their meetings on firft days. 

After I had been before the juftices, and they had required fureties 
for my good behaviour (which I could not confent fhould be given, | 
to blemifh my innocency) it came upon me to write to the juttices 
again, which I did in the following manner : 


« Friends, 

‘ SEE what it is in you that doth imprifon. See, who is head in 
« \* you. See, if fomething do not accufe you. Confider, you 
« muft be brought to judgment. Think upon Lazarus and Dives ; 
« the one fared f{umptuoufly every day, the other a beggar. Now 
« you have time, prize it while you have it. Would you have me 
‘ bound to my good behaviour? I am bound to my good behaviour, 
« and cry for good behaviour of all people, to turn from the vanities, 
‘ pleafures, oppreflion, and deceits of this world. There will come 
‘ atime, that you fhall know it. ‘Therefore take heed of pleafures, 
* deceits, and pride; and look not at man, but at the Lord: for, 
«* Look unto me, all ye ends of the earth, and be ye faved, faith the 
oh el Eh 5 pe oa cee, 


‘Some little time after, I wrote to them again : 


« Friends, 
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Friends, 


‘ Wee ho you have me bound to my good behaviour from drun- 
‘ kennefs, or fwearing, or fighting, or adultery, and the like? 
« The Lord hath redeemed me from all thefe things; and the love 
* of God hath brought me to loath all wantonnefs, bleffled be his 
«name. Drunkards, fighters, and {wearers, have their liberty with- 
¢ out bonds ; and you lay your law upon me, whom neither you nor 
‘ any other can juftly accufe of thefe things; praifed be the Lord! 
‘ Ican look at no man for my liberty, but at the Lord alone, who 
« hath all mens hearts in his hand.’ 


After fome time, not finding my fpirit clear of them, I wrote to 
them again : | 


* Friends, 


H?’? you known who fent me to you, ye would have received 
me; for the Lord fent me to you, to warn you of the woes 
that are coming upon you; and to bid you look at the Lord, and 
not at man. But when I had told you my experience, what the 
Lord had done for me, then your hearts were hardened, and you 
fent me to prifon, where you have kept me many weeks. If the 
love of God had broke your hearts, then would ye fee what ye have 
done: ye would not have imprifoned me, had not my Father fuf- 
fered you ;,and by his power I fhall be loofed: for he openeth 
-and fhutteth ; to him be all glory ! In what have I mifbehaved my- 
felf, that any fhould be bound for me? All men’s words will do 
me no good, nor their bonds neither, to keep my heart, if I have 
not a guide within, to keep me in the upright life to God. But 
I believe in the Lord, that through his ftrength and power I fhall 
be preferved from ungodlinefs and worldly lufts. ‘The {cripture 
faith, “‘ Receive ftrangers ;” but youimprifon fuch. As you are in 
authority, take heed of oppreffion, oaths, injuftice, and gifts or 
rewards, for God loaths all fuch. But love mercy and true judg- 
ment, for that the Lord delights in. I do not write with hatred 


to you, but to keep my confcience clear: take heed how you {pend 
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I was moved alfo to write again to the priefts of Derby ; which I 
did after this manner : 


_ © Friends, 

s yy OF profefs to be the minifters of Jefus Chrift in words, but 
: you fhew by your fruits what your miniftry is. Every tree 
« fhews its fruit: the miniftry of Jefus Chrift is in mercy and love, 
© to loofe them that are bound, to bring out of bondage, and to let 
« them that are captivated go free. Now, friends, where is your 
« example, if the fcriptures be your rule, to imprifon for religion ? 
« Have you any command for it from Chrift? If that were in you, 
‘ which you profefs, you would walk in their fteps who fpake the 
* fcriptures. But he is nota Jew who is one outward, whofe praife 
‘ is of Men; but he is a Jew who is one inward, whofe praife - 
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of God. But if you build upon the prophets and apoftles in words; 
and pervert their life, remember the woes which Jefus Chrift fpake 
againft fuch. They that fpoke the prophets words, but denied 
Chrift, they profefled a Chrift to come ; but had they known him, 
they would not have crucified him. ‘The faints, whom the love 
of God did change, were brought thereby to walk in love and 
mercy; for he that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God. But where © 
envy, pride, and hatred rule, the nature of the world rules, not 
the nature of Jefus Chrift. I write with no hatred to you; but 
that you may weigh yourfelves, and fee how you pais your time.’ 


Thus having cleared my confcience to the priefts, it was not long 


before a concern came upon me to write again to the juftices, which 


did as followeth : ‘ —o. 


[4M moved to warn you to take heed of giving way to your own 

wills. Love the crofs; fatisfy not your own minds in the flefh ; 
but prize your time while you have it, and walk up to that you 
know, in obedience to God; then you fhall not be condemned for 
that you know not, but for that you know, and do not obey. Con~ 


-fider betimes, weigh yourfelves, fee where you are, and whom you 


ferve. For if ye blafpheme God, and take his name in vain, if ye 
fwear.and lie, if.ye give way to envy, hatred, covetoufnefs, and 


_greedinefs, pleafures and wantonnefs, or any other vices, be aflured 


that ye ferve the devil; but if ye fear the Lord and ferve him, ye 
will loath all thefe things. He that loveth God, will not blafpheme 
his name: but where there is oppofing of God, and ferving the 
devil, that profeffion is fad and miferable. _O prize your time; do 
not love that which God forbids ; lying, wrath, malice, envy, hatred 
greedinefs, covetoulnels, oppreffion, gluttony, drunkennefs, whore- 
dom, and all unrighteoufnefs, God doth forbid. So confider, Evil 
communication corrupts good manners. Be not deceived, God will 
not be mocked with vain words: the wrath of God is revealed 
from heaven again{t all ungodlinefs.. Therefore obey that which 
convinceth you of all evil, and telleth you that you fhould do noe 
évil: it will lead to repentance, and keep you in the fear of the: 
Lord. O look at the mercies of God, prize them, and do not 
turn them into wantonnefs. O eye the Lord, and not earthly 
things !’ 


Befides this, I wrote the following to Colonel Barton, who was both 
juftice and a preacher ; . 


© Friend, 
D° not cloak and cover thyfelf; there is a God who knoweth thy 
heart, and willuncover thee, He feeth thy way.. ‘ev o be to him 


_that covereth, and not with my Spirit, faith the Lord.” Doft thou do 


contrary tothe law, and then put it from thee. Mercy and true judg- 
ment thou neglecteft.; look what was fpoken againft fuch. My Saviour 
faid to fuch, ‘“ I was fick and in prifon, and ye vifited me not; I was 


“ hungry, and ye fed me not ; I wasa ftranger, and ye took me not in.” 


* And 
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¢ And when they faid, “© When faw we thee in prifon, and did not come 
“* to thee,” &c. He replied, “ Inafmuch as ye did it not to one of 
«* thefe little ones, ye did it not to me.” Friend, thou haft imprifoned 
« me for bearing witnefs to the life and power of truth, and yet pro- 
‘ fefleft to be a minifter of Chrift; but if Chrift had fent thee, thou 
‘ wouldit' bring out of prifon, out of bondage, and wouldft receive 
‘ ftrangers. Thou haft been wanton upon earth, thou haft lived plen= 
‘ teoufly, and nourifhed thy heart as in a day of flaughter. Thou 
« haft killed the juft. O look where thou art, and how thou haft 
‘« fpent thy time! O remember thy(felf, and now while thou haft time, 
‘ prize it. Do not flight the free mercy of God, and defpife his long- 
‘ fuffering, which is great falvation; but mind that in thee which doth 
‘ convince thee, and would not let thee fwear, nor lie, nor take God's 
‘ name in vain, ‘Thou knoweft thou fhouldft do none of thefe things; 
« thou haft learned that which will condemn thee ; therefore obey the 
‘ light which doth convince thee, forfake thy fins, look at the mercies 
© of God, and prize his love in {paring thee till now. The Lord faith, 
«© Look unto me, all ye ends of the earth, and be ye faved ;” and, 
¢ Ceafe from man, whofe breath is in his noftrils.”. Friend, prize thy 
£ time, and fee whom thou ferveft; for his fervant thou art whom 
* thou doft obey, whether of fin unto death, or obedience unto righ- 
‘ teoufnefs. If thou ferveft God and feareft him, thou wilt not blaf- 
« pheme his name, nor curfe, nor {wear, nor take his name in vain, 
‘ nor follow pleafures and wantonnefs, whorédom and drunkennefs, 
« or wrath, or malice, or revenge, or raflinefs, or headinefs, pride or 
« gluttony, greedinefs, oppreffion or covetoufnefs, or foolifh jefting, or 
« vain fongs; God doth forbid thefe things, and ail unrighteoufnefs. If 
© thou profeffeft God, and acteft any of thefe things, thou takeft him 
_* for a cloak, and ferveft the devil. Confider with thyfelf, and do not 
-* love that which God hateth. He that loveth God, keepeth his 
« commandments. ‘The devil will tell thee, It is an hard thing to 
« keep God’s commandments ; but it is an eafy thing to keep the devil’s 
“ commandments, and to live in all unrighteoufnefs and ungodlinefs, 
* turning the grace of God into wantonneis. But Jet the unrighteous 
« man forfake his ways, and turn unto me, faith the Lord, and I will 

< have mercy; “ Turn ye, why will ye die? faith the Lord.” 
* Howl, ye great ones, for the plagues are pouring out upon you! 
* Howl, ye oppreffors, for recompence and vengeance is coming upon 
« you ! Wo unto them that covetoufly join one houfe to another, and 
* bring one field fo nigh unto another that the poor can get no more 
‘ ground; that ye may dwell upon the earth alone. Thefe things are 
© in the ears of the Lord of Hofts. Wo unto him that covetoufly get- 


eae eeiteth evil-gotten goods into his houfe, that he may. fet his neft on 


_* high, to efcape from the power of evil.’ 


While I was in the houfe of correction, there came a trooper, and 
faid, As he was fitting in the fteeple-houfe, hearing the prieft, exceed- 
‘ing great trouble fell upon him; and the voice of the Lord came to 
him, faying,  Doft thou not know that my fervant is in prifon ? Go to 
«: him for direction.” So I {pake to his condition, and his underftand- 
ing was opened. I told him, That which fhewed him his fins, and 
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troubled him for them, would fhew him his falvation ; for he that fhews 
a man his fin, is the fame that takes it away. While I was {peaking to. 
him, the Lord’s power opened him, fo that he began to have a-good | 

underftanding in the Lord’s truth, and to be fenfible of God's mercies. 
He fpoke boldly in his quarters amongft the foldiers, and to others, con- 


cerning truth (for the {criptures were very much opened to him) info> 


much that he faid, «‘ His colonel was as blind as Nebuchadnezzar, to 
“ caft the fervant of the Lord into prifon.” Upon this, his colonel 


| conceived a fpight againft him; and at Worcefter fight the year after, 


when the two armies lay near one another, two came out from the 
king’s army, and challenged any two of the parliament army to fight 
with them ; his colonel made choice of him and another to anfwer the 
challenge. And when in the encounter his companion was flain, he 
drove both his enemies within mufket-fhot of the town, without ‘firing 
a piftol at them. This, when he returned, he told me with his own © 
mouth. But when the fight was over, he faw the deceit and hypocrify 
of the officers ; and being fenfible how wonderfully the Lord had pre- 
ferved him, and feeing alfo to the end of fighting, he laid down his 
arms. iy 
The time of my commitment to the houfe of correction being»very 
near out, and there being many new ‘oldiers raifed, the commiflioners 
would have made me captain over them; and the foldiers cried, ‘They 
would have none but me. So the keeper of the houfe of correction 
was commanded to bring me before the commiffioners and foldiers in 
the market-place ; where they offered me that preferment, as they 
called it, afking me, If I would not take up arms for the commonwealth 
againft Charles Stuart? I told them, I knew from whence all wars 
arofe, even from the lufts, according to James’s doctrine; and that I 
lived in the virtue of that life and power that took away the occafion 


of all wars. Yet they courted me to accept of their offer, and thought 


I did but compliment them. But I told them .I was. come into 
the covenant of peace, which was before wars and ftrifes were. They 
faid, They offered it in love and kindnefs to me, becaufe of my virtue ;- 
and fuch-like flattering words they ufed. But I told them, If that was 
their love and kindnefs, I trampled it under my feet. Then their rage 
got up, and they faid, “ Take him away, gaoler, and put him into 
‘* the prifon amongit the rogues and felons.” So I was put into a 
loufy ftinking place, without any bed, amongft thirty felons, where I 
was kept almoft half a year; yet at times they would let me walk to the 
garden, believing I would not go away. When they had got me into 
Derby prifon, it was the faying of people that I fhould never come out ; 
but I had faith in God that I fhould be delivered in his time; for the 
Lord had given me to believe that I was not to be removed from that 
place yet, being fet there for a fervice which he had for me.to do. 

After it was bruited abroad that I was in Derby prifon, my rela- 
tions came to fee me again; and were much troubled that I fhould be 
in prifon; for they Jooked upon it to be a great fhame to them for 
me to lic in gaol. It was a ftrange thing then to be imprifoned for . 
religion; and fome thought I was mad, becaufe I ftood for purity, | 
righteou{nefs, and perfection. i 
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Among others that came to fee and difcourfe with me, there was a 16s. 
certain perfon from Nottingham, a foldier, who had been a baptift, as a ane 
I underftood, and with him came feveral others. In difcourfe, this per- eer: 
fon faid to me, ‘* Your faith ftands in a man that died at Jerufalem, 
“¢ and there never was any fuch thing.” Being exceedingly grieved to 
hear him, I faid, “« How! did not Chrift fuffer without the gates of 
*« Jerufalem, through the profefling Jews, chief priefts, and Pilate ?” He 
denied that ever Chrift fuffered there outwardly. Then I afked him, 
Whether there were not chief prieft, and Jews, and Pilate there out- 
‘wardly? When he could not deny that, I told him, As certainly as 
there was a chief prieft, and Jews, and Pilate there outwardly, fo cer- 
tainly was Chrift perfecuted by them, and did fuffer there outwardly 
under them. Yet from this man’s words was a flander raifed upon us,. 
That the Quakers fhould deny Chrift, that fuffered and died at Jeru- 
falem : which was all utterly falfe; the leaft thought of it never en- 
tered our hearts. The fame perfon alfo faid, That never any of the 
prophets, nor apoftles, nor holy men of God, .fuffered any thing out- 
wardly; but all their fufferings were inward. I inftanced to him many 
of the prophets and apoftles, how and by whom they fuffered. So 
the power of the Lord was brought over his wicked imaginations and 
whimfies. ; 

There came alfo another company to me, that pretended they were 
triers of {pirits: I afked them, What was the firft ftep to peace? And 
what it was by which a man might fee his falvation? They were pre- 
fently up in the airy mind, and faid, I was mad. Thus they came to 

try fpirits, who did not know themfelves nor their own fpirits. 

In this time of my imprifonment I was exceedingly exercifed about 
the proceedings of the judges and magiftrates in their courts of judi- 
cature, and was moved to write to the judges concerning their put- » 
ting men to death for {mall matters; and to fhew them how contrary 

"it was to the law of God in old time; for I was under great fuftering 
mm my fpirit becaufe of it, and under the very fenfe of death; but, 
ftanding in the will of God, an heavenly breathing arofe in my foul to 
the Lord. Then did I fee the heavens opened, andI rejoiced, and 
gave glory to God. So I wrote to the judges in manner following : 


‘ po moved to write unto you, to take heed of putting men to 
¢ 4 death for ftealing cattle, or money, éc. for thieves in old time 
© were to make reftitution ; and if they had not wherewith, they were 
¢ to be fold for their theft. Mind the laws of God in the {criptures, 


_ € and: the Spirit that gave them forth; let them be your rule in exe- 


© cuting judgment; and fhew mercy, that you may receive mercy from 
_ God, the judge of all. Take heed of gifts and rewards, and of 
© pride; for God doth forbid them, and they blind the eyes of the 
' © wife. Ido not write to give liberty to fin, God hath forbidden it ; 
- § but that you fhould judge according to his laws, and fhew mercy ; 
‘ for/he delighteth in true judgment, and in mercy. I befeech you, 
* mind thefe things, prize your time, now you have it ; fear God, and 
“© ferve him; for he is a confuming fire.’ 


_ Befides this, I wrote another letter to the judges, to this effect ; 
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‘¢ JT AM moved to write unto you, that ye do true juftice to every 
man; fee that none be opprefled nor wronged, nor any oaths im- 


Tothe judges * pofed; for the land mourneth becaufe of oaths, adulteries, forceries, 
of the bench ¢ drunkennefs, and prophanenefs. O confider, ye that are in autho- 


at Derby. 


‘ rity: be moderate, and in lowlinefs confider thefe things. Shew 
« mercy to the fatherlefs, to the widows, and to the poor. ‘Take heed 
© of rewards or gifts, for they blind the eyes of the wife; the Lord. 
« doth loath all fuch. Love mercy and true judgment, juftice and 
© righteoufnefs ; for the Lord delighteth in fuch.  Confider thefe things 
< in time, and take heed how ye fpend your time. Now ye have time, 
‘ prize it; and fhew mercy, that ye may receive mercy from the Lord : 
© for he is coming to try all things, and will plead with all flefh as 
© by fire.’ fio’ 


Moreover, I laid before the judges what an hurtful thing it was that 
prifoners fhould lie fo long in gaol; fhewing how they learned wick- 
ednefs one of another, in talking of their bad deeds; therefore {peedy 
juftice fhould be done. For I was a tender youth, and dwelt in the 
fear of God; and, being grieved to hear their bad language, I was 
often made to reprove them for their wicked words, and evil carriage 
towards each other. People admired that I was fo preferved and kept ; 
for they never could catch a word or action from me, to make any 
thing of againft me, all the time I was there; for the Lord’s infinite 
power upheld and preferved me all that time; to him be praifes and 
glory for ever ! . 

While I was here, there was a young woman in the gaol for rob- 
bing her mafter. When fhe was to be tried for her life, I wrote to the. 
judge and jury, fhewing them how contrary it was to the law of God 
in old time to put people to death for ftealing; and moving them to 
idhew mercy... Yet fhe was condemned to die, and a grave was, made 
for her; and at the time appointed fhe was carried forth to execution. 
Then I wrote a few words, warning all to beware of greedinefs or co-~ 

. vetoufnefs, for it leads from God; and that all fhould fear the Lord, 
avoid earthly lufts, and prize their time while they have it: this I gave 
to be read at the gallows. And though they had her upon the ladder, 
with a cloth bound over her face, ready to be turned off, yet they 
did not put her to death, but brought her back to prifon, where fhe 
afterwards came to be convinced of God’s everlafting truth. 

There was alfoin the gaol, while I was there, a wicked ungodly 
man who was reputed a conjurer, He threatened he would talk with 
me, and what he would.do; but he never had power to open his mouth 
tome. And the gaoler and he falling out, he threatened to raife the 
devil, and break his houfe down; fo that he made the gaoler afraid. 
I was moved of the Lord to go in his power and rebuke him, and to fay 
to him, “ Come, let’s fee what thou canft do; do thy worft.” I told 
him, “ The devil was raifed high enough im him already ; but the 
“« power of God chained him down ;” fo he flunk away from me, ~ 

The time of Worcefter fight coming on, juftice Bennet fent con- 
{tables to prefs me for a foldier, feeing I would not voluntarily accept of 
acommand, I told them, that I was brought off from outward wars, 
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They came again to give me prefs-money ; but I would take none. 1651- 
; . ns : | ee aed 
Then I was brought up to ferjeant Holes, kept there a while, and . 
: Derby prifon. 
taken downagain. Afterwards the conftables brought me a fecond 
time before the commiffioners, who faid I fhould go for a foldier ; 
but I told them I was dead toit. ‘They faid I was alive. I told 
them, where envy and hatred is, there is confufion. ‘They offered 
me money twice, but I refufed it. Being difappointed, they were 
angry, and committed me clofe prifoner, without bail or mainprize. 
Whereupon I wrote to them again, directing my letter to colonel 
Barton, a preacher, and the reft that were concerned in my commit- 
ment. . 1 wrote thus: 


€ VY O U who are without Chrift, and yet ufe the words which he 
< and his faints have {poken, confider neither he nor his apoftles 
‘ did ever imprifon any ; but our Saviour is merciful even to the un- 
« merciful and rebellious. He brings out. of prifon and bondage ; 
‘ but men, while the carnal mind rules, opprefs and imprifon. My 
* Saviour faith, “« Love your enemies, and do good to them that 
‘«* hate you, and pray for them that defpitefully ufe and perfecute 
« you.” For the love of God coth not perfecute any, but loveth all 
¢ where it dwelleth. ‘* He that hateth his brother is a murderer.” 
« You profefs to be Chriftians, and one of you a minifter of Jefus 
« Chrift; yet you have imprifoned me, who am a fervant of Jefus 
‘ Chrift. The apoftles never imprifoned any, but were imprifoned 
« themfelves. Take heed of {peaking of Chrift in words, and deny- 
‘ ing him in life and power. O friends, the imprifoning my body 
‘ is to fatisfy your wills; but take heed of giving way to your wills, 
« for that will hurt you. If the love of God had broken your hearts, 
« you would not have imprifoned me ; but my love is to you, as to 
* all my fellow-creatures : and that you may weigh yourfelves, and 
‘ fee how you ftand, is this written.’ 


About this time I was moved to give forth the following lines, to 
go amongit the convinced and tender people, to manifeft the deceits 
of the world, and how the priefts have deceived the people. 


To all that love the Lord Jefus Chrift with a pure and naked 


heart, and the generation of the righteous. 


(Hrisv was ever hated; and the righteous for his fake. Mind 
who they were that did ever hate them. He that was born after 
the flefh perfecuted him that was born after the Spirit ; fo it is 
now. Mund who were the chiefeft againft Chrift; even the great 
learned men, the heads of the people, rulers, and teachers, that 
_profeffed the law and the prophets, and looked for Chrift. They 
‘ looked for an outwardly-glorious Chrift, to hold up their outward 
‘ glory: but Chrift fpoke againft the works of the world, and 
‘ againtt the priefts, {cribes, and pharifees, and their hypocritical pro- 
feffion. He that is a ftranger to Chrift, is an hireling ; but the fer- 
« yants of Chrift are free men. Falfe teachers always laid burdens 
‘ upon the people; and the true fervants of the Lord declared againft 
. M « them. 
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« them. Jeremiah fpoke againft hirelings, and faid, It was an hor- 
‘ rible thing ; and, What will ye dointheend? For the people and. 
« priefts were given to covetoufnefs. Paul fpoke againft fuch as made 
gain upon the people, and exhorted the faints to turn away from 
{uch as were covetous and proud, fuch as loved pleafures more than 
“ God, fuch as had a form of godlinefs, but denied the power 
« thereof, «For of this fort,” faid he, ‘‘are they, that creep into 
«< houfes, and lead captive filly women, who are ever learning but 
«* never able to come to the knowledge of the truth; men of cor- 
“¢ rupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith, and as Jannes and - 
«¢ Jambres withftood Mofes, fo do thefe refift the truth ; but they 
«< fhall proceed no farther, for their folly {hall be made manifeft unto 
<¢-all men.” Mofes forfook honours and pleafures, which he might 
< have enjoyed. The apoftle in his time faw this corruption entering 
‘ which now is fpread over the world, of having a form of godlineis | 
« but denying the power. Atk any of your teachers, whether you 
may ever overcome your corruptions or fins? None of them be- 
« lieve that ; but ‘ as long as man is here, he mutt (fay they) carry 
« about with him the body of fin.” Thus pride is kept up, and 
that honour and mafterfhip which Chrift denied, and all un- 
righteoufnefs.. Yet multitudes of teachers ! heaps of teachers ! 
the golden cup full of abominations! Paul did not preach for 
wages, but laboured with his hands, that he might be an example 
to all that followhim. Opeople, fee who follow anil ! ‘The pro- 
phet Jeremiah faid, ‘ The prophets prophefy faifly, and the priefts 
‘ bear rule by their means ;” but now the priefts bear rule by the 
means they get from the people: take away their means, and they 
¢ will bear rule over you no longer. ‘They are fuch as the apoftle 
¢ faid, “< Intruded into thofe things which they never faw, being 
«¢ vainly puffed up with a flefhly mind ;” and, as the fcriptures de- 
« clare of fome of old, ‘* They go in the way of Cain, who was a 
«* murderer, and in the way of Balaam, who coveted the wages of 
«* unrighteoufnefs.” The prophet Micah alfo cried again{t the 
‘ judges that judged for reward, and the priefts that taught for hire, 
and the prophets that prophefied for money ; yet leaned on the 
« Lord, faying, <“‘ Is not the Lord amongft us?” Gifts blind the 
‘ eyes of the wife. The gift of God was never purchafed with 
‘ money. All the holy fervants of God did ever cry againft deceit ; 
¢ and where the Lord hath manifefted his love, they loath it, and 
« that nature which holdeth it up.’ 
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Again a concérn came upon me to write to the PAP of 


Derby. 


Fi 


a ‘ 

« Friends, 
; I Desire you to confider in time whom ye imprifon 5 for the ma- 
giftrate is fet for the punifhment of evil-doers, and for the 
* praife of them that do well. But when the Lord fends his mef- 
* fengers to warn you of the woes that will come upon you except you 
* repent, you perfecute them, put them in “ptifon, and fay, “ We 
«* have 
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*« have a law, and by our law we may do it.” For you indeed juftify — 1651- 
« yourfelves before men, but God knoweth your hearts. He will Derby pailone 
* not be worfhipped with your forms, profeffions, and fhews of reli- 
« gion. Therefore contider, ye that talk of God, how ye are fub- 
« ject to him ; for thofe are his children that do his will. What 
« doth the Lord require of you, but to do juftice, to love and fhew 
‘ mercy, to walk humbly with him, and to help the widows and 
¢-fatherlefs to their right? But inftead thereof ye opprefs the poor. 
* Do not your judges judge for rewards, and your priefts teach for 
‘ hire? The time is coming, that he who feeth all things will dif- 
* cover all your fecrets, Know this affuredly, The Lord will deliver 
* his fervants out of your hands, and he will recompenfe all your 
‘ unjuft dealings towards his people. I defire you to confider of 
* thefe things ; fearch the {criptures, and fee, whether any of the 
« people of God did ever imprifon any for religion. They were 
© themfelves imprifoned. I defire you to confider, that it is written, 
«© When the church is met together ye may all prophefy one by one, 
‘« that all may hear, learn, and be comforted ;” and then, “ If any 
“ thing be revealed to him that fitteth by, let the firft hold his peace.” 
« Thus it was in the true church, and thus it ought now to. be; but 
‘ it is not fo in your affemblies. He that teaches for hire may fpeak, 
< and none may contradict him. Again, confider the liberty given 
‘ to the apoftles, even among the unbelieving Jews, when after the 
‘ reading of the law and the prophets, the rulers of the fynagogue 
‘ faid untothem, ‘* Ye men and brethren, if ye have any word of 
«« exhortation for the people, fay on.” I defire you to confider in 
« ftilnefs, and ftrive not againit the Lord ; for he is ftronger than 
© you. Though ye hold his people faft for a time, yet when he 
« cometh, he will make known who are his; for his coming is like 
« the refiner’s fire, and like fuller’s foap. Then the ftone that is fet 
‘ at nought by you builders fhall be the head-ftone of the corner. ° 
« O friends, lay thefe things to heart. Let them not feem light 
‘ things to you. I wrote to youin love, to mind the laws of God, 
‘ and your own fouls, and to do as the holy men of God did.’ 


Great was the exercife and travail in fpirit that I underwent during 
my imprifonment here, becaufe of the wickednefs that was in 
_ this town; for though fome were convinced, yet the generality _ 
- were a hardened people. I faw the vifitation of God’s love pats 
away from them. I mourned over them ; and it came upon me to 
give forth the following lines, as a lamentation for them : 
j | : 


zs AS the waters run away when the flood-gates are up, fo doth the 
“ vifitation of God’s love pafs away from thee, O Derby! 
¢ Therefore look where thou art, and how thou art grounded ; and 
¢ confider, before thou art utterly forfaken, The Lord moved me 
« twice before I came to cry againft the deceits and vanities that are __ 
< in thee, and to warn all to look at the Lord, and not at man, The 
« woe is againft the crown of pride, againft drunkennefs and vain 
« pleafures, and againft them that make a profeffion of religion in 
* words, yet are high and'lofty in mind, and live in oppreffion and 
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envy. O Derby !. thy profeffion and preaching ftinks before the 
Lord. You profefs a fabbath in words, and meet together, 
drefling yourfelves in fine apparel, and you uphold pride. Thy 
women go with ftretched-forth necks and wanton eyes, &c. which 
the true prophets of old cried againft. Your affemblies are odious, 
an abomination to the Lord: pride is fet up and bowed down to, 
covetoufnefs abounds, and he that doth wickedly is honoured.. So 
deceit bears with deceit, yet they profefs Chrift in words. Oh! 
the deceit that is within thee ! It even breaks my heart to fee how 
God is difhonoured in thee, O Derby !’ 
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After I had feen the vifitation of God's love pafs away from this 
place, I knew that my imprifonment here would not continue long ; 
but I faw that when the Lord fhould bring me.forth, it would be as 
the letting of a lion out of a den amongft the wild beafts of the 
foreft. For all profefiions ftood in a beaftly fpirit and nature, plead- 
ing for fin, and for the body of fin and imperfection, as long as 
they lived. ‘They raged, and ran againft the life and {pirit which 
gave forth the fcriptures, yet profeffed them in words, as will appear 
hereafter. ¥ fs . 

There was a great judgment upon the town, and the magiftrates 
were uneafy about me; but could not agree what to do with me.. 
One while they would have fent me up to. the parliament ; another 
while they would have banifhed me to Ireland. At firit they called 
me a deceiver, a feducer, anda blafphemer. Afterwards, when God 
had brought his plagues upon them, they ftiled me an honeft virtuous 
man. But their good report and bad report were nothing to me ; 
for the one did not lift me up, nor the other caft me down : praifed 
be the Lord! At length they were made to turn me out of gaol, | 
about the beginning of winter in the year 1651, after I had been a 
prifoner in Derby almoft a year ; fix months in the houfe of cor- 
rection, and the reft of the time in the common gaol. 4 

Being at liberty I went on, as before, in the work of the Lord, 


_ paffing through the country into Leicefterfhire, having meetings as I 


went; and the Lord’s Spirit and power accompanied me. After- 
wards I went near Burton upon Trent, where fome were convinced ; 
and to Bufhel-Houfe, where I had a.meeting. I went into the 
country, where there were friendly people; yet an outrageous 
wicked profeffor had an intent to have done me a mifchief, but the 
Lord prevented him: bleffed be the Lord ! 


As I was walking with feveral friends, I lifted up my head, and. 


faw three fteeple-houfe fpires, and they ftruck at my life. Iafked 


them’ what place that was? They faid, Lichfield. Immediately 
the word of the Lord came to me, that I muft go thither. Being 
come to the houfe we were going to, I wifh’d friends to walk into the 
houfe, faying nothing to them whither I was to go. As foon as 
they were gone I ftept away, and went by my eye over hedge and 
ditch till I came within a mile of Lichfield; where, in a great field, - 
fhepherds were keeping their fheep. ‘Then was I commanded by 
the Lord to pull off my fhoes. I ftood ftill, for it was winter ; and 


the word of the Lord was like a fireinme. So I put off my fhoes, 
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and left them with the fhepherds ; and the poor fhepherds trembled, 1651: 
and were aftonifhed. Then I walked on about a mile, and as foon as I Lichfeld 
was got within the city, the word ofthe Lord came to me again, faying; 
Cry, “‘ Woe to the bloody city of Lichfield!” So I went up and down 
the ftreets, crying with a loud voice, Wor To THE BLOODY CITY oF 
Licurietp! It being market-day, I went into the market-place, and 
to and fro in the feveral parts of it, and made ftands, crying as before, 
WoeE To THE BLOODY cITY oF LicuFrieLD! And no one laid hands 
on me. As I went thus crying through the ftreets, there feemed to 
me to be a channel of blood running down the ftreets, and the market- 
place appeared like a pool of blood. When J had declared what was 
upon me, and felt myfelf clear, I went out of the town in peace ; 
and returning to the fhepherds gave them fome money, and took my 
fhoes of them again. But the fire of the Lord was foin my feet, and 
all over me, that I did not matter to put on my fhoes again, and was 
ata ftand whether I fhould or no, till I felt freedom from the Lord fa 
todo: then, after I had wafhed my feet, 1 put on my fhoes again, 
After this a deep confideration came upon me, for what reafon I fhould 
be fent to cry againft that city, and call it THE BLoopy city! For 
though the parliament had the minfter one while, and the king another, 
and much blood had been fhed in the town during the wars between 
them, yet that was no more than had befallen many other places, But 
afterwards I cameto underftand, that in the emperor Dioclefian’s time 
a thoufand chriftians were martyr’d in Lichfield, So I was to go, with- 
out my fhoes, through the channel of their blood, and into the pool 
of their blood in the market-place, that I might raife up the memorial 
_ of the blood of thofe martyrs, which had been fhed above a thoufand 
years before, and lay cold in their ftreets, So the fenfe of this 
blood was upon me, and I obeyed the word of the Lord. Ancient 
records teftify how many of the chriftian Britons fuffered there, Much J 
could write of the fenfe I had of the blood of the martyrs, that hath been 
- fhed in this nation for the name of Chrift, both under the ten perfecu- 
tions and fince ; but I leave it to the Lord, and to his book, out of 
which all fhall be judged ; for his book is a moft certain record, and 
his Spirit a true recorder. ; 

Then I paffed through the countries, having meetings amongft 
friendly people in many places; but my relations were offended at me. 
After fome time J returned into Nottinghamfhire, to Mansfield, and Nottingham- 
into Derbyfhire, vifiting friends, Then paffing into Yorkfhire, I hs ons 
preached repentance through Doncafter, and feveral other places; and Derbyhhire. 
came to Balby, where Richard Farnfworth and others were cone Yorkhhire. 
vinced. So travelling through {everal places, preaching repentance, ot 
and the word of life to the people, I came into the parts about Wake- Wakefield. 
field, where James Nayler lived ; who, with Thomas Goodyear, came 
' to me, and were both convinced, and received the truth. William 
Dewfbury alfo and his wife, with many more, came to me, who were 
convinced, and received the truth. From’ thence I pafled towards 
captain Purfloe’s by Selby, and vifited John Leck, who had been to Selby. 
fee me in Derby prifon, and was convinced. I had a horfe, but was 
fain to leave him, not knowing ae tie do with him ; for I was moved 
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to go to many great houfes, to admonifh and exhort the people to turn 
to the Lord. Iwas ded of the Lord to go to Beverly fteeple-houle, 
which was a place of high profeffion. Being very wet with rain, I went. 
firt to aninn. As foon as Icame to the door, a young woman. of the 
houfe faid, «« What! is it you? Come in,” as if fhe had known me 
before; for the Lord’s power bowed their hearts. . So I refrefhed' my- 
felf, and went tobed. In the morning, my cloaths being ftill wet, I 
got ready, and having paid for what I had, went up to the fteeple- 
houfe, where was a man preaching. When he had done, Iwas 
moved to fpeak to him and to the people in the mighty power of God, 
and turned them to their teacher, Chrift Jefus. The power ,of the 
Lord was fo ftrong, that it {truck a mighty dread amongft.the people. 
The mayor came, and {poke a few words to me; but none had power 
to meddle with me. So I paffed out of the town, and in the afternoon 
went to another fteeple-houfe about two miles off. When the prieft had 
done I was moved to fpeak to him, and to the people very largely, 
fhewing them the way of life and truth, and, the ground of ele@tion 
and reprobation. The prieft faid, he was but a child, and could not 
difpute with me, I told him, I did not come to difpute, but, to hold, 
forth the word of life and truth unto them, that they might all know 
the one feéd which the promife of God was to, both in the male and 
in the female. .Here the people were very loving, and would have had 
me come again on a week- day, and preach among, them: but I direéted- 
them to their teacher, Chrift Jefus; and. the next day went to 
Crantfick, to captain Purfloe’s, who accompanied me to juftice 
Hotham’s. Juftice Hotham was a pretty tender man, and had fome 
experience of God’s workings in his heart... After fome: difcourfe 


‘with him of the things of God, he took me into his clofet; where 


fitting together, he cea: me he had known that principle theif ten 
years, and was glad that the Lord did now fend his fervants»to . 
publifh it abroad to the people. After a while a prieft came to vifit 
him, with whom I had {ome difcourfe concerning truth. His mouth 
was quickly ftopt ; for he was nothing but a notionift, and not in 
poffeffion of what he talked of. 

While I was there, a great woman of Beverly came to juftice 
Hotham about fome bufinefs. In difcourfe fhe told him; “ The laf 
«© fabbath-day, as fhe called it, there was an angel or fpirit came into 
« the church at Beverly, ‘and fpoke the. wonderful things of God, to 
“< the aftonifhment of all that were there ; and when it had done, it 
« pafled away, and they did not know whence it came nor priser! it 
« went; but it aftonifhed all, prieft, profeffors, and magiftrates.”” . This 
relation juttice Hotham gave me afterwards ; and then I gave him an 
account that I had been that day at Beverly {teeple-houfe, and had. ei 


' clared truth to the prieft and people there. a 


In the country thereabouts were fome noted priefts and doétors fas 
juftice Hotham had acquaintance with. He would fain have them {peak 
with me, and offered to fend for them, under pretence of fome butane 
he had with them ; but I'wifh’d him not to dofo. Pale \- 

When firft day was come, juftice Hotham walked out with me into 
the fields ; and captain Purfloe coming after us, gsihpe Hotham left us, 

| >and 
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, and returned home; but captain Purfloe went with me into the 15". 
{teeple-houfe.- When the prieft had done, I fpoke to both prieft and 2 no ee: 
people ; declared to them the word of life and truth, and direéted 
them where they might find their teacher, the Lord Jefus Chrift. 
Some were convinced, received the truth, and ftand faft in it, and 
have a fine meeting to this day. 
In the afternoon I went to another fteeple-houfe, about three 
miles off, where preached a great high prieft, called a doétor, 
one’ of them whom juftice Hotham would have fent for to have 
fpoken with me. I went into the fteeple-houfe, and ftaid till the 
prieft had done. The words which he took for his text were thefe : 
“ Ho, every one that thirfteth, come ye to the waters; and he that 
“hath no money, come ye, buy and eat, yea come, buy wine and 
‘¢ milk without money and without price.” Then was I moved of 
the Lord God to fay to him, “ Come down, thou deceiver ; doft 
‘‘ thou bid people come freely, and take of the water of life freely, 
* and yet thou takeft three hundred pounds a year of them for 
“ preaching the {criptures to them? Mayft thou not blufh for fhame? 
| «© Did the prophet [aiah and Chrift do fo, who {pake the words, and ° 
“ gave them forth freely ? Did not Chrift fay to his minifters; whom 
“ he fent to preach, Freely ye have received, freely give?” The 
prieft, like a man amazed, hafted away. After he had left his flock, 
I had as much time as I could defire to {peak to the people. I di- 
rected them from darknefs to the light, and to the grace of God that 
would teach them, and bring them falvation; to the Spirit of God 
in their inward parts, which would be a free teacher unto them. 
Having cleared myfelf amongft that people, I returned to juftice 
Hotham’s that night; who, when I came in, took me in his arms, 
and faid, His houfe was my houfe, for he was exceeding glad at the 
work of the Lord, and that his power was revealed. Then he told 
me why he went not with me to the fteeple-houfe in the morning, 
and what reafonings he had in himfelf about it: for he thought, if 
he had gone with me to the fteeple-houfe, the officers would have 
put me tovhim ; and then he fhould not have known what to have 
_ done: but he was glad, he faid, when captain Purfloe came up to go 
with me; yet neither of ‘them was dreffed, nor had their bands about 

their necks, It was a ftrange thing then to fee a man come into a 

fteeple-houfe without a band; yet captain Purfloe went in with me 

without his band, the Lord’s@ower and truth had fo affected him 
that he minded it not. 

_ From hence I paffed on, and came at night to an inn where was 
-a@ company of rude people. I bid the woman of the houfe, if fhe 
hadany meat, to bring me fome; but becaufe I faid Thee and Thou 

to her, fhe looked ftrangely onme. I afked her if fhe had any milk? 
She faid, No. I was fenfible the fpake falfely; and, being willing - 

to try her further, I afked her, If fhe had any cream? She denied 
that fhe hadany. There ftood a churn iff the room, and a little boy 
‘ playing about, put his hands into it, and pulled it down, and threw 
all the cream on the floor before my eyes. Thus was the woman 
manifefted to be a liar, She was amazed, bleffed herfelf, took up 

the child, and whipped it forely: but I reproved her for her lying 
ei : ‘ ' ary 
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and deceit. After the Lord had thus difcovered her deceit and per- 
verfenefs, I walked out of the houfe, and went away till I came toa 
{tack of hay, and lay in the hay-ftack that night, in rain and {now ; 
it being but three days before the time called Chriftmas. | 

The next day I came into York, where were feveral very tender 
people. Upon the firft day following, I was commanded of the 
Lord to go and fpeak to prieft Bowles and his hearers in their great 
cathedral. Accordingly I went. When the prieft had done, I told 
them I had fomething from the Lord God to {peak to the prieft and 
people. ‘ Then fay on quickly,” faid a profeffor, for it was froft 
and fnow, and very cold weather. Then I told them, This was the 
word of the Lord God unto them, that they lived in words, but God 
Almighty looked for fruits amongft them. As foon as the words | 
were out of my mouth, they hurried me out, and threw me down 
the fteps. But I got up again without hurt, and went to my lodg- 
ing, and feveral were convinced there. For what arofe from the 
weight and opprefiion that was upon the Spirit of God in me, would 


open people, {trike them, and make them confefs that the groans 


which brake forth through me did reach them: for my life was bur- 
thened with their* profeffion without poffeflion, and words without 
fruit. hie 

After I had done my prefent fervice in York, and feveral were con- 
vinced there, received the truth of God, and were turned to his 
teaching; I looked towards Cleaveland, and faw there was a people 
that had tafted of the power of God. 1 faw there was a feed in that 
country, and that God had an humble people there. Paffing onwards 
that night, a papift overtook me, and talked to me of his religion, 
and of their mectings ; and I let him {peak all that was in his mind. 
That night I ftaid at an alehoufe. Next morning I was moved to 
fpeak the word of the Lord to this papift. So I went to his houfe, 
and declared againft all their fuperftitious ways ; and told him, that 
God was come to teach his people himfelf. This put him into fuch 
a rage, that he could nat endure to ftay in his‘own houfe. 

Next day I came to Burraby, where a prieft and feveral friendly 
people were met together. Many of the people were convinced, and 
have continued faithful ever fince. There is a great meeting of 
friends in that town. The prieft alfo. was forced to confefs to truth, 
though he came not into it. b tyes 

The day following I went to Cléaveland, amongft thofe people 
that had tafted of the power of God. They had formerly had great 
meetings, but were then fhattered to pieces, and the heads of them 
turned Ranters. .I told them, That after they had fuch meetings, — 
they did not wait upon God to feel his power to gather their minds 
inward, that they might feel his prefence and power amongft them 
in their meetings, to ft down therein, and wait upon him: for they 
had {poken themfelves dry; they had {pent their portions, and not 
living in that which they fpake of, they were now become dry. 


They had fome kind of meetings ftill; but they took tobacco, and 


drank ale in their mectings, and were grown light and loofe. But 
my meflage unto them from the Lord was, That they fhould all 
come together again, and wait to feel the Lord’s power and Spirit in 
a . At ed: | them- 
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themfelves; to gather them to Chrift, that they might be taught of 1651. | 
him, who fays, «‘ Learn of me.” » For when they had declared that ate M 
which the Lord had opened to them, then the people were to receive 
it; and both the fpeakers and the hearers were to live in that them- 
felves.. But when thefe had no more to declare, but went’ to feek 
forms without life, that made themfelves dry and barren, and the 
people alfo; and from thence came all their lofs: for the Lord re- 
news his mercies and his ftrength to them that wait upon him. The 
heads of them came to nothing : but moft of the people were con- 
vinced, and received God’s everlafting truth, and continue a meeting 
to this day, fitting under the teaching of the Lord Jefus Chrift their 
Saviour. . 

_ Upon the firft day of the next week, the word of the Lord came to 
me to go to the fteeple-~houfe ; which I did. When the prieft had done, 
- Lfpake the truth to him and the people, and directed them to their 

teacher within, Chrift Jefus, their free teacher, who had bought 
them. The prieft came to me, and I had a little difcourfe with 
‘him: but he was foon ftopped, and filent. Then, being clear of 
the place, I paffed away, having had feveral meetings amongft thofe 
eople. 
Though the fhow was very deep, I kept travelling; and camé to 

a market-town, where I met with many profeffors, with whom I 

had much reafoning. I afked them many queftions, which they 
were not able to anfwer ; faying, They never had fuch deep queftions 
put to them in their lives. 

_ From them I went to Stath, where I met with many profeffors, Stath. 

and fome Ranters. I had large meetings amongft them, and a great 
convincement there was. Many received the truth: amongft whom, 
one was a man of an hundred years of age; another was a chief con- 
ftable ; a third was a prieft, whofe name was Philip Scafe. Him the 

Lord, by his free Spirit, did afterwards make a free minifter of his 

free goipel. | 

_ The prieft of this town was a lofty-one, who much oppreffed 

the people for his tythes. If they went a fifhing many leagues off, 
he would exact the tythe-money of what they made of their fith, 
though they catched them ata great diftance, and carried them as far 
as Yarmouth to fell. I was moved to go to the fteeple-houfe there, 
to declare the truth, and lay open the prieft. When I had fpoken 
to him, and laid his oppreffing of the people upon him, he fled 

away. The chief of the parifh were very light and vain. After I 

had {poken the word of life to thems I turned away from them, be- 

caufe they did not receive it; and left them. But the word of the 

Lord, which I had declared amongft them, {tuck with fome, fo that 

‘at night fome of the heads of the parifh came to me. Moft of therh 

‘were conyinced and fatisfied, and confefled to the truth. Thus the 

‘truth began to fpread in that country, and great meetings we had; 

at which the prieft began to rage, and the Ranters to be ftirred; who 

fent me word, they would have a difpute with me;. both the op- 

_preffing prieft and the leader of the Ranters. .A day was fixed, and 

the Ranter came with hiscompany. Another prieft, a Scotchman, 

came; but not the opprefiing prieft 6 Stath. Philip Scafe was with 
me ; 


» 
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1651. me; and a gfeat number of people met. When we ‘were fet- 
“—v— tled, T. Bufhel, the Ranter, told me, He had had a vifion of me, 
Stath. . ; ; : 
that I was fitting in a great chair, and that he was to come and put 
off his hat, and bow down to the ground before me; which he did. 
‘ [toldhim, It was his own figure; and faid, “* Repent, thou beaft.” 
He faid it was jealoufy in me to fay'fo.. I afked him the ground of 
jealoufy, and how it came to be bred in man? And the nature of a 
beaft, what made it, and how it was bred in man? For I faw him 
directly in that nature of the beaft; and therefore I queried how 
that nature came to be bred in him? I told him, He fhould give me 
an account of things done in the body, before we came to difcourfe 
of things done out of the body. SoI ftopped his mouth, and his 
fellow Ranters were filenced: for he was the head of them. ‘Then 
I called for the oppreffing prieft; but only the Scotch prieft came, 
whofe mouth was foon ftopped with a very few words, he being out 
of the life of what he profefled. ‘Then I had good opportunity with 
the people. I laid open the Ranters, ranking ‘them with the old 
Ranters in Sodom. The priefts I manifefted to be of the fame ftamp | 
with their fellow, hirelings, the falfe prophets of old, and the priéfts 
that then bore rule over the people by their means, feeking their gain 
from their quarter, divining for money, and teaching for filthy lucre. 
I brought all the prophets, Chrift, and the apoftles, over the heads 
of the priefts, fhewing how the prophets, Chrift, and the apoflles, 
had long fince difcovered them by their marks and fruits. I direéted 
the people to the inward teacher, Chrift Jefus their Saviour; and 
preached up Chrift in the hearts of his people, when all thefé moun- 
tains were laid low. ‘The people were all quiet, and the gainfayers 
‘mouths were ftopped; for though they broiled inwardly, the divine 
power fo bound them down, that they could not; break out. © 
After the meeting, this Scottifh prieft defired me to walk ‘with | 
him a-top of the cliffs. Whereupon I called a brother-in-law of 
his, who was in fome meafure convinced, and defired him to go 
with me, telling him, I was willing to have fomebody by to hear - 
what we faid; left the prieft, when I was gone, fhould report ang* 
thing of me which I did not fay. We went together, the)’ 
afking me many things concerning the light, and concerning the foul 
all which I anfwered him fully. When he had done queftioniny, we 
parted ; and he went his way; and meeting with Philip Scafe, he brake 
his cane againft the ground in madnefs, and faid, If ever he met with 
me again, he would have my. life, or I fhould have his; adding, 
that he would give his head, if I was not knocked down within a’ 
month. By this, friends fufpe€ted his intent was, in defiring me — 
to walk with him alone, either to have thruft me down from the 
cliff, or to have done me fome other mifchief; and being frufttated, 
it made him rage. But I neither regarded his prophecies, nor his 
threats; for I feared God Almighty. After fome years, this ve 
- Scotch prieft and his wife came to be convinced of the truth; and 
about twelve years after I was at their houfe. Beers 
Me Another prieft came to a meeting where I was; one in reputeabove | 
aah i, all the priefts in the country.. As I was declaring, that the gofpel 
ee » was the power of God, and how it brought life and immortality to 
oe | at ee light . 
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light in men, and was turning people from darknefs to light ; this. 1651. 
high-flown prieft faid, The gofpel was mortal. I told him, The 
true mini(ter faid, The gofpel was the power of God; and would he 
make the power of God mortal? Upon that, the other prieft, Philip 
Scafe, that was convinced, and had felt the immortal power of God 
in himfelf, took him up and reproved him; foa great difpute arofe 
between them: the convinced prieft holding that the gofpel was im- 
mortal, and the other holding it was mortal. But the Lord’s power 
was too hard for this oppofer, and {topped his mouth; and many 
were convinced, fecing the darknefs of the oppofing prieft, and the 
light that was in the convinced prieft. 

Another prieft fent to have a difpute with me, and friends went 
with me to the houfe where he was; but when he underftood we 
were come, he flipt out of the houfe, and hid himfelf under an 
hedge. ‘The people went and found him, but could not get him to 
come to us. Then I went to a fteeple-houfe hard by, where the 
prieft and people were in a great rage: this prieft had threatened 
friends what he would do; but when I came, he fled: for the 
Lord’s power came over him and them. | Yea, the Lord’s everlafting 
power was over the world, and reached to the hearts of people, and 
made both priefts and profeffors tremble. It fhook the earthly and 
airy {pirit, in which they held their profeflion of religion and wor- 
fhip ; fo that it was a dreadful thing to them, when it was told 
them, “ The man in leathern breeches is come.” At the hearing 
thereof the priefts in many places got out of the way; they were fo 
ftruck with the dread of the eternal power of God; and fear furprifed 
the hypocrites. | 

We paffed to Whitby and Scarborough, where we had fome fer- Woity. 
vice for the Lord: large meetings are fettled there fince. From Would. 
thence I paffed over the Woulds to Malton, where we had great Malton. 
meetings, as we had alfo at the towns thereabouts. At one towna 
prieft fent me a challenge to difpute with me; but when I came, he 
would not come forth. I had a good opportunity with the people, 

+ and the Lord’s. power laid hold upon them. One, who had been a 

wild drunken man, was fo reached, that he came to me as lowly athe 
asa lamb ; though he and his companions had before fent for drink, i 
to make the people rude, on purpofe that they might abufe us. 
When I found the prieft would not come forth, I was moved to go 
to the fteeple-houfe, and he was confounded; the Lord’s power 
coming over all. 

On firft day following, came one’of the higheft independent pro- 
_feffors, a woman, who had let in fuch a prejudice again{ft me, that 


Siath. 


a4 fhe faid, before fhe came, She could willingly have gone to fee me 


hanged. But coming,. fhe was convinced, and remains a friend. 

I turned to Malton again, and very great meetings there were ; to Malton. 
which {everal more would have come, but durft not for fear of their 
relations ; for it was thought a ftrange thing then to preach in houfes, 
and not go to the church, as they called it; I was therefore much 

defired to go and {peak in the fteeple-houfes. One of the priefts 
wrote to me, and invited me to preach in his fteeple-houfe, calling 
me his brother :-another prieft, a noted man, kept a lecture po 
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The Lord fhewed me, while I was in Derby prifon, that I fhould 
fpeak in fteeple-houfes, to gather people from thence ; and a concern 
fometimes came upon my mind about the pulpits that the priefts lolled 
in. For the fteeple-houfes and pulpits were offenfive to my mind, 
becaufe both priefts and people called them the houfe of God, and 
idolized them; reckoning that God dwelt in the outward houfe. 
Whereas they fhould have looked for God and Chrift to dwell in 
their hearts, and their bodies to be made the temples of God; for 
the apoftle faid, ‘‘ God dwelleth not in temples made with hands :” 
but by reafon of the people’s idolizing thofe places, it was counted 
an heinous thing to declare againft them. When I came into the 
{teeple-houfe, there were net above eleven hearers, and the prieft 
was preaching to them. But after it was known in the town that I 
was there, it was foon filled with people. When the prieft had done, 
he fent the other prieft who had invited me thither, to bring me into 
the pulpit; but I fent him word, that I needed not go into the pul- 
pit. He fent to me again, defiring me to go up into it; for, he faid, 
it was a better place, and there I might be feen of the people. I 
fent him word again, I could be feen and heard well enough where I 
was; and that 1 came not there to hold up fuch places, nor their 
maintenance and trade. Upon this they began to be angry, and- 


faid, “ Thefe falfe prophets were to come in the laft times.” . Their 


faying fo grieved many of the people, and fome began: to murmur 
at it. Whereupon I defired all to be quiet; and, {tepping upon an 
high feat, declared to them the marks of the falfe prophets, fhew- 
ing that they were already come; and {fet the true prophets, Chrift, 
and his apoftles over them; and manifefted thefe to be out of the 
fteps of the true prophets, of Chrift and his apoftles. I directed 
the people to their inward teacher, Chrift Jefus, who would turn 
them from darknefs to light. And having opened divers {criptures 
to them, I direted them to the Spirit of God in themfelves, by 
which they might come to him, and by which they might alfo come 
to know who the falfe prophets were. So having had a large op- 
portunity among them, I departed in peace. patn 4 
After fome time, I came to Pickering, where in the fteeple-houfe 
the juftices held their feffions, juftice Robinfon being chairman. I 


had a meeting in the fchool-houfe at the fame time ; and abundance 


of priefts and profeffors came to it, afking queftions, which were an- 
{wered to their fatisfaction. It being feffions-time, four chief con- 
ftables and many other people,were convinced that day; and word 
was carried to juftice Robinfon, that his prieft was overthrown and 
convinced ; whom he had a love to, more than to all the priefts be- 
fides. After the meeting, we went to aninn.  Juftice Robinfon’s 
prieft was very lowly and loving, and would have paid for my 
dinner; but I would by no means fuffer it. Then he offered me 
his fteeple-houfe to preach in; but I refufed it, and told him and 
the people, that I came to bring them off from fuch things to 
Chritt. , i i ae 

The next morning I went with the four chief conftables, and 
others, to vifit juftice Robinfon, who met me at his chanit 
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‘Ltold him, I could not honour him with man’s honour. He faid, . 1651: 
he did not look for it. So I went into his chamber, and opened to pickering. 
him the ftate of the falfe prophets, and of the true prophets; and 
fet the true prophets, Chrift, and the apoftles, over the other; and 
direted his mind to Chrift his teacher. I opened to him the para« 
bles, and how election and reprobation ftood; as that reproba- 
tion ftood in the firft birth, and eleGtion in the fecond birth. I 
fhewed alfo what the promife of God was to, and what the judg- 
ment of God was again{ft. He confeffed to it all, and was fo opened 
with the truth, that when another juftice made fome little oppofi- 
tion, he informed him. At our parting, he faid, It was very well 
that I did exercife that gift which God had given me. He took 
the chief conftables afide, and would have given them fome money . 
for me, faying, He would not have me be at any charge in their 
country ; but they told him, they themfelves could not get’ me to 
take any money ; and fo accepting his kindnefs, I refufed his money. 

From thence I paffed into the country, and the prieft that called 
me brother (in whofe fchool-houfe I had the meeting at Pickering) 
went along with me. When we came into a town to bait, the bells 
rang. I afked what they rang for? They faid, For me to preach in 
the fteeple-houfe. After fome time I felt drawings that way : and as 
I walked to the fteeple-houfe, I faw the people gathered together in the 
yard. The old prieft would have had me gone into the fteeple-houfe. 
I faid, It was no matter. But it was fomething ftrange to the peo- 
ple, that I would not go into that which they called the houfe of 
God. I ftood up in the fteeple-houfe yard, and declared to the peo- 
ple, That I came not to hold up their idol-temples, nor their priefts, 
nor their tythes, nor their augmentations, nor their priefts-wages, 
nor their Jewifh and heathenifh ceremonies and traditions (for I de- 
nied all thefe) and told them, that piece of ground was no more 
holy than another piece of ground. I fhewed them, that the apoftles 
going into the Jews fynagogues and temples, which God had com- 
manded, was to bring people off from that temple, and thofe fyna- 
gogues, and from the offerings, tythes, and covetous priefts of that 
time ; that fuch as came to be. convinced of the truth, converted to 
it, and believed in Jefus Chrift, whom the apoftles preached, met 
together in dwelling-houfes ; and that all who preach Chrift, the - 
Word of life, ought to preach freely, as the apoftles did, and as he 
commanded. SolI was fent of the Lord God of heaven and earth © 

to preach freely, and to bring people off from thefe outward temples 
made with hands, which God dwelleth not in; that they might know 

- their bodies to become the temples of God and of Chrift; and to 
_ draw people’ off from all their fuperftitious ceremonies, Jewifh and 
 heathenith cuftoms, traditions, and doétrines of men; and from all 
~ the world’s hireling teachers, that take.tythes and great wages, preach- 

_ ing for hire, and divining for money, whom God and Chrift never 
ent, as themfelves confefs, when they fay, They never heard God’s 
nor Chrift’s voice. I exhorted the people to come off from all thefe 
things, directing them to the Spirit and grace of God in themfelves, 
and to the light of Jefus in their own hearts ; that they-might come 

to know Chrift, their free teacher, to bring them falvationy ahd to 
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open the fcriptures to them. Thus the Lord gave me a good opportu- 
nity to open things largely unto them. All was quiet, and many were 
convinced : blefied be the Lord. 

I paffed to anothertown, where was another great meeting, the old 
prieft being with me ; and there came profeflors of feveral forts to it. 
I fate on a hay-ftack, and fpoke nothing for fome hours; for I was to 
famifh them from feande The profeffors would ever and anon be 
fpeaking to the old prieft, and afking him when I would begin, and 
when I would fpeak ? He bade them wait; and told them, that the 
people waited upon Chrift a long while before he fpoke. At laft I was 
moved of the Lord to fpeak; and they were ftruck by the Lord’s 
power. The word of life reached to them, and there was a general 
convincement amongtt them. 

From hence I pafied on, the old prieft being ftill with me, and fe- 
veral others, As we went along, fome people called to him and faid, 
« Mr. Boyes, we owe you fome money for tythes, pray come and take 
« it.” But he threw up his hands, and faid, **-He had enough, he 


“ee would have none of it; they might keep 1 it:” and, ‘< he praifed the 


«¢ Lord he had enough.” 
At length we came to his fteeple-houfe in the Moors, and he went ” 
before me, and held open the pulpit door ; but I told him I would not | 
go into it. This fteeple-houfe was very much painted. I told him and 
the people, the painted beaft had a painted houfe. I opened to them 
the rife of thofe houfes, and their {uperftitious ways; fhewing them, 
that as the end of the apoftles going into the temple and fynagogues, 
which God had commanded, was not to hold them up, but to bring 
them to Chrift the fubftance ; fo the end of my coming there was not to, 
hold up thefe temples, priefts, and tythes, which God had neve 
manded, but to bring them tee all thefe things to Chrift th 
ftance. I fhewed them the true worfhip which Chrift had fet up, and 
diftinguifhed Chrift the true way from all the falfe ways, opening the 
parables to them, and turning them from darknefs to the true light, 
that by it they might fee themfelves, their fins, and Chrift their Saviour ; 
that believing in him they might be faved from their fins. # 

After dhis we went to one Birdet’s, where I had a great meeting ; 
and this old prieft accompanied me fill, leaving his f{teeple-houtfe. 
He had been looked upon as a famous prieft, above common-prayer- 
men, prefbyters, and independents too. Before he was convinced he 
went fometimes into their {teeple-houfes, and preached ; for he had been 
a zealous man in his way: and when they complained of him tojuftice 
Hotham, he bid them diftrain his horfe for travelling on the Lord’s day, 
as he called it; but Hotham did that to put them off, for he knew the: 
prieft ufed no horfe, but travelled on foot.. 

Now I came towards Crantfick to captain Purfloe’s and juftice 
Hotham’s, who received me kindly, being glad the Lord’s power had. 
fo appeared, that truth was fpread and fo many had received it, and that 
juftice Robinfon was fo civil. Juftice Hotham faid, If God had not 
raifed up this principle of light and life, which I preached, the nation 
had been over-run with Ranterifm, and all the juftices in the nation 


ard could not have ftopped it with all their laws; becaufe, faid he, they 


would 
4 


GEORGE’FOX’s JOURNAL. 59 


would have faid as we faid, and done as we commanded, and yet _ 16st. 
have kept their own principle ftill. But this principle of truth over- poet: ney 
throws their principle in the root and ground thereof; therefore he 

was glad the Lord had raifed up this principle of life and truth. 

From thence I travelled into Holdernefs, and came to a juftice’s Holdernefs. 
houfe, whofe name was Pearfon, where was a very tender woman, 
that believed in the truth, and was fo affected therewith, that the faid, 
*¢ She could have left all and have followed me.” 

Thence I went to Oram, to George Hartife’s; where many of that Oram. 
town were convinced. On the firft day I was moved to go into the 
fteeple-houfe, where the prieft had got another to help him: and 
many profeflors and contenders were got together. But the Lord’s 
power was over all; the priefts fled away, and a great deal of good 
. fervice I had for the Lord amongft the people. Some of thofe great | 
profeflors were convinced, and became honeft faithful friends ; being 
men of account in that place. 

The next day, friends and friendly people having left me, I tra-- 
velled alone, declaring the day of the Lord amongft people in the 
towns where I came, and warning them to repent. I came towards 
night into a town called Patrington. As I walked along the town, I Patrington: 
warned both priefts and people (for the prieft was in the ftreet) td re- 
pentandturntothe Lord. It grew dark before I came to the end of the 
town, and a multitude of people gathered about me, to whom I de- 
clared the word of life, 

When I had cleared myfelfI went to an inn, and defired them to let 
me have a lodging; but they would not. I defired a little meat or 

-milk, and I would pay for it; but they refufed. So I walked out-of 
the town, and a company of fellows followed, and afked me, What 
news? I bid themrepent, and fear the Lord. After I was gone a 
pretty way, I came to another houfe, and defired the people to let me 
have a little meat, drink, and lodging for my money; but they 
denied me. I went to another houfe, and defired the fame ; but they 
refufed mealfo. By this time it was grown fo dark that I could not fee 
the highway ; but I difcerned a ditch, and got a little water and re- 

frefhed myfelf. Then I got over the ditch; and, being weary with 

travelling, I fate down amongftithe furz bufhes till it was day. About 

break of day I got up, and pafled on the fields. A man came after me 

with a great pikeftaff, and went along with me toa town; and he raifed 

the town upon me, with the conftable and chief conftable, before the 

fun was up. I declared God’s everlafting truth amongft them, warning 

them of the day of the Lord, that was coming upon all fin and wicked- 

nefs; and exhorted them to repent. But they feized me, and had 

me back to Patrington, about three miles, guarding me with watch- 

bills, pikes, ftaves, and halberds. When I was come Patrington, all 

the town was in an uproar, and the prieft and conftables were con- 

fulting together ; fo 1 had another opportunity to declare the word of 

life amongft them, and warn them to repent. At laft a profeffor, a 

tender man, called me into his houfe, and there I took a little milk 

and bread, having not eaten for fome days before. Then they guarded 
me about nine miles to a juftice, When I: was come near his houfe, 
| a man 
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aman came riding after us, and afked me, whether I was the man that 
was apprehended? [ afked him, wherefore he afked ? He faid, for 
no hurt. Itold him, I was: fo he rode away to the juftice before us. 
The men that guarded me faid, It was well if the juftice was not 
drunk before we got to him; for he ufed to get drunk early. WhenI 
was brought in before him, hecsule I did not put off my hat, and faid- 
Thou to him, he afked the man that rode thither before me, whether 
I was not mazed or fond? The man told him, no; it was my prin- 
ciple. I warned him to repent, and come to the light, which Chrift 
had enlightened him withal ; that by it he might fee all his evil 
words and actions, and turn to Chrift Jefus whilft he had time; and 
that whiift he had time he fhou!d prize it. Ay, ay, faid he, the light 
that is fpoken of in the third of John. J defired he would mind it, 
and obey it. As I admonifhed him, I laid my hand upon him, and 
he was brought down by the power of the Lord; and all the watch- 
men ftood amazed. ‘Then he took me into a little parlour with the 
ether man, and defired to fee what I had in my. pockets of letters or 
intelligence. I plucked out my linen, and fhewed him I had no 
letters. He faid, he is not a vagrant by his linen: then he fet me at 
liberty. I went back to Patrington with the man that had rode before 
me to the juftice ; for he lived at Patrington. When I came there, he 
would have had me had a meeting at the crofs; but I faid, it was no mat- 
ter, his houfe would ferve. He defired me to go to bed, or lie down upon 
a bed; which he did, that they might fay they had feen me in or upon 
a bed, for they had got a report that I would not lie on any bed, be- 
caufe I laid many times without doors. When firft day was come I 
went to the fteeple-houfe, and declared the truth to the prieft and 
people; and the people did not moleft me, for the power of God was 
come over them. ’ Prefently after ¥ had a great meeting at the man’s 
houfe where I lay, and many were convinced of the Lord’s everlafting 
truth, who ftand faithful - witneffes of it to this day 5 and they were 
exceedingly grieved that they did not receive me, nor give me lodging, 
when I was there before. 

From hence I travelled through the country to the furtheft part 


thereof, warning people in towns and villages to repent, and directing 


them to Chrift Jefus, their teacher. 

On firft day I came to colonel Overton’s, and eat a great meeting of 
the prime of the people of that country, where many things were . 
opened out of the fcriptures, which they had never heard before. 
Many were convinced, and received the word of life, and were fettled 
in the truth of God. 

I returned to Patrington again, and vifited thofe friends that were con- 
vinced there; by whom I underftood, that a taylor and fome wild blades 


- in that town had occafioned my being carried before the juftice. - The 


taylor came to afk me forgivene(s, fearing I would complain of him. The 


- conftablesalfo were afraid, left I fhouldtroublethem. But 1 forgave them 


all, and warned them to turntotheLord, andtoamend their lives. That 
which made them the more afraid was this : when I was in the fteeple- 
houfe at Oram not long before, a profeflor gave me a pufh on the breaft 
in the fteeple-houfe, and bid me get out of the church. Alas! poor 

man ! 


= 


GEORGE FOX's JOURNAL. 6: 
man! faid J, doft thou call the fteeple-houfe the church? The church _ 1652. 
is the people whom God hath purchafed with his blood, and not the Pasi la 
houfe. It happened that juftice Hotham came to hear of this man’s ° 
abufe, fent his warrant for him, and bound him over to the feffions ; 
fo affected was he with the truth, and fo zealous to keep the peace : 
and indeed this juftice had afked me before, whether any had meddled 
with me or abufed me? But I was not to tell him any thing of that 
kind; but was to forgive all, 

From Patrington I went to feveral great mens houfes, warning them 
torepent. Some received me lovingly, and fome {lighted me. At 
night I came to another town, where I defired lodging and meat, and 
I would pay for it; but they would not lodge me, except I would go 
to the conftable, which was the cuftom (they faid) of all lodgers at 
inns, if ftrangers. Itoldthem, I would not:go; for that cuftom was 
for fufpicious perfons, I was an innocent man. After I had warned 
them to repent, declared to them the day of their vifitation, and di- 
rected them to the light of Chrift and the Spirit of God, that they might 
come to know falvation, I pafied away; and the people were fome- 
what tendered and troubled afterwards. When it grew dark, I {pied a 
hay-ftack, and went and fate under it till morning. 

‘The next day I paffed into Hull, admonifhing and warning people, tut. 
as T went,. to turn to Chrilt’ Jefus, that they might receive {alvation. 

That night I got a lodging ; but was very fore with travelling on foot 
fo far, 

Afterwards I came to Balby, vifited friends up and down in thofe pay. 
parts, and then paffed into the edge of Nottinghamfhire, vifiting friends yottincham- 
there: and fo into Linconfhire, and vifited friends there.” On ade a 
firft day I went to a fteeple-houfe on this fide of Trent, and in ar = 
the afternoon to another on the other fide of Trent, declaring 
‘the word of life to the people, and directing them to their teacher, 

Chrift Jefus, who died for them, that they might hear him and receive 
falvation by him. Then I went further into the country, and had fe- 

veral meetings. To one meeting came a great man, a prieft, and many 
profeffors ; but the Lord’s power came over them all, and they went 

their way peaceably. There came a man to that meeting, who had been 

at one before, and raifed a falfe accufation againft me, and made a 

noife up and down the country, reporting, that I faid I was Chritt ; 

which was utterly falfe. When I came to Gainfborough, where a Gaintho- 
friend had beew declaring truth in the market, the town and market- rough. 
people were all in an uproar. I went into a friendly man’s houfe, and 

the people rufhed in after me; fo that the houfe was filled with pro- 

’ feffors, difputers, and rude people. This falfe accufer came in, and 
charged me openly before the people, «« That I faid Iwas Chrift, and 

«: he had got witneffes to prove it.” Which put the peuple into fuch a 

rage, that they had much to do to keep their hands off me. I was 
moved of the Lord to ftand up upon the table, in the eternal power of 

God, and tell the people, « That Chrift was in them, except they 

“¢ were reprobates; and that it was Chrift, the eternal power of God, 

«« that {poke in meat that time unto them: Nor that I was Curisr. 

And the people were greatly fatisfied, except himfelf, a profefior, 
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1652. his own falfe witneffes. I called the accufer Judas, and was moved 
Ganfho. +0 tell him that Judas’s end fhould be his; that was the word of the 
rough. Lord and of Chrift through me to him. The Lord’s power came 
over all, and quieted the minds of the people, and they departed in 
peace. But this Judas fhortly after hanged himfelf, and a tlake was 
driven into his grave. Afterwards the wicked priefts raifed a fcandal 
upon us, -and reported that a Quaker had hanged himfeif in Lincoln- 
fhire, and had a ftake driven through him. This falfhood they 
printed to the nation, adding fin to fin ; which the truth and we 
were clear of : for he was no more a Quaker than the prieft that 
printed it, but one of their own people. Notwithftanding this 
wicked flander, by which the adverfary defigned to defame us, and 
turn people’s minds againft the truth we held forth, many in Lincoln- 
fhire received the gofpel, being convinced of the Lord’s everlafting 
truth, and fate down therein under his heavenly teaching. : 

I paffed in the Lord’s power into Yorkfhire, came to Warnfworth, 
and went to the fteeple-houfe in the forenoon; but they fhut the door 
againft me: yet after a while they let in Thomas Aldam, and then 
fhut it again ; and the prieft fell upon him, aifking him queftions. 
At laft they opened the door, and Iwentin. As foon asI was come 
in the prieft’s fight he left preaching, though I faid nothing to him ; 
and afked me, ‘‘ What have you to fay?” and pre‘ently cried out, 
«« Come, come, I will prove them falfe prophets in Matthew.” But 
he was fo confounded, he could not find the chapter. Then he fell 
on me, afking me many queftions ; and I ftood ftill all this while, 
not faying any thing amongft them. At laft I faid, «‘ Seeing here 
“«< are are fo many queftions afked, [may anfwer them.” But as foon 
as I began to fpeak, the people violently rufhed upon me, thruft me 
out of the fleeple-houfe again, and locked the door againft me.. As » 
foon as they had done their fervice, and were come forth, the people 
ran upon me, knocked me forely with their ftaves, threw clods and 
ftones at me, and abufed me much: the’ prieft alfo, being in a great 
rage, laid violent hands on me himfelf. I warned them and hip of 
the terrible day of the Lord, and exhorted them,to repent. and turn 
to Chrift. Being filled with the Lord’s refrefhing power, I was not 
fenfible of much hurt I had received by their blows. ‘In the after- 
noon I went to another fteeple~houfe, but the prieft had done before 
I got thither: fo I preached repentance to the people that were left, 
and directed them to their inward teacher, Jefus Chrift. 

Balby. From hence I went to Balby, and Doncafter; where I had for- 
Doneafter. merly preached repentance on the market-day ; which had made a — 
noife and alarm in the country. On firft day I went to the fteeple- 

houfe, and after the prieft had done, I {poke to him and the people 

what the Lord commanded me ; and they were ina great rage, hur- 

tied me out, threw me down, and haled me before the magiftrates. 

A long examination they made of me, and much work I had with 

them. They threatened my life, if ever I came*there again ; and 

that they. would leave me to the mercy of the people. Neverthelefs 

I declared truth amongft them, and direéted them to the light of 

Chrift in them ; teftifying unto them, ‘* That God was come to 

“« teach his people himfelf, whether they would hear or forbear.” 

; After 
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After a while they put us out (for fome friends were with me) 162. 
among the rude multitude, and they ftoned us down the ftreets. An woe 
innkeeper, a bailiff, came and took us into his houfe; and they 
broke his head, fo that the blood ran down his face, with the ftones 

that they threw at us. We ftaid a while in his houfe, and fhewed 

the more fober people the prieft’s fruits. ‘Then we went away to 
Balby about a mile off. The rude people laid wait for us, and Balby. 
{toned us down the lane; but, bleffed be the Lord, we did not re- 
‘ceive much hurt. 

_ The next firft-day I went to Tickhill, whither the friends of that Tickhill. 
fide gathered together, and a mighty brokennefs by the power of 
God there was amongit the people. I went out of the meeting, 
being moved of God to go to the fteeple-houfe. When I came there, 

I found the prieft and moft of the chief of the parifh together in the 
chancel. I went up to them, and.began to fpeak ; but they. imme- 
diately fell upon me ;. the clerk up with his bible, as I was {peaking, 

and ‘* {truck meonthe face with it, fo that my face gufhed out with 

«« blood ; and I bled exceedingly in the fteeple-houte.”. The peo- 

ple cried, “ Let us have him out of the church.” When they had 
got me out, they beat me exceedingly, threw me down, and turned 
meoverahedge. They afterwards dragged me through a houfe into 

the ftreet, floning and beating me as they dragged me along; fo 

that 1 was all over befmeared with blood and dirt. They got my 

hat from me, which I never had again. Yet when I was got upon 

my legs, I declared the word of life, fhewed them the fruits of their 
teacher, and how they difhonoured chriftianity. After a while I got 

into the meeting again amongft friends, and the prieft and people 
coming by the houfe, I went with friends into the yard, and there 
fpoke to the prieft and people. The prieft fcoffed at us, and called 

us Quakers. But the Lord’s power was fo over them, and the word 

of lite was declared in fuch authority and dread to them, that the 
-priett fella trembling himfelf; and one of the people faid, « Look 

«« how the prieft trembles and fhakes, he is turned a Quaker alfo.” 
When the meeting was over, friends departed ; and I went without 

my hat to Balby about feven or eight miles. Friends were much Balby. 
abufed that day by the prieft and his people : infomuch that fome 
moderate juitices hearing of it, two or three of them came and fate 

at the town to examine the bufinefs. He that had fhed my blood was 
afraid of having his hand cut off, for ftriking me in the church, as 

they called it; but I forgave him, and would not appear againft 
him. 

In the beginning of this year 1652, great rage got up in priefts Yorkh. 
and people, and in fome of the-magiftrates, in the weft riding Ba me: 
_ Yorkthire, againft the truth and friends, infomuch that the prieft of 
Warnfworth procured a warrant from the juftices againft me and 
Thomas Aldam, to be executed in any part of the weft riding of 
Yorkthire. At the fame time I had a vifion of a bear and two great 
mailiff dogs ; that I fhould pafs by them, and they fhould do me no 
hurt: and it proved fo.. For the conftable took Thomas Aldam, 
and carried him to York. Iwent with Thomas twenty miles to- 


wards York, and the conftable had a warrant for me alfo, and faid, 
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“« He faw me, but he was loth to trouble ftrangers ;” but Thomas 
Aldam was his neighbour. So the Lord’s power reftrained him, that 
he had not power to meddle with me. We went to lieutenant 
Roper’s, where we had a great meeting of many confiderable men. 
The truth was powerfully declared amongft them, the {criptures 
wonderfully opened, the parables and fayings of Chrift expounded, 
the ftate of the church in the apoftles days plainly fet forth, and the 
apoftafy fince from that ftate difcovered, The truth had great do- 
minion that day: fo that thofe great men prefent did generally con- 
fefs to it, faying, ‘* They believed this principle muit go over the 
« whole world.” There were at this meeting James Nayler, 
Thomas Goodyear, and William Dewfbury, who had been con- | 
vinced the year before, and Richard Farnfworth alfo. The con- 
ftable ftaid with Thomas Aldam till the meeting was over, and then 
went towards York prifon; but did not meddle with me. 

From hence I went to Wakefield, and the firft-day after to a 
fteeple-houfe, where James Nayler had been a member of an inde- 
pendent church ; but, upon his receiving truth, he was excommu- 
nicated. When I came in, and the prieft had done, the people 
called me to come to the prieft; which I did: but whenI began to 
declare the word of life to them, and to lay open the deceit of the 
prieft, they rufhed upon me on a fudden, thruft me out at the other 
door, punching and beating me, and cried, ‘* Let us have him to the 
‘« ftocks.” But the Lord’s power was over them, and fo reftrained 
them, that they were not able to put mein. So I paffed away to the 
meeting, where were a great many profeflors and friendly people 
gathered, and a great convincement there was ; for the people were 
mightily fatisfied, that they were directed to the Lord’s teaching in 
themfelves. Here we gotlodging ; for four of us had lain abroad . 
under a hedge the night before, there being then few friends in that 

lee: Logis 
2 The fame day Richard Farnfworth went ‘to another great fteeple- 
houfe belonging to ahigh prieft, and declared the word of truth unto 
the people; and great fervice he had amongft them: for the Lord’s 
dread and power was mightily over all. 

The prieft of that church, which James Nayler had been a mem- 
ber of, whofe name was Marthal, raifed many wicked flanders upon 
me, as, ‘© That I carried bottles about with me, and made people 
‘¢ drink of my bottles, which made them follow me.” And, 
‘© That I rid upon a great black horfe, and was feen in one country 
** upon my black horfe in one hour, and in the fame hour in another _ 


country threefcore miles off ;” and, «* That I fhould give a fellow 


~ * money to follow me when I was on my black horfe.” With thefe 


High-Town. 


hellith lyes he fed his people, to make them think evil of the - 
truth which I had declared amongft them. But by thefe lyes he 
preached many of his hearers away from him ; for I travelled on foot, 
and had no horfe at that time; and that the people generally knew. 
The Lord foon after met with this envious prieft, and cut him off 
in his wickednefs. | . 
After this I came to High-Town, where dwelt a woman who had 
been convinced a little before. We went to her houfe, and had a 
7 4 meeting. 
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ineeting. The town’s-people gathered together; we declared the 1652. 
truth to them, had fome fervice for the Lord amongft them; and they High to 
pafled away again peaceably. But there was a widow-woman in the 
town, whofe name was Green, who, being filled with envy, went to - 
one called a gentleman in the town, who was reported to have killed 
two men and one woman, and informed him againft us, though he was 
no officer. The next morning we drew up fome queries, to be fent 
to the prieft. When we had done, and were juft going away, fome 
of the friendly people of the town'came running, and told us, That 
this murdering man had fharpened a pike to ftab us, and was coming 
with his fword by his fide. Being juft pafling away, we miffed him. 
But he came to the houfe where we had been ; and the people gene- 
rally concluded, if we had not been gone, he would have murdered 
fome of us. That night we lay in a wood, and were very wet, for 
it rained exceedingly. In the morning I was moved to return ‘to that 
town, when we had a fuil relation of this wicked man. 
From hence we pafled to an houfe at Bradford, where we met Bradford. 
with Richard Farnfworth, from whom we had parted a little before. 
When we came in, they fet meat before us ; but as I was going to 
eat, the word of the Lord came to me, faying, ‘“* Eat not the bread 
** of fuch as have an evil eye.” Immediately I arofe from the table, 
and ate nothing. After I had exhorted the family to turn to the - 
Lord Jefus Chrift, and hearken to his teachings in their own hearts, 
we departed thence. . 
As we travelled through the country, preaching repentance to 
the people, we came into a market-town, where a lecture was 
held that day. I went into the fteepie-houfe, where many prietts, 
_ profeflors, and people were. The prieft that preached, took for 
his text thofe words of Jeremiah, Chap. 5. ver. 31. “ My people 
*< love to have it fo:” Leaving out the foregoing words, viz. “‘ The 
prophets prophefy falfely, and the prieftsbear rule by their means.” 
I thewed the people his deceit ; and directed them to.Chrift, the true 
teacher within ; declaring, that God was come to teach his people 
‘himfelf, and to bring them off from all the world’s teachers and 
hirelings ; that they might come to recéive freely from him. ‘Then 
warning them of the day of the Lord that was coming upon all flefh, 
I paffed from thence without much oppofition. 
At night we came to a country place, where there was no publick 
houfe neat. The people defired us to ftay all night ; which we did, 
and had good fervice for the Lord, declaring his truth amongft 
them. ; 
- The Lord had faid unto me, “ If but one man or woman were raifed 
“by his power, to ftand and live in the fame Spirit that the pro- 
« phets and apoftles were in who gave forth the fcriptures, that man 
* or woman fhould fhake all the country in their profeffion for ten 
‘« miles round.” For people had the fcriptures, but were not in the 
fame light, power, and Spirit, which thofe were in who gave forth 
the feriptures; fo they neither knew God, Chrift, nor the fcriptures 
‘aright; nor had they unity one with another, being out of the power 
and Spirit of God. ‘Therefore we warned all, where-ever we met 
them, of the day of the Lord that was coming upon them. 
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As we travelled, we came near a very great high hill, called Pendle- 
hill, and I was moved of the Lord to go up to the top of it ; which 
I did with much ado, it was fo very fteep and high, When I was 
come to the top, I faw the fea bordering upon Lancafhire. From 
the top of this hill the Lord let me fee in what places he had a 
great people to be gathered. As I went down, I found a fpring of 


- water in the fide of the hill, with which I refrefhed myfelf; having 
- eaten or drunk but little feveral days before. 


At night we came to an inn, and declared truth to the man of the 
houfe, and wrote a paper to the priefts and profeffors, declaring ‘ the 
« day of the Lord, and that Chrift was come to teach people him- ~ 


© felf, by his power and Spirit in their hearts, and to bring people off 


Wentzerdale. 


‘ from all the world’s ways and teachers, to his own free teaching 
‘ who had bought them, and was the Saviour of all them that be- 
‘ lieved in him.’ The man of the houfe fpread the paper abroad, 
and was himfelf mightily affected with the truth. Here the Lord 
opened unto me, and let me fee a great people in white raiment by 
a river-fide, coming to the Lord. The place that I faw them in 
was about Wentzerdale and Sedbergh. 

The next day we travelled on, and at night got a little fern to put 
under us, and lay upon a common. Next morning we reached a 
town, where Richard Farnfworth parted from me; and then I tra- 
velled alone again. Icame up Wentzerdale, and at the market-town 
in that dale there was a lecture on the market-day. I went into the 
fteeple-houfe ; and, after the prieft had done, ‘ proclaimed the day 
“ of the Lord to the prieft and people ; warning them to turn from 
‘ the darknefs to the light, and from the power of Satan unto God, 
‘ that they might come to know God and Chrift aright, and to re- 
‘ ceive his teaching, who teacheth freely.’ Largely and freely did 
I declare the word of life unto them, and had not much perfecution 
there. Afterwards I pafied up the dales, warning people to fear God; 
and preaching the everlafting gofpel. In my way I came to a great 


_ houfe, where was a fchoolmafter ; and they got me into the houfe. I 


afked them queftions about their religion and worfhip ; and afterwards 
declared the truth to them. They had me into a parlour, and locked 
me in, pretending I was mad, and had got away from my relations ; 
and they would keep me till they could fend to them. But I foon con- 
vinced them of their miftake ; and they let me forth, and would have 
had me to ftay, but I was not to ftay there.» Having exhorted them to 
repentance, and directed them to the light of Chrift Jefus, that thro’ 
it they might come unto him, and be faved, I paffed from them, and 
came in the night toa little alehoufe on a common, where a com- 
pany of rude fellows were drinking. Becaufe I would not drink 
with them, they ftruck me with their clubs. But I reproved them, 
and brought them to be fomewhat cooler; and then walked out of 
the houfe upon the common in the night. After fome time one of 
thefe drunken fellows came out, and would have come clofe up to 
me, pretending to whifper me; but perceiving he had a knife, I kept 
off him, and bid him repent, and fear God. So the Lord by his 
power preferved me from this wicked man; and he went into the 
houfe again. Next morning I went through other dales, warning 

and 
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and exhorting people every-where, as I paffed, to repent and turn to 1652. 
the Lord ; and feyeral were convinced. At one houfe, the man of Yorkthire 
the houfe, whom I afterwards found to be a kinfman of John Blake- dales. 
lin’s, would have given me money, but I would not receive it. 
_As I travelled through the dales, I came to another man’s houfe, 
whoie name was Tennant. I was moved to fpeak to the family, and 
' Geclare God's everlafting truth to them; and as I was turning away 
. from them, I was moved to turn again, and {peak to the man him- 
felf; who was convinced, with his family, and lived and died in the 
truth. Thence I came to major Bousfield’s, who received me, as 
did feyeral others. Some that were then convinced have ftood faithful 
ever fince. I went alfo through Gryfedale, and feveral other of thofe Gryfedale. 
_dales; in which fome ‘were convinced. In Dent many were con- pent. 
vinced alfo. From major Bousfield’s I came to Richard Robinfon’s, 
and declared the everlafting truth to him. . ! 
The next day I went to a meeting at juftice Benfon’s, where met 
a people that were feparated from the publick worfhip. This was 
the place that I had feen, where a people came forth in white rai- 
ment. A large meeting it was; the people were generally convinced, —__ 
and continue a large meeting full of friends near Sedbergh ; which ween a 
was then firft gathered through my miniftry in the name of Jefus. = *— 
_ The fame week there was a great fair, at which fervants ufed to 
be hired. I went and declared the day of the Lord through the 
fair. After I had done fo, I went into the fteeple-houfe yard; and 
many of the people of the fair came to me, with abundance of priefts 
end profefiors. ‘ There I declared the everlafting truth of the Lord, 
* and the word of life for feveral hours ; fthewing, that the Lord was 
come to teach his people himfelf, and to bring them Sf from all 
the world’s ways and teachers to Chrift the true teacher, and the 
true way to God. [I laid open their teachers, fhewing, that they 
were like thofe that were of old condemned by the prophets, by 
Chrift, and by the apoftles. [exhorted the people to come off 
from the temples made with hands ; and wait to receive the Spirit 
of the Lord, that they might know themielves to be the temples 
of God.’ Not one of the priefts had power to open his mouth 
__againft what I declared. At lait a captain faid, ‘ Why will you not 
_.* gointo the church? This is not a fit place to preach in.’ [I told 
"him, I denied their church. Then ftood up Francis Howgill, who © 
was preacher toa congregation. He had not feen me before ; yet he 
undertook to anfwer that captain ; and foon put him to filence. Then 
faid Francis Howgill of me, ‘ This man fpeaks with authority, and 
* not as the fcribes.’ After this, I opened to the people, that that 
“eae and houfe was no holier than another place; and that the 
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ufe is not the church, but the people, whom Chrift is the head 
_ of. After a while the priefts came up to me, and I warned them 
gent. One of them faid, I was. mad; fo they turned away. But 

my were convinced there that day, who were glad to hear the 
truth declared, and received it with joy. _Amongft thefe was captain 
Ward, who received the truth in the love of it, and lived and died 
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The next firft-day I came to Firbank Chapel in Weftmorland, where 
Francis Howgill and John Audland had been preaching in the morn- 
ing. The chapel was full of people, fo that many could not get in. 
Francis faid, He thought I looked into the chapel, and his {pirit was 
ready to. fail, the Lord’s power did fo furprize him: but I did not look 
in. ‘They made hafte, and had quickly done, and they and fome of 
the people went to dinner; but abundance ftaid till they came again. 
John Blakelin and others came to me, and defired me not to reprove 
them publickly ; for they were not parifh-teachers, but pretty tender 
men. I could not tell them whether I fhould or no, though I had 
not at that time any drawings to declare publickly againft them ; but I 
faid, They muft leave me to the Lord’s movings. While others 
were gone to dinner, I went to a brook, got a little water, and then 
came and fat down on the top of a rock hard by the chapel. In the 
afternoon the people gathered about me, with feveral of their preachers, 
It was judged there were above a thoufand people; to whom I de- 
clared God’s everlafting truth and word of life freely and largely for 
about the fpace of three hours, directing all to the Spirit of God in 
themfelves ; that they might be turned from darknefs to light, and be- 
lieve in it, that they might become the children of it, and might be 
turned from the power of Satan unto God; and by the Spirit of truth 
might be led into all truth, and fenfibly underftand the words of the 
prophets, of Chrift, and of the apoftles; and might all come to know 
Chrift to be their teacher to inftruct them, their counfellor to dire¢t 
them, their fhepherd to feed them, their bifhop to overfee them, and 
their prophet to open divine myfteries to them ; and might know their 
bodies to be prepared, fanttified, and made fit temples for God and 
Chrift to dwell in. In the openings of heavenly life, I explained unto 
them the prophets, and the figures and fhadows, and directed them to 
Chrift, the fubftance. Then I opened’ the parables and fayings of. 
Chrift, and things that had been long hid; fhewing the intent and 
{cope of the apoftles writings, and that their epiities were written to 
the elect. When I had opened that ftate, I fhewed alfo the ftate of 
the apoftafy fince the apoftles days; that the priefts have got the {erip- 
tures, but are not in the Spirit which gave them forth ; and have put 
them into chapter and ver{e, to make a trade of the holy mens words ; 
that the teachers and priefts now are found in the fteps of the falfe 
prophets, chief priefts, {cribes and pharifees of old, and are fuch as ~ 
the true prophets, Chrift and his apoftles cried againft, and fo are 
judged and condemned by the Spirit of the true prophets, of -Chrift, 
and of his apoftles; and that none in that Spirit could own them. 
Many old people went into the chapel, and looked out at the windows; 
thinking it a {trange thing to fee a man preach on an hill or mountain, 
and not in their church, as they called it; whereupon I.was moved to. 
inform the people, ‘ That the fteeple-houfe, and the ground whereon 
* it ftood, were no more holy than that mountain ; and that thofe tem- 
‘ ples, which they called the dreadful houfes of God, were not fet. 
‘ up by the command of God and of Chrift ; nor their priefts called; 
‘ as Aaron's priefthood was; nor their tythes appointed by God, as 
* thofe amongft the Jews were: but that Chrift was come, who ended 
* both the temple and its worfhip, and the priefts and their tythes ; 
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and all now fhould hearken to him: for he faid, “ Learn of me:” 1652. 
« and God faid of him, ‘‘ This is my beloved Son, in whom I am Wo 
“ well pleafed; hear ye him.” I declared, that the Lord God had Firbank cha- 
« fent me to preach the everlafting gofpel and word of life amongtt pel. 
© them ; and to bring them off from all thefe temples, tythes, priefts, 

* and rudiments of the world, which had got up fince the apoftles 
* days, and had been fet up by fuch as had erred from the Spirit and 
* power that the apoftles were in.’ Very largely was I opened at this 
meeting ; the Lord’s convincing power accompanied my miniftry, and 
reached home to the hearts of the people; whereby many were con- 
‘vinced, and all the teachers of that congregation (who were many) 
were convinced of God’s everlafting truth. 

After the meeting, I went to John Audland’s, and from thence to Pretton Pa- 
Prefton Patrick Chapel; where a great mecting was appointed; to isk Chapel. 
which I went, and had a large opportunity to preach the everlafting 
gofpel ; acquainting the people that the end of my coming into that 
place was not to hold it up; no more than the apoftles going into the 
Jewith fynagogues and temple was to uphold thofe; but to bring 
them off from all fuch things (as the apoftles brought the faints of 
old from off the Jewith temple and Aaron’s priefthood) that they might 
come to witnefs their bodies to be the temples of God, and Chrift in 
them to be their teacher. 

‘From this place I went to Kendal, where.a meeting was appointed 
in the town-hall, in which I declared the word of life amongft the 
people, thewing them, ‘ How they might come to the faving know- 
«ledge of Chrift, and to have a right underftanding of the holy {crip- 

‘ tures; opening to them what it was that would lead them into the 
‘ way of reconciliation with God ; and what would be their condemna- 

‘ tion. After the meeting I ftaid awhile in the town: feveral were 
convinced there, and many appeared loving. One Cock met me in the 
fireet, and would have given me a roll of tobacco. I accepted his 
Jove, but did not receive the tobacco. 

From thence I went to Under-barrow, to Miles Bateman’s; and fe- Under-bar. 
veral going along with me, great reafonings ]-had with them, efpe-"°™’ 
cially with Edward Burrough. At night the prieft and many profeffors 
~ came to the houfe; and a great deal of difputing I had with them. 

Supper being provided for the prieft and the reft of the company, I 
had not freedom to eat with them; but told them, If they would 
appoint a meeting for the next day at the fteeple-houfe, and ac- 
_ quaint the people with it, I might meet them. They had a great deal 
of reafoning about it ; fome being for, and fome againft it. In the 
morning, after I had {poken to them again concerning the meeting, as 
I] walked upon a bank by the houfe, there came feveral poor travellers, 
afking relief, who I faw were in neceffity ; and they gave them no- 
thing, but faid they were cheats. It grieved me to fee fuch hard~ 
heartednefs amongit profeflors; whereupon, when they were gone in 
to their breakfaft, I ran after the poor people about a quarter of a mile, 
and gave them fome money. Mean while fome that were in the houfe, 
coming out, and feeing me a quarter of a mile off, faid, I could not 
have gone fo far in {uch an inftant, if I had not had wings. Here- 
upon the meeting was like to haye been put by; for they were ans 
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with fuch ftrange thoughts concerning me, that many of them were. 
againft having a meeting with me. I told them, I ran after thofe poor 
people to give them fome money ; being grieved at their hard-hearted- 
nefs, who gave them nothing. Then came Miles and Stephen Hub-_ 
‘berfty ; who, being more .fimple-hearted men, would have the meeting 
held. So'to the chapel I went, and the prieft came. A great meet- 
ing there was, and the way of life and falvation was opened; and after» 
a while the prieft fled away. Many of Crook and Under-barrow were 
_convinced that day, received the word of life, and flood faft in it. 
under the teaching of Chrift Jefus. After I had. declared the truth 
to them for fome hours, and the meeting was ended, the chief con- 
ftable and fome other profeflors fell to reafoning with me in the chapel 
yard. Whereupon I took a bible and opened the {criptures, and dealt 
tenderly with them, as one would do with a child. They that were 
in the light of Chrift and Spirit of God, knew when I fpake {crip- 
ture, though I did not mention chapter and verfe, after the priefts 
form to'them, ‘e poly, 

From hence I went with an ancient man, whofe heart the Lord had 
‘opened, and he invited me to his houfe: his name was James Dickin- 
fon. He was convinced ‘that day, received the truth, and lived and 
died in it. . 

I came the next day to James Taylor's, of Newton in Cartmel, in 
Lancafhire, On firft day I went to the chapel, where prieft Camelford 
ufed to preach ; and after he had done, I began to fpeak the word of 
life to the people. But he was in fuch a rage, did fo fret, and was fo 
peevifh, that he had no patience to hear; but ftirred up the rude mul- 
titude, who haled me out, ftruck, and threw me headlong over a 
ftone wall. Yet blefled be the, Lord, his power preferved me. He 
that did this violence to me, was John Knipe, a wicked man, whom af- 
terwards the Lord cut off. There was a youth in the chapel, writing 
after the prieft. I was moved to {peak to him, and he came to be con- 
vinced, and:received a part of the miniftry of the gofpel: his name 
was John Brathwait. fe « | 

Then I went to an alehoufe, to which many reforted betwixt the 
time of their morning and afternoon preaching ; and had a great deal 
of reafoning with the people, declaring to them, That God was come 

to teach his people himfelf, and to bring them off from all falfe 
teachers, fuch as the prophets, Chrift, and the apoftles cried againft. 
Many received the word of life at that time, and abode in it. 

In the afternoon I went about two or three miles toa fteeple-houfe 
or chapel called Lyndal. When the prieft had done, I fpoke to him 
and:the people what the Lord commanded me,’ and there were great 
eppofers; but afterwards they came to be convinced. After this I 
went to captain Sands, who with his wife feemed fomewhat affected 
with truth: and if they could have held the world and truth together, 


' they would have received it; but they were hypocrites, and he a very 


chaffy light man. Wherefore I reproved him for his lightnefs and 
jetting ; telling him, It was not feemly ina great profeflor as he was. 
Thereupon he told me, He had a fon, who upon his death bed had 
alfo reproved him for it, and warned him of it. But he neither re- 
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garded the admonition of his dying’ fon, nor the reproofs of God’s 1652. 
hh died 


Spirit in himfelf. t 
From hence I went to Ulverftone, and to Swarthmore to judge Ulverftone. 
Fell’s; whither came one Lampitt, a prieft, who was an high notionift, Swarthmore. 
With him I had a great deal of reafoning ; for he would talk of high 
notions and perfection, and thereby deceived the people. He would 
have owned me, but I could not own nor join with him, he was fo 
full of filth.- He faid, He was above John; and made as though he 
knew all things. But I told’ him, ‘ Death reigned from Adam to 
“ Mofes; and that he was under death, and knew not Mofes: for 
« Mofes faw the paradife of God; but he knew neither Mofes, nor 
‘the prophets, nor John.’ For that crooked and rough nature ftood 


in him, and the mountain. of fin and’ corruption ; and the way was 


not prepared in him for the Lord. He confeffed he had been under a 
crofs in things; but now he could fing pfalms, and do any. thing. 


‘I told him, * Now he could fee a'thief, and join hand in hand with 


‘« him: but he could not preach Mofes, nor the prophets, nor John, 
“ nor Chritt, except he were in the fame Spirit that they were in.’ Mar- ; 
garet Fell had been abroad in the day-time ; and at night. her children 
told her, prieft Lampitt and I had difagreed; which fomewhat trou- 
bled ber, becaufe fhe was in profeflion with him ; but he hid his dirty 
actions from them. At night we had great reafoning ; and I declared 
the truth to her and her family. Next day Lampitt came again, and 
I had a great deal of difcourfe with him before Margaret Fell, who 
then clearly difcerned the prieft. A convincement of the Lord’s truth 
came upon her and her family. Soon after a day was to be obferved 
for an humiliation; and Margaret Fell afked me to go with her to the 
fteeple-houfe at Ulverftone, for fhe was not wholly come off from them : 
I replied, “* J muft do as I am ordered by the Lord.” So I left her, 
and walked into the fields; and the word of the Lord came to me, 
faying, *‘ Go to the fteeple-houfe after them.” When I came, Lam- 
pitt was finging with his people; but his {pirit was fo foul, and the 


" matter they fung fo unfuitable to their ftates, that after they had done 


finging, I was moved of the Lord to fpeak to him and the people. 
The word of the Lord to them was, ‘ He is not a Jew that is one out- 
« ward ; but he is a Jew that is one inward, whofe praife is not of man, 


« but of God.’ Then, as the Lord opened further, I fhewed them, 


€ That He was come to teach his people by his Spirit, and to bring 


* them off from all their old ways, religions, churches, and worthips ; 


_* for all their religions, worfhips, and ways were but talking of other 


* men’s words; but they were out of the life and Spirit which thofe 
© were in who gave them forth.’ Then cried out one juftice Sawrey, 
“« Take him away ;” but judge Fell’s wife faid to the officers, “ Let 
* him alone: why may he not fpeak, as well as any other?” Lampitt 
alfo, the prieft, in deceit, faid, ‘* Let him fpeak.” So at length, when 


‘Thad declared a pretty while, juftice Sawrey caufed the conftable to 


pat me out; and then I fpoke to the people in the grave-yard. 
The firft day after, I was moved to go to Aldenham fteeple-houfe, Aldenham. 
and when the prieft had done, I fpoke to him; but he got away. 


Then I declared the word of life to the people, and warned them to 


turn to the Lord. 
. From 
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From thence I paffed to Ramfide, where was a chapel, in which 
Thomas Lawfon ufed to preach, who was an eminent prieft. He 
very lovingly acquainted his people in the morning of my coming 
in the afternoon; by which means many were gathered together. 
When I came, I faw there was no place fo convenient as the chapel : 
wherefore I went into the chapel, and all was quiet. ‘Thomas 
Lawfon went not up into his: pulpit, but left all the time to me. — 
The everlafting day of the eternal God was proclaimed that day, and 
the everlafting truth was largely declared ; which reached and en+ 
tered into the hearts of the people, and many received the truth in 
the love of it. This prieft came to be convinced, left his chapel, 
threw off his preaching for hire, and came to preach the Lord Jefus 
and his kingdom freely. After that fome rude people caft fcandals 
upon him, and thought to have done him an injury ; but he was 
carried over all, grew in the wifdom of God mightily, and proved 
very ferviceable in his place. 

I returned to Swarthmore again, and the next firft-day went to 
Dalton fteeple-houfe; where, after the prieft had done, I declared 
the word of life to the people, that they might be turned from dark- 
nefs to light, from the power of Satan to God ; and might come off - 
from their fuperftitious ways, and from their teachers made by man, 
to Chrift the true and living way, to be taught of him. S83 

From thence I went into the ifland of Walnah ; and after the 
prieft had done, I fpoke to him, but he got away. Then I declared 
the truth to the people, but they were fomething rude. I went to 
fpeak with the prieft at his houfe, but he would not be feen. The 
people faid, he went to hide himfelf in the hay-mow, and they 
looked for him there, but could not find him. ‘Then they faid, he 
was gone to hide himfelf in the ftanding corn, but they could not 
find him there neither. I went to James Lancafter’s, who was con- 
vinced in the ifland, and from thence returned to Swarthwore, 
where the Lord’s power feized upon Margaret Fell, her daughter 
Sarah, and feveral others. 

Then-I went to Becliff, where Leonard Fell was convinced, and 
became a minifter of the everlafting gofpel. Several others were 
convinced there, and came into obedience to thetruth. Here the 
people faid, they could not difpute ; and would fain have put fome 
other to hold talk withme; but I bid them, “ Fear the Lord; and 
«* not in alight way hold a talk of the Lord’s words, but put the 
“«* things in practice.” .< I directed them to the Divine Light of 
Chrift and his Spirit in their hearts, which would let them fee all 
the evil thoughts, words, and actions, that they had thought, 
fpoken, and acted ; by which light they might fee their fin, and 
alfo their Saviour Chrift Jefus to fave them from their fins. “This 
I told them was their firit ftep to peace, even to ftand ftill in the 
light that fhewed them their fins and tranfgreffions ; by which they 
might come to fee they were in the fall of old Adam, in darknefs 
and death, ftrangers to the covenant of promife, and without God 
in the world: and by the fame light they might fee Chrift that died 
‘ for them to be their Redeemer and Saviour, and their way to 
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After this I went to a chapel beyond Gleafton; which was built, 1652. 
but never a prieft had preached in it. Thither the country people Gand 5 
: its ; C . E pel be- 
came; and a quiet, peaceable meeting it was, in which the word of yond Glea- 
life was declared, and many were convinced of the truth about *™- 
Gleafton. © 
From thenceI returned to Swarthmore again. After I had ftaid a Swarthmore, 
few days, and moft of the family were convinced, I went into Wetft- Weftmore- 
_-moreland, where prieft Lampitt had been amoneft the profeffors on !and ‘ Ken- 
Kendal fide, and: had mightily incenfed them againft me; telling ae 
them I held many ftrange things.. I met with thofe that he had {fo 
incenfed, fate up all night with them at James’s Dickinfon’s, and an- 
{wered all their obje€tions. They were both thoroughly fatisfied with 
the truth I had declared, and diffatisfied with him and his lies, fo that 
he clearly loft the beft of his hearers and followers, who hereby came 
to fee his deceit, and forfook him. 
I paffed to John Audland’s and Gervafe Benfon’s, and had great 
meetings amongft thofe that had been convinced before. I paffed to 
John Blakelin’s and Richard Robinfon’s, where I had mighty meet- 
ings, and then towards Grifedale. 
Soon after, judge Fell being come home,, Margaret his wife fent to 
me, defiring me to return thither; and I, feeling freedom from the 
Lord fo to do, went back to Swarthmore. I found the priefts and Swarthmore. 
profeffors, and juftice Sawrey, had much incenfed judge Fell and 
captain Sands againft the truth by their lies; but when I came to 
fpeak with him, I anfwered all his objections, and fo thoroughly 
fatisfied him by the feriptures, that he was convinced ‘in his judg- 
ment. He afked me, “ If I was that George Fox whom juttice 
«© Robinfon {poke fo much in commendation of amongft many of 
“the parliament men?” I told him, I had been with juftice 
Robinfon, and juftice Hotham, in Yorkthire, who were very civil 
and loving to me; and that they were convinced in their judgment 
_ by the Spirit of God, that the principle which I bore teftimony to 
was the truth, and they faw beyond the priefts of the nation; fo that 
they and many others were now come to be wifer than their teachers. 
After we had difcourfed a pretty while together, judge Fell himfelf 
was fatisfied alfo, and came to fee, by the openings of the Spirit of 
God in his heart, over all the priefts and teachers of the world; and 
did not go to hear them for fome years before he died: for he knew 
it was the truth that I declared, and that Chrift was the teacher of 
his people, and their Saviour. He fometimes wifhed that I was 
‘a while with judge Bradfhaw to difcourfe with him. There came to 
judge Fell’s captain Sands before-mentioned, endeavouring to in- 
cenfe the judge againft me ; for he was an evil-minded man, and 
full of envy againft me: yet he could fpeak high things, ufe the 
fcripture-words, and fay, ‘* Behold, I make all things new.” But 
I told him, Then he mutt have a new’God ; for his God was his 
belly. Befides him came alfo that envious juftice John Sawrey. I 
told him, “ His heart was rotten, and he was full of hypocrify to 
« the brim.” Several others alfo came, whofe {tates the Lord gave 
me a difcerning of ; and I {poke to their conditions. While I was 
in thofe parts, Richard Farnfworth and James Nayler came to fee 
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1652. nie and the family ; and judge Fell, being fatisfied that it was the 
way of truth, notwithftanding all their oppofition, fuffered the 
meeting to be kept at his houfe; and a great meeting was fettled 
there in the Lord’s power, which hath continued near forty 
years, until the year 1690, that a new meeting-houfe was erected 


Swarthmore. 


near it. 
Under-bar- | After I had ftaid a while, and the meeting there was well fettled, 
BOW. I departed to Under-barrow, where I hada great meeting. From 


Kellet. thence I went to Kellet, and had a great meeting at Robert Withers’s, 
to which feveral came from Lancafter, and fome from York; and 
Lancafter. Many were convinced. On the market-day I went to Lancafter, and 
{poke through the market in the dreadful power of God; declaring 
the day of the Lord to the people, and: crying out againft all their 
deceitful merchandize. I preached righteoufnefs and truth unto 
them, which all fhould follow after, walk and live in ; direéting 
them how and where they might find and receive the Spirit of God 
to guide them thereinto. After I had cleared myfelf in the market, 
I went to my lodging, whither feveral people came ; and many were 
convinced, who {tood faithful to the truth. 

The firft-day following, in the forenoon, I had a great meeting 
in the ftreet at Lancafter, amongit the foldiers and people, to whom 
I declared the word of life, and the everlafting truth. I opened un- 
to them, That all the traditions they had lived in, all their wor- 
fhips and religions, and the profeflion they made of the fcriptures, 
were good for nothing, while they lived out of the life and power 
which thofe were in who gave forth the fcriptures. I direéted them 
to the light of Chrift, the heavenly man, and to the Spirit of God 
in their own hearts, that they might come to be acquainted with 
God and Chrift, receive him for their teacher, and know his king- 
dom fet up in them. © . . 

In the afternoon I went to the fteeple-houfe at Lancafter, and 
declared the truth to the prieft.and people ; laying open before them 
the deceit they lived in, and directing them to the power and Spirit 
of God which they wanted. But they haled me out, and ftoned me 
along the ftreet till Icame to John Lawfon’s houfe. ‘ 

Another firft-day I went to a fteeple-houfe by the water-fide, 
where one Whitehead was prieft; to whom and to the people I 
declared the truth in the dreadful power of God. There came a 
doctor, fo full of envy, that he faid, «‘ He could find in his heart to 
‘«* run me through with his rapier, though he was hanged for it the 
“< next day ;” yet this man came afterwards to be convinced of the 
truth, fo far as to be loving to friends. Some were convinced there- 
abouts, who willingly fate down under the miniftry of Chrift, their 
teacher ; and a meeting was fettled there in the power of God, which 
has continued to this day. | 


A ANAC dO After this I returned intoWeftmoreland, and {poke through Kendal 
s ao on a market-day. So dreadful was the power of God upon me, 


._ that people flew like chaff before me into their houfes. I warned 
them of the mighty day of the Lord, and exhorted them to hearken 
to the voice of God in their own hearts, who was now come to 
teach his people himfelf. When fome oppofed, many others took 
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my part. At laft fome fell to fighting about me; butI went and _ 16:2. 
{poke to them, and they parted again. Several were convinced. 
The firft-day after I had a very large meeting in Under-barrow at Under-bare 
Miles Bateman’s, where I was moved to declare, ¢ That all !o¥ 
‘ people in the fall were gone from the image of God, righteoufnefs, 
and holinefs, and were become as wells without the water of life, 
« as clouds without the heavenly rain, as trees without the heavenly 
‘ fruit; and were degenerated into the nature of beatts, of ferpents, 
‘ of tall cedars, of oaks, of bulls, and of heifers; fo that they 
‘ might read the natures of thefe creatures within, as the prophets 
‘ defcribed them to the people of old, that were out of truth. I 
« opened to them, how fome were in the nature of dogs and {wine, 
‘ biting and rending ; fome in the nature of briars, thiftles, and 
‘ thorns; fome like the owls’ and dragons in the night ; -fome like 
‘ the wild affes and horfes, {nuffing up the wind ; and fome like the 
¢ mountains and rocks, and crooked and rough ways. Wherefore 
-€ I exhorted them to read thefe things within in their own natures, 
€ 
¢ 
€ 
€ 
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as well as without: and that, when they read without of the wan- 
dering ftars, they fhould look within, and fee how they have wan- 
dered from the bright and morning ftar. And they fhould con- 
fider, that as the fallow ground in their fields muit be plowed up 
before it would bear feed to them, fo muft the fallow ground of 
their hearts be plowed up before they could bear feed to God. 
All thefe names and things I fhewed were fpoken of and to man 
and woman, fince they fell from the image of God; but as they 
come to be renewed again into the image of God, they come out 
of the natures of thefe things, and fo out of the names thereof.’ 
Many more fuch thinys were declared to them, and they were turned 
to the light of Chrift, by which they might come to know and re~ 
ceive him, and might witnefs him to be their fubftance, their way, 
their falvation and true teacher. Many were convinced at that 
time. 

After I had travelled up and down in thofe countries, having great Swarthmore: 
_ meetings, I came to Swarthmore again; and when I had vifited. 

_ friends a while in thofe parts, I heard of a great meeting the priefts 
were to have at Ulverftoné on a lecture-day. I went to it, and into Ulvertton, 
the fteeple-houfe in the dread and power of the Lord.. When the 
prieft had done, I fpoke among them the word of the Lord, which 
was as an hammer, and as a fire amongft them. And though Lampitt, 
the prieft of the place, had been at variance with moft of the priefts 
before, yet againft the truth they all joined together. But the 
mighty power of the Lord was overall; and fo wonderful was the 
appearance thereof, that prieft Bennet faid, «*« The church fhook ;” 
infomuch that he was afraid, and trembled. And after he had 
fpoken a few confufed words, he haftened out for fear the fteeple- 
houfe would fall on his head. There were many priefts got together, 
but they had no power as yet to perfecute. 

When I had cleared my confcience amongft them, I went to Swarth- 
more again. Thither came four or five of the priefts. In difcourfe, 
I afked them, «* Whether any one of them could fay, he ever had 
«« the word of the Lord to go and {peak to fuch or fuch a peor . 
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None of them durft fay he had ; but one of them burft into a 
paffion, and faid, ‘* He could fpeak his experiences’ as well as I.” 
I told him, experience was one thing; but to receive and go witha 


-meflage, and to have a word from the Lord as the prophets and 


apoftles had, and as I had had to them, was another thing. And 
therefore I put it to them again ; “* Could any one of them fay, he 
«© ever had a command or word from the Lord immediately at 
‘“* any time?” But none of them could fay fo. Then I told them, 
The falfe prophets, falfe apoftles, and antichrifts, could ufe the words 
ef the true prophets, true apoftles, and of Chrift, and would fpeak. 
ef other men’s experiences, though themfelves never knew nor heard 
the voice of God and Chrift: and. fuch as they might get the good 
words and experiences of others. This puzzled them much, and 
Jaid them open. For at another time, when I was difcourfing with 
feveral priefts at judge Fell’s houfe, and he was by, I afked them the 
fame queftion, ‘‘ Whether any of them ever heard the voice of God. 
« or Chrift, to bid him go to fuch or fuch a people, to declare his 
“* word or meflage unto them !’” for any one, I told them, that could 
but read, might declare the experiences of the prophets and apoftles, 
which were recorded in the fcriptures. Hereypon Thomas Taylor, 
an ancient prieft, did ingenuoufly confefs before judge Fell, « That 
« he had never heard the voice of God, nor of Chrift, to fend him 
“« to any people ; but he fpoke his experiences, and the experiences 
‘¢ of the faints in former ages, and that he preached.” This very 
much confirmed judge Fell in the perfuafion, “ That the prieits 
«© were wrong ;” for he had thought formerly, as the generality of 
people then did, « ‘Fhat they were fent from God.” 

Thomas Taylor was convinced at this time,- and travelled with me 
into Weftmoreland. Coming to Crofland fteeple-houfe, we found 
the people gathered ; and the Lord opened Thomas Taylor’s mouth 
(though he was convinced but the a before) fo that he declared 
amongft them, “* How he had been before he was convinced,” ‘and, 
like the good fcribe converted to the kingdom, he brought forth 
things new and old to the people, and fhewed them, “ how the 
« priefts were out of the way:” which fretted the prieft. Some 
little difcourfe I had with them, but they fled away; and a precious 
meeting there was, wherein the Lord’s power was over all, and the 
people were directed to the Spirit of God, by which they might 
eome to know God and Chrift, and to underftand the {Criptures. 
aright. After this I paffed on, vifiting friends, and had very large 
meetings in Weftmoreland. an 

Now began the priefts to rage more and more, and as muchas they 
could to ftir up perfecution. James Nayler and Francis Howgill 
were caft into prifon in Appleby gaol, at the inftigation of the ma- 
licious priefts ; fome of whom prophefied, «* That within a month 
* we fhould be all fcattered again, and come to nothing.” But 
bleffed for ever be the worthy name of the Lord, his work 
went on and profpered; for about this time John Audland, 


Francis Howgill, fohn Camm, Edward Burrough, Richard Hub- 


berthorn, Miles Hubberfty, and Miles Halhead, with feveral 


others, being endued with power from on high, came forth in the 
4 work 
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work of the miniftry, and approved themfelves faithful labourets — 1652. 
therein ; travelling up and down, and preaching the gofpel freely ; Bs” Rae 
by means whereof multitudes were convinced, and many effectually land. 
turned to the Lord. Amongft thefe, Chriftopher Taylor was one; 
brother to Thomas Taylor before-mentioned, who had been preacher 
to a people as well as his brother; but after they had received the 
knowledge of the truth, they foon came into obedience thereunto, 
and left their preaching for hire or rewards ; and having received a 
part of the miniftry of the gofpel, they preached Chrift freely, being 
often fent by the Lord to declare his word in fteeple-houfes and 
markets, and great fufferers they were. 

After I had vifited friends in Weftmoreland, I returned into Lan- Lancahhire: 
cafhire, and went to Ulverftone, where Lampitt was prieft ; who Ulvertone, 
though he had preached ‘of a people that fhould own the teachings 
of God, and had faid, ** That men and women fhould come and de= 
«* clare the pofpel ;” yet when it came to be fulfilled, he perfecuted 
both it and them. To this prieft’s houfe I went, where abundance’ 
of priefts and profeffors were got together after their lecture, with 
whom I had great difputings concerning Chrift and the fcriptures ; 
for they were loth to let their trade go down, which they made of 
preaching Chrifts, the apoftles, and prophets words. But the 
Lord’s power went over the heads of them all, and his word of life 
was held forth amongft them ; tho’ many of them were exceeding 
envious and devilifh. Yet after this, many priefts and profeffors 
came to me from far and near. ‘Thofe that were innocent and fimple- 
minded were fatisfied, and went away refrefhed; but the fat and 
. full were fed with judgment, and fent away empty: for that was the 
word of the Lord to be divided to them. ” 

_ When meetings were fet up, and we met in ptivate houfes, 
Lampitt began to rage. He faid, «‘ We forfook the temple, and 
‘© went to Jeroboam’s calves houfes.” So many profeflors began to 
fee how he was declined from that which he had formerly held and 
preached. Hereupon the cafe of Jeroboam’s calves was opened to 
the profeffors, priefts, and people. It was manifefted unto them, 
‘ That their houfes (called churches) were more like Jeroboam’s 
calves houfes, even the old mafs houfes, which were fet up in the 
darknefs of popery, which they who called themfelves proteftants, 
and profefied to be more enlightened than the papifts, did ftill 
hold up, altho’ God had never commanded them; whereas that 
temple, which God had commanded at Jerufalem, Chrift came to 
end the fervice of ; and thofe that received and believed in him, 
their bodies came to be the temples of God, of Chrift, and of the 
Holy Ghoft, to dwell in them, and to walk in them. And fuch 
were gathered into the name of Jefus, whofe Name is above 
every name, and there is no falvation by any other name under the 
whole heaven but by the name of Jefus. And they that were 
thus gathered met together in feveral dwelling-houfes, which were 
not called the temple nor the church; but their bodies were the 
temples of God, and the believers were the church which Chrift 
was the head of. So that Chrift was not called the head of an 


old houfe, which was made by mens hands, neither did he come 
- U © to 


a “ n a n nv n n non n n al A a na 


78 ' "GEORGE BO X's JrO.U R NAG: 
1652. ¢ to purchafe, janctify, and redeem with his blood an old. honfe, 
a ‘ which they called their church,; but the people, which he is the 
‘ head of.’ Much work I had in thofe days with priefts and péople, 
concerning their old mafs-houfes called churches ; for the priefts 
had perfuaded the people, that they were the houfes of God; 
whereas the apoftle fays, ‘* Whofe houfe we are,” &c. Heb. i..6. 
The people in whom he dwells are God’s houfe. The apoftle faith, 
«¢ Chrift purchafed his church with his own blood ;” and Chrift calls 
his church his fpoufe, his bride, the lamb’s wife: fo that this title 
church and {poufe was not given to an old houfe, but to his people 
the true believers. 
On a lecture-day I was moved to go to the fteeple-houfe at Ulver- 
ftone, where were abundance of profeffors, priefts, and people. 1. 
went near to prieft Lampitt, who was bluftering on in his preaching. 
After the Lord had opened my mouth to {peak, John Sawrey the 
juftice came to me, and faid, “ If I would fpeak according to the 
‘« fcriptures, I fhould fpeak.” I admired at him for {peaking fo to 
me, and told him, ‘“ I would {peak according to the fcriptures, and 
‘“* bring the {criptures to prove what I had to fay; for I had fome- 
*«* thing to fpeak to Lampitt and to them. Then he faid, I fhould 
not fpeak ; contradi¢ting himfelf, who had faid juft before, “ I 
« fhould fpeak, if I would fpeak according to the feriptures.” The 
people were quiet, and heard me gladly, till this juftice Sawrey (who 
was the firft ftirrer up of cruel perfecution in the north) incenfed 
them againft me, and fet them on to~hale, beat, and bruife me. 
But now on a fudden the people were in a rage, and fell upon me in 
the fteeple-houfe before his face, knock’d me. down, kick’d me, 
and trampled upon me. Sogreat was the uproar, that fome tumbled 
over their feats for fear. At laft he came and took me from the peo- 
ple, led me out of the fteeple-houfe, and put me into the hands of 
the conftables and other officers; bidding them whip me, and. put 
me out of the town, They led me about a quarter of a mile, fome 
taking hold by my collar, fome by my arms and fhoulders, who 
fhook and dragged me along. Many friendly people being come to 
the market, and fome to the fteeple-houfe to hear me, divers of 
thefe they knock’d down alfo, and broke their heads, fo that the 
blood ran down from feveral ; and judge Fell’s fon running after to fee 
what they would do with me, they threw him into a ditch of water ; 
fome of them crying, ‘‘ Knock the teeth out of his head.” When 
they had haled me to the common mofs fide, a multitude following, 
the conftables and other officers gave me fome blows over my back 
with their willow rods, and thruft me among the rude multitude ; 
who, having furnifhed themfelves with ftaves, hedge-ftakes, holm 
or holly bufhes, fell upon me, and beat me on my head, arms, and 
fhoulders, till they had deprived me of fenfe ; fo that I fell down up- 
Me pg on the wet common. When I recovered again, and faw myfelf 
fee. gare | d the people ftanding about me, I lay 
ying in a watry Common, an peop S ? ay. 
ftill a little while, and the power of the Lord fprang through me, and 
_ the eternal refrefhings revived me; fo that I ftood up again in the 
ftrengthening power of the eternal God, and ftretching out my arms 
amongit them, I faid, with a loud voice, ** Strike again ; here are 
‘ ec my: 


GEORGE FOX’s JOURNAL, “9 
*¢« my arms, my head, and my cheeks.” There was in the company 1652. 
a mafon, a profeflor, but a rude fellow, who with his walking rule- 5, . 
ftaff gave me a blow with all his might juft over the back of my hand, contr 
as it was ftretched out; with which blow my hand was {0 bruifed, 
and my arm fo benumbed, that I could not draw it to me again; fo 
that fome of the people cried, ‘‘ He hath fpoiled his hand for ever hav- 
*¢ ing the ufe of it any more.” But I looked at it in the love of God 
(for 1 was in the love of God to all that perfecuted me) and after a 
while the Lord’s power {prang through me again, and through my 
hand and arm, fo that in a moment I recovered ftrength in my hand 
and arm in the fight of them all. Then they began to fall out among 
themfelves: fome of them came to me, and faid, If I would give 
them money, they would fecure me from the reft. But I was 
moved of the Lord to declare the word of life, and fhewed them their 
falfe chriftianity,- and the fruits of their prieft’s miniftry ; telling them, 
They were more like heathens and Jews, than true chriftians. Then 
was I moved of the Lord to come up again through the midft of the 
people, and go into Ulverftone market. As I went, there met me a fol- Ulverftone 
dier, with his {word by his fide; “ Sir,” faid he to me, “ 1 fee you are market, 
«aman, and ] am afhamed and grieved that you fhould bé thus abufed ;” 
and offered to affift me in what he could. I told him, The Lord’s power 
was over all, and I walked thro’ the people in the market, none of whom 
had power to touch me then. But fome of the market people abufing 
fome friends in the market, I turned about, and faw this foldier among 
them with his naked rapier; whereupon I ran, and, catching hold of 
the hand his rapier was in, bid him put up his fword again, if he would - 
go along with me: for I was willing to draw him out from the com- 
pany, left {ome mifchief fhould be done. A few days after, feven men 
fell upon this foldier, and beat him cruelly, becaufe he had taken part 
with friends and me. It was the manner of the perfecutors of that coun- 
try, for twenty or forty people to rum upon one man. ‘They fell fo 
upon friends in many places, that they could hardly pafs the highways, 
ftoning, beating, and breaking their heads. When I came to Swarth- Swarthmore, 
more, I found the friends there drefling the heads and hands of friends 
and friendly people, which had been broken or hurt that day by the 
profeffors and hearers of Lampitt. My body and arms were yellow, 
black and blue, with the bruifes I received amongft them. Now be- 
gan the priefts to prophefy again, That within half a year we fhould 
be all put down and gone. 

About two weeks after this, I went into Walney Ifland, and James Watney 
Nayler with me. We ftaid one night at a little town on this fide, Iiland. 
called Cockan, and had a meeting there, where one was convinced. Cockan. 
| After a while came a man with a piftol: whereupon the people ran 
out of doors. He called for me; and when I came to him, he {nap- 
ped his piftol at me; but it would not go off. This caufed the people 
to make a great buftle about him ; and-fome of them took hold of 
him, to prevent his doing mifchief. But I was moved in the Lord’s 
power to fpeak to him ; and he was fo ftruck by divine power, that he 
trembled for fear, and went and hid himfelf. Thus the Lord’s power 
came over them all, though there was a great rage in the country. 
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Next morning I went in a boat to James Lancafter’s. As foon as I 


" came toland, there rufhed out about forty men, with ftaves, clubs, 


and fifhing-poles ; who fell upon me, beating, punching me, and en- 
deavouring to thruft me backward into the fea. When they had thruft 

me almoft into the fea, and I faw they would have knocked me down 
in it, I went up into the middle of them ; but they laid at me again, ’ 
knocked me down, and ftunned me. When I came to myéfelf, I 

looked up and faw James Lancafter’s wife throwing ftones at my face, 

and her hufband lying over me, to keep the ‘blows and ftones from 

me. For the people had perfuaded James’s wife that I had bewitched 

her hufband; and had promifed her, That if fhe would let them know 

when I came thither, they would be my death; and having got know- 

lege of my coming, many of the town rofe up in this manner with 

clubs and ftaves to kill me: but the Lord’s power preferved me, that 

they could not take away my life. At length I got upon my feet, but 

they beat me down again into the boat ; which James Lancafter ob- 

ferving, he prefently came into the boat to me, and fet me over the 

water from them ; but while we were on the water, within their reach, 

they ftruck at us with long poles, and threw ftones after us. - By that 

time we were come to the other fide, we faw them beating James 

Nayler: for whilft they had. been beating me, he walked into a field, 

and they never minded him till I was gone; then they fell upon him, 

and all their cry was, “ Kill him, kill him.” 

When I was come over to the town again, on the other fide of the 
water, the townfmen rofe up with pitchforks, flails, and ftaves, to 
keep me out of the town, crying, “ Kill him, knock him on the 
«« head; bring the cart, and carry him away to the church-yard.” So 
after they had abufed me, they drove me a pretty way out of the 
town, and there left me. Then went James Lancafter again, to look 
after James Nayler ; and I being now left alone, went to a ditch; and 
having wafhed myfelf, walked about three miles to Thomas Hutton’s, 
where lodged Thomas Lawfon, the prieft that was convinced. When 
I came in, I could hardly fpeak to them, I was fo bruifed; only E> 
told them where I left James Nayler. Whereupon they took each of 
them a horfe, and went and brought him thither that night. The 
next day Margaret Fell hearing of it, fent an horfe for me; but fo fore 
I was with bruifes, that I was not able to bear the fhaking of the horfe 
without much pain. When I was come to Swarthmore, juftice Sawrey 
and juftice Thompfon of Lancafter granted a warrant againft me; but 
judge Fell coming home, it was not ferved upon me: for he was out 
of the country all this time that I was thus cruelly abufed. When he 
came home, he fent warrants into the ifle of Walney, to apprehend 
all thofe riotous perfons ; whereupon fome of them fled the country. 
James Lancafter’s wife was afterwards convinced of the truth, and re- 
pented of the evil fhe had done me; and fo did fome others of thofe. 
bitter perfecutors alfo; but the judgments of God fell upon fome, 
and deftruction is come upon many of them fince. Judge Fell defired 
me to give him a relation of my perfecution ; but I told him, They could 
do no otherwife in the {pirit wherein they were; and that they ma- 
nifefted the fruits of their prieft’s miniftry, and their profeffion and re- 
ligion to be wrong. So he told his wife-I made nothing of it; and 

| that 
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that I fpake of it as a man that had not been concerned: for indeed 1452. 
the Lord’s power healed me again. ete 
After I was recovered, I went to Yelland, where was a great meet- Yelland. © 
ing. In the evening came a prieft to the houfe, with a piftol in_ his 
- hand, under pretence to light a pipe of tobacco. The maid of the 
houfe feeing the piftol, told her mafter: who thereupon, clapping his 
hands on both the door-pofts, told him, He fhould not come in there. 
While he ftood there, keeping the door way, he looked up, and {pied 
over the wall a company of men coming, fome armed with ftaves, and 
one with a mufket. But the Lord prevented their bloody defign; fo 
thatfeeing themf{elves difcovered, they went their way, and did no 
harm. 

The time for the feffions at Lancafter being come, I went thither Lancafter. 
with judge Fell ; who on the way told me, He never had fuch a matter 
brought before him, and could not well tell what to do in the bufinefs. 

I anfwered when Paul was brought before the rulers, and the Jews 
and priefts came down to accufe him, and laid many falfe things to 
his charge, Paul ftood ftill all that while. When they had done, Feftus 
the governor and king Agrippa beckoned to him to fpeak for himfelf ; 
which Paul did, and cleared himfelf of all thofe accufations: fo he 
might do by me. Being come to Lancafter, and juftice Sawrey and 
juftice Thompfon having granted a warrant to apprehend me, though Lancafter 
I was not apprehended by it, yet hearing of it, I appeared at the feftions. 
feffions ; where there appeared againft me about forty priefts. Thefe 
had chofen one Marfhal, a prieft of Lancafter, to be their orator ; and 
had provided one young prieft and two priefts fons to bear witnefs 
againft me, who had fworn beforehand that I had fpoken blafphemy. 
When the juftices were fet, they heard all that the priefts and their 
witnefles could fay and charge againft me; their orator Marthal fitting 
by, and.explaining their fayings for them; but the witnefles were fo 
confounded, that they difcovered themfelves to be falfe witnefles. For 
when the court had examined one of them upon oath, and then began 
to examine another of them, he was at fuch a lofs, he could not an- 
{wer directly; but faid, The other could fay it. Which made the juf- 
tices fay to him, ‘** Have you {worn it, and given it in already upon 
“ oath, and now fay, that he can fay it? It feems, you did not 
“«¢ héar thofe words fpoken yourfelf, though you have {worn it?” 
There were then in court feveral who had been at that meeting, 
wherein the witnefles {wore I {poke thofe blafphemous words which 
the priefts accufed.me of ; and thefe, being men of integrity and re- 
putation in the country, did declare and affirm in court, ‘That the 
oath; which the witnefles had taken againft me, was altogether falfe ; 
and that no fuch words as they had {worn againft me were {poken by 
me at that meeting. Indeed, moft of the ferious men of that fide of 
the country, then at the feflions, had been at that meeting, and had 
heard me both at that and other meetings alfo.. This was taken no- 
tice of by colonel! Weft, who being a juftice of the peace, was then 
upon the bench; and having long been weak in body, blefied the 
Lord, and faid, The Lord had healed him that day ; adding, That 
he never faw fo many fober people and good faces together in all his 
life. Then turning himfelf to me, he faid in the open feflions, « ee | 
x ses 
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“ if thou haft any thing to fay to the people, thou mayeft freely de-" 


“ clare it.” I was moved of the Lord to fpeak: and as foon as I 
began, prieft Marfhal, the orator for the reft of the priefts, went his 
way. ‘That which I was moved to declare, was this: ‘* That the 
“ holy fcriptures were given forth by the Spirit of God ; and all people 
“« mutt firft come to the Spirit of God in themfelves, by which they 
“¢ might know God and Chrift, of whom the prophets and apoftles 
learnt; and by the fame Spirit know the holy {criptures ; for as the 
Spirit of God was in them that gave forth the {criptures, fo the fame 
Spirit muft be in all them that come to underftand the {criptures. 
By which Spirit they. might have fellowfhip with the Father, with 
the Son, with the fcriptures, and with one another : and without this. 
“« Spirit they can know neither God, Chrift, nor the fcriptures, nor 
«« have a right fellowfhip one with another.” I had no fooner fpoken 


(24 


thefe words, but about half a dozen priefts, that ftood behind me, 


burft into a paflion. One of them, whofe name was Jackus, amongft 
other. things that he fpake againft the truth, faid, That the Spirit. 
and the letter were infeparable. I replied, ‘* Then every one that 
‘« hath the letter, hath the Spirit; and they might buy the Spirit with ' 
*¢ the letter of the fcriptures.” This plain difcovery of darknefs in the 
prieft moved judge Fell and colonel Weft to reprove them openly, and 
tell them, That according to that pofition, they might carry the Spirit 
in their pockets, as they did the feriptures. Upon this, the priefts, 
being confounded and put to filence, rufhed out in a rage againft the 
juftices, becaufe they could not have their bloody ends upon me. The 
juftices, feeing ‘the witneffes did not agree, and perceiving they were . 
brought to anfwer the priefts envy, and finding that all their evidences 
were not fufficient in law to make good their charge againft me, dif- 
charged me. And after judge Feli had fpoken to juftice Sawrey and 
juftice Thompfon concerning the warrant they had given forth againft 
me, and fhewing them the errors thereof, he and colonel Weft granted 
a {uperfedeas to {top the execution of it. Thus I was cleared in open - 
fefhions of thofe lying accufations which the malicious priefts had laid to 
my charge: and multitudes of people praifed God that day, for it was 
ajoyful day tomany. Juftice Benfon of Weftmorland was convinced ; 
and major Ripan, mayor of the town of Lancafter, alfo. It wasa day 
of everlafting falvation to hundreds of people: for the Lord Jefus 
Chrift, the way to the Father, the free Teacher, was exalted and fet 
up his everlafting gofpel was preached, and the word of eternal life 
was declared over the heads of the priefts, and all fuch lucrative 
preachers, For the Lord opened many mouths that day to fpeak his 
word to the priefts, and feveral friendly people and profeflors reproved 
them in their inns, and in.the ftreets, fo that they fell, like an old 
rotten houfe: and the cry was among the people, That the Quakers 
had got the day, and the priefts were fallen. Many were convinced 
that day, amongft whom Thomas Briggs was one, who before had 
been fo averfe to friends and truth, that difcourfing with John Lawfon, 
a friend, concerning perfection, Thomas faid to him, ‘‘ Doft thou hold 
** perfection ?” and lift up his hand, to have given the friend’ a box 
on the ear. But Thomas, being convinced of the truth that day, de- 
meh . clared 
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- elared againft his own prieft Jackus; and afterwards became a faithful 


minifter of the gofpel, and ftood fo to the end of his days. 
When the feffions were over, James Nayler, who was prefent, feflions. 
gave-a brief account of the proceedings thereof in a letter, which 
foon after he wrote to friends, and is here added for the reader’s fur- 
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: ther fatisfaction : 


1B ses friends and brethren in the Lord Jefus Chrift, my dear 

love unto you all, defiring you may be kept ftedfaft in the 
Lord Jefus Chrift, and in the power of his love, boldly to witnefs 
forth the truth, as it is revealed in you by the mighty working of 
the Father: to him alone be everlafting praife and honour for ever- 
more! Dear friends, the Lord doth much manifeft his love and 
power in thefe parts. The fecond day of the laft week my brother 
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George and I were at Lancafter. ‘There were abundance of friends — 


“ from all parts; and a great many who fided with the priefts, giv- 


ing out, They now hoped to fee a ftop put to that great work 
which had gone on fo faft, and with fuch power, that their king- 
dom is much fhaken. We were called before judge Fell, colonel 
Welt, juftice Sawrey, &c. to anfwer what was charged againtft 
George. ‘There were three witneffes to eight particulars, but they 
were much confufed in themfelves ; which gave much light to the 
truth: whereby the juftices did plainly fee, that it was envy ; and 


-* they divers times told them fo. One of the witneffes was a young 


prieft, who confeffed, He had not meddled, had not another prieft 


fent for him, and fet him on work. ‘The other witneffes were 


two priefts fons. It was proved there by many, that heard one of 
them fay, If he had power, he would make George deny his pro- 
feffion, and that he would take away his life. This was a fingle 
witnefs to one of the greateft untruths charged againft George. The 
juftices told him, They faw, becaufe he could not take away his 
life, he went about to take away his liberty. There was one 
prieft chofen out of the whole number, as an orator, to plead 
againft us ; who fpared no pains to fhew his envy againft the truth : 
and when he could not prevail, he went down in a rage ; and there 
came a number of them into the room, among whom was one Jackus. 


* George was then fpeaking in the room (one of the judges having 


withed, if he had any thing to fay, that he would {peak :) at which 
prieft Jackus was in fuch a rage, that he brake forth into many high 
expreffions againft the truth {fpoken by my dear brother George ; 
amongft which this was one, That the letter and the Spirit were 
infeparable. Hereupon the juftices ftood up, and bid him prove 
that, before he went any further. Then he feeing himfelf caught, 
would have denied it; and when he could not get off fo, the reft of 
the priefts would have helped him to-a meaning for his words : but 
the juftices would admit no other meaning than the plain fenfe of the 
words, and told him, He had laid down a pofition, and it was fit he 
fhould prove it ; prefling the matter clofe upon him. Whereupon the 
priefts, being put to filence, went down in a greater rage than be- 
fore; and fome of them, after they were gone down, being afked 
what they had done, lyed, and faid, They could not get into the 


room: thereby to hide their fhame, and keep the people in blind- 
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nefs. The juftices, judge Fell, and colonel Weft, were much con-. 
vinced of the truth, and did fet up juftice and equity ; and have 
much filenced the rage of the people. Many bitter {pirits were at 
Lancafter, to fee the event ; but went home, and cried, The priefts 
had loft the day. Everlafting praifes be to him who fought the 
battle for us, who is our King for ever! ‘There were others called, 
who the witneffes confeffed were in the room when the things 
charged on George were faid to have been fpoken; but they all, 
as one man, denied that any fuch words were fpoken: which gave 
much light to the juftices, and they durft rely on what they wit- 
nefled ; for they faid, they knew many of them to be honeit mien. 
There was a warrant granted again{t us at Appleby; but juftice 
Benfon told them it was not according to law ; and fo it ceafed. 
I hear he is a faithful man to the truth. The prieits began to 
preach againtt the juftices, and faid, They were not to meddle in 
thefe things, but to end controverfy betwixt neighbour and neigh- 
bour. They are not pleafed with the law, becaufe it is not in the 
ftatute to imprifon us, as the prieft that pleaded againft us faid. 
The juftices bid him go put it into the ftatute, if he could ; he faid, 
It fhould want no will of his. They are much afraid that they fhall — 
lofe all. They are much difcontented in thefe parts ; and fome of 
them cry, ‘“ All is gone.” Dear friends, dwell in patience, and 
wait upon the Lord, who will do his own work. Look not at 
man, in the work; nor at man, who oppofeth the work: but reft 
in the will of the Lord, that fo ye may be furnifhed with patience _ 
both to do and to fuffer what ye fhall be called unto; that your 
end in all things may be his praife. Take up his crofs freely, 
which keeps low the flefhly man; that Chrift may be fet up and 
‘honoured in all things, the light. advanced in you, and the judg- 
ment fet up, which muft give fentence againft all that oppofeth the 
truth ; that the captivity may be led captive, and the prifoner fet 
free to feck the Lord; that righteoufnefs may rule in you, and 
peace and joy may dwell in you, wherein confifteth the kingdom 
of the Father; to whom be all praife for ever! Dear friends, meet 
often together ; take heed of what exalteth itfelf above its brother ; 
keep low, and ferve one another in love for the Lord’s fake. Let 
all friends know how it is with us, that God may have the praife 
of all’ 
‘ Written from Kellet, the 30th Day | pee 
‘ of the 8th month, 1652.’ . 


At this time I was in a faft, and was not to eat until this work cf 
God, which then lay weighty upon me, was accomplifhed. But 
the Lord’s power was wonderfully exalted, and he gave truth 
and friends dominion therein over all. His glory was freely 
preached that day, over the heads of about forty hireling prietts. 
I ftaid two or three days afterwards in Lancafter, and had fome 
meetings there. The rude and bafer fort of people plotted together 
to have drawn me out of the houfe, and to have thrown me over 
Lancafter Bridge, but the Lord prevented them. Then they invented | 
another mifchief, which was this: After a meeting at Lancafter, 

3 | they 
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they brought down a diftracted man, and another with him, having | 1652. 
bundles of birchen rods, bound together like befoms, with which heh ay 
they fhould have whipped me: but I was moved to fpeak to them feifions. 
in the Lord’s mighty power, which chained down the diftraéted 
man, and the other alfo; and made them calm and quiet. Then I 
bid him throw his rods into the fire, and burn them; which he did. 
Thus the Lord’s power being over them, they departed quietly. 
_ The ptiefts, fretting to fee themfelves overthrown at the f{effions Lancafter 
at Lancafter, got fome of the envious juftices to join with them; and a 
at the following aflize at Lancafter informed judge Windham againft 
me. Whereupon the judge made a fpeech again{ft me in open court; 
and commanded colonel Welt, who was clerk of the affize, to iffue 
a warrant for the apprehending of me; but» colonel Weft told the 
judge of my innocence, and {poke boldly in my defence. Yet the 
judge commanded him again, either to write a warrant, or go from 
his feat. Then he told the judge plainly, that he would not do it; 
but that he would offer up all his eftate, and his body alfo for me. 
Thus he ftopped the judge, and the Lord’s power came over all; fo 
that the priefts and juftices could not get their envy executed. The 
fame night I came into Lancafter, it being the aflize-time: and, 
hearing of a warrant to be given out againft me, I judged it better 
to fhew myfelf openly, than for my adverfaries to {eek me. So I 
went to judge Feil’s and colonel Weft’s chambers. As foon as I came 
in, they fmiled on me; and colonel Weft faid, ** What!are you 
“ come into the dragon’s mouth?” JI ftaid till the judge went out 
of town; and I walked up and down the town, but no one meddled 
with me, nor queftioned me. Thus the Lord’s bleffed power, which 
is over all, carried me through ‘and over this exercife, gave dominion 
over his enemies, and enabled me to go on in his glorious work and 
fervice for his great name's fake. For though the beaft maketh war 
again{t the faints, yet the Lamb hath got and will get the victory. 
From Lancafter I returned to Robert Withers’s. From thence J Meeting at 
_ went to Thomas Leper’s, and a very bleffed meeting we had there; Sa lagge 
after which, I walked in the evening to Robert Withers’s again. No 
fooner was I gone, but there came a company of difguifed men to 
Thomas Leper’s with {words and piftols ; who fuddenly entering the 
houfe, put out the candles, and fwung their {words about amongit 
the people of the houfe, fo that they were fain to hold up the chairs 
before them, to fave themfelves from being cut and wounded. At 
length they drove all the people out, and then fearched the houfe for 
me, who it feems was the only perfon they looked for. They had 
laid wait before in the highway, by which I fhould have gone if I 
had rid to Robert Withers’s, and not meeting with me on the way, 
they thought to have found me in the houfe, but the Lord prevented 
them. Soon after I came to Robert Withers’s, fome friends from 
- the town where Thomas Leper lived gave us a relation of this wicked 
-attempt ; and were afraid left they fhould come and fearch Robert 
- Withers’s houfe alfo for me; and do me a mifchief ; but the Lord 
reftrained them, that they came not. Thefe men were in difguife, 
yet friends perceived fome of them were Frenchmen, and fuppofed 
them to be feryants belonging to one called Sir Robert Bindlas: for 
Weitowes - S ed j fome 
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fome of them had faid, in their nation they ufed to tie the pro= 
teftants tq trees, and whip and deftroy them. His fervants oftert 
abufed friends, both in, and going to and from their meetings. They 
once took Richard Hubberthorn and feveral others out of the meet= 
ing, carried them a long way into the fields, bound them, and left 
them in the winter feafon. Another time one of his fervants came 
to Francis Fleming’s, and thruft his naked rapier in at the door and 
windows; but a kinfman of Francis Fleming’s, not a friend, came 
with a cudgel, and bid the ferving man put up his rapier; which 
when he would not, but vapoured at him with it, and was rude, he 
knocked him down, took his rapier from him, and, had it not been 
for friends, would have run him through with it. So friends pre- 
ferved his life, that would have deftroyed theirs. — 

From Robert Withers’s I went to vifit juftice Weft, Richard Hub- 
berthorn accompanying me. Not knowing the way, nor the danger 
of the fands, we rode where, we were afterwards told, no man evet 
rode before, {wimming our horfes over a very dangerous place. 
When we were come in, juftice Weft afked us, If we did not fee 
two men riding over the fands? “ I fhall have their cloaths anon,” 
faid he, “* for they. cannot efcape drowning ; and I am the coroner.” 
But when we told him we were the men, he was aftonithed, and 
wondered how we efcaped drowning. Upon this the envious priefts 
and prefeffors raifed a flanderous report, That neither water could 
drown mie, nor could they draw blood of me; and therefore I was 
a witch: indeed, fometimes when they beat me with great: ftaves, 
they did not much draw mye,blood, though they bruifed my body 
very forely. But all thefe flanders were nothing to me with refpect 
to myfelf ; though I was concerned on the truth’s behalf, which I 
faw they endeavoured by thefe means to prejudice people againft ; for 
I confidered that their forefathers, the apoftate Jews, called the matter 
of the houfe Beelzebub ; and thefe apoftate chriftians from the life 
and power of God could do no lefs. to his feed. But the Lord’s 
power carried me over their flanderous tongues, and their bloody: 
murderous fpirits ; who had the ground of witchcraft in themfelves, 
which kept them from coming to God and to Chrift. «_ 

Having vifited juflice Weft, I went to Swarthmore, vifiting friends, 
and the Lord’s power was over all the perfecutors there. “I was 
moved to write letters to the magiftrates, priefts, and profeffors there- 
abouts, who had raifed perfecution before. That to juftice Sawrey 
was after this manner: , 


« Friend, . 

HOU waft the firft beginner of all the perfecution in the north.. 
hou waft the beginner and maker of the people tumultuous. 
Thou watt the firft ftirrer of them up againft the righteous feed, 
and againft the truth of God; the firft ftrengthener of the hands 
of evil-doers againft the innocent and harmlefs: and thou thalt not 
profper. Thou waft the firft ftirrer up of ftrikers, ftoners, perfe- 
cutors, ftockers, mockers, and imprifoners in the north, and of 
* revilers, flanderers, railers, and falfe accufers. ‘This was thy work ; 
‘ this thou ftirredft up. So thy fruits declare thy {pirit.. Inftead of 
2 ‘Ms © flirring 
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ftirring up the pure mind in people, thou haft ftirred up the wicked, 1652: 
malicious, and envious; and taken hand with the wicked. Thou 5 tad 
haft made the people’s minds envious up and down the country : . 
this was thy work. But God hath fhortened thy days, limited and 
fet thy bounds, broken thy jaws, difcovered thy religion to the 
* fimple and babes, and brought thy deeds to-light) How is thy ha- 
bitation fallen, and become the habitation of devils! How is thy 
* beauty loft, and thy glory withered! How ha(t thou {hewed thy evil, 
that thou haft {erved God but with thy lips, and thy heart far from 
* him, and thou in the hypocrify! How hath the form of thy teaching 
difcovered itfelf to be the mark of the falfe prophets, whofe fruit declares 
itfelf! for by their fruits they are known. How are the wife men 
turned backward! View thy ways; take notice with whom thou hatt 
taken part. That of God in thyconfcience will tell thee. The Ancient 
of days will reprove thee; How hath thy zeal appeared to be the blind 
zeal of a perfecutor, which Chrift and his apoftles forbad Chriftians to 
follow ! How haft thou ftrengthened the hands of evil-doers, and been 
a praife to them, and not to thofe that do well! How like a madman 
¢ and a blind man didft thou turn thy {word backward againft the 
faints, againft whom there is no law !' How wilt thou be gnawed and 
burned one day, when thou fhalt feel the flame, and have the plagues 
of God poured upon thee, and thou begin to gnaw thy tongue for 
pain, becaufe of the plagues! Thou fhalt have thy reward according 
to thy works, Thou canft not efcape; the Lord’s righteous judg- 
ment will find thee out, and the witnels of God in thy confcience 
fhall anfwer it. How haft thou caufed the heathen to blafpheme, 
gone with the multitude to do evil, and joined hand in hand with the 
wicked ! How is thy latter end worfe than thy beginning, who art 
come with the dog to bite, and art turned as a wolf to devour the 
lambs ! How haft thou difcovered thyfelf to be a man more fit to be 
kept in a place to be nurtured, than to be fet in a place to nurture ! 
* How waft thou exalted and puffed up with pride! And.now art thou 
fallen down with fhame, that thou comeft to be covered with that 
which thou ftirred{t up and broughteft forth. Let not John Sawrey 
take the words of God into his mouth till he be reformed: let him 
not take his name into his mouth, till he depart from iniquity. Let. 
not him and his teacher make a profeflion of the faints words, ex- 
cept they intend to proclaim themfelves hypocrites, whofe lives are 
fo contrary to the lives of the faints; whofe church hath made itfelf 
manifeft to be a cage of unclean birds. You having a form of god- 
linefs, but not the power, have made them that are in the power 
your derifion,; your by-word, andvyour talk at your feafts, hy ill 
favour, John Sawrey, the country about have {melled, and of thy 
unchriftian carriage all that fear God have been afhamed; and to 
them thou haft been a grief: in the day of account thou fhalt know 
it, even in the day of thy condemnation. ‘Thou waft mounted up, 
and hadft fet thy neft on high, but never got higher than the fowls 
of the air. Now thou art run among the beafts of prey, and art 
fallen into the earth ; fo that earthlinefs and covetoufnefs have fwal- 
lowed thee up. ‘Thy conceitednefs would not carry thee through, 
© in whom.was found the felfifh principle which hath blinded thine 
| aPy « eye, 
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‘eye. Thy back mutt be bowed down always ; for thy table. is al- 


‘ ready become thy {nare. 


G. Be, 


This juftice Sawrey, who was the firft Soran in. that pe a 


was afterwards drowned... 
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I wrote alfo to William Lampitt, the prieft of Ulverftone, thus: 


ae H E word of the Lord to thee, O Lampitt ! A deceiver, fur- 
feited and drunk with the earthly {pirit, rambling up and down 
in the {criptures, and blending thy {pirit amongft the faints con- 
ditions; who hadft a prophecy, as thy father Balaam had, but art 
erred from it, as thy father did. One whofe fruit hath withered 
(of which Iam a witne(s) and many who have known ‘thy fruit 
have feen the end of it, that it is withered; and do fee where 
thou art, in the blind world, a blind leader of the blind ; as a beaft 
wallowing and tumbling in the earth, and in the luft; one that 
is erred from the Spirit of the Lord, of old ordained to condem- 
nation. Thou art in the feat of the pharifees, art called of men 
matter, ftandeft praying in the fynagogues, and haft the chief feat. 
in the aflemblies ; a right hypocrite in the fteps of the pharifees, 
and in the way of thy fathers, the hypocrites, which our Lord 
Jefus Chrift cried woe againft. Such with thelight thou art feen to 
be, and by the light art comprehended; which is they condemna- 
tion who hateft it, and will be fo eternally except thou repent. To. 
thee this is the word of God ; for in Chrift’s way thou art not, but. 
in that of the Pharifees, as thou mayeft read, Mat. xxiii. Allthat, 
own Chrift’s words may fee thee there. Chrift, who died at Jeru-. 
falem, cried woe again{t fuch as thou art; and Chrift is the fame 
yefterday, to-day, and for ever. The woe remains upon thee, and: 
from under it thou canft never come, but through judgment, con- 
demnation, and true repentance. To thee this is the word of. 
God. To that of God in thy confcience I fpeak, which will 
witnef{s the truth of what I write, and will condemn thee. When 


thou art in thy torment (though now thou fwelleft in thy vanity, 


and liveft in wickednefs) remember thou waft warned in thy life- 
time. When the-eternal condemnation is ftretched over ghee,’ thou 
fhalt witnefs this to be the word of the Lord God unto thee, and if, 
ever thiné eye fhould fee repentance, thou wilt witnefs me to have 
been a friend: of thy foul. 
G. FY 


. Having thus cleared my confcience to the juftice and the prieft of 


Ulverftone, it was upon me to fend this warning, in writing to the 
gy = of Ulverftone in general. o* 


ys Gases O people ! ! who ate within the’parith of Ulverftone, 
I was moved of the Lord to come into your publick places to 


‘ {peak among you, being fent of God to direct your minds to him,, 
é thi you might know where to find your teacher ; “1 phat your minds. 
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might be ftayed alone upon God; and you might not gad abroad 652. _ 
without you for a teacher ; for the Lord alone will teach his peo- 
ple; he is coming to teach them, and to gather his people from 
idols temples, and from the cuftomary worfhips which all the world, 
is trained up in: God hath given to every one of you a meafure of 
his Spirit according to your capacity ; Liars; drunkards, whore- 
mongers, and thieves, and who follow filthy pleafures, you all have 
this meafuré in you. This is the meafure of the Spirit of God, 
that fhews you fin, evil; and deceit; which lets you fee lying is 
fin; theft, drunkennefs; and uncleannefs, to be the works of 
darknefs. Therefore mind your meafure (for mothing that is un+ 
clean fhall enter into the kingdom of God) and prize your time 
while you have it, left the time come that you will fay, with 
forrow, we had time but it is pafts. Oh! why will ye die! Why. 
will ye chufe your own ways! Why will ye follow the courfe of 
the world ! Why will ye follow envy, malice, driunkennefs, and 
foolifh pleafures! Know ye not in your confciences, that all thefe 
are evil and fin? and that fuch as act thefe things fhall never enter 
into the kingdom of God? Oh! that ye would confider and fee 
how, you have {pent your time, and mind how ye fpend your time, 
and obferve whom ye ferve ; for the wages of fin is death. Donot 
ye know, that whatfoever is more than yea and nay cometh of 
evil? Oh! yedrunkards, who live in drunkennefs, do ye think to 
efcape the fire, the judgment of God? Though ye {well in venom, 
and live in luft for a while, yet God will find you out, and bring 
you to judgment. Therefore love the light which Chrift hath en- 
lightened you withal, who faith, I am the light of the world, and 
who enlightens every one that cometh into the world. One loves 
the light, and brings his works to the light, and there is no occa- 
fion at all of ‘ftumbling: the other hates the light, becaufe his 
deeds are evil, and the light will reprove him. Thou that hatett 
this light, thou haft it. Thou knoweit, lying is evil, drunkennefs is’ ° 
evil, {wearing is evil, whoredom, thefts all ungodlinefs, and un- 
righteoutnefs, are evil. Chrift Jefus hath given thee light enough 
to let thee fee thefe are evil. This light, if thou loveft it, will 
teach thee holinefs and righteoufnefs, without which none {hall 
fee God ; but if thou hateft this light, it is. thy condemnation. 
Thus are Chrift’s words found to be true, and fulfilled among 
you. You that hate this light fet up hirelings and idols temples, 
and fuch priefts as bear rule by their means; fuch fhepherds as 
hold up fuch things, fuch as are called of men matters and have 
the chiefeft place in the affemblies, whom Chrift cried woe 
againit, - Mat. xxiii. fuch as go in the way of Cain, in envy, and 
after the erro of Balaam for wages, gifts, and rewards, thefe 
have been your teachers, and thefe you have held up. But thofe 
_ who love the light are taught of God, and the Lord is coming to 
teach his people himfelf, and to gather his from the hirelings; 
from fuch as feek for their gain from their quarter, and from fuch 
as bear rule by their means. The Lord is opening the eyes of 
people, that they fhall fee fuch as bear rule overthem. Bat all; 
whofe eyes are fhut,. are fuch as the prophet {poke of, « That have 
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fore, poor people, as ye love your own fouls, confider the love of 
God to your fouls while ye have time, and do not turn the grace of 
God into wantonnefs. That which fhews you ungodlinefs and 
worldly lufts fhould and would be your teacher; if you would 
hearken to it; for the faints of old witneffed the grace of..God to 
be their teacher, which taught them to live foberly and godly in 
this prefent world. You that are not fober, this grace of God 
hath appeared unto you; but you turn it into wantonnefs,; and fet 
up teachers without you, who are not fober, not holy, not godly. 
Here you are left without excufe, when the righteous judgment of 
God fhall be revealed upon all who live ungodlily. Therefore to 
the light in you I fpeak ; and when the book of confcience fhall 
come to be opened, then fhall you witnefs what I fay to be true, 


-and you all fhall be judged out of it. God Almighty dire& your 
-minds (fuch of you efpecially as love honefty and fincerity) that 


you may receive mercy in the time of need. Your teacher is with- 
in you; look not forth :. it will teach you both lying in bed, and 
going abroad, to fhun all occafion of fin and evil. 

Gre 


As the foregoing was directed to all the inhabitants of Ulverftone 


in general, fo it was upon me to write to thofe more particularly that 
mott conftantly followed W. Lampitt. To thefe I wrote after this 
manner : ! 
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T HE word of the Lord God fo all the people that follow prieft 
Lampitt, whois a blind guide. Yeare fuch as are turned from 
the light of Chrift within, which he hath enlightened you withal : 
ye are fuch as follow that which Chrift cried woe againft, that go 
not in Chrift’s way, but in the Pharifees way, as ye may read, 
Mat. xxiii. which our Lord cried woe again{t: He is the fame 
yefterday, to-day, and for ever; but him ye own not while ye 
follow fuch as he cried woe again{t, though ye make a profeffion, 
and Lampitt, your prieft, makes atrade of Chrift’s and the faints 
words, as his fathers, the Pharifees, made a profeffion of the pro- 
phets and of Mofes’s words. Woe was unto them who had not 
the life, fo woe is unto you who have not the life that gave forth 


the fcriptures, as your fruits have made manifeft. For when the 


Lord moved fome to come amongft you, to preach the truth freely, 
you knock’d them down, beat, punched, and haled them out of 
your afiemblies. Such a people ferves thee, O Lampitt, to make 


.a prey upon, and thefe are thy fruits; Oh Me let fhame, fhame 


ftrike thee and you all in the faces, who make a profeffion of 
Chrift’s words, yet are ftoners, ftrikers,,mockers, and fcoffers. 
Let all fee, if this be not a cage of unclean birds; which they who 
had the life of the fcriptures {poke of. Such a company of people’ 
thou deceiveft, feedeft them with thy fancies, makeft a trade: of 
the fcriptures, and takeft them for thy cloak. But thou art mani- — 
feft to all the children of light, for that cloak will not cover thee, 
thy fkirts are feen and thy. nakednefs appears: "The Lord-made one’ _ 
; * te 
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to go naked among you, 4 figure of thy nakednefs, and of your 1652. 
nakednefs, and as a fign amongit you, before your deftruction g~,.hmore, 
cometh ; that you might fee you were naked, and not covered 
with the truth. ‘To the light in all your confciences I fpeak, 
which Chrift Jefus doth enlighten you withal. It will thew you 
the time you have fpent, and all the evil you have done in that 
time, who follow fuch a teacher, that acts contrary to this light, 
and leads you into the ditch. When you are in the ditch to- 
gether; both teacher and people, remember ye were warned in 
your life-time: If ever your eye come to fee repentance, and you 
obey the light of Jefus Chrift in you, you will witnefs me to have 
been a friend of your fouls, and that I have fought your eternal 
good, and written this in dear love to you. Then will you own 
your condemnation ; which you mutt all own before you can come 
into that bleffed life, of which there isno end. But ye, who hate 
the light, becaufe your deeds are evil, this light is your condem- 
nation. Oh! that ye would love this light and hearken to it! It 
would teach you, as you walk up and down about your occafions, 
and as you lie upon your beds, and would never let you {peak a 
vain word. In loving it, you love Chrift ; in hating it, you bring 
the condemnation thereof upon yourfelves. To you this is the 
word of God, from under which you ean never pafs, nor ever 
efcape the terror of the Lord in the flate you are in, who hate the 
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Amonett the chief hearers and followers of prieft Lampitt, was 
Adam Sands, a very wicked, falfe man, who would have deftroyed 
the truth and its followers, if he could. To him I was moved to 
write on this wife: 


* Adam Sarids, 
; a Rae the light in thy confcience I appeal, thou child of the devil, 
- thou enemy of righteoufnefs ; the Lord will ftrike thee down, 
© though now for a while in thy wickednefs thou may’ftreign. The 
« plagues of God are due to thee, who hardeneft thyfelf in wicked- 
* nefs againft the pure truth of God.. With the pure truth of God, 
* which thou haft refifted and perfecuted, thou art to be threfhed 
* down, which is eternal, and doth comprehend thee. With the 

-* light which thou defpifeft thou art feen, and it is thy condemna- 
* tion. Thou as one brutifh, thy wife as an hypocrite, and both as 
* murderers of the juft, in that which is eternal are feen and com- 
* prehended ; and your hearts fearched, tried, and condemned by 
* thelight. The light in thy confcience, will witnefs the truth of 
* what I write to thee, and will let thee fee that thou art not born 
© of God, but art out of the truth, in the beaftly nature. If ever thy 
* eye fee repentance, thou wilt witnefs mea friend of thy foul, anda 

i feeker of thy eternal good. we 


This Adam Sands afterwards died miferably. 
. I was 
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I was moved alfo to write to prieft Tatham. 


T HE word of the Lord to thee prieft Tatham, who art found 
out of the doctrine of Chrift ; having the chiefeft place in the 
aflembly, being called of men mafter, and ftanding praying in 
the fynagogue in the fteps of the Pharifees, which our Lord Jefus 
Chrift cried woe againft. In his way thou art not, but in the way — 
of the Scribes and Pharifees; as thou mayeft read; Matth. xxii. 
There Chrift’s words judge thee, and the fcriptures of truth con- 
demn thee. For thou art fuch a one as fues men at law for tithes, 
yet profeffeft thyfelf to be a minifter of Chrift ; which Chrift never 
impowered his to do: neither did any of his apoftles or minifters 
ever do fo. HereI charge thee in the prefence of the Living God 
as oné out of their doctrine, and that thou art one of thofe evil 
beafts the {cripture fpeaks of, that mindeft earthly things which 
the life of the fcriptures is againft. Thou art for deftruction in 
the ftate wherein thou ftandeft; and it will be thy portion eter- 
nally, if thou doft not repent. ‘To that of God in thy confcience 
I fpeak, which will witnefs the truth of what Ifay. Thou art 
one that goeft in Cain’s way, in envy, an enemy to God, and from 
the command of God. Thou art one that goeft in Balaam’s way, 
from the Spirit of God, for gifts and rewards, the wages of uns — 
righteoufnefs. Thou fon of Balaam, thou art worfe than thy fa- 
ther: for though he loved the wages of unrighteoufnefs, yet he 
durft not take it; but thou not only takeft it, but fueft men at law 
if they will not give it thee: which no true minifter of Jefus 
Chrift ever did. Therefore ftop thy mouth for ever, and make no 
mention of them, nor profefs thyfelf one of them. With the 
light thou art feen and comprehended ; who art light and vain, 
and fpeakeft a divination of thy own brain, and deceiveft the 
people. That in thy confcience will witnefs what I fay, and will 
condemn thee, who art one of thofe that bear rule by their means, 
which the Lord fent Jeremiah to cry againft, Jer. v. and fo thou 
holdeft up the ** horrible and filthy thing, that is committed in the 
‘ land.” They that do not tremble at the word of the Lord are the 
foolifh people that hold thee up, they are fottifh children without 
underftanding. They are wife to do evil, but not to do good, who — 
are deceived by thee. Thou art one of thofe that feek their gain 
from their quarter ; a greedy dumb dog that never hath enough, as 
thy practice makes manifeft; fuch the Lord fent Ifaiah to cry 
againit, Ifa. lvi. 11, 12. Thou art fuch a one as the Lord fent 
Ezekiel to cry againft, who feedeft of the fat, and clotheft with 
the wool, and makeft a prey of the people. But the Lord is ga- 
thering his. fheep from thy mouth, that to thee they fhall be a 
prey no longer. Thou enemy of God, here this prophecy is ful 
filled upon thee, Ezek. xxxiv. and thou art one of them. I charge 
it upon thee in the prefence of the Living God. A hireling thou. 
art, and thofe that put not into thy ‘mouth, thou prepareft war 
againft. ‘Thou hateft the good, and loveft the evil ; which the 
‘Lord fent Micah to cry againft, Mic, iii. Cover thy lips, and ftop 
thy mouth for ever, thou child of darknefs; for with the light 
7 . © thou 
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thou art comprehended, and feen to be among them which the 1652. 
holy men of God cried woe againft ; and by the Spirit of the. ge Bncuaee 
Living God thou art judged. In the light, which is thy condem- 
nation, thou art comprehended. Thy race’ is feen, and thy com- 

-pafs known, who art out of the commands of Chrift, and out of the 
doctrine and life of the apoftles. ‘Thou art provedandtried. To 

thee this is the word of the Lord ; to thee it fhall be as an hammer, 

a fire, and a fword; and from under it thou fhalt never come, un-= 

lefs thou repent; who art with the light to be condemned, in that 

ftate wherein thou ftandeft. If ever thine eye fee repentance, this 

thy condemnation thou muftown, 
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I wrote alfo to —— Burton, prieft of-Sedberg, to the fame pur 
pofe, he being in the fame evil ground, nature, and practice. Many 
other epiftles alfo and papers I wrote about that time, as the Lord 
moved me thereunto, which I fent among the priefts, profeffors, 
and people of all forts, for the laying their evil ways open before 
them, that they might fee and forfake them; and opening the way 
of truth unto them, that they might come to walk therein: which 
are too many and large to be inferted in this place. 

After I had cleared my confcience to the priefts and people near Weftmore- 
Swarthmore, I went again into Weftmoreland. A company of men !2"¢- 
with pikes and ftaves laid wait for me at a bridgein the way; and 
they met with fome friends, but miffed me. Afterwards they came to 
the meeting with their pikes and ftaves; but juftice Benfon being 
there, and many confiderable people befides, they were prevented 
from doing that mifchief they intended. So they went away in a 
great rage, without hurting any body. 

I went from the meeting to Grayrigg, and held a meeting at Grayrigg: 
Alexander Dick{fon’s ; to which the prieft, who was a baptift and a 
chapel-prieft, came to oppofe; but the Lord confounded him by 
his power. Some of the people tumbled down fome milk-pails 
which ftood upon the fide of the houfe (which was much 
crowded) whereupon the prieft, after he and his company were 

gone, raifed a flander, ‘‘ That the devil frighted him, and took 
- * away a fide of the houfe, while he was in the meeting.” And 
though this was a known falfhood, yet it ferved the priefts and pro- 
feflors to feed on for a while; and fo fhamelefs they were, that they 
' printed and publithed it. | 

Another time this prieft came to a meeting, and fell to jan- 
gling. Firft he faid, «* The fcriptures were the word of God.” I 
told him, they were the words of God, but not Chrift, the Word ; 
and bid him prove by fcripture what. he faid. ‘Then he faid, it was 
not the fcripture that was the word ; and fetting his foot upon the 
bible, faid, it was but copies bound up together. Many unfavory 
words came from him, but after he was gone we had a bleffed meet- 
ing; the Lotd’s power and prefence was precioufly manifefted and 
feltamong us. Soon after he fent me a challenge to meet him at 
Kendal. I fent him word he need not go fo far as Kendal, for I 
would meet him in his own parifh, The hour being fixed, we ae 
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and abundance of rude people gathered together (befides the baptized 
people who were his own members) with intent to.do mifchief, but 
God prevented them. I declared the day of the Lord to them, and 
directed them to-Chrift Jefus. Then the prief out with his bible, 


and faid, It was the word of God. I told him it was the words of 


God, but not God the Word. His anfwer was, He would prove 
the {criptures to be the word before all the people. J-let him goon, 
having a man there that could take down in writing both what he 
and I faid. When he could not prove it (for [kept him to f{cripture- 
proof, chapter and verfe for it) the people gnafhed their teeth for 
anger, and faid, He would have me anon: but in going about to 
prove that one error, he ran into many. And when at length he faw 
he could not prove it, -he faid, he would prove it a God : fo he toiled 
himéelf afreth, till he fweatagain ; but could not prove what he had 
affirmed. And heand his company were full of wrath: for 1 kept 
his ‘affertions on the head of him and them all; and told them, 1 
owned what the fcriptures faid of themfelves, namely, that they 


were the words of God, but Chrift was the Word. So the Lord’s — 


power came.over all, and they being confounded wentaway.. The 
Lord difappointed their mifchievous intentions againft me; friends 
were eftablifhed in Chrift,.and many of the priefi’s followers faw the 
folly of their teacher. 

- After this prieft Bennet, of Cartmel, fent a challenge to difpute 
with me.’ I came to his fteeple-houfe on a firft-day, and found him 
preaching. When he had done, Ifpoke to him and his people ; yet 
the prieft would not ftand the trial, but went his way. After he was 


gone, I had a great deal of difcourfe with the people: and when [ . 
was come into the fteeple-houfe yard,. difcourfing further with the — 


profefiors and declaring truth unto them, one of them fet his foot 
behind me, and-two of them ran againft my breaft, and threw.me 


down backwards againft a grave-ftone, wickedly and malicioufly. 


feeking to have hurt me: ‘but I got up again, and was moved of the 
‘Lord ‘to fpeak to them. ‘Then I went to the prieft’s houfe, and de- 
fired,him to come forth that I might difcourfe with him, feeing he 


had challenged me; but he would not be feen. So the Lord’s power . 


came over them all, which was greatly manifett at that time. There 
was amonett-the prieft’s hearers one Richard Roper, one of the bit- 


teref{t profeffors the prieft had, who was very fierce and thot in con-. 


tention; but afterwards he came to be convinced of God’s eternal 


truth, became a minifter thereof, and continued faithful to his ~ 


death. f 

About the beginning of the year 1653 I returned to Swarthmore, 
and going to a meeting at'Gleafton, a profeffor challenged a difpute 
with me. I .went to the houfe where he was, and called him.to 
come -forth,; \but the Lord’s power was over him, fo that he durft 
not.meddle. I departed thence, vifited the jmeetings of friends in 
Lancafhire, and came back to Swarthmore. Great openings I had 


fromthe Lord, .not only of divine and fpiritual matters, but alfo of — 


outward things relating to the civil government. Being one day in 


Swarthmore-hall, when judge Fell and juftice Benfon were talking,of © 


the news, and of the parliament then fitting (called the long parlia~ 
ya a a ment) 
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ment) I was moved to tell them, Before that day two weeks the par-, 1653- 
hament fhould be broken up, and the fpeaker plucked out of his o7 yo 
chair ; and that day two weeks juftice Benfon told judge Fell, that now a 
he faw George was a true prophet; for Oliver had broken up the par- 
liament. * 

About this time I was in a faft for about ten days, my fpirit being 
greatly exercifed on truth’s behalf: for James Milner and Richard Myer 
went out into imaginations, and a company followed them. This 
James Milner and fome of his company had true openings at the firft ; 
but getting up into pride and exaltation of {pirit, they ran out from 
truth, I was fent for to them, and was moved of the Lord to zo and 
fhew them their out-goings; and they were brought to fee their 
folly, and condemned it, and came into the way of truth again. After 
fome time I went to a meeting at Arnfide, where Richard Myer was, Arnfids. 
who had been long lame of one of his arms. I was moved of the 
Lord to fay unto him amongtt all the people, “Stand up upon thy legs,” 
for he was fitting down; and he ftood up, and ftretched out his arm 
that had been lame a long time, and faid, “ Be it known unto you, 
** all people, that this day Iam healed.’’ Yet his parents could hardly 
believe it; but after the meeting was done, had him afide, took off his 
doublet, and then faw it was true. He came foon after to Swarthmore swarthmore? 
meeting, and there declared how the Lord had healed him. Yet after 
this the Lord commanded him to go to York with a meflage from 
him; which he difobeyed, and the Lord ftruck him again, fo that he 
died about three quarters of a year after. 

Now were great threatenings given forth in Cumberland, That if Cumberland: 
ever I came there, they would take away my life. When I heard it, 
I was drawn to go into Cumberland ; and went to Miles Wennington’s, 
in the fame parifh from which thofe threatenings came: but they had 
not power to touch me. 

About this time Anthony Pearfon was convinced, who had been 
an oppofer of friends, He came to Swarthmore; and I being then at 
colonel Weft’s, they fent for me. Colonel. Weft faid, “ Go, George, 
‘¢ for it may be of great fervice to the man.” So I went, and the 
Lord’s power reached him. . 

About this time alfo the Lord opened feveral mouths to declare the 
truth to priefts and people, and divers were caft into prifon. I went 
again into Cumberland; and Anthony Pearfon and his wife, and fe- 
_veral friends, went along with me to Bootle, where Anthony left me, Bootle; 
and went to Carlifle feflions: for he was a juftice of the peace in three 
counties. Upon the firft day I went into the fteeple-houfe at Bootle ; 
and when the prieft had done, I began to fpeak. The people were 
exceeding rude, and beat me in the {teeple-houfe yard. One gave me 
a very great blow over my wri(t, fo that the people thought he had 
broken my hand to pieces. The conftable was very willing to have kept 
the peace, and would have fet fome of thofe by the heels that ftruck 
me, ii would have given way to it. After my fervice amongtt them 
was over, I went to Jofeph Nicholfon’s, and the conftable accom- 
panied us, to keep off the rude multitude, In the afternoon I 
went up again; and then the prieft had got another prieft to help 
him, that came from London, who was highly accounted of. a 
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I went into. the, fteeple-houfe, IT fat a lithe upon the crofs, and friends 
with me; but they were moved to go into the fteeple-houfe, and } 
went in after them. The London prieft was preaching, who gathered 
up all the feriptures he could think of, that fpake of falfe prophets, 
antichrifts, and deceivers, and threw them upon us. When he had 
done, I recollected all thofe feriptures, and brought them back upon 
himfelf. Then the people fell upon me in a rude manner; but the 
conftable charged them to keep the peace, and made them quiet again. 
Then the priett began to rage; and faid, I muft not fpeak there. I 
told him, He had his hour-glafs, by which he had preached ; and he 
having done, the time was free for me, as well as for him : for he was 
but a ftranger there himfelf. So I opened the fcriptures to them, and 
let them fee, ‘« That thofe fcriptures, which {pake of the falfe pro- 
‘ phets, antichrifts, and deceivers, defcribed them and their generation, 
* and belonged to them who were found walking in their eps, and 
€ bringing forth their fruits; and not unto us, who were not guilty of 
* fuch things.’ I manifefted to them, that they were out of the tteps 
of the true prophets and apoftles; and fhewed them clearly, by the 
fruits and marks, that they, and not we, were fuch as thofe {criptures 
{poke of. And I declared the truth and the word of life to the people, 
and directed them to Chrift their teacher. All was quiet while I was 
{peaking ; but when I had done, and was come forth, the pricits were 


in fuch a fret and rage, that they foamed at the mouth for anger 


againit me.. The prieft of the place made an oration to the people in 
the {teeple-houfe yard, faying, ‘ This man hath gotten all the honeit 
* men and women in Lancafhire to him, and now he comes here to 


And what have the priefts left them, but fuch as themfelves? For 
if they be the honeft that receive the truth and are turned to Chrift, 
then they muft be the difhoneft that follow thee, and fuch as thou 
art.. Some alfo of the prieft’s people began to plead for their priett, 
and for tythes. I told them, It were better for them to plead for 
Chrift, who had ended the tything priefthood with the tythes, and had 
fent forth his minifters to give freely, as they had received freely. S$ 
the Lord’s power came over, put to filence, and reftrained the rude 
people, that they could not do the mifchief they intended. When I 
came down again to Jofeph Nicholfon’s houfe, I faw a great hole in 
my coat, which was cut with a knife, but it was not cut through my 
waiftcoat, for the Lord had prevented their mifchief. The next day 
there was a rude wicked man would have done violence to a friend, 
but the Lord’s power {topped him. Bivie 

Now was I moved to fend James Lancafter to appoint a meeting at 
John Wilkinfon’s fteeple-houfe near Cockermouth ; a preacher in great 
repute, who had three parifhes under him; wherefore I ftaid at Milholm 
in Bootle till he came back again. In the mean time fome of the 
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“gentry of the country had formed a plot againft me, and had given a 


little boy a rapier to do me a mifchief with. They came with the ~ 
boy to Jofeph Nicholfon’s to feek me; but the Lord had fo ordered it, 
I was gone into the fields) They met with James Lancafter, but did 
not much abufe him; and not finding me in the houfe, went away 
again. So I walked up and down in the fields that night, and did 

not 


do the fame.’ Then, faid I to him, ‘ What wilt thou have left? |. 
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hot go to bed, as very often I ufed todo. Wecame the next day to ~ 1653. | 
the fleeple-houfe, where James Lancafter had appointed the mecting. Wiesicunateay 
There were at this meeting twelve foldiers and their wives, from Car- Cocker- 
lifle ; and the country people came in, like as it had been to a fair. ttouth, 
I lay at an houfe fomewhat fhort of the place, fo that many friends 
were got thither before me: When I came, I found James Lanecafter 
{peaking under a yew tree ; which was fo full of people, I feared they 
would break it down. I looked about for a place to ftand upon, to 
{peak urito the people: for they lay ail up and down, like people at 
aledguer, After 1 was difcovered, a proteffor afked, If I would not 
go into the church? I feeing no place abroad convenient to fpeak to 
the people from, told him, Yes: whereupon the people rufhed in 3 
fo that when I caine, the houfe and pulpit was fo full, I had much 
ado to getin. ‘Thofe that could not get in, ftood abroad about the 
walls. When the people were fettled, I ftcod up on a feat. * And 
the Lord opened my mouth to declare his everlafling truth and his 
everlafting day; and to lay open their teachers, with the rudiments, 
traditions, and inventions they had been under in the night of apo- 
{tafy fince the apoftles days. I turned them to Chrift the true teacher, 
and to the true {piritual worfhip ; directing them where to find the 
Spirit and truth, that they might worfhip God therein. I explained 
Chrift’s parables unto them, and directed them to the Spirit of God in 
themfelves, that would open the fcriptures unto them. I fhewed 
them, how all niight come to know their Saviour, fit under his 
teaching, come to be heirs of the kingdom of God, and know 
God’s and Chrift’s voice, by which they might difcover all the 
falfe fhepherds and teachers they had been under, and be gathered 
to the true Shepherd, Prieft, Bifhop, and Prophet Chrift Jefus; whom 
God commanded all to hear.’ . 

When I had largely declared the word of life unto them for about 
the fpacé of three hours, I walked fromm amongft the people, who 
pafied away well fatisfied. Among the reft a profeflor followed me, 
praifing and commiending me; but his words were like a thiftle to 
ine. At laft I turned about, and bid him * Fear the Lord ;’ where- 
upon prieft Larkham of Cockermouth (for feveral priefts were got to- 
gether on the way, who came after the meeting was done) faid to me, 
‘ Sir, why do you judge fo? you muft not judge.’ I turned to him, 
and faid, ¢ Friend, doft thou not difcern an exhortation from a judg- 
* ment? I admonifhed him to fearGod ; and doft thou fay [judge him ?” 
So this prieft and I falling into difcourfe, I manifefted him to be amongift 
the falfe prophets and covetous hirelings ; and feveral being moved to 
fpeak to them, he and two other of the priefts foon got away. When 
they were gone, John Wilkinfon, preacher of that parifh, and of two 
other parifhes in Cumberland, began to difpute againft his own con- 
fcience for feveral hours, till the people generally tirried againft him : 
for he thought to have tired me out: bat the Lord’s power tired him 
out, and the Lord’s truth came over him and them all. Many hun- 
dreds were convinced that day, who received the Lord Jefus Chrift and 
his free teaching with gladne{s ; of whom fome have died in the truth, 
and many ftand faithful witneffes thereof. The foldiers alfo were con 
vinced and their wives, arid continued with me till firft day. 
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On firft day I went to the fteeple-houfe at Cockermouth, where 
prieft Larkham lived. When he had done, I began to fpeak, and the 
people began to be rude; but the foldiers told them, we had broken 
no law, and they became quiet. Then I turned to the prieft;, and laid 
him open among the falfe prophets and_hirelings; at which word he 
went his way, faying, ‘ He calls me hireling;’ which was true ; all 
the people knew it. Some great men of the town faid, ‘ Sir, we 
‘ have no learned men to difpute with you.’ I told them, I came not 
to difpute; but to fhew the way of falvation to them, the way of 
everlafting life. I deelared largely the way of life and truth to them, 
and direéted them to Chrift their teacher, who died for them, and 
bought them with his blood. 

When I had done, I went about two miles to another great fleeple- 
houfe of John Wilkinfon’s, called Brigham; where the people, hav- 
ing been at the other meeting, were mightily affected; and would have 
pvt my horfe into the fteeple-houfe yard: but I faid, ‘ No; the prieft 
¢ claims that; have him to an inn.’ When I came into the fteeple- 
houfe yard, I faw the people coming in great companies, as to a fair ; 
and abundance were already gathered in the lanes and about the fteeple- 
houie. I was very thirfty, and walked about a quarter of a mile to a 
brook, where I got fome water, and refrefhed myfelf. As I came up 
again, I met Wilkinfon: who, as I paffed by him, faid, * Sir, will 
« you preach to-day ? If you will,’ faid he, ‘ I will not oppofe you in 

word or thought.’ I replied, * Oppofe, if thou wilt; I have fome- 


© thing to fpeax to the people. And,’ faid I, * thou carriedft. thyfelf 


¢€ 
‘ foolifhly the other day, and fpakeft againft thy confcience*and rea- 
« fon, infomuch that thy hearers eried out againft thee.’ && ‘I left him, 


and went on; for he {aw it was in vain to oppofe, the people were fo 
affected with the Lord’s truth. When I came into the fteeple-houfe 


_yard, a profeflor afked, If I would not go into the church? And I 
‘feeing no convenient place abroad, went in; and ftood up on a feat, 


after the people were fettled. The prieft came in alfo, but did not go 
up to his pulpit. * The Lord opened my mouth, and I declared his 

‘ everlafting truth and word of life to the people ; diseling them to 
the Spirit of God in themfelves, by which they might know God, — 
Chrift, and the {criptures, and come to have heavenly fellowfhip in 
the Spirit. I declared to them, that every one that cometh into the 
‘world was enlightened by Chrift the life; by which light they might 
fee their fins, and Chrift, who was come .to fave them from their — 
fins, and died for them. And if they came to walk in this light, 
they might therein fee Chrift to be the author of their faith, and the 
finifher thereof ; their Shepherd to feed them, their Prieft to teach 
them, their great Prophet to open divine myfteries unto them, and to 
be always prefent with them. I explained alfo to them, in the open- | 
ings of the Lord, the firft covenant, fhewing them the figures, and - 
the fubftance of thofe figures; bringing them on to Chrift, the new 
covenant. I alfo manifefted to them, that there had been a night of 
apoftafy fince the apoftles days ; but that now the everlafting gofpel 
was preached again, which brought life and immortality to light ; and 
the day of the Lord was come, and Chrift was come to teach his 
‘people himfelf by his light, grace, power, and fpirit,’ A fihe op- 
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eae the Lord gave me to preach truth that day for about three 1653. 
ours, and all was quiet. Many hundreds were convinced ; and fome 
of them praifed God, and faid, « Now we know the firtt ftep to peace.’ 
© The preacher alfo faid privately-to fome of his hearers, that I had 
broken them, and overthrown them: 
After this ] went to a village, and many people accompanied me. 
As I was fitting in an heufe full of people, declaring the word of life 
unto them, I caft mine eye upon a woman, and di{cerned an unclean 
fpirit in her. I was moved of the Lord to fpeak fharply to her; and 
told her, fhe was under the influence of an unclean fpirit. Where- 
upon the woman went out of the room. I being a firanger there, and 
knowing nothing of the woman outwardly, the people wondered, and 
told me afterwards, I had difcovered a great thing: for all the coun- 
try looked upon her to be a wicked perfon. ‘The Lord had given me 
a Spirit of difcerning, by which I many times faw the ftates and con- 
ditions of people, and could try their fpirits. Not long before, as I 
was going toa meeting, I faw {ome women in a field, and difcerned 4 village. 
an evil {pirit in them ; and I was moved to go out of my way into the 
field to them, and declare unto them their conditions. Another time there 
came one into Swarthmore hall in the meeting time, and I was moved 
to fpeak fharply to her, and told her fhe was under the power of an 
evil {pirit ; and the people faid afterwards, fhe was generally accounted 
fo to be. There came alfo another time a woman, and ftood at a dif- 
tance from me. I caft mine eye upon her, and faid, ‘ Thou haft been 
< an harlot:’ for I perfectly faw the condition and life of the woman. 
She anfwered, Many could tell her of her outward fins, but none. 
could tell her of her inward. I told her, Her heart was not right be- 
fore the Lord; and that from the inward came the outward. This 
woman was afterwards convinced of God’s truth, and became a 
friend. 
From the aforefaid village we came to Thomas Bewley’s, near Cold- rene 
~ beck; and from thence, . having had fome fervice for the Lord there, I eens F 
pafied to a market-town, where I had a meeting at the crofs; and all 
wags pretty quiet. When I had declared the truth unto them, and di- 
rected them to Chrift their teacher, fome received the truth. We 
had another meeting upon the borders, in a fteeple-houfe yard, to 
~ which many profeflors and contenders came; but the Lord’s power 
was over all; and when the word of life had been declared amongft 
-them, fome received the truth there alfo, 
From thence we travelled to Carlifle, and the paftor of the baptifts, Carlile, 
- with moft of his hearers, came to the abbey, where I had a meeting, 
and declared the word of life amongft them. Many of the baptifts 
and of the foldiers were convinced. After the meeting, the paftor,of 
' the baptifts, an high notionift, and a flafhy man, afked me, ‘ What 
“* muft be damned?’ I was moved immediately to tell him, © That 
« which {poke in him was to be damned.’ This {topped his mouth ; 
and the witnefs of God was raifed-up in him. I opened to him the 
{tates of election and reprobation ;- fo that he faid, He never heard the 
like in his life. He came afterwards to be conyinced. 


Brigham, 


of Then 


TOO 
1653. 
€arlifle. 


% 


GEORGE FOXs JOURNAL. 


Then I went to the caftle among the foldiers ; who beat a drum; 
and called the garrifon together. I preached the truth amongft them, 
‘ dire€ting them to the Lord Jefus Chrift to be their teacher, and to 
the meafure of his Spirit in themfelves; by which they might be 
turned from darknefs to light, and from the power of Satan unto 
God. I warned them all; that they fhould do no violence to any 
man, but fhould fhew forth a chriftian life: telling them, that he 
who was to be their teacher, would be their eondemner, if they were 
difobedient to him.’ So I left them, having no oppofition from: any 
of them, except the ferjeants; who afterwards came to be con-. 
vinced.’ ms. ae 

On the market-day I went to the crofs; The thagiftrates had both 
threatened, and fent their ferjeants; and the magiltrates wives had 
faid, If I came there, they would pluck the hair off my head; and 
the ferjeants fhould take me up. Neverthelefs I obeyed the Lord God, 
went upon the crofs, and declared unto them, ‘ That the day of the 
‘ Lord was coming upon all their deceitful ways and doings, and de- 
« ceitful merchandize; that they fhould put away all cozening and 
‘ cheating, and keep to Yea and Nay, and {peak the truth one to an- 
‘ other: fo the truth and the power of God was fet over them,’ Af- 
ter { had declared the word of life to the people, the throng being fo 
great that the ferjeants could not reach me, nor the magiftrates wives 
come at me, I paffed away quietly. Many people and foldiers came 
to me, and fome baptifts, that were bitter contenders ;' amongft whom 
one of their deacons, an envious man, finding the Lord’s power was 
over them, cried out for very anger. Whereupon I fet my eyes upon 
him, and fpoke fharply to him in the power of the Lord: and he 
cried, ‘ Do not pierce me fo with thy eyes; keep thy eyes off me.’ 

The firft-day following I went into the fteeple-houfe : and after the 
prieft had done, I preached the truth to the people, and declared the 
word of life amongft them. ‘The prieft got away ; and the magiftrates 
defired me to go out of the fteeple-houfe. But I ftill declared the 
way of the Lord unto them, and told them, I came to fpeak the 
word of life and falvation from the Lord amongft them. The power 
of the Lord was dreadful amongft them, fo that the pecple trem- 
bled and fhook; and they thought the fteeple-houfe fhook ; fome 
of them feared it would have fallen down on their heads: The 
magiftrates wives were in a rage, and ftrove mightily to have been 
at me: but the foldiers and friendly people ftood thick about me. 
At length the rude people of the city rofe, and came with ftaves and 
ftones into the fteeple-houfe, crying, ‘ Down with thefe round-headed 
‘ rogues: and they threw ftones. Whereupon the governor fert a 
file or two of mufqueteers into the fteeple-houfe, to appeafe the tu- 
mult; and commanded all the other foldiers out. So thofe foldiers 
took me by the hand in a friendly manner, and faid, they would have 
me along with them. When we came into the ftreet, the city was 
in an uproar; the governor came down; and fome of thofe {oldiers 
were put in prifon for ftanding by me again{ft the town’s-people. A 
lieutenant, who had been convinced, came and brought me to his 
houfe, where there was a baptifts meeting, and thither came friends 
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alfo. We had a very quiet meeting; they heard the word of life _ 1653. 
gladly, and many received it. Vie next day, the juftices and magif- re 
trates of the town being gathered together in the town-hall, they granted 
a warrant againft me; and fent for me before them. I was then gone 
to a baptift’s ; but hearing of it, I went up to the hall, where many 
rude people were: fome of whom had {worn ftrange falfe things 
againft me. I had a great deal of difcourfe with the magiftrates, 
wherein I laid open the fruits of their priefts preaching ; fhewed them 
how they were void of Chriftianity ; and that, though they were fuch 
great profeflors (for they were independents and prefbyterians) they 
were without the poffeflion of that which they profeffed. After a G. Fox coms 
large examination, they committed me to prifon as a blafphemer, an pera _ 
heretick, and a feducer; though they could not juftly charge any fuch fon. : 
thing againft me. The gaol at Carlifle had two gaolers, an upper and 
an under, who looked like two bear-wards, When I was brought in, . 
the upper gaoler had me up into a great chamber, and told me, I 
fhould have what I would in that room. But I told him, he fhould 
not expect any money from me, for I would neither lie in any of 
his beds, nor eat any of his victuals. Then he put me into another 
room; where after a while I gct fomething to lie upon. There I lay Carlifleamize. 
till the affizes came; and then all the talk was, that I was to be 
hanged. The high fheriff, Wilfred Lawfon, ftirred them much up 
to take away my life ; and faid, He would guard me to my execution 
himfelf. ‘They were in a rage, and fet three mufqueteers for guard 
upon me; one at my chamber-door, another at the ftairs-foot, and a 
third at the ftreet-door ; and they would let none come at me, except 
one fometimes, to bring me fome neceflary things. At night they 
would ‘bring up priefts to me, fometimes as late as the tenth hour ; 
who were exceeding rude and devilifh. There were a company of 
bitter Scotch priefts, prefbyterians, made up of envy and malice, who 
were not fit to {peak of the things of God, they were fo foul-mouthed ; 
but the Lord by his power gave me dominion over them all, and I 
let them fee both their fruits and their fpirits. Great ladies alfo (as 
they were called) came to fee the man that they faid was to die. 
While the judge, juftices, and fheriff were contriving together how 
they might put me to death, the Lord difappointed their “defigns by 
an unexpected way. For the judge's clerk, as I was informed, ftarted 
a queftion among them, which confounded all their counfels; after 
which, they had not power to call me before’ the judge. 
Anthony Pearfon being then in Carlifle, and perceiving they did 
not intend to bring me upon my trial, wrote a letter to the judges, as 
followeth: 


: To 3 judges of affize and gaol-delivery for the northern parts, 
‘ fitting at Carlifle. 


. y OU are raifed up to do righteoufnefs and juftice, and fent forth 
; to punifh him that doth evil, and to encourage him that doth 
‘ well, and to fet the oppreffed free. I am therefore moved to lay 
. Cec * before 
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1653. © before you the condition of Grorcr Fox, whom the magiftrates 
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Carlifle pri- 
fon. 


of this city have caft into prifon for words that he is accufed to: have 
fpoken, which they call blafphemy. ‘He was fent to the gaol, till . 
he fhould be delivered by due courfe of law ; and it was expected — 
he fhould have been proceeded again{ft in the common law-courfe 
at this aflizes. ‘The informations again{ft him were delivered into 
court, and the act allows and appoints that way of trial. How 
hardly and unchriftianly he hath been hitherto dealt with, I thall 
not now mention; but you may confider, that nothing he is ac- 
cufed of is nice and difficult. And, tomy knowledge, he utteriy 
abhors and detefts every particular which by the aét againft blaf- 
phemous opinions is appointed to be punifhed, and differs as much 
from thofe people againft whom the law was made, as light fram 
darknefs. Though he be committed, judgment is not given 
him, nor have his accufers been face to face, to affirm before him 
what they have informed againft him ; nor was he heard as to the 
particulars of their accufation, nor doth it appear that any word 
they charge againft him is within the act. But indeed I could not 
yet fo much as fee the information, no not in court, though I de- 
fired it both of the clerk of the affizes and of the magiftrate’s clerk ; 
nor hath he hada copy of them. ‘This is very hard; and that he 
fhould be fo clofe reftrained, that his friends may not fpeak with 
him, I know no law nor reafon for. I do therefore claim for him 
a due and lawful hearing, and that he may have a copy of his 
charge, and freedom to anfwer for himfelf ; and that rather before 
you, than to be left to the rulers of this town, who are not com- 
petent judges of blafphemy, as by their mittimus appears; who 
have committed him upon an aét of parliament, and mention 
words as {poken by him at his examination which are not within. 
the act, and which he ptterly denies. The words mentioned in the 
mittimus he denies to have fpoken, and hath neither profefled nor 
avowed them. 
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- Anthony Pearfon.’ 


Notwithftanding this letter, the judges were refolved not to fuffer 
me to be brought before them; but reviling and {coffing at me be- 
hind my back, left me to the magiftrates of the town: giving them 
what encouragement ‘they could to exercife their cruelty upon me. 
Whereupon (though I had been kept fo clofe in the gaoler’s houfe 
that friends were not fuffered to come at me, and colonel Benfon and 
juftice Pearfon were denied to fee me, yet) the next day, after the 
judges were gone out of town, an order was fent to the gaoler to put 
me down into the prifon amongft the mofs-troopers, thieves, and 
murderers ; which accordingly he did. A filthy, nafty place it was, 
where men and women were put together in a very uncivil manner, 
and never a houfe of office to it; and the prifoners fo loufy, that one 
woman was almoft eaten to death with lice. Yet as bad as the place 
was, the prifoners were all made very loving and fubject to me, and 
fome of them were convinced of the truth, as the publicans end 


~ harlots were of old; fo that they were able to confound any prieft 


that might come to the grates to difpute. But the gaoler was cruel, 
2 and 
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and the under-gaoler very abufive both to me and to friends that — 165s. 
came to fee me ; for he would beat friends with a great cudgel, who Gin pris 
did but come to the window to look in upon me. [ could get up to fon. 
the grate, where fometimes I took in my meat ; at which the gaoler 
was often offended. Once he came in a great rage, and beat me 
with his cudgel, though I was not at the grate at that time; and as 
he beat me, he cried, come out of the window, though I was then 
far from it. While he ftruck me, I was moved to fing in the Lord's 
power, which made him rage the more. Then he fetched a fidler, 
and fet him to play, thinking to vex me; but while he played, I was 
moved in the everlafting power of the Lord God to fing; and my 
voice drowned the noife of the fiddle, {truck and confounded them, 
and made them give over fiddling and go their way. . 

Juftice Benfon’s wife was moved of the Lord to come to vifit me, 
and to eat no meat but what fhe eat with me at the bars of the prifon 
window: She was afterwards herfelf imprifoned at York, when fhe 
was great with child, for {peaking to a prieft ; and was kept in pri- 
fon, and not fuffered to go out when the time of her travail was © 
come: fo fhe was delivered of her child in the prifon. She was an 
honeft, tender woman, and continued faithful to the truth until the 
died. | 

WhilftI was in prifon at:Carlifle, James Parnel, a little lad about 
fixteen years of age, came to fee me, and was convinced. The 
Lord quickly made him a powerful minifter of the word of life, and 
many were turned to Chrift by him, though he lived not long. For 
travelling into Effex in the work of the miniftry,; in the year 1655, 
he was committed to Colchefter caftle, where he endured very great 
hardfhips and fufferings; being put by the cruel gaoler into a hole in 
the caftle wall, called the oven, fo high from the ground that he 
went up to it by a ladder, which being fix feet too fhort, he was 
obliged to climb from the ladder to the hole by a rope that was 
faftened above. And when friends would have given him a cord and 
a bafket to have drawn up his victuals in, the inhuman gaoler would 
not fuffer them, but forced him to go down and up by that fhort 
ladder and rope to fetch his victuals (which for a long time he did) 
or-elfe he might have famifhed in the hole. At lengthhis limbs ~ 
being much benumbed with lying in that place, yet being 
obliged to go down to take up fome victuals, as he came up the - 
ladder again with his victuals in one hand, and catched at the rope 
with the other, he miffed the rope and fell down from a very great 
height upon the ftones; by which fall he was fo wounded in his 
head, arms, and body, that he died in a fhort time after. When he 
was dead the wicked profeffors, to cover their cruelty, wrote a book 
of him, and faid, «* He fafted himfelf to death;” which was an 
abominable falfhood, and was manifefted fo to be by another book, 
wrote in anfwer to that, called, «The Lamb’s Defence againft 
<< Ties.” 

When I faw that I was not like to be brought to a publick hear- 
ing and trial (although I had before anfwered in writing the parti- 
cular matters charged again{ft me at the time of my firft examination 
and commitment) I was moved to fend the following paper, as a 

publick 
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publick challenge to all thofe that belied the truth and: me bebind 
my back, to come forth and make good their charge, . 


c iis any in Weftmoreland, Cumberland, or elfewhere, that pro- — 
‘ 4 fefs chriftianity and pretend to love God and Chrift, are not 
fatisfied concerning the things of God which I George Fox have 
{poken and declared, let them publith their diffatisfaction in writ- 
ing, and not backbite, lie, and perfecute in fecret. This I de- - 
mand of you all in the prefence of the Living God, as ye will an- 
{wer it to him. For the exaltation of the truth, and the con- 
founding of the deceit, is this given forth. To that of God in 
your confciences I {peak ; declare or write your diffatisfaction to 
any of them whom you call Quakers, that truth may be exalted, 
and all may come to the light, with which Chrift hath enlightened 
every one that cometh into the world; that nothing may be hid in 
darknefs, in prifons, holes, or corners ; but that all things may be 
brought to the light of Chrift, and by it may be tried. This I am 
moved of the Lord to write, and publifh to be fet upon the 
market-croffes in Weftmoreland and elfewhere. To the light of 
Chrift in you I fpeak, that none of you may fpeak evil of the 
things of God, which you know not; nor act contrary to the 
light that gave forth the fcriptures: left you be found fighters 


againft God, and the hand of the Lord be turned againft you. 
3 | G.FY 


nw 


nA nm n nN a A“ A a A a f a as Be im €) a 


While I thus lay in prifon, the report raifed at the time of the 
affizes, “ That I fhould be put to death,” was gone far and near; 
infomuch that the parliament then fitting, which I think was called 
the little parliament, hearing that a young man at Carlifle was to die 
for religion, caufed a letter to be fent to the theriff and magiftrates 
concerning me. Much about the fame time I wrote alfo to the ~ 
juftices: at Carlifle, who had caft me into prifon, and perfecuted 
friends at the inftigation of the priefts for tithes ; expoftulating 
the matter with them thus: ims 


‘ Friends, Thomas Crafton and. Cuthbert Studholm, 


Vous noife is gone up to London before the fober people. What 
imprifoning, what gagging, what havock and fpoiling the 
goods of people have you made within thefe few years! Unlike 
men; as though you had never read the {criptures, or had not 
minded them! Is this the end of Carlifle’s religion ? ‘Is this the 
end of your miniftry? Is this the end of your church, and of your 
profeffion of chriftianity? You have fhamed it by your folly, 
madnefs, and blind zeal. Was it not always the work of the blind 
guides, watchmen, leaders, and falfe prophets, to prepare war 
againft them that could not put into their mouths? Have not you 
been the priefts pack-horfes and executioners? When they {pur 
you up to bear the fword againft the juft, do not you run on 
acainft thofe that eannot hold up fuch asthe fcriptures always tefti- 


fied again{ft? Yet will you lift up your unholy hands, and call 
upon 
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pon God with your polluted lips, and pretend a faft, who are full 1653. 


of ftrife and debate.- Did your hearts never burn within you? Did Ghige 
you never come to queftion your conditions? Are you wholly foa, 


given up to do the devil’s lufts, to perfecute? Where is your 


loving enemies? Where is your entertaining ftrangers? Where - 


is your overcoming evil with good? Where are your teachers, 
that can ftop the mouths of gain-fayers, convince gain-fayers, and 
fach as oppofe themfelves ?. Have you no minifters of the Spirit, 
no foldiers with fpiritual weapons, difplaying Chrift’s colours ? 
But all the dragon’s, the murderer’s, the perfecutor’s, arm of 
flefi, Cain’s weapons, chief priefts taking counfel, Judas and the 


multitude with {words and ftaves, Sodom’s company raging about. 


Lot’s houfe, like the priefts and princes againft Jeremiah, like the 
dragon, beaft, and great whore, and the falfe church, which John 
faw fhould caft into prifon, kill, and perfecute? Whofe weapons are 
you bearing ? Doth not the falfe church, the whore, make mer- 
chandize of cattle, corn, wine, and oil, even to the very fouls of 
men? Hath:not all this been fince the true church went into the 
wildernefs ? Read Revelations the 12th, with the 18th: do you 
not read and fee what a fpirit you are of, and what a bottomlefs pit 
you are in? Have notyou difhonoured the place of juftice and au- 


thority?. What! turned your {word backward, like madmen, 


who are a praife to the evil-doer, and would be a terror to the 
good, with all force and might to ftop the way of juftice! Doth 
not the Lord, think you, behold your aGtions? How. many have 
you wronged? How many have you imprifoned, perfecuted, and 
put out of your fynagogues? Are you they that muft fulfil the 
prophecy of Chrift, Matth. xxii. John xvi. Read the {criptures, 
fee how unlike you are to the prophets, Chrift, and his apoftles, and 
what a vifage you have, like unto them that perfecuted the prophets, 
Chrift, and the apoftles. You are found in their fteps, wreftling with 


flefh and blood, not with principalities and powers, and {piritual wick- 


ednefs; your teachersimprifoning and perfecuting foroutward things, 
you being their executioners ; the like whereof hath not been in all 
the nations. The havock that hath been made, the {poiling of peoples 
goods, taking away their oxen and fatted beeves, their fheep, 
corn, wool, and houfhold goods, and giving them to the priefts 
that have done no work for them. More like mofs-troopers than 
minifters of the gofpel, they take them from friends; fuing them 
in your courts, and fining them becaufe they will not break the 
command of Chrift; that is, becaufe they will not fwear. Thus 
you act againft them that do not lift up a hand againft you, and as 
much as you turn againft them you turn again{t Chrift. But he is 
tifen that will plead their caufe, and you cannot be hid. Your 
works are come to light, and the.end of your miniftry is feen, what 
it is for; for means. You have difhonoured the truth, the gofpel ; 
and are of thofe that make it chargeable. You have loft your 
glory. You have difhonoured yourfelves. Perfecution was ever 
blind and mad. Read the apoftle, what he faith of himfelf, when 
he was in your nature. Exaltation and pride;’ and your lifting up 
yourfelves, hath brought you to this; not being humble, not doing 
Dd 
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juftice, not loving mercy. When fuch as have been beaten and 
bruifed by your rade company, to whom you are a praife and en- 
couragement, have come and laid things before you, that you 
might have done juftice, preferved and kept peace, you; knowing 
they could not fwear, have put an oath tothem. This hath been 
your trick and cover, that ye might not do juttice to the juft ; but 
by this means go on {till further to encourage the evil-doer. But 
the Lord fees your hearts! If ye were not men paft feeling, ye 
would fear and tremble before the God of the whole’earth ;. who 
is rifen, and will {tain your glory, mar your pride, deface your beauty, 
and lay it in the duft. Though for a time you may fwell in your 
pride, glory in your fhame, and make a mock of God’s meflengers, 
who, for reproving fin in the gate, are become your prey; you will 
feel the heavy hand of God and his judgments at the laft. This is 
from a lover of the truth, of righteoufnefs, and of your fouls ; 
but a witnefs againft all fuch as make a trade of the prophets, 
Chrift’s, and the apoftles words, and are found in the fteps of them 
who perfecuted the prophets, Chrift’s, and the apoftles life; who 
perfecute thofe that will not hold you up,. put into your mouths, 


-and give you means. ‘Tithes were before the law, and tithes 


were in the law; but tithes fince the days of the apoftles have been 
only fince the falfe church got up. Chrift, who is come to end 
the law, and to end war, redeems men out of the tenths, and out 
the nines alfo. The redeemed of the Lord fhall reign upon the 
earth, and know the election which was before the world began. 
Since the days of the apoftles, tithes have been fet up by the 
papifts, and by them that went from the apoftles into the world ; 
fet up by the falfe church that made merchandize of the people, 
fince the true church went into the wildernefs. But now is the 
judgment of the great whore come ; the beaft and falfe prophet (thé 
old dragon) fhall be taken and caft into the fire, and the Lamb and 


his faints fhall have the victory. Now is Chrift come who will » | 


make war in righteoufnefs, and deftroy with the fword of his 
mouth all thefe inventers and inventions that have been fet up fince 
the days of the apoftles, and fince the true church went into the 
wildernefs. And the everlafting gofpel, which is the power of God, 
fhall be preached again to all nations, kindreds, and tongues in this 


* the Lamb’s day ; before whom you fhall appear to judgment. You 


have no way toefcape. For he hath appeared who is the Firft and 
the Laft, the Beginning and the Ending, the Alpha and the 
Omega: he that was dead is alive again, and lives for ever- 
more!’ 


I indienne before, that Gervafe Benfon and Anthony Pearfon, 


though they had been juftices of the peace, were not permitted to 
come to me in the prifon; whereupon they jointly wrote: a letter to 
the magiftrates, priefts, and people at Carlifle, concerning my im- 


prifonment: thus, | 


HE 
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HE who is called George Fox; who is perfecuted by rulers'and 1653. 
- magiftrates, by juftices,: priefts, and people, and who fuffers Carlile 
the imprifonment ‘of his body at this prefent as a blafphemer, an fon. 
heretick, and a feducer, him do we witnels (who in meafure are 
made partakers of the fame life which lives in him) to be a minifter 
of the eternal word of God, by whom the everlafting gofpel is 
preached ; by the powerful preaching whereof the eternal Father 
of the faints hath opened the blind eyes, unftopped the deaf ears, 
let the opprefied go free, and hath raifed the dead out of the graves. 
Chrift is now preached in and among the faints, the fame that ever 
he was; and becaufe his heavenly image is borne up in this his 
faithful fervant, therefore doth fallen man (rulers, priefts, and peo-= 
ple) perfecute him. . Becaufe he lives up out of the fall, and tefti- 
fies againft the works of the world, that the deeds thereof are 
evil, he fuffers by you magiftrates, not as an evil-doer. -'Thus it. 
was ever where the feed of God was kept in prifon under the 
curfed nature, that nature fought to imprifon them in whom ‘it was 
raifed. The Lord will make him to you as a burthenfome {tone ; 
for the {word of the Spirit of the Almighty is put into the hands of 
the faints, which {hall wound all the wicked; and fhall not be put 
up till it hath cut down all corrupt judges, juftices, magiftrates, 
priefts, and profeffors ; till he hath brought his wonderful thing to 
pafs in the earth, which is to make new heavens and a new earth, 
wherein fhall dwell righteoufnefs; which now he is about to do. 
Therefore fear the Lord God Almighty, ye judges, juftices, com- 
manders, priefts, and people; ye that forget God, fuddenly will 
the Lord come and deliroy you with an utter deftruction, and will 
{weep your names out of the earth, and will reftore his people | 
judges as at the firft, and counfellors as at the beginning. And all 
‘. perfecutors fhall partake of the plagues of the whore, who hath 
« made the kings of the earth and the great men drunk with the 
© wine of her fornications, and hath drunk the blood of thé faints ; 
and therefore fhall. you be partakers of her plagues. We are not 
fuffered to fee our friend in prifon, whom we witnefs to be a mef- 
fenger of the Living’ God. Now, all people, mind whether this 
be according to law, or from the wicked, perverfe, envious will of 
the envious rulers and magiftrates, who are of the fame generation 
that perfecuted Jefus Chrift; for he faid, “ as they have done to 
‘ me, fo will they do to you.” And as he took the love, the kind- 
nefs, and fervice that was fhewed and performed to any of his 
affliéted ones in their fufferings and diftrefs, as done unto himfelf ; 
fo the injuries and wrongs that were done by any to any of his little 
ones, he refented as done unto himfelf alfo. ‘Lherefore you, who 
are fo far from vifiting him yourfelves in his fuffering fervant that 
ye will not fuffer his brethren to vifit him, ye muit depart, ye 
workers of iniquity, into the lake that burns with fire. ‘The Lord 
is coming to threfh the mountains, and will beat them to duft ; and 
all corrupt rulers, corrupt officers, and corrupt laws, the Lord will 
take vengeance on, by which the tender confciences of his people 
are opprefled. He will give his people his law, and will judge his 
people himfelf, not according to the fight of the eye and ee 
4 , ; * 2 
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of the ear, but with righteoufnefs and equity. Now are yout, 
hearts made manifeft to be full of envy againft the living truth of 
God, which is: made manifeft in his people, who are contemned 
and defpifed of the world, and fcornfully called Quakers. You aré 
worfe than the heathens that put Paul in prifon, for none of his 
friends or acquaintance were hindered to come to him by them : 
therefore they fhall be witnefles againft you. Ye are made mani- 
feft to the faints to be of the fame generation that put Chrift to 
death, and that put the apoftle in priton, on the fame pretence as 
you act under; in calling truth error, and the minifters of God 
blafphemers, as they did. But the day is dreadful and terrible 
that thall come upon you, ye evil magiftrates, priefts, and people, 
who profefs the truth in words outwardly, and yet perfecute the 
power of truth and them that ftand in and for the truth. While ye 
have time, prize it, and remember what is written, Ifa. liv. 17. 
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‘ Gervafe Benfon, 
‘ Anthony Pearfon.’ 


Not long after this the Lord’s power came over the juftices, and they 
were made to fet me at liberty. But fome time before the governor 
and Anthony Pearfon came down into the prifon to fee the place where 
Iwas kept, and underftand what ufage Ihad. They found the place: 
fo bad, and the favour {o ill, that they cried fhame of the magiftrates 
for fuffering the gaoler to do fuch things. They called for the gaolers 
into the prifon, and required them to find fureties for their good be-. 
haviour; and the under-gaoler, who had been fuch a cruel fellow,. 
they put into the prifon with me amongft the mofs-troopers. 

After I was fet at liberty I went to Thomas Bewley’s, wheré came: 
a baptift-teacher to oppofe me; who was convinced. Robert Wid- 
ders being with me was moved to go to Coldbeck fteeple-houfe, and 
the baptiit-teacher went along with him the fame day. . The people 
fellupon them, almoft killed Robert Widders, and took the baptilt’s 


‘{word from him and beat him forely. This baptift had the in- 


heritance of an impropriation of tithes, and he went home and gave: 
it up freely. Robert Widders was fent to Carlifle gaol, where 
having lain a while he was fet at liberty. William Dewhbury alfo. 
went to a fteeple-houfe hard by, and the people almoft killed him, 
they beat him fo ; but the Lord’s power was over all and healed them 
again. In that day many friends went to the {teeple-houfes to de- 
clare the truth to the priefts and people; and great fufferings they 
underwent, but the Lord’s power fuftained them. cael 

_ Now I went into the country, and had mighty great meetings. 
The everlafting gofpel and word of life flourithed, thoufands were 
turned to the Lord Jefus Chrift and to his teaching. Several who. 


had taken tithes as impropriators denied the receiving of them any 


Wettmore- 
land. ‘ 
Strickland - 
Read. 


longer, and delivered them up freely to the parifhioners. Paffing into 
Weiltmoreland I had many great meetings. At Strickland-head I 
had a large meeting, where Henry Draper, a juftice of peace out of 
Bifhoprick, came, and many contenders were there. The priefts 
and magiftrates were in a great rage againft me in Weftmoreland, 

: and 
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and hed a warrant to apprehend me; which they renewed from time 1653. 
totime. Yet the Lord did not fuffer them to ferve it upon me. I STGp 
travelled amongit friends, vifiting meetings till I came to Swarth- head. 
more, where I heard the baptifis and profefiors in Scotland had fent S¥athmore. 
to have a difpute with me. JI fent them word, I would meet them ‘Combertana. 
in Cumberland at Thomas Bewley’s ; whither accordingly I went, but 

none of them came. Some dangers at this time I underwent in my 

travels. Going through Wigton on a market-day, the people of Wigton. 
the town had jet a guard with pitch-forks; and though fome of 

their own neighbours were with us, they kept us cut of the town, 

and would not let us pafs through it, under a pretence of preventing 

the ficknefs, which there was no occafion for. However, they fell 

upon us, and had like to have fpoiled us and our horfes; but the 

Lord refirained them, that they did not much hurt; and we paffed 

away. Another time, as we were pafiing between two friends houfes, 

fome rude fellows lay in wait in a lane, and exceedingly {toned and 

abufed us; but at lait, through the Lord’s affiftance, we got through 

them, and had not much hurt. But this fhewed the fruits of the 

prieft’s teaching, which fhamed their profeffion of chriftianity. 

“After I had vifited friends in that county, I went into Bifhoprick, Bithoprick of 
having large meetings by the way. A very large meeting I had at P°*™- 
Anthony Pearfon’s, where many were convinced. From thence I 
_ paffed through Northumberland to Derwentwater, where we had Northumber- 
great meetings ; and the priefts threatened they would come, but none a ee 
came. The everlafting word of life was freely. preached, and freely water. 
received ; hundreds being turned to Chrift, their teacher. 

In Northumberland many came to difpute. Some pleaded againft 

perfeétion ; to whom I declared, ¢ That Adam and Eve were perfect 
* before they fell: and all that God made was perfe&t; and that the 
* imperfection came by the devil and the fall :*but Chrift, who came 
€ to deftroy the devil, faid, ‘“« Be ye perfect.” One of the profeffors 
alledged, that Job faid, ‘ Shall mortal man be more pure than his 
© Maker? The heavens are not clean in his fight. God charged his 
* angels with folly. I fhewed him his miftake, and let him fee, < it 
‘ was not Job that faid fo, but one of thofe that contended againft 
‘ him; for Job ftood for perfection, and held his integrity ; and they 
* were called miferable comforters.’ Thefe profefiors faid, The out- 
ward body was the body of death and fin. I difcovered their miftake 
in that alfo, fhewing them, ‘ That Adam and Eve had each of them 
* an outward body, before the body of death and fin got into them; 
* and that man and woman will have bodies, when the body of fin 
* and death is put off again ; when they are renewed up into the image 
_ © of God again by Chrift Jefus, which they were in before they fell.’ 
They ceafed at that time from oppofing, and glorious meetings we had 
in the Lord’s power. ’ 

Then paffed we to Hexarg, where we had.a great meeting a-top of He. 
an hill. The prieft threatened he would come and oppofe us, but he 
came not; fo all was quiet: ‘ And the everlafting day and renowned 
‘ truth of the everliving God was founded over thofe dark countries, 
© and his Son exalted over all. It was proclaimed amongft the people, 

* that the day was now come, wherein all that made a profeffion ~ 
; Ee ‘ the 
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* the Son of God, might receive him; and that to as many as would 
* receive him, he would give power to become the fons of God, as 
‘ he had done to me.’ It was further declared, « That he who had 
‘ the Son of God, had life eternal ; but he that had not the Son of 
‘ God (though he profeffed all the Scriptures, from the firft of Ge- 
‘ nefis to the laft of the Revelations) had no life.’ So after. all were 
directed to the light of Chrift, by which they might fee him, receive 
him, and know where their true teacher was, and the everlafting 
truth had been largely declared amongft them, we pafled through 
Hexam peaceably, and came into Gilfland, a country noted tor 
thieving. 

Here a friend fpying the prieft, went to fpeak to him; whereupon 
he came to our inn, and the town’s-people gathered about us. ‘The 
prieft faid, He would prove us deceivers out of the bible, but could 
find no fcripture for his purpofe. Then he went into the inn; and 
after a while came out again, and brought fome broken fentences of 
{cripture, that mention the doctrines and commandments of men; &c. 
and Touch not, Tafte not, &c. for they perifh with the ufing. All 
which, poor man! was his own condition; whereas we were perfe- 
cuted becaufe we would not tafte, nor touch, nor handle their doc- 
trines and traditions, which we knew perifhed with ufing. I afked 
him, What he called the fteeple-houfe ? ‘ Oh,’ faid he, « the dread- 
© ful houfe of God, the temple of God.’ I fhewed him, and the 
poor, dark people, ‘ That their bodies fhould be the temples of God, 
‘ and that Chrift never commanded thefe temples, but ended. that 
‘ temple at Jerufalem which God had commanded.’ While 1 was 
fpeaking, the prieft got away: and afterwards the people made as if 
they feared we would take their purfes, or fteal their horfes ; judging 
us like themfelves, who are naturally given to thieving. 

The next day we came into Cumberland again, where we had a 
general meeting of thoufands of people a-top of an hill near Langlands. 
A glorious and heavenly meeting it was; forthe glory of the Lord did 
fhine over all; and there were as many as one could well {peak over; 
the multitude was fo great. Their eyes were turned to Chrift their 
teacher ; and they came to fit under their own vine; infomuch that 
Francis Howgill, coming afterwards to vifit them, found they had no 
need of words; for they were fitting under their teacher Chrift Jefus ; 
in the fenfe whereof, he fat down amongft them, without. {peaking 
any thing. A great convincement there was in Cumberland, Bifhop- 


_ rick, Northumberland, Weftmorland, Lancafhire, and Yorkthire ; and 


Brigham. 


“the day: for when I began, he oppofed me ; fo if any law was broken, 


the plants of God grew and flourifhed, the heavenly rain defcending; 
and God’s glory fhining upon them: many mouths were opened by the 
Lord to his praife yea, to babes and fucklings he ordained ftrength. 
After my releafe from Carlifle prifon, I was moved to go to prieft 
Wilkinfon’s fteeple-houfe again: and being got in before him, when 
he came, I was declaring the truth to the people, though they were 
but few ;. for the moft and beft of his hearers were. turned to Chrift’s — 
free teaching and we had a meeting of friends hard-by, where Tho- 
mas Se@bbs was. declaring the word of life amongft them. . As foon as 
the: priéft came in, he oppofed me: and there we ftaid moft part of 


he 
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he broke it. When his people would be haling me out,. I manifefted 


til. 


1653.. 


his fruits to be fuch as Chritt {pake of, when he faid, ‘ They thall hale ee 


* you out-of their fynagogues :’ and then he would be afhamed, and 
they would let me alone. ». There did he ftand, till it was almoft night, 


jangling, and oppofing me; and would not go to,his dinner, for he ~ 


thought to have wearied me out. But at laft the Lord’s power and 
truth came fo over him, that he packed away with his people. When 
he was gone, I went to the meeting of friends, who were turned to 
the Lord, and eftablifhed by his power upon Chrift, the rock and 
foundation of the true prophets and apoftles. 


About this time the priefts and profeflors fell to prophefying againft North coun- 


us afrefh.. They had faid long before, That we fhould be deftroyed *” 


within a month; after that, they prolonged the time to half a year : 
but that time being long expired, and we mightily increafed in num- 
_ ber, they now gave out, That we would eat out one another. For 
after meetings, many tender people, having a great way to go. tarried 
at friends houfes by the way, and fometimes more than there were 
beds to lodge in; {o that fome have lain on the hay-mows.: hereupon 
. fear poffefled the profeffors and world’s people. For they were afraid, 
that when we had eaten one another out, we would all come to be 
maintained by the parifhes, and be chargeable to them. But after a 
while, when they faw that the Lord blefied and increafed friends, as 
he did Abraham, both in the field and in the bafket, at their goings 
ferth and comings in, at their rifings up and lyings down, and that all 


things profpered with them ; then they faw the falfhood of all their. 


prophecies againft us ; and that it was.in vain to curfe where God had 
blefled. At the firft convincement, when friends could not put off 
their hats to people, nor fay You to a fingle perfon, but Thou and 
Thee, or could not bow, nor ufe flattering words in falutations, nor go 
into the fafhions and cuftoms of the world; many friends, that were 
tradefmen, loft their cuftomers ; for the people were fhy of them, and 
would not trade with them ; fo that for a time fome could hardly get 
money enough to buy bread. But afterwards, when people came to 
have experience of friends honefty and faithfulnefs, and found that 
their Yea was Yea, and their Nay was Nay; that they kept to a word 
in their dealings, and that they would not cozen and cheat them; but 
that if they fent a child to their fhops for any thing, they were as well 
ufed as if they had come themfelves; the lives and converfations of friends 
did preach, and reached to the witnefs of God in the-people. Then 
things altered fo, that all the inquiry was, ‘ Where was a draper, or 
* fhopkeeper, or taylor, or fhoe-maker, or any other tradefman, that 
* wasa Quaker ?’ Infomuch that friends had more bufinefs than many of 
their neighbours ; and if. there was any trading, they had a great part 
of it. Then the envious profeffors altered their note, and began to 
cry out, < If we let thefe Quakers alone, they will take the trade of 
‘ the nation out of our hands.’ This hath been the Lord’s doings to 
and for his people! which my defire is, that all who profefs his holy 
truth may be truly kept fenfible of; and that all may be preferved in 
and by his power and Spirit, faithful to God and man: firft to God, 
in obeying him in all things; and then in doing unto all men that 
which is juft and righteous, in all things that they have to do or oa 
wit 
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with them in: that the Lord God may be glorified in their’ practifing 
truth, holinefs, godlinefs, and righteoufnefs amongft people, in their 
lives and converfations. x 

Friends being grown very numerous in the northern parts of this 
nation, and divers young convinced ones coming daily in among us, 
I was moved of the Lord to write the following epiftle, and fend it 
amongft them, for the ftirring up the pure mind, and raifing an holy 
care and watchfulnefs in.them over themfelves, and one another, for 
the honour of truth. : 


‘« To you all, friends every-where, f{cattered abroad : 


N the meafure of the life of God wait for wifdom from God, from 
whom it comes. And all ye, who are children of God, wait 
for the living food from the living God, to be nourifhed up to eternal 
life, from the one fountain from whence life comes ; that in order ye 
may all be guided and walk: fervants in your places, young men 
and young women in your places, and rulers of families ; that every 
one, in your refpective places, may adorn the truth in the meafure 
of ‘it. With it let your minds be kept up to the Lord Jefus, from 
whence it doth come; that a {weet favour ye may be to God, and 
in wifdom ye may all be ordered and ruled: that a crown and a 
glory ye may be one to another in the Lord, And that no ftrife, 
bitternefs, nor felf-will may appear amongft you; but with the Light 
in which the unity is, al] that may be condemned. And that every 
one-in particular may fee to and take care of the ordering and ruling 
of their own family ; that in righteoufnefs and wifdom it may. be 
governed, the fear and dread of the Lord fet in every one’s heart, 
that the fecrets of the Lord every one may come to receive, that 
ftewards of his grace you may come to be, to difpenfe it to every one 
as they have need; and fo in favouring and right-difcerning you 
may all be kept: that nothing contrary to the pure life of God may 
be brought forth in you, or among you ; but all that is contrary to 
it, may by it be judged; that in light, in life and love ye may all 
live; and all that is contrary to the light, life, and love, may be 
brought to judgment, and by that light be condemned. And that 
no fruitlefs trees be among you; but all cut down, condemned by 
the light, and caft into the fire; that every one may bear and bring 
forth fruit to God, and grow fruitful in his knowledge and in his 
wifdom ; and that none may appear in words, beyond what they are 
in the life that gave forth the words. Here none fhall be as the un 
timely figs; none fhall be of thofe trees whofe fruit withers: fuch 
go in Cain’s way, from the light; and by it are condemned. Let 
none of you boaft yourfelves above your meafure; if you do, out of 
God’s kingdom you are excluded: for in that boafting part gets up 
the pride and the ftrife which is contrary to the light that leads to the 
kingdom of God, gives an entrance thereinto, and an underftanding 
to know the things that belong to the kingdom. There the light 
and life of man every one receives ; him who was before the world 
was, by whom it was made; who is the righteoufnefs of God, and 
e ; © his 
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_* his wifdom: to whom all glory, honour, thanks, and praife belongs, . _ 1953- 

‘ who is God blefled for ever. Let no image nor likenefs be made ; Norn counz 
but wait in the light, which will bring condemnation on that part try. 
which would make images ; for that prifons the juft. To the lutt 

yield not the eye, nor the flefh; for the pride of life ftands in that 

which keeps out the love of the Father; and upon which his judg- 

- ments and wrath remain, where the love of the world is fought after; 

and a crown that is mortal. In this ground the evil enters, which 

is curfed ; which brings forth briars and thorns, where death reigns; 

and tribulation and anguifh are upon every foul, and the Egyptian 

tongue is heard: all which is by the light condemned. ‘There the 

earth is, which muft be removed: by the light it is feen, and by 

the power it is removed, and out of its place it is fhaken ; to which 

the thunders utter their voices, before the myfteries of God be opened, 

and Jefus revealed. Therefore all ye, whofe minds are turned to 

this light, wait upon the Lord Jefus for the crown that is immortal, 

« and that fadeth not away. 
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\¢ This is to be fent amoneft all friends in 
‘ the truth, the flock of God, to be read 
© at their meetings. 


While friends abode in the northern parts, a prieft of Wrexham 
in Wales, named Morgan Floyd, having heard reports concerning 
us, fent two of his congregation into the north to inquire concerning 
us, to try us, and bring him an account of us. When thefe triers 
came amongft us, the power of the Lord feized on them, and they 
were both convinced of the truth. So they ftaid fome time with us, 
and then returned to Wales ; where afterwards one of them departed 
from his convincement ; but the other, named John-ap-John, abode 
in the truth, and received a part of the miniftry, in which he con- 
tinued faithful. 

Now were the priefts greatly difturbed at Newcaftle, Kendal, and 
in moft of the northern counties, There being one Gilpin, who 
had fometimes come amongtt us at Kendal, and foon ran out from 
the truth into vain imaginations; they made what evil ufe they 
could of him againft us; but the Lord’s power confounded them all. 
And the Lord God cut off two of. thofe perfecuting juftices at Car- 
lifle ; and the other, after a time, was turned out of his place, and 
left the town. 

About this time the oath or engagement to O. Cromwel was ten- 
dered to the foldiers; many of whom were difbanded, becaufe, in 
obedience to Chrift, they could not fwear: John Stubbs, for one, 
who was convinced when I was in Carlifle prifon, became a good 
foldier in the Lamb’s war, and a faithful minifter of Chrift Jefus ; 
travelling much in the fervice of the Lord in Holland, Ireland, Scot- 
land, Italy, Egypt, and America. And the Lord’s power preferved 
him out of the hands of the papifts, though many times he was in 
‘great danger of the inquifition. But fome of the foldiers, who had 
been convinced in their judgment, ‘sa had not come into obedience 
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to the truth, took O. Cromwel’s oath; and, going afterwards into 
Scotland, and coming before a garrifon there, ‘the garrifon thinking 
they had been enemies, fired at them, and killed divers of them ; 
which was a fad event. 

When the churches were fettled in the north, and friends were 
fat down under Chrift’s teaching, and the glory of the Lord fhined 
over them, I paffed from Swarthmore to Lancafter about the begin- 
ning of the year 1654, vifiting friends, till I came to Synder-hill-green, 
where a meeting was appointed three weeks before; leaving the north - 


 freth and green, under Chrift their teacher. We paffed thro’ Hallifax, | 


Hallifax. 


Synder-hill- 
green. 


a rude town of profeffors, and came to Tho. Taylor's, who had been a 
captain, where we met with fome janglers : but the Lord’s power was 
over all; for I travelled in the motion of God’s power. When I 
came to Synder-hill-green, there was a mighty meeting fome thou- 
fands of people, as it was judged, and many perfons of note were 
there, captains, and other officers; and there was a general con- 
vincement ; for the Lord’s power and truth was fet over all, and there 
was no oppofition. 

About this time did the Lord move upon the fpirits of many whom 
he had raifed up, and fent forth to labour in his vineyard, to travel 
fouthwards, and {pread themfelves in the fervice of the gofpel to the 
eaftern, fouthern, and weftern parts of the nation: Francis Howgill . 
and Edward Burrough to London; John Camm and John Audland 


to Briftol; Richard Hubberthorn and George Whitehead towards 


Norwich ; Thomas Holmes into Wales, and many others different 
ways: for above fixty minifters had the Lord raifed up, and did now 
fend abroad out of the north country. The fenfe of their fervice 
being very weighty upon me, I was moved to give forth the follow- 


ing paper: ‘ 
‘ To friends in the miniftry : 


: a friends every-where, Know the Seed of God, which 
bruifeth the feed of the ferpent, and is a-top of the feed of 

the ferpent ; which Seed fins not, but bruifeth the ferpent’s head 
that doth fin, and tempts to fin: which Seed God’s promife and 
bleffing is to; and which is one in the male. and in the female. 
Where it is head, and hath bruifed the head of the other, to the 
beginning you are come; and the younger is known, and he that 
is fervant to the younger ; and the promife of God, which is to 
the Seed, is fulfilled and fulfilling; and the fcriptures come to be 
opened and owned; and the flefh of Chrift known, who took 
upon him the feed of Abraham according to the flefh; the ever- 
lafting priefthood known, and everlafting covenant. Chrift takes 
upon him the feed of Abraham, and is a prieft after the order 
of Melchifedeck; without father, without mother, without be- 
ginning of ‘days or end of life: this is the prieft that ever 
lives; the covenant of life, light, and peace. The everlaft- 
ing offering here is known once for all, which offering over- 
throws that-nature which offered; out of which the priefthood 
« arofe, 
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* arofe, that could not continue by reafon of death. And here is | 1654. 
« the other offering known, the everlafting offering ; which perfects Noa coon. 
¢ for ever them that are fanctified: which offering blotted out the try. 
‘ hand-writing of ordinances, triumphs over them, and afcends above 
' ¢ all principalities and powers. He that hath the Spirit of Jefus, 

* fees this; and here is the love of God received, that doth not re- 
€ joice in iniquity, but leads to repent of it. This is the word of 
¢ the Lord God to you all, friends every-where fcattered abroad, 
‘ Know the power of God in one another, and in that rejoice; 
‘ for then you rejoice in the crofs of Chrift, who is not of the 
* world: which crofs is the power of God to all them that are 
‘ faved. You, that know and feel the power, you feel the crofs of 
* Chrift, you feel the gofpel, which is the power of God unto fal- 
* vation to every one that believeth. He that believes in the light, 
* believes in the everlafting covenant, in the one offering, comes to 
« the life of the prophets and Mofes, comes to fee Chrift the hope, 
‘ the myftery, which hope perifheth not; lets you fee the hope that 
‘ perifheth, which is not that myftery: and the expectation in that 
* perifhing hope fades. Where this never-failing hope is witnefied, 
‘ the Lord comes to be fanctified in the heart, and you come to the 
. € beginning, to Chrift the hope, which perifheth not; but the other 
© hope, the other expectation perifheth. So all of you, know the 
* perifhing of the other, and the failing of the expectation therein ; 
€. and know that which perifheth not: that you may be ready to give 
* a reafon of this hope with meeknefs and fear, to every man that 
© afketh you. Chrift the hope, the myftery, perifheth not; the 
‘ end of all perifhing things, the end of all changeable things, 
‘ the end of the decaying covenant, the end of that which waxeth 
‘ old; the end of the firft covenant, of Mofes, and of the pro- 
‘ phets; the righteoufnefs of God, Chrift Jefus the fon: his 
‘ throne ye will know, heirs with him ye will be ; who makes his 
* children kings and priefts to him, and brings them to know his 
* throne, and his power. ‘There is no juftification out of the light, 
* out of Chrift : juftification is in the light, in Chrift. Here is the 
* doer of the will of God; here’s the entering into the kingdom. 
‘ He that believes in the light, becomes a child of light; and here 
* the wifdom is received, that is juftified of her children. Here be- 
‘ lieving in the light, you fhall not abide in darknefs; but fhall 
_ © have the light of life ; and come every one to witnefs the light that 
¢ fhines in your hearts, which will give you the light of the know~ 
* ledge of the glory of God, in the face of Jefus Chrift. With this 
* light you will fee him reign, who is the prince of life and peace ; 
¢ which light turns from him that is out of the truth, and abode not 
* init; where the true peace is not. , 

‘ Friends, Be not hafty: for he that believes in the light, makes 
© not hafte. Here the grace*is received, by which you come to be 
* faved; the election is known, which obtains the promife ; the will 
* is feen, that wills; the mind is known, that runs, which obtains 
* not; but ftops and dulls. Now, that with the light being feen, 
‘ and judged, and ftopped, the patience is here known, which ob- 
* tains the crown; and the immortality is brought to light. So all 
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who aé& contrary to the light, and do not believe init, do not come 
to juftification. And all friends, if you go from the light, from 
wanting to have the promife of God fulfilled to the Seed, whereby» 
you may know Chrift reign, you thereby bring on yourfelves change- 
able garments, and come to wear the changeable garments, and the 
ftrange flefh, which leads to adultery, which the law goes upon ; 
which thats out of the kingdom : and out of this will doth proceed 
the work or building that is for the fire; whereby you may come to 
fuffer lofs. ‘Therefore love the light, which doth condemn that; 
and receive the power from the Lord, with which you ftand over 
that, and condemn it; feeling and feeing that which gives: you vic- 
tory over the world, and to fee out of time, to before time. Again, 
friends, Know Abraham, that muft obey the voice of Sarah, that 
bears feed ; which cafts forth the bond-woman and her fon. Do not 
go forth, there will the wildnefs lodge. Know that which bears the _ 
wild fon, and its mother, who is not Sarah ; for the promife is to the 
Seed, not of many, but one; which feed is Chrift: and this feed 
now you come to witnefs ftands on the top of all, yea, on the head 
of the ferpent. And fo all, as Ifaid before, who come to feel and 
witnefs this, come to the beginning: and this to all the feed of 
God, the church, that it you may all come to know, where there 
is no blemifh, nor fpot, nor wrifikle, nor any fuch thing.- This is 
that which is purchafed by the blood of Jefus, and to the Father 
prefented out of all that defiles; which is the pillar and ground of 
truth. None attain to this, but fuch who come to the light of 
Chrift, who purchafed this church. They who go from the light, 
are fhut out and condemned, though they profefs all the {criptures 
declared from it. ‘Therefore walk in the light, that you may 
have fellowfhip with the Son, and with the Father; and come all 
to witnefs his image, his power, and his law, which is his light, that 
hath converted your fouls, and brought them to fubmit to the higher 
power, above that which is out of the truth; that you may know 
here the mercy and truth, and the faith that works by love, which 
Chrift is the author of ; who lighteth every one of you: which faith 
gives the victory. That which gives the victory, is perfect; and 
that which the minifters of God received from God, is that which 
is perfect ; and that which they are to minifter, is for the perfecting 
of the faints ; till they all come in the unity of the faith unto a per- 
fe&t man, This is the word of the Lord to you all: Every one in 
the meafure of life wait, that with it all your minds may be guided 
up to the Father of life, the Father of fpirits; to receive power from 
him, and wifdom, that with it you may be ordered to his glory: to 
whom be all glory for ever ! All keep in the light and life, that judgeth 
down that which is contrary to the light and life. So the Lord God 
Almighty be'with you all. And keep your meetings every-where, be 
ing guided by that of God; by that you may fee the Lord among. 
you, who lighteth every man that cometh into the world; that men whe 
are come into the world might believe. He that believeth not, the light 
condemns him : he that believeth, cometh out of condemnation. This 
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light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world, 1654. 
which they that hate it ftumble af, is the light of men. we North a 
« All friends that fpeak in publick, fee that it be in the life of try. 
God ; for that begets fo God : the fruits of that fhall never wither: 
This fows to the Spirit which is in prifon, and of the Spirit 
reaps life; arid the other fows to the fleth, and of the fleth reaps 
corruption. This you miay fee all the world over amongft 
thefe feéds-men, what may be reaped in the field, that is 
the world. Therefore in the Spirit of the Lord wait; which 
cuts down and caits out all this, the root and brariches of it. 
So in that wait to feceivé power, and the Lord God Almighty 
preferve you in it; whereby you may come to feel the light, 
that comprehends time and the world, and fathoms it: which, be- 
lieved in, gives you victory over the world. Here the power of the 
Lord is received, which fubdues all the contrary, and puts off the 
garments that will ftain and pollute. With this light you come to 
reach the light in every man, which Chrift enlighteris every man 
that cometh into the world withal ; and here the things of Chrift 
come to be known, and the voice of Chrift heard. Therefore 
keep in the light, the coveriant of peace ; and walk in the covenant 
of life. There is that which maketh merry over the witnefs of God, 
and there is that which maketh merry in the Lord; which re- 
joiceth over that which hath made merry over it: of that take no- 
tice, you who be in the light. Such the Lord doth beautify, whofe 
truft is in his ftrength ; and the Lord doth fee fuch, and them that 
arein his light. But fuch as be from the light, whofe eyes are 
after their abominations and idols, their eyes are to be blinded, 
their beautiful idols and their abominations to be defttoyed, and by 
the light condemned, which they have made from the life in 
their own ftrength: which with the light is feen, and overthrown 
by the power of God. ‘ If you can change my covenant,” faith 
the Lord, “* which keeps the day in its feafon, and the night in 
*< its feafon (mark, my covenant, the light) if you can change this, 
«¢ then may you change the covenant of God with his feed.” So all 
« friends that are turned to the light which cometh from him by 
© whom the world was made, who was before it was made, Chrift 
Jefus, the Saviour of your fouls, abide in the light, and you will 
fee your falvation to be walls and bulwarks againft that which the 
light difcovers to be contrary to it. Waiting in the light you will 
receive the power of God, which is the gofpel of peace, that you 
may be fhod withit. Know that in one another which raifeth 
up the feed of God, fets it over the world and the earth, and cru- 


cifies the affections and lufts: then the truth comes to reign, which 
is the guide. 
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About this time Rice Jones of Nottingham (who had been a Baptift 
and was turned Ranter) and his company began to prophefy againft 
“me, giving out, That I was then at the highe(t, and after that time I 
fhould fall down as faft. He fent a bundle of railing. papers from 
Nottingham to Mansfield, Claufon, and the towns thereabouts, 
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_ judging friends for declaring the truth in the markets and in the 


fteeple-houfes; which papers I anfwered. “But their prophecies . 
came upon themfelves ; for foon after they fell to pieces, and many 
of his followers became friends, and continued fo. And through the 
Lord’s bleffed power truth and friends have increafed, and do increafe 
in the increafe of God; and I by the fame power have been and am 
preferved, and kept in the everlafting feed that never fell nor changes. 
But Rice Jones took the oaths that were put to him, and fo difobeyed 
the command of Chrift. Many fuch falfe prophets have rifen up 
again{ft me, but the Lord hath blafted them, and will blaft all who 
rife againft the bleffed feed, and me in that. My confidence is in 
the Lord; for whofoever did, I faw their end, and how the Lord 
would confound them before he fent me forth. 

I was now at Synder-hill-green, where I had a large meeting in 
the day-time, and another at night in Thomas Stacy’s houfe; for the 
people came from far and could not foon depart. The high theriff 
of the county told captain Bradford he intended to come up, with 
half a dozen of his troopers, to the meeting ; but the Lord pre- 
vented him. When I had ftaid fome meetings thereabouts, I tra- 
velled up and down in Yorkfhire as far as Holdernefs, and to the 
Land’s-end that way, vifiting friends and the churches of Chrift ; 
which were finely fettled under his teaching. At length I reached 
captain Bradford’s houfe, whither many Ranters came from York — 
to wrangle; but they were confounded. Thither came fhe called 
the lady Montague; who was then convinced, and lived and died in 
the truth. 

Then I went to ThomasTaylot’s withinthree miles of Halifax, where 
was a meeting of about two hundred people; among{t which were 
many rude perfons, and divers butchers, who had bound themfelves with 
an oath before they came out, that they would kill me (as I was told) : 
one of thofe butchers had been accufed for killing a man and a woman. 
They came in a very rude manner, and made a great difturbance in 
the meeting, which being in a. clofe, Thomas Taylor ftood up and. 
faid to them, “* If you will be civil, you may ftay; but if not, I 
‘* charge you to be gone from off my ground.” But they grew worfe, 
and faid they would make it like a common; and they yelled and 
made a noife a8 if they had been at a bear-baiting. They thruft friends 
up and down, who being peaceable, the Lord’s power came over 
them. Several times they pufh’d meoff fromthe place I ftood on, by 
the crowding of the people together againft me; but ftill I was moved 
of the Lord to ftand up again as I was thruft down. At laft I was 
moved of ‘the Lord to fay to them, ¢ If they would difcourfe of the | 
‘ things of God, let them come up to me one by one; and if, they 
‘ had any thing to object, I would anfwer them all, one after an- 
‘ other ;’ but they were all filent, and had nothing to fay: and 
then the Lord’s power came fo over them all, and anfwered the di- 
vine witnefs in them, that they were bound by the power of God, 
and a glorious, powerful meeting we had, and the minds of the 
people were turned by the holy Spirit in them to God, and to Chrift 


their teacher. The powerful word of life was largely declared that 
day, and in the life and power of God we broke up our meeting ; 
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‘and that rude company went their way to Halifax. The people afked | 1954. 
them, “ Why they did not kill me, according to the oath they had 
*“ {worn ?” ‘They malicioufly anfwered, «* I had fo bewitched them 
*« they could not do it.” ‘Thus was the devil chained at that time. 
Friends told me, they ufed to come at other times and be very rude, 
‘and fometimes break their feats and make frightful work amongtt . 
them ; but the Lord’s power had now bound them. Shortly after 
this butcher, that had been accufed of killing a man and a woman be- 
fore, and who was one of thofe that had bound himfelf by an oath to 
kill me, killed another man, and was thereupon fent to York gaol. 
Another of thofe rude butchers, who had alfo fworn to kill me, Example; 
having accuftomed himfelf to thruft his tongue out of his mouth in 
derifion of friends when they pafied by him, had his tongue fo fwollen 
out of his mouth that he could never draw it in again, but died fo. 
Several ftrange and fuddén judgments came upon many of thefe con- 
{pirators againft me, which would be too large to declare here. 
God’s vengeance from heaven came upon the blood-thirfty, who 
fought after blood ; for all fuch fpirits I laid before the Lord, and 
left him to deal with them, who is itronger than all, in whofe power 
I was preferved and carried on todo his work. The Lord hath 
raifed a fine people in thofe parts, whom he hath drawn to Chrift, 
and gathered in hisname; who feel Chrift amongft them, and fit 
under his teaching. 

After this I came to Balbys; from whence feveral friends accom- Balby. _ 
panied me into Lincolnfhire, of whom fome went to the {teeple~ Lincolnfhireg 
houfes, and fome to private meetings. There came to the meeting 
“where I was, the theriff of Lincoln, and feveral with him; who 
‘made great contention and jangling for atime: but at length the 
Lord’s power ftruck him, that he was convinced of the truth, and 
received the word of life, as did feveral others alfo who had oppofed, 
and continued among friends till they died. Great meetings there 
were, and a large convincement in thofe parts.. Many were turned 
to the Lord Jefus, and came to fit under his teaching, leaving their 
_ priefts and their fuperftitious ways; and the day of the Lord flou- 
rifhed over all amongft them that came to our meetings in that 
country. One called Sir Richard Wrey was.convinced ; alfo his bro-~ 
ther and his brother’s wife, who abode in the truth and died therein ; 
though he afterwards ran out. 

Having vifited thofe countries, I came into Derbyfhire ; the theriff Derbythire, 
of Lincoln, who was lately convinced, being with me. In one 
meeting we had fome oppofition; but the Lord’s glorious power 
gave dominion over all.. At night came a company of bailiffs and ‘ 
ferving-men, and called-‘me out. I went out to them, having fome 
friends with me. They were exceeding rude and violent; for they 
had, it {eems, plotted together, and intended to have catried me 
away with them in the dark of the evening by force, to have done 
me a mifchief; but the Lord’s power chained them, fo that they 
could not effect their defign ; and at laft they went away. Thenext 
day Thomas Aldam, underftanding the ferving-men belonged to 
a knight, who ‘lived not far off, went to his houfe and laid a 
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fore him the bad carriage of his fervants.. The knight rebuked them, 
and did not allow of their evil behaviour towards us. 3 

After this we came to Skegby, in Nottinghamfhire, where we had 
a great meeting of divers forts ; and the Lord’s power went over them, 
andall was quiet. The people were turned to the Spirit of God, by 
which many came to receive his power, and to fit under the teach- 
ing of Chriit, their Saviour. A great people the Lord hath in thofe 

arts. 
3 I paffed towards Kidfley-park, where came many Ranters ; but 
the Lord’s power check’d them. From thence I went into the Peak- 
country to Thomas Hammerfley’s, where came the Ranters of that 
country, and many high profeffors. ‘The Ranters oppofed me, and 
fell a {wearing. When I reproved them for fwearing, they would 
bring fcripture for it, alledging Abraham, Jacob, and Jofeph {wore ; 
and the priefts, Mofes, the prophets, and the angels {wore. ‘ I con- 
feffed all thefe did fo, as the fcripture records ; but faid I, Chrift 
(who faid, Before Abraham was [ am) commanded, Swear not at 
all. Chrift ends the prophets, the old priefthood, the difpenfa- 
tion of Mofes, and reigns over the houfe of Jacob and Jofeph; and 
he fays, Swear not at all. And God, when he bringeth the firft- 

egotten into the world, faith, Let all the angels of God worthip 
him, to wit, Chrift Jefus, who faith, Swear notatall. As for the 
plea that men make for {wearing to end their ftrife, Chrift, who 
fays,, Swear not at all, deftroys the devil and his works, who is the 
author of ftrife; for that is one of his works. And God {faid, 
«© This is my beloved Son, in whom Iam well pleafed; hear ye 
“him.” So the Son is to be heard, who forbids {wearing. And 
‘ the apoftle James, who did hear the Son of God, followed him, 
« and preached him, forbids all oaths, James v. 12.’ So the Lord’s 
power went over them ; and his Son and his doctrine was fet over 
them. The word of life was fully and richly preached, and many 
were convinced that day. This Thomas Hammerfly being fum- 
moned to ferve upon a jury, was admitted to ferve without an oath ; 
and being foreman of the jury, when he brought in the verdict, the 
judge declared, ‘* That he had been a judge fo many years, but never © 
«« heard a more upright verdi& than that Quaker had then brought 
«< in.” Much might be written of things of this nature, which time 
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would fail to declare. But the Lord’s blefled power and truth was’ 


exalted over all, who is worthy of all praife and glory for ever ! 
Travelling through Derbytfhire, I vifited friends till I came to 
Swanington, in Leicefterfhire, where was a general meeting, to 
which many Ranters, Baptifts, and other profeflors came : for great 
contefts there had been with them, and with the priefts in that town. 
To this meeting feveral friends came from divers parts; John Audland, 
Francis Howgill, Edward Pyot from Briftol, and Edward Burrough | 
from London; and feveral were convinced in thofe parts.. The 
Ranters made a difturbance, and were very rude; but at laft the 
Lord’s power came over them, and they were confounded. The next 
day Jacob Bottomley, a great Ranter, came from Leicefter ; but the 
Lord’s power ftopt him, and came over them all. There came a 
pricft 
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prieft too; but he:alfo was confounded by the mighty power of the — 1%5+ 
Lord. About this time the priefts, Baptifts, Ranters, and other pro- poet ais 
feflors were very rude, and ftirred up rude people againftus. We ~~ 
fent to the Ranters to come forth, and try their god. Abundance of 

them came, who fung, whiftled, and danced ; but the Lord’s power 

fo prevailed over them, that many of them were convinced. 

After this I went to Twycrofs, whither came fome Ranters, who Tyweeroe. 
fung and danced before me ; but I. was moved in the dread of the _ 
Lord to reprove them: and the Lord’s power came over them, fo that 
‘fome of them were convinced, and received the Spirit of God ; who 
are become a pretty people, living and walking foberly in the truth 
of Chrift. I went to Anthony Brickley’s, in Warwickthire, where Warwick. 
there was a great meeting; feveral Baptifts and others came and ‘i. 
jangled ; but the Lord’s power came over them. 

Then I went to Drayton, in Leicefterfhire, to vifit my relations. Leicefterthire. 
‘As foon as I was come in, Nathaniel Stephens, the prieft, having got Drayton. . 
another prieft,, and given notice to the country, fent to me to come 
to them; for they could not do any thing tillI came. I, having 
been three years away from my relations, knew nothing of their de- 
fign. But at laft I went into the fteeple-houfe yard, where the two 
priefts were; and they had gathered abundance of people. They 
would have had me gone into the fteeple-houfe. I afked them, what 
I fhould dothere ? They faid, Mr. Stephens could not bear the cold. 

I told them, he might bear it as well as I. At laft we went into a 
great hall, Richard Farnfworth being with me; and a great difpute 
_-we had with thefe priefts concerning their practice, how contrary 
they were to Chrift and his apoftles. The priefts would know where 
tithes were forbidden or ended. I fhewed them out of the feventh 
chapter to the Hebrews, ‘ That not only tithes, but the priefthood 
¢ that took tithes, was ended; and the law was ended and dif- 
« anulled by which the priefthood was made, and tithes were com- 
« manded to be paid.’ Then they ftirred up the people to fome light- 
nefs and rudenels. I had known Stephens from a child, therefore I 
~ Jaid open his condition and the manner of his preaching: * and how 
« he, like the reft of the priefts, did apply the promifes to the firft 
« birth which muft die. But I fhewed that the promifes were to the 
_ £ feed, not to many feeds, but to the one feed, Chrift; who was one in 
« male and female: for all were tobe born again, before they could 
“ enter into the kingdom of God.’ Then he faid, I muft not judge 
fo. Itold him, ‘ He that was fpiritual judged all things.’ Then 
he confeffed, That was a full fcripture; But, neighbours, faid he, 
this is the bufinefs;,Grorce Fox is come to the light of the fun, 
and now he thinks to put out my ftar-light. I told him, ¢ I would 
“not quench the leaft meafure of God in any, much _lefs 
* put out his ftar-light, if it were true light from the morning- 
‘ ftar. But I told him, if he had any thing from Chrift, he 
‘ ought to fpeak it freely, and not take tithes from the people for 
* preaching; feeing Chrift commanded his minifters to give freely, 
* as they had received freely.’ So I charged him to preach no more 
for tithes or any hire. But he faid, he would not yield to that. 
After a while the people began to be vain and rude, whereupon we 
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broke up; yet fome were made loving to the truth that day. Before 
we parted, I told them, ‘ If the Lord would, I intended to be at the 
* town ayain that day feven-night.’ In the interim 1 went into the 
country, had meetings, and cameagain that day feven-night. Againft 
that time this prieft had got feven priefts to help him ; for he had 
given notice at a le€ture on a market-day atAddertfton, that fuch a day 
there would be a meeting and adifpute with me. Iknew nothing of 
it; but only had faid, I fhould be in town that day feven-night again. 
Thefe eight priefts had gathered feveral hundreds of people, even moft 
of the country thereabouts, and would have had me into the fteeple- 
houfe. I refufed to go in, and got onan hill, and there fpoke to 
them and the people. Thomas Taylor, James Parnel, and {feveral 
other friends were with me. The priefts thought that day to have 
trampled down truth ; but the truth came over them. ‘Then they 
grew light and the people rude. The priefts would not ftand trial 


‘with me ; but would be contending here and there a little with one 


friend or other. At laft one of the priefts brought his fon to difpute 
with me ; but his mouth was foon ftopt. When he could not tell 
how to anfwer, he would afk his father, and his father was con- 
founded alfo when he came to anfwer for his fon. So after they had © 
toiled themfelves, they went in a rage to prieft Stephens’s houfe to 
drink. As they went away I faid, ‘ I never came to a place where 
‘ fo many priefts together would not ftand the trial with me, 
Whereupon they and fome of their wives came about me, laid hold 
of me, and fawningly faid, ‘ What might I have been, if it had not 
‘ been for the Quakers?’ Then they fell a pufhing of friends to 
and fro, to thruft them from me, and to pluck me to themfelves. 
After a while feveral lufty fellows came, took me up in their arms, 
and carried me into the fteeple-houfe porch, intending to have car- 
ried me into the fteeple-houfe by force; but the door being locked, 
they fell down on an heap, having me under them. As foonas I 
could I got from them to my hill again: then they got me from that 
lace, took me to the fteeple-houfe wall, and fet me’on a bafs like a 
{tool ; and all the priefts, being come back, ftood under with the peo- 
ple. The priefts cried, Come, to argument, to argument. I faid, 
* Idenied all their voices, for they were the voices of hirelings and 
‘ ftrangers.’ They cried, Proveit, prove it. I directed them to the 
tenth of John, where they might fee what Chrift faid of fuch; he de- 
clared, ¢ He was the true Shepherd that laid down his life for his 
* fheep, and his fheep heard his voice and followed him; but the 
‘ hireling would fly when the wolf came, becaufe he was an hireling.’ 
I offered to prove that they were fuch hirelings. ‘Then the priefts 


' plucked me off from the bafs again, and themfelves got all upon 


baffes under the fteeple-houfe wall. Then I felt the mighty power of 
God arife over all, and told them, ‘ If they would give audience, 
‘ and hear me quietly, I would thew them by the fcriptures why I 
‘ denied thofe eight priefts or teachers that ftood before me, and all 
‘ the hireling teachers of the world whatfoever, and I would give 
* them fcriptures for what I faid.’ Whereupon both priefts and peo- 
ple confented. Then I thewed them out of Ifaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, 
Micah, Malachi, and other prophets, that they were in the fteps 
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of fuch as God fent his true prophets to cry againit; for, faid J, 
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« You are fuch as the prophet Jeremiah cried againtt, chap. v. when Dyayton, 


‘ he faid, “‘ The prophets prophefy falfely, and the priefts bear rule 
** by their means ;”.which he called an horrible filthy thing. You are 
© fuch as ufed their tongues, and faid, Thus faith the Lord, when 
¢ the Lord never {poke to them. Such as followed their own {pirits, 
and faw nothing; but fpoke a divination of their own brain: and 
by their lyes and their lightnefs caufed the people to err, Jer. 
xiv. You are fuch as they were that fought their gain from their 
quarter; that were as greedy dumb dogs, that could never have 
enough, whom the Lord fent his prophet Ifaiah to cry againit, 
Ifa. lvi. You are fuch as they were. who taught for handfuls of 
barley and pieces of bread, who fewed pillows under peoples 
arm-holes, that they might lie foft in their fins, Ezek. xiii. You 


a prey of the people, Ezek. xxxiv. But the Lord is gathering his 

fheep from your mouths, and from your barren mountain; and is 

bringing them to Chrift, the one fhepherd, whom he hath fet over 

his flocks; as by his prophet Ezekiel he then declared he would 

do. You are fuch as thofe that divined for money, and preached 

for hire; and if a man did not put into their mouths they pre- 

pared war againft him, as the prophet Micah complained, 

chap. ili.” Thus I went through the prophets too largely to be here 
repeated. Then coming to the New Teftament, I fhewed from 
thence, that ‘ that they were like the chief priefts, feribes, and pha- 

* rifees, whom Chrift cried woe again{ft, Matth: xxiii. And that 
’ € they were fuch falfe apoftles as the true apoitles cried againft, 
fuch as taught for filthy lucre; fuch antichrifts and deceivers as 
they cried againft, that minded earthly things, and ferved not the 
Lord Jefus Chrift, but their own bellies: for they that ferved 
Chrift gave freely and preached freely, as he commanded them. 
But they that will not preach without hire, tithes, or outward 
means, ferve their own bellies, and not Chrift; and through the 
good words of the fcriptures, and feigned words of their own, 
they made merchandize of the people then, as (faid I) ye do now. 
When I had largely quoted the {criptures, and fhewed them wherein 
they were like the pharifees, loving to be called of men matters, 
to go in long robes, to ftand praying in the fynagogues, to have the 
_uppermoft rooms at feafts and the like ; and when I had thrown 
them out in the fight of the people amongft the falfe prophets, de- 
_ceivers, fcribes, and pharifees, and fhewed at large how fuch as 
‘they were judged and condemned by the true prophets, Chrift, and 
the apoftles, I diredted them to the light of - Jefus, who en- 
‘ lightens every man that cometh into the world; that by it they 
* might fee whether thefe things were not true as had been {poken.” 
When I appealed to that of God in their confciences, the light of 
Chrift Jefus in them, they could not abide to hear it ; they were all 
quiet till then; but then a profeffor faid, George, what! wilt thou 
never havedone? I told him, I fhould have done fhortly. I went 
on a little longer, and cleared myfelf of them in the Lord’s power. 
When I had done, all the priefts and people {tood filent for a time ; 
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at laftone of the priefts faid, They would read the fcriptures that I 
had quoted. Itoldthem, with all my heart. They began to read 
the twenty-third of Jeremiah, where they faw the marks of the falfe 
rophets that he cried againft. When they had read a verfe or two, 
faid, Take notice, people; but the priefts faid, Hold thy tongue, 
George. I bid them read the whole chapter throughout, for it was 
all againft them. ‘Then they ftopt, and would read no further; but 
afked me a queftion. I told them I would anfwer their queftion, the 
matter being firft granted that I had charged them with, viz. that 
they were falfe prophets, falfe teachers, antichrifts, and deceivers, 
fuch as the true prophets, Chrift, and the apoftles cried againft. A 
profeffor faid Nay to that; but I faid, *« Yea: for you leaving the 
‘ matter, and going to another thing, feem to confent to the proof 
‘« of the former charge.’ Then I anfwered their queftion, which was 
this ; ‘ Seeing thofe falfe prophets were adulterated, Whether I did 
‘ judge prieft Stephens to be an adulterer?? ‘To which I anfwered, 
* He was adulterated from God in his practice, like thofe falfe pro- 
‘ phets and the Jews.’ ‘They would not ftand to vindicate him, but 
broke up the meeting. Then the priefts whifpered together; and 
Stephens came to me, and defired that my father, brother, and I 
might go afide with him, that he might {peak to me in private, and 
the reft of the priefts fhould keep the people from coming tous. I 
was very loth to go afide with him; but the people cried, * Go, 
‘ George ; do, George, go afide with him.’ Being afraid, if I did 
not go, they would fay I was difobedient to my parents, I went, and 
the reft of the priefts were to keep the people off ; but they could 
not, for the people, being willing to hear, drew clofe tous. I afked 
the prieft, what he had to fay? He faid, * If he was out of the way 
‘ I fhould pray for him, and if I was out of the way he would pray 
* for me; and he would give me a form of words to pray for him by.’ 
I replied, ‘ It feems thou doft not know whether thou beeft in the 
‘ right way or no, neither doft thou know whether I am in the right 
‘ way or no; but I know that I am in the everlafting way, Chrift 
¢ Jefus, which thou art out of. ‘Thou wouldft give me a form of 
* words to pray by, yet thou denieft the Common Prayer Book to _ 

« pray by as well as I, and I deny thy form of words as well as it. 
« If thou wouldft have me pray for thee by a form of words, is not 
« this to deny the apoftle’s doctrine and practice of praying by the 
‘ Spirit, as it gave words and utterance?’ Here the people fell a 
laughing ; but I was moved to {peak more to him. And when I 
had cleared myfelf to him and them we parted, after I had told 
them, that I fhould, God willing, be in town that day feven-night 
again. So the priefts pack’d away, and many people were con- 
vinced that day ; for the Lord’s power came over all. Many that 
were convinced before, were by:that day’s work confirmed in the 
truth, and abode in. it: and'a great fhake it gave to the priefts. 
Yea, my father, though a hearer and follower of the prieft, was fo 
well fatisfied, that he ftruck his cane upon the ground, and faid, 
* Truly I fee, he that will but ftand to the truth, it will bear him 
‘ out.’ I paffed about in the country till that day feven-night, and 
then came again; for we had appointed a meeting at my relations 
i" houfe, 
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houfe. Prieft Stephens, having notice beforehand thereof, had got another 1654. 
prieft to him. ‘They had a company of troopers with them; and fent Deiguesl 
for me to come to them. But I fent them word, our meeting was 
appointed, and they.might come to it if they would. The priefts 
came not; but the troopers came, and many rude people. ‘They had 
laid their, plot, That the troopers fhould take every one’s name, and 
then command them to go home; and fuch as would not go, they 
fhould take, and carry away with them. Accordingly they began, and 
took feveral names, charging them to go home; but when they came 
to take my name, my relations told them I was at home already: fo 
they could not take me away that time. Neverthelefs they took my 
name ; but the Lord’s power was over them, and they went away, both 
profeflors and troopers, crofied and vexed becaufe they had not their 
ends. But feveral were convinced that day, .and admired the love and 
power of God: This was that prieft Stephens, who once faid. of me, 
« Never fuch a plant was bred in England °’ yet afterwards he reported, 
© That I was carried up into the clouds, and found again full of gold 
« and filver;) and many falfe reports he raifed on me, but the Lord 
fwept them all away. The reafon why I would not’ go into their 
fteeple-houfe was, becaufe I was to bear my teftimony againft it, and 
to bring all off from {ach places to the Spirit of God; that they might 
know their bodies to be the temples of the Holy Ghoft ; and to bring 
them off from all the hireling teachers to Chrift their free teacher, who 
died for them, and purchafed them with his blood. 
After this I went into the country, had 'feveral meetings, and came 
to Swanington, where the foldiers came; but the meeting was quiet, 
the Lord’s power was over all, and the foldiers did not meddle. Then 
I went to Leicefter ; and from Leicefter to Whetftone. ‘There came Leicefter. 
about feventeen troopers of colonel Hacker’s regiment, with his mar- ee 
fhal, and took me up before the meeting, though friends were begin- 
ning to gather together; for there were. feveral friends from divers 
parts. I told the marfhal, ‘ He might let all the friends go, I would 
* anfwer for them all.’. Whereupon he took me, and let all the 
friends go; only Alexander Parker went along with me. At night 
they had me before colonel Hacker, his major, and captains, a great 
company of them; and a great deal of difcourfe we had about the 
priefts, and about meetings; for at this time there was a noife of a plot 
againft O. Cromwel. Much reafoning I had with them about the 
light of Chrift, which enlighteneth every man that cometh into the 
world. Col. Hacker afked, Whether it was not this light of Chrift 
that made Judas betray his mafter, and after led him to hang himfelf? 
I told him, ‘ No: that was the fpirit of darknefs, which hated Chrift 
© and his light.’ Then col. Hacker faid, I might go home, and keep 
at home ; and not go abroad to meetings. I told him, ‘ I was an in- 
* nocent man, free from plots, and denied all fuch work.’ His fon 
Needham faid, < Father, this man hath reigned too long ; it is time to 
< have him cut off” I afked him, ‘ For what? What had I done? 
* or whom had I wronged from a child? for I was bred and born in 
‘ that country, and who could accufe me of any evil froma child?’ 
~ Colonel Hacker afked mie again, If I would go home, and ftay at home? 
* I told him, * If I thould promife him fo, it would manifeft that I 
i 1 i * was 
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was guilty of fomething, to make my home a prifon : and if I went 

to meetings, they would fay I broke their order. ‘Therefore I told 

them, I fhould go to meetings, as the Lord fhould order me; and 

could not fubmit to their requirings: but I faid, we were a peaceabie 
‘ people.” ‘ Well then,’ faid colonel Hacker, * I will fend you to- 
* morrow morning by fix o'clock to my lord protector, by captain 
« Drury, one of his life-guard.’ That night I was kept prifoner at the 
Marfhalfea ; and the next morning by the fixth hour I was delivered to 
captain Drury. I defired he would Jet me {peak with colonel Hacker 
before I went ; and he had me to his bed-fide. Colonel Hacker fet 
upon me prefently again to go home, and keep no more meetings. I 
told him, ‘ I could not fubmit to that; but muft have my liberty to 
© ferve God, and to go to meetings. Then,’ faid he, * you muft go 
‘ before the protector.” Whereupon ‘I kneeled on his bed-fide, and 
‘ befought the Lord to forgive him; for he was as Pilate, though he 
© would wath his hands; and when the day of his mifery and trial 
* fhould come upon him, I bid him, Then remember what I had 
‘ faid to him.’ But he was ftirred up and fet on by Stephens, and the 
other priefts and profeflors, wherein their envy and bafenefs was ma- 
nifeft ; who, when they could not overcome me by difputes and argu- 
ments, nor refift the Spirit of the Lord that was in me, they got iol- 
diers to take me up. ; 

Afterwards, when colonel Hacker was imprifoned in London, a 
day or two before his execution, he was put in mind of what he had 
done againft the innocent ; and he remembered it, and confeffed it to 
Margaret Fell; faying, He knew well whom fhe meant ; and he had 
trouble upon him for it. So his fon, who had told his father I. had 
reigned too long, and it was time to have me cut off, might obferve 
how his father was cut off afterwards, he being hanged at Tyburn. 

eiester: I was carried up prifoner by captain Drury from Leicefter ; and when 
aes we came to Harborough, he afked me, If I would go home, and ftay 
ton, a fortnight ? I fhould have my liberty, he faid, if I would not go to 
nor keep meetings. I told him, I could not promife any fuch thing. 
Several times upon the road did he afk, and try me after the fame man- 
ner; and ftill I gave him the fame anfwers. So he brought me to 
oad London, and lodged me at the Mermaid over-again{ft the Mews at 
Crok, - Charing-Crofs. As we travelled, I was moved of the Lord to warn 
people at the inns and places, where I came, of the day of the Lord 
that was coming upon them. William Dewfbury and Marmaduke 
Storr being in prifon at Northampton, he let me go and vifit them. 

After captain Drury had lodged me at the Mermaid, he went to 
give the protector an account of me. When he came to me again, he 
told me, The protector required that I fhould promife not to take 
up a carnal {word or weapon again{t him or the government, as it then 
was ; and that I fhould write it in what words I faw good, and fet my 
hand to it. I faid little in reply to captain Drury. But the next morn- 
ing I was moved of the Lord to write a paper ‘ To the protector, by, 
* the name of Oliver Cromwel; wherein I did in the prefence of the. 
‘ Lord God declare, that I did deny the wearing or drawing of a 
‘ carnal {word, or any other outward weapon, againft him or any 
‘man. And that I was fent of God to ftand a witnefs againft all vio- 
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* lence, and againft the works of darknefs; and to turn people from 
« darknefs to light; to bring them from the occafion of war and fight- 
‘ ing to the peaceable gofpel; and from being evil-doers, which the 
* magiftrates word fhould be a terror to. When I had written what 
the Lord had given me to write, I fet my name to it, and gave it to 
captain Drury to hand to O. Cromwel; which he did. After fome 
time captain Drury brought me before the prote¢tor himfelf at White- 
hall. It was in a morning, before he was dreffed; and one Harvey, 
who had come a little among friends, but was difobedient, waited upon 
him. When I came in, I was moved to fay, * Peace be in this houfe: 
« and I exhorted him to keep in the fear of God, that he might re- 
« ceive wifdom from him; that by it he might be ordered, and with it 
‘ might order all things under his hand unto God’s glory.’ I fpoke 
much to him of truth; and a great deal of difcourfe I had with him 
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about religion: wherein he carried himfelf very moderately. -But he - 


faid,, We quarrelled with the priefts, whom he called minifters. I told 
him, ‘ I did not quarrel with them, they quarrelled with me and my 
friends. But, faid I, if we own the prophets, Chrift, and the apo- 
« {lles, we cannot hold up fuch teacliers, prophets, and fhepherds, as 
*« the prophets, Chrift, and the apoftles declared againft; but we muft 
« declare againft them by the fame power and Spirit. Then I fhewed 
‘ him, That the prophets, Chrift, and the apoftles declared freely, and 
* declared againft them that did not declare freely; fuch as preached 
jor filthy iucre, divined for money, and preached for hire, and were 
covetous and greedy, like the dumb dogs that could never have 
enough : and that they, who have the fame Spirit that Chrift and the 
prophets and the apoftles had, could not but declare againft all 
fuch now, as thcy did then.’ As I fpoke, he feveral times] faid, It 
was very good, and it was truth. ‘ I told him, That all Chriftendom 
« (fo called) had the fcriptures, but they wanted the power and Spirit 
* that thofe had who gave forth the {criptures ; and that was the rea- 
* fon they were not in fellowfhip with the Son, nor with the Father, 


n 
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‘ nor with the fcriptures, nor one with another.’ Many more words. 


I had with him; but people coming in, I drew a little back. As Iwas 
turning, he catched me by the hand, and with tears in his eyes, faid, 
« Come again to my houfe; for if thou and I were but an hour of a 
* day together, we fhould be nearer one to the other ; adding, That 
he wifhed me no more ill than he did to his own foul. I told him, 
« If he did, he wronged his own foul; and admonifhed him to hear- 
‘ ken to God’s voice, that he might ftand in his counfel, and obey it; 
« and if he did fo, that would keep him from hardnefs of heart: but 
‘ if he did not hear God’s voice, his heart would be hardened.’ He 
faid, It was true. Then I went out; and when captain Drury came 
out after me, he told me, His lord protector faid, I was at liberty, 


and might go whither I would. Then I was brought into a great G. F. fet at 


hall, where the protector’s gentlemen were to dine. I afked them, 
What they brought me thither for? They faid, It was by the pro- 
tector's order, that I might dine with them. I bid them let the pro- 
tector know, I would not eat of his bread, nor drink of his drink. 
When he heard this, he faid, ‘ Now I fee there is a people rifen, 
* that I cannot win either with gifts, honours, offices or places ; me 
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¢ all other fects and people I can.’ It was told him again, ¢ That we 
‘ had forfook our own; and were not like to look for {uch things from 
‘ him, , ; 

Being fet at liberty, I went to the inn where captain Drury at firft 
lodged me. ‘This captain, though he-fometimes carried it fairly, was 
an enemy to me and to truth, and oppofed it. When profeffors came 
to me, while I was under his cuftody, and he was by, he would {coff 
at trembling, and call us Quakers, .as the Independents and Prefbyte- 
rians had nicknamed us before. But afterwards he came and told me,. 
That, as he was lying on his bed to reft himfelf in the day-time, a 
fudden trembling feized on him, that his joints knocked together; and 
his body fhook {o that he could not rife from his bed: he was fo fhaken, 
that he had not ftrength enough left to rife. But he felt the power of 
the Lord was upon him; and he tumbled off his bed, and cried to 
the Lord, and faid, He would never {peak againft the Quakers more, 
fuch as trembled at the Word of God. 

During the time I was prifoner at Charing Crofs, there came abun- 
dance to fee me, almoft of all forts, priefts, profeflors, officers of the 
army, &c.: Once a company of oflicers being with me, defired me to 
pray with them. I fat ftill, with my mind retired to the Lord. At 
laft I felt the power and Spirit. of God move in me; and the Lord’s 
power did fo fhake and fhatter them, that they wondered, though they 
did not live in it. 

Among thofe that came was colonel Packer, with feveral of his 
officers. While they were with me, came in one Cob, and a great 
company of Ranters with him. The Ranters began to call for drink 
and tobacco ; but I defired them to forbear it in my room, telling them, 
‘ If they had fuch a mind to it, they might go into another room.’ | 
One of them cried, « All is ours:’ and another of them faid, € All is 
‘ well.’ I replied, *¢ How is all well, while thou art fo peevith, en- 
‘ vious, and crabbed?’ for I faw he was of a peevifh nature. I 
fpake to their conditions, and they were fenfible of it, and looked upon 
another, wondering. 

Then colonel Packer began to talk with a light, chaffy mind, con- 
cerning God, Chrift, and the fcriptures: it was a great grief to my foul 
and fpirit, when I heard him talk fo lightly ; fo that I told him, ‘ He 
‘ was too light to talk of the things of God: for he did not know the 
‘ folidity of a man.’ Thereupon the officers raged, and faid, Would 
I fay fo of their colonel? Packer was a Baptift: he and the Ranters 
bowed and fcraped to one another very. much ; for it was the manner of 
the Ranters to be exceeding complimental, fo that Packer bid them 
give over their compliments ; butI told them, ‘ They were fit to go 
‘ together, for they were both of one {pirit.’ . 

This colonel lived at Theobalds near Waltham, and was made a 
juftice of peace. He fet up a great meeting of the Baptifts at Theo- . 
balds Park; for he and fome other officers had purchafed it. They 
were exceeding high, railed againft friends and truth; and threatened 


‘to apprehend me with their warrants, if ever _Icame there. Yet after. 


I was fet at liberty, 1 was moved of the Lord to go to Theobalds, 
and appoint a meeting hard-by them; to which many of his people 
came, and divers of his hearers were convinced of the way of truth, 
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received Chrift the free teacher, and came off from the Baptift; which 1654. 
made him rage the more. But the Lord’s power came over him fo, 
that he was not able to meddle with me. Then I went to Waltham Waltham. 
hard-by him, and had a meeting there. The people were very rude, 
gathered about the houfe, and broke the windows, Whereupon I 
went out to them, with the bible in my hand, defired them to come 
in; and told them, * I would thew them fcripture both for our prin- 
‘ ciples and practices. When I had done fo, I fhewed them alfo 
« that their teachers were in the fteps of fuch as the prophets, Chrift, 
* and the apoftles cried againft. I direéted them to the light of Chrift, 
‘ the Spirit of God in their own hearts; that by it they might come 
* to know their free teacher, the Lord Jefus Chrift.’ The meeting 
being ended, they went away quieted and fatisfied ; and a meeting hath 
fince been fettled in that town. But this was fome time after I was fet 
at liberty by O, Cromwel. . . 

When I came from Whitehall to the Mermaid at Charing-Crofs, I 
ftaid not long there: but went into the city of London, where we had London: 
great and powerful meetings; fo great were the throngs of people, 
that I could shardly get to and from the meetings for the crouds ; and 
the truth fpread exceedingly. T. Aldam and R. Craven, who had 
been theriffs of Lincoln, and divers ‘friends, came up to London after 
me: but A. Parker abode with me. ; 

After a while I went to Whitehall again, and was moved to declare 
*€ the day of the-Lord amongft them ; and that the Lord was come to 
‘ teach his people himfelf:’ fo.I preached truth ,both to the offi- 
cers, and to them that were called Oliver’s gentlemen, who were 
of his guard. But :a prieft oppofed, while I declared the word 
of the Lord amongft them: for Oliver had feveral about him, of 
which this was his newfmonger ; an envious prieft, a light, {cornful, 
.chaffy man. Ibid him repent; and he put it in his news-paper the 
next week, that I had been at ‘Whitehall, and had bid a godly minifter 
there repent. When I went thither again, I met with him ; and abun- 
dance of people gathered about me. I manifefted the prieft to be a 
liar in feveral things that he had affirmed; and he was put to filence. 
‘He put in the news, that I wore filver buttons; which was falfe: for 
they were but ochimy. ‘Afterwards he put in the news, that I hung 
ribbands‘on people’s arms, which made thém follow me. This was 
another of his lyes; for I never ufed nor wore ribbands in my life. 
Three friends went to examine this prieft, that gave forth this falfe 
intelligence; and to know of him where he had that information ? 
He faid, It was a woman that told him fo; and if they would come 
‘again, he would tell them the woman’s name. When they came 
again, he faid, It was a man, but would not tell them his name then ; 
‘but if they would come again, he would tell them his name, and where 
‘he lived, They went the third time; and then he would not fay 
who told him; but offered, if I would give it under my hand that. 
there was.no fuch thing, he would put that into the news. There- 
upon the friends carried it to him under my hand; but when they 
came, he broke his promife, and would not put it in: but was in a 
rage, and threatened them with the conftable. This was the deceit- 
ful doing of this forger of lyes: and thefe lyes he fpread over the 
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nation in the news, to render truth odious, and to put evil into peo- 
ple’s minds againft friends and truth ; of which a more large account 
may be feen in a book printed foon after this time, for the clearing of 
friends and truth from the flanders and falfe reports raifed and caft 
upon them. Thefe priefts, the newfmongers, were of the independent 
fe&, like them in Leicefter; but the Lord’s power came over all their 
lyes, and {wept them away ; and many came to fee the naughtinefs of 
thefe priefts. The God of heaven carried me over all in his power, 
and his bleffed power went over the nation; infomuch that many 
friends about this time were moved to go up and down, to found forth 
the everlafting gofpel in moft parts of this nation, and alfo in Scotland ; 
and the glory of the Lord was felt over all to his everlafting praife. A 
great convincement there was in London ; fome in the protector’s houfe 
and family. I went to have feen him again, but could not get to him, 
the officers were grown fo rude. 

The Prefbyterians, Independents, and Baptifts were greatly difturbed ; 
for many of their people turned to the Lord Jefus Chrift, fat down 
under his teachings, received his power, and felt it in their hearts ; 
and then they were moved of the Lord to declare againft the reft of 
them: thw" x ee 

I appointed a meeting in the fields near Aéton, in which the word 
of life, the faving truth was declared freely. The Lord’s power was 
eminently manifefted, and his bleffed day exalted over all. 

About this time I was moved to write a paper, and fend it among 
the profeffors, on this wile : OSs 


‘ To all profeffors of Chriftianity + 
¢ ALL thofe that profeffed. Jefus Chrift in words, and yet heard 


him not when he was come, faid, he was a deceiver and a devil. 

‘ The chief priefts called him fo. The Jews faid, ‘* He hath a devil, 
“¢ and is mad; why do ye hear him? But others faid, «« Thefe are 
“* not the words of him that hath a devil. Cana devil open the eyes 
‘© of the blind?” ‘The Jews then doubted whether he was the Chrift, 
‘orno. Soall, like the Jews, in the knowledge, in the notion, that 
* profefs Chrift without only, where he is rifen within, do not own 
‘ him, but-doubt of him; though Chrift be the fame now and for 
* ever, He faid, «« Iand my Father are one; then the Jews took up 
’ and where Jefus Chrift is now fpiritually come 
* and made manifeft, fuch as are chriftians in outward profeflion only, 
‘ have the fame hard hearts inwardly now as the Jews had then; and 
* caft {tones at him, where he is rifen. ‘ Jefus faid, For which of 
thefe good works do ye ftone me?” The Jews anfwered, ** For thy 
good works we ftone thee not; but for blafphemy, in that thou 
** being a man, makeft thyfelf God.” Jefus anfwered them, “ Is it 
not written in your law, I faid you are gods? and the fcripture can- 
** not be broken. Say ye of him, whom the Father hath fanétified 
and fent into the world, Thou blafphemeft, becaufe I faid, I am 
the Son of God? The Jews faid to him, Say we not well, that thou 
haft a devil? Jefus anfwered, I honour my Father, and ye difhonour 
me.. And they that were in the fynagogue rofe up, and thruft him 
; ** out 
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“< out of the city; and took him up to the edge of the hill whereon 1454. 
« their city was built, to caft him down headlong. The Pharifees S$] ~ 
*« faid; He cafteth out devils by the prince of devils.” Chrift was 
© called a glutton and a wine-bibber ; a friend of publicans and finners ; 
© but wifdom is juftified of her children. The officers, when the 
‘ high-priefts and Pharifees afked them, “ Why have ye not brought 
“ him?” faid, “ Never man fpake like this man.” The Pharifees 
© faid, “ Are you alfo deceived ? Do any of the rulers or of the Pha- 
‘« rifees believe on him? but this people, which know not the law, 
‘¢ are accurfed. Nicodemus faid unto them (he that came unto Jefus 
*« by night) doth our law judge any man before it hear him?” When 
* Stephen confefied Jefus, the fubftance of all figures and types, and 
* was brought before the chief priefts to his trial, he told them, « The 
**- Moft High dwelleth not in temples made with hands ;” and brought 
* the prophets words to witnefs, and told them, They were ftiff-necked 
* and uncircumceifed in heart and ears, and always refifted the Holy 
* Ghoft, as their fathers had done. Stephen was full of the Holy 
« Ghoft, and faid, He faw Jefus ; and they ran upon him, and ftoned 
* him to death, as he was calling upon the Lord. When Paul con- 
© fefied Jefus Chrift, and his RefurreGtion, Feftus faid, He was mad. 
€ When Paul preached the refurrection, fome mocked. The Jews 
© perfuaded the people, and they ftoned him, and drew him out of 
© the city, thinking he had been dead. The Jews ftirred up the Gen- 
€ tiles, to make their minds evil-affeéted towards the brethren. The 
« Jews ftirred up the devout and honourable women, and the chief of 
* the city: and raifed perfecution againft Paul and Barnabas, and ex- 
€ pelled them out of their coafts: and there was an affault made both 
* of the Gentiles and of the Jews, with their rulers, to ufe them de- 
€ {pitefully, and to ftone them. In like manner all in the nature of 
* thofe Jews now, whofe religion fiands in notions, ftir up the rulers 
* and the ignorant people, and incenfe them againft Jefus Chrift, to 
© ftone all with one confent in whom he is rifen. This is, that the 
* fcripture might be fulfilled, and the blindnefs of the people might be 
* difcovered. ‘The fame power now is made manifeft, and doth over- 
© turn the world, as did then overturn the world, to the exalting of the 
* Lord, and the pulling down of the kingdom of Satan and of this 
€ world, and fetting up his own kingdom, to his everlafting praife. 
« The Lord is now exalting himfelf, and throwing down man’s felf. 
* The proud one’s head is aloft, fearing he fhould lofe his pride and 
© his crown. The priefts incenfe the ignorant people, for fear their 
« trade fhould go down ; and profefiors thew forth what is in them, 
« being full of rage; which fhews that Jefus Chrift the fubftance is not 
“ there ; but a ftony heart, to ftone the precious, where it is rifen. The 
« carnal mind feeds upon the outward letter; earth feeds upon earth ; 
* and that vineyard is not drefied, but is full of briars and nettles ; and 
* ravenous beafts, fwine, dogs, wolves, and lions, and all venomous 
* creatures lodge in that habitation. That houfe is not {wept.. Thefe 
* are the perfecutors of the juit, enemies of the truth, and of Chrift. 
* Thefe are blafphemers of God and his truth. Thefe call upon God 
* with their lips, but their hearts are far from him. Thefe feed on 
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for it begets its own, one like itfelf. Thefe are as the waves of the 
fea, foaming out their own fhame.. Thefe have double eyes; whofe 
bodies are full of darknefs. ‘Thefe paint themfelves with the pro- 
phets, with Chrift’s, and with the apoftles words moft fair. Whited 
walls, painted fepulchres, murderers of the juft you are. Your eyes 
are double, your minds are double, your hearts are double. Ye flat- 
terers, repent and turn from your carnal ends, who are ful! of mif- 
chief; pretending God and godlinefs, taking him for your cloak ; 
but he will uncover you, and he hath uncovered you to his children. 
He will make you bare, difcover your fecrets, take off your crown, 
take away your mantle and your veil, and {trip you of your cloathing; 
that your nakednefs may appear, and how you fit deceiving the nations. 
Your abomination and your falfhood is now made manifeft to thofe who 
are of God; who inhis power triumph over you, rejoice over you, 
the beaft, the dragon, the falfe prophet, the feducer, the hypocrite, 
the mother of all harlots. Now thou muft have thy cup: double. 
Give it to her double. Sing over her, ye righteous ones, fing over 
them all; ye faints’; triumph in glory, triumph over the deceit: fing 
the fong of the Lamb; triumph over the world, fpread the truth 
abroad. Come ye captives out of prifon; rejoice with one accord, 
for the joyful days are‘coming. Let us be glad, and rejoice for ever ! 
Singlenefs of heart is come; purenefs of heart is come ; joy and glad- 
nefs is come. The glorious God is exalting himfelf : truth hath been 
talked of, but now it is poffeffed. Chrift hath been talked of; but 
now he is come and poffeffed. The glory hath been talked of; but 
now it is poffeffed, and the glory of man is ‘defacing. The Son of 
God hath been talked of; but now he is come, and hath given us an 
underftanding. - Unity hath been talked of ; but now it is come. 
Virgins have been talked of; but now they are come with oil in 
their lamps. He will be glorified alone. Where pride is thrown 
down, earth and the flefhly will is thrown down, and ‘the pure is 
raifed up; there alone is the Lord exalted. Let the heavens bow 
down to him, and the earth reel to and fro, and {tagger up and down. — 
The Lord is fetting up his throne and his crown, and throwing down 
the crown of man; healone will be glorified : to whom be all‘ho- 
nour and glory, all praifes and all thanks ! He gives his children 
wifdom and ftrength, knowledge and virtue, power and riches, 
bleffings and durable fubftance; an eye to difcern, and an ear to 
hear things fingly ; brings down the pride of man’s heart, and turns 
the wicked out of the kingdom. The righteous inherit righteou{- 
nefs; the.pure, purenefs ; the holy, holinefs. ‘Praifes, praifes be to 
the Lord, whofe glory now fhines, whofe day is broken forth ; which 
is hid from the world, hid from all worldly-wife ones, from all the 
prudent of this world; from the fowls of the air ; from all vultures 
eyes, all venomous beafts, all lyars, all dogs, and all fwine. But to 
them that fear his name, the fecrets of the Lord are made manifett, 
the treafures of wifdom are opened, and the fulnefs of knowledge : 
for thou, O Lord! doft make thyfelf manifeft to thy children. 
é 4 Y Jee”. & Stee as ; G. F.’ : 
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My fpirit was greatly burdened to fee the pride that was got up in 1654. 
the nation, even amongit profeffors; in the fenfe whereof I was moved 
to give forth a paper directed | 


London. 


¢ To fuch as follow the world’s fafhions : 


. wi AT aworld is this! How doth the devil garnith himfelf ! 
. how obedient are people to do his will and mind! They are 
altogether carried away with fooleries and vanities, both men and 
women. ‘They have loft the hidden man of the heart, the meek 
_and quiet fpirit; which with the Lord is of great price. They 
have loft the adorning of Sarah ; they are putting on gold and gay 
apparel; women plaiting the hair, men and women powdering it ; 
‘ making their backs look like bags of meal. They look fo ftrange, 
« that they can fcarce look at one another; they are fo lifted up in 
pride. Prideis flown up into their head ; and hath fo lifted them up, 
« that they {nuff up, like wild affes, and like Ephraim: they feed 
© upon wind, and are got to be like wild heifers, who feed upon the 
€ mountains. Pride hath puffed up every one of them. They are 
‘ out of the fear of God; men and women. Young and old; one 
« puffs-up another. They muft be in the fafhion of the world, elfe 
‘ they are not in efteem; nay they fhall not be refpected, if they 
have not gold or filver upon their backs, or if the hair be not pow- 
dered. But if one have {tore of ribbands hanging about his wafte, 
at his knees, and in his hat, of divers colours, red, white, black, or 
yellow, and his hair powdered ; then he is a brave man, then he is 
accepted, then he is no Quaker. He hath ribbands on his back, 
belly, and knees, and his hair, powdered. This is the array of the 
world. But is not this from the luft of the eye, the luft of the 
flefh, or the pride of life? Likewife the women having their gold, 
their patches on their faces, nofes, cheeks, foreheads, their rings 
on their fingers, wearing gold, their cuffs double under and above, 
like a butcher with his white fleeves; their ribbands tied about 
their hands, and three or four gold laces about their cloaths ; this 
is no Quaker, fay they. This attire pleafeth the world; and if 
they cannot get thefe things, they are difcontented. But this is 
not the attire of Sarah, whofe adorning was in the hidden man of 
the heart, of a quiet and meek fpirit. This is the adorning of the 
heathen; not of the apoftle, nor of the faints, whofe adorning was, 
not wearing of gold, nor plaiting of hair, but that of a meek and 
quiet fpirit, which is of great price with the Lord. Here was 
the fobriety and good ornament which was accepted of the Lord, 
This was Paul’s exhortation and preaching. - But we fee, the talk- . 
ers of Paul’s words live out of Paul’s command, and out of the ex- 
ample of Sarah, and are found in the fteps of the great heathen, 
who comes to examine the apoftles in his gorgeous apparel. Are 
not thefe, that have got ribbands hanging about their arms, hands, 
back, waifts, knees, hats, like fiddlers boys? This fhews, that they 
are got into the bafeft and moft contemptible life, who are in the 
fafhion of fiddlers boys and ftage-players, quite out of the paths 
and fteps of folid men; in the very fteps and paths of the wild 
L | 
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heads, who give themfelves up to every invention and vanity of — 
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‘ the world that appears, and are inventing how to get it upon their 
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backs, heads, feet, and legs; and fay, If it be out of the fafhion, it 
is nothing worth. Are not thefe {poilers of the creation, who have 
the fat and the beft of it, and wafte and deftroy it? Do not thefe 
incumber God’s earth? Let that of God in all confciences an{wer, 
and who are in the wifdomjudge. And further: if one get a pair 
of breeches like a coat, and hang them about with points, and up 
-almoft to the middle, a pair of double cuffs upon his hands, anda 
feather in his cap, here’s a gentleman ; bow before him, put off 
your hats, get a company of fiddlers, a fet of mufick, and 
women to dance. This is a brave fellow. Upin the chamber ; ° 
up in the chamber without, and up in the chamber within. 
Are thefe your fine Chriftians? Yea, fay they, They are Chril- 
tians ; but, fay the ferious people, They are out of Chrift’s. 
life, out of the apoftle’s command, and out of the faints ornament. 
To fee fuch as are in the fathions of the world hefore-mentioned, a 
company of them playing at bowls, or at tables, or at fhovel-board, 
or each taking his horfe, with bunches of ribbands on his head, as. 
the rider hath on his own, perhaps a ring in his ear too, and fo go 
to horfe-racing to fpoil the creatures. Oh! thefe are gentlemen 
indeed, thefe are bred up gentlemen, thefe are brave fellows, they 
muft take their recreation; for pleafures are lawful. Thefe, in 
their fports, fet up their fhouts like wild affes. ‘They are like the © 
kine or beafts, when they are put to grafs, lowing when they are 
full. Here is the glorying of thofe before-mentioned ; but it is im. 
the flefh, not in the Lord. Thefe are bad chriftians, and fhew that 
they are gluttoned with the creatures, and then the fleth rejoiceth. 
Here is evil breeding of youth and young women, who are car- 
ried away with the vanities of the mind in their own inventions, 
pride, arrogance, luft, gluttony, uncleannefs. ‘They eat and drink, 
and rife up to play. ‘This is the generation which God is'not well 
pleafed with ; for their eyes are full of adultery, who cannot ceafe 
from evil. Thefe be they that live in pleafures upon earth: thefe 
be they who are dead while they live’; who glory not in the Lord, 
but in the flefh: thefe be they that are out of‘ the life that the 
{criptures were given forth from, who live in the fathions and va- 
nities of the world, out of truth’s adorning in the devil’s adorning 
(who is out of the truth) not in the adorning of the Lord, which is 
a meek and quiet fpirit, and is with the Lord of great price. But 
this ornament and this adorning is not put on by them that adorn 
themfelves, and have the ornament of him that is out of the truth. 
That is not accepted with the Lord which is aecepted in their eye. 
J a CO alee 


It came upon me about this time from the Lord, to write a fhort 


paper and fend forth, as an exhortation and warning’to the pope, and 
all kings and rulers in Europe. : 


-¢ Friends, 
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‘church which is in God, the Father. of our Lord Jefus Chri ; 
3a © from all. the world’s teachers, to teach his people himfelf by ae 
ay mae Spirit; from all the world’s images, into the i image of himéelf ; 
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y® heads, rulers, kings, and nobles, of all forts, Be not bitter, London. 


nor hafty in perfecuting the lambs of Chrift, neither turn 
yourfelves againit the vilitation of God, and his tender love and 
mercies from on high, who fent to vifit you; left the Lord’s hand, 
arm, and power take hold. fwiftly upon you; which is. now 


ftretched aes the world. It is turned againft kings, and fhall turn 


wife men backward, will bring their crowns to the duft, and Jay 
them low and level with the earth; The Lord will be king, who 
gives crowns to whomfoever obey his will. This is the age, where- 


in the Lord God of heaven and earth is {taining the pride of man. 


and defacing his glory. You that profefs Chrift, and do not love 
your enemies, but on the contrary fhut up and imprifon thofe who 
are his friends; thefe are marks that you are out a his life, and 


do not love Chrift, who do not the things he commands. The | 


day of the Lord’s wrath is kindling, his Bey is going forth to burn 
op the wicked, which will leave neither root nor branch. They 
that have loft their habitation with God are out of his Spirit that 
gave forth the feriptures, and from the light that Jefus Chrift hath 
enlightened them withal; and fo from the true foundation. There- 
ret be fwift to hear, flow to. fpeak, and flower to perfecute ; for 
the Lord is bringing his people to himfelf, from all the world’s 
ways, to Chrift ine way ; from all the world’s churches, to the 


and from all the world’s crofies of ftone or wood, into his ._power 
which is the crofs of Chrift. For all thefe images, croffes, and 
likenefies are among them that are apoftatized from the image of 
God, the power of God, the crofs of Chrift, which now fathoms 
the world, and is throwing, down that which is contrary to it ; 
which power of God never “changes. 


© Let this go to the kings of Paae and of Spain, and to the pope, 


for them to prove all things and to hold that which is good. And 
firft to prove, that the vee not quenched the Spirit ; for the 
mighty day of the Lorde come, and coming upon-all wickednefs, 
ungodlineis, and unrighteoufnefs of men, who will plead with all 
fleth by fireand by fword. And thetruth, the crown of glory, and 
the {cepter of righteoufnefs over all fhall be exalted ; which thall 


~anfwer that of God in every one upon the earth, though they be 
from it. Chrift is come alight into the world, and ait enlighten 


every one that cometh into the world, that all through him might 


‘believe. He that feeleth the light, that Chrift hath enlightened 
him withal, he feeleth Chrift in his mind, and the crofs of Chrift, 


which is the power of God ; he fhall not need to have a crofs of 


‘wood or {tone to put him in mind of Chrift, or.of his crofs, which 


is the power of God manifeft in the inward parts. 
CA @ A on 


: \ ae Befides 


136 
1654. 


London. 


* 
a 


¢ 


GEORGE FOX’s JOURNAL. 


Befides this 1 was moved to write a letter to the ProteCtor (fo called) 
to warn him of the mighty work the Lord hath to do in the na- 
tions, and the fhaking of them; and to beware of his owa wit, 


‘ craft, fubtilty, and policy, or feeking any by-ends to himfelf.’ 


There was about this time an order for the trying of minifters (fo 


called) and for approving, or ejecting them out of their places or bene- 
fices; whereupon I wrote a paper to the juftices and other com- 
miffioners, who were appointed to that work. 
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¢ Friends, 
Y OU that are juftices, and in commiffion to try minifters, who 
have fo long been in the vineyard of God, fee whether they be 
fuch as are mentioned in the fcriptures, whom the prophets, Chrift, 
and the apoftles difapproved of. And if they be fuch as they dif- 
approved, fee how ye can ftand approved in the fight of God, to let 
fuch go into his vineyard, and approve of them who will admire 
your perfons becaufe of advantage, and if you do not give them 
advantage they will not admire your perfons ; fuch Jude {peaks of. 
See if they be not fuch as teach for filthy lucre, for love of money, 
covetous, fuch as love themfelves, who have a form of godlinefs, 
but deny the power; from fuch the apoftle bids, Turn away. The 
apoftle faid, their mouths fhould be ftopped, who ferved not the 
Lord Jefus, but their own bellies ; being evil beafts, flow bellies, 
who mind earthly things. Paul gave Timothy a defcription to try 
minifters by: he faid, They muft not be covetous, nor given to 
wine, nor filthy lucre, nor novices; left being lifted up into 
pride, they fall into the condemnation of the devil. Thefe he was 
to try and prove without partiality. Take heed of approving fuch 
as he difapproved; for fince the apoftles days, fuch as he difap- 
proved have had their liberty ; and they have told us, The tongues 
were their original, that they were orthodox men, and that the 
fteeple-houfe, with a crofs on the top of it, was the church (the 
Papifts mafs-houfe, you may look on the top of it and fee the fign). 
But the {criptures tell us, «* All the earth was of one language be- 
fore the building of Babel.” And when Pilate crucified Chrift, he 
fet the tongues, Hebrew, Greek, and in over his head. And 
John tells us, That the beaft had power over the tongues, kindreds, 
and nations ; and that the whore fits upon the tongues, of whofe 
cup all nations have drunk, and the kings of the earth have com- 
mitted fornication with her. John alfo faid, The tongues are 
waters. Chrift gives marks to his difciples, and to the multitude, 
how to try fuch as thefe that you are to try. ‘They are called of . 
men matter, they love the chiefeft feat in the affemblies, they be 
{ayers but not doers; and, faid he, They {hall put you out of the 
fynagogues. Seven woes he denounced  againft them, and there- 
fore difapproved them. Chrift faid, Falfe prophets fhould come ; 
and John faw, They were come : for they went forth from them; 
and the world fince hath gone after them. But Babylon mutt be 
confounded, the mother of harlots; and the devil muft be taken, 
and with him the beaft, and the falfe prophet muft be caft into the 
lake of fire: for the Lamb and his faints over all muft reign, and > 
| | 4 | « have 
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have the victory. The Lord fent his prophets of old to cry againft #654. 
the fhepherds that fought for the fleece, Ezek. xxxiv. and to cry pocayn, 
agaigft fuch fhepherds as feek for their gain from their quarter, 
and never have enough, Ifa. v. 6,,and to cry again{t the prophets 
that prophefied falfely, and the priefts that bore rule by their means : 
which was the filthy and horrible thing, Jer. v. And if you would 
forbear to give them means, you would,fee how long they 
would bear rule. ‘There was in old time a. ftorehoufe. for the fa- 
therlefs, ftrangers, and widows, to come to and be filled; and thofe 
did not profper then who did not bring their tithes to the ftore- 
houfe. But did not Chrift put an end’to that priefthood, tithes, 
temple, and priefts? Doth not the apoftle fay, The priefthood is 
changed, the law is changed, and the commandment difanulled? 
Might not they have pleaded the law of God, that gave them 
tithes? Wasnot the firft author of them fince Chrift’s time the 
pope, or fome of his church? Did. the apoftles. caft men into . 
prifon for tithes, as your minifters do now ? ' As inftance : Ralph 
Hollingworth, prieft of Phillingham, for petty tithes, not exceed- 
in fix fhillings,; hath caft into Lincoln prifon a poor thatcher, 
Thomas Bromby ; where he hath been about eight and thirty 
weeks, and ftill remains prifoner: and the prieft petitioned the 
judge, that the poor man might not labour in the city to get a, 
little money towards his maintenance in prifon. Is this a good fa- 
vour among{t you that are in commiffion to chufe minifters ? Is 
this glad tidings ? to caft in prifon a man that is not his hearer, 
becaufe he could not put into his mouth ? Can fuch as are in the 
fear of God, and in his wifdom, own fuch things ? The minifters 
of Chrift are to plant a vineyard, and then eat of the fruit ; to 
plow, fow, and:threfh, and get the corn; and then let them reap: 
but not caft them into prifon for whom they do no work. Chritt, 
when he {ent forth his minifters, bid-them give freely as they had 
received freely ; and into what city or town foever they came, in- 
quire who were worthy and there abide; and what they fet before 
you, faid he, that eat. And when thefe came back again to Chrift, 
and he afked them, If they wanted any thing? they faid, No, 
They did not go toa a and call the people together, to know 
how much they mighthave by the year, as thefe that are in the 
apoftafy do now. . The apoftle faid, Have I not power to eat and 
todrink? But he did not fay, To take tithes, eafter-reckonings, 
midfummer-dues, augmentations, and great {ums of money ; but 
have I not power to eatand to drink? Yet he did not ufe that 
power among the Corinthians. But they that are apoftatized from 
him will take tithes, great {ums of money, eafter-reckonings, and 
midfummer-dues; and caft thofe into prifon that will not give it 
them, whom they do no work for. .The ox’s mouth mutt not be 
muzzled that treads out the corn ;, but fee if the corn be trodden 
out in. you, and the wheat be in the garner? . Thisis from a lover 
of your fouls, and one that defires your eternal good. 
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After I had made fome ftay in the city of London, I was moved of. 
the Lord to go into Bedfordfhire to John Crook’s.; where there was a 
great meeting, and people generally convinced of the Lord’s truth. 
When I was come thither, John Crook told me, that the next day 
feveral of thofe called the gentlemen of the country would come to 
dine with him, and to difcourfe with me. They came, and I declared 
to them God’s eternal truth. Several friends went to the fleeple- 
houfes that day. And there was a meeting in the country, which 
Alexander Parker went to; and towards the middle of the day it 
came upon me to go to it, though it was feveral miles off. John 
Crook. went with me. When we came there, there was one 
Gritton, who had been a Baptift, but he was got higher than they, 
and called himfelf a trier of fpirits. He ufed to tell people their for- 
tunes, and pretended to difcover when goods were ftolen, or houfes 
broken up, who the perfons were that did it: by which he had got 
into the affeétions of many thereabouts. This man was in that meet- 
ing {peaking, and making an hideous noife over the young-convinced 
friends, when I came in; and he bid Alexander Parker give a reafon 
of his hope. Alexander Parker told him, Chrift was his hope ; but 
becaufe he did not anfwer him fo foon as he expected, he boaftingly 
cried, His mouth is ftopped. ‘Then Gritton directed his f{peech to 


-me; for I ftood ftill, and heard: him exprefs many things not agree- 


able to fcripture. I afked him, ¢‘ Whether he could make thofe 
© things out by fcripture which he'had{poken ?’ He faid, Yes, yes. 
Then I bid the people take out their bibles and fearch the places. he 
fhould quote for proof of his affertions; but he could not make good 


by feripture what he had faid. So he was afhamed, and fled out of 


London. 


_Kent. 
Rochefter. 


Cranbrook. 


the houfe, and his people were generally convinced ; for his {pirit 
was difcovered, and he came no more amongft them. When they 
were fettled in God’s truth, they publifhed a book againft him, de- 
nying his fpirit and his falfe difcoveries. Many were turned to 
Chrift that day, and came to fit under his teaching ; infomuch that 
the judges were in-a great rage, and many of the magiftrates in Bed- 
fordfhire, becaufe fo many were. turned. from. the hireling priefts to 
the Lord Jefus Chrift’s free teaching. But John Crook was kept by ~ 
the power of the Lord ; yet he was difcharged from being a juftice. 
After fome time I returned: to. Londo: agdin; where friends 
were finely eftablifhed-in the-truth, andigreat comings-in there were. 
About this time feveral friends. went beyond fea, to declare the ever- 
lafting truth of God. When I had ftaid:a while in the city, Iwent 
into Kent. When we came-into Rochefter, there was a guard kept 
to examine paflengers ; but we pafled' by, and were not ftopped. So 
I went toCranbrook, where there was a great meeting ; feveral fol- 
diers were at-it, and many were turned.to the Lord that day. After 
the meeting fome of the foldiers were fomewhat rude; butthe Lord’s 
power came over them. Thomas. Howfigoe, an Independent preacher, 
who lived not far from Cranbrook, was convinced, and became a 
faithful minifter for the Lord Jefus. Some friends.had travelled into 
Kent before, as John Stubbs and William Caton; and the priefts and 
profeffors had ftirred up the magiftrates at Maidftone to whip them 


for declaring God’s truth unto them; as may be {een in the journal 
of 
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of William Caton’s life. Captain Dunk was alfo convinced inKent. 1655- 
He went with me to Rye, where we had a meeting; to which the gun, 
mayor, officers, and feveral captains came. They took what I faid in Rye. 
writing, which I was well pleafed with. All was quiet, and the 
people affected with the truth. | 

From Rye I went to Rumney, where the people had notice of my Rumney, 
coming fome time before. ‘There was avery large meeting. Thither 
came Samuel Fifher, an eminent preacher among the Baptifts, who 
had a parfonage reputed worth two hundred pounds a year ; which 
for confcience fake he had. given up. ‘There was alfo the paftor of the 
Baptifts, and abundance of their people. The power of the Lord 
was fo mightily over the meeting, that many were reached, and one 
greatly fhaken ; and thelife fprang up in divers. One of the paftors 
of the Baptifts, being amazed at the work of the Lord’s power, bid one 
of our friends that was fo wrought upon, Have a good confcience. 
Whereupon I was moved of the Lord to bid him, Take heed of hy- 
pocrify and deceit ; and he was filent.. A great convincement there 
was that day. Many were turned from darknefs to the divine light 
of Chrift, and came to fee their teachers errors, and to fitunder the 
Lord Jefus Chrift’s teaching ; to know him. their way, and the co- 
venant of light, which God had given to be their falvation; and 
they were brought to the one Baptifm, and to the one Baptizer, 
Chrift Jefus. When the meeting was done, Samuel Fifher’s wife 
faid, « We way difcern this day betwixt flefh and Spirt, and diftin« 

* guith fpiritual teaching from flefhly.’ The people were generally 
well fatisfied with what had been declared; but the two Baptift 
teachers and their company, when they were gone from the meeting, 
fell to reafouing amongft the people. Samuel Fifher, with divers 
others, reafoned for the word of life, which had been declared that 
day, and the other paftor and his party reafoned againft it; fo it 
divided them afunder and cut them in the midft. A’ friend came 
and told me, ‘ That the Baptifts were difputing one with another, 
_£ and defired me to go to them.’ I faid, « Let them alone, the Lord 
‘ will divide them, and they that reafon for truth will be too hard 
‘ for the other :’ and foit was. Samuel Fifher received the truth in 
the love of it, became a faithful minifter, preached Chrift freely, 
and laboured much ; being moved of the Lord.to go and declare the 
word of life at Dunkirk, in Holland, and in divers parts of Italy, as 
Leghorn, and Rome itfelf ;, yet the Lord preferved him and his com- 
panion John Stubbs out of their inquifitions. - 

From Rumney I paffed to Dover, and had a meeting, where fe- Dover, 
veral were convinced. Near Dover a governor and. his wife were 
convinced, who had been Baptifts. The Baptifts thereabouts were 
much offended, and grew very envious ; but the Lord’s power came 
over all. Luke Howard of Dover was convinced fome time before, 
and became a faithful minifter of Chrift. 

Returning from Dover I went to Canterbury, where a few honeft- Canterbury: 
hearted people were turned to the Lord; who fate down under 
Chrift’s teaching. ‘Thence I paffed, to Cranbrook again, where I had 
a great meeting. A friend went to the fteeple-~houfe, and. was caft 

into 


14.0 


LOS 5. 


Suffex. 
Horfham. 
Steyning. 


Reading. 


i 1 eR RC | 


GEORGE FOX's JOURNAL. 


into prifon; but the Lord’s power was manifefted, and his truth 
fpread. 
From thence I paffed into Suffex, and lodged near Horfham, 
where was a great meeting; and many cofivinced. Alfo at Steyning 
we had a great meeting in the market-houfe, and feveral were con- 


_vimced there and thereaway; for the Lord’s power was with us. 


Several meetings I had thereabouts ; amongfl the reft a meeting was’ 
appointed at a great man’s houfe, and he and his fon went to fetch 
feveral priefts who had threatened to come and difpute. But none 
of them came, for the Lord’s power was mighty in us. A glorious 
meeting we had. The man of the houfe and his fon were vexed, 
becaufe none of the priefts would come. So the hearts of the people 
were opened by the Spirit of God, and they were turned from the 
hirelings to Chrift Jefus, their fhepherd, who had purchafed them 
without money, and would feed them without money or price. 
Many that came, expecting to hear a difpute, were convinced ; 
among{t whom Nicholas Beard was one. — : 

Thus the Lord’s power came over all, and his day many came to 
fee. There were abundance of Ranters in thofe parts, and profefiors, 
who had been fo loofe in their lives that they began to be weary of 
them, and had thought to have gone into Scotland to have lived pri- 
vately ; but the Lord’s net catched them, and their underftandings 
were cpened by his light, Spirit, and power, through which they 
came to receive the truth, and to be fettled upon the Lord; and fo 
became very fober men, and good friends in the truth. Great 
bleffing and praifing the Lord there was amongft them, and great 
admiration in the country. | 

Out of Suffex I travelled till I carne to Reading ; ‘where I found a 
few that were convinced of the way of the Lord. I ftaid till the 
firft-day, and had a meeting in George Lamboll’s orchard 3 and a 
great part of the town came to it. 'A glorious meeting it prowed; great 
convincement there was, and the people were mightily fatisfied. 
Thither came two of judge Fell’s daughters to me, and George 
Bifhop, of Briftol, with his {word by his fide, for he was a captain. _ 
After the meeting many Baptifts and Ranters came privately, reafon- 
ing and difcourfing ; but: the Lord’s power came over them. The 
Ranters pleaded, that God made the devil: I denied it, and told 
them, ‘ I was. come into the power of God, the feed Chrift, 
which was before the devil was, and bruifed his head ; and he be- 
came a devil by going out of truth ; and fo became a murderer and 
adeftroyer. I fhewed them, that God did not make-him a devil ; 
for God is a God of.truth, and made all things good, and bleffed 
them : but God did not blefs the devil. And the devil is bad, and 
was a lyar and a murderer from the beginning, and {poke of him- » 
felf, and not from God.’ So the truth ftopt and bound them, and 
came over all the higheft notions in the nation, and confounded 
them. For by the’ power of the Lord I was manifeft, and fought to 
be made manifeft to the Spirit of God in all, that by it they might be 
turned to,God ; as many were turned to the Lord Jefus Chrift by the 
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After this I paffed to London, where I ftaid a while, and had large __ #6s5- 
meetings: then went into Effex, and came to Cogthall, where was a Lamion. 
meeting of about two thoufand people, as it was judged, which lafted Effex. 
feveral hours, and a glorious meeting it was ; for the word of life was C°shall. 
freely declared, and people were turned to the Lord Jefus Chrift, 
their teacher and Saviour, the way, the truth, and the life. 

On the fixth-day I had a large meeting near Colchefter, to which Near Col- 
many profeffors and the Independent teachers came. After I had done ‘***- 
{peaking, and was {tept down from the place on which I ftood, one 
of the Independent teachers began to make a jangling; which Amor 
Stoddart perceiving, faid, Stand up again, George; for I was oing 
away, and did not at the firft hear them. But when I heard the In- 
dependent, I ftood up again, and after a while the Lord’s power came 
over him and his company ; who were confounded, and the Lord’s 
truth went over all. A great flock of fheep hath the Lord in that 
country, that feed in his paftures of life. On the firft-day following — 
we had a very large meeting not far from Colchefter, wherein the 
Lord’s power was eminently manifefted, and the people were very 
well fatisfied ; for, being turned to the Lord Jefus Chrift’s free 
teaching, they received it gladly. Many of thefe people were of the 
ftock of, the martyrs. 

As I paffed through Colchefter, I went to vifit James Parnel in. Colchefter. 
prifon ; but the gaoler would hardly let us come in, or ftay with 
him. Very cruel they were to him. The gaoler’s wife threat- 
ened to have his blood ; and in that gaol they did deftroy him, as the 
reader may fee ina book printed foon after his death, giving an ac- 
count of his life and death ; and alfo in an epiftle printed with his 
collected books and writings. 

From Colchefter I went to Ipfwich, were we had a little meeting, Ipfwich. 
and very rude; but the Lord’s power came over them. After the 
meeting, I faid, ¢ If any had a defire to hear further they might 
* come to the inn ;’ and there came in a company of rude butchers 
that had abufed friends : but the Lord’s power fo chained them they -. 
could not do mifchief. Then I wrote a paper and gave it forth to 
the town, ‘ warning them of the day of the Lord, that they might 
* repent of the evils they lived in; directing them to Chrift, their 
‘ teacher and way ; and exhorting them to forfake their hireling- 
€ teachers.’ 

We pafied from Ipfwich to Mendlefham, in Suffolk, where Robert Suffolk. 
Duncon lived. There we had a large meeting that was quiet, and Mendleham. 
the Lord’s power was precioufly felt amongft us. Then we paffed to 
a meeting at captain Lawrence’s, in Norfolk ; where, it was judged, Norfolk. 
were above a thoufand people; and all was quiet. Many perfons of 
note were prefent, and a great convincement there was. They were 
turned to Chrift, and many of them received him, and fate down 
under him, their vine. Here we parted with Amor Stoddart and 
others, who intended to. meet us again in Huntingdonfhire. 

About the fecond hour in the morning we took horfe for Norwich, Norwich. 
where Chriftopher Atkins, that dirty man, had run out, and brought 
difhonour upon the bleffed truth and the name of the Lord. But he had 
been denied by friends, and afterwards he gave forth a paper of con- 
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demnation of his fin and evil. Wecame to Yarmouth, and ftaid a 


while ; where there was a friend, Thomas Bond, in prifon, for the 
truth of Chrift.. There we had fome fervice; fome being turned to 
the Lord in that town. From thence we rode to another town about 
twenty miles off, where were many tender people. I was moved of 
the Lord to {peak to the people as I fat upon my horfe, in feveral places 
as I paffed along. We went to another town about five miles from 
thence, and fet up our horfes at an inn; Richard Hubberthorn and I 
having travelled five-and-forty miles that day. There were fome friendly 
people in the town; and we had a tender, broken meeting amongtft 
them,-in the Lord’s power, to his praife. 


We bid the hoftler have our horfes ready by three in the morning ; 


for we intended to ride to Lynn, about three-and-thirty miles, next 


morning, But when we were in bed, about eleven at night came the 


conftable and officers, with:a great rabble of people into the inn, and 
faid, They were come with an hue and cry from a juftice of peace, 
that lived near the town where I had fpoken to the people in the ftreets 
as I rode along, to fearch for two horfemen that rode upon grey horfes, 
and in grey cloaths; an houfe having been broken upon the feventh 


day before at night. We told them, ‘ We were honeft innocent men,” 


«and abhorred {uch things ;’ yet they apprehended us, and fet a guard 
with halberts and pikes upon us that night; making fome of thofe 
friendly people, with others, watch us. Next morning we were up be- 
time, and the conftable with his guard carried us before a juftice of 
peace about five miles off. Wetook two or three of the fufficient men 
of the town with us, who had been at the meeting at captain Law- 
rence’s, and could teftify that we lay both the feventh day night and 
the firft day night at captain Lawrence’s; and it was the feventh day 
night that they faid the houfe was broken up. The reader is to be 
informed, that during the time I was prifoner at the Mermaid at Cha- 
ring Crofs, this captain Lawrence brought feveral Independent juftices 
to fee me there, with whom I had a great deal of difcourfe; which 
they took offence at. For they pleaded for imperfection, and to fin as 


long as they lived; but did not like to hear of Chrift’s teaching his _ 


people himfelf, and making people as clear whilft here upon the earth 
as Adam and Eve were before they fell. Thefe juftices had plotted 
together this mifchief againft me in the country, pretending an houfe 
was broken up; that they: might fend their hue and cry after me. 
They were vexed. alfo and troubled to hear of the great meeting at 
John Lawrence’s ; for a colonel was convinced there that day, who 
lived and died in the truth. But Providence fo ordered, that the con- 
ftable carried us to a juftice about five miles onward in our way towards 
Lynn, who was not an Independent juftice, as the reft were. ° When 
we, were brought before him, he began to be angry, becaufe we did 
not put off our hats to him. I told him, I had been before the pro- 
tector, and he was not offended at my hat; and why fhould he be of- 
fended, who was but one of his fervants? Then he read the hue and 
cry; and I told him, ‘ That night, wherein the houfe was faid to be 
‘ broken up, we were at captain Lawrence's houfe ; and that we had 
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« feveral men prefent could teftify the truth thereof’. Thereupon the , 1655. 
juftice, having examined us_and them, faid, ‘ He believed we were noroik, 
* not the men that had broken the houfe; but he was forry,’ he faid, 
« that he had no more againft us.’ We told him, ‘ He ought not to 

be forry for not having evil againft us, but rather to be glad; for 
* to rejoice when he got evil againft people, as for houfe-breaking or 
‘ the like, was not a good mind in him.’ It was a good while yet be- 
fore he could refolve, whether to let us go, or fend us to prifon ; and 
the wicked conftable ftirred him up againft us, telling him, * We had 
“ good horfes ; and that if it pleafed him, he would carry us to. Nor-' 
‘ wich gaol.’ But we took hold of the juftice’s confeffion, ‘ That 
* he believed we were not the men that had broken the houfe;’ and, 
after we had admonifhed him to fear the Lord in his day, the Lord’s 
~ power came over him, that he let us go: fo their fnare was broken. 
A great people were afterwards gathered to the Lord in that town, 
where I was moved to fpeak to them in the ftreet, from,whence the 
hue and cry came. 

3eing fet at liberty, we travelled to Lynn; to which we came about Lynn, 

the third hour in the afternoon. Having fet up our horfgs, we met with 
Jofeph Fuce, who was an enfign. We defired him to {peak to as many 
of the people of the town as he could, that feared God ; and the captains 
and oflicers to come together: which he did. We had a very glorious 
meeting aioneft them, and turned them to the Spirit of God, by which - 
they might know God and Chrift, and underftand the {criptures; and 
learn of God and of Chrift, as the prophets and apoftles did. Many 
were convinced there; anda fine meeting there is, of them that are 
come off from the hirelings teaching, and fit under the teaching of 
the Lord Jefus Chritt. . 

Lynn being then a garrifon, we defired Jofeph Fuce to get us the gate 
opened by the third hour next morning; for we had forty miles to 
ride next day. By that means getting out early, we came next day by 
the eleventh or twelfth hour to Sutton, near the ifle of Ely, where Sutton. 
Amor Stoddart, and the friends with him, met us again. A multitude” _ 
of people was gathered thither, and no lefs than four priefts. ‘The 
prieft of the town made a great jangle; but the Lord’s power fo con- 
’ founded him, that he went away. .The other three ftaid ; and one of 
them was convinced. One of the other two, whilft I was fpeaking, 
came to lean upon me: but I bid him fit down, feeing he was fo floth- 
ful. A great convincement there was that day. Many hundreds were 
turned from darknefs to light, from the power of Satan unto God, and 
from the jpirit of error to the Spirit of truth, to be led thereby into 
all truth. People came to this meeting from Huntingdon, and be- 
yond; the mayors wife of Cambridge was there alfo. A glorious 
Meeting it was; many were fettled under Chrift’s teaching, and knew 
him their Shepherd to feed them: for the word of life was freely de- 
clared, and gladly received by them. The meeting ended in the power 
of the Lord, and in peace; and after it was done, I walked into a 
garden: where I had not been long, before a friend came and told me, 
feveral juftices were come to break up the meeting. But many of the 
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people were gone away; fo they miffed of their defign: and after they 
had ftaid a while, they departed alfo in a fret. 

That evening I pafled to Cambridge. When I came into the town, 
the {cholars, hearing of me, were up, and were exceeding rude. I 
kept on my horfe’s back, and rode through them in the Lord’s power ; 
but they unhorfed Amor Stoddart before he could get to the inn. When 
we were in the inn, they were fo rude in the courts and in the ftreets, 
that the miners, colliers, and carters could never beruder. The peo- 
ple of the houfe afked us, What we would have for fupper? ‘ Sup- 
< per!’ faid I, ‘ were it not that the Lord’s power is over them, thefe 
“ rude fcholars look as if they would pluck us in pieces, and make a 
« fupper of us,’ They knew I was fo againft the trade of preaching, 
which they were there as apprentices to learn, that they raged as bad 
as ever Diana’s craftfmen did again{ft Paul. At this place John Crook 
met us. When it was within night, the mayor of the town, being 
friendly, came and fetched me to his houfe ; and as we walked through 
the ftreets, there was a buftle in the town; but they did not know me, 
it being darkifh. They were in arage not only againft me, but againft 
the mayor alfog fo that he was almoft afraid to walk the ftreets’ with - 
me, for the tumult. We fent for the friendly people, and had a fine 
meeting in the power of God ; and I ftaid.there all night. Next morn- 
ing, having ordered our horfes to be ready by the fixth hour, we pafled 
“peaceably out of town ; and the deftroyers were difappointed : for they 
thought I would have ftaid_ longer in the town, and intended to have 
done us milchief; but our pafling away early in the morning fruftrated 
their evil purpofes againft us. 

Then we rode to Bifhop-Stortford, where fome were convinced ; and 
to Hertford, where alfo fome were convinced ; and where now there 
isa large meeting. 

From thence we returned to London, where friends received us 
gladly ; the Lord’s power having carried us through many {nares and 
@angers. Great fervice we had, for many hundreds were brought to | 
fit under the teaching of the Lord Jefus Chrift their Saviour, and to ~ 
praife the Lord through him. James Nayler alfo was come up to 
London ; and Richard Hubberthorn and I ftaid fome time in the city, 
vifiting friends, and anfwering gainfayers: for we had great difputes 
with profeffors of all forts. Many reproaches they caft upon truth, and 
lying, flanderous books they gave forth againft us: but we anfwered 
them, cleared God’s truth, fet it over them, and the Lord’s power was 
over all. 

Amoneft other fervices for the Lord, which then lay upon me inthe ~ 
city, I was moved to give forth a paper to thofe that made a {corn at 
trembling and quaking : 


‘ i Nae word of the Lord to you all, that fcorn trembling and 
5 quaking, who fcorn, throw ftones at, and belch forth oaths 
‘ againft thofe who are trembling and quaking, threatening and 
‘ beating them. Strangers ye are to all the apoftles and prophets; and 
* are of the generation that ftoned them and mocked them in thofe 
* ages. Ye are of the {coffers which they {pake of, that are come in 
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the laft times. Be ye witneffes againft yourfelves. To the light in 1655- 
all your confciences I fpeak, that with it you may fee yourfelves to yondon. 
be out of the life of the holy men of God. 

« Mofes, who was judge over all Ifrael, trembled, feared, and 
quaked, when the Lord faid unto him, I am the God of Abraham, 
and the God of Ifaac, and the God of Jacob ; then he trembled, and 
durft not behold. This, which makes to tremble now, ye teachers 
and people fcoff at, and fcorn thofe in your ftreets who witnefs the 
power of the Lord. Mofes forfook the pleafures of the world, which 
he might have enjoyed for a feafon. He might have been called the 
fon of Pharaoh’s daughter; he refufed it, and forfook Pharaoh’s 
houfe ; yet was no vagabond. David, a king, trembled. He was 
mocked ; they made fongs on him; they wagged their heads at him. 
Will you profefs David’s words, and Mofes’s words, who are in the 
generation of your fathers, mockers, {coffers, wonderers and defpifers, 
which are to perifh? O blufh! Be afhamed of all your profeffion, 
and be confounded! Job trembled, his flefh trembled, and they 
mocked him; fo do you now mock them in whom the fame power 
of God is made manifeft ; yet you profefs Job’s words. O deceitful 
hypocrites ! will ye not own {cripture ? O for fhame! Never profe({s 
{cripture words, and deny the power, which, according to the fcrip- 
ture, makes the keepers of the houfe to tremble, and the ftrong man 
to bow himfelf. Thefe things priefts, magiftrates, and people fcoff 
at; but with the power ye are judged, and by the power and life 
condemned. 
« The prophet Jeremiah trembled, he fhook, his bones quaked, he 
reeled to and fro, like a drunken man, when he faw the deceit of 
the priefts and prophets who were turned from the way of God ; and 
they were not afhamed, neither could they blufh. Such were gone 
from the light; and fuch were they that ruled over the people. But 
he was brought to cry, O foolifh people! that had eyes, and could 
not fee; that had ears, and could not hear; that did not fear the 
Lord, and tremble at his prefence, who placed the fands for bounds 
to the fea by a perpetual decree, that the waves thereof cannot pafs ! 
And he faid, «‘ A horrible thing is committed in the land ; the pro- 
“ phets prophefy falfly, and the priefts bear rule by their means. Shall 
“ not I vifit for thefe things, faith the Lord? Shall not my foul be 
** avenged upon fuch a nation as this?” They were fuch as did not 
« tremble at the word of the Lord ; therefore he called them a foolith 
« people. Hear all ye the word of the Lord, ye foolifh people, 
* who fcorn trembling and quaking. Give over profefiing the pro= 
* pliet Jeremiah’s words, and making a trade of them; for with 
* his words you are judged to be among the {fcofters, fcorners, and 
* ftockers. For he was ftocked by your generation ; and you now 
* ftock them that tremble at the word of the Lord, at the power of 
* the mighty God, which raifes up the Seed of God, and throws down 
* the earth which hath kept it down. So you that are in the fall, 
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where death reigneth, enemies of the truth, defpifing the power of 
God, as thofe of your generation ever did, woe and mifery is your 
portion, except you fpeedily repent. Ifaiah faid, “ Hear the word 
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é of the Lord, all ye that tremble at his word.” And he faid, “ This 
«© was the man that God did regard, who was of a broken and 
« contrite heart, and trembled at his word. When their brethren 
‘«< hated and perfecuted them, faying, Let the Lord be glorified; he 
é< fhall appear to your joy, but they fhall be afhamed,” Ma. Ixvi. 5. 
« Now all ye {coffers and fcorners, that defpife trembling, you regard 
¢ not the word of the Lord; they are not regarded by you, that trem- 
* ble at the word; who are regarded by the Lord: therefore you are 
‘ contrary to Tfaiah’s words. Profefs him and his words no more for 
‘ fhame, nor make a trade of his words. Ye that feek for your gain 
‘ from your quarter, ye greedy, dumb dogs, that never have enough, 
* ye are they that defpife trembling ; ye are fuch as Ifaiah cried againft, 
« who himéelf witneffed trembling. Here therefore be ye witneties 
* againft yourfelves, that with the light in your confciences ye may fee 
* ye are out of the prophet Ifaiah’s {pirit, and are haters of them that 
é tremble, whom the Lord regards ; but fuch you regard not, but hate, 
© perfecute, mock, and rail againft. It is manifeft you walk in the 
« fteps of your forefathers, that perfecuted the prophets. Habakkuk, 
‘ the prophet of the Lord, trembled. Joel, the prophet of the Lord, 
© faid, ‘* Blow the trumpet in Zion, and let all the inhabitants ef the 
“« earth tremble.” The people fhall tremble, and all faces fhall gather 
* blackneis; and the people fhall be much pained. And now this 
‘ trembling is witneffed by the power of the Lord. ‘This power of the 
« Lord is come ; the trumpet is founding, the earth is fhaking ; the in- 
* habitants of the earth are trembling ; the dead is arifing; and the 
‘ living is praifing God: the world is raging; the {coffers are fcorn- 
‘ing; and they that witnefs trembling and quaking wrought in 
‘ them by the power of the Lord, can. fcarce pafs up and down 
* the ftreets but with ftones and blows, fifts and fticks, or dogs fet at 
« them, or they are purfued with mockings and reproaches.. Thus you 
‘ vent your malice againft them that witnefs the power of the Lord, 
* as the prophets did ; who are. come to the broken heart and contrite 
* {pirit; who tremble at the word of the Lord, and whom the Lord re- 
gards: thefe you ftone, {tock, fet your dogs at; thefe you f{coff and 
{corn ; thefe you revile and reproach ; but thefe reproaches are our 
riches ; praifed be the Lofd who hath given us power over them. If — 
you fee one, as Habakkuk, whofe lips quivered, whofe belly fhook ; 
who faid, ** Rottennefs wasentered into his bones,” and who trem- 
bled in himfelf; if you fee fuch an one in this condition now; ye 
fay he is bewitched. Here again you fhew yourfelves. ftrangers 
to that power, to that life which was in the prophet: therefore, 
for fhame, never make a profeffion of his words, nor a trade of: 
his words; nor of Joel’s, who witnefied trembling, which ye {corn 
and {coff at. Ye proud fcorners, mifery is your end, except you 
{peedily repent. Daniel, a fervant of the moft high God, trembled ; 
his ftrength and his breath were gone. . He was prifoned, he was 
hated, he was perfecuted. They laid baits and {nares for him, in 
whom the holy Spirit of God was. For fhame, you that make a 
profeflion of Daniel’s words, give over your profeflion, priefts. and 
* people, who fcoff and {corn at trembling : with the light you are feen 
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t to be out of Daniel’s life, and by the fame power you are judged, at . 
& which you {corn and icoff. Here again be ye witneffes againft. your- 
© felves, that you are fcorers and fcorfers againft the truth; and with 
¢ the {cripture you are judged to be contrary to the life of the holy 
¢ men of God. Paul; : Ora or God, made by the will of God 
‘a meffenger of the Lord Jefus, a veflel of the Lord, to carry his 
‘ name abroad into feveral nations, when the dark, blind world have 
c 
¢ 


got fome of his words and epiftles, you teachers make a trade of 


‘them, and get great f{ums cf money for it, fo you deftroy fouls for 

difhoneft gain ; making a trade of his words, and of the reft of the 
‘ apoftles, prophets, and of Chrifts words, but denying the Spirit 
« and life that they wete guided by, and that power which fhook the 
© flefh and the earth ; which the apoftle witietied, who faid, «‘ When 
«« he came among the Corinthians, he was with them in weaknefs and 
“ fear, and in much trembling, that their faith might not-ftand in the 
‘¢ wifdom of words, but in the power of God ;” in that powét which 
« made him to tremble. This power it is that the world, and all the 
* fcoffing teachers, {coffat and {corn at in your towns, in your villages 
« in your aflemblies, in your alehoufes. For fhame, lay afide all your 

« profeflions of the apoftle’s words and conditions !'Some that fcoff at 
© this power, call it the power of the devil. Some perfecute, {tone 
© and ftock; imprifon and whip them, in whom that power is made 
¢ manifeft, and load them with reproaches, as not worthy to walk on 
‘ the earth; hated and perfecuted, as the off-{couring of all things. 
« Here you may {fee you are in the fteps of your forefathers, who per- 
* fecuted the apoftles, and acted fo againft them ; ftocked them, mocked 
* them, prifoned them, ftoned therh, whipped them, haled them out 
« of the fynagogues, reproached them; and fliamefully treated them. 
« Do not you here fulfil the feripture, and Chrift’s faying, who faid, 


_ Tf they kill you, they will think they do God fervice ?” Yet you. 


make a profeffion of Chrift’s words, of the prophets and apoftles 
words, and call yourfelves churches, and rhinifters of the gofpel. I 
charge you, in the prefence of the living God, to be filent who act fuch 
things! Mind the light in your confciences, ye fcoffers and {corners, 
which Chrift hath enlightened you withal ; that with it ye may fee 
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things fhall not inherit the pet of God: all fuch things are by 
the light condemned. 

© You who come to witnefs trembling and elciie the pa of 
the earth to be fhaken, the luftful TaYntS to be deftroyed, the fcorn- 
ing and fcoffing nature judged by the light; in it wait to receive 
power from him who fhakes the earth. That power we own, and 
our faith ftands in it, which all the world fcoffs at; the lofty, the 
proud, the prefumptuous, who live in prefumption, and yet make a 
profeffion of the {criptures, as your fathers the Pharifees did, who were 
painted fepulchres and ferpents ; and as the Scribes did, who had the 
chiefeft places in the affemblies, ftood praying in the fynagogues, and 
were called of men, Matters, mein Chrift cried woe againft. Thefe 
are not come fo xy as the trembling of devils, who believed and 
trembled. Let that judge you. The light and life of the feripture 
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« is feen and made manifeft, and with it all you fcorners, perfecutors, - 
‘ and railers are feen. 
« Take warning, all ye powers of the earth, how ye perfecute them 
whom the world nicknames and calls Quakers, who dwell in the eter- 
nal power of God; left the hand of the Lord be turned againft you, 
and ye be all cut off. To you this is the word of God, Fear and 
tremble, and take watning ; for this is the man whom the Lord doth 
regard, who trembles at his word ; which you, who are of the world, 
fcorn, ftock, perfecute, and imprifon. Here ye may fee ye are con- 
trary to God, contrary to the prophets; and are fuch as hate what 
the Lord regards ; which we, whom the world feorns, and calls 
Quakers, own. We exalt and honour that power which makes the 
devils tremble, fhakes the earth, throws down the loftinefs of man, 
the haughtinefs of man, and makes the beafts of the field to tremble, 
and caufes the earth to reel to and fro, cleaves it afunder, and over- 
turneth the world. This power we own, honour, and preach up, 
whom the world fcornfully calls Quakers, But all perfecutors, railers 
and fcorners, ftockers and whippers, we deny by that power which 
throweth down all. that nature ; as feeing that all who act fuch things, 
without repentance, fhall not inherit the kingdom of God, but are 
for deftruction. 7 
« Rejoice, all ye righteous ones, who are perfecuted for righteouf- 
nefs fake ; for great is your reward in heaven. Rejoice, ye that fuf- 
fer for well-doing ; for ye fhall not lofe your reward. Wait in the 
light, that you may grow up in the life that gave forth the fcriptures ; 
that with it ye may fee the faints conditions, and all that which they. 
_teftified againft; with it ye will ye fee the ftate of thofe that did re- 
proach and fcoff them, mock, perfecute, whip, ftock, and hale them 
out of the fynagogues before magiftrates. ‘To you, who are in the. 
fame light and life, the fame things they do now; that they may 
fill up the meafure of their fathers. With the light now they are 
feen, where the light, life, and power of God is made manifeft ; 
for as they did unto them, fo will they do unto you. Here is our. 
joy; the f{cripture is fulfilled, and fulfilling; with the light which 
was before the world was, which is now made manifeft in the chil-. 
dren of light, they fee the world, comprehend it, and the actions 
of it: for he that loves the world, and turns from the light, is an 
enemy to God; he turneth into wickednefs: for the whole world 
lieth in wickednefs. He who turns from the light, turns’ into the 
works of evil, which the light of Chrift teftifies againft. By this light, 
where it is made manifeft, all the works of the world are feen and 
made manifeft. 


f Sry Fe 

Great was the rage and enmity of the people, profeflors as well as 
prophane, againft the truth and people of God at this time; and great. 
the contempt and difdain they fhewed of friends plainnefs. Where- 
fore I was moved to write the following paper, and fend it forth, 


as as——An epiftle to gathered churches into outward forms, upon 
earths % 
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Ab L ye churches gathered into outward forms upon the earth, 


will fhake, and make you quiver, you that are found with- 
out his life, his light, and his power. His day hath appeared; 
morter and clay will you be found. Breaking, fhaking, and quake- 
ing is coming among you! Your high building is to be laid defo- 
late ; your profeffed liberty fhall be your bondage: the mouth of 
the Lord of Hofts hath {poken it. Tremble, ye hypocrites, ye 
notionifts. The fenced cities fhall be laid defolate, the fruitful 
fields fhall become a wildernefs; your falfe joy fhall become your 
heavinefs : the time of weeping and defolation draweth nigh ! Come 
ye witty ones, fee how ye can ftand before the Almighty, who is 
now come to plead with you. You'll fall like leaves, and wither 
‘ like weeds! Come you, that have boafted of my name, faith the 
Lord, and have gloried in the flefh, ye fhall fade like a flower: 
who. have flain my witnefs, yet boaft of my words, which have 
been as a fong unto you. Come ye novelifts, who love novelties, 
changeable fuits of apparel, who are in the fafhions outward and 
‘ inward, putting on one thing this day, and another the other day. 
‘<« Til ftrip thee,’ faith the Lord, ‘* Ill make thee bare, I'll make 
“ thee naked, and thou fhalt know that I am the Lord.’ What! 
* haft thou profeffed the prophets words? haft thou profeffed the 
* apoftles words, and my Son’s words ? haft thou covered thyfelf with 
* their expreffions? thinkeft thou not that I fee thee out of my life? 
“ thinkeft thou, thou witty one, to hide thyfelf where none can fee 
thee? thinkeft thou, if thou flieft to the uttermoft parts of the 
earth, that I am not there? Is not the earth mine, and the fulnefs 
of it, faith the Lord? Come all ye that have trufted in your own 
conceited knowledge and wifdom, who were never yet out of 
the earth, and the lufts of it, never yet got the load of thick clay 
off you, never were out of the drunken fpirit, whofe imperfection ap- 
pears, which muft be come upon as a potter's veffel ; broken cifterns ; 
ye that have been wife in your own conceit, wife in your own eyes, 
in which pride hath lifted you up, and not humility ;. you muft be 
abafed. You have run on, every one after his own invention, and 
every man hath done that which was right in his own eyes, 
that which pleafed himfelf. This hath been the courfe of people 
upon earth. Ye have run on without aking, without Chrift, the 
light of the world, which hath enlightened every one that is come 
into the world. But now is truth rifen, now are your fruits wither- 
ing. You that are fortified, and have fortified your {trong houfes, 
called your churches, make your cords ftrong, the Lord will break 
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For the Lord is rifen to fcatter you, his witnefs is rifen in the 
« hearts of his people ; they will not be fed with dead words, nor 
« with that which dies of itfelf; nor,will they be fatisfied with the 
* bufks which the {wine feed upon. All ye priefts in the nation, 
‘ and teachers, that now ftand againft the light, your envy fhews 

« that ye are in Cain’s way; your greedinefs fhews that ye are in 
‘ Balaam’s way: your ftanding againft the light, which hath en- 

P p . ‘ lightened 


you afunder, ye that are gathering in, and ye that are gathered. © 
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lightened every man that cometh into the world, doth manifeft 

that you are in Core’s way, that {poke the great high words of 
vanity ; ye, whofe confciences are feared as with.an hot iron, whofe 
judgment doth not linger, whofe damnation doth not flumber, who 
ferve not the Lord Jefus Chrift, but your own bellies ; who are 

as the evil beafts fpoken of, which have deftroyed many familie, 
taken away their cattle, their horfes, their goods, even their houi~ 
hold goods ; deftroyed many poor men, even whole families, taking 

their whole eftates from them, whom you do no work for. 

O the grievous actions that are feen done by you, the minifters of 
unrighteoufnefs ; whofe fruits declare to the whole nation, that you 

are not the mefiengers of God ! your actions declare it ; your taking 

tythes, augmentations, treble damages, midfummer-dues, as ye 

call them, of thofe ye do no work for, nor minifter to. 

‘ All ye powers of the earth, beware of holding fuch up as are 
unrighteous. Let not the words of the unrighteous overcome 
you, left the righteous God, the judge of heaven and earth, 

take hold upon you; whofe judgment is according to that of 
God in you, which will let you-fee when you tranfgrefs. Come 
you proud, lofty ones, who have not confidered the handy-. 
works of the Lord, but have deftroyed them; nor’ have regarded 
the way of the Lord, but have had plenty of the creatures, and 

have therewith fatted up yourfelves, and forgotten the Lord and his 

way: O let fhame cover your faces here upon earth! Come ye, 

that are given to pleafures, who fpend your time in fports, idlenefs, 
and fulnefs; your fruits declare the fins of Sodom; yet you will — 
make a talk of my name, and of my faints words. ‘ But I behold 
you afar off,” faith the Lord. You are proud and lofty; you are 
bad patterns, bad examples, full, rich, and idle; who fay, others 
are idle, that cannot maintain yourlufts. Oh! the unrighteous ba- 
lances that are among people! O the iniquity in meafuring ! O the 
oppreffion in ruling and governing! Becaufe of thefe things my 
hand fhall come upon you, faith the Lord. For the oppreffion is 
entered into the ears of the Lord, who gives reft to the wearied, 
to the burdened, to the opprefied; who feeds the hungry, and 
cloathes the naked ; who brings the mighty from their feats, beats _ 
the lofty to the ground, and makes the haughty bend. Come, 


faith the Lord, ye mockers, {corners, and rebellious ones, light and _ 


wild people, vain and heady ; you have had your day of joy, you 
have {coffed, you have mocked and derided my meffengers, my am- 
baffadors, who have preached in your ftreets, and cried in your 
fynagogues and temples ; a day of trembling and lamentation fhall 
come upon you when you are not aware. I'll take away your pride 
and your height; Ill fhake you as a leaf, and bring you to be as 
men diftraéted. I'll diftraét you, and make you that you fhall not 
truft one another in the earth ; who have joined hand in hand againft 
my fervants in the truth. I'll {mite you with terrors, and bring ~ 
frets and fears upon you ; the cup of my indignation and fury (hall 
you drink. Where will you appear, when repentance is hid from 
your eyes; when prophane Efau, your father, is fet before you, 
and Ifhmael and Cain, wild and envious, whofe fruits declare the 
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ftock.? Come, ye proud priefts, who have eaten up the fat of the , 155- 
nation, who by violence have taken other mens goods, whofe envy pondon. 


‘ hath flain many, whofe wickednefs and darknefs hath abounded, 
‘ and whofe unrighteoufnefs daily appears. Your fruits every day 
‘ declare it, in fummoning up by writs and fubpcena’s from moft 
« parts of the nation for wages and tithes, fuch as ye do no work for. 
‘ Oh! the abominable unrighteoufnefs! how isthe ftate of man loft, 
* that thefe things they do not take to heart, to feel them! What 
‘ havock is made in moft parts of the nation by fuch! And all ye 
‘ priefts and teachers, who are railing and brawling in the pulpit, 
‘ fetting people at variance one again{t another, haters and hateful, 
‘ provoking people to hate one another ; here is the feed of enmity 
‘ feen which you have fown and are fowing, whofe feed mutt be 
‘ bruifed by the feed of the woman, which atop of your heads is fet. 


vaG. Fs 


This year came out the oath of abjuration, by which many friends 
fuffered. Several friends went to {peak with the Proteétor about it ; 
but he began to harden. And fufferings increafing upon friends, by 
reafon that envious magiftrates made ufe of that oath as a {nare to 
catch them in, who they knew could not {wear at all; I was moved 
to write to the Protector as followeth: . 


. T H E magiftrate is not to bear the {word in vain, who ought 
« * to bea terror to the evil-doers; but the magiftrate that bears 
_the {word in vain, as he is not a terror to evil-doers, fo he is nota 
praife to them that do well. Now hath God raifed up a people by 
his power, whom people, priefts, and magiftrates, out of the fear 
of God, {cornfully call Quakers, who cry againft drunkennefs (for 
drunkards deftroy God’s creatures) and cry againft oaths (for becaufe 
of oaths the land mourns) ‘and thefe drunkards and {wearers, to 
~ whom the magittrate’s {word fhould be a terror, are, we fee, at li- 
berty ; but for crying againft fach many are caft into prifon, and for 
crying againft their pride and filthinefs, their deceitful merchan- 
dize in markets, their cozening, their cheating, their excefs and 
naughtinefs, their playing at bowls and fhovel-boards, at cards and 
at dice, and their other vain and wanton pleafures. Who live. in 
pleafures are dead while they live, and who live in wantonnefs 
kill the juft. This we know by the Spirit of God which gave 
forth the {criptures, which God the Father hath given to us, and 
hath placed his righteous law in our hearts ; which law isa terror 
to evil-doers, and anfwers that which is of God in every man’s 
confcience. They who ag contrary to the meafure of God’s Spirit 
in every man’s confcience, caft the law of God behind their backs, 
and walk defpitefully againft the Spirit of Grace. The magiftrate’s 
Lword, we fee,-is bornein vain, whilft evil-doers are at liberty 
to do evil, and they that cry againft fuch are, for fo doing, punifhed 
by the magiftrate, who hath turned his fword backward againft 
the Lord. Now the wicked one fenceth himfelf, and perfecutes 
the innocent, as vagabonds and wanderers, for crying again{t fin, 

5 ‘« unrighteoufnets, 
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unrighteoufnefs, and ungodlinefs openly, in the markets and in the 
highways; or as railers, becaufe they tell them what judgment will 
come upon thofe that follow fuch practices. Here they that depart 
from iniquity are become a prey, and few lay it toheart. But God 
will threfh the mountains, beat the hills, cleave the rocks, and caft’ 
into his prefs which is trodden without the city, and will bathe his 
{word in the blood of the wicked and unrighteous. You that have 
drunk the cup of abominations, an hard cup have you to drink, 
you who are the enemies of God, of you he will be avenged. You 
in whom fomething of God is remaining, confider ; If the {word 
was not borne in vain, but turned againft evil-doers, the righteous 
would not fuffer, and be caft into holes, dungeons, corners, pri-» 
fons, and houfes of correétion, as peace-breakers, for crying againt{t 
fin openly, as they are commanded of the Lord, and for crying 
again{t the covetoufnefs of the priefts and their falfe worfhips ; who 
exact money of poor people, whom they do no work for. Oh! 
where will you appear in the day of the Lord? How will you 
ftand in the day of his righteous judgment ? How many gaols and 


© houfes of correction are now made places to put the lambs of Chrift 


in, for following him and obeying his commands! The royal 
law of Chrift, “© To do as.ye would be done by,” is trodden 
down under foot; fo that men can profefs him in words, 
but crucify him wherefoever he appears, and caft him into 
prifon, as the talkers of him always did in generations and ages 
paft. Thelabourers, which God, the mafter of the harveft, hath 
fent into his vineyard, do the chief of the priefts and the rulers 
now take counfel together againft to caft them into prifon: here 
are the fruits of priefts, people, and rulers, without the fear of 
God. The day is come and coming that every man’s work doth 
and fhall appear; glory be to the Lord God for ever! See and 
confider the days you have fpent, and the days you do fpend ; for 
this is your day of vifitation. Many have fuffered great fines, be- 
caufe they could not fwear, but abide in Chrift’s do€trine, who faith, 
Swear not at all: and by that means are they made a prey upon for _ 
abiding in the command of Chrift. Many are caft into prifon and 
made a prey upon, becaufe they cannot take the oath of abjuration, 
though they denied all that is abjured in it; and by that means 
many of the meffengers and minifters of the Lord Jefus Chrift are 
caft into prifon, becaufe they will not fwear nor go out of Chrift’s 
command. Therefore, O man! confider; to the meafure of the 
life of God in thee I fpeak. Many alfo lie in gaols, becaufe they 
cannot pay the priefts tithes; many have their goods fpoiled, and 
treble damages takenof them ; many are whipped and beaten in 


«the houfes of corre&tion, who have. broken no law. Thefe 


things are done in thy name, in order to protect them in thefe 
actions. If men fearing God bore the {word, and covetoufnefs was 
hated, and men of courage for God were fet up, then they would 
be a terror to evil-doers, and a praife to them that do well; and 
not caufe fuch to fuffer. Here equity would be heard in our land, 
and righteoufnefs would ftand up and take place ; which giveth not 
place to the unrighteous, but judgeth it. To the meafure of God’s 
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-man’s confcience; for that is it which bringeth to honour all men 
in the Lord. ‘Therefore confider for whom thou ruleft, that thou 
mayeft come to receive power from God to rule for him ; and all 
that is contrary to God may by his light be condemned. . 

« From a lover of thy foul, who defires thy eternal good, 
GRE? 


Deen VN VASE ge 


Sufferings and imprifonments continuing and increafing, and the 
Proteétor, under whofe name they were inflited, hardening himfelf 
again{t the complaints that were made to him, I was moved to give 
forth the following lines amongtft friends, to bring the weight of their 
fufferings more heavy upon the heads of the perfecutors. 

HO is moved by the power of the Lord to offer himfelf to the 

juftice for his brother or fifter in prifon, to lie in pri- 
fon in their ftead, that his brother or fifter may come out of prifon, 
and fo offer his life for his brother or fifter? Where any lie in 
prifon for tithes, witnefling the priefthoood changed that took 
tithes, and the unchangeable priefthood come; if any brother in 
the light, who witneffeth a change of the old priefthood that took 
tithes, and a difannulling of the commandment for tithes, be moved 
of the Lord to go to the prieft or impropriator, to offer himfelf to 
lie in prifon for his brother, and to lay down his life that he may 
come forth, he may chearfully do it, and heap coals of fire upon 
the head of the adverfary of God. Likewife where any fuffer for 
the truth by them who are in the untruth, if any brother be moved 
of.the Lord to go to the magiftrate, judge, general, or protector, 
and offer up themfelves to the prifon, to lay down their lives for 
the brethren ; as Chrift hath laid down his life for you, fo offer 
your lives one for another. Here you may go over the heads 
of perfecutors, and reach the witnefs of God in all. And this 
fhall lie a judgment upon them all for ever, and be witneffed 
to by that which is of God in their confciences. Given forth from 
the Spirit of the Lord through 

Gli 


Befides this, I wrote alfo a fhort epiftle to friends, as an encourage- 
ment to them in their feveral exercifes. 


» 


__* My dear friends, 


« FN the power of the everlafting God, which comprehends the | 


* power of darknefs and all temptation, and that which comes out 
of it, in this power of God dwell. This will bring and keep you 
to the word in the beginning ; it will keep you up to the life, to 


A & © (ROSS 


in which you will feel dominion and life. And that will let you fee 
. before the tempter was and over him, into which the tempter can- 
« not come ; for the power and truth heis out of. Therefore in that 


« 


_© life dwell, in which you will know dominion. Let your faith be 


ine Ay 


feed thereupon, ‘in which you are over the power of darknefs, and - 
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Spirit in thee I fpeak, that thou mayeft confider and come to rule. 1655: 
for God : that thou mayeft anfwer that which is of God in every po,aon, 
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« in the power over the weaknefs and temptations ; look not at them; 
‘ but in the light and power of God, look at the Lord’s ftrength, 
‘ which will be made perfect in your weakeft ftate. In all tempta- 
* tions look at the yrace of God to bring your falvation, which is 
* your teacher to teach you; for when you look or hearken to the 
‘ temptations, you go from your teacher, the Grace of God; and fo 
« are darkened in going from that teacher which fhould bring your 
« falvation, the Grace of God, which is fufficient in all temptations 


* to lead out of them and to keep over them. 
‘ GAF? 


After I had cleared myfelf of thofe fervices for the Lord, which 
lay upon me in the city of London, I paffed into Bedfordfhire and 
Northamptonfhire. At Wellingborough, in Northamptonfhire, I 
had a great meeting, in which the Lord’s everlafting power and 
truth was over all; and many in that country were turned to the 
Lord. Great rage was amongft the profeflors; for the wicked 
Priefts, Prefbyterians, and Independents falfely reported, * That we 
* carried bottles about with us, which we gave people to drink ‘of, 
© which made them follow us :’ but the Power, Spirit, and Truth of 
God. kept friends over the rage of the people. Great fpoiling alfo 
there was of friends goods for tithes by the Independent, Prefbyte- 
rian, and fome Baptift priefts, who had got into the fteeple-houfes. 

From Wellingborough I- went into Leicefterfhire, where colonel 
Hacker had threatened, If I came he would imprifon me again, tho’ 
the Proteétor had fet meat liberty; but when I was come to Whet- 
ftone, the meeting from which he took me before, all was quiet. 
Colonel Hacker’s wife and his marfhal came to the meeting, and were 
convinced ; for the glorious, powerful day of the Lord was exalted 
over all, and many were convinced that day. There were at that 
meeting two juftices of the peace from Wales, their names were 
Peter Price and Walter Jenkin ; who came both to be minifters of - 
Chrift. 

I went from thence to Sileby, to William Smith’s, where was a 
great meeting, to which feveral Baptifts came ; one of them, a Bap- 
tift-teacher, was convinced, and came to fit under the Lord’s teach- 
ing by his Spirit and Power. This Baptift faid, He had baptized 
thirty in a day. . phat 

From thence I went to Drayton, my native town, where fomany 
priefts and profefiors had formerly gathered together again{ft me ; 
but now never a prieft nor profeffor did appear. I afked fome of my 
relations, Where all the priefts and profeffors were? They faid 
the prieft of Non-eaton was dead, and eight or nine of them were 
feeking to get his benefice. ‘ They will let you alone now,’ faid 
they, ‘ for they are like a company of crows, when a rotten fheep is 
« dead, they all gather together to pull out the puddings ; fo do the 


© priefis for a fallen benefice.’ Thefe were fome of their own 


hearers that faid fo of them: but they had fpent their venom 
againft me, and the Lord delivered me by his power out of their 
{nare. A 


A Then 
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Then I went to Badgley, where was a great meeting. Numbers 65s. 
came far to it. Many were convinced, and turned to the Lord ; Badgley: 


who came under Chrift’s teaching, and were fettled upon him, 
foundation and rock. . 

From thence. I paffed into Nottinghamfhire, and had large meet- Nottingham: 
ings; and into Derbyfhire, where the Lord’s power came over an tire 
Many were turned from darknefs to light, from the power of Satan ms 
unto God, and came to receive the Holy Ghoft. Great miracles 
were wrought in many places by the power of the Lord through 
feveral. 

In Derbyfhire James Nayler met me, and told me, feven or 
eight priefts had challenged him to a difpute. I had a travail in my 
Spirit for him, and the Lord anfwered me. I was moved to bid 
him go on, ¢ and God Almighty would be with him, and give him 
‘ the victory in his power.’ And the Lord did fo; infomuch that 
the people faw the priefts were foiled, and cried, ‘ A Nailer, a 
‘ Nailer hath confuted them all.’ After the difpute he came to me 
again, praifing the Lord. Thus was the Lord’s day proclaimed, and 
fet over all their heads. People began to fee the apoftafy and flavery 
they had been under to their hireling teachers, and came to know 
their teacher the Lord Jefus, who had purchafed them, and made 
their peace betwixt God and them. While we were here, friends 
came out of Yorkfhire to fee us, and were glad of the profperity of 
truth. 

After this I paffed into Warwickfhire amongft friends, vifiting Warwick- 
their meetings ; and fo into Worcefterfhire. I had a meeting at Bir- a i 
mingham, where feveral were convinced, and turned to the Lord. ite. 

I came to one Cole’s houfe near Chattan. This Cole had given an Birmingham. 
Independent preacher a meeting-place, who came to be convinced ; Ne ©™** 
after which he laid afide his preaching: whereupon the old man 
— Cole gave him an hundred pounds a year. I had a meeting 
_ there; a very great one it was, infomuch that the meeting-place 
would not hold the people. Many were turned to the Lord that day. 
_ Afterwards, when the time of trials came, this Independent did not 
ftand to that which had convinced him ; but turned back : where- 
upon the old man took away his 100 1. a year from him again. But 


~ Cole himfelf died in God’s truth. 
I heard that at Evefham the magiftrates had caft feveral friends in- 


their 


to divers prifons ; andthat, hearing of my coming, they made a pair 


of high ftocks. I fent for Edward Pittaway, a friend, who lived 
near Evefham, and afked him the truth of the thing. He faid, it 
was fo. I went that night with him to Evefham ; and in the even- Evaham; 
ing we had a large, precious meeting, wherein friends and people 
were refrefhed with the word of life, the power of the Lord. Next 
morning I rode to one of the prifons, and vifited friends there, and 
encouraged them. Then rode to the other prifon, where were {fe- 
veral prifoners. Amongft them was Humphrey Smith, who had 
been a prieft, but was now become a free minifter of Chrift. When 
I had vifited friends at both prifons, and was turned to go out of the 
town, I efpied the magiftrates coming up the town to have feized me 
in prifon. But the Lord fruftrated their intent, the innocent efcaped 


their 
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their {nare, and God’s bleffed power came over them all. But, ex- 
ceeding. rude and envious were the priefts and profeffors about this 
time in thefe parts. 

I went from Evefham to Worcefter, and had a precious meeting 
there, and quiet. After which, coming towards our inn, fome 
profeflors fell to difcourfe with friends, and were like to have made a 
tumult in thecity.. As we went,into the inn, they all cluttered into 
the yard; but I went among them and got them quieted. Next day 
I walked into the town, and hada great deal of difcourfe with fome 
of the profeffors concerning Chrift and the way of truth. One: of 
them denied, that Chrift was of Abraham according to the flefh, and’ 
that he was declared to be the Son of God according to the Spirit. 
I proved from Rom. i. that‘he was of the feed of Abraham, being 
made of the feed of David according to the flefh; and that according 
to the Spirit he was declared to be the Sonof God. Afterwards I 
wrote a paper concerning it. 

From Worcefter we went.to Tewkfbury, where inthe evening we 
had a great meeting. ‘To which came the prieft of the town with a 
great rabble of rude people. The. prieft boafted,. that he would fee 
whether he or | fhould have the victory... < I turned the people to 
the Divine Light, which Chrift, the heavenly and fpiritual man, 
enlighteneth them withal; that with that Light they might fee 
their fins, and that they were in death and darknefs, and without 
God in the world; and might alfo fee Chrift from whom it cometh, 
their Saviour and Redeeaar: who fhed his blocd and died for 
them ; who is the way to God, the truth, and the life.’ Heré 
the priett began to rage againft the Light, and denied it; for neither 
prieft nor profeffor could endure to hear the Light fpoken of. Having 
railed at the Light the prieft went away; and left his rude company 
amongft us; but the Lord’s power came over them, though mif- 
chief was in their hearts. 

Leaving Tewksbury we pafled to Warwick, ee in the evening 
we had a meeting at a widow-woman’s houfe with many fober peo- 
ple. A precious meeting we had in the Lord’s power; feveral were 
convinced, and turned to the Lord. After the meeting, .a Baptift‘in 
the company began to jangle; and the bailiff of the town, with his 
officers, came in, and faid, What do thefe people here at this time of 
night ? So he fecured John Crook, Amor Stoddart, Gerrard Roberts, 
and I; but we had leave to go to our inn, and to be forth-coming i in - 
the morning. ‘The next morning many rude people came into the 
inn, and into our chambers, defperate fellows ; but the Lord’s power 
gave us dominion over them. Gerrard Roberts.and John Crook went - 
to the bailiff to know what he had to fay to us. . He faid, we might 
go our ways, for he had little to fay to us. , As we rode out of town, 
it lay upon me to ride to his houfe, to let him know, ‘ That the 
« Protector, having given. forth an inftrament of government, in 
which liberty of confcience was granted, it was very ftrange that, 
contrary to that inftrument of government, he would trouble peace- 
« able people that feared God.’ “The friends went with me, but the 
tude people gathered about us with ftones. One of them took hold 
of my horfe’s bridle, and broke it ; but the horfe oa back threw 
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him under him. Though the bailiff faw this, yet he did not ftop, 1655. 
nor fo much as rebuke the rude multitude ; fo that it was much we Warwick 
had not been flain or hurt in the ftreets ; for the people threw ftones 
and ftruck at us as we rode along the town. 

When we were quite out of the town, I told friends, * It was up- 
_ € on me from the Lord that I muft go back into the town again ; and 
‘if any one of them felt any thing upon him from the Lord, he 
‘ might follow me; the reft that did not, might go on to Dun-cow.’ 
So I paffed through the market in the dreadful power of God, de- 
claring the word of life to them; and John Crook followed me. 
‘Some ftruck at me ; but the Lord’s power was over them, and gave 
me dominion over all. I fhewed them their unworthinefs of the name 
of chriftians, and the\unworthinefs of their teachers, that had not 
brought them into more fobriety ; and what a fhame they were to 
chriftianity ! “6 

Having cleared myfelf I turned out of the town again, and paffed Coventry. 
to Coventry; where we found the people clofed up with darknefs. I 
went to a profeffor’s houfe I had formerly been at, and he was drunk ; 
which grieved my foul fo, that I did not go into any houfe in the 
town ; but rode into fome of the ftreets, and into the market-place. 

I felt the power of the Lord was over the town. 

Then I went to Dun-cow, and had a meeting in the evening, and Dun-cow: 
fome were turned to the Lord by his Spirit, as fome alfo were at 
- Warwick and Tewkfbury. We lay at Dun-cow that night; where 
we met with John Camm, a faithful minifter of the everlafting 
_. gofpel. In the morning there gathered a rude company of priefts 
and people, who behaved more like beafts than men; for fome of 
them came riding on horfeback into the room where we were ; but 
the Lord gave us dominion over them. 

From thence we paffed into Leicefterfhire, where we had a great Leicefter- 
meeting at the place where I had been taken formerly. After that eae 
we came to Badgley, in Warwickthire. Here William Edmundfon hice. 
who lived in Ireland, having fome drawings upon his {pirit to come Badgley. 
into England to fee me, met with me; by whom I wrote a few 
lines to friends then convinced in the north of Ireland. 


« Friends, 


bee. 8 i> that which convinced you wait ; that you may have that re-- 


f moved you are convinced of. -And, all my dear friends, dwell in 


© the life, love, power, and wifdom of God, in unity one with an- 
“© other, and with God; and the peace and wifdom of God fill all 
« your hearts, that nothing may rule in you but the life which ftands 


* in the Lord God. 
© GF.’ 


When thefe few lines were read amongft the friends in Ireland 
at their meeting, the power of the Lord feized upon all in the 
room. Ca 
From Badgley we pafled to Swanington and Higham, and into Swanington, 
_Northamptonfhire and Bedfordthire, having great meetings. Many Rotini ge 
were turned to the Lord by his Power and Spirit. When wecame to tonthire. 
at ; Rr ; Baldock Bedfordhhire. 
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Baldock in Hertfordfhire, I afked, ‘. If there was nothing in that town, 
* no profeftion? It was anfwered me, There were fome Baptifts, and 
a baptift woman fick. John Ruth of Bedfordfhire went with me to 
vifit her. When we came in, many tender people were about her. 
They told me, © She was not a woman for this world; but if I had 
« anv thing to comfort her concerning the world to come, I might 
€ {peak to her.’ I was moved of the Lord to fpeak to her; and he 
raifed her up again, to the aftonifhment of the town and country. Her 
hufband’s name was Baldock. This Baptift woman and her hufband 
came to be convinced; and many hundreds of people have met at 
their houfe fince. Great meetings and convincements were in thofe 


parts afterwards; many received the word of life, and fat down under © 


the teaching of Chrift their Saviour. 

When we had vifited this fick woman, we returned to our inn; 
where we found two defperate fellows fighting forfurioufly, that none 
durft come nigh to part them. But I was moved in the Lord’s power 
to go to them: and when I had loofed their hands, I held one of 
them by one hand, and the other by the other, fhewed them the evil 
of their doings, and reconciled them one to the other; and they were 
fo loving and thankful to me, that people admired at it. 

From thence I paffed to Market-ftreet, where God had a people; 
and through Albans to London, where friends were glad of the pro- 
fperity of truth, and the manifeftation of the Lord’s glorious power, 


which had delivered us, and carried us through many dangers and difh- 


culties. I alfo rejoiced to find truth profper in the city, and all things 
well amongft friends there. Only there was one John Toldervey, who 
had been convinced of truth, and run out from it; and the envious 
priefts took occafion from thence to write a wicked book againft friends, 
which they ftuffed with many lies, to render truth and friends odious. 
They intituled their book, “The Foot out of the Snare.” But this poor 
man came to fee his folly, and returned, condemned his backfliding, 
an{wered the priefts book, and manifefted all their lies and wicked- 
nefs. ‘Thus the Lord’s power came over them; his everlafting Seed 
reigned, and reigns to this day. 

After I had tarried fome time in London, and had vifited friends in 
their meetings, I went out of town, leaving James Nayler in the city. 


As I paffed from him, I caft my eyes upon him, and a fear ftruck — 


me concerning him; but I went away, and rode to Ryegate in 
Surry, where I had a little meeting. There friends told me of one 
Thomas Moore, a juftice of: peace, that lived not far from Ryegate, 
a friendly, moderate man; whereupon I went to vifit him at his houfe, 
and he came to be a ferviceable man in truth. 

We pafled to Thomas Patchings, of Binfcombe in Godalming, where 
we had a meeting, to which feveral friends came from London. John 
Bolton and his wife came on foot in froft and fnow. After we had 
parted with friends there, we went towards Horfham Park ; where 
having vifited friends, we went to Arundel and Chichefter, where we 
had meetings. At Chichefter many profeffors came in, and made fome 
jangling; but the Lord’s power was over them. The woman of the 
houfe, where the meeting was, though convinced Cm ll yet not 
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keeping her mind clofe to that which convinced her, fhe fell in love 
with a man of the world, who was there that time. When I knew 
it, I took her afide, and was moved to fpeak to her and to pray for 
her ; but a light thing got up in her mind, and fhe flighted it. After- 
wards fhe married that man; and foon after went diftracted; for he 
was greatly in debt, and fhe greatly difappointed.. Then was I fent for 
to her; and the Lord was intreated, raifed her up again, and fettled 
her mind by his power. Afterwards her hufband died; and fhe ac- 
knowleged the juft judgments of God were come upon her, for flight- 
ing the exhortation and counfel I had given her. 
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After we left Chichefter, we travelled to Portfmouth. There the Po:zt(mouth. 


foldiers had us to the governor’s houfe. After {ome examination, the 
Lord’s power came over them, and we were fet at liberty, and had a 


meeting inthe town. After which we came to Ringwood, where in Ringwood. 


the evening we had a meeting. Several were convinced, and turned 
to the Spirit of the Lord, and to the teaching of Chrift Jefus their Sa- 


viour. 


at an inn, we fent into the town to inquire for fuch as feared the Lord, 
and fuch as were worthy ; and we had a meeting there with feveral 
fober people. William Baily, a Baptift teacher, was convinced at that 
time. The people received truth in the inward parts, and were turned 
to the Lord Jefus Chrift, their rock and foundation, their teacher and 
Saviour; and there is become a great gathering in the name of Jefus 
of a very tender people, who continue under Chrift’s teaching. 


From Ringwood we came to Pool; and, having fet up our horfes Pool. 


We went alfo to Southampton, and hada meeting, where feveral were Southamp- 
convinced. Edward Pyot of Briftol travelled with me all this weftern ton. 


journey. 


From thence we went to Dorchefter, and alighted at an inn, a Bap- Dorchefter. 


tift’s houfe: we’ fent into the town to the Baptifts, to let us have their 
‘meeting-houfe to aflemble in, and to invite the fober people to the 
meeting ; but they denied it us. We fent to them again, to know 
why they would deny us their meeting-houfe? fo the thing was noifed in 
the town. Then we fent them word, If they would not let us come 
to their houfe, they, or any people that feared God, might come to 
our inn, if they pleafed; butthey were ina greatrage. Their teacher, 
and many of them came up, and flapped their bibles on the table. I 
afked them, ‘ Why they were fo angry? were they angry with the 
« bible? But they fell into a difcourfe about their water-baptifm. I 
_afked them, ¢ Whether they could fay they were fent of God to baptize 
« people, as John was? And whether they had the fame Spirit and power 
«that the apoftles had?’ They faid, They had not. Then I afked 
them, How many powers there are? Whether there are any more 
« than the power of God, and the power of the devil? They faid, 


There was not any other power than thofe two. Then faid I, ¢ If 


*« you have not the power of God that the apoftles had, you act by 
‘ the power of the devil.’ Many fober people were prefent, who faid, 


“They have thrown themfelves on their backs.” Many fubftantial . 


people were convinced that night; a precious fervice we had there for 

the Lord, and his power came over all. Next morning, as we were 
) Ps & 
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pafling away, the Baptifts, being in a rage, began to fhake the duft 
off their feet after us. ‘ What,’ faid I, ‘ in the power of darknefs ! 
‘ We, who are in the power of God, fhake off the duft of our feet 
* againft you.’ , ) 

Leaving Dorchefter, we came to Weymouth ; where alfo we in- 
quired after fober people; and about fourfcore of them gathered to- 
gether at a prieft’s houfe, all very fober people. Moft of them re- 


- ceived the word of life, and were turned to their teacher Chrift 


Jefus, who had enlightened them with his divine light, by which 
they might fee their fins, and him who faveth from fin. A bleffed 
meeting we had with them, and they received the truth in the love of 
it, with gladnefs of heart... The meeting held feveral hours. The 
¢ ftate of their teachers, and the apoftafy was opened to them; and 
« the ftate of the apoftles, and of the church in their days: and the © 
‘ ftate of the law and of the prophets before Chrift, and how Chrift 
“came to fulfil them ; that he was their teacher in the apoftles days ; 
« and that he was come now to teach his-people himfelf by his 


- © power and {pirit.” All was quiet, the meeting broke up peaceably, 


the people were very loving; anda meeting is continued in that town 
to thisday. Many are added to them; and fome who had been Rant- 
ers came to own the truth, and to live very foberly. 

There *was a captain of horfe in the town, who fent to me, and 
would fain have had me to have ftaid longer; but I was: not to ftay. 
He and his man rode out of towm with me about feven miles; Ed- 
ward Pyot alfo being with me. This captain was the fatteft, merrieft, 
chearfulleft man, and the moft given to laughter, that ever I met 
with ; infomuch that I was feveral times moved to {peak in the dread- 
ful power of the Lord to him ; yet it was become fo cuftomary to him, 
he would prefently laugh at any thing he faw. But I ftill admonifhed 
him to come to fobriety, and the fear of the Lord, arid fincerity. We 
lay at an inn that night; and the next morning I was moved to {peak - 
to him again, when he parted from us. Next time I faw him, he 
told me, When I fpoke to him at parting, the power of the Lord fo 
ftruck him, that before he got home he was ferious enough, and had 
left his laughing. He afterwards was convinced, and became a ferious 
good man, and died in the truth. . 

Parting from him, we went to Honiton; and at our inn inquired, 
What people were in the town that feared God, and fent for them. 
There came to us fome of the particular Baptifts, with whom we had 
a great deal of reafoning. I told them, ‘ They held their doétrine of 
* particular election in Efau’s, Cain’s, and Hhmael’s nature 3 notin Ja- 
« cob, the fecond birth : but they muft be born again, before they could 
© enter the kingdom of God. And that as the promife of God was 
< to the Seed, not as many, but as one, which. was Chrift; {0 the 
« election and choice ftands in Chrift ; and they muft be fuch as walk 
‘in his light, grace, Spirit, and truth’ | 

From thence we pafled to Topfham, and ftaid over firft day ; but 
the inn-keeper and his people were rude. Next morning we gave 
forth fome queries to,the priefts and profeffors: whereupon fome rude 
profeflors came toour inn; and, had we not gone when we did, they 

2 | . had 
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“had topped us. I wore a girdle, which through forgetfulnefs I left 155. 
behind me, and afterwards fent to the inn- keeper for; but he would 
not let me have it again. Afterwards, when he was troubled in his 
mind about it, he bangt it, left he fhould be bewitched by it, as he 
faid ; yet when he had burnt it, he was more troubled than vine 
Sone, notwithftanding the rudenefs of the place, were convinced, and 
a meeting was afterwards fettled in that town, which hath continued 
ever fee 

After this we pafied to Totnes, a dark town. We lodged there at totnes, 
an inn; and that night Edward Pyot was fick, but the Lord’s power 

healed Nick: fo that the next day we got to King’s Bridge, and at our King’sBridge. 
inn inquired for the fober people of the town. They directed us to 
Nicholas Tripe and his wife ; and we went to their houfe. They fent 
for the prieft, with whom we had fome difcourfe; but he being con- 
founded, quickly left us. Nicholas ‘Tripe and his wie were convinced ; 
and fince there 1s a good meeting’ of friends in that country.. In the 
evening we returned to our inn. There being many people drinking 
in the houfe, ‘ I was moved of the Lord to go amongft them, and di- 
rect them tothe light which Chrift the heavenly man had enlightened 
‘ them withal; by which they might fee all their evil ways, words, 
© and deeds, acta by the fame light they might alfo fee Chrift Jefus their 
‘ Saviour. ‘The inn-keeper food uneaty, “feeing i it hindered his guetts 
. from drinking ; and as foon as the laft words were out of my mouth, 
he {matched up the candle, and faid, * Come, here is a light for you 
'* to go into your chamber.’ Next morning, tiles he was cool, I re- 
prefented to him, ‘ What an uncivil thing it was for him {fo to do;’ 
then warning him of the day of the Lord, we got ready and pafled 
away. 

We came next day to Plymouth, refrefhed ourfelves at our inn, and Plymouth. 

went to Robert Cary’s, where we had a very precious meeting. At 
this meeting was Elizabeth Trelawny, daughter toa baronet. She 
being fomewhat thick of hearing, came clofe up to me, and clapped 
her ear vety nigh me, while I {pake ; and fhe was convinced. After 
this meeting came in fome jangling Baptifts; but the Lord’s power 
came over them, and Elizabeth Trelawny gave teftimony thereto. A 
fine meeting was {fettled there in the Lord’s power, which hath con- 
tinued ever ee ; where many faithful friends have been convinced. 

From thence we pafled into Cornwall, and came to an inn in the Cornwall. 
parifh of Menhenniot. At night we ne meeting at Edward Han- Wed Salad 
cock’s, to which came Thomas Mounce, and a prieft, with a great 

-deal of people. We brought the prieft to confefs, That he was.a mainifter 
made by the ftate, and maintained by the ftate ; and he was confounded 
and went his way: but many of the people ftaid. 1 directed them to 
. the « Jight of Chrift, by which they might {ee their fins, and their Sa- 
© viour Chrit Jefus, the way to God, their Mediator to make eace 
© betwixt God and them ; their Shepherd to feed them, and their Pro- 
» § phet to teach them. — I direéted them to the Spirit of God in rhein 
« felves, by which they might know the {criptures, and be led into a all 
* truth ; and by 1 the Spirit might know God, and in it have unity one 
‘ wit th another.’ Many were convinced at that time, and came under 
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Chrift’s teaching ; and there are fine gatherings in the name of Jefus 
in thofe parts at this day. 


We travelled from thence through Penryn, and came to Helfton ; — 


but could not get to the knowledge of any fober people, through the 
badnefs of the inn-keepers. At*length we came to a village, where 
fome Baptifts and fober people lived, with whom we had difcourfe. 
Some of them were brought to confefs, that they {tumbled at the light 
of Chrift. They would have had us to have ftaid with them; but we 
paffed thence to Market-Jew ; and having taken up our lodging at an 
inn, we fent over-night to inquire for fuch as feared the Lord: Next 
morning the mayor and aldermen gathered together, with the high- 
fheriff of the county ; and fent the conftables'to bid us come before 


them. We afked them for their warrant; and they faying they had— 


none, we told them, we fhould not go along with them without a 
warrant. Upon the return of the conftables without us, they fent 
their ferjeants, and we afked them for their warrant. They faid, they 
had none; but toid us, the mayor and aldermen ftaid for us, We 
told them, the mayor and his company did not well to trouble us in 
our.inn ; and we fhould not go with them without a warrant. So 
they went away, and came again; and when we afked them for their 
warrant, one of them plucked his mace from under his cloak. We 
afked them, Whether it was their cuftom to moleft and trouble ftran- 
gers in their inns and lodgings? After fome time Edward Pyot went 
to the mayor and aldermen, and a great deal of difcourfe he had with 
them ; but the Lord’s power gave him dominion over them all. When 
he returned, feveral of the officers came to us; and we laid before them 
the incivility and unworthinefs of their carriage towards us, the fere- 
vants of the Lord God, thus to ftop and trouble us in our inns and 
lodgings; and what an unchriftian act it was, Before we left the town, 


{ wrote a little paper, to be fent to the feven parifhes at the Land’s 
End. ; 


i, Eph mighty day of the Lord is come, and coming, wherein 
C4 

“ heart fhall be revealed by the light of Jefus, who lighteth every 
‘'man that cometh into the world, that all men through him might 
“ believe, and that the world might have life through him, who faith, 
“* Learn of me;” and of whom God faith, “ This is my beloved 
‘¢ Son, hear ye him.” Chrift is come to teach his people himfelf ; 
“and every one that will not hear this Prophet, which God hath raifed 
‘up, and which Mofes fpake of, when he faid, “ Like unto me will 


“God raife you up a Prophet, him fhall you hear:” Every one, I. 


* fay, that will not hear this prophet, is to be cut off. They that 


« defpifed Mofes’s law, died under the hand of two or three witneffes; 


* but how much greater punifhment will come upon them that neg- 
* lect this great falvation, Chrift Jefus, who faith, «* Learn of me, I 


«* am the way, the truth, and the life ;’ who lighteth every man that | 


* cometh into the world; and by his light lets him fee his evil ways 
¢ and evil deeds. But if you hate that light, and go on in evil, this 
© light will be your condemner. Therefore, now ye have time, prize 

Pe ~ rahe 


all hearts fhall be made manifeft, and the {fecrets of every one’s - 
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it: for this is the day of Your vifitation, and falvation offered to. you.  ~ '655- 
Every one of you hath a light from Chrift; which lets you fee YOU, vrark 
fhould. not lye, nor do wrong to any, nor {wear, nor curfe; nor take 
' God’s name in vain, nor fteal. It is the light that fhews you thefe 
evil deeds: which if you love, and come unto it, and follow it, it 
will lead you to Chrift; who is the way to the Father, from whom 
it comes ; where no unrighteoufnefs enters, nor ungodlinefs. If you 
hate this light, it will be your condemnation ; but if you love it, and 
come to it, you will come to Chrift; and it will bring you off from 
_all the world’s teachers and ways, to learn of Chiift, and will pre- 
ferve you from the evils of the world, and al: the deceivers in it. 


“6.F? 


et- Jew. 
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This paper a friend, then with me, had; and when we were goné 
three or four miles from Market-Jew towards the weft, he meeting 
with a man upon the road, gave him a copy of the paper. This man 
proved to be a fervant to Peter Ceely, a major in the army, and a juf 
tice of peace in that county ; and, riding before us to a place called . 
St. Ives, fhewed the paper to his mafter. When we came to Ives, 7... 
Edward Pyot’s horfe having caft a fhoe, we ftaid to have a fhoe fet; . 
and while he was getting his horfe fhod, I walked to the fea-fide. 
When I came back, I found the town in an uproar. They were haling 
Edward Pyot and the other friend before major Ceely. I followed — 
them into the juftice’s houfe, though they did not lay hands upon me- 
When we came in, the houfe was full of rude people ; whereupon I 
afked, Whether there were not an officer, among them, to keep the 
people civil? Major Ceely faid, he was a magiftrate. I told him, ‘ He 
‘ fhould fhew forth gravity and fobriety then, and ufe his authority 
* to keep the people civil; for I never faw any people ruder: the In= 
* .dians were more like Chriftians than they.’ After a while they brought 
“the paper, and afked, Whether I would own it? I faid, Yes: Then 
he tendered the oath of abjuration to us: whereupon I put my hand 
in my pocket, and produced the anf{wer to it, which had been given to 
the protector. After I had given him that, he examined us feverally, 
one by one. He had with him a filly, young prieft, who afked us 
many frivolous queftions ; amongft the reft, he defired to cut my hair, 
which then was pretty long; but I was not to eut it, though many 
were offended at it. I told them, ‘ I had no pride in it ; and it was 
* not of my own putting on.’ At length the juftice put us under a 
_ guard of foldiers, who were hard and wild, like the juftice himfelf : 
“neverthelefs we * warned the people of the day of the Lord, and de- 
* clared the truth to them.’ The next day he fent us guarded by a 
party of horfe, with fwords and piftols, who took us to Redruth. On ear. 
tirft day the foldiers would have carried us away; but we told them, 
It was their fabbath, and it was not ufual to travel on that day. Se- 
veral of the town’s people gathered about us; and whilft I held the 
foldiers in difcourfe, Edward Pyot {poke to the peeple ; and aftewards Ed- 
ward Pyot held the foldiers in difcourfe whilft I fpoke tothe people. In 
the mean time the other friend got out backwards, and went to the fteeple- 
houfe, to {peak to the prieft and people. The people were exceeding 
defperate, in a mighty rage againft him, and abufed him. ‘The brite 
alfe 
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alfo miffing him, were in a great rage, and feemed ready to kill uss 


——~ but I declared the day of the Lord, and the word of eternal life to the 


people. In the afternoon the foldiers were refolved to have us away ;- 
fo we took horfe. When we had rid to the town’s end, I was moved 
of the Lord to go back again, to {peak to the old man of the houte. 
The foldiers drew out their piftols, and fwore I fhould not go back. 
I heeded them not; but rode back,and they rode after.me. So I 
cleared myfelf to the old man and the people ; and then returned with 
them, and reproyed them for being fo rude and violent. » . 

At night we were brought to a town’ then called Smethick, but 
fince Falmouth, It being the evening of the firft day, there came into 
out inn the chief conftable of the place, and many fober people; fome 
of whom began to inquire concerning’us. We told them, We were 
prifoners.for truth’s fake; and a great deal of difcourfe we had with 
them concerning the things of God. “They were very fober, and very 
loving to us. Some of them were convinced, and ftood faithful ever 
after. ; 

When the conftable and thefe people were gone, others came. in ; 
who alfo were very civil, and went away very loving. When all were 
gone, we went to our chamber to go to bed; and about the eleventh 
hour Edward Pyot faid, * I will fhut the door, it may be fome may — 
“ come to do usa mifchief” Afterwards we underftood captain Kegt, » 
who commanded the party, purpofed to have done us fome injury 
that night ; but the door being bolted, he mifled his defign. . Next 
morning captain Keat brought a kinfman of his, a tude, wicked man, | 
and put him into the room; himfelf ftanding without. This evil- 
minded man walked huffing up and down the room; I bid him fear - 
the Lord. Whereupon he ran upon me, ftruck me with both his 


hands; and, clapping his leg behind me, would have thrown me 


down, if he could; but he was not able, for I ftood ftiff and ftill, and — 
let him ftrike. As I looked towards the door, I faw captain Keat look 
on, and fee his kinfman thus beat and abufe me. Whereupon J faid 


to him, ‘ Keat, doft thou allow this?’ He faid, He did. * Is this 
« manly or civil,’ faid I, < to have us under a guard, and put a man to 


* abufe and beat us? Is this manly, civil, or chriftian?’ I-defired one 
of our friends to fend for the conftables, and they came. Then I de- 
fired the captain. to let the conftables fee his warrant or order, by which 
he was to carry us; which he did; and his warrant was, to conduct 
us fafe to captain Fox, governor of Pendennis caftle; and if the go- 
vernor fhould not be at horne, he was to convey us to Launceftén gaol. 
I told him, He had broken his order concerning us; for we, who were 
his prifoners, were to be fafely conducted ; but he had brought a man 
to beat and abufe us: fo he having broken his order, I wifhed the con- _ 
{table to keep the warrant. Accordingly he did, and told the foldiers, 
They might go their ways, for he would take charge of the prifoners; 


_and if it cof twenty fhillings in charges to carry us up, they fhould 


not have the warrant again. I fhewed the foldiers the bafenefs of 
their carriage towards us; and they walked up and down the houfe, 
pitifully ‘blank and down. ‘The conftables went to the caftle, and 
told the officers what they had done. The officers fhewed great dif- 

; like 
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like of captain Keat’s bafe carriage towards us; and told the confta- 
bles, major-general Defborough was coming to Bodmin, and that we 
fhould meet him; and it was likely he would free us. Mean while 
our old guard of foldiers came by way of intreaty to us, and pro- 
mifed they would be civil to us, if we would go with them. Thus 
the morning was {pent till about the eleventh hour ; and then, upon 
the foldiers intreaty, and promife to be more civil, the conftables gave 
them the order again; and we went with them. Great was the ci- 
vility and courtefy of the conftables and people of that town towards 
us, who kindly entertained us; and the Lord rewarded them with 
his truth ; for many of them have fince been convinced thereof, and 
are gathered into the name of Jefus, and fit under Chrift, their 
Teacher and Saviour. 
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Captain Keat, who commanded our guard, underftanding that . 


captain Fox, who was governor of Pendennis caftle, was gone to 
meet major-general Detborough, did not carry us thither ; but tool 
us diredtly o Bodmin, in the way to Launcefton. We met major- 
general Defborough on the way. ‘The captain of his troop, that rode 
bees him, Dunes me, and faid, ‘Oh, Mr. Fox, what do you here?’ 
I replied, « lama prifoner. Alack,’ faid he, * for what?’ I told 
him, ¢ I was taken up as.I was travelling. Then,’ faid he, «I will 
* {peak to.my lord, and he will fet you at liberty.’ So he came from 
the head of his troop, and rode up to the coach, and fpoke to the 
major-general. We alfo gave him an account how we were taken. 
He began to fpeak againft ies light of Chrift; againft which I ex- 
Peed. him. Then he told the foldiers, They might carry us to 
Lancefton ; for he could not ftay to talk with us, left his horfes fhould 
take cold. 7 
To Bedmin we were had that night; and when we came to our 
inn, captain Keat, who was in before us, put me into a room, and 
-went his way. When I was come in, there ftood a man with a 
naked rapier.in his hand. Whereupon I turned out again, called for 
aepiain Keat,and faid, ¢ What now, Keat, what trick haft thou 
« played now, to, put me into a room where there is a man with his 
« naked rapicr ? What is thy end in this? Oh,’ faid he, ¢ pray hold 
« your tongue ; for if you fpeak to this man, we cannot all rule him, 
‘ he is fo devilifh. Then,’ faid I, < doft thou put me into a room 
‘ where there is fuch a man with a,naked rapier, that thou fay’ft, 
€ You cannot all rule him? What an unworthy, bafe trick is this? 
* and to put me fingle into this room from ‘the 'reft of my friends, 
« that were fellow- -prifoners with me?’ Thus his plot was difcovered, 
and the mifchief they intended was; prevented. Afterward we got 
another room, where we were together all night; and in the even- 
ing we declared the truth to the “people: but they were dark and 
hardened. The foldiers, notwithftanding their fair promifes, were 
very rude and wicked to us again, and. fat up drinking and roaring 
all night. 


Bodmin. 


Next day we -were brought to Launcefton, where captain Keat Lancefton. 


delivered us to the gaoler. Now was there no friend, nor friendly 
people near us ; and the people of the town were a dark, hardened 
bet people. 
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people. The gaoler required us to pay feven fhillings a week for our: 
horfe-meat,and feven fhillings a week for our diet apiece. After fome 
time feveral fober perfons came to fee us, and fome of the town were 


. convinced ; and many friendly people out of feveral parts of the coun- 


try came to vifit us, and were convinced, Then got up a great rage 
among the profeflors and priefts againft us. They faid, This people 
Thou and Thee all men without refpect, and’will not put off their 
hats, nor bow the knee to any man; but we fhall fee, when the’ 
affize comes, whether they will dare to Thou and Thee the judge, 
and keep on their hats before him. ‘They expected we fhould be 
hanged at the affize. But all this-was little to us; for we faw how 
God would ftain the world’s honour and glory ; and were commanded 
not to feek that honour, nor give it; but knew the honour that cometh 
from God only, and fought that. 

It was nine weeks from the time of our commitment to the affizes, 
to which abundance of people came from far and near, to hear the 
trial of the Quakers. Captain Bradden lay with his troop of horfe 
there, whofe foldiers and the fheriff’s men guarded us to the court 
through the multitude that filled the ftreets; and much ado they 
had to get us through. Befides, the doors and windows were 


' “filled with people looking upon us. When we were brought into 


the court, we ftood a pretty while with our hats on, and all was 
quiet ; and I was moved to fay, ‘ Peace be amongft you!’ Judge 
Glyn, a Welfhman, then chief juftice of England, faid to the gaoler, ~ 
« What be thefe you have brought here into the court? Prifoness, 
« my Lord,’ faid he. « Why do you not put off your hats? faid 
the judge tous. We faid nothing. ‘ Put off your hats,’ faid the 


judge.again. Still we faid nothing. Then faid the judge, ‘ The 


* court commands you to put off your hats.’ Then I queried, ¢ Where 
did ever any magiftrate, king, or judge, from Mofes to Daniel, 
command any to put off their hats, when they came before them 
in their courts, either amongft the Jews (the people of God) or 
amongft the heathens? And if the law of England doth command 
any fuch thing, fhew me that law either written or printed.’ The 
judge grew very angry, and faid, « I do not carry my law-books on 
my back. ‘ But,’ faid I, ‘ tell me where it is printed in any ftatute- _ 
« book, that I may read it.’ Then faid the judge, ‘ Take him: 
« away, prevaricator! I'll ferk him.’ So they took us away, and put 
us among the thieves. . Prefently after he called to the gaoler, * Bring 
‘ them up again! Come,’ faid he, *‘ where had they hats from 
‘ Mofes to Daniel? Come, anfwer me; I have you faft now.’ I 
replied, ¢« Thou mayft read in the third of Daniel, that the three 
‘ children were caft into the fiery furnace by Nebuchadnezzar’s com- 
« mand, with their coats, theirhofe, and their hatson.’ This plain 
inftance {topped him; fo that not having any thing elfe to the point, 
he cried again, ‘ Take them away, gaoler.’ Accordingly we were 
taken away, and thruft in among the thieves; where we were kept 
a great while; and then, without being called again, the fherift’s. 
men and the troopers made way for us to get through the croud, 
and guarded us to prifon again, a multitude of people following us,. 
5 ; with: © 
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with whom we had much difcourfe and reafoning at the gaol. We 1656 
had fome good books to fet forth our principles, and to inform people ; yh cefton 
of the truth ; which the judge and juttices hearing of, they fent cap- prifon._ 
tain Bigdder: for them, who came and violently took our books from 
us, fome out of Edward Pyot’s hands, and carried them anes {o 
we never got them again. : 

In the afternoon we were had up again into the chamber is he 
gaoler, fheriff’s men, and troopers; who had a mighty toil to get'us 
through the croud of people. When we were in the court, waiting 
to be called, obferving the jurymen, and fuch a multitude of others 
{wearing, it grieved my life to fee, that fuch as profefféd chriftianity 
fhould fo openly difobey and break the command of Chrift and 
the apoftle. And I was moved of the Lord to give forth a paper 


againit {wearing, which I had about me, to the grand and petty 
juries. 


Concerning SWEARING. 


A KE heed of giving people oaths to fwear : for Chrift our 
Lord and Matter. faith, «< Swear not at all; but let your com- 
* « munication be yea, yea, and nay, nay: for soleil Gidicks is more than 
« thefe cometh of evil.” If any was to fuffer death, it muft be by 
« the hand of two or three witnefies; and the hands of the witnefles 
‘ were to be firft upon him to put him to death. The apottle 
« James faith, «© My brethren, above all things {wear not, neither 
*« by heaven, nor by earth, nor by any other oath, left ye fall into 
«< condemnation.” . Hence ye may fee thofe that {wear fall into con- 
« demnation, and are out of Chrifl’s and the apoftle’s do&trine. Every 
« one of you have 4 light from Chrift, who faith, « Iam the light 
_ * of the world,” and ns enlighten every man that cometh into the 
‘ world. He faith, “* Learn of me,” whofe doétrine, and that of 
« the apoftle, is not tofwear; but ‘* Let your yea be yea, and your 
-. “ nay be nay, in all your communication ; for whatfoever is more 
*° cometh of evil:” they that go into more than yea and nay go into 
¢- evil, and are out of the dodtrine of Chrift. If you fay, < That the 
<* oath was the end of controverfy and ot ;”> thofe who are in 
‘ ftrife are out of Chrift’s doctrine ;. for he is the covenant of peace, 
« and who are in that are in the covenant of peace. The apoftle 
© brings that’but as an example: as men {wearing by the greater, 
¢ and the oath was the end of controverfy and ftrife among men ; 
‘ faying, Verily, men fwear by the greater: but God having no 
* greater, {wears by himfelf concerning Chrift; who, when he 

* was come, taught not to {wear at all. So Viole who are in him, 
* and follow ie cannot but abide in his doctrine. If you fay, 
«© They fwore under the law, and under the prophets ;” Chrift is 
* the end of the law, and of the prophets, to every one that believeth 
‘ for righteoufnefs fake. Now mark, « If you believe, I am the 
«< light of the world, which enlighteneth every man that cometh 
“ into the world,” faith Chrift, by whom it was made ; now every 
_* manof you that is come into the world, is enlightened with a light 
* that comes from Chrift, by which the world was made, that a of 
* you 
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‘ you through him might believe, that is the end for which he doth 

« enlighten you. Now if you do believe in the light, as Chnift com- 
mands, ‘ Believe in the light, that you may be children of light ae 
you believe in Chrift, and learn of him, who is the way to the 
father. This is the light which fhews the evil ations you haveall 
acted, the ungodly deeds you have committed, the untodly {peeches 
you have fpoken ; and all your oaths, curfed {peaking, and ungodly 
actions. If you hearken to this light, it will let you fee all that 
you have done contrary to it; and loving it, it will turn you from 
your evil deeds, evil ways, and evil words, to Chrift; who is not 
‘of the world; but is the light, which lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world, and teftifies againft the world that the 
deeds thereof are evil. So doth the light in every man, received 
from him, teftify againft all evil works, that they are contrary to 
the light ; and each fhall give an account, at the day of judgment, 
for every idle word that is fpoken. ‘This light fhall bring every 
tongue to confefs, yea and every knee to bow, at the name of | 
Jefus: in which light, if you believe, you {hall not come into 
condemnation, but to Chriit, who is not of the world, to him 
by whom it was made: but if you believe not in the light, this 
is your condemnation. ay . 
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This paper pafling among them from the jury to the juftices, they 
prefented it to the judge ; fo when we were called before the judge, 
he bid the clerk give’ me that paper; and then afked me, Whether 
that feditious paper was mine? I told him, ‘ If they would read it . 
‘ up in open court that I might hear it, if it was mine, I would 
« own it, and ftand by it. He would have had me to have taken it, 
and looked upon it in my own hand; but I again defired, ¢ That it 
* might be read, that all the country might hear it, and judge whe- 
‘ ther there was any fedition in it or no; for if there was, I was 
‘ willing to fuffer forit.’ At laft the clerk of the affize read it with 
an audible voice,. that all the people might hear it. When he had 
done, I told them, ‘ It was my paper. I would own it; and fo 
‘ might they too, except they would deny the fcripture: for was not 
‘ this fcripture-language, the words and commands of Chrift and — 
‘ the apoftle, which'all true chriftians ought to obey ?? Then they 
dropped that fubje€&t; and the judge fell upon us about our hats 
again, bidding the gaoler take them off ; which he did; and giving 
them to us, we put them on again. We afked the judge and juftices, 
© What we had lain in prifon for thefe nine months, feeing they now 
* objected nothing to us but about our hats?’ And as for putting off | 
our hats, I told them, ¢ That was the honour which God would lay. 
‘ in the duft, though they made fo much ado about it ; the honour 
‘ which is of men, and which men feek one of another, and is a 
* mark of unbelievers. For ‘* How can ye believe,” faith Chrift, 
<¢ who receive honour one of another, and feek not the honour that 
** cometh from God only?” Chrift faith, “ I receive not honour 
«* from men ;” and all true chriftians fhould be of his mind.’ Then 
the judge began to make a pompous fpeech, how he reprefented the lord 
Prote<tor’s 
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~ fent him to come that circuit, &e. © We-defired him ich. that he 
« would. do us juttice for our falfé imprifonmient: which we had ‘fiuf- 


“ ' ~ : 
© fered: nine weeks wrongfully.’ But. inttead of that, they brought an 


indiément framed againit us; fo full ‘of lies, that I thought it had 
been» againtt. fome ‘of the thieves, cc "That we came by forte and 
athe Mths, and i in a hoftile marinef into the court;” who were brought 
as aforefaid.. I told them, * It was all falfe ; fia flill-we cried ‘for 
eRe © juftice for our falfe imprifonment, being takeh up in our journey 
% Py “ without canfe.by amajor Ceely.? "Then Peter Ceely faid to the judge, 
_ &§ May. it pleafe you, my lord, this man (pointing to me) went afide 
rl sa “ ‘with me, and, told me how ferviceable [ might be for his defign ; 
ve “<othat he could raile forty. thoufand then at an hour’s warning, in- 
ra *-* volve: the nation in blocd, and fo bring in king Oharles I would 
Fe RS have aided him out of the country, but he would not go. If it 
* pleafe you, my lord, I have: a witnels to fwear it.’ So ae called 
; “upon his ‘witnets ; but. the : judge not being forward to.examine the 
“*-witnefs, I defired, «That he'would be pleated tolet my mittimus be 
© read in the facctof the court and country, in which mv crime was 
mf fignified for which. Iwas fent to prifon.’ The judge faid; Tt fhoald 
“not “be reads Tfaid, « Ipought to be, feeing’it concerned my liberty 
.o* Sand my’ hiseh; The judge fait again, It fhall not ‘be read. Laid, 
. € It ought'to be read; for if J hive done ‘any thing worthy of death, 
© Or of bonds, ‘let all the country knowit.’ Then: feeing they would 


Proteay = perfon, who made him lord chief juftice of England, and 
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not. read it, i fpoke: to one of my fellow-prifoners, ‘ how haft a- 


i"  f Copy of ity read it up, faid I,’ , Itthall not be read, faid the judge; 
baer -gaoler, take him away: Vl fee whether he*or T fhall be aahteee #35 
< was taken away,» and: a while’ after called for again. I ftill called 
tohave the mittimus read ; for that fignified the caufe of my com- 
_metment. I again {poke to the. friend, my fel llow- prifoner, to read it 
ms “up; ;* “which he did, and the judge, juftices, and the whole court were 
~ filents for the people mere, gages to hear it. it was as followeth : 


iar this keeper’. of his’ highnefs’s gaol. fat Lancefton, or his lawful 


‘ Fe : be: « deputy in that behalf, greeting. 

aca yot here went Be the eho henete the bodies of Ed- 
ie * ved ward Pyot, of Briftol, and George Fox, of Drayton in the Clay, 
ae in Leicefterthire, and William Salt, of London, which they pre- 
# ae ‘tend to be.the pla aces. of their habitations, who go under the notion 
B= ae ‘of. Quakers, ‘and acknowledge themfelves to be fach 3 ; who have 
a © fpread: feveral ° ‘papers: tending to’ .therdift turbance. of the publick 

i NE cigs cand’ ‘cannot render any , lawful. éaufe of coming iftto-thofe 
Lt parts, being, perfons altogether unknown, having no pab for tra- 
De « velling up. and-down- the country, and refuling to give furetics for 
_. & their'good behay yiour, according : tothe lawn, that behalf provided ; 
ae «and refule to tal ‘e the oath of abjuration, &c,** Thefe are therefore, 
On ia the name of his highne’s, the Jord Protector, to will and com- 
Bhs eee nd you, that “when the bodies of the faid Edward Pyot, George 


‘ ter fees" aks, and W ve. te thall be. unto you irenghs, you them re- 
eae hoe Unu “'Ceive, 
Eg :, : ! ; 4 e hy be : i - ‘ a t * . 
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“ a ‘ pore Cocky one CF thetjattices ‘OF thé, peace aay this Soahty, to Co: aval it, 
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ceive, and in his highnefs’s prifon aforefaid you fafely ‘keep them, 
until by due courfe of law they fhall be delivered. Hereof fail you 
not, as you will anfwer the contrary at your 3 


erils, Given under 
my hand and feal, at St. Ives, the 18th day o January, L655. ee 


© P. Ceely-’ 


ee 


When it was read I fpoke thus to. the judge.and juftices,** ‘Thou ° 
that fayeft thou art chief juftice of England,:and you juftices, know 
that, if I had put in fureties, I might have gone whither I pleafed, 
and have carried on the defign (if I had had one) which major 
Ceely hath charged-me with. And if Thad fpoken thofe words to 
him, which he hath here declared; judge ye whether bail or main- 
prize could have been: taken in that cafe”. Then, turning my 
{peech to major Ceely, I faid, ‘ When or where did I take thee afide ? 
© Was not thy houfe full of rude people, and thou as rude as any of . 
‘ them, at our examination ; fo that I afked for a conftable or fome  - 
* other officer to keep the people civil ?.. Butif thou art. my accufer, _ 
It is not the place of accufers to 
« fit with the judge. Thou oughteft to come dowrfand ftand by me, 
© and look me in the face, Befides, I would afk the judge and juttices, 
« Whether or no major Ceely is not guilty of this'treafon, which he 
« charges againftme, in concealing it fo long as he hath done? Does 
« he underftand his place, either as a foldier or a juftice of the peace ? 
« For he tells youhere, “ That I went afide with him, and told 
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_“ him what a defign I had in hand, and how ferviceable he might be 


“« for my defign: that I could raife forty thoufand men in an hour’s 
** time, bringin king Charles, and involve the nation in blood. He 
‘ faith moreover, ‘* He would have aided me out of the country, but 
“«« T would not go ; and therefore he committed me to prifon for want 
<< of fureties for the good behaviour,” as the mittinius declares. Now 
« do you not fee plainly, that major Ceely is guilty of this plot and 
* treafon-he talks of, and ‘hath made himfelf a party to it, by defiring 
‘me to go out of the country, demanding bail of me, and /not ~ 
‘« charging me with this pretended treafon till now, nor difcovering 
‘it? But I deny and abhor his .words, and am innocent of his 
‘ devilifh defign.’ So that bufinefs was let fall; for the judge faw — 
clear enough, that inftead of enfnaring me, he had enfnared himfelf.. ~ 
Major Ceely got up-again, and faid, * If it pleafe you, my lord, to 
‘ hear me: this man ftruck me, and gave me fuch a blow as I never 


‘ had in my life.” At this I fmiled in my heart, and faid, « Major 


n 


Ceely, art thou'a juftice of peace, and a major of a troop of horfe,. 
and telleft the judge in the face of[the court and country, that I, a 
prifoner, ftruck thee, and gave thee fuch a blow as thou never 
hadit the like in thy life > What! art thou not afhamed |) Prithee, 
major Ceely, faid I, where did I ftrike thee ? ‘and who is thy wit- 
nefs for that ?. who was by ?’ He faid, It was inthe Caftle-green, 
and captain Bradden’ was ftanding by when I ftruck him. « Idefired 
« the judge to let him produce his witnefs for that; and called again 


a Treen “ 


n 


© upon major.-Ceely to come down from the bench, telling him; It 


* was not fit the accufer fhould fit as judge over the accufed.’ When 
I called again for his witnefs, he faid captain Bradden was his wit- 
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hefs. Then I faid, © Speak, captain Bradden, didft thou fee me give 
* him fuch, a blow, and ftrike him, ashe faith ?’ Captain Brad 
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made no anfwer, but bowed his head towards me. ¢ I -defired him adizes. 


‘ to fpeak up; if h@ knew any fuch thing; but he only bowed his 
‘head again. Nay, faid I, fpeak wp, and let the court and covntry 
« hear ; let not bowing of the head fervethe turn. If I have done fo, 
© let the law be inflicted on me; I fear not fufferings, nor death it- 
* feif, for I am an innocent man. concerning all his.charge.’ But 
captain Bradden never teftifiedto it. ‘The judge, finding thofe fnares 
would not hold, cried, Take him away, gaoler ; and when we were 
taken away, he fined us twenty marks a-piece for not putting of our 
hats 3 to be kept in prifon till we paid it ; and fent us. back to the 
gaol. - «ores : 

At night captain Bradden came tofee us, and feven or eight juftices 
with him, who were very civil to us, and told us, They believed, 
neither the judge nor any in the court’ gave credit to thole charges 
which ‘major Ceely had accufed me of in the face,of the country. 
And captain Bradden faid, Major Ceely had an intent to have taken 
away my life,'if he could have got another witnefs. < But faid I, 
‘ Captain Bradden, why. didft not thou witnefs for me, or againit 
* me, feeing major-Ceely produced thee for a witnefs that thou faweit 
‘ me firike him ? When I defired thee to fpeak either for me or 
‘ againft me, according to what thou faweft or knewett, thou 
* wouldft not fpeak.’ Why, faid he, when major Ceely and Icame 
by you, as you were walking, in the Caftle-green, he put off his hat to 


~ you, and faid; How do you, Mr. Fox? your fervant, Sir. Then 


you faid to him,. Major Ceely, take heed of hypocrify and of a rotten 
heart ; for when came I to be thy mafter, and thouw my feryant ? 
Do fervants ufe to caft their mafters into prifon? This was the great 
blow he meant that you gave him. Then I called to mind that they 
walked by us, and that he fpoke fo to me, and I to him ;. which hy- 


- .. pocrify and rotten-heartednefs he manifefted openly, when he com- 


e 
4 
» 


plained of this to the judge in open court, and in the face of the 


country ; whom he would have made believe that I ftruck him with 


‘my hand. — 


-.., Now were we kept in prifon, and divers came from far and 
. ynigh to fee us, of whom fome were peopie of account in the world; 


_.- for the report of our trial was fpread abroad, and our boldnefs and in- 


© nocency. in our anfwers to the judge and court was talked of in the 


_town andcountry. Among others Humphry Lower came to vifit us, 
_agrave, fober, ancient man, who had been a juftice of peace, and was 
very forry we fhould lie in prifon ; telling us, how ferviceable we 


thet: fhould be if we were at liberty. We reafoned with him concerning 


{wearing: and having acquainted him they tendered the oath of ab- 


"> juration to us as a fnare, becaufe they knew we could not fwear; and - 


fhewed him, that no people could be ferviceable to'‘God if they dit 
obeyed the command of Chrift; and that they that imprifoned us 
_ for the hat: honour, “which was of men, and which men fought 


for, they prifoned the good, and grieved the Spirit of God in them- 


__-. felves, which fhould have turned their minds to him. So we directed 
- + him to.'the Spirit of God in his heart, the light of Chri 
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Jefus: ‘aan he" was. thoroughly convinced, and continued fo to “his \ 


death, and became very ferviceable to us. 


Thetecame alfo’ to fee us one colonel Roufe, a juftice of peace, 


anda great company. with him. He was full of words and.talk, as ° 
ever I heard any man. in. my life, fo that, without intruding, there - 
was no fpeaking to him. Atlength I afked him, © Whether he had 


© ever been at fchool, and knew’ what belonged ‘to queftions and’ 


- © anfwers ? (this I faid to ftop: him). At {chool ! {aid he, yes.. At 


{chool ! faid the foldiers; Doth -he fay fo to our colonél; “that j Ifa 


fcholat?) Then faid I, s-If he ‘be fo; Jet him be ftill and: receive 
« anfwers fo what-he hath faid.”” “Phen Pwas moved ‘of the Lord: to 


fpeak the word of life to him in’'God’s ‘dreadful power 5 which came 


fo over him that he could not open ‘his, mouth. “His face fwelled, 


and was red like a turkey. His lips moved,. and he mumbled fome- , 


thing ; but the people thonght he Would haye fallen down... I ftept to 


"hints oe then he faid, He was never fo in his life before ; for the © 


Lord’s power {topped the evil power < and air in ‘him, fo that. he was al- 
moft choked. ‘The man‘was ever after \ very loving’to friends, but not 


fo full of airy words to. us; though he was full of pride: -but the. 


Lord’s power came over him, and the reft that wete with him. 
Another time there came an officer of the army,” a very malicious, 
bitter profeffory’ whom I had known in London. He was full of airy 
talk alfo, and fpoké lightly of the. light. of Chrift, and againft the 
truth, as’colonel Ronfe had done; and againtt the Spirit of God being 
in men, as it ‘was in the apoftles days, till the power of God that 
bound the evili in him had almoft. choked him alfo; as. it did colonel 
Route ; for he was fo full ‘of evil air, that he’ could not {peak ; but 


' blubbered and ftuttered.. From ‘that,time that the Lord’s power 
ftruck ite, and came over ne he was ever after more loving to 


Doomfdale, 


us. ; ; 
The ite wis g over, m3 we fettled in prifon’ upon. fuch a com- 
mitment that we were not likely to be foon releafed, we broke off from 


giving the gaoler feven fhillings a week a-piece for our horfes, and 


feven fhillings . a week for ourfelyes, and fent our horfes’ into the 
country. “Upon which he grew, very wicked and devilith, and put. us 
down into Doom({dale, a_nafty, ftinking place, where they ufed to 


put murderers, ‘after, they. were condemned.- The place was fo” 


noifome, that it was obferved few. ‘that went in did.ever come out 


again in health. “There was‘no, houfe of office in it; and the excre- 


ment of the prifoners, that from time to time had been put there, had 


not been carried out (as we were told). for many years. So that it was » 


all like mire, and in fome places to the top of the {hoes in water and 


urine’; and he would not let’ us cleanfe it, nor fuffer us to have beds =. 
or ftraw to lie on. At night fome friendly. people. of the town...’ 


brought us a candle and a little ftraw.; ; and we went to burn a little 
of our ftraw to take away the ftink. The thieves Jay over our heads, 


and the head- eaoler i ina room by them over our heads alfo. It feeins, 


the fmoke went up into the room where the gaolet lay; which pot 
‘him into fuch’ a ragé that. he took the. pots of excrement from the . 


thieves, and poured them through, a hole upon our heads in Doomf- 


dale, till we were fo be fpattered. that» we co\ uld not, Bier ourfely es .* 
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norone another. And the ftink increafed upon us; fo that what 1656. 
with ftink, and what with fmoke, we had like to have been choked lances 
and {mothered. We had the ftink under our feet before, now we had Doomfdale. 
it on our heads and backs alfo; and he having quenched our ftraw 
with the filth he poured down, had made a great fmother in the 
place. Moreover he railed at us moft hideoufly, calling us hatchet- 
faced dogs, and fuch ftrange names as.we had never heard of. In 
this manner we were obliged to ftand all night, for we could not fit 
down, the place was fo full of filthy excrement. A great while he 
kept us after this manner before he would let us cleanfe it, or fuffer 
us to have any victuals brought in but what we got through the 
grate. One time a girl brought us a little meat; and he arrefted her 
for breaking his houfe, and fued her in the town-court for breaking 
the prifon. A’ great deal of trouble he put the young woman to; 
whereby others were fo difcouraged that we had much ado to get 
water, drink, or victuals. Near this time we fent for a young Wwo- 
man, Ann Downer, from London, who could write and take things 
well in fhort-hand, to buy and drefs our meat for us ; which fhe was 
very willing to do, it being alfo upon her fpirit to come to us in the 
love of God ; and fhe was very ferviceable to us. 

The head-gaoler, we were informed, had been a thief, and was 
burnt both in the hand and in the fhoulder: his wife too had been 
.. burnt in the hand. The under-gaoler had been burnt both in the 
hand and inthe fhoulder: his wife had been burnt in the hand alfo. 
Colonel Bennet, a Baptift-teacher, having purchafed the gaol and 
lands belonging to the caftle, had placed this head-gaoler there: The 
prifoners and fome wild people would be talking of {pirits that 
haunted Doomfdale, and how many had died in it, thinking per- 
haps to terrify us therewith. But I told them, ‘ That if all the 
* fpirits and devils in hell were there, I was over them in the power 
* of God, ‘and féared no fuch thing ; for Chrift, our Prieft, would 
‘ fanctify the walls of the houfe to us, he who bruifed the head of 
‘ the devil.’ The prieft was to cleanfe the plague out of the walls of 
the houfe under the law, which Chrift, our Prieft, ended ; who 
fanctifies both inwardly and outwardly the walls of the houfe, the 
walls of the heart, and all things to his people. 

By this time the general quarter-feflions drew nigh; and the 
gaoler ftill carrying himfelf bafely and wickedly towards us, we drew 
up our fuffering cafe, and fent it to the feffions at Bodmin. Upon 
the reading of which the juftices gave order, ‘ That Doomfdale-door 

* fhould be opened, and that we fhould have liberty to cleanfe it, 
« and to buy our meat in the town.’ We {ent up a copy alfo of our 
fufferings to the Protector, fetting forth how we were taken and 
committed by major Ceely, and abufed by captain Keat as aforefaid, 
-and the reft in order. Whereupon the Protector fent an order to 
captain Fox, governor of Pendennis-caftle, to examine the matter 
about the foldiers abufing us, and ftriking me. There were at that 
time many of the gentry of the country at the caftle: and captain 
Keat’s kinfman, that firuck me, was fent for before them, and much 
threatened. They told him, *‘ If I thould change my principle, I 
* might take the extremity of the law againft him, and might re- 
* cover found damages of him.’ Captain Keat was alfo eee 
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fuffering the prifoners under his charge to be abufed. This was of 
great fervice in the country; for afterwards friends might have {poken 
in any market or fteeple-houle thereabouts, and none would meddle 
with them. I underftood that Hugh Peters, one of the Protedtor’s - 
chaplains, told him, ‘ They could not do George Fox a greater fer- 
« vice for the {preading of his principles in Cornwall, than to imprifon ~ 
‘ him there.’ And indeed my imprifonment there was of the Lord, 
and for his fervice in thofe parts ; for after the aflizes were over, and 
it was known we were likely to continue prifoners, feveral friends 
from moft parts of the nation came into the country to vifit us. 
Thofe parts. of the weft were very dark countries at that time ; but 
as, ar light and truth broke forth, fhined over all, and many 
wée turned from darknefs to light, and from fatan’s power unto _ 
God. Many were moved to go to the fteeple-houfes, feveral were 
fent to prifon to us, and a great convincement began in the country: 
for now we had liberty to walk in the Caftle-green, and divers came 


to us on firft-days, to whom. we declared the word of life. .Great 


fervice we had, many were turned to God up and down the country ; 
but great rage got up in the priefts and profeffors againft the truth and 
us. One of the envious profeffors had gathered together many 
{cripture-fentences to prove, ‘ That we ought to put off our hats to 
« the people,’ and he invited the town of Lancefton to come into the 
Caftle-yard to hear him read them. Amongft other inftances that he 
brought, one was, ¢ That Saul bowed to the witch of Endor.’ 
When he had done we got a little liberty to fpeak, and thewed both 
him and the people, ¢ ‘That Saul was gone from God, and had dif- 
« obeyed him, like them, when he went to the witch of Endor: that 
‘ neither the prophets, nor Chrift, nor the apoftles ever taught people 
* to bow toa witch.’ The man went away with his rude people; 
but fome ftaid with us, and we fhewed them, That this was not 
gofpel-inftruftion, to. teach people to bow to a witch. For now 
people began to be affected with the truth, and the devil’s rage in- 
creafed; fo that we were often in great danger. ; : 

One time there camea foldier, and while one of our friends was ad- 
monifhing and exhorting him to fobriety, &c. I faw him begin to 
draw his tword. Whereupon I ftept to him, and reprefented what a 
f{hame it was to offer toldraw his {word upon a naked man, and a pri- 
foner, and how unfit and unworthy he was to carry fuch a weapon ; 
and that, if he fhould have offered fuch a thing to fome men, they 
would have taken his {word from him, and have broken it to pieces. 
So he was afhamed and went his way ; and the Lord’s power pre- 
ferved us. . 

Another time, about eleven at night, the gaoler being half drunk 
came and told me, He had got a man now to difpute with me (this 
was when we had leave to go a little into the town). As foon as he 
{poke thefe words, I felt there. was mifchief intended to my body. 
All that night and the next day Ilay down on a grafs-plat to flumber, 
and felt fomething ftill about my body; and I ftarted up, and ftruck 
atit inthe power of the Lord, and ftill it was about my body. Then 
T rofe and walked into the Caftle-green, and the under-keeper came 
and told me, ‘There was a maid would {peak with me in the prifon. 
I felt a fnare in, his words too, therefore I went not into the prifon, 


but A 


GEORGE FOX’s JOURNAL: 175 

but to the grate ; and, looking in, I. faw a man that was lately 1656. 
brought to prifon for being a conjurer, who had a naked knife in his ~Teevon 
hand. I {poke to him, and he threatened to cut my,chaps ; but be- gaol. 
ing within the gaol he could not come at me. This was the gaoler’s 
great difputant. . I went foon after into the gaoler’s houfe, and found 
him at breakfaft; he had then got. his conjurer out with him. I told 

the gaoler, his plot was difcovered. Then he got up from the table, 

and ca{t his napkin away ina rage; and I left them, and went away 

to my chamber; for at this time we were out of Doomfdale. At 
the time the gaoler had faid the difpute fhould be, I went down and, 
walked in the court (the place appointed) till about the eleventh hour ; 
* but nobody came. ‘Then I went up to my chamber again; and after 

a while heard one call for me. I ftepped to the ftairs-head, where I 
faw the gaoler’s wife upon the ftairs, and the conjurer at the bottom 

of the ftairs, holding his hand behind his back, and in a great rage. I 
afked him, * Man, what haft thou in thy hand behind thy back ? 

‘ Pluck thy hand before thee,’ faid I; < let’s fee thy hand, and 

‘ what thou haft init? Then he angrily plucked forth his hand with 

a naked knife in it. I fhewed the gaoler’s wife their wicked defign 
againft me ; for this was the man they brought to difpute of the things 

of God. But the Lord difcovered their plot, prevented their evil de- 
fign ; and they both raged, and the conjurer threatened. Then I was 
moved of the Lord to {peak fharply to him in the dreadful power of 
the Lord; and the Lord’s power came over him, and bound him 
down; {fo that he never after durft appear before me, to fpeak to me. 

I faw it was the Lord alone that preferved me out of their bloody 
hands ; for the devil had a great enmity to me, and ftirred up his in- 
ftruments to feck my hurt. But the Lord prevented them; and my 
heart was filled with thank{givings and praifes to him. 

Now while I was exercifed with people of divers forts, that came 

fome out of good-will to vifit us, fome out of an envious carping mind 

to wrangle and difpute with us, and fome out of curiofity to fee us; 
Edward Pyot, who before his convincement had been a captain in the 
army, and had a good underftanding in the laws and rights of the 
people, being fenfible of the injuftice and envy of judge Glynne to us 

at our trial, and willing to lay the weight thereof upon him, and make 
him fenfible thereof alfo, wrote an epiftle to him, on behalf of us all, 
e which. was thus : 


© To John Glynne, chief juftice of England : 


¢ Friend, 
TE are freemen of England, free-born; our rights and liberties 
Y are according to law, and ought to be defended by it ; there- 
fore with thee, by whofe hand we have fo long fuffered and yet do 
fuffer, let us a little plainly reafon concerning thy proceedings againft 
us, whether they have been according to law, and agreeable to thy duty 
and office, as chief minifter of the law or juftice of England? And in 
meeknefs and lowlinefs abide, that the witnefs of God in thy con- 
{cience may be heard to fpeak and judge in this matter: for thou and 
we mutt all appear before the judgment-feat of Chrift, that every 
one may receive according to what he hath done, whether it be good 
- b € or 
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¢ or bad. ‘Therefore, friend, in moderation and fobernefs weigh what 
© is herein laid before thee. 

‘ In the afternoon, before we were brought before thee dt the affize 
« at Lancefton, thou didft caufe divers {cores of our books to be vio- 
« Jently taken from us by armed men, without due proceis of law ; 
« which books being perufed, to fee if any thing in them could have © 
* been found to have been laid to our charge (who were innocent men, 


_ © and then upon our legal iffue) thou haft detained from us to this very 


«day. Our books are our goods, our goods are our property, and our 


liberty it is to have and enjoy our property: and of our liberty and 


* property the law is the defence; which faith; “* No freeman fhalil 
“« be diffeifed of his freehold, liberties, or free cuftoms, &c. nor any- 
“« way otherwife deftroyed: nor we fhall not pafs upon him, but by 
*¢ lawful judgment of his peers, or by the law of the land, Magna 
“¢ Charta, cap. 29.” Now, friend, confider, is not the taking away of 
« a man’s goods violently, by force of arms, as aforefaid, contrary to 
« the law of the land? Is not the keeping of them, fo taken away, a 
€ diffeifing him of his property, anda deftroying of it and his liberty, 
¢ yea, his very being, fo tar as the invading of the guard the law fets 
« about him is in order thereunto? Calls not the law this a deftroying 
¢ of aman? Is there any more than one common guard or defence to 
« property, liberty, and life, viz. the law? And can this guard be 
‘ broken on the former, viz. property and liberty, and the latter, viz. 
“ life, be fure? Doth not he, that makes an invafion upon a man’s pro- 
‘ perty and liberty (which he doth, who, contrary to law, which is 
‘ the guard, acts againft either) make an invafion upon a man’s life ; 
* fince that which is the ground of the one is alfo of the other? If 
‘ a penny or penny’s worth be taken from a man contrary to law, 
‘ may not by the fame rule all a man hath be taken away? If the 
« bond of the law be broken upon a man’s property, may it not on 
‘ the fame ground be broken upon his perfon? And by the fame rea- 
‘ fon as it is broken on one man, may it not be broken upon all, fince 
« the liberty, property, and beings of all men under a government are © 
‘ relative, a communion of wealth, as the members in the body, but 
© one guard and defence to all, the law? One man cannot be injured 
‘ therein, but it redounds to all. Do not fuch things tend to the fub- 
« verfion and diflolution of government? Where there is no law, what 
‘ is become of government? And of what value is the law made, 
< when the minifters thereof break it at pleafure upon men’s properties, 
* liberties, and perfons? Canft thou clear thyfelf of thefe things, as to 
‘us? To that of God in thy confcience, which is juft, do I fpeak. 
« Haft thou acted like a minifter, the chief minifter of the law, who 


-¢ haft taken our goods, and yet detaineft them, without fo much as 


‘ going by lawful warrant, grounded upon due information, which in 
« this our cafe thou couldft not have; for none had. perufed them, 
‘ whereby to give thee information? Shouldeft. thou exercife violence 
*.and force of arms on prifoners goods, in their prifon-chamber,, in- 
« ftead of proceeding orderly and legally, which thy place calls upon 
* thee above any man to tender, defend, and maintain againft wrong, 
* and to preferve intire the guard of evéry man’s being, liberty, and 
* livelihood? Shouldf thou, whofe duty it is to punith the .wrong- 
* doer, do wrong thyfelf? Who oughteft to fee the law be kept and 
a3 3.5 : * obferved, 
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obferved, break the law, and turn afide the due sainini tation thereof? 
Surely, from thee, confidering thou art chief juftice of England 


4 


nation. 4 

‘ And friend, when we were brought before thee, and ftood upon 
-our legal iffue, and no accufer or accufation came in again{ft us, as to 
what we had been wrongfully imprifoned for, and in prifon detained 
for the {pace of nine weeks, fhouldeft not thou have caufed us to 
have been acquitted by proclamation ? Saith not the law fo? Oughteft 
thou not to have examined the caufe of our commitment, and there 
not appearing a lawful caufe, to have difcharged us? Is it not the 
fubftance of thy office and duty, to do juftice according to the law 
‘and cuftom of Eneland ? Is not this the end of the adminiftration of 
the law ? of the general affizes? of the gaol-deliveries ? of the judges 
going the circuits? Haft not thou, by doing otherwife, ated contrary 
* to all thefe; and to Magna Charta? which, Cap. 29. faith, ‘‘ We hall 
“< fell to no man, we fhall deny or defer to no man, either juftice or 
“right.” Haft thou not both deferred and denied to us, who had been 
‘ fo long opprefied, this juftice and right? And when of thee juftice 
* we demanded, faid{t thou not, «* If we would be uncovered, thou 
** wouldft hear us, and do us juftice.?” —-“* We fhall fell to no man, we 
*« fhall deny or defer to no man either juftice or right,” faith Magna 
© Charta as aforefaid: again, ‘“* We have commanded all our juftices, 
“* that they fhall from henceforth do even law, and execution of right 
“to all our fubjects, rich and poor, without having regard to any 
** man’s perfon; and without letting to do right for any letters or com- 
** mandments which may come to them from us, or from any other, 
** or by any other caufe, &c. upon pain to be at our will, body, lands 
** and goods, to do therewith as fhall pleafe us, in cafe they do con- 
** trary,” faith Stat. 20 Edw. II. Cap.1. Again, “ Ye fhall fwear, 
*¢ that ye fhall do even law and execution of right to all, rich and poor, 
“ without having regard to any perfon; and that ye deny to no man 
«© common right by the king’s letters, nor none other man’s, nor for 
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‘* none other caufe. And in cafe any letter come to you contrary to 


« the law, that ye do nothing by fuch letter; but certify the king 
“ thereof, and go forth to do the law notwithftanding thofe letters. 


** And in cafe ye be from henceforth found in default in any of the ~ 


‘* points aforefaid, ye fhall be at the king’s will of body, lands and 


‘© goods, thereof.to be done, as fhall pleafe him :” faith the oath ap- 


* pointed by the ftatute to be taken by all the judges, Stat. 18 Ed. III. 
* But none of thefe, nor any other law, hath fuch an expreffion or 
* condition in it as this, viz. «© Provided he will put off his hat to you, 
** or be uncovered :” Nor doth the law of God fo fay, or that your 
* perfons be refpected ; but the contrary. From whence then comes 
« this new law, “ If ye will be uncovered, I will hear you, and do you 
** juflice?” This hearing complaint of wrong, this doing of juftice, 
‘ upon condition; wherein lies the equity and the reafonablenefs of 
* that? When were thefe fundamental laws repealed, which were the 
‘ iffue of fo much blood and war; .which to uphold, coft the miferies 
‘ and blood of the late wars, that we fhall now be heard, as to right, 
bs ; . 1a ‘ and 
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« and have juftice done us but upon condition, and that too fuch a 
« trifling one as the putting off the hat? Doth thy faying fo, who art 
* commanded, as aforefaid, repeal them, and make them of no effect, 
and all the miferies undergone, and the blood fhed for them of old 
and of late years? Whether it be fo or not indeed, and to the na- 


tion, thou haft made it fo to us; to whom thou haft denied the jute - 


¢ 
“ tice of our liberty when we were before thee, and no accufer nor 
« accufation came in againft us, and the hearing of the wrong done to 
« us who are innocent, and the doing us right. - And bonds haft thou 
“ caft and continued upon us until this day, under an unreafonable and 
« cruel gaoler, for not performing that thy condition, for confcience- 
« fake. But thinkeft thou that this thine own conditional juftice maketh — 
« void the law? or can it do fo? or abfolve thee before God or man? 
* or acquit the penalty mentioned in the laws aforefaid? unto which ~ 
‘ haft thou not confented and fworn? viz. ‘ And in cafe ye be from 
‘* henceforth found in default in any of the points aforefaid, ye hall 
“ be at the king’s will; of body, lands, and goods, thereof to be done 
*< as fhall pleafe him.” And is not thy faying, ‘* If ye will be unco- 
 vered (or put off your hats) I will hear you, and do you juttice ;” 
« and, becaufe we could not put them. off for confcience-fake, thy 
« denying us juftice, and refufing to hear us, as to wrong, who had fo 
< unjuftly fuffered, a default in thee againft the very eflence of thofe 
‘ Jaws, yea, an overthrow thereof, for which things fake (being of 
¢ the higheft importance to the well-being of men) {0 juft, fo equal, 
‘ fo neceflary thofe laws were made, and all the provifions therein ? 
© To make a default in any one point of which provifions, expofeth to 
‘ the faid penalty. Doft not thou by this time fee where thou art? 
¢ Art thou fure thou fhalt never be made to underftand and feel the 
« juftice thereof? Is thy feat fo high, and thy fence {fo great, and art 
‘ thou fo certain of thy time and ftation, above all that have gone be- 
* fore thee, whom juftice hath cut down, and given them their due, 
* that thou fhalt never be called to an account, nor with its long and 
* fure ftroke be reached? Deceive not thyfelf, God is come nearer to 
« judgment than the workers of iniquity in this age imagine, who per- 
* fecute and evil-intreat thofe that witnefs the Juft and Holy One, for 
‘ their witnefling of him, who is come to reign for ever and ever. 
‘ Saith he not, he will be a fwift witnefs againft the falfe {wearers ? 
* God is not mocked. . ra : 
« Surely, friend, that muft needs be a very great offence, which de- * 

‘ prives aman of juftice, of being heard as to wrong, of the benefit 
‘ of the law, and of thofe laws afore-rehearfed ; to defend the juftice 
« and equity of which, a man hath adventured his blood, and all that 
‘ isdear to him. But to ftand covered (or with the hat on) in con- 
« {cience to the command of the Lord, 1s made by thee fuch an offence 
‘ (which is none in law) and rendered upon us (who are innocent, 
‘ ferving the living God) effectual to deny us juftice ; though the laws 


~ « * of God, and of man, and the oath, and equity and reafon fay the con- 


“ trary, and on it pronounceth fuch a penalty. ‘* If ye will be unco- 
* vered (Uncovered, faidft thou) I will hear you, and do you juftice :” 
‘ but juftice we had not, nor were we heard, becaufe Jefus Chrift, who 
£ as the higher power, the lawgiver of his peopie, in our confciences 
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commanded us not to refpect perfons ; whom to obey we chufe ra- 
ther than man. And for our obedience unto him haft thou cafk us 
into prifon, and continueft us there, till this very day ; having fhewed 
us neither law for it, nor {cripture, nor inftances of athe A nor €X- 


amples of heathens or others. Friend, Come down to that of God, 
that is juft in thee, and confider, was there ever fuch a thing as this 


heard of in this nation ? What is become of ferioufnels, of true judg- 


ment, and of righteoufnefs! An unrighteous man, ftanding Men 


‘thee with his hot off, fhall be heard; but an innocent man, appear- 


ing with his hat.on in confcience to ike Lord, fhall neither be heard, 
nor have juftice. Is not this regarding of perfons contrary to the 
Jaws aforefaid, and the oath, and the law of God? Underftand, and 
judge. Did we not own authority and government oftatibinies be- 
fore the court? Did{t thou not fay in the court, Thou watt glad to 
hear fo much from us of our owning magiftracy ? Pleaded we not 
to the indictment, though it. was {uch a new-found one as England 
never heard of bekige } Came we not. when thou fenteft for us? 
Went we not when thou bidft us go? And are we not ftill prifoners 
at thy command and at thy will? If the hat had been fuch an of- 
fence to thee, could{t thou not have caufed it to have been taken off, 
when thou heard{t us fo often declare, we could not do it in con- 
{cience to the commands of the Lord; and that for that caufe we 
forbore it, not in contempt of thee, or of authority, nor in difrefpect 
to thine or any man’s perfon (for we faid, we honoured all men in 
the Lord, and owned authority, which was a terror to evil-doers, and 


a praife to them that do well; and our fouls were fubject to the 


higher powers for confcience fake) as thou caufed{t them to be taken 
off, and to be kept fo, when thou calledft the jury to find us tranf- 
greflors without a law? What ado haft thou made to take away the 
righteoufnels of the righteous from him, and to caufe us to fuffer 


Oe whom thou kneweft to have “i fo long wrongfully in pri- 


fon contrary to law? Is not liberty of confcience a natural right? 
Had there been a law in this cafe, and we bound up in our con~ 
{ciences that we could not have obeyed it, was not liberty of con- 
{cience there to take place? For where the law faith not againft, there 
needs no plea of liberty of confcience: but the law have we not 
offended ; yet in thy will haft thou caufed, and doft thou yet caufe 
us to fuffer for our confciences, where the law requires no fuch thing: 
and yet for liberty of dontceie: hath all the blood been {pilt, ind 
the miferies of the late wars undergone, and, as the proteétor faith, 
this governmént undertaken, to preferve it; and a natural right, he 


« faith, it is; and he that would have it, he faith, ought to give it. 


fal 


And if it be a natural right, as .is undeniable, then to attempt to 
force it, or to punifh a man for not doing contrary to it, is to ac 
againft nature: which as it is unreafonable, fo it is the eae as to 
offer violence to a man’s life. And what an offence that is in the 
law, thou knoweft ; and how, by the common law of England, all 
acts, agreements and laws, that are again{t nature, are mere nullities: 
and all the judges cannot make one cafe to be law, that is againft 
nature. But put the cafe, our ftanding with our hats on had been 
an offence in law, and we wilfully, and in contempt, and not ay 
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of confcience had ftood fo (which we deny) yet that is not a ground 


© wherefore we fhould be denied juftice, or to be heard, as to the wrong 
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done tous. ‘ If ye will not offend in one cafe, I will do you juf- 
tice in another :” this is not the language of the law, or of juftice, 
which diftributes to every one their right; juftice, to whom jutftice 
is due; punifhment, to whom punifhment is due. A man who doth 


‘wrong, may alfo have wrong done to him; fhall he not have right, 


wherein he is wronged, unlefs he right him whom he hath wronged ? 
The law faith not {o; but the wrong-doer is to fuffer, and the fuf- 
ferer of wrong to be righted. Is not otherwife to do, a denying, a 
letting or ftopping of even.law, and execution of juftice, and a bring- 
ing under the penalties aforefaid ? Mind and contider. 

« And fhouldft thou have accufed, when no witnefs appeared againft 
us, as in the particulars of ftriking Peter Ceely, and difperfing books 
(as thou faidft) againft magiftracy and miniftry, with which thou didft 
falfly accufe one of us? Saith not the law, “ The judge ought not 
to be the accufer ?” much lefs a falfe accufer. And waft thou not 
fuch an one, in affirming, that he difperfed books againft magiftracy 


¢ and miniftry, when the books were violently taken out of our cham- 


AR (8 eA an 6 ie 


a A a a “a wn Ce 9) a 


o 
n 


Dine fan 0, CRRA SH 6 Ore ea 


ber, undifperfed by him, or any of .us ? Nor didft thou make it ap- 
pear in one particular, wherein thofe books, thou fo violently didft 
caufe to be'taken away, were againft magiftracy or miniftry? or 
gaveft one inftance or reply, when he denied what thou chargedft 
therein ; and {poke to thee to bring forth thofe books, and make thy 
charge appear. Is not the {word of the magiftrate of God to pafs 
upon iuch evil-doing ? And according to the adminiftration of the 


‘law, ought not accufations to be by way of indi€tment, wherein the 


offence is to be charged, and the law exprefled, againft which it is? 
Can there be an iffue without an indi@tment? Or can an indiétment 
be found, before proof be made of the offence charged therein? And 
haft not thou herein gone contrary to the law, and the adminiftra- 
tion thereof, and thy duty, as a judge ?: What juft caufe of offence 
gave George Fox to thee, when, upon thy producing a paper con- 
cerning {wearing, fent by him (as thou faidft) to the grand jury, 
and requiring him to fay, Whether it was his hand-writing? he an- 
{wered, ‘“‘ Read it up before the country; and when he heard it 
read, if it were his, he would own it?” Is it not equal, and accord- 
ing to law, that what a man is charged with before the country, 
fhould be read in the hearing of him and of the country? When a 
paper is delivered out of a man’s hand, alterations may be made in 
ir to his prejudice, which, on a fudden looking over it, may not 
prefently be difcerned; but by hearing it read up, may be better un- 
derftood whether any fuch alterations have been made therein ? Couldft 
thou in juftice have expected, or required him otherwife to do ? Con- 
fidering alfo, that he was not infenfible how much he had {uffered 
already, being innocent; and what endeavours there were ufed to 
caufe him further to.fuffer ? Was not what he faid a plain and fingle 
anfwer, and fufficient in the law? Though (as hath been demon- 
ftrated) contrary to law thou didft aét, and to thy office, in being 
his accufer therein, and producing the paper againft him. And in his 


liberty it was, whether he would have made thee any anfwer at all to 


* what 
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‘ what thou didft exhibit, or demand out of the due courfe of law: 


‘ for to the law anfwer is to be made ; not to thy will. Wherefore then Pesca 
* waft thou fo filled with rage and fury upon that his reply ?. Calmly, gaol. 


* and in the fear of the Lord confider: Wherefore didft thou revile 
‘ him, particularly with the reproachful names of juggler and prevari- 
* cator ? Wherein did he juggle ? Wherein did he prevaricate ? Whére- 
‘ fore didft thou ufe fuch threatening language, and fuch-menacings 
« to him and us, faying, Thou wouldit ferk us, with fuch like? Doth 
« not the law forbid reviling, and rage, and fury, and threatening and 
« menacing of prifoners? Soberly mind ; is this to act like a judge, or 
«aman? Is not this tranfgreflion? Is not the {word of the magiftrate 
* of God to pafs.on this as evil-doing, which the righteous law con- 
« demns, and the higher power is againft, which judgeth for God? 
‘ Take heed what ye\do; for ye judge not for man, but for the Lord, 
‘ who is with you in the judgment: “ Wherefore now, let the fear 
«« of the Lord be upon you; take heed, and do it: for there is no ini- 
‘* quity with the Lord our God, nor refpect of perfons, nor taking of 
«* gifts,” faid Jehofhaphat to the judges of Judah. Pride, and fury, 
* and paifion, and rage, and reviling, and threatening are not the Lord’s : 
‘ thefe, and the principle out of which they fpring, are for judgment, 
“ and muit -come under the fword of the magiftrate of God; and of 
* an ill favour, efpecially {uch an exprefflion, as to threaten to ferk us. 
* Is not fucha faying more becoming a pedant, or {choolmafter with 
‘ his rod or ferula in his hand, than thee, who art the chief juftice: of 
* the nation, who fitteft in the higheft feat of judgment ; who oughteft 
* to give a good example, and fo to judge, that others may hear and 
‘ fear? Weigh it foberly, and confider, Doth not threatening language 
‘ demonftrate an inequality and partiality in him who fits as a judge? 
‘ Is it not a deterring of a prifoner from ftanding to and pleading the 
* innocency of his caufe? Provides not the law againft it? Saith it not, 
* That irons and all other bonds fhall be taken from the prifoner, that 
‘ he may plead without amazement, and with fuch freedom of {pirit 
‘ as if he were nota prifoner? But when he, who is to judge accord- 
* ing to the law, fhall beforehand threaten and menace the prifoner 
* contrary to the law, how can the mind of the prifoner be free, to 
‘ plead his innocency before him ? or expect equal judgment from him, 
« who, before he hears him, threatens what he will do to him? Is not 
« this the cafe between thee and us? Is not this the meafure we have 
« received at thy hands? Haft thou herein dealt according to law? or 
“* to thy duty? or as thou wouldft be done unto? Let that of God in 
* thy confcience judge. » 

‘ And didft not thou fay, there was a law for putting off the hat; 
© and that thou wouldft thew a law? and didft not thou often fo ex- 
* prefs thyfelf? But didft thou produce any law? or fhew where that 
‘ law might be found? or any judicial precedent, or in what King’s 
‘ reign, when we {o often defired it of thee ? having never heard of or 
* known any fuch law, by which thou didft judge us. Was not what 
‘ we demanded of thee reafonable and juft? Was that a favoury an- 
© fwer, and according to law, which thou gaveft us, viz. “« I am not 
«* to carry the law-books at my back, up and down the country ; lam 
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“ not to inftruét-you ?” .Was ever fuch an expreffion heard before 


thefe days to come out of a judge’s mouth? Is he not to be of 
counfel in the law for the prifoner, and to inftru@ ‘him therein ? 
Is it not for this caufe that the prifoner, in many cafes, is not al- 
lowed counfel by the law? In all courts of juftice in this nation, 
hath it not been known fo to have been ? And.to the prifoner hath 
not this been often declared, when he hath demanded counfel, al- 
leging his ignorance in the law, by reafon of which his .caufe might 
mifcarry though it were righteous, viz. “ The.court is of countel 


«« for you?” Ought not he, that judgeth in the law, to be ex- 
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pert in the law ¢ Couldft not thou tell by what act of parliament 
it was made, or by what judicial precedent, or in what king’s reign, 
or when it was adjudged fo by the common law (which are all the 
grounds the law of England hath) had there been fuch a law, tho’ 
the words of the law thou couldf{ not remember? Surely, to in- 
form the prifoner when he defired it, efpecially as to a law which 
was never heard of, by which he proceeds to judge him, that he 
may know what law it is by which hes to be judged, becomes 
him who judgeth for God: for fo the law was read to the Jews, by 
which they were to be judged, yea every fabbath-day; this was the 
commandment of the Lord. But inftead thereof to fay, “ Iam 
not to carry the law books at my back up and down the country ; 
‘ Tam not to inftruct you :” To fay, “ There is a law,” and to fay, 
Thou wilt fhew it ;” and yet not fhew it, nor to tell where it is to 
be found; confider whether it be confiftent with favourinefs, truth, 
or juftice 2’ 
‘ Have not thy whole proceedings again{t us made it evidently to 
appear that thy defire was to caufe us to fuffer, not to deliver us, 
who, being innocent, fuffered; to have us afperfed and reproached 
before the country, not to have our innocency cleared and vindi- 
cated? Doth not the taking away our books as aforefaid, and the 
perufing of them in fuch hafte before our trial, and thy accufing us. 


appear that matter was fought out of them wherewithal to charge 
us, when the Et Cetera warrant would not ftand in law by which 
we were committed, and were then upon our delivery according to 
the due courfe of law? Doth it not further appear, by thy re- 
fufing to take from our hands a copy of the ftrange Et Cetera war- 
rant by which we were committed, and of the paper for which 
we ftood apprehended, to read it or caufe it to be read; that fo 
our long fufferings by reafon of both might be looked into, and 
weighed in the law, whether juft or righteous, and the country 
might as well fee our innocency and fufferings without a caufe, 
and the manner of dealing with us, as to hear fuch reports which 
went of us as great offenders, when we called upon thee often fo 
todo, and which thou oughteft to have done, and faidft, Thou 
wouldft do, but didft it not ; nor fo much as took notice before the 
country that we had been falfely imprifoned, and had wrongfully 
fuffered? But what might afperfe and charge us thou broughteft 
in thyfelf, contrary to law, and didft call to have us charged there- 


with. Is not this further manifeft, in that thou didft caufe us om 
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with fomething which thou faidft was contained in them, make it — 
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« a fudden ‘to be withdrawn, and the petty jury to be called in with. 1656. 
‘ their verdiét; whereupon Peter Ceely’s falfly accufing George Fox fancefton 
‘* with telling’ him privately of a defign, and perfuading him to join gaol. 
«« therein,” was by George Fox made fo clear to be a manifett falfe- 
© hood, and fo plainly'to-be perceived, that the caufe of our fuffer= 
« ings was not any evil we had done, or law that we had tran{fgreffed, 
‘ but malice and wickednefs? And is it not abundantly clear from 
‘ thy not permitting us to anfwer, and clear ourfelves of the many 
‘ foul flanders charged upon us in the new-found indi@ment, of 
‘ which no proof was-made? But when we were anfwering there- — 
‘ unto, and clearing ourfelves thereof, thou didft ftop us, faying, 
‘« Thou mindedft not thofe things, but only the putting off the hat :” 
‘ when as before the country the new-found indiétment charged us 
‘ with thofe things, and the petty jury brought in their verdié, 
«* Guilty of the trefpafles and contempts mentioned therein;” of 
‘ which (except as to the hat) not one witnefs or evidence was pro=_ 
* duced ; and as to the.hat, not any law or judicial precedent, upon 
‘ the tranfgreffion of which all legal indi€tments are to be grounded? 
« Now the law feeks not for caufes whereby to make the innocent 
‘ fuffer ; but helpeth him to right who fuffers wrong, relieveth the 
‘ oppreffed, and fearcheth out the matter, Whether that of which 
« aman ftands accufed be fo or no; feeking judgment and haftening 
* righteoufnefs : and it faith, “ The innocent and the righteous flay 
«< thou not.” But whether thou haft done fo to us, or the contrary, 
* let the witnefs of God in thee fearch andjudge; as thefe thy fruits 
‘ do alfo make manifett. 

‘ And, friend, confider how abominably wicked, and how highly 
‘ to be abhorred, denied, and witneffed againft, and how contrary to 
« the laws fuch a proceeding is, as to charge a man with many 
* offences in an indictment, which they who draw the indictment, 
* they who profecute, and they who find the bill, know to be falfe, 
« and to be put in purpofely to reproach-and wound his good name $ 
‘ whom, with fome {mall matter which they can prove, they charge 
* and india, as is the common practiceat thisday. Prove but one 
« particular charge in the indi€tment, and it muft ftand (fay they) for 
* a true bill; though there be never fo many falfhoods and lyes there- 
€ in, on fet purpofe to wrong him who is malicioufly profecuted : 
* this is known to the judges, and almoft to every man who hath to 
* do with and attends their courts. How contrary is this to the end 
« and righteoufnefs of the law, which clears the innocent and con- 
‘ demns the guilty, and condemneth not the righteous with the 
© wicked! Much it is cried out of ; but what reformation is there 
© thereof? How elfe fhall clerks of affize, and other clerks of courts 
* fill up their bags (out of which perhaps their mafter muft have a 
© fecret confideration) and be heightened in pride and impudence ; 
* that even in open court they take. upon them to check and revile 
« men without reproof, when a few lines might ferve inftead of an 
‘ hundred? How elfe fhall the fpirit that is in men, that lufteth 
‘ unto envy, malice, ftrife, and contention, be cherifhed and nou- 
‘ rifhed, to feed the lawyers and dependants on courts with the 
* bread of mens children and the ruin of their families, to see 
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«« mind not thefe things ; P’ll not hear you; clear yourfelves of. what 
** you are falfely accufed of: one thing I mind in your charge, 
*‘ the reft are but matter of form, fet there to render you fuch 
«« wicked men before the country, as the thing that is to be proved 
* againft you is not fufficient to make gut.” Oh! abominable 
© wickednefs, and perverting of the righteous end.of the law, which 
« is fo careful and tender of every man’s peace and innocency ! How 
« is the law in the adminiftration thereof adulterated by the lawyers, 
« as the fcriptures are mangled by the priefts! And that which was 
‘ made to preferve the righteous, and to punifh the wicked, per- 
« verted to the punifhing of the righteous and the preferving of the 
‘ wicked! An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth, life for life, 
‘ burning for burning, wound for wound, a ftripe for a {tripe ; he 
‘ that accufeth a man falfely, to fuffer the fame as he fhould have 
“ fuffered, who was falfely accufed, if he had been guilty... This 
‘ faith the righteous law of God; which is agreeable to that of ~ 
* God in every man’s confcience.. Are not fuch forms of iniquity to 
« be denied, which are fo contrary to the law of God and man? 
¢ Which ferve for the gendering of ftrife, and the kindling of con+ 
«tention? And of this nature was not that, with which thou didft 
« caufe us to be indicted? _ And this form didft not thou uphold, in 
* not permitting us to anfwer to the many foul. flanders therein 5. 
* faying, “* Thofe things thou mindedft not ?” Will not the wrath 
* of God be revealed from heaven againft all ungodlinefs and un+ 
‘ righteoufnefs of men, who hold the truth in unrighteoufnefs 3 
‘ who are fo far from the power of godlinefs, that they have not the . 
‘« form, but the form of iniquity, which is fet up and held up in= 
« ftead of and as a law, to overthrow and deftroy the righteoufnefs 
‘ of the righteous, and fo to fhut him up as by the law he can never 
« getout ? Is not the cry, thinkeft thou, gone up? .“ It is time 
«for thee to fet to thine hand, O Lord, for thine enemies have 
««made void thy law !” Draws not the hour nigh? Fills, not up 
‘ the meafure of iniquity apace? Surely the day is coming, and 
“ hafteneth. Warned ye have been from the prefence, and by. the 
‘ mouth of the Lord; and clear will he be when-he cometh to 


“ judgment, and upright when he giveth fentence. .That.of Godin 


* every one of your conf{ciences fhall fo to him bear witnefs and con- 
‘ fefs, and your mouths fhall be ftopped, and before your judge fhall 
« ye be filent, when he fhall divide you your portion, and render un- 
* to you according to your deeds. Therefore, whilft thou haft time, 
‘ prize it, and repent : for verily, ‘* Our God fhall come, and thall 
«not keep filence ; a fire fhall devour before him, and it hall be 
“* very tempeltuous round aegpt him. He fhall call to the heavens 
‘* from above, and to the earth, that he may judge his people ; and 
«« the heavens fhall declare his righteoufnefs: for God is judge him- 
“« felf. Confider this, ye that forget God, left he tear you in pieces, 
«<’and there be none to deliver.” ; oie 

‘ And, friend, fhouldft thou have given judgment againit. us 


*»* « (wherein thou didft fine us twenty marks a-piece, and imprifonment 


* till payment) without caufing us, being prifoners, to be brought be- 
67 ee * fore 
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* fore thee, to hear the judgment, and to move what we had to fayin 1656. 
* arrelt of judgment? Isnot this contrary to the law, as is manifeft tro cefon 
to thofe who underftand the proceedings thereof? Is not the pri- gaol. 
foner to be called before judgment be given? And is not the in- 
dictment to be read ? and the verdict thereupon? And is not li- 
berty to be given kim to move in arreft of judgment? And if itbea 
juft exception in the law, ought not there to be an arreft of judg- 
ment? For the indictment may not be drawn up according to 
law, and may be wrong placed, and the offence charged therein 
may not be a crime in law; or the jury may have been corrupted 
or menaced, or fet on by fome of the juftices ; with other parti- 
culars, which are known to be legal and juft exceptions. And the 
judgment ought to be in the prifoner’s hearing, not behind his 
back; as if the judge were fo confcious of the error thereof, that he 
dares not give it to the face of the prifoner. But thefe privileges 
of the law, this juftice we (who had fo long and fo greatly fuffered 
contrary to law) received not, nor could have at thy hands; no, 
not fo much as a copy or fight of that long and new-found indi¢t- 
ment (which in England was never heard of before, nor that the 
matter contained therein was an offence in law, nor ever was there 
any law or judicial precedent that made it fo) though two friends of 
ours, in our names and behaifs, that night, the next day, and the 
day following often defired it of the clerk of the affize, and his 
affiftant and fervants ; but they could not have it, nor fo much li- 
berty as to feeit. And it is like it was not unknown or unper- 
ceived by thee, that, had we been called as we ought to have been, 
or had known when it was to be given, three or four words might 
have made a fufficient legal arreft of the judgment given on that 
new-found indictment, and the verdict thereupon. Therefore as 
our liberties, who are innocent, have not in thy account been 
worth the minding, and efteemed fit for nothing but to be 
trampled under foot and deftroyed ;. fo, if we find fault with what 
thou haft done, thou haft taken care that no door be left open to 
us in the law, but a writ of error : the confideration whereof, and 
the judgment to be given thereon, is to be had only where thyfelf is 
chief ; of whom fuch complaint is to be made, and the error affigned 
for the reverfe of thy judgment. And what the fruit of that may 
be well expected to be, by what we have already mentioned as 
having received at thy hands, thou haft given us to underftand. 
And here thou mayft think thou haft made thyfelf fecure and fuf- 
ficiently barred up our way of relief, againft whom (though thou 
kneweft we had done nothing contrary to the law or worthy of 
bonds, much lefs of the bonds and fufferings we had fuftained) thou 
* haft proceeded, as hath been rehearfed ; notwithftanding that thou © 
* art, as are all the judges of the nation, intrufted not with a legifla- 
© tive power, but to adminifter juftice, and to do “* even law and exe- 
*« cution to all, high and low, rich and poor, without having re- 
* regard to any man’s perfon ;” and art {worn fo todo; and wherein 
‘ thou doft contrary art liable to punifhment, as ceafing from being a 
‘ judge, and becoming a wrong doer and an oppreffor ; which what 
« it 1s to be many of thy predeceffors have underftood, fome by 
2 A « death, 
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‘ death, others by fine and imprifonment. And of this thou mayft 
‘ not be ignorant, that to deny a prifoner any of the privileges the 
‘ law allows him, is to deny him juftice; to try him in an arbitrary 
‘ way, to rob him of that liberty which the law gives him, which is 
‘ his inheritance as a freeman: and which to do, is in effect “ to 
‘< fubvert the fundamental laws and government-of England, and to 
‘* introduce an arbitrary and tyrannical government againft law ;” 
‘ which is treafon by the common law: and treafons by the common 
‘ law are not taken away by the ftatutes of 25 Edw. II. 1 H:1V. 
‘ 1,2.m. See O, St. Johns, now chief juftice of the common pleas, 
« his argument againft Strafford, fol. 65, 8c. in the cafe. 

‘ Thefe things, friend, we have laid before thee in all plainnefs, 
‘ to the end that (with the light of Jefus Chrift, who lighteth every 
‘ one that cometh into the world, a meafure of which thou hatft, 
‘ which fheweth thee evil and reproveth thee for fin, for which thou 
* mutt be accountable) thou being ftill and cool mayft confider and 
< fee what thou haft done againft the innocent, and fhame may over- 
‘ take thee, and thou mayeft turn to the Lord, who now calleth thee _ 
‘ to repentance by his fervants, whom, for witnefling his ed 
© truth in them, thou haft caft into, and yet continueft under crue 


bonds and fufferings. 


‘ From the gaol inLancefton, « Edw. Pyot.’ 
‘ the 14th day of the sth 
~ ¢ month, 1656. . 


By this letter the reader may obferve how contrary to law we were 
made to fuffer ; but the Lord, who faw the integrity of our hearts to 
him, and knew.the innocency of our caufe, was with us in our fuf- 
ferings, bore up our fpirits, and made them eafy to us ; and gave us 
opportunities of publifhing his name and truth amongft the people ; 
fo that feveral of the town came to be convinced, many were made 
loving to us, and friends from divers parts came to vifit us; amongft 
whom were two out of Wales, who had been juftices of peace. 
Judge Hageget’s wife, of Briftol, came to vifit us, who was con- 
vinced, with feveral of her children ; and her -hufband was very 


kind and ferviceable to friends, and had a great love to God’s people, ~ 


which he retained to his death. . 

In Cornwall, Devonthire, Dorfetfhire, and Somerfetfhire, truth 
began mightily to {pread ; many were turned to Chrift Jefus and his 
free teaching: for many friends that came to vifit us were drawn to 
declare the truth in thofe counties ; which made the priefts and pro- 
feffors rage, and they ftirred up the magiftrates to enfnare friends. 
They fet up watches in the ftreets and highways, on pretence of 
taking up fufpicious perfons; under which colour they ftopped, and 
took up friends coming to vifit us in prifon; which they did, that 
they might not pafg up and down in the Lord’s fervice. But’ that 
which they thought to have ftopped the truth by, was the means of 
fpreading it fo much the more; for then friends were frequently 
moved to fpeak to one conftable, and t’other officer, and to the 
juflices they were brought before; which caufed the truth to fpread 
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the more in all their parifhes. And when friends were got among , 1656. 
the watches, it would be a fortnight or three weeks before they pancefton 
could get out of them again; for no fooner had one conftable taken gaol. 
and carried them before the juftices, and they had difcharged them, 
but another would take them up and carry them before other juftices : 
_which put the country to a great deal of needlefs trouble and 
charges. 
As Thomas Rawlinfon was coming out of the north to vifit us, a 
conftable in Devonfhire took him up; and at night took twenty 
fhillings out of his pocket : and after being thus robbed he was caft 
into Exeter gaol. They caft Henry Pollexfen alfo into prifon in De~ 
vonfhire, under pretence of his being a jefuit; who had been a 
juftice of peace for the moft part of forty years before. Many friends 
were cruelly beaten by them; nay fome clothiers that were but 
going to mill with their cloth, and others about their outward oc~ 
cafions, they took up and whipped; though men of about eighty or 
_an hundred pounds by the year, and not above four or five miles — 
from their families. © 
The mayor of Lancefton took up all he could, and caft them into 
prifon. He would fearch fubftantial grave women, their petticoats 
and their head-cloaths. A young man coming to fee us, I drew up 
all the grofs, inhuman, and unchriftian ations of the mayor, gave it 
him, and bid him feal it up, and go out again the back way; and 
then come into the town through the gates. He did fo, and the 
watch took him up, and carried him before the mayor; who pre- 
fently fearched his pockets and found the letter, wherein he faw all 
his actions characterized ; which fhamed him fo, that from that 
time he meddled little with the Lord’s fervants. 
From the fenfe I had of the fnare that was laid, and mifchief in- 
tended in fetting up thofe watches at that time to ftop and take up 
friends, it came upon me to give forth the following lines, as—— 


_ An exhortation and warning to the magiftrates. 


. A ye powers of the earth, Chrift is come to reign, and is 
‘ among you, and ye know him not; who doth enlighten 
* every one of you, that ye all through him might believe in him ; 
‘ who is the light, who treads the wine-prefs alone without the 
_ € city, and whofe feet are upon it. Therefore fee all, and examine 
‘ with the light what ye are ripe for; for the prefs is ready for 
‘you 
‘ Beforehonour is humility. You that would have honour before 
“ ye have humility, are ye not as the heathen are? Ye would have 
* honour before ye have humility; did not all the perfecutors that 
* ever were upon the earth want this humility? They wanted the 
* honour, and yet would have the honour before they had the humi- 
« lity, and had learned that. So ye that are out of humility are out 
‘ of the honour, and ye are not to have the honour who have not the 
‘ humility ; for before honour is humility: mark, before it. 
© Ye pretend liberty of confcience, yet one {hall not carry a letter 
‘ to a friend, nor.men vifit their friends, nor vifit prifoners, nor 
4 wy. “Cary 
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carry a book about them, either for their own ufe or for their 
friends. Men fhall not fee their friends ; but watches are fet up 
again{t them to catch and ftop them: and thefe muft be well armed 
too againit an innocent people, that have not fo much as a ftick in 
their hands, who are in fcorn called Quakers. Yet by fuch as fet 
up thefe watches is pretended liberty of confcience ; who take up 


them whofe confciences are exercifed towards God and men, who 


worfhip God in fpirit and truth ; which they that are out of the 
light call herefy. Thefe fet up watches againft thofe they in {corn 


-call Quakers, becaufe they confefs and witnefs the true light, that 


lighteth every one that cometh into the world, amongft people as 
they pafs through the country, or among their friends. This is the 
dangerous doctrine which watchmen are fet up againft, to fubdue 
error, as they call it, which is the light that doth enlighten every 
man that cometh into the world ; him by whom the world was 
made, who was glorified with the Father before the world began. 
For thofe whom they in {corn call Quakers, have they fet up their 
watches, able men, well armed, to take them up that bear this tef- 
timony either in words, books, or letters. So that is the light you 
hate, which enlightens every man that cometh into the world;. 
and thefe that witneds to this light you put in prifon ; and after you 
have imprifoned them, you fet up your watches to take all up that 
go to vifit them, and to imprifon them alfo: fo that by fetting up 
your watches, ye would ftop all relief from coming to prifoners. 
Therefore this is the word of the Lord God to you, and a charge 
to youall, in the prefence of the living God of heaven and earth : 
every man of you being enlightened with a light that cometh from 
Chrift, the faviour of people’s fouls ; to this light, all take heed, 
that with it you may fee Chrift from whom the light cometh, you 
may fee him to be your Saviour by whom the world was made, who 
faith, Learnof me. But if ye hate this light, ye hate Chrift who 
doth enlighten you all, that through.him you might believe. But 
not believing in the light, nor bringing your deeds to the light, 
which will make them manifeft and reprove them, this becomes 
your condemner, even the light. Remember you are warned in 
your life-time ; for this light is your way to falvation, if you walk 
init; and this light is your condemner, if you reject and hate it. 
You can never come to Chrift, the Second Prieft, until youcome to 
the light which the Second Prieft hath enlightened you withal. So 
ye that come not to the light, ye go to the priefts that take tithes, 
as did the firft priefthood ; and fo hale out of your fynagogues and 
temples as that priefthood did which took tithes : which thofe of 
the fecond priefthood did not. Was there ever fuch a generation! 
Or did ever fuch a generation of men appear as doth now in this 
age, who are fo full of madnefs, envy, and perfecution, that they 
ftand up in watches, with bills and weapons, againft the truth, to 
perfecute it, as the towns and countries declare ; which rings as 
Sodom, and like Gomorrah! And this hath its liberty, and truth 
is ftood againft ; to reprove fin is accounted a breach of the peace, 


-as thofe fay who are out of the truth, and fet up their watches 
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Befides this general warning, there coming to my hand a copy of a 1656. 
warrant iffued from the feffions of Exon, in “exprels terms,“ For-ap- Lanceiton 
‘ prehending of all Quakers;” wherein truth and friends were te- ek) 
proached and vilified, I was moved to write an anfwer thereunto, and: 
fend it abroad, for the clearing of truth and friends from the flanders 
therein caft upon them ;: and to manifeft the wickednefs of that per- 
fecuting fpirit from whence it proceeded ; which was after this man- 
ner: | 


‘ 1¥7 HEREAS there was a warrant granted the laft feflions holden 
‘ at Exon, on the eighteenth day of the fifth month, 1656, which 
« warrant is ‘‘ For the apprehending and taking up all fuch as are 
“ Quakers, or call themfelves Quakers, or go under the notion of 
‘« Quakers ;” and is directed “ to the chief conttables, to be fent by 
** them to the petty conftables, requiring them to fet patches: able men 
‘ with bills, to take up all fuch Quakers as aforefaid ,” and whereas 
* in your faid warrant you {peak of the Quakers fpreading feditious books: 
« and papers ; I anfwer, They, whom ye in {corn call Quakers, have 
* no feditious books or papers ; but their books are againft {edition, and 
{editious men, feditious books, feditious teachers, and feditious ways. 
Thus ye have numbered honeft men, godly men, holy men, men 
that fear God, among beggars, rogues, and vagabonds; putting no 
* difference between the precious and the vile. You are not fit to 
« judge, who have fet up your bills, and armed your men to ftand up 
‘ together in battle againft innocent ‘people the lambs of Chrift, who 
é ae not lifted up an hand againft you. But if ye were fenfible of 
the flate of your own country, your cities, your towns, your: vil- 
* lages, how the cry of them is like Gomorrah, the ring like Sodom 
“and the fonnd like the old world, where all flefh had corrupted its 
“ way, which God overthrew with the flood; if you did confider this 
with yourfelves, you would find fomething to turn the {word againtft, 
« and not.again{ft the lambs of Chrift, and not make a mock of the 
innocent, that ftand a witnefs againft all fin and unrighteoufnefs in 
your towns and fteeple-houtes. Noah, the eighth perfon, a preacher 
‘ of righteoufnefs, was grieved with the filthy converfation of the 
wickéd: fo are we now. Juft Lot was grieved with their unmerci- 
« ful deeds, and the filthy converfation of Sodom. And were not thefe 
‘ hated of the world, and of them that lived in filthinefs ? And where- 
* as you {peak of there you in fcorn call Quakers, that they are a grief 
© to thofe whom you call pious and religious people, and their religion ; 
‘ fuch as are in the religion that is vain, whofe tongues are not beidled; 
« T believe the Quakers are a grief to; but are not a grief to fuch as 
‘ are in the pure religion, which keepeth un{potted of the world ; 
‘ which fets not up bills, nor watches, to maintain.it by the world; 
for they are not of the world, who are in the pure religion, which 
‘ keeps them unfpotted of the world: mark, the ‘¢ pure religion, 
«© which. keeps unfpotted of the world.” But fuch as are in the reli- 
* gion that is not pure, who have a form of godlinefs, and not the 
‘ power, fuch as you call pious, the truth itfelf to fuch was always, 2 
* grief ; and fo. it is in this age. a now your fruits appear, the ie 
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of your religion and profeffion, and what you poflefs ; but you are in 
the error, and have been but in the profeffion, out of the pofleffion 

of the Spirit, who are not in the Spirit of truth. For where did that 

ever fet bounds, and number the juft and innocent with the wicked » 
But the wicked fet bounds and limits to the juft, and numbered them 

among the wicked; yea, all manner of evil they {poke of them, as. 
ye are doing now of us. According as it was foretold in the {crip- 

ture, fuch as tremble at the word of God, you caft out and hate, 

you that have your temple-worfhip. You fay, the Quakers come to 

difturb you in your churches. “Was it not the practice of the apoftles 

to go into the fynagogues and temples, to’ witnefs againft the prieft- 

hood that took tythes? Was it not the practice of the Jews to hale 

them out, perfecute them, and ftone them, that witneffed Chrift the 

fecond prieft, and went to bring people off from the firft prieflhood ? 
Was it not the practice of the prophets to go and cry againft the high 

places ? And was it not the practice of the Jews, when they were back- 

flidden, and of the heathen, to imprifon and perfecute the prophets, — 
and fend after them into other countries? Is not this your, practice 

now, who are holding up your high places erected by the Papifts, 

which ye now call your churches; where ye beat and perfecute ? 

What kind of religious people are you, that are filled with fo much 

madnefs? Did not Paul confefs he was mad while he was in your 

practice, haling, beating, prifoning, putting out of the fynagogues, 

having his authority from the chief priefts? And are not the chief 

priefts the caufe of this? Was there ever fuch a cry made in any age 

paft, as there is now in the pulpits, railing againft an innocent peo- 

ple, who lift not up an hand againft you ; and who are indeed the 

pious, that are of the pure religion, who fear God, and worfhip him 

in the Spirit and in the truth, but cannot join with you in your reli- 

gion? Do not the minifters of God fay, that the fcriptures are a de- 

claration, which you call the word? Do not you rob, Chrift of his 

title, and of his honour, and give it to the letter, and fhew your- 

felves out of the doétrine of the minifters of God, who called the 

{criptures by the name of writings and treatifes, and declarations ; 

and faid, Chrift’s name is called the Word of God? Are not you 

here in the error you fpeak of, which is common talk among you? 

There was talk among fome of you of your gofpel-fhining. Doth 

the gofpel perfecute? Did ever any of thofe that did poflefs it caft 

into prifon, and not fuffer others to vifit them ? Are you like Chrif- 

tians ‘in this, or like heathen, who fet bounds and watches over the 

land, that they fhould not pafs to vifit thofe in prifon? Was ever the 

like heard in any age? Search and fee, if you have not outftript them 

all in your watches, if not in your manner of perfecution, and in 

your imprifonments. Oh! never talk that we are a grief to them 

that are in the pure religion. 

‘ And whereas in your warrant we are reprefented as difaffected to 
government ; I fay, the law, that is a terror to the evil-doer, we 

own ; the higher power, to which the foul muft be fubje@; but 

we deny the evil-doer, the malicious man reigning, and the envious. 


§ man feeking for his prey, whofe envy is againft the innocent ; who 
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raiieth up the country againft honeft men, and fo becomes a trouble 


gt 
jeer 


to the country, in railing them up to take the innocent; but that ;7-- Mon 
we leave to the Lord to judge. Your falfe accufations of herety gaol, 


and blafphemy we deny. You fhould have laid them down in par- 
ticulars, that people might have feen them ; and not have flandered 
us behind our backs. . The law faith, The crime fhould be men- 
tioned in the warrant. Then for your faying, ‘“* We deny the 
godly minifters to be a true miniftry of Chriit;” that is falfe ; 
for we fay, The godly minitters are the minifters of Chrift. But 
which of your minifters dare fay that they are truly godly ? And 
for your charging us with feducing many weak people, that is falfe 
alfo; we feducenone. But you, that deny the light which lighteth 
every man that cometh into the world, are feduced from the anoint- 
ing which fhould teach you: and if ye would be taught by it, ye 


would not need that any man: fhould teach you. But fuch as are’ 
taught. by the anointing which abideth in them, and deny man’s > 
teaching, thefe ye call feducers, quite.contrary to John’s dodtrine, « 


1 Joh. 2. That which is truth, ye call feducing; and that which 
he calls feducing, you call truth. Read the latter part of the chap- 
ter. I warn you all from the Lord God of glory, fet not any bound 
againfthim. Limit not the Holy One of Ifrael; for the Lord is 
rifing in power and great glory, who will rule the nations with a 
rod of iron, which to him are but as the drop of a bucket. He 
that meafures the waters in the hollow of his hand, will dath na- 
tions together as a potter’s veflel. And know, you that are found 
in this his day blafpheming his work which he hath brought forth, 
calling it blafphemy, fighting againtt it, fetting up your carnal wea- 
pons, making your bonds {trong ; God will break afunder that 
which your carnal policy hath invented, and which by your carnal 
weapons ye would uphold, and make you know there is a God in 
heaven, who carries his lambs in his arms, which are come among 
wolves, and are ready to be torn in pieces in every place, yea, in 
your fteeple-houfes ; where people have appeared without reafon 
and natural affection. . Therefore all ye petty cohftables, fherifts, 
and juftices, take warning; take heed what ye do againft the lambs 
of Chrift; for Chrift is come, and coming, who will give to every 
one of you a reward according to your works, you that have the 
letter, which {peaks of Chrift ; who are perfecuting that which the 
{cripture fpeaks of: fo your fruits make you manifeft. Therefore 
every one, fheriffs, juftices, conftables, &c. confider what ye poffefs, 
and what a profeflion ye are now in, that all thefe carnal weapons 
are fet up againft the innocent, yea, againft the truth ; which fhews, 


' that ye have not the fpiritual weapons ; and that ye want the coun- 


fel of Gamaliel, yea, ye want the counfel of fuch a man among 
you, who faid, ‘‘ Let the apoftles alone: if it be of God, it will 
ftand ; if it be not, it will come to nought.” But ye may fee your- 

felves, on the contrary, in the fpirit of them that came with Judas, 
with {words and ftaves from the chief priefts againft Chrift: ftill it 
is againft Chrift, where he is made manifeft. Paul (while Saul) 
went againft him, though he and the Jews profefled a Chrift that 
5 4 z ¥ : « was 
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1656. * was tocome: yet Paul perfecuted him, where he was manifefted 
pa ‘ in his faints. So ye profefs a Chrift that is come, but perfecute 
gaol. ‘ him where he is manifeft. You that have the letter, the high 

‘ places, the fynagogues, you perfecute him where he is made mani- 
‘© feft in his faints, as the Jews did. Thofe who were in the letter, 
‘ out of the life, perfecuted them that were in the life of that which 
‘ they profefs in the letter: fo do you perfecute them that are in the 
© life, and are yourfelves {trangers to it; as your fruits make appear. 
© You have numbered the people of God amongft tranfgreffors ; but 
‘ have you prifoned any of the rogues and tranfgreflors you fpeak 
‘ of ? You have prifoned the innocent, and let the others go free.. 


en Cre 


When I had {ent abroad the foregoing, fo great a fenfe came upon 
me of the veil of darknefs that was over the priefts and profefiors 
of chriftianity, that I was moved to give forth the following, as an 
awakening warning to them : 4a 


ES PeNE SS hath happened to the profeffed chriftians of the 
letter now-a-days, as blindnefs happened to the Jews; who 
profeffed the letter, but owned not the life, which the letter {peaks 
of : as the chriftians now, to whom this blindnefs hath happened, 
who profefs the fcripture, but own not the life which the {cripture 
{peaks of. For againft the life the Jews ftood, who profefled the 
letter of the fcripture ; but they were blind, they gathered counfel 
againit the life: they were in an uproar, when the babe was born 
in Bethlehem, Herod and all the chief priefts. And Herod fought 
to deftroy all the young children in Bethlehem, yet miffed the babe; — 
Herod, that fox, though he put John to death. You may fee 
here, how the literal profeffors ftood up, not for the truth, but 
quite againft it. Furthermore, the chief priefts confulted together 
how they might take Jefus by fubtilty, and put him to death ; 
mark, by their fubtilty. The profeffors of a Chrift that was to 
come, they preached of a Meffias, of a Chrift, of a Saviour; but 
denied the life. When he was made manifeft, the chief :priefts, 
who were gathered together with the council, faid, His difciples 
had ftolen him away by night; and gave large fums of money to © 
the foldiers to declare this. Likewife in the day, when the children 
of Ifrael were in Egypt, and they with their children began to 
< {pread and multiply, “‘ Come,” faid the Egyptians, ** let us deal 
‘¢ wifely with them to afflict them, and tax them :” which held till 
the Lord overthrew their oppreffors, and.brought his feed by his 
mighty power from under the oppreffor, and exalted his {on above 
all; though the heathen raged, and the people imagined vain 
things. He made his power known, that all might fee that there 
was no God upon the earth but himfelf. This power now hath 
brought forth the work of the Lord! Many, who are turned to the 
light, Chrift, have received the power of. God, and are thereby 
become the fons of God. Now this birth, that is born of God, 
are the powers of the world joined together to crucify; to put to 
death thofe Jews in the Spirit, as they put Chrift to death in the 
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‘ fiefh formerly. This is the birth that all the wicked ‘world is en- 1656. 
raged againft. Againft this they fet their watches, this birth, on 
brought forth by the mighty God of Jacob, who rides upon the gaol. 


Ox s: 
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high places of the earth. “This is the birth that the profeffed chrif- 
tians without the life in our days rage againft, and lay out all their 
wifdom about. Arenot the chief priefts and wife men of the earth 
coniulting together how they may deftroy this birth? Is not this 
the birth that is banifhed out of your-hearts, you that profefs the 
{cripture, and are talkers of it, but do not own the light and life 
which the fcripture fpeaks of, as the Jews would not; and fo will 
not have Chrift to reign over you, as they would not? Do you not 
hale out of your fynagogues, and before magiftrates? Do you not « 
herein fulfil Chrift’s words, who faid to his difciples, They fhould 
be haled out of the fynagogues, and before rulers? Do you not 
perfecute them from city to city? Do you not almoft fill your pri- 
fons with them? And now {et your watches, that none fhould vifit 
them, whom you have put into prifon? Is not this an unchriftian 
{fpirit? How can you for fhame fay, you aré upholders of truth? 
Or how can you for fhame fay, that truth hath been profeffed among 
you? We grant that you haye talked of it. And how can you for 
fhame fay, “ The gofpel fhines among you,” when you will not 
own it, the life of it; when you call it error, and the evil feed? 
Yea, the very truth, the very life of truth ye have blafphemed 
againit now, as the Jews did againft Chrift, calling him a devil ; 
you now call it error, and the evil feed, and ftand up.againft it, and 
turn the fword againft it. It was the Jews in their days who turned 
the {word againft Chrift; fo it is in thefe days the chriftian pro- 
feflors of the fcripture, but out of the life that gave it forth; as 
thofe were the Jews outward in the fleth, not the Jews in the Spirit. 
Is it not a fhame to the minifters of the gofpel (as they are called) 
that they can find no better way to maintain that which they call 
the truth, and their gofpel, than by carnal weapons, ftocks, . pri- 
fons, whips, watches, and wards, and ‘powers of the earth? Were 
thefe the apoftles weapons? Carnal watches, ftocks, prifons, and 
halings out of the fynagogues, when they came to {peak ? Judge 
yourfelves, what an antichriftian f{pirit you have. Never talk of de- 
fending truth with that which is againit truth. For are you not 
fetting up the rabble of the world againft it? Do they not join with 
you, with {words and ftaves againit it? Is this the life of chrif- 
tians? Is not this the life of error, and of the evil feed{man ? Sure- 
ly ye would find work enough, if ye were in the fear of the Lord, 
to turn your fwords againft the prophanenefs, the oaths and wick-_ 
ednefs, that are in your ftreets and highways_. How do they ring 
like Sodom, and give a found like Gomorrah! But. thefe are .be- 
come a prey in this age, that reprove in your gate fin, wickednefs, 


and prophanenefs. They are become your by-word. Againft them 
your councils are gathered, them you caft into prifon, and hale them 


out of your fynagogues: and caft them likewife into prifon that 
write and fpeak againft it ; and fet your guards to ftop and hinder 
any from vifiting them whom you caft into prifon, and give them 
the names of vagabonds and wanderers. Was ever the like heard 
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in the days of the heathen againft the apoftles, who witnefied thé 
gofpel? Did they fet guards and watches in every town, in‘every 
city, to take the difciples, the brethren, the believers, that "heard 
the apoftles were caft into prifon, and came to fee what they wanted? 
Shéw ye not as much rage and fury now in your age, as was in 
thofe in that age? How can you talk of the gofpel, and of defend- 
ing the gofpel, when you are fetting guards and watches againft 
it, are defending that which ftands againft it; and the lambs of 
Chrift are almoft torn to pieces amongit you, who are like wolves? 
for the Lord hath now fent his lambs amongit wolves. Have not 
you profeffed the words of Chrift, the prophets and apoftles, as the 
Jews had long profeffed the {criptures, the words of Mofes; and the 
prophets, that prophetied of Chrift then to come; and ftood againit 
him when he was come? as you do in this day of his reign, in 
this day of his glorious gofoel, who are perfecuting the meffengers 
of it, imprifoning them, perfecuting them in your ftreets and high- 
ways, and fetting up your watches againft them who bring the glad 
tidings of peace to your fouls: whofe feet are beautiful a-top of the 
mountains; mark, a-top of the mountains ; that againft which the | 
mountains rage and fwell; but God will make them to melt; the 
Sun is rifen, which will make them to melt. God will cleave the 
rocks and mountains afunder, and make the hills to bow perpetually ; 
for his Son he will exalt, and his glory he will give to him, and not 
to another. Therefore be awakened, ye rulers of the earth, and 
take counfel of the Lord. ‘Take not counfel together againft him. 
Make not your bonds ftrong. Set not yourfelves in battle againft 
him: for ye will be found but as briars and thorns before him, 


which the fire fhall confume. Therefore be awakened, all ye talk- 


ers of the fcripture, that gather yourfelves together by your multi- 
tudes and meetings, and have had your teachers ; but not having 
the Spirit that gave forth the fcriptures, the Lord God of glory, 
the Father of fpirits, will featter you. All your bonds will not 
hold you together, who are out of the Spirit, which is the bond of 
peace. The threfhing inftrument is gone forth, which will beat 
the hills to pieces. Sion is rifen to threfh. Out ofthe holy moun- , 
tain is the trumpet founded. Stand not up againft the Lord: for 
all nations are to him as the drop of a bucket. He that mea- 
fares the waters in the hollow of his hand, and weighs the earth 
in {cales, the Lord of Hofts is his name, who is now rifen and 
rifing, to plead the caufe of the innocent, and is exalting his Son, 
and bringing his fheep to him. “Now are they feen and known, 
that feed upon wind, that are lifted up, given up to believe lyes; 
who report, and fay, ‘* Report, and we will report it.” Now are 
they feen, who have a form of godlinefs, but deny the power; fo 
Chrift is denied; for Chrift is the power of God. And the power 
being denied by -you, that have a form of godlinefs, and the words 
of the feriptures; the gofpel is denied : for the gofpel is the power 
of God. Thusit is among you that have the knowledge and wif- 


dom that is fenfual, earthly, and devilifh. _ Doth it not appear fo ? 


Let your gaols and watches witnefs your fruits in every town.’ Your 
wifdom is earthly, fenfual, and deyilith. You havea knowledge 
eo and 
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© and wifdom, but not that which is from above; for that is pure _ 1656. 
* and gentle, fois not your knowledge. But to know Chrift, is life pT ectton 
* eternal. Your fruits have manifefted, that you are not of this; and gaol. 
© fo out of the power of God, which is the crofs of Chrift; for you , 
* are found in the world, out of the power of God, out of the crofs 
‘of Chrift, perfecuting. So that which doth perfecute, and {end 
‘forth writings and decrees to {top and take up all, and fet watches, 
* and prepare bonds to limit the Lord; to imprifon and perfecute, 
‘ and {uffer none to go and vifit them; th's fhews you are not chrif= 
‘ tians, but ftand againft the chriftian life, which brings to love ene- 
‘ mies. Where is your love to your enemies, who are thus perfe- 
© cuting your friends? “« He came to his own, and his own received 
‘him not:” Here is a turning the fword againft the juft. Do 
* you fhew, here a chriftian’s life, or yourfelves chriftians, who are 
‘ filling your gaols with the chriftians in the Spirit, you that are 
« inthe letter (in fhadows) as the Jews in the letter did, put the 
* Jews in the Spirit into prifon? Is not this the fruit in our days 
* of chriftians in the letter, to put chriftians in the Spirit into 
* prifon? Doth not this fhew that. your decrees, which you have 
* fent forth, proceed from death, who thus act againft the life, and 
© them that are in it; which the fcriptures were given forth from? 
* Is it not here, as it was with Saul, when he went to perfecute, to 
‘ hale.to prifon, and bind all that he could find calling upon that 
* name, who were chriftians in the life, the Spirit, fuch as you are 
* perfecuting, becaufe they are in the life, though you profefs their 
« words? Are not your decrees gone forth from the fame {pirit of 
. € envy, againft the fame Spirit of Chrift they were in? Is it not ma- 
© nifeft to all that fear God, and to the fober-minded and honeft- 
‘ hearted people, that fee your practices, your decrees, your letters, 
“ to ftop, to moleft, to hinder, to imprifon them that are moved of 
‘ the Lord to do his will, or to go to vifit prifoners whom you have 
* imprifoned? Doth this fhew you to have a fpirit like Paul, yea, or 
‘ nay? Are you not quite contrary, like them that perfecuted Paul? 
* The day hath declared it. To that of God in you all I {peak, 
* which fhall witnefs it at the laft day, the day of judgment. Per- 
* fecution was blind in all ages; and madnefs and folly led it: yet 
* perfecution got always a form or pretence of godlinefs, a talk of 
‘ religion, as in the days of Mofes, of Jeremy, of Chrift, and of the 
* apoitles. ‘ Come,’ faith the council, ‘“ let us crufh them while 
“ they are young, they have almoft overfpread the nation in every 
“¢ corner.” This is as much as to fay, ‘* Let us put this birth to 
-** death, as Pharaoh and Herod did the children.” But the Lord 
‘ caufed his truth the more to fpread. For you may read what num- 
‘ bers came out of Egypt! and what multitudes followed Chrift | 
‘ Therefore with confideration read thefe lines, and not with fury. 
* Let not foolifhnefs appear ; but confider in humility the paths you 
* goin, what {pirit you are of, and what the end of your converfa- 
* tion is; for in love to your fouls I write, that in the day of your 
‘ yifitation you may confider it. 
-* From him who loveth righteoufnefs, and the eftablifhing of 
* it, and truth, peace, and faith, which is by Chrift Jefus 
7 © (Mercy 
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© (Mercy and peace-be multiplied among fuch!) Buta wit- 
nefs again{t all hypocrites, and all who have a profeffion, 
but live out.of the poffeffion; in an hypocritical religion, ” 
in the lufts and fathions of the world, ‘having a form of 


main, fword and ftatt.. Which things, declare your con+ 
verfation and practices to be out of Chriil’s life, againft the 
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faints. . 


G0. Fete 


We were continued in prifon till the next affize: ‘before which di- 
vers friends, both men and women; were fent to prifon,‘who had been 
taken by the watches. When the affize was come, feveral ‘of thefe 
were called before the judge, and indicted: and though the gaoler 
brought them into court, yet they indicted them, that they came in. 
‘ by force of arms, and in an hoftile manner ;’ and the judge: fined 
them, becaufe they would not put off their hats. But we were ‘not. 
called before the judges any more. | 

Great work we had, and fervice for the Lord, both between the 
affizes, and after, amongtt profeflors and people of all forts: for many 
came to fee us, and to reafon with us. Elizabeth Trelawny of Pli- 
mouth (daughter of one called a baronet) being convinced, the'prieits, 
profeffors, and fome great perfons of her kindred, were exafperated, 
and wrote letters to her. She being a wife and tender woman,. and 
fearing to give them any advantage, fent their letters to me ; which I 
an{wered, and returned them to her again, for her to fend the anfwers 
to them. . Which fhe did: till growing in the power, Spirit, and wif- 
dom of God, fhe became able to anfwer the wifeft prieft and profeffor 
of them all; and had dominion over them in® the truth, through the 
power of the Lord, by which fhe was kept faithful to her death. 

While I was in prifon here, the Baptifts and Fifth-monarchy-men 
prophefied, That this year Chrift fhould come, and reign upon earth 
a thoufand years. And they looked upon this reign to be outward :. 
when he was come inwardly in the hearts of his people, to reign ‘and 
rule; where thefe profeffors would not receive him. So they failed 
in their prophecy and expedtation, and had not the poffeffion of him. 


But Chrift is come, and doth dwell and teign in the hearts of his. 


people.. Thoufands, at the door of whofe hearts he hath been knock- 
ing, have opened to him ; and he is come in, and doth fup with them,. 


_and they with him; the heavenly fupper with the heavenly and {pi- 
-ritual man, So many of thefe Baptifts and Monarchy-people turned the 


greateft enemies to the followers of Chrift: but he reigns in the’ hearts 
ef his faints over all their envy. — ri ay 
_ At the affize divers juftices came to us, and were pretty civil, and 


xeafoned of the things of God foberly; exprefling a pity to us. 


_ Captain. Fox, governor of Pendennis Caftle, came and looked me in 


2 went his Way. A light chaffy perfon. . 


the face, and faid never a word ; but went to his company, and told. 
them, ‘ He never faw a fimpler man in his life. I called after him, 


and faid, « Stay, man, we will fee who is the fimpler man.’ But he 


- Thomas. 


@ 


godlinels, but ftanding againft the power with might and | 


gofpel practice, and contrary to the manner and order of the’. 


Ea 
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Thomas Lower alfo came to vifit us, and offered us money, which __ 1656. 

we refufed ; accepting neverthelefs of his love. He afked us many pancefton 
queftions concerning our denying the fcriptures to be the word of God; gaol. 
concerning the facraments, and fuch like: to all which he received f{a- 
tisfaction. I fpoke particularly to him; and he afterwards faid, My 
words were as a flafh of lightning, they ran fo through him. He faid, 
He never met with fuch men in his life, for they knew the thoughts of 
his heart; and were as the wife mafter-builders of the affemblies, that 
faftened their words like nails. He came to be convinced of the truth, 
and remains a friend to this day. When he came home to his aunt 
Hambley’s, where he then lived, and made report to her concerning 
us; fhe, with her fitter Grace Billing, hearing the report of truth, came 
to vifit us in prifon,; and was convinced alfo. Great fufferings and 
fpoiling of goods both he and his aunt have undergone for the truth’s 
fake. 

About this time I was moved to give forth the following exhortation 
to friends in the miniftry: 


e- Friends, 78 ; 

‘ 1X the power of life and wifdom, and dread of the Lord God of 
< life, and heaven and earth, dwell; that in the wifdom of God over 
« all ye may be preferved, and bea terror to all the adverfaries of God, 
« and a dread, anfwering that of God in them all, {preading the truth 
‘ abroad, awakening the witnefs, confounding the deceit, gathering 
“up out of tranfgreffion into the life, the covenant of light and 
« peace with God. Let all nations hear the found by word or writing. 
« Spare no place, fpare no tongue, nor pen ; but be obedient to the 
« Lord God: go through the work; be valiant for the truth upon 
‘ earth; tread and trample upon all that is contrary. Ye have the 
« power, do not abufe it; and ftrength and prefence of the Lord; 
* eye it, and the wifdom; that with it you may all be ordered to the 
« glory of the Lord God. Keep in the dominion; keep in the power 
« over all deceit; tread over them in that, which lets you fee to the 
* world’s end, and the utmoft parts of the earth. Reign and rule 
* with Chrift, whofe fceptre and throne are now fet’ up, whofe do- 
€ minion is over all to the ends of the earth; whofe dominion is 
« an everlafting dominion, his throne an everlafting throne, his king- 
« dom an everlafting kingdom, his power above all powers. There- 
« fore this is the word of the Lord to you all: “* Keep in the wifdom 
of God,” that fpreads over all the earth ; the wifdom of the crea-— 
tion, that is pure from above, not deftructive. For now {hall falva- 
tion go out of Zion, to judge the mount of Efau ; now fhall the law 
go forth from Jerufalem, to anfwer the principle of God in all; to 
hew down all inventors and inventions. For all the princes of the 
earth are but as air to the power of God, which you are in, and have 
tafted of: therefore live in it, that is the word of the Lord to you 
all; do not abufe it; keep down and ‘low; and take heed of falfe 
joys, that will change. 

« Bring allinto the worfhip of God. Plow up the fallow ground. 
« Threfh and get out the corn; that the feed, the wheat, may be 
3 D * gathered © 
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gathered into the barn: that to the beginning all people may come; 
to Chrift, who was before the world was made. For the chaff is 
come upon the wheat by tranfgreflion. He that treads it out is out 
of tran{greflion, fathoms tranfgreffion, puts a difference between 
the precious and the vile, can pick out the wheat from the tares, — 
and gather into the garner; fo brings to the lively hope the im- 
mortal foul into God, out of which it came. None worfhip God 
but who come to the principle of God, which they have tranf- 
grefled. None are plowed up but he who comes to the principle of 
God in him, that he hath tranfgrefled. Then he doth fervice as to 
God; then is the planting, watering, and increafe from God. So 
the minifters of the Spirit muft minifter to the Spirit that is in pri- 
fon, which hath been in captivity in every one; that with the 
Spirit of Chrift people may be led out of captivity up to God, the 
Father of Spirits, to ferve him, and have unity with him, with 
the fcriptures, and one with another. This is the word of the Lord 
‘to youall, a charge to you all in the prefence of the living God, 
Be patterns, be examples in all countries, places, iflands, nations, 
where-ever you come; that your life and conduct may preach 
among all forts of people, and to them. Then you will come to 
walk chearfully over the world, anfwering that of God in every 
one; whereby in them ye may be a blefling, and make the witnefs 
-of God in them to blefs you: then to the Lord God you fhall be a 
{weet favour, and a bleffing. 

‘ Spare no deceit. Lay the Sword upon it; gooverit. Keep 
yourfelves clear of the blood of all men, either by word or writing, 
and keep yourfelves clean, that you may ftand in your throne, and 
every one have his lot, and ftand in the lot in the Ancient of days. 
The blefling of the Lord be with you, and keep you over all the 
idolatrous worfhips and worfhippers. Let them know the living 
God ; for teachings, churches, worfhips muft be thrown down 
with the power of the Lord God, fet up by man’s earthly under- 
ftanding, knowledge, and will. All this muft be thrown down 
with that which gave forth the fcripture; and who are in that, reign 
over it all. That isthe word of the Lord to you all. In that is 
God worthipped, that brings to declare his will, and brings to the 
church in God, the ground and pillar of truth : for now is the 
mighty day of the Lord appeared, and the arrows of the Almighty 
gone forth; which {hall ftick in the hearts of the wicked. Now 
will I arife, faith the Lord God Almighty, to trample and thunder 
down deceit, which hath long reigned and ftained the earth. Now 
will I have my glory out of every one. The Lord God Almighty 
over all in his ftrength and power keep you to his glory, that you 
may come to anfwer that of God in every one. Proclaim the 
“mighty day of the Lord of fire and {word, who will be worfhipped 
in {pirit and in truth ; and keep in the life and power of the Lord. 
God, that the inhabitants of e earth may tremble before you : 
that God’s power and majefty may be admired among hypoczites 
and heathens, and ye in the wifdom, dread, life, terror, and do- 
minion preferved to his glory; that nothing may rule or reign but 
power and life itfelf, and in the wifdom of God ye may be pre-. 
pa * ferved 
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© ferved-in it. This is the word of the Lord God to you all. The _ 1656. 
call is now out of tranfgreflion, the Spirit bids, Come. The call is na 

now from all falfe worfhips and gods, from all inventions and dead gaol. 

works, to ferve the living God. The call is to repentance, to 

amendment of life, whereby righteoufnefs may be brought forth, 

which fhall go throughout the earth. Therefore ye that be chofen 

and faithful, who are with the Lamb, go through your work faith- 

fully in the ftrength and power of the Lord, and be obedient to the 

power ; for that will {fave you out of the hands of unreafonable men, 

and preferve you over the world to himfelf. Hereby you may live. 

‘ inthe kingdom that ftands in power, which hath no end; where 

$ glory and life is. aad 
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. After the affizes, the heriff, with fome foldiers, came to guard a 
woman to execution that was fentenced to die; and we had a great 
deal of difcourfe with them. One of them wickedly faid, « Chrift 
¢ was as paflionate a man as any that lived upon the earth. For 
which wicked faying we rebuked him. Another time we afked the 
gaoler, what doings there were at the feffions? He faid, Small 
matters, only about thirty for baftardy. We thought it very ftrange 
that they, who profefled themfelves Chriftians, fhould make fmall 

: matters of fuch things. But this-gaoler was very bad himfelf. I 
_ often admonifhed him to fobriety ; but he would abufe people that 

7 came to vifitus. Edward Pyot had a cheefe fent him by his wife 
. from Briftol ; and the gaoler took the cheefe from him, and carried it 
to the mayor, to fearch it for treafonable letters, as he faid: and tha’ 

~ they found no treafon in the cheefe, they kept it from us. This 
: ee might have been rich, if he had carried himfelf civilly ; but he 
¥ fought his own ruin, which foon after came upon him: for the next 
a year he was turned out of his place, and for fome wickednefs was caft 
‘, into the gaol himfelf; and there begged of our friends. And for 
: fome unrulinefs in his carriage, he was by the fucceeding gagler put in- 
: to Doomfdale, locked in irons, beaten, and bid to ‘ remember how 

¢ he had abufed thofe good men, whom he had wickedly, without 


. $ any caufe, caft into that nafty prifon:’ and told, « That now he 
a * defervedly fhould fuffer for his wickednefs, and the fame meafure 
r « he had meted to others, he fhould have meted out to himfelf.’ 
__.. He became very poor, and died in prifon. His wife and family came 


to mifery. 
While I was in prifon at Lancefton, a friend went to Oliver Crom- 
wel, and offered himfelf, body for body, to lie in Doomfdale in my 


fo ftruck him, that he faid to his great men and council; ‘ Which 
* of you would do fo much for me, if I were in the fame condition ? 
And though he did not accept of the’friend’s offer, but faid, « He 
* could not do it, for it was contrary to law;” yet the truth thereby 
came mightily over him. A good while after this he fent down 
amajor general Defborow pretending to fet us at liberty. When he 
he came he offered, if we would fay, ‘ We would go home and 


4 ‘ preach 


ftead ; if he would take him, and fet me at liberty. Which thing ie, E 
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preach no more,’ we fhould have our liberty ; but we could not 


promife him. Then he urged, that we fhould promife ‘ to go home, 
« if the Lord permitted :’ whereupon Edward Pyot wrote him this 
following letter : | pyre 
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© To major general Defborow. . 


© Friend, . 


. apeeres much might be faid as to the liberty of Englifhmen 


to travel in any part of England, it being as the Englifhman’s 
houfe by the law, and he to be protected in any part of it ; and if 
he tranfgrefs the law, the penalty upon the tranfgreffor is to be in- 
flicted. .And as to the liberty of confcience, which is a natural 
right, and a fundamental, and the exercife of it by thofe who pro- 
fefs faith in God by Jefus Chrift, it is to be protected, as by the in- 
{trument of government it appears, though they differ in doétrine, 
worfhip, and difcipline ; provided that liberty extend not to pro- 
perty, or prelacy, nor to licentioufnefs. Where thefe rights are 
denied us, our liberties are infringed, which are the price of much 
blood and treafure in the late wars. Yet in the power of God over 
all, by which all are-to be ruled, are we, and in it aweil, and by 
it alone are guided to do the will of God; whofe willis free, and 
we, in the freedom of his will, walk by the power, either as it com- 
mands or permits, without any condition or enforcement thereunto. 
by men; but as the power moves, either by command or per- 
miffion. And although we cannot covenant or condition to go forth 
of thefe parts, or to do this or that thing, ifthe Lord permit (for that. _ 
were to do the will of man by God’s permiffion) yet it is like we 
may pafs forth of thefe parts in the liberty of the will of God, as we 
may be feverally moved and guided by the pure power, and not of 
neceflity. We who were firft committed were pafling homeward 
when we were apprehended ; and, as far as I know, we might 
pafs, if the prifon doors were commanded to be opened, and we 
freed of our bonds. Should we ftay, if the Lord commands us to 
go, or fhould we go if the Lord command us to ftay ; or having 
no command to ftay, but being permitted to pafs from hence, the 
pure power moving thereto,.and we yet ftay ; or go, when as be- 


fore commanded to ftay; we fhould then be wanderers indeed : 
-for fuch are wanderers, who wander out from the will and power 


of God, abroad, at large, in their own wills and earthly minds. 
And-fo, in the fear of the Lord God, well weigh and confider, 
with the juft weight and juft ballance, that juftice thou mayft do to 
the juft and innocent in prifon. 

‘ Edward Pyot.’ . 


Some time having paffed after the foregoing was delivered him, 


and he not giving any order for our difcharge, I alfo wrote to him as 


: followeth : 


‘ To 
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oe ‘ To major general Defborow. 
¢ Friend, 2, 
tat WE who are in the power of God, the ruler of all, the upholder 
‘ of all things, and know and dwell in his power, to it we 
* muft be obedient; which brings us to ftand out of all men’s wills, 
* unlimited. To fay, ‘* We will if the Lord permit,” in a cafe of 
* buying and felling to get gain, if the intent be fo to do, may be 
« done; but we ftanding in the power of God to do his will, and to 
© ftand out of man’s will, if man propofe, ‘ We {hall have our li- 
«« berty if we will fay, we will go to our outward being, if the Lord 
*« permit, or if it be the willof God;” and becaufe we cannot fay thefe 
« words in this cafe, fhall not have our liberty, when we know that 
- € the will of God is, we fhall ‘ goto fpeak at fome other place :” 
.€ here we cannot fay thefe words truly. For to fay, «« We will goto 
*< our outward habitation, if it be according to the will of God,” 
‘ when we know the will of God is otherwife; we cannot {peak fo, 
‘ truly and clearly. | Neither can any man fay fo to him, that requires 
‘ jtof him ; who ftands in the power, and knows the power of God 
‘ tolead him, according to God’s will, and it leads him to another 
‘ place than his outward home. » But the Son of God, who came to 
‘ do and did the will of God, had no place whereon to lay his head : 
« and the apoftles, and many of the followers of Chrift, had no cer- 
* tain dwelling-place. Now if thefe fhould have been reftrained, 
« becaufe they could not fay they would go to their outward homes, 
¢ if it were the will of God, when they knew it was the will of God 
‘ they fhould not, and they could not do the will of God in doing fo, 
< and therefore could not {peak thofe words to fatisfy man’s mind and 
* will, would not fuch reftraint have been evil? Abraham could 
‘ not do the will of God, but in going from his native country ; and 
‘ who are of faith are of Abraham, of whom Chrift came according 
* to the flefh. Now, if youallege, «‘ This is to let all loofe and at 
*« liberty to idlenefs,” I fay, No: fuch as are in the power of God, 
* who do the will of God, come to receive his wifdom, by which all 
‘ his creatures were created, and by which they are ufed to his glory. 
‘ This I fhall fay, whoever are moved by the Lord God of glory and 
« power to go to their outward habitations, fuch of us may go to our 
‘ outward homes ; and there be diligent in ferving the Lord, that 
‘ they may be a blefling from God in their generation ; diligently 
‘ ferving him in life and doétrine, in manners, in converfation, in all 
‘ things. And who are moved of the Lord to go to any other place, 
« we ftanding in his will, and being moved by his power, which 
* comprehends all things, and is not to be limited, we fhall do his 
* will which we are commanded to do. So the Lord God open your 
.f underftandings, that you may fee this great power of the Lord, 
* which he is now manifefting among his children in this his day ; 


' © that ye may not with{tand it in our friends, that are come into the 


¢ power of God, and to’: God, and know him by whom the world was 
« made, by whom all things were created that were created, and 
_* there was not any thing made but what was made for him, and to 
3 | i 3 E ‘ him, 
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‘ him, and by him; who is the power of God, and doth enlighten — 
every man that cometh into the world. Friends being come to this 
light which cometh from Chrift, and having received power from 
him by whom all things were created, to whom all power in hea- 
ven and earth is given, who is the wifdom of God; we have re- 
éeived wifdom and power from him, by which the Lord doth give 
us to know how to ufe and order the creatures to the glory of him, 
the Creator of all things. Friends here are taught of the Lord to 
be diligent, ferving him ; and who come into the life, the fcrip- 
tures were given forth from, are given up to ferve the Lord. Of 
this I have in all your confciences a witnefs. So, if thou open the 
prifon-door, we fhall not ftay there. If thou fend a liberate, arid 
fet us free, we fhall not ftay in prifon 5 for Ifrael is to go out free, 
whofe freedom is purchafed by the power of God and the blood of 
‘ Jefus. But who goeth out of the power of God lofeth his free- 
« dom. . 


« The 13th of the 6th © George Fox, and the reft 


‘ month, 1656.’ ‘ who are fufferers for © 
_ * the truth in Lancefton 
“Ss pael. 


After this major Defborow came to the Caftle-ereen, and played 
at bowls with the juftices and others. Several friends were moved 
to go, and admonifh them againft ‘ {pending time’ fo vainly ; 
defiring them to confider, * That though ‘they profeffed themfelves 
‘ to be chriftians, yet they gave themfelves up to their pleafures, and 
© kept the fervants of God mean while in prifon ;’ and alfo told them, 
« ‘The Lord would plead with them, and vifit them for fuch things.” 
But notwithftanding what was wrote orfaid to him, he went away, 
and left us in ‘prifon. We underftood afterwards that ‘he left the 
bufinefs to colonel Bennet, who had the command of the gaol. For 
fome time after Bennet would /have fet us at liberty, if we would ‘have 
paid his gaoler’s fees, But we anfwered, ‘ We'could give the gaoler no 
“ fees, for we were innocent fufferers; how could they, expect fees 
* of us, who had fuffered fo long wrongfully ?” After a while co- 
lonel Bennet coming to town fent for us to an inn, and infifted again 
upon fées, which we refufed. Atlaft the power ‘of the Lord came 
fo over him, ‘that the thirteenth of the feventh month, 1656, we 
‘were fet'at liberty. We had ‘been ‘prifoners ‘nine weeks at the ‘firft 
affize, called the Lent-aflize, in ‘the {pring of the year. 

‘Obferving while I was ‘here’prifoner how much the people (they 
‘e{pecially who were ‘called‘gentry) were addi€ted ‘to pleafures and | 
vain recreations, I was'moved, before I left the-place, ‘to give ‘forth 
feveral papers as‘a warfiifig'to them, and ‘to all‘that fo mifpend their 
time. ‘One'of which was'thus : ‘ yl 
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. * This to go abroad among-thofe, who are given to pleafures and 
na 9 ‘ wantonneis. - 


, T HE fins of Sodom and Gomorrah were pride, fulnefs of bread, 
£. and abundance of idlenefs. Their filthy converfation vexed 
* the righteous foul of juft Lot day by day, and they would not take 
* warning ; on whom God therefore fent fire, and turned them into 
* afhes. And in fpiritual Sodom and Egypt was our Lord Jefus 
‘ Chrift crucified; and it is written, ‘‘ The people fate down to eat 
** and to drink, and rofe up to play ; with whom God was not well 
*« pleafed, and there fell three and twenty thoufand in one day.” 
‘ Thefe the apoftle commanded the faints they fhould not follow ; 
‘ for thefe things happened to them for examples, and are written for 
‘ our admonition. God fpared not the old world; but referving 
‘ Noah, a preacher of righteoufnefs, brought the flood upon the 
* world of the ungodly, making them an example to all that after 
‘ fhould live ungodly.. Mark, ye ungodly ones, who are as natural 
* brute beafts, who fpeak great {welling words of vanity, alluring 
* through the lufts of the flefh, through much wantonne(s, as they 
* that count it pleafure to riot in the day-time, {porting yourfelves 
‘ with your own deceivings; ye fhall receive the reward ‘of unrigh- 
© teoufnefs. Ye are as dogs and {wine turned tothe vomit, and 
‘ wallowing in the mire, {peaking evil of things that ye know not; 
* and unlefs ye repent, ye fhall utterly perifh in your own corrup- 
* tions. Yehave lived in pleafure on the earth, and been wanton. 
© Ye have nourifhed your hearts, as in a day of flaughter. Ye have 
© condemned and killed the juft, and he doth not refiftyou. Go to, 
* weep and ‘howl for the mifery that is.coming upon you. She that 
« liveth in pleafures, is dead while fhe liveth. »God condemned ‘the 
_*£ cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, making them an example to all 
* thofe that .after fhould live ungodly, in the wicked, filthy conver- 
*:fation : mark, here is your example. WHearsthis, ye that areigiven 
* to pleafures, and read your examples. By 
i Cy) Be: 


_ Another, upon ‘my taking notice of ithe bowlers that came to 
{port in the Caftle-green, was as followeth:: 
* “ESHE word of the Lord ‘to all you vainand idle-minded people, 
: who arelovers of fports, pleafures, foolifh exercifes, ‘and re- 

* creations, as you call them ; confider of your ways, what it is 
.* you are‘doing. Was this the end of your creation? Did God 
* make all things‘for'you, and you to:ferve your lufts and pleafures? 
* Did not ‘the ‘Lord:make all things for you, and you:for-himfelf, ‘to 
“fear and worfhip him in fpiritand in truth, in righteoufnefs and 
*‘ttue’holinefs ? ‘But where is your fervice of God, fo'long.as your 
 hearts‘run after ‘lufts and pleafures Pye cannot ferve God’and ‘the 
‘ foolifh -pleafures of the world, as bowling, drinking, -hunting, 
‘ ‘hawking, andthe like. If thefe have your hearts,.God will not 
« have your lips. Confider; for it is true. Therefore from the Lord 
*«muft you all witnefs woe and mifery, tribulation and wrath, who 
© continue 
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continue in the love and practice of your vain fports, lufts, and 
pleafures. Now is the day, when all every-where are exhorted to 
repentance.  foolifh people, wicked and flow of heart to believe 
the threatenings of the great Jehovah againft the wicked! What 
will you do in the day of the Lord’s fierce wrath, that makes hafte 
to come upon the world of ungodly men! What good have your 
foolifh {ports and delights done you, now they are paft? Or what 
good will they do you, when the Lord calls for your fouls ? There-' 
fore all now awake from fleep, and fee where you are ; and let the 
light of Jefus Chrift, that fhines in every one of your con{ciences, 
fearch you thoroughly, and it will let you clearly fee, for all your 
profeflion of God, Chrift, and the {criptures, you are ignorant of 
them, and enemies to them all, and your own fouls alfo; and 
being found living in’ pleafures, you are dead while you live. 
Therefore doth the Lord by many mefiengers fore-warn you, and 
calls you to repentance and deep humiliation ; that you may forfake 
the evil of your doings, own this day of your vifitation, and while 
you have time prize it ; left the things which belong to your peace 
be hid from your eyes for your difobedience and rebellion againft 
the Holy One. And then it had been good that you never had 
been born: repent, for the kingdom of heaven is athand. Again 
I fay, Repent! f 


‘ To the bowlers ‘ Given forth in Lancefton- 
‘ in the green.’ ‘ gaol, in Cornwall.’ 


Being releafed, we got horfes, rid towards Humphry Lower’s, and 
met him upon the road. He told us, ‘ He was much troubled 
‘ in his mind concerning us, and could not reft at home; but was 
* going to colonel Bennet to feek our liberty.” When we told him, 
‘ We were fet at liberty, and were going to his houfe;’ he was ex- 
ceeding glad. To his houfe we went, and had a fine,: precious 
meeting; many were convinced, and turned by the Spirit of the 
Lord to the Lord Jefus Chrift’s teaching. 

From his houfe we went to Loveday Hambley’s ; where we had a 
fine large meeting. The Lord’s power was over all; many were con- 
vinced there alfo, and turned to the Lord Jefus Chrift, their 
teacher" * 4 fie , 

After we had tarried there two or three days, we came to Thomas 
Mounce’s, were we hada general meeting for the whole county ; 
which, being very large, was held in his‘orchard. Friends from 
Plimouth were there, and from many places. The Lord’s power 
was over all, anda great convincement there was in many parts of the 
county. Their watches were down, and all was plain and open ; for 
the Lord had let me fee, before I was at liberty, that he would make 
all the country plain before us. Thomas and Ann Curtis, with an 
alderman of Reading who was convinced, had come to Lancefton to 
fee us while I was prifoner; and when Ann and:the other man re- 
turned, Thomas Curtis ftaid behind in Cornwall, and had good fer~ 


From 
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From Thomas Mounce’s we paffed to Lancefton again, and vifited 1656. 
the little remnant of friends that had been raifed up there while we >7 4 
were in prifon ; and the Lord’s plants grew finely, and were eftablithed 
on Chrift, their rock and foundation. As we were going out of town 
again, the conftable of Lancefton came running to us with the cheefe 
that had been taken from Edward Pyot; which they had kept from 
us-all this while, -and were troubled with it. But we, being now at 
liberty, would not receive it. - 
From Lancefton we came to Okington ; and Jay at an inn, which Okington. 
the mayor of the town kept. He had ftopped and taken up feveral 
friends, but was very civil to us; and was convinced in his judg- 
ment. 
From thence we came to Exeter, where many friends were in pri- Exeter: 
fon ; and amoneft the reft, James Nayler. For a little before we were 
fet at liberty, James had run out into imaginations, and a company 
with him, who raifed up a great darknefs in the nation *. He came to - 
Briftol, and made a difturbance there. From thence he was coming 
to Lancefton, to fee me; but was {topped by the way, and imprifcned 
at Exeter ; as were feveral others, one of whom, an honeft, tender man, 
died in prifon there: whofe blood lieth on the heads of his perfe- 
cutors. 
The night that we came to Exeter, I fpoke with James Nayler: for 
I faw he was out, and wrong, and fo was his company. The next 
day, being firft day, we went to vift the prifoners, and had a meeting 
with them in the prifon; but James Nayler, and fome of them could 
not ftay the meeting. There came a.corporal of horfe into the meeting, 
who was convinced, and remained a very good friend. ‘The next day 
I {poke to James Nayler again ; and he flighted what I faid, was dark, 
and much out ; yet he would have come and kiffed me. But I faid, 
« Since he had turned againft the power of God, I could not receive 
‘ © his fhew of kindnets. The Lord moved me to flight him, and to 
fet the power of God over him.’ So after I had been warring with 
the world, there was now a wicked {pirit rifen amongft friends to war 
againft. I admonifhed him and his company. When he was come 
to London, his refifting the power of God in me, and the truth that 
was declared to him by me, became one of his greateft burdens. But 
he came to fee this out-going, and'to condemn it ; and after fome time 
he returned to truth again: asin the printed relation of his repentance, 
condemnation, and recovery may be more fully feen. . 
We pafied from Exeter through Cullumpton and Taunton, vifiting Cultumpton. 
friends; and had meetings amongft them. From thence we came to Taunton. 
- Puddimoor, to William Beaton’s; where on a firft day we had a very Baddimoor. 
large meeting. A great convincement there was up and down that 
country ; many meetings we had, and the Lord’s power was over all ; 


* James Navler was a monument of human frailty, His gift in the miniftry was eminent ; 
his experience in divine things truly great. He fell through unwatchfulnefs, but was reftored 
through deep fufferings and unfeigned repentance. His own writings are the moft clear and 
lively defcription of the various difpenfations he underwent: fome of them deferve to be tranf- 


mitied to the latelt pottericy. 
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many were turned, by the power.and Spirit of God, to the Lord Jefus 


Chrift, who died for them, and came to fit under his free teaching. © 

From. thence we went to John Dando’s, where we had another pre- 
cious meeting. ‘The Lord’s power was over all, and many were con- 
vinced of God’s eternal truth. Some contention was raifed by pro- 
feflors and Baptifts, in fome places; but the Lord’s power came over 
them. From thence we came to Edward Pyot’s, near Briftol. It was 
the feventh day at night that we came thither. It was quickly noifed 
over the town, thatI was come. I had never been there before. 

On firft day morning I went to the meeting in Broadmead at Brif- 
tol; which was large and quiet. Notice was given of a meeting to be 
in the afternoon in the orchard. There was at Briftol a rude Baptift, 
named Paul Gwin, who had ufed before to make great difturbance in 
our meetings; being encouraged by the mayor, who, as was reported, 
would fometimes give him his dinner to encourage him. Such multi- 
tudes of rude people would he gather after him, that it was thought 
there had been fometimes ten thoufand people at our meeting in the 
orchard. As I was going into the orchard, the people told me, That 
Paul Gwin, the rude, jangling Baptift, was going to the meeting. I 
bid them, ‘ Never heed ; it was nothing to me, who went to it.’ When 
I was come into the orchard, I ftood upon the ftone that friends ufed 
to ftand on when they fpoke: and was moved of the Lord to put off 
my hat, and to ftand a pretty while; and let the people look at me: 
for fome thoufands of, people were there. While I thus ftood filent, 
this rude Baptift began to find fault with my hair; but I faid nothing 
to him. Then.he ran on into words; and at laft, ‘ Ye wife men of 
« Briftol,’ faid he, < I ftrange at- you, that you will ftand here; and 
‘ hear a man fpeak. and affirm that which he cannot make good.’ 
Then the Lord opened my mouth (for.as yet I had not. {poken a 
word) and I afked the people, ‘ Whether they ever heard me {peak : 
‘ or ever faw me before?’ And bid them ‘ take notice what kind of 
man this was that fhould fo. impudently fay amongft them, that I 
{poke and affirmed that. which I could not make good; and yet nei- 
ther he nor they ever heard me or faw me before. Therefore that 
was a lying, envious, malicious f{pirit that {poke in him ; and it was 
of, the devil, and not of God. [charged him in the dread and power 
of the Lord to be filent; andthe mighty power of God came over 
him, and all his company. A glorious, peaceable meeting we-had ; 
the word of life was divided amongft them; and.they were turned 
from darknefs to light, and to Jefus their Saviour. The {criptures 
were largely opened to them; and the traditions, rudiments, ways, 
and doétrines of men were laid open before the people, and they 
were turned to the light of Chrift, that with it they. might fee them, 
and fee him to lead them out of them. I opened alfo to them the 
types, figures, and fhadows of Chrift in the time’ of the law; and 
fhewed them, That Chrift was come, and had ended the types,, 
fhadows, tythes, and oaths, and put down {wearing, and had fet yea 
and nay inftead of it, and a free miniftry : for he was now come to 
teach people himfelf, and his heavenly. day was fpringing from on 
« high.’ For-many hours did I declare the word of life amongit them. 
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in the eternal power of God ; that by him they might come up into _ 1656 
the beginning and be reconciled'to him. And having turned them to pinot meen 
the Spirit of God in themfelves, that would Jead into all truth, I was ing. 
moved to pray in the mighty power of God; and the Lord’s power 
came over all. When I had done, this fellow began to babble again ; 
and John Audland was moved ‘to bid him repent, and fear God. So 
his own people and followers being afhamed of him, he paffed away, 
and never came again to difturb the meeting. The meeting broke up 
quietly, and the Lord’s power and glory fhined over all: a bleffed day 
it was, and the Lord had the praife. After a while this Paul Gwin 
went beyond-fea ; and many years after, I met with him again at Bar- 
badoes : of which in its place. 

From Briftol we returned to Edward Pyot’s, where we had a great 
meeting. The Lord’s power was over all, truth was declared and 
fpread abroad, and many were turned to Chrift Jefus, their life, 
their Prophet to teach them, their Shepherd to feed them, and their 
Bifhop to overfee them. After the meeting I had reafoning with fome 
profeflors ; and the Lord’s truth and power came over them. 

From Edward Pyot’s we pafied to Slattenford, where we had a very Slattenford: 
large meeting (Hdward Pyot and another friend being ftill with me); 
and a great turning of people there was to the Lord Jefus Chrift their 
teacher. People were glad that they were brought to know their way, 
their free teacher, and their Saviour Chrift Jefus. 

The firft day following we went to Nathaniel Crips’s houfe, who had Wilthire. 

been a juftice of peace in Wiltfhire; where it was fuppofed between 
two and three thoufand ‘people were at a meeting, and all was quiet. 
« The mighty power of God was manifeft, and people were turned to 
‘ the grace and truth in their hearts, that came by Jefus Chrift, which 
would teach them to deny all ungodlinefs and worldly lufts, and to 
live foberly and godly in this prefent world. So that every man and 
womarf might know the grace of God, which had appeared to all 
men, which was faving, and fufficient to bring their falvation. This 
teacher, the grace of God, would teach them how to live, what to 
do, and what to deny: it would feafon their words, and eftablith 
their hearts. This was a free teacher to every one of them: fo that 
they might come to be heirs of this grace, and of Chrift, by whom 
it came ; who hath ended the prophets, and the priefts that took 
tythes, and the Jewifhtemple. And as for thefe hireling priefts that 
take tythes now, and their temples (which priefts were made at 
{chools and colleges of man’s fetting up, and not by Chrift) they, 
with all their inventions, were to be denied. For the apoftles denied 
the true priefthood and temple, which God had commanded, after 
Chrift had put anend thereto. The fcriptures, and the truths therein 
contained, were largely opened, and the people turned to the Spirit 
of God in their hearts ;. that by it they might be led into all truth, 
underftand the fcriptures, know God and Chrift, and come to have 
* unity with them, and one with another in the fame Spirit.. The peo- 
ple went away generally fatisfied, and were glad that they were turned 
to Chrift Jef, their Teacher and Saviour. 
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The next day we went to Marlborough, where we had a little meet- 
ing. The feflions being held that day, they were granting.a warrant 
to fend for me; but juftice Stooks, being at the feffions, ftopped them, 
telling them there .was a meeting at his houfe yefterday, at which were © 
feveral thoufands. . So the warrant was ftopped, our mecting was quiet ; 
and feveral.received Chrift Jefus their teacher, and came into the new 
covenant, and abode in it: 

From hence we went to Newbury, where we baal a large, blefied 
meeting ; feveral were convinced. Thence we pafied to Reading, where 
we had a large, precious meeting in the Lord’s power amongift the 
plants of God. Many of other profeflions came in, were reached, and 
added to the meeting. © All was quiet, and the Lord's power was over 
all. We went from Reading to -Kingfton upon Thames, where a few 
came to us that were turned to the Lord Jetys Chrift: but fince it is 
become a large meeting. 

Leaving Kingfton, we rode to London. When we came near Hyde 
Park, we faw a great concourfe of people, and looking towards them, 
efpied the protector coming in his coach. Whereupon I rode to his 
coach-fide. Some of his life-guard would have put me away; but 
he forbad them. So I rode by his coach-fide with him, ‘ declaring 
‘ what the Lord gave me to fay to him, of his condition, and of the 
‘ fufferings of friends in the nation; fhewing him, how contrary this 

« perfecution was to Chrift and his apoftles, and to chriftianity. When 
we were come to James’s Park Gate, I left him; and at parting he 
defired me to come to his houfe. The next day, one of his wife’s 
maids, whofe name was Mary Sanders, came to me at my lodging, 
and told me, Her mafter came to her, and faid, he would tell her fome 
good news. When the afked him, What it was? He told her, George 
Fox was come to town. She replied, That was good news indeed 
(for fhe had received truth) but fhe faid, She could hardly believe him ; 
till he told her how I met him, and rode from Hyde Park tc James's 
Park with him, 

After a little time Edward Pyot and I went to Whitehall; and when 
we came before him, Dr. Owen, vice-chancellor of Oxford, was with 
him.. We were moved to * {peak to Oliver Cromwell concerning the 
‘ fufferings of friends, and laid them before him; and direted him 
* to the light of Chrift, who had enlightened every man that cometh 
‘ into the world. He faid, It was a natural light; but we fhewed 
‘ him the contrary ; and manifefted that it was divine and {piritual, 

* proceeding from Chrift the {piritual and heavenly man ; and that which 
© was called the life in Chrift the Word, was called the light in us. 
‘ The power of the Lord God arofe in me, and I was moved in it to 
‘ bid him lay down his crown at the feet of Jefus.’ Several times I 
{poke to him to the fame effect. I was ftanding by the table, and he 
came and fat upon the table’s fide by me, faying, He would be as high 
as I was: and fo continued {peaking againft the light of Chrift Jefus ; 4 


_ and went his way in a light-manner. But the Lord’s power came over 


him, fo that when he came to his wife and other company, he faid, 
‘ I never parted fo from them before: for he was judged in himéelf. 


After 
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‘After he had left us, as we were going out, many great perfonscame _ 1656. 
about us; one of them began to {peak againft the light, and againft the 
truth ; and I was made to flight him, for fpeaking fo lightly of the 

-things of God. Whereupon.one of them told me, he was.the major- 

- general of Northamptonfhire. « What!’ faid I, < our old perfecutor, 
« that has perfecuted and fent fo many of our iichds to prifon, and is 
«'a thame to chriftianity and religion! I am glad I have met with thee,’ 
faid I. So I was moved to fpeak fharply to him of his unchriftian 
carriages ; and he flunk away: for he had been a cruel perfecutor in 
Northampton hir e) 

After I had vifited the meetings of friends in and about London, I London. 
went into Buckinghamfhire, and Edward Pyot was with me; and in Buckingham. 
-feveral places in that county many received the truth. Great meetings Mire. 
we had, and the Lord’s power was eminently manifefted. I pafled Northamp- 

through Northamptonfhire and Nottinghamfhire into Lincolnfhire, tonhire. 
“After feveral meetings in Lincolnfhire, I had at laft a meeting, where Maripante: 
two knights, one called Sir Richard Wrey, the other Sir John Wrey, Lincolnhire. 
~ with chen wives, were at the meeting. One of their wives was con- 

vinced, received ‘the truth, and died in it. When the meeting was 

done, we pafled away; and it being in the evening, and dark, a com- 

pany of wild ferving men encompafied me about, with intent, as I ap- 
prehended, to have done me fome mifchief. But I {poke aid to them, 

and afked, « What are ye? highwaymen?’? Whereupon fome friends 

and friendly people behind came up to us, and knew fome of them. 

‘So I reproved them for their uncivil and rude carriage, exhorted them 

‘to fear God, and the Lord’s power came over thet, and {topped their 
mifchievous defign: bleffed be his name for ever ! 

Then ‘Iturned into Huntingdonfhire. The mayor ¢ of Huntingdon Huntingdon- 
-came to vifit ing, and was very loving, and his wife joened the ae ya 
tru th. unting' 10) 

Thence I pafied j into Cambridgefhire, and into the FenCountry ; where Cambridge- 
‘J had many meetings, and the Lord’s truth fpread. Robert Craven eats 

(who had been theif of Lincoln) Amor Stoddart, and Alexander ~ 
Parker were with me. We went to Crowland, a very rude place; Crowland. 
for the town’s people were got together at the inn we went to, and 
-were half drunk, both prieft and people. ‘ Ireproved them for their 
« drunkennefs, and warned them of the day of the Lord that was 
coming upon all the wicked ; ; exhor ting them to leave their drunken- 
© nefs, and turn to the Lord in time.’ “Whilft I was thus {peaking to 
them, and {hewing the prieft the fruits of his miniftry, the prieft and 
‘the clerk broke out into a rage, and got up the tongs and fire-fhovel 
at us: fo that had not the Lord’s power preferved us, we might have 
been murdered amongft them. Yet, for all their rudenefs and vio- 
lence, fome received the truth then; and have food in it ever fince. 

From thence we pafled to Bofton, where moft of the chief of the Rofon., 
town came to our inn, and the: people feemed to be much fatisfied. 

But there was a raging man in the yard; and Robert Craven was moved 
to {peak to him, and told him, He fhamed chriftianity ; which, with 
fome few Se ‘words fo ftopped the man, that he went away quiet. 
Some. were convinced there alfo. 
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Thus we had large meetings up and down; for I travelled into 
Yorkthire, and returned out of Holdernefs, over Humber, vifiting 
friends ; and then going into Leicefterfhire, Staffordthire, Worcefter- — 
fhire, and Warwickfhire, among friends. I had a meeting at Edge- 
hill. There came to it Ranters, Baptifts, and feveral forts of rude - 
people; for I had fent word about three weeks before, to have a 
meeting there ; fo that hundreds of people were gathered, and many 
friends came from far to it. The Lord’s everlaiting truth and word 
of life reached over all; rude and unruly fpirits were chained down; 
and many that day were turned to the Lord Jefus Chnit, by his 
power and Spirit, who came to fit under his blefied free teaching, 
and to be fed with his eternal, heavenly food. All was peaceable ; 
the people paffed quietly away, and fome of them faid, It was a 
mighty, powerful ‘meeting: for the prefence of the Lord was felt, 
and his power and Spirit amongft them. _ : yi 

From hence I pafied to Warwick, and to Bagley; having precious, 
meetings. ‘From thence into Gloucefterfhire, and fo to Oxford, 
where the fcholars were very rude; but the Lord’s power came over 
them, and great mectings we had up and down, as we travelled. 
Then I went to colonel Grimes’s, where was a very large meeting ; 
and from thence to Nathaniel Crips’s, where came another juftice to 
the meeting, who was alfo convinced. At Cirencefter alfo we had a 
meeting, which is much increafed ; fo we came to Evefham again, — 
where I met John Cam. 

Thus having travelled over moft part of the nation, I returned to 
London, having cleared myfelf of that which lay upon me from the. 
Lord. For after I was releafed out of Lancefton gaol, I was moved 
of the Lord to travel over moft parts.of the nation (the truth. be- 
ing now fpread, and finely planted in moft places) that I might an- 
fwer, and remove out of the minds of people fome objections, which 
envious priefts and profeffors had raifed and {pread concerning us. 
For, what Chrift faid of falfe prophets and antichrifts coming in the 
laft days, that they applied to us; and faid, We were they. _ 

Therefore was I moved to open this through the nation, and to 
fhew, ‘ That they, who faid we were the falfe prophets, antichritts, 
« and deceivers, that fhould come in the laft days, were indeed them~ 
‘ felves they. For when Chrift told his difciples in the viith and 
‘ xxivth of Matthew, that falfe prophets and antichrifts fhould come 
‘ in the laft times, and, if it were poflible, fhould deceive the very 
* elect, he faid, «* By their fruits ye fhall know them: for they 
«« fhould be inwardly ravening wolves, haying the fheeps cloathing.” 
«© And,’ faid he, ‘“ do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thif- 
*¢ tles?” as much as to fay, Their nature and {pirit fhould be like a ~ 
* thorn, or like athiftle ; and he bids his difciples not go after them. . 
‘ But before the difciples were deceafed, the antichrifts, falfe pro- | 
« phets, and deceivers were come. For John in his firft epiftle faid, . 
<¢ Little children, it is the laft time ; and as ye have heard that anti- 
** chrift {hall come, even now are there many antichrifts, whereby | 
«* we know that it is the laft time.” So here, as Chrift faid to his 
‘ difciples, They fhould come; the difciples faw they were come: 
* as may be feen at Jarge in Peter, Jude, John, and other places of 

* {cripture ; 
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© faid, “ They went out from us;” the falfe prophets, antichrifts, fe- 
« ducers, and deceivers, went out from the church; “ But you,” faid 
« he'to‘the church, ‘“ have an anointing which abideth in you; and 
« you need not that any man teach you, but as the fame anointing 
«© teacheth you of all things; and as it hath taught you, ye fhall abide 
«in him.” Chrift faid to his difciples, «« Go not after them, for they 
«¢ are inwardly ravening wolves ;” and John exhorts the faints to the 
« anointing within them ; and the reft of the apoftles exhort the churches 
« to the grace, the light, the truth, the Spirit, the word of faith, and 
« to Chrift in their hearts, the hope of glory. Chrift told the faints, 
« that the Spirit of truth, the Holy Ghoft, fhould be their leader into 
« all trath ; and Jude exhorts the church to “ pray in the Holy Ghoft,” 
« and “ to be built up in their moft holy faith, which Chrift was the 
« author of.” Chrift, by his fervant John, exhorted the feven churches 
«© to hear what the Spirit faid to the churches ;” and this was an inward 
« “fpiritual hearing. Chrift fays, the inwardly-ravening wolves fhould 
« have the fheeps cloathing. Paul {peaks of fome in his time that 
« had a form of godlinefs, but denied the power. John faid, “ They 
«¢ went out from us.” Jude faid, ‘* They go in Cain’s way, and in 
«© Balaam’s and Corah’s way.” By all which it may be clearly feen, 
« that the falfe prophets and antichrifts, which Chrift foretold fhould 
« come, the apoftles faw were come; and in their day the laft time 
‘ was begun. ‘Thefe went from them into the world, and the world 

went after them! Thefe were the fore-men, the leaders of the world, 


that brought them into a form of godlinefs, but inwardly ravened | 


from the power and Spirit! Thefe have the fheeps cloathing, the 
words of Chrift, of the prophets, and of the apoftles; but are in- 


wardly ravened from the power and Spirit that they were in who . 


gave forth the feriptures. Thefe have made up the beaft, and the 
whore! Thefe have gotten the dragon’s power, the murdering, de- 
ftroying, perfecuting power! And thefe are they that the world won- 


ders after! Thefe have drunk the blood of ‘the martyrs, prophets, . 


have fet up the falfe, compelling worfhips, and have drunk the blood . 


of the faints, that will not drink of their cup! Thefe have made the 
cage for the unclean birds, that have their feveral unclean notes in 
their cage; which cage is made up by the power of darknefs, and 
unclean ghoft: and the birds of the cage deny the Holy Ghoft, and 
the power of God, which the apoftles were in, to be now manifefted 
in the faints! Thus fince Chrift faid, the falfe prophets and antichrifts 
-fhould come, and the apoftle faid, They were come, the beaft’s and 
« the dragon’s worfhip hath been fet up; the whore is got up with 
« her fallé prophets, her cage hath been made, all nations have drunk 
« of her cap’of fornication, the blood of the martyrs and faints they 
* have dfunk, and the true church hath fled into the wildernefs. All 
« this fince the apoftles days. Yet the blind deceivers of all forts, the 
* antichrifts and falfe prophets of our age, would make us and people 
‘ believe that the falfe prophets, antichrifts, and deceivers are come 
“ bei a et thd gk 4 ied . . , ‘ « but 
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began to come above fixteen hundred years ago. And ye may fee 
what work and confufion they have made in the world ; how much 
blood thefe Cains have drunk,: that went in Cain’s way: which 
blood cries to God for vengeance upon Chriftendom! And how 
thefe Balaams, who have erred from the power of the Spirit which 
the apoftles were in, have coveted after other men’s eftates, the 
many gaols, courts, and {poiling of goods will bear witnefs. And 
how thefe Corahs have gainfayed the life, power, and {pirit which 
the apoftles and true church were in, and the free teaching of 

Chrift and of his apoftles, ‘and the work of their miniftry, which 
was ‘* to prefent every man perfect in Chrift Jefus,” hath been 
evident. 

‘ Therefore in the name and power of the Lord Jefus was I fent 
to preach again the everlafting gofpel, which had been preached be- 
fore unto Abraham, and in the apoftles days; and was to go over 
all nations, and to be preached to every creature. For as the 
apoftafy hath gone over all nations fince the apoftles days, fo that 
the nations are become as waters, unftable, being gone from 
Chrift, the foundation ; fo muft the gofpel, the power of God, go 
over all nations again. We find the falfe prophets, antichrifts, 
deceivers, whore, falfe church, beaft, and his worfhip in the 
dragon’s power, have got up in the times betwixt the apoftles and 
us. For Chrift faid, «« They fhould come;” and the apoftles faw, 
«¢ They were come,” and coming in their days ; and that they went 
« forth from them, and the world went after them. And now hath 
« the Lord raifed us up beyond them, and fet us over them in the 
everlafting gofpel, the power of God: that as all have been 
darkened by the beafts, whore, falfe prophets, and antichrifts, fo 
the everlafting gofpel may be preached again by us to all nations, 
and to every creature, which will bring life and immortality to 
light in them, that they may fee over the devil and his falfe pro- 
phets, antichrifts, feducers and deceivers, and over the whore and 
beaft, and to that which was before they were. ‘This meflage of 
the glorious, : everlafting gofpel was I fent forth to declare and 
publifh, and thoufands by it are‘turned to God, having received it; 
and are come into {ubjection to it, and into the holy order of it. 
And fince I have declared this mefiage in this part of the world and 
in America, and have written books of the fame, to fpread it uni- 
verfally abroad, the blind prophets, preachers, and deceivers have 
« given over telling us, the falfe prophets fhould ‘come in the laft 
* times ;” fora great light is fprung up and fhines over their heads ; 
« fo that every child in truth fees the folly of their fayings. 

‘ Then they got other objections againft us, and invented fhifts to 
© fave themfelves from truth’s ftroke. For when we blamed them 
* for taking tithes, which came from the tribe of Levi, and were fet 
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_* up here by the Romifh church, they would plead, «* ‘That Chrift 


* told the fcribes and pharifees, they ought to pay tithes of mint, 
‘« anife, and cummin, though they neglected the weightier matters:” 
* and that Chrift faid, “ The {tribes and pharifees fat in Mofes’s 
“ feat, therefore all that they bid you do, that do and obferve.” And 
: 5 * when 
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* when we told them they were envious perfecuting priefts, they 165°: 
« would reply, “ That fome preached Chriit of envy, and fome of pondon. 


«¢ contention, and fome of good-will.” Now thefe feriptures and 
© others fuch-like they would bring to datken the minds of their 
‘ hearers, and to perfuade them and us, ‘“* That we ought todo as 
«« they fay, though they themfelves were like the pharifees ; and that 
<< we fhould rejoice when envious men and men of ftrife preached 
«« Chrift; and that we fhould give them the tithes as the Jews did 
<< to the tribe of Levi.” Thefe were fair gloffes; here was a great 
« heap of hufks, but no kernel. Now this was their blindnefs ; for 
« the Levitical priefthood Chrift hath ended, and difannulled the 
‘ commandment that gave them tithes, and the law by which thofe 
« priefts were made. Chrift did not come after that order, neither 
« did he fend forth his minifters after that order ; for thofe of that 
‘ order were to take tithes for their maintenance, but his minifters 
he fent forth freely. And as for hearing the pharifees and the 
Jews paying tithes of mint, anife, and cummin, that was before 
« Chrift was facrificed and offeredup; the Jews were then to do the 
‘ Jaw, and perform their. offerings and facrifices which the Jewifh 
‘ priefts did teach them. But after Chrift was offered up; he bid 
* them then, “ Go into all nations and preach the gofpel ; and lo,” 
« {aid he, ‘‘ I will be with you to the end of the world ;” and in an- 
© other place he faith, «« I willbeinyou.” He did not bid them go 
€ to hear the pharifees then, and pay tithe of mint, anife, and cum- 
‘ minthen; but ‘“* Go, preach the gofpel, and believe in the Lord 
‘© Jefus and be faved, and receive the gofpel,” which would bring 
< people off from the Jews, the tithes, the Levitical law, and the of- 
‘ ferings thereof, to Chrift, the one Offering, made once for all. O 
« what work had the apoftle both with the Galatians and the Romans 
* to bring them off the law to the faith in Chrift ! 

« Andas for the apoftle’s faying, ‘‘ Some preached Chrift of envy 
‘© and ftrife,” &c. That was at the firft fpreading 6f Chrift’s name 
* abroad, when they were in danger not only to be caft out of the fy- 
* nagogues, but to be {toned to death, that confeffed to the name of 


¢ 


Jefus ; as may be feen by the uproars that were among the Jews 
« and Diana’s worfhippers at the preaching of Chrift. So the apoftle 
« might well rejoice if the envious, and men of ftrife and contention 
€ did preach Chrift at that time; though they thought thereby to 
é add affliction to his bonds. But afterward, when Chrift’s name 
« was {pread abroad, and many had got a form of godlinefs but denied 
« the power thereof, ‘‘ Envious, proud, contentious men, men of 
‘¢ ftrife, covetous men, teachers for filthy lucre,” the apoftle com- 

manded the faints to turn from, and not to have any fellowfhip 
with them. And the deacons and minifters were firft to be proved, 
to feeif they were in the power of godlinefs, and the Holy Ghoft 
made them overfeers and preachers., So it may be feen how the 
priefts have abufed thefe fcriptures for their own ends, and have 
wrefted them to their own deftruction, to juftify envious, conten- 
tious men; and mien of ftrife. Whereas the apoftle fays, «« The 
‘man of God mutt be patient, and apt to teach ;” and they were to 
© follow Chrift, as they had them for their examples. The apoftle 
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‘ indeed was very tender to people, while he faw them walk in fim- 
‘ plicity, as in the cafe of thofe that were fcrupulous about meats:and 
‘ days; but when the apoftle faw, that fome drew them into the ob- 
‘ fervation of days, and to fettle in fuch things, he then reproves 
‘ them fharply, and afks them, “ Who had bewitched them?” So 
é 


in the cafe of marrying he was tender, left their minds fhould be... ; 
‘ drawn from the Lord’s joining ; but when they came to forbid — 


‘ marriage, and to fet up rules for meats and drinks, he called it a 
«© doétrine of devils,” and an ‘ erring from the true faith.” So alfo 
* he was tender concerning circumcifion, and in tendernefs fuffered 
* fome to be circumcifed ; but when he faw they went to make a 
« fect of it, and to fet up circumcifion as a ftanding practice, he told 
* them plainly, ** If they were circumcifed, Chrift would profit them 
‘* nothing.” In like manner he was tender concerning the bap- - 
‘ tizing with water; but when he faw they began to make fects 
* about it, fome crying up Paul, others Apollos, he judged them, and 
* called them carnal, and thanks God he had baptized no more but 
* fuch and fuch; declaring plainly, that he was fent to preach the 
* gofpel, and not to baptize ; and brome them to the one baptifm 
* by the one fpirit, into the one body, which Chrift, the fpiritual man, 
* is the head of; and exhorted the church, * all to drink into that one | 
“ Spirit.” For he afferted in the church the one faith, which Chrift 
* was the author of ; and one baptifm, which was that of the Spirit 
* into the one body; and one Lord Jefus Chrift, who was the fpiritual 
* baptizer, bis Me faid fhould come after him. And further the 
‘ apoftle declared, that they, who worfhipped and ferved God in the 
* Spirit, were of the circumcifion of the Spirit, which was “ not 
“ made with hands ;” by which the “ body of the fins of the flefh 
“" was put off :” which circumcifion Chrift is the minifter of. i 
* Another great objection they had, * That the Quakers denied 
** the facrament,” as they called it, ‘* of bread and wine, which,” they 
* faid, “* they were to take, and do in remembrance of Chrift to the — 
*« end of the world.” A great deal of work we had with the priefts 
‘ and profeflors about this, and about the feveral modes of receiving 
it in Chriftendom, fo called: for fome of them take it kneeling, ~ 


~ 


the difciples took it. For they took it in a chamber after fupper.; — 
but thefe generally take it before dinner; and fome fay, after the 
prieft hath bleffed it, it is «‘ Chrift’s body.” But as to the matter, 
Chrift faid, «‘ Do this in remembrance of me.” He did not tell 
them how oft they fhould do it, or how long; neither did he en- 
join them to do it always as long as they lived, or that all believers 
in him fhould doit to the world’s end. The apoftle Paul, who was ° 
not converted till after Chrift’s death, tells the Corinthians, that he 
* had received of the Lord that which he delivered unto them con- . 
* cerning this matter, and relates Chrift’s words concerning the cup 
‘ thus; “ This do ye,” as oftas ye drink it, © in remembrance of — 
* me:” and himfelf adds, ‘For [as often as] ye do eat this bread, 
« and drink this cap, ye do fhew the Lord’s death till he come.” 
‘ So according to what the apoftle here delivers, neither Chrift nor 
‘ he did enjoin people to do this always, but leaves it to their liberty, 
$6 [as 
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fome fitting ; but none of them‘all, that ever I could find, take it as 
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« [as oft as yedrink it, &c.]” The Naik did ufe to take a cup, and 1656. 
« to break bread and divide it among them in their feafts ; as may be po4X, 


~ £ feen inthe Jewifh Antiquities ;, fo the breaking of bread and drink- 

bse f Ihe, OF aig were Jewifh rites, which were not to laft always, 
_. * They did-alfo baptife with water, which made it not feem a ftrange 
~ * thing to them, when John the Baptift came with his decreafing 
* miniftration of water-baptifm. But as to the bread and wine, 
* after the difciples had taken it, fome of them queftioned whether 
© Jefus was the Chrift? For fome of them faid, after he was cruci- 

* fied, ** We trufted that it had been he which fhould have redeemed 
ae ' © Tfrael,” &c. And though the Corinthians had the bread and 
_ £ wine, and were baptifed in water, the apoftle told them they 
“£ were “ reprobates, if Chrift was not in them;” and bid them 
examine themfelves.”, And as the apoftle faid, « As oft as ye 

« do cat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do fhew forth the Lord’s 

» © death [till he come] ;” fo Chrift had {aid before that he was the 
~“ Dread of life,” which ‘* came down from Heaven ;” and that ‘ he 

** would come, and dwell in them ;” which the apoftles did witne(s 

y * fulfilled; and exhorted others to feek for that which ‘‘ comes down 
*¢ from above :” but the outward bread and wine, and water, are 
. £ not from above, but from below. Now ye that cat and drink this 
_ ~ £ outward bread and wine in remembrance of Chrift’s death, and 
_ ¢ have your fellowfhips in that, will ye come no nearer to Chrift’s 

‘ death than to take bread and wine in remembrance of it? After 

* ye have eaten in remembrance of his death, ye muft come into his 

* «© death, and die with him, as the apoftles did, if ye will live with 
~ © him. This is a nearer and further advanced ftate, to be with him 
-* in the fellowfhip of his death, than only to take bread and wine in 
_* remembrance of it. You muft have fellowfhip with Chrift in 
‘ his fufferings ; if ye will reign with him, ye muft fuffer with 
‘ him; if ye will live with him, ye muft die with him; and if ye 

* die with him, ye muft be buried with him ; and being buried with 

_ © himin the true baptifm, ye alfo rife with him. Then having fuf- 
. - © fered with him, died with him, and been buried with him, if ye 
«are rifen with Chrift, ‘ feck thofe things which are above, where 


«© Chrift fitteth on the right hand of God.” Eat the bread which 

~ -* comes down from above, which is not outward bread ; and drink 

+ € the cup of falvation which he gives in his kingdom, which is not 
‘ ¥ ae 


whet “outward wine. And then there will not be a looking at the things 
* - that are feen (as outward bread and wine and water are): for, as 
_ © fays the apoftle, "The things that are feen are temporal, but the 

_ © thingsthat are not {cen are eternal.” So here are many ftates and 
. * conditions to be gone through before people come to fee that, and 
partake of that which «* cometh down from aboye.” For firft, 

* There was “ a taking of the outward bread and wine in remem- 
7 “ branee of Chrift’s death.” This was temporary, and not of ner 

: 7 Fae at their liberty, ‘* As oftas ye do it,” &c. Secondly, 


‘ Ge 
‘ There mutt be ‘* a coming into his death, a fuffering with Chrift ;” 
* and this is of neceflity to falvation ; and not temporary, but con- 
* tinual: there mu(t be “a dying daily.” Thirdly, * a being buried 
with Chritt.” Fourthly, ‘ arifing with Chrift.” Fifthly, pect 
es Aiaiaaatiae is Se « they 
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‘¢ above, a feeking the bread that comes down from heaven,” and a 
* feeding’ on that and having fellowfhip in that.” For outward 
« bread, wine, and water are from below, and are vifible-and tem- 
© poral; but, faith the apoftle, «* We look not at things that are 
“ feen, for the things that are feen are temporal, but the things that 


‘« are not feen are eternal.” So the fellowfhip that ftands in the ufe 
_ € of bread, wine, water, circumcifion, outward temple, and things 


< feen will have an end : but the fellowfhip which ftands in the gof- 
« pel, the power of God, which was before the devil was, and which 
* brings life and immortality to light, by which people may fee over 
¢ the devil that has darkened them, this fellowfhip is eternal, and 


will ftand.. And all that are in it feek that which is heavenly and | 


eternal, which comes down from above, and are fettled in the 
« eternal myftery of the fellowfhip of the gofpel, which is hid from 
« all eyes that look only at vifible things. The apoftle told the 
© Corinthians, who were in diforder about water, bread, and wine, 
« that he « defired to know nothing among{t them, but Jefus Chrift, 
«« and him crucified.” Kren 


Thus were the objections which the priefts and profeffors had raifed 
againft friends anfwered, and the ftumbling-blocks they had laid 
in the way of the weak removed. And as things were thus opened, 
people came to fee over them and through them, and to have their 
minds fettled upon the Lord Jefus Chrift, their free teacher: which 
was the fervice for which I was moved to travel over the nation after 
my imprifonment in Lancefton gaol. In this year the Lord’s truth 
was finely planted over the nation, and many thoufands were tufned 
to the Lord ; infomuch that there were feldom fewer than one thou- 
fand in prifon in this nation for truth’s teftimony; fome for tithes, 
fome for going to the fteeple-houfes, fome for contempts, as they 
called them, fome for not fwearing, and others for not putting off 
their hats, &c. 

After I had vifited moft parts of the nation, and was come to 
London again, finding that evil fpirit at work which had drawn 
J. N. and his followers out of the truth, to run friends into heats ~ 
about him, I wrote a fhort epiftle to friends, as followeth: ©. 
« FUNO all the ele& feed of God called Quakers, where the death - 

_ is brought into death, and the elder is fervant to the younger, | 
and the eleét is known, which cannot be deceived, but obtains — 
victory. This is the word of the Lord God to you all, Go not’ 
forth to the aggravating part, to ftrive with it out of the power of » 
God, left ye hurt yourfelves, and run into the fame ‘nature, out of 
the life. For patience muft get the victory, and to anfwer that of - 
God in every one, which mutt bring every one to it to bring them 
from the contrary. Let your moderation, temperance, and pa- 
tience be known unto all men in the feed of God. For that which 
reacheth to the aggravating part without life, fets up the aggravating 
part and breeds. confufion ; and hath a life in outward {trife, but 
reacheth not to the witnefs of God in every one, through which — 

2 . : « they. 
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‘ they might come into peace and covenant with God, and fellow- 
« fhip one with another. ‘Therefore that which reacheth this wit- 
< nefs of God in yourfelves, and in others, is the life and light ; 


« which will out-laft all, is over all, and will overcomeall. There- 
© fore inthe feed of life live, which bruifeth the feed of death. 


« Gae. 


I wrote another fhort epiftle to friends to encourage them to keep 
up their meetings in the Lord’s power ; which here followeth: 


© Dear friends, 


Therefore be wife in the wifdom of God, which is from above, 
by which all things were made and created; that that may be 
juftified among you, and you all kept in the folid life, which was 
“ before death was ; and in the light which was before darknefs was 
‘ with all its works. In. which light and life ye all may feel and 
« have heavenly unity and peace, poffefling the gofpel-fellowthip 
« that is everlafting ; which was before that which doth not laft for 
« ever, and will remain when that is gone. For the gofpel being the 
« power of God, is pure and everlafting. Know it to be your por- 
* tion; in which is ftability, life, and immortality, fhining over that 
‘ which darkens the mortal. So be faithful every one to God in 
« your meafures of his power and life, that ye may anfwer God’s 
* love and mercy to you, as obedient children of the Moft High ; 
¢ dwelling in love, unity, peace, and innocency of heart towards one 
¢ another ; that God may be glorified in you, and you kept faithful 
~€ witneffes for him, and valiant for the truth on earth. God Al- 
“ mighty preferve you all to his glory, that ye may feel his blefling 
- © among you, and that ye may be poffleflors thereof. 


n nw a n an 
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“About this time many mouths being opened in our meetings to 
declare the goodnefs of the Lord, fome that were young and tender 
in the truth would fometimes utter a few words in thankfgiving and 
praifes to God; that no diforder might arife from thence in our 

- meetings, I was moved to write an‘epiftle to friends by way of advice 
in that matter: : . 


A LL my dear friends in the noble feed: of God, who have 


¢ 
« +4 known his power, life, and prefence among you, let it be 


* your joy to hear or fee the fprings of life break forth in any ; thro’ 
which ye have all unity in the fame, feeling life and power. And 
above all things take heed of judging any one openly in your meet- 
ings, except they be openly prophane or rebellious, fuch as are out 
of the truth; that by the power, life, and wifdom ye may ftand 

over them, and'by it anfwer the witnefs of God in the world, that 

* fuch, whom ye bear your teftimony againft, are none of you : that 

eee a : « therein 
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| Aeebate your meetings in the power of the Lord; which power 


is over all that which is in the fall and muft have an end. 
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‘ therein the truth may ftand clear and fingle. But. fuch as are 
-* tender, if they fhould be moved to bubble forth a few words, 
« and fpeak in the feed and Lamb’s power, fuffer and bear that ; 
¢ that is, the tender. And if they thould go beyond their meafure, 
‘ bear it in the meeting for peace and order’s fake, and that the 
« fpirits of the world be not moved againft you. But when the. 
« meeting is done, if any be moved to fpeak to them, between you 
‘ and them, one or two of you that feel it in the life, do it in the 
‘ Jove and wifdom that is pure and gentle from above, for love is 
‘ that which edifies, bears all things, fuffers long, and fulfils the 
‘law. In this ye have order and edification, ye have wifdom 
« to preferve you all wife andin patience ; which takes away the oc- 
¢ cafion of ftumbling the weak, and the occafion of the {pirits of 
‘ the world to get up: but.in the royal feed, the heavy ftone, ye 
‘ keep down all that is wrong, and by it anfwer that of God in all. 
© For ye will hear, fee, and feel the power of God preaching, as your. _ 
« faith is wholly in it (when ye do not hear words) to bind, to chain, 
« to limit, to fruftrate, that nothing fhall rife nor come forth but what 
‘« isin the power ; with that ye will hold back, with that ye will let 
‘ up and open every fpring, plant, and {park ; in which will be your 
‘ joy and refrefhment in the power of God. Ye that know the 
‘ power of God and are come to it, which is the crofs of Chritt, 
‘ that crucifies you to the ftate that Adam and Eve were in in the 
*. fall, and fo to the world, by this power of God ye come to fee the 
« ftate that Adam and Eve were in before they fell: which power of 
‘ God is the crofs, in which ftands the everlafting glory, which, 
‘ brings up into righteoufnefs and holinefs, the image of God, and 
« crucifies to unrighteoufnefs and unholinefs, the image of fatan, that 
* Adam and Eve and.heir fons and daughters are in under the fall. 
‘ Through this power of God ye come to fee the ftate they were in 
« before they fell; yea, and I fay, to an higher ftate, to the Seed 
* Chrift, the Second Adam, by whom all things were made. For 
‘ man hath been driven from God. All Adam and Eve’s fons and 
‘ daughters, being in the ftate of the fall in the earth, are driven from 
‘ God. . But it is faid, **. The church is in God; the Father of our 
*¢ Lord Jefus Chrift :” fo who come to the church, which is in God 
* the Father of Chrift, they muft come to God again, out of the 
* ftate that Adam and hischildren are in in the fall, out of the image 
‘ of God, out of righteoufnefs and holinefs ; andthey muft come into 
« the righteoufne(fs, into the true holinefs, the image of God, and out. 
‘ of the earth whither man hath been driven, when they come to the 
* church which is in God. ‘The way to this is Chrift, the Light, the 
‘ Life, the Truth, the Saviour, the Redeemer, the Sanétifier, and: 
‘ the Juftifier, in and through whofe power, light, and life, con-- 
‘ verfion, regeneration, and tranflation is known from death to life, 
* from darknefs to light, and from the power of fatan to God again. 
‘ Thefe are members of the true church, who know the work of re- 
* generation in. the operation and feeling of it; and being come to be: 


_* members of the church of God, they are indeed members one of 


‘ another in the power of God, which was before the power of dark- 
; : © nefs 
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« nefs was. So they that come to the church that is in God and .15°. 
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driven from God, to know.the ftate that he was in before he fell. 
But they that live in the ftate that Adam was in in the fall, and can- 
not believe a poffibility of coming into the ftate he was in before-he 
fell, come not to the church which is in God ;, but are far from that, 
are-not pafied from death to life, but are enemies to the crofs of 
Chrift, which is the power of God. For they mind earthly things, 
and ferve not Chrift.; nor love the power which fhould bring them 
up to the ftate that Adam was in before he fell; and crucify them. 


_to the ftate that man is in in the fall; that through this power they; 


might fee to the beginning, the power that man was in before the 
heavenly image, holinefs and righteoufhefs. was loft : by which power 


they might come to know the Seed, Chrift, which brings out of the old, 
things, and makes all things new ; in which life eternal is felt.. For. 
“all the poornefs, emptinefs, and barrenne(s is in the ftate that man is 


in in the fall, out of God’s power; by which power he is made rich 
again, and in which power he hath ftrength again; which power is 
the crofs, in which the myftery of the fellowthip flands; and in 


which is the true glorying, which crucifies to all other gloryings. And, 


friends, though ye may have been convinced, and have tafted of the 
power, and felt the light, yet afterwards ye may feel a winter-ftorm,, 
tempeft and hail, froft and cold, and temptation in the wildernefs. 


Be patient and ftill in the power and in the light that doth convince, 
_ you, to keep your minds to God ; in that be quiet, that ye may come, 


to the fummer ; that your flight be not in the winter. For if ye fit 
ftill in the patienee which overcomes in the power of God, there. 


will be no flying. The hufbandman, after he hath fown his feed, is, 
patient. And ye by the power being kept in the patience, will come, 


by the light to fee through and feel over winter-ftorms and tempefts, 
and all the coldnefs, barrennefs, and emptinefs: and the fame light 
and power will go over the tempter’s head; which power and light. 
was before he was. So in the light ftanding ftill, ye will fee your, 
falvation, ye will fee the Lord’s ftrength, ye will fee] the {mall rain,, 
ye will feel the freth {prings, your minds being ia low in the power. 
and light: for that which is out of the power lifts up, But in the, 
power and light ye will feel God, revealing his fecrets, in{piring your 
minds, and his gifts coming in unto you ; through which your hearts. 


will be filled with God’s love, and praifes to him that lives for ever- 


more: for in his light and power his bleffing is received. So in, 
that, the eternal power of the Lord Jefus Chrift preferve and keep. 
you! Live every one in the power of God, that ye may all come to 
be heirs of that, and know that to be your portion ; even the king-. 
dom that hath no end, and the endlefs life which the Seed is heir 
of. Feel that fet over all, which hath the promife and blefling of 
God forever, xorg <3 | : | 
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About this time I received fome lines from a high-flown profelfor, 


concerning the’ way of ‘Chaft, to which I einet the following an- 
wer: 


¥ ‘Wraa 
T is not circumftances we contend about, but the way of. Chrift 


© I and his light, which are but one ;-though the world hath imagined 
- © many ways, and all out of the light, ehhh by the light are con- 
« demned. He who preached this light, faid; “ He that knoweth 


“ God, heareth us; he that is not of God, heareth us not: hereby 


© know we the Spirit of truth, and the {pirit of error.” It is the fame 


© now with them that know the truth; though the whole world. lies 
in wickednefs. * All difpenfations and differences that are not one in 
the light we deny ; and by the light, that was before feparation, do 
we fee them to be felf-feparations in the fenfual, having not the 
Spirit. Their fruits and end are weighed in the-even balance, and. 
found to be in the dark, the Lo-here, and Lo-there thou telleft of ; 
and the prefence of Chrift is not with them, though the blind fee 
it not; who fee not with the pure eye, which is fingle ; but with the 
many eyes, which lead into the many ways. Nor are any the people 
of God, but who are baptized into this principle of light 5 which 
all the faithful fervants of the Lord were ever guided by in all ages, 
fince the apoftafy and before. For the apoftafy was and is from 
the light ; and all that oppofe the light are apoftates. Who con- 
teft againft the truth, are enemies to it, and are not actuated by yy the 
Spirit ; but have another way than the light. All fuch are in the 
‘world, its words, fafhions, and cuftoms, though of feveral forms, 
‘as to their worfhip; yet all under the god of this world, oppofing 
the light and appearance of Chrift, which fhould lead out from un- 
der his power, of what form foever they are; yet are they all joined 
againft the light. All thefe are of the world; and fighting againft 
‘them who are not of the world, but are gathered and gathering 
out of. the world: fo it ever was again{t the people of God, under 
what name foeyer. They only are faints by calling, who are calied 
into the light ; and fons of Sion, which vary not from the light, to 
which the Spirit is promifed, which is not tied to any forge out of 
the light; wherein all inherit, who are co-heirs with Chrift; which 
many talk of, who inherit the earthly, inftead of the heavenly. And 
whereas thou {peakeft of Chrift and his apoftles cloathing themfelves — 
with the fayings and words of the prophets ; and of their being your 
example in fo doing; I fay, wolves will take the fheeps cloathing ; 
but the-light and life finds them out, and judges (not by their ftolen 
words, but) by their works. Nor did Chiift cover hitnfelf with z any 
: words, but what were fulfilled in him; neither do any of Chrift’s 
« ‘boaft in other men’s lines made ready without them ; to which rule 
“if ye be obedient, fewer words and more life will be feen among 
pits “Then ye will not count it. ftraitnefs to filence the flefh; and , 
ear what he faith, who {peaks peace, “that his people turn no more 
CEO: folly.” - “If ye once know, that what is ftolen.muft-be reftored - 
F  Hotetls the moiith of the falfe. Prophet will be ftopped, which builds 


up 


wn 


\ 


GEORGE FOX's JOURNAL, 22% 


© up in deceit, but not in righteoufnefs, And whereas thou fayeft, 1656. 
© The Spirit of truth affords nothing but endlefs varieties;” I fay, ba a 
‘ the Spirit of truth thou knoweft not: for the Spirit of truth 
faid, “« There is but one thing needful;” and to {peak the fame 
thing again is fafe for the hearers; but that fpirit which af- 
fords nothing but endlefs varieties, is not the Spirit of truth, but is 
gone out into curious notions ; and the number of his names and co- 
lours is read no-where but in the unity of the Spirit of truth. All 
others call truth deceit, and deceit truth, as the blind that oppofed the 
light ever did, who are ever learning endlefs varieties, but never able 
to come to the knowledge of the truth, nor to an end of their la- 
bours: but when they are out of one form get into another, fo long 
‘as they can find a green tree without. Thus ye are kept at work all 
your life, and to the grave in forrow, as the dumb priefts, thou telleft 
of; have been before you; only ye have got a finer image, but lefs 
life. And thou, whofe teaching hath no end, art in the horfe-mill 
thou fpeakeft of. I have read the epiftles to Timothy, and to the 
Hebrews ; and there I find, the duty of all believers is to fee the 
law of the new covenant written in the heart, whereby all may know 
God, from the leaft to the.greateft.. I know the holy fcriptures are 
profitable for. the man of God; but what is that to the man of fin, 
to the firft-born, who is out of the light, and being unftable and 
unlearned, wreft them to their own deftruction ; but to the life can- 
not come? And for your two ordinances thou fpeakeft of, I fay, 
upon the fame account ye deny the priefts of the world therein, we 
deny you ;’ being both of you not only out of the life, but out of the 
form too. That command, Matth. xxvili. 19. ye never had, nor its 
ower ; which was, ‘‘ To baptize into the name of the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoft.” What Paul received of the Lord, that body and 
that bread, ye know as little of, but what ye have found in the chap- 
ter ; nor of the coming of Chrift neither, who cannot believe his 
light. And whereas thou fpeakeft of preaching Chrift of envy, and 
pleadeft for it; I fay, fuch preachers we have enough of in thefe 
days. What elfe art thou doing, who fayeft, Paul was fent to bap- 
tize ; though Paul fays, he was not: fo thou wouldeft prove him a 
lyar, if any would believe thee before him. ‘Thou fayeft alfo, ‘* For 
aught thou knoweft, he might baptize thoufands.” Thou mighteft 
as eafily have faid millions, and as foon have proved it. Thou mayeft 
fay the fame of circumcifion alfo, and onthe fame ground. As for 
the figns that followed thofe that believed, which thou fayeft are 
ceafed; I fay, they who cannot receive the light cannot fee the 
figns, nor could believe them, if they fhould fee them to carp at; 
no more than formerly they could do, who oppofed the light in 
former ages. ‘They cannot properly be faid to ceafe to fuch, who 
never had them ; but have only heard or read that others long ago 
had them. But that the power, and figns, and prefence of God is 
not the fame that ever it was, in the méafure wherein he is received 
in the light, that Ideny ; and declare it to be falfe, and from a fpi- 
rit that knows not God, nor his power. And as for the gofpel- 
foundation thou fpeakeft of, I fay, it is to be laid again in all the 
world. Ye never were on it, fince the man of fin fet up his forms 
; , 3K ‘ without 
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‘ without power. ‘Till ye can own’ the light of Chrift, which the 
* faints preached, and their life and practice ; for fhame, ceafe to talk 
« of their foundation, or glorious work, or quakings and tremblings, 
© the faints experiences, which the world knows not, nor can own : 
« though ye cannot read that ever any came aright to declare how they 
© knew God, or received his word, without them. In thy exhortation 
¢ thou biddeft me, ‘ Love Chrift, wherefoever I fee him.” But hadft 
¢ thou told me where one might come to fee him, or how one might 


© know him, thou hadft fhewn more of a chriftian in that than in all 


« thou haft fpoken.’ But it feems, ye are not all of one mind. Some 
© of you fay, “ He is gone, and will be no more feen till doomfday.” 
¢ But if ever ye come to fee Chrift to your comfort, while ye oppofe 
‘ his light, then God hath not fpoken by me. This thou fhalt re- 
¢ member, when thy time thou haft fpent. ii 

ai ve 


Great oppofition did the priefts and profeflors make about this time 
againft the light of Chrift Jefus, denying it to be univerfally given ; and 
againft the pouring forth of the Spirit, and fons and daughters pro- 
phefying thereby. Much they laboured to darken the minds of people, 
that they might keep them ftill in a dependence on their teaching. 
‘Wherefore I was moved of the Lord to give forth the following lines, 
for the opening of the minds and underftandings of people, and to 


’  ganifeft the blindnefs and darknefs of their teachers. 


ft a you profeffors, priefts, and teachers, who are in darknefs, and 
know not the Spirit in prifon, nor the light that fhines in dark- 
nefs, which the darknefs doth not comprehend; but are as infidels, 


is hid. For though ye have the four books, the gofpel is hid to you ; 
© who are now ftranging at the work of God, and do not believe that 

Chrift hath enlightened every one that cometh into the world. To 
“you I offer fome fcriptures to read, which will prove your fpirits, and 
“ try them, how contrary they are to the apoftles {pirit, the Spirit of 
* Chrift and of the faints. “ Chrift went, and preached to the {pirits 
“in prifon,” 1 Pet. ii, 19. He that readeth, let him underftand whe- 
« ther this was a meafure of the Spirit, yea or nay, or the Spirit with- 
“out meafure,-which he miniftered to? “ For he whom God hath 
“¢ fent, fpeaketh the words of God; for God giveth not the Spirit by 
“¢-meafure unto him,” Joh. iii. 34. Here Chrift had not the Spirit 
* given unto him by meafure. The apoftle faid, ‘* We will not boaft 


€ 
¢€ 
‘ 
_ £ whom the god of the-world hath blinded, and to whom the gofpel 
€ 
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of things without (or beyond) our meafure,” 2 Cor. x. 13. So here 


* was meafure, and not by meafure. Chrift, who received not the 
* Spirit by meafure, told his difciples he would fend them the Com- 
“« forter, the Spirit of truth, that he fhould guide them into all truth: 


** ‘for he fhould not fpeak of himfelf, but whatfoever he fhall hear, 


** that fhall he fpeak, and he will fhew you things to come. He fhall 
** glorify me: for he fhall receive of mine, and fhew it unto you,” 
* Joh. xvi. 13, 14. Mind, tead, and learn; the Comforter fhall re- 
“ceive of mine, faith Chrift, and fhall fhew it unto you: who hath 
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the meafure, receives of his who hath. not bymeafure.. The Com- 
forter, when he:comes, is to.reprove the world of fin, of righteouf- 
nefs, and of judgment, ver.8.. Now mind the great work. of God: 
the Spirit of truth, which leads the faints into all truth, which re- 
ceives of Chrift’s, and fhews it unto the difciples, who are in the mea- 
fure, he fhall reprove. the world of fin, becaufe they do not believe, 
é&c. The Comforter, whom Chrift will fend, takes of his, and fhews 
« it to the difciples ; the fame ‘reproves the world. Mind now, whe- 
« ther this be a meafure, yea or nay, which comes from him who re- 
« ceived not the Spirit by meafure ? He that leads the believer into all 
* truth, reproves the unbeliever in the world, of fin, of righteoufnefs, 
* and of judgment. He that is led into all truth, fees that which is 
< Line by the Spirit of truth that leads him. Chrift faith, s* He 
«< fhall take of mine, and fhew it unto you.” Is this a meafure, yea 
‘ or nay, from him whom God gave the Spirit not by meafure unto? 

© Again the Lord faid, both by his prophet, Joel ii. 28. and his 
¢ apoftle, Acts ii. 17, 18. ** It fhall come to pafs in the laft days, I 
 “ will pour out of my Spirit upon all fleth, your fons and your daugh- 
‘© ters fhall prophefy, your young men {hall fee vifions, and your old 
« men {hall dream dreams: and on my fervants and on my hand- 
*« maidens I will pour out in thofe days of my Spirit, and they fhall 
«© prophefy.” Look, ye deceivers ; here the Lord faith, he will pour 
*- of his Spirit: mark the word or the Lord’s Spirit upon all flefh. 
« What! young men, old men, fons and daughters, and maids, all 
* thefe to have the Spirit of God poured upon them? Here, fay they, 
« thefe deny the means then. Nay, that’s the means. And the great 
« and notable day of the Lord is coming, wherein it fhall come to pafs, 
* that whofoever fhall call on the name of the Lord fhall be faved. 
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The God of the fpirits of all flefh is known: and, faith the apoftle, 
who would not boaft of things beyond his meafure,.“ That which 
“may be known of God, is manifeft in them; for God hath fhewed 
“ it unto them,” Rom. i. 19. By this which was of God manifeft in 
‘ them, they knew covetoufnefs, malice, murder, deceit, and ungodli- 
« nefs ; knew that the judgments of God were upon fuch things ; and 
« that they were worthy of death, not only that did the fame, but who 
« had pleafure in them that did them. Therefore, faid the .apoftle, 
“< the wrath of God is revealed from heaven againft all ungodlinefs and 
«¢ unrighteoufnefs of men,” &c. Now this of God manifeft in them, 
* which God fhewed unto them, by which they know unrighteoufnefs, 
* and God’s judgments thereupon, and that they which commit fuch 
* things are worthy of death; whether this be a meafure, yea or nay, 
‘ which is of God, and which he hath fhewed to them? What was 
‘ that in them, that ‘“‘ did by nature the things contained in the law, 
“ which fhewed the work of the law written in their hearts,” Rom. i. 
© 14,15. Mark, ‘ written :” fhall not this judge them that have the 
* outward law, but are out of the life of it? The apoftle faith, “« The 
“ manifeftation of the Spirit is given to every man to -profit withal,” 
‘ 1 Cor. xii. 7. There are diverfities of gifts, but the fame Spirit ; the 
‘ manifeftation of it is given to “‘ every man” to profit withal. Mark, 
“ To one is given by the Spirit, the word of wildom to another nt 
| , “© wor 
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“* word of knowledge by the fame Spirit: to another faith by the 
‘* fame Spirit ; to. another the gifts of hea'ing by the fame Spirit: to 


“ another the working of miracles; to:another prophecy; to another ’ 


“* difcerning of {pirits ; to another divers kinds of tongues ; to another 
“ the interpretation of tongues : but all thefe worketh that one and the’ 


“< felf-fame Spirit, dividing to every man feverally: as: he wri a , 


‘ that, Fo every man feverally as he will.. 


* Again the apoftle faith, “ The.grace of God, t that biinigedhh fal- , 
“< vation, hath appeared to all men, teaching us, that denying ungod- — 
«© linefs and worldly lufts, we fhould live foberly, righteoutll y, and godly ° 


‘© in this prefent world,” Tit ii. 1 1, 12. Now yethat turn fromthis 
« grace, which brings falvation, into lafcivioufnefs, ye deny it; and fay, 


¢ that which teacheth the faints, who by grace are faved, hath not ap- ° 


¢ peared to all men. Jude faith, ‘“‘ Behold, the Lord cometh with ten 
«© thoufands of hii Gints; to execute judgment upon all, and to con- 


© vince all that are ungodly among them, of all their ungodly deeds, 
“ which they have ungodly committed, andof all their hard {peeches, ° 


«© which ungodly finners have fpoken againft him,” ver..15: Here 
« mark again; him that cometh with ten thoufands of his faints, to 
‘ convince all of their ungodly deeds and hard {peeches : here it is, 
‘ ALL of their ungodly deeds; and ALL of their hard fpeeches ; none 


' © left out, but ALL to be convinced and judged, the world reproved, by - 


« him who comes with ten thoufands of his faints; and will reign, and 
‘ be king and judge. And have not ye all fomething in you, that 
‘ doth reprove you for your hard fpeeches, and your ungodly. deeds, 


‘ the ungodlieft of you all, who live in: your‘hard {peeches againft ° 


‘ him, and againft his light and fpiritaal appearance in his people? ~ 


‘ Again, the apoftle writing to the Gentiles, faith, «« But unto every 


“ one of us is given grace, according to the meafure of the gift of 
“ Chrift,” Ephet. iv. 7. Now mark, Here is the meafure of the gift 
* of Chrift, ‘* who lighteth every man that cometh into the world,” 
« Joh. i. g. “ that all men through him’ might believe.» He that be- 
‘¢ jieveth on him is not condemned: but she that:believeth not is con- 
«« demned, &c. And this is the condemnation, that light is‘ come 


“« into the world,” &c. Joh. iii, 18, 19. Now every man that cometh ~ 


< into the world being enlightened, one loveth it, and brings his deeds 
to the light, that with the light he may fee whether they | be wrought 
in God: the other hates the light, *“ becaufe his deeds are evil ;” be 
will not bring his deeds tothe light,. becaufe he knows the-light will 


lightened him, knows the light will reprove him ye his evil ny ieii ; 
and therefore‘he will not come to the light. 

* Again, the Lord by his prophet faith ¢ concerning Chiitt « I will 
*° give him for a light to the Gentiles, that he may be my falvation to 
« the ends of the earth,” Ifa. xlix. 6. And what is that which’ the 
‘ children, that walk according to the courfe of this world, according 
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‘ to the prince of the power ‘of the air; the » fpirit that now worketh 


«¢ in the children of difobedience,” Ephef. ii. 2. are difobedient: to? 


“© Mark, and read yourfelves, who, being.difobedient, walk according — 
« to the courfe of this world, acento to. the rian of the power of — 


Sea av ‘the 


reprove him. ‘So he thatvhates the light, wherewith Chrift hath en- 
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© the air; Mark, I fay, what it is that all fuch are difobedient to? He _1656- 
* that hath an ear, let him hear. 'The apoftle faith to the Coloflians, 4%, 
‘© ‘The wrath of God cometh upon the children of difobedience,” Col. 
iii. 6. Come, ye profeffors, let us fee, Is not ‘this fomething of God 
that is difobeyed? Is it not that which is of God manifeft in them, 
which God hath fhewed them, which lets thetn fee God’s judgments 
are upon fuch, when they act unsighteoufly ? Is not this the meafure 
of God, the Spirit that is in prifon? and the Spirit of God that is 
grieved ? yada 
* And ye profeffors, come, let tis read the parable of the talents, » 
and reckon with you, and fee who it is that hath hid the Lord’s mo- 
ney in the earth? Come, ye that have gained, enter ye into your 
mafter’s joy. Go, thou that haft hid the Lord’s money in the earth, 
into utter darknefs ; “ take it from him, and give it to him that 
** hath :” every man fhall have his reward, For the Lord hath given 
« to “ every man according to his feveral ability,” Mat.xxv. is. Mark 
“¢ that, ‘* To every man according to his. feveral ability :’” Read this, 
‘ if you can. Now is the Lord coming to call every man {everally 
‘ to account, to whom he hath given feverally, according to their abi- 
¢ lity. Now the wicked and flothful fervant, who hid the Lord’s mo- 
ney in the earth, will be found out; and the Lord’s money will be 
« taken from him, although he hath hidden it. To him the Lord’s 
« commands have been grievous; but to us they are not, who- love 
© God and keep his commandments. ‘ And,” faith the apoftle to the 
‘ Romans, ‘ I fay, through the grace given unto me, to every man 
“ that is among you, not to think of himfelf more highly than he 
“ ought to think; but to think foberly, according as God hath dealt to 
‘every man the meature of faith,” Rom. xii. 3. Read and mark, 
here is a meafure of faith. | 

« And,” faith another’ apoftle, “ as. every man hath received tlie 
*« gift, even fo minifter the fame one to another, as» ftewards of the 
“« manifold grace of God,” 1 Pet.iv. 10.. “* For the grace of God 
‘* hath appeared to all men.” The good ftewards can give their ac- 
© count with joy: but ye bad ftewards, that turn from the grace of God 
* into lafcivioufnefs, ye will be reckoned withal; ye fhall have your re- 
“ ward. -‘ But,” fay the world, ‘* muft every one mimnilter as he 
‘¢ hath received the gift?” Yea, fay I, “ but let him {peak as the ora- 
“ cles of God ; and let him do it as of the ability which God giveth,” 
‘ ver.11. John in the Revelation faith, ‘* They were judged every 
“ man according to their works,” Rev. xx. 13. Chrift faith, <‘ Every 
** idle word that men fhall {peak, they fhall give account thereof in 
*« the day of judgment,” Mat. xii. 36.. ‘ Ye, that name the name 
“ of Chrift; depart from iniquity,” 2. Tim. ii. 19. ‘* The Son of 
*«* Man {hall come in the glory of his Father, with his angels, and 
‘* then he fhall reward every man according to his works,” Mat. xvi. 
‘ He who is gone into a far country, and hath given talents to every 
*‘ one of you, according to your feveral ability, ‘* will render to every 
‘* man according to his deeds,” Rom. ii. 6. ‘* And further I fay unto 
“* you, if any man have not the Spirit of Chrift, he is none of his. 
“« And if Chrift be in you, the body is dead becaufe of fin; but the 
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_ © Spirit is life, becaufe of righteoufnefs,” Rom. viii. 9, 10. So lef 
« the light, which cometh from Chrift, examine ; for the Lord is ap- 
‘ pearing. Ye that have received according to your ability, {mite not 
¢ your fellow-fervant. Think not that the Lord delayeth the time 
‘ of his coming.. Be not as they that faid, ‘* Let us eat and drink, 
« for to-morrow we fhall die.” } “oe 
_ © The apoftle tells the Ephefians, that unto him “ this grace was 
“ given —to make all men fee what is the fellowfhip of the myftery 
«« which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who 
* created all things by Jefus Chrift,” Eph. iii. 9. Read and under- 
‘ ftand every one with the light which comes from Chrift, the my- 
« ftery; which will be your condemnation, if ye believe not in it, 
‘ This is to all who ftumble at the work of the Spirit of God, the 
* manifeftation of it, ‘* which is given to every man to profit withal.’” 
© Come, ye profeffors, who ftumble at it; let us read the parables. 
« A fower went forth to.fow; and fome feed fell on the highway- 
* sround, and fome on ftony ground, and fome on thorny ground: 
« the feed is the Word, the Son of Man is the feedfman. He that 
«< hath an ear, let him hear,” Mat. xiii. Now look, all ye profeffors, 
« what ground ye are? And what ye haye brought forth? And whe- 
« ther the wicked feedfman hath not got his feed into your ground ? 
‘© He that hath an ear, let him hear it.” And come, read another 
‘ parable of the houfholder hiring labourers to go into the vineyard, 
* and agreeing with every man for.a penny, Mat. xx. Every man 
‘ is to have his penny ; the laft that went in, as well as the firft: 
«and the laft fhall be firft, and the firft fhall be laft ; for many are 
“called, but few are chofen. He that hath an ear, let him hear,” 
‘ There was a query put to Cain, “ If thou doft well, fhalt thou not 
<< be accepted?” Gen. iv. 7. And Efau had a birthright, but de- 
« fpifed it. Yet it is not “ of him that willeth,’” Rom. ix. 16. 
© but by grace ye are faved,” Ephef. 1i. 8. And ftand ftill, and fee 
* your falvation, Exod. xiv. 13. And ye that are children of light, 
« put on the armour of light, that ye may come into the unity of the 
« faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God; unto a ‘* perfect 
«* man, unto the meafure of the ftature of the fulnefs of Chrift: that 
« henceforth ye be no more children toffed to and fro,” Eph. iv. 13. 

_ £ "Fhe Lord faid, he would make a new covenant, by “ writing 
“ his law in people’s hearts, and putting his Spirit in their inward 
« “parts,” whereby they fhould all come to know the Lord, by whom 
© the world was made. Now every one of you mind the law writ- 
* ten in your hearts, and this Spirit put in your inward parts, that it 
« need not be faid to you, “* Know the Lord;” but that ye may 
‘ witnefs the promife of God fulfilled in you.’ But, fay the world 
* and profefiors, *« If every one muft come to witnefs the law of God 
*< written in their hearts, and the Spirit ‘put in the inward parts, 
“« what muft we do with all our teachers?” As we come to witnefs 

_€ that, we need not any man to teach us to know the Lord, having 

_© his Jaw written in our hearts, and his Spirit put in our inward 


_. ,* parts. This is the covenant of life, the everlafting covenant, which 


ibe decays not, nor changes not: and hete is the way to the Father, 
. without’ which no man cometh unto the Father. Here is the ever- 
wi ead | * Jafting 
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* lafting priefthood, the end of the old priefthood, whofe lips were 
‘ to preferve knowledge; but now, faith Chrift, s* Learn of me :” 
‘ who is the high-prieft of the new priefthood. And, faith the 
« apoftle,——* That ye may grow tp in the knowledge of Jefus 
‘¢ Chrift, in whom are hid the treafures of wifdom and knowledge.” 
‘ So we are brought off from the old priefthood that did change, td 
« Chrift, to the new priefthood that doth not change ; off from the 
* firft covenant that doth decay, to the everlafting covenant that doth 
* not decay, Chrift Jefus, the Covenant of Light, from whom every 
* one of you have a light, that ye might believe in the Covenant of 
“« Light. If ye do not believe, ye are condemned; for light is come 
“ into the world, and men love darknefs rather than light, becaufe 
‘ their deeds are evil. ‘ Iam come a light into the world,” faith 
“* Chrift, “ that whofoever believeth in me fhould not abide in 
“« darknefs, but have the light of life,” John xii. 46. ‘‘ Believe in the 
“ jight, that ye may be children of the light.” Ye who do not be- 
« lieve in the light, but hate it becaufe it manifefts your deeds to be 
‘ evil, ye are condemned by the light. Therefore while ye have 
* time, prizeit. Seek the Lord while he may be found, and call 
< upon him while he is nigh ; left ye fay, * Time is paft:” for the 
¢ rich-glutton’s time was paft. Therefore, while time is not quite 
© paft, confider, fearch yourfelves, and fee if you be not they that 
© hate the light, and fo are builders that {tumble at the corner-ftone ; 
* for they that hated the light, and did not believe in the light, did 
* fo in ages paft. ‘* I am the light of the world,” faith Chrift, 
«© who,” the apoftle faith, « doth enlighten every man that cometh 
_ into the world.” Chriftalfo faith, ‘* Learn of me;” and of him 
* God faith, ‘«* This is my beloved Son, hear ye him.” Here is 
* your Teacher. But ye that hate the light do not learn of Chritt, 
« will not have him to be your king to reign over you ; him, to whom 
* all power in heaven and earth is given, who bears his government 
* upon his fhoulders, whe is now come to reign, who lighteth every 
‘ man that cometh into the world, who will give to every mana 
* reward according to his works, whether they be good or evil. So 
- every man, with the light that comes from Chrift, will fee his 
« deeds, both he that hates it and he that loves it. And he that will 
* not bring his deeds to the light, becaufe the light will reprove him, 
‘ that is his condemnation ; and he fhall have a reward according to 
‘ his deeds. For the Lord is come to reckon with you. He looks 
* for fruits ;. the ax is laid to your root; and every tree of you, that 
« bears not good fruit, muft be hewn down and caft into the fire. 


Ge 


Having ftaid fome time in London, and vifited the meetings of 
friends in and about the city, and cleared myfelf of what fervices the 
Lord had at that time laid upon me there, I left the town, and tra- 
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velled into Kent, Suffex, and Surry, vifiting friends; amongftwhom Ken. 
had great meetings, and often met with oppofition from Baptifts and ao 


other pit ohn Ma a ; but the Lord’s power went over them. 


We lay one night at Farnham, where we had a little meeting. TheFataham- 


people were exceeding rude ; but at lait the Lord’s power as Aah 
, them. 
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them. After meeting we went to our inn, and gave notice, ‘ That 


' € any who feared God might come to our inn to us.’ There came 
~abundance of rude people, the magiftrates of the town, and fome 


profeffors. I declared the truth to them; and thofe of the people 
that behaved themfelves rudely, the magiftrates put out of the room. 


‘When they were gone, another rude company of profeffors came up, 


and fome of the chief of the town. ‘They called for faggots and 
drink, though we forbad them, and were as rude a people as ever I 
met withal. The Lord’s power chained them, that they had not 
power to do us any mifchief ; but when they went away they left all 
the faggots and beer, which they had called for into the room, for 
us to pay for in the morning. We fhewed the innkeeper what an 
unworthy thing it was; but he told us, “ we muft pay it;” and pay 
itwedid. Before we left the town, I wrote to the magiftrates and 
heads of the town, and to the prieft, fhewing them how he had 
taught his people, and laying before them their rude and uncivil car- 
riage to ftrangers that fought their good. , 

Leaving that place we came to Bafingftoke, a very rude town; 
where they had formerly very much abufed friends. There I had a 
meeting in the evening, which was quiet; for the Lord’s power 
chained the unruly. At the clofe of the area Ss was moved to put 
off my hat, and to pray to the Lord to open their underftandings ; 
upon which they raifed a report, ‘ That I put off my hat to them, 
‘ and bid them good night,” which was never in my heart. After 
the meeting, when we came to our inn, I fent for the innkeeper, as 
I ufed to.do ; and he came into the room to us, and fhewed himfelf 
a very rude man. Iadmonifhed him to be fober, and fear the Lord ; 
but he called for faggots and a pint of wine, and drank it off himfelf ; 
then called for another, and called up half a dozen men into our 
chamber. Thereupon I bid him go out of the chamber; and told 
him he fhould not drink there ; for we {ent for him up to fpeak to 
him concerning his eternal good. He was exceeding mad, rude, and 
drunk. When he continued his rudenefs and would not be gone, I 
told him, ‘ The chamber was mine for the time I lodged in it;’ and 
called for the key. Then he went away in arage. In the morning 
he wovld not be feen; but I told his wife of his unchriftian carriage 
towards us. , . 

After this we came to Bridport, having meetings in the way. We 
went to an inn, and fent into the town for fuch as feared God ; and 
there came a fhopkeeper, a profeffor, and put of his hat to us: and 
feeing we did not the like to him again, but faid Thou and'Thee to 
him, he told us, ‘ He was not of our religion ;’ and after fome dif- 
courfe he went away. After a while he fent to the inn to us, to de- 
fire us * to come to his houfe, for fome would fpeak with us.’ 
Thomas Curtis went to his houfe ; where when he came, the man 


_ had got the prieft and magiftrates thither, and they boafted much 


that they had catched George Fox, taking him for me. When they 
perceived their miftake they were very angry ; yet the Lord’s power 
came over them, fo that they let him go again. Mean while I had. 
an opportunity of {peaking to fome fober people that came to the inn. 
When Thomas was returned, and we were paffing out of the town, 

4 fome 
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fome came. to us, and faid, ‘ The officers were coming to fetch me;’, 1656. 
but the Lord’s power was over them, {fo that they had not power to Bridpor. 
touch me. Theté were fome convinced in the town who were tarned 
to the Lord, and have ftood faithful in their teftimony. to” ths stroth 

ever fince, and a fine meeting is fettled there. 

Pafiing from hence we vifited Portfmouth and Pool, where we had 1657 

| glorious meetings ; and many were ok to the Lord.~ ‘At Ns 
wood we had a large general mecting, where the Lord’s power was Ringwood. 
overall. At Weymouth we had a meeting ; and from thence cme Weymouth. 
thro” Dorchefter to Lime, where the inn we went to was taken? up Sea 
‘with mountebanks, fo that there was hardly any room for us or our 
horfes. In the evening we drew, up fome queries concerning the 
‘gtound of all. difeafes, and the nature and virtues of medicinable 
creatures, and fent them to the mountebanks; letting them know, 

© If they would not anfwer them, we would ftick them on the.crofs 
next day.’, This brought them down and madethem cool, for they 

could not anfwer them ; but in the morning they réafoned a little 

with us. We left the queries with fome friendly people that were 
convinced in the town, to {tick upon the market-crofs. The Lord’s 

power reached fome of the fober people in that place; who were 
turned. by the Light and Spirit of Chrift to his free teaching. 

le then travelled,to Exeter ; and at the Seven Stars, an inn at the Exeter. 

bridge foot, we had a general meeting of friends out of Cornwall and 
Devonfhire ; to which came Humphry Lower, Thomas Lower, and 

John Ellis from the Land’s-end, Henry Pollexfen, with friends 

fiom ‘Plimouth, Elizabeth Trelawny, and divers other friends.. A 
bleiied heavenly meeting we had, and ics Lord’s everlafting power 

came over all; in which I faw, and faid, ‘ That the Lord’s power 

« had furrounded this nation round about as with a wall and bulwark; 

Y and his feed reached from fea to fea.’ Friends were eftablifhed in 

the everlafting feed’ of life, Chrift Jefus, their life, rock, teacher, 

and thepherd. 

THe next morning, major Blackmore fent foldiers to apprehend 

me; but I was gone before they came. As I was riding up the 
_ ftreet, I faw the officers going down. So the Lord croffed their de- 
fign, and friends paffed away peaceably and quietly. The foldiers 
examined fome friends after I was gone, ‘ What they did there? 
but when they told them, ‘ They were in their inn, and had bufi- 
* nefs in the eit: they pales away without meddling any further 
with them. 

From Exeter I ‘ods meetings as I went, till I came to Briftol; and Britol. 
was at the meeting there. After it was done I did not {tay in the 
town,’ but pafied into Wales, and had a meeting at the Slone. Wales. 
Thence going to Cardiff, a juftice of peace fent to me, defiring, ‘ I gan] 
« would come with half a dozen of my friends to his houfe.’ So I 
tor a friend, or two and went to him, and he and his wife received 

very ¢ jilly.. The next day we had a meeting in Cardiff in the 

3 to which that juftice fent about feventeen of his family. 
There came fome difturbers, but the Lord’s power was ever them ; 
and many were > turned to the Lord. To fome who had run out with 
James a and forlook Peres had to fend word, gee 
: Git Shoe 
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‘ the day of their vifitation was over;’ and they never profpered 
after. . . 

We travelled from Cardiff to Swanfea, where we had a blefied 
meeting ; and a meeting was fettled there in the name of Jefus. In 
our way thither we paffed over in a paflage-boat with the high theriff. 
of the county. The next day I went to have fpoken with him, but 
he refufed. . fa 

We went to another meeting in the country; where the Lord’s 
prefence was much with us. From thence we went to a great) 
man’s houfe, who received us very lovingly ; but the next morning 
he would not be feen: one, that in the mean time came to him, had 
fo eftranged him, that we could not get to {peak with him again. 

We paffed through the countries, having meetings, and gathering 
people in the name of Chrift, their heavenly teacher, till we came to 
Brecknock ; where we fet up our horfes ataninn. ‘There went with 
me Thomas Holmes and Jchn ap John, who was moved of the Lord 
to ‘ fpeak in the ftreets.” Iwalked out but a little into the fields ; 
and when I returned the town was in an uproar. When I came 
into the chamber in the inn it was full of people, and they were: 
fpeaking in Welch. I defired them to {peak in Englith, which they 
did ; and much difcourfe we had. After a while they went away. 
Towards night the magiftrates gathered in the ftreets with a multitude 
of people, and they bid them fhout, and gathered up the town; fo 
that, for about two hours together, there was fuch a noife as the like 
we had not heard; and the magiftrates fet them on to fhout again. 
when they had given over. We thought it looked like the uproar, 
which we read was amongft Diana's craftimen. This tumult 
continued till it was within night, and if the Lord’s power had not 
limited them, they feemed likely'to have pulled down the houfe, and 
us to pieces. . | 

At night the woman of the houfe would have had us go to fupper. 
in another room; but we, difcerning her plot, refufed. Then: 
fhe would have had half a dozen men come into the room to 
us, under pretence of difcourfing with us. We told her, ‘ No per- : 
‘ fons fhould come into our room that night, neither would we go 
‘ tothem.’ Then fhe faid, we fhould < fup in another room ;’ but 


~ we told her, we would have no fupper if we had it not in our own: 


room. At length, when fhe faw fhe could not get us out, fhe 
brought up our fupper. So fhe and they were crofied in their 
defign ; for they had an intent to have done us mifchief, but the 
Lord prevented them. Next morning I wrote a paper to the town 
concerning their unchriftian carriage, fhewing the fruits of their 
priefts and magiftrates; and as I paffed out of town I fpoke to the 
people, and told them, They were a fhame ¢o Chriftianity and reli- 

sions ae 4 
From this place we went to a great meeting in a fteeple-houfe 
yard ; where was a prieft, and Walter Jenkin, who had been a juf- 
tice, and another juftice. A bleffed glorious meeting we had. There’ 
being many profeffors, I was moved of the Lord to open the ¢ {crip- 
* tures to them, and to anfwer the objections which they ftuck at 
fe 7 ! ee | 
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* in their profeffion (for I knew them very well); and to turnthem. sv 

to Chrift, who had enlightened them; with which light they mi ght Brees aoe 
fee the fins and trefpafies they had been dead in, and their Saviour 
* who came to redeem them out of them, who was to be their way 
to God, the truth and the life to them, and their prieft made higher 
« than the heavens; fo that they might come to fit under his teach- 
* ing.” A peaceable meeting we had; many were convinced, and 
fettled in the truth that day. After the meeting, I went with 
Walter Jenkin to the other juftice’s, who faid to me, « You have 
* this day given great fatisfaction to the people, and anfwered all the 
© objections that were in their minds.’ For the people had the {crip- 
tures, but they were not turned to the Spirit, which fhould let thena 
fee that which gave them ‘forth, the Spirit of God, which is the key 
to open them. . ; 

From hence we paffed to Richard Hamborow’s at Pontemoil, Pontemoil. 
where was a great meeting ; to which there came another juttice, 
and feveral great people ; whofe underftandings were opened by the 
Lord’s Spirit and power, and they were turned to the Lord Jefus 
Chrift, fronr whence it came. A great convincement there was ; 

a large meeting is gathered in thofe parts, and fettled in the name of 
Jefus. ‘ 

After this returning to England, we came to Shrewfbury, where England. 
we had a great meeting ; and vifited friends up and down the coun- Sewhury: 
try in their meetings, till we came to William Gandy’s, in Cheshire, Chethire. 
where we had amecting of between two and three thoufand people, 
as it was thought; and the everlaiting word of life was held forth, 

and received that day. A blefied meeting it was; for friends were 
fettled by the power of God upon Jefus Chrift, the rock and foun- 
dation. - 

At this time there was a great drought; and after this general 
meeting was ended there fell fo great a rain, that friends faid, 
They thought we could not travel, the waters would be fo 
tifen. But I believed the rain had not gone fo far as they had come 

that day to the meeting. The next day in the afternoon, when we 
turned back into fome parts of Wales again, the ways were dutty, 
and no rain had fallen thereabouts. 

When Oliver Cromwell fet forth a proclamation for a faft through- 
out the nation for rain, in a very great drought, it was obferved, that 
as far as truth had {pread in the north, there were pleafant fhowers 
and rain enough ; yet the fouth, in many places, was almoft {poiled 
for want of rain. At that time I was moved to write an anfwer to 
the Protector’s proclamation ; wherein I told him: ‘ If he had come 
© toown God’s truth, he fhould have had rain; and that droaght was 
‘ to them a fign of their-barrennefs, and want of the water of life.’ 

About the fame time was wrote the following paper to < diftimguifh 
© betwixt the true and falfe fafts.’ . 
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Concerning the true, Fafts ah the ui 


“O all you that are keeping fafts, who ‘“ {mite with the fit of 


é 
wickednefs, and, faft for ftrife and debate;” againft you hath 


the voice cried aloud, like a trumpet, that you may come,.to know 


“© the true faft which is accepted, and the fait which is in the ftrife 


3? 


« and the debate, and “ fmiting with the fift of wickednefs :” which 
‘ faft is not required of the Lord. ‘* Behold, in the day of your faft 
‘¢ you find pleafure, and exact all your labour: behold, ye faft for ftrife 
«< and debate, and to {mite with the fift of wickednefs: ye fhall not 
** faft, as ye do this day, to make your voice known on high. Is it 
“* fuch a faft that I have chofen,” faith the Lord, “ a day for a man 
« to afflidt his foul? Is it to bow down his head like a bulrufh, and 
“* to fpread fack-cloth under him? . Wilt thou call this a faft and an 
«* acceptable day to the Lord ?” a 

‘ Confider all you that faft, fee if it be not “ hanging down the 
‘* head for a day like a bulruth,” and fafting for “ ftrife and debate,” 
* and to “ fmite with the fifts of wickednefs, to make your voice to 
«* be known on high?” But this faft is not accepted with the Lord ; 
‘but that which leads you from ftrife, from debate, from wicked- 
© nefs ; which is not the “* bowing down of the head as a bulruth for 
‘* a day,” and yet live in exaéting and pleafure; this is not accepted 
‘ with the Lord: but that which feparates from all thefe before- 
‘ mentioned. That which feparates from ‘ wickednefs, debate, 
** ftrife, pleafures, fmiting with the fift of wickednefs,” brings to know 
‘ the true faft, which “ breaks the bonds of iniquity, and. deals 
‘« bread to the hungry ; brings the poor that are caft out to his own 
‘*-houfe ; and when he fees any naked he covers them, and hides not 
«< himfelf from his own flefh.” | Here is the true faft which feparates 
* from them, where the bonds of iniquity are ftanding, the heavy 
‘ burthens of the oppreffed remaining, and the yoke not broken ; 
« who deal not bread to the hungry, and bring not the poor to their : 
‘ own houfe ; and fee the naked but let him go uncloathed, and hide 
* themfelves from their own flefh. Yet fuch will make their voice 
‘ to be heard on high, as Chrift {peaks of the pharifees, who 
‘* founded a trumpet before them, and disfigured their faces,” to ap- 
* pear to men to faft; but the bonds of iniquity were ftanding, “trife 


“and debate was ftanding, ftriking with the fifts of wickednefs 


‘ ftanding; thofe made their voice heard on -high, who had their 
‘ reward.’ ; endl 

' © But that which brings to the true faft, which appears not to men 
* to faft, but unto the Father ‘* who fees in fecret; the Father that 
** feeth in fecret fhall reward this openly.” This faft feparates from 
‘ the pharifees faft, and them that “ bow the head for a day like a 


_“ bulruth.” This is it which brings ‘to deal bread to the hungry, 


** and to cloath thine own flefh when thou feeft them naked, to bring 
‘* the poor to thine houfe, and to loofe the bonds of wickednefs :” 
“ mark, this is the faft; and ‘to undo every heavy burden (mark 
** again) and to let the oppreffed go free ;” thisis the faft: and “to, 
“© break every yoke.” When thou obferveft this faft, «« Then fhall 
F 6c thy 
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+« glory of the Lord fhall be thy rere-ward. Then fhalt thou call, and 
* the Lord fhall anfwer; thou fhalt cry, and he fhall fay, Here I 
«© am: if thou take away fromthe midft of thee the yoke, the 
“« putting forth of the finger, and {peaking vanity: and if thou 
« draw out thy foulto the hungry, and fatisfy the afiliGted foul, then 
«« fhall thy light arife in obfcurity, and thy darknefs be as the noon- 
« day.” The light brings to know: this faft; and walking in it, 
« this faft is kept: and he that believeth in the light, abides not 
¢ in darknefs. And again; ‘ The Lord fhall guide thee continually, 
«« and fatisfy thy fou! in drought, and make fat thy bones; and thou 
«« fhalt be like a watered garden, and like a {pring of water, whofe 
«< waters fail not,” Ifa. ]vin.11. “‘Thefe are they that are guided with 
« the light, which comes from Chrift where the fprings are. 
‘ And again: “ They that fhall be of thee (that keep this faft) 
«* fhall build the old wafte places, and thou fhalt raife up the-foun- 
«« dation of«many generations; and thou fhalt be called the repairer 
«« of thé breach, the reftorer of paths to dwell in,” Ifa. viii. 12. 
* Now that which gives to fee the foundation of many generations, is 
¢ the light which feparates from all that which is out of the light ; and 
‘ they that go ont of the light, though they may pretend a faft, and 
« bowing down the head for a time; yet they are far from this faft, 
« that doth raife up the foundation of many generations, and is the 
« repairer of the breach, and reftorer of the paths to dwell in. That 
‘ which doth give to fee this foundation of many generations, and 
« thefe breaches that are to be repaired and reftored, and paths to 
* dwell in, is the light which brings to know the true faft; and 
‘ where this fais known, which is from wickednefs, from debate, 
« from ftrife, from pleatures, from exacting, from the voice that is 
“ heard on high, from the fpeaking of vanity, from the bonds of 
‘ iniquity, which breaks every yoke, and lets the opprefied go free ; 
* here the health grows, here the morning is known, righteouf- 
« nefs goes forth ; the glory of the Lord is the rere-ward, the light 
« rifeth, the foul is drawn out to the hungry, and fatisfies the 
* afflicted foul ; and the fprings of living water are known and felt. 
‘ The waters fail not here; the Lord guidgs continually, and the 
« foundation of many generations comes to be feen and raifed up : 
© the repairer of breaches is here witnefled, the reftorer of paths to 
- © dwell in. 
 * But all fuch as are out of the light which the prophets were in, 
© with which they faw Chrift, and fuch to be in fafts where was 
* ftrife, where was wickednefs, where was debate, where was 
« bowing the head like a bulrufh for a day,” lifting their voice on 
‘ high, and the bonds of wickednefs yet ftanding, the burdens un- 
.‘ loofed, the oppreffed not let go free, the. yoke not broken, the 
« nakednefs not cloathed, the bread not dealt to the hungry, and this 
“« foundation of many generations not raifed up; until thefe things 
‘ before-mentioned be broken down, on fuch the light breaks not 


a 


« forth as the morning, and the Lord hears them not. Such have - 


‘ their reward ; their iniquities have feparated them from their God, 
. . aN: oe their 
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© their-fins have hid his face from them that he will not hear, their 
* hands are defiled with blood, and their fingers with iniquity ; 
« whofe lips have fpoken lyes, and tongues have muttered perverle- — 
« nefs. ‘* None calleth for juftice, nor any plead for truth ; they 
“* truft in vanity and {peak lyes, they conceive mifchief and bring 
“< forth iniquity. They hatch cockatrice eggs, and weave'the fpider’s 
«‘ web; he that eateth of their eggs, dies, and that which is 
“¢ crufhed breaks out into a viper: their webs {hall not become 
‘¢ garments, neither fhall they cover themfelves with their works.” 
* Mark and take notice; ‘‘ Their works are works of iniquity, and 
«* the act of violence isin their hands : their feet runto do evil, and 


_ they make hafte to fhed innocent blood. Their thoughts are 


«* thoughts of iniquity, wafting and deftruction are in their paths ; 
“< the way of peace they know not, and there is no judgment in their 
«« doings. They have made them a crooked path ; whofoever goes - 
“¢ therein fhall not know peace :” mark: Such go from the light, 
« therefore is judgment far off, neither doth juttice overtake, Here 
‘ is obfcurity, here is the walking in darknefs, here is the groping 
€ like blind men, as though they had noeyes, and their {tumbling at 
‘ noon-day in defolate places, like blind men. Here is the 
‘ roaring like bears, and mourning forely like doves ; here judgment 
‘ is looked for, but there is none, and falvation is put far off: for 
© the light is denied, which gives to fee it. But hereis the multi- 
‘ plying of tranfgreffion, and their fins teftifying againft them, and 
‘ the tranfgreffion that was within them, and their iniquities which 
‘ they knew in tranfgreffing and lying againft the Lord, {peaking 
‘ the things they fhould not ; when they knew by that of God in 
‘ them, they fhould not fpeak it. Sodeparting from the way of 
‘ God, {peaking oppreffion, revolting, conceiving and uttering 
‘ forth from the heart words of falfhood ; here judgment is turned 
* away backward, and juttice ftands afar off: truth is fallen in the 
‘ ftreets, and equity cannot enter. Yea, truth faileth; and he that 
‘ departeth from evil, makes himfelf a prey! The Lord faw it, and 
‘it difpleafed him. Thefe are fuch as are in the faft which God 
‘ doth not accept; and are not in the true faft, whofe “light breaks 
‘* forth as the morning :” but thefe are fuch as are in the falfe fait, 
‘ who grope like blindmen. RR. 

‘ That which gives to know the true and falfe faft, is the light, 
‘ which gives the eye to fee each faft;. where the true judgment is, 
‘ and the iniquity ftandeth not, nor the tranfgreffor, nor the fpeaker 
‘ of lyes: but that is judgedand condemned with thelight, which makes 
« it manifeft. And thofe who are in this faft, when they call upon the 
© Lord, the Lord will anfwer them, ‘‘ Here am I.” Here truth is 
‘ pleaded for and falfhood flies away. But they who are out of this faft 
‘ in the perverfenefs, their tongues uttering perverfe things, are ftum- 
* bling and groping like blind men, out of the light, in the iniquity 
‘ which feparates from God, who hides his face from them that he will 
‘ not hear: going from the light, they go from the Lord and his face. 
© So this is it which muft be fafted from, for this it is which feparates 
‘ from God: and here comes the reward openly, whick condemns 
* all that which is contrary to the light; injuftice, iniquity, tranf- 

: ¢ greilion, 


GEORGE IFOXs JOURNAL —  ag% 


‘ greffion, vanity, that which brings forth mifchief; which hatcheth _ 1657. 
* the cockatrice-eggs, and weaves “the {piders web: he that eateth of 
© thefe eggs, dies. Mark, ‘‘ That which is crufhed breaks out into a 
*« viper.” Mark again, ‘* Their webs fhall not become garments, nei- 
“ ther fhall they cover themfelves with their works of vanity: acts of 
*« violence are in ‘their hands.” This is all from the light, in the 
« wickednefs, ‘* ‘Their feet run to do evil, and they alee hafte. to 
© fhed innocent blood ; their thoughts are thoughts of vanity ; wafting 
‘* and deftruGion is in their path.” This is all far from the light. 
* Again: “* The way of peace they know not, there is no judgment 
‘© in their goings: they have made them crooked. paths, whotoever 
 * goes therein fhall not know peace.” Mark ; who goes in their way, 
‘ that know not the way of peace, fhall they know peace? ‘* Whofe 
« ‘path is. crooked, where there is no judgment in their goings :” take 
© notice, “¢ No judgment in their goings:” ‘This is all from the light, 
* which manifeiteth that which is to be judged; where the covenant 
* of peace is known, where all that which is contrary to it.is kept 
* out. All who live in thofe things contrary to the light, in the falfe 
* fatt, «may mark their path, and ated their reward ; who are out. of 
‘ the light, {tumbling and groping like blind men. They that be in 
‘ the true faft are feparated from all thefe ; their words, their actions 
‘ and fruits, and their faft; but to thofe whofe faft breaks the bonds of 
‘ iniquity, w whom the Braid hears, and to whom righteoufnefs {prings 
‘ forth, and goes before them, the glory of the Liord is their rere- 
© ward. 


cone 


Fe er 


We pafled into Wales through Montgomeryfhire, and fo into Rad- Montgome- 
norfhire, where there was a meeting ihe a leaguer, for multitudes. I Radnor. 
walked a little afide, whilft the people were gathering : and there came 
to me John ap John, a Welfhman, whoin I defired to go to the 
people ; and if he had any thing upon him from the Lord to them, he 
might {peak in Welfh, and thereby gather more together. Then came 
Morgan Watkins to me, who was become loving to friends, and faid, 
« The people lie like a leaguer, and the gentry of the country are come 
< in.’ bade him go up alfo, and leave me; for I had a great travail upon 
me for the falvationof the people. When they were well gathered, I 
“went into the meeting, and ftood upon a chair about three hours. I 
ftood a pretty while, before I began to {peak: after fome time I felt 
the power of the Lord over the whole aflembly; and his everlafting life 
‘and truth fhined over all. ‘ The fcriptures were opened to them, and 
« the objections they had in their minds anfwered. ‘They were directed 

‘ to the light of Chrift, the heavenly man; that by it they might fee 
their fins, and Chrift Jefus to be their: Saviour, their Redeemer, their 
Mediator, and come to feed upon him, the head of life from heaven. 
Many were turned to the Lord Jefus Chrift, and to his free teaching 
that day ; and all were bowed down under the power of God; fo 
fo that though the multitude was fo great that many fat on hor feback 
to hear, there was no oppofition. A prieft fat with his wife on horfe- 
back, heard attentively, and made no objection. The people parted 
SR tig peaceably, 
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© peaceably, with great fatisfaction ; many of them faying, They never 
‘ heard fuch a fermon before, nor the fcriptures fo opened. For the 
€ new covenant was opened, and the old, the nature and terms of 
‘ each, and the parables were explained. The ftate of the church in 
‘ the apoftles days was fet forth, the apoftafy fince laid open; and the 
‘ free teaching of Chrift and the apoftles was fet a-top of all the hireling 
‘ teachers ; and the Lord had the praife of all, for many were turned 
© to him that day.’ ; 

I went from thence to Leominfter, where was a great meeting in a 
clofe; many hundreds of people being gathered together. ‘There were 
about fix congregational preachers and prietts among{t the people ; and 
Thomas Taylor, who had been a prieft, but was now become a mini- 
fter of Chrift Jefus, was with me. I ftood up, and declared about 
three hours ; and none of the priefts were able to open their mouths in 
oppofition ; the Lord’s power and truth fo reached and bound them. 
At length one prieft went off about a bow-fhot from me; drew feveral 
of the people after him, and began to preach to them. So I kept our 
meeting, and he kept his. After a while Thomas Taylor was moved 


“to go and {peak to him; upon which he gave over : and he, with the 


people-he had drawn off, came to us again; and the Lord’s power 
went over all. At laft a Baptift, that was convinced, faid, ‘ Where's 
« prieft Tombs? how chance he doth not come out?” This Tombs was 
prieft of Leominfter, Hereupon fome went and told the prieft; who 
came with the bailiffs and other officers of the town. When he was 
come, they fet him upon a ftool over-againft me. I was {peaking of - 


the heavenly, divine light of Chrift, which he ‘ enlightens every one 


« withal that cometh into the world; to give them the knowledge of 
‘ the glory of God in the face of Chrift Jefus their Saviour. When 
prieft ‘Tombs heard this, he cried out, « That is a natural light, and a 
* made light.’ Then I defired the people to take out their bibles, _ 


- and afked the prieft, ‘ Whether he did affirm that was a created, na- 


* tural, made light, which John, a man fent frem God, bore witnefs 
‘ to, when he faid, «* In him (to wit, in the Word) was life, and that 
“ life was the light of men,” John i. 4. Doft thou affirm and mean, 
‘ faid I, that this light here fpoken of was a created, natural, made 
‘ light? He faid, Yes. ‘Then I fhewed by the fcriptures, that the 
* natural, created, made light is the outward light in the outward 
‘ firmament, proceeding from the fun, moon, and ftars? “ And’ 
* doft thou affirm” faid I « that God fent John to bear witnefs 
* to the light of the fun, moon, and ftars?” ‘ Then,” faid he, 

** Did I fay for” I replied, «* Didit thou not fay it was a natural, 

*« created, made light, that Jchn bore witnefs unto? If thou doft not 
‘« like thy words, take them again, and mend them.” Then he faid 

«© That light, which I {poke of, was a natural, created light.” I told 
‘ him, He had not.at all mended his caufe; for that light, which I 
* {poke of, was the very fame that John was fent of God to beat wit- 
‘ nefs to; which was the life in the Word, by which ail the natural 


“lights, fun, moon, and ftars, were made. “ In him (to wit, the 


«© Word) was life, and that life was the light of men.” I dire¢ted the 
people to turn to the place in their bibles, and recited to them the words 


‘of John, “* In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 


“ God, 
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“ God, and the Word was God. . _ The fame was in the beginning with 1657. 
“God: All things were made by him, and without him was not any ,Toninatter 
“ thing, made that was made.” (So all natural, created lights were 
made by Chrift the Word.) ‘¢ In him was life, ‘and the life was the 
‘ light of men: .and that was the true light which lighteth every man 
‘ that cometh into. the world.’ And Chrift faith of himtelf, John viii. 

12. ‘ Jam the light of the world:” and bids them < believe in the 
a Ba betas ogee xii. 36. And God faid of him by the prophet [aiah, 

- chi xlixe 6. * I will alfo give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou 

‘ mayelt be my falvation to the ends a the earth.’ So Chit in his 

light is faving. And the apoftle faid, ¢ The light, which fhined in 

‘ their hearts, was to give them. the light of the knowledge of the 

‘ glory of God in the face of Jefus Chritt : which was their treafure in 

their earthen vefiels, 2 Cor. iv. 6, 7. 

When I had thus opened the matter to the people, the prieft cried to the 
magiftrates, ‘ Take this man away, or elfe I {hall not {peak any more.’ 
* But,’ faid I, ‘ prieft Tombs, deceive not.thy/elf, thou art not in thy 
* pulpit now, nor in thy old mafs-houfe ; but we are in the fields.’ 
So he was fhuffling to be gone: and Thomas Taylor ftood up, and 
undertook to prove our principle by Chrift’s parable concerning the 
fower, Mat. 13. Then {aid the prieft, ‘ Let that man fpeak, and 
‘ not the other.’ So he got up into jangling for a while; till the 
Lord’s power catched him again, ftopped and confounded him. Af- 
terwards a friend ftood up and told him, He had fued him for tithe 
eggs, and other friends for other tithes: for he was an Anabaptift 
preacher, yet had a parfonage at Leominfter, and had feveral journeymen 
under him. He faid, ‘ He had a wife, and he had aconcubine ; his 
« wife was the baptized people, and his concubine was the world.’ 
But the Lord’s power came over all, the everlafting truth was declared 
that day, and many were turned by it to the Lord Jefus Chrift, their 
teacher and way to God. Of great fervice that meeting was in thofe 
- parts. The next day Thomas ar aylor went to this prieft, reafoned with 
him, and overcame him by the power of the Word. 

From this place I travelled in Wales, having feveral meetings, til] J Tenby. 
came tu Tenby ; where as I rode up the fret, a juflice of peace came 
out of his houfe, defired me to alight, and ftay at his houfe; which 
I did. On firft day the mayor with his wife, and feveral others of the 
chief of the town, came in about the tenth hour, and ftaid all the time 
of the meeting. A glorious meeting it was. John ap John being 
then with me, left the meeting, and went to the fteeple-houfe; and the 
‘governor.caft him into prifon. On fecond day morning the governor fent . 
one ot his officers to the juftice’s to fetch me ; which grieved the mayor 
and the juftice ; for they were both with me in the juftice’s houfe, 
“when the officer came. ,The mayor and the juftice went. to the go- 
vernor before me; and awhile after ] went with the.officer. When I 
came in, I faid, ‘* Peace be unto, this houfe.” And before the go- 
vernor could examine me, I afked him, ‘ Why he caft my friend into 

“opin He faid, < For ftanding with his hat on in the church. I 
faid, * Had not the prieft two caps on his head, a black one and a white 
* one? Cut of the biims of the hat, and then my friend would have 

i avs 5a aan) . ‘ but 
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‘ but one; and the brims of the hat were but to defend him from 
‘ weather.’ ¢ Thefe are frivolous things,’ faid the governor. » * Why 
« then,’ faid I, * doft thou caft my friend into prifon for fuch frivolous 
‘ things? He afked me, ‘ Whether I.owned election and reproba- _ 
« tion? -¢ Yes,’ faid I, ‘ and thou art in the reprobation.’ At that he 
was in a rage, and faid, ‘ He would fend me to prifon till I proved 

I told him, ‘1 would prove that quickly, if he would confefs 
nag I afked him, ‘ Whether wrath, fury, rage, and perfecution, 
were not marks of reprobation? for he that was born of the’ flefh, 
perfecuted him that was born of the Spirit ; but Chriit and his dif- 
‘ ciples never perfecuted nor imprifoned any. ‘He fairly confefled, 
That he had too much wrath, hafte, and paffion in’ him. “I told him, 
‘ Efau was up in him, the firft-birth; not Jacob, the fecond birth? 
The Lord’s power fo reached the man, and came over him, that he 
confefled to truth; and the other juftice came, and ~~ me kindly 
by the hand. 

As I was pafling away, I was moved to {peak to the governor again ; 
and he invited me to dinner with him; and fet my friend at liberty. 
I went back to the other juftice’s houfe : and after fome time the mayor 
and his wife, and the juftice and his wife, and divers other friends 
of the town, went about half a mile out of town with us, to the 
water-fide, when we went away; and there, when we parted from 
them, I was moved of the Lord to ¢ kneel down’with them, and pray 
* to the Lord to preferve them.’ So after I had recommended ‘them 
to the Lord Jefus Chrift, their Saviour and free teacher, we paffed © 
away in the Lord’s power; and he had the glory. A naira con- 
tinues in that town to this day.. 

We travelled to Pembrokeshire ; ; and in Denise town had fome 
fervice for the Lord. From thence we pafied to Haverford-wett, 
where we had a great meeting. All was quiet; the Lord’s power 
came over all, many were fettled in the new covenant, Chrift Jefus, 
and built. upon him, their rock and fouridatiOn dnd they ftand a 
precious meeting to this day. The next day, being their fair-day; 


4 
c 
¢ 
¢ 


we pafied through the fair, and * founded the day of the oe and 


‘ his everlafting truth amongft them.’ 

After this we came into anot hed county, nab at noon into a Stent 
market-town; and went to feveral inns, before we could get any 
meat for our horfes. At laft we came to one, where we got fome. 
Then John ap John being with me, went, bpd fooke through the . 
town, declaring the truth: to the people; and ms Hees he came to mé 
again, he faid he thought all the town were as people afleep. After 
a while he was moved to go and declare truth in the ftreets again ; 
then the town was all in an uproar, and caft him into prifon.. Pre- 
fently after, feveral of the chief of the town came down, with others) 
to the inn where I was, and faid, « They have caft your man into 
* prifon.’ ‘ For what?’ faid I. ‘ He preached in our ftreets,’ *faid 
they. I afked thefn, ¢ What did he fay ? Had he reproved fome of 
‘ the drunkards and {wearers, and warned them to repent, and leave 
¢ off their evil doings, and turn to thie: Lord lafked them, « Who 
* caft him into prifon ?” They faid, ‘The high- -fheriff, the juftices, 
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‘and the mayor? « I afked their names, and whether they underftood __1657- 
themfeives? and whether that was their cartiage to travellers who Wik, 
pafied through their town ; and to ftrangers that admonifhed them, 
and exhorted them to fear the Lord, and reproved fin in their gates ?” 
Thefe went and told the officers what I faid; and after a while they 
brought John ap John guarded with halberts, in order to put him 
outofthe town. I being at the inn-door, bid the officers take their 
hands off of him. They faid, « The mayor and juftices had com- 
« manded them to put him out of town.’ I told them, *¢ I would 
* talk with their mayor.and juftices anon concerning their uncivil 
* and unchriftian carriage towards him.’ I fpoke to John to go look 
after the horfes, and get them ready ; and charged the officers not to 
touch him; and after I had declared the truth to them, and thewed 
the fruits. of their priefts, and their incivility and unchriftian-like 
carriage, they went away and left us. ‘They were a kind of Inde- 
-pendents; a very wicked town, and falfe. We bid. the inn-keeper 
give our horfes a peck of oats; and no fooner had we turned our 
backs, but the oats were ftolen from our horfes. After we had re- 
frefhed ourfelves a little, and were ready; we took horfe, and rode 
up to the inn, where the mayor, fheriff, and juftices were. I called 
to {peak with them, and afked them the reafon, ‘ Wherefore they 
« had imprifoned John ap John, and kept him in prifon two or three 
« hours?’ But they would not anfwer me a word; only looked out at 
the windows upon me. I fhewed them ‘ how unchriftian their car- 
‘ riage was to ftrangers and travellers, and: manifefted the fruits of 
« their teachers ; and declared the truth to them, and warned them 
* of the day of the Lord that was coming upon all the evil-doers : 
* and the Lord’s power came over them, that they looked afhamed ; 
but not a word could I get from them in anfwer. So when I had 
warned them to repent, and turn to the Lord, we pafied away; and 
at night came to a little inn, very poor, but very cheap; for our own 
provifion, and our two horfes coft but eight pence: but the horfes 
would not eat their oats. We declared the truth to the people of 
the place, and founded the day of the Lord through the countries. 
From thence we came to a great town, and went to an inn. Ed- 
ward Edwards went into the market, and declared the truth amongft 
the people; who followed him to the inn, filled the inn-yard, and 
were exceeding rude. Yet a good fervice we had for the Lord amongft 
_ them. For the life of chriftianity and the power of it tormented their 
chatty f{pirits, and came over them, fo that {ome were reached and con- 
vinced; the Lord’s power came over all; and’ the magiftrates were 
bound, they had no power to meddle with us. ; 
After this we came to another great town ona market-day ; where. 
John ap John declared the everlaiting truth through the ftreets, and 
proclaimed the day of the Lord. In the evening many gathered about 
the inn ; and fome of them, being drunk, would fain have had us into 
the ftreet again; but fecing their defign; I told them, ‘ If there were 
‘ any that feared God, and defired to hear truth, they might come 
* into our inn ; or elfe we might have a meeting with,them next morn- 
‘ ing.’ Some fervice for the Lord we had amongft them, both over 
. night, 
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‘night and in the morning: and though they were hard to receive’ the 


truth, yet the feed was fown ; and thereabouts the Lord hath a people 
gathered to himfelf. In that inn alfo I turned my back to the man 
that was giving oats to my horfe; and looking back, he was filling his 
pockets with the provender. A wicked, thievifh peopie, to rob the 
poor dumb creature of his food! I had rather they had robbed me. ~ 

Leaving this town, and travelling on, a great man overtook us on 
the way. He purpofed (as he told us afterwards) to have taken us up 
at the next town for highwaymen. But before we came to the town, 
I was moved of the Lord to fpeak to him. What I {poke, reached to 
the witnefs of God in the man; who was fo affected therewith, that 
he had us to his houfe, and entertained us very civilly. He and his 
wife defired us to give them fome fcriptures, both for proof of our 
principles, and againft the priefts. We were glad of the fervice, and 
furnifhed him with fcriptures enough ; and he wrote them down, and 
was convinced of the truth, both by the Spirit of God in his own 


heart, and by the {criptures, which were a confirmation tohim, Af 


terwards he fet us on in our journey; and as we travelled, we came to 
an hill, which the people of the country fay is two or three miles high; — 
from the fide.of this hill I could fee a great way. And I was moved 
to fet my face feveral ways, and to found the day of the Lord there: 
and I told John ap John (a faithful Welth minifter) in what places God 
would raife up a people to himfelf, to fit under his own teaching. 


Thofe places he took notice of ; and fince there hath been a great peo- 


ple arifen there. The like I have been moved to do in many other 
parts inhabited by rude people: yet I have been moved to declare the 
Lord had a feed.in thofe-places: and afterwards there hath been a 
brave people raifed up in the covenant of God, and gathered in the name 
of Jefus ; where they have falvation and free teaching. . 
From this hill we came to Dolegelle: and went toan inn. John ap 
John declared through the ftreets: and the town’s people rofe and ga- 
thered about him. There being two Tndependl priefts in the town, 


- they came out,’ and difcourfed with him both together. I went to 


them: and finding them {peaking in Welfh, I afked them, * What 


- € was the fubje&t they {poke upon, ard why they were not more mo- 


* derate,and fpoke one by one? For the things of God,’ I told them, 
‘ were. weighty, and they thould {peak of them with fear and reverence.’ 
Then I defired them to {peak in Englith, that I might difcourfe with 
them; and they did fo. They affirmed, ‘ That the Light, which John 
‘came to bear witnefs of; was a created, natural, made light.’ I 
took the bible; and fhewed them (as I had done to others before) * That 

the natural lights, which were made and created; were the fun, moon, 
and ftars: but this light, which John bare wiinefs to, and which he 
called ‘the true light, that lighteth every man that cometh into the 
world, is the life in Chrift the Word, by which all things were made 
and created.. The fame that is called the life in Chriit, is called the 
light in man. This is an heavenly, divine light, which lets men fee 
their evil words and deeds, and fhews them all their fins; and (if 
they would attend to it) would bring them to Chrift, from whom it 
comes, th t they might know him to fave them from their fin, and 
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to blot it out. This light, I told them, fhined in the darknefS in 
their hearts, and the darknefs in them could not comprehend it; but 


in thofe hearts, where God had commanded it to fhine out of dark- 
nefs, it gave unto fuch the knowledge of the glory of God in the 


them, and turned them to the Spirit of God in their hearts ; which 
would reveal the myfteries in the fcriptures to them, and would lead 
them into all truth, as they became fubject thereunto. I directed 
them to that which would give every one of them the knowledge of 
Chrift, who died for them; that he might be their way to God, and 
might make peace betwixt God and them.’ The people were atten- 
tive, and I defired John ap John to ftand up, and {peak it in Welth to 
them; which he did: and they generally received it, and with hands 
lifted up, bleffed and praifed God. The priefts mouths were ftopped, 
fo that they were quiet all the while; for I had brought them to be 
fober at the firft, by telling them, ‘ when they {poke of the things of 
© God and of Chrift, they fhould fpeak with fear’and reverence. Thus 
the meeting broke up in peace in the ftreet. Many of the people ac- 
companied us to our inn, rejoiced in the truth that had been declared 
to them; and that they were turned to the. light and Spirit in them- 
felves, by which they might fee their fin, and know falvation from it. 
When we went out of the town, the people were fo affected, that they 
lifted up their hands, and bleffed the Lord for our coming. A pre- 
cious feed the Lord hath there-away ; and a great people in thofe parts 
is fince gathered to the Lord Jefus Chrift, to fit under his free teaching ; 
and they have fuffered much for him. ; 

From this place we pafled to Caernarvon, a town like acaftle. When 
we had fet up our horfes at an inn, and refrefhed ourfelves, John ap 
John went and fpoke through the ftreets; which were fo ftrait and 
fhort, that one might ftand in the midft of the town, and fee both 
the gates. I followed’John ap John, and a multitude were foon ga- 
thered about him ; amongft whom a very dark prieft began to babble ; 
but his mouth was foon ftopped. When John had cleared himfelf, I 
declared the word of life amongft the people; ‘ directing them to the 
* light of Chrift in their hearts, that by it they might fee all their own 
* ways, religions, and teachers, and might come off from them all to 
¢ Chrift, the trae and living way, andthe free teacher.’ Some of the 
peop!e were rude, but the greater part were civil ; and told us, ‘ They 
© had heard how we had been perfecuted and abufed in many places, 
* but they would not do fo tous there.’ I commended their mode- 
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. ration and fobriety, ‘ and warned them of the day of the Lord that 


was coming upon all fin and wickednefs ; teftifying unto them, that 
« Chrift was now come to teach his people himfelt, by his Spirit and 
© power.’ 


face of Chrift Jefus their Saviou-. I opened the {criptures largely to. 
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From hence we went to Beaumaris, a town wherein John ap John Beaumaris. 


had formerly been a preacher. After.we had put up our horfes at an 
inn, John went and {poke through the ftreet ; and there being a gar- 
rifon in the town, they took him, and put him into prifon. The 
inn-keeper’s wife came, and told me, ‘ That the governor and, magi- 
* ftrates were fending for me, to commit me to. prifon alfo.” I told 
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her; ‘ They had done more than they could anfwer already ; and had 


« acted contrary to chriftianity in imprifoning him for reproving fin in 
‘ their ftreets and gates, and for declaring the truth.’ Soon after 


came other friendly people, and told me, « If I went into the ftreet, 


‘ they would imprifon me alfo; therefore they defired me to keep 


© within the inn.’ Upon this I was moved to go and walk up and 


down in the ftreets ; and told the people, « What an uncivil,unchtiftian 
‘ thing they had done, in cafting my friend into prifon. And they 


. © being high profeffors, I afked them, If this was the entertainment 


‘ they had for ftrangers? And if they would willingly be fo ferved 
‘ themfelyes? And whether they, who looked upon the fcriptures to 
‘« be their rule, had any example in the {criptures, from Chmift or his 
‘ apoftles, for what they had done?’ So after a while they fet John 
ap John at liberty. 
Next day, being market-day, we were to crofs a great water; and 
not far from the place where we were to take boat, many of the 
market-people drew to us; amongft whom we had good fervice fot 
the Lord, ‘ declaring the word of life and everlafting truth unto 
‘them, and proclaiming the day .of the Lord amongft them, 
which was coming upon all wickednefs; and directing them to the 
light of Chrift, which he, the heavenly man, had enlightened them 
withal; by which they might fee all their fins, and all their falfe 
ways, religions, worfhips and teachers: and by the fame light 
might fee Chrift Jefus,.who was come to fave them, and lead them 
‘ to God.’ After the truth had been declared to them in the power 
of God, and Chrift the free teacher fet over all the hireling teachers 
I bid John ap John get his horfe into the boat, which was then ready. 
But there being a company of wild gentlemen, as they called them, 
got into it, whom we found very rude, and far from gentlenefs ; they, 
with others, kept his horfe out of the boat. I rode to the boat’s fide, 
and {poke to them, fhewing them, * What an‘unmanly and unchrif- - 
‘ tian carriage it was; and told.them, they fhewed an unworthy 
* f{pirit, below chriftianity or humanity. As I fpoke, I leaped my 
horfe into the boat amongft them; thinking John’s horfe would have 
followed, when he had {een mine go in before him: but the water 
being pretty deep, John could not get his horfe into the boat. Where- 
fore I leaped out again on horfeback into the water, and ftaid with 
John on that fide, till the boat returned. There we tarried from the 
eleventh hour of the forenoon to the fecond in the afternoon, before 
the boat came to fetch us; and then had forty-two miles to ride that 
evening ; and by that time we had paid for our paflage, we-had but 
one groat left between us in money. We rode about fixteen miles, 
and then got alittle hay for our horfes. Setting forward again, we 
came in the night to a little ale-houfe,; where we thought to have 
ftaid and baited. But finding we could have neither oats nor hay 
there, we travelled all night; and about the fifth hour in the morn- 
ing got toa place within fix miles of Wrexham; where that day 
we met with many friends, and had a glorious meeting: the Lord’s 
everlafting power and truth was over all: and a meeting is conti~ 
nued there to this day. Very weary we were with travelling fo hard 
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ip and down in Wales; and in many places wet found it difficult to 
get meat either for our horfes or ourfelves: 
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The next day we pafled from thence into Flintthire, founding the Wrexham. 


day of the Lord through the towns: and came into. Wrexham at 
night. Here many of Floyd’s people came to us; but very rude, 
wild, and airy they were, and little fenfe of truth they had: yét 
fome were convinced in that town. Next morning one called a lady 
{ent for me; who kept a preacher in her houfe. I went to her houfe, 
but found both her and her preacher very light and airy; too light 
td receive the weighty things of God. In her lightnefs fhe came 
and aixed me, ‘ If the fhould cut my hair?’ I was moved to reprove 
her, and bid-her cut down the corruptions in herfelf with the fword 
of the Spirit of God ; fo after I had admonifhed her to be mofe grave 
and fober, we paffed away. Afterwards in her frothy mind fhe 
made her boaft, that fhe ‘ came behind me, and cut off the curl of 
‘ my hair ;’ but fhe fpoke falfely. 
From Wrexham we came to Weft-chefter : and it being the fair- 
time, we ftaid there a while, and vifited friends. For I had travelled 
through every county in Wales, preaching the everlafting gofpel of 
Chriit; and a brave people there is now, who have received it, and 
fit under Chrift’s teaching. But before I left Wales, I wrote to the 
magiftrates of Beaumaris concerning their imprifoning John ap John; 
letting them fee their condition, the fruits of their chriftianity, and 
of their teachers. Afterwards I met with fome of them near Lon- 
don; but oh! how afhamed they were of their action ! 
_ From Wett-chefter we came to Liverpoole, where was at that time 
a fair; and as I rode through the fair, there ftood a friend upon the 
crofs, declaring the truth to the people; who feeing me ride by, 
and knowing I had appointed a meeting to be the next day upon an 
hill not far off, gave notice to the people, ‘ That George Fox, ‘the 
« fervant of the Lord, would have a meeting. next day upon fuch 
‘ an hill; and if any feared the Lord, they might come and hear 
* him declare the word of life to them.’ We went that night to 
Richard Cubban’s, who himfelf was convinced, though not his wife ; 
but at that time fhe was convinced alfo. . 

Next day we went to the meeting on the top of the hill,- which 
was very large. Some rude people with a prieft’s wife came, and 
made a noife for a while ; but the Lord’s power came over them, the 
meeting became quiet, and the truth of God was declared amongit 
them. Many were that day fettled upon the rock and foundation 


Weft-chefter. 


Liverpoole. 


Chrift Jefus, and under his teaching ; who made peace betwixt God © 


and them. | 


We had a fmall meeting with a few friends and people at Mal~ Malpoth. 


poth. From thence we came to another place, where we had a 
meeting. ‘There ‘came a bailiff with a {word, and was rude; but 
the Lord’s power came over him, and friends were eftablithed in the 
trurthy pigs) . 


From thence we came to Manchefter : and the feflions being there Manche‘er. 


that day, many rude people were come out of the country. In the 
meeting they threw at me coals, clods, ftones, and water: yet the 
Lord’s power bore me up over them, that they could not {trike me 
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down. At laft, when they faw they could not prevail by throwing 
water, ftones, and dirt at me, they went, and informed the juftices 
in the feffions ; who thereupon fent officers to fetch me before them. 
The officers came in while I was declaring the word of life to the 
people, plucked me down, and haled me into.their court. Whenl 
came there all the court was in a diforder and a noife. Wherefore I 
afked, ‘ Where were the magiftrates, that they did not keep the peo- 
« ple civil?” Some of the juftices faid, They were magiftrates. I 
afked them, ‘ Why then they did not appeafe the people, and keep 
‘ them fober? For one cried, I'll fwear, and another cried, Ill 
fwear. I declared to the juftices, ‘ How we were abufed in our 
‘ meeting by the rude people, who threw ftones, clods, dirt, and water: 
« and how I was haled out of the meeting and brought thither, con- 
‘ trary-to the inftrument of government, which faid, ‘«* None fhould 
‘«« be molefted in their meetings that profefled God, and owned the 
«© Lord Jefus Chrift;” which Idid.’ The truth fo came over them, 
that when one of the rude followers cried, *‘ He would fwear ;’ 
one of the juftices checked him, faying, « What, will you {wear? 
‘ hold your tongue.’ At laft they bid the conftable, ‘ Have me to 
‘ my lodging, and there I fhould be fecured till to-morrow morning 
‘ that they fent for me again.’ So the conftable had me to my 
lodging. As we went the people were exceéding rude ; but I let 
them fee the ¢ fruits of their teachers, how they fhamed chriftianity, 
« and difhonoured the name of Jefus which they profeffed.’ At night 
we went to a juftice’s in the town, who was pretty moderate, and I 
had a great deal of difcourfe with him. Next morning we fent to the 
conftable to know if he had any thing more to fay to us? He fent 
us word, ‘ He had nothing to fay to us, we might go whither we 
‘ would.” The Lord hath fince raifed up a people to ftand for his 
name and truth in that town over thofe chaffy profeffors. 

We pafied from Manchefter, having many precious meetings in 
feveral places; till we came to Prefton ; between which and Lan- 
cafter ] had a general meeting: from which I went to Lancafter. 
There at our inn I met with colonel Weft, who was very glad to fee 
me; who meeting with judge Fell, told him, ‘ I was mightily 
‘ grown in the truth ;’ when indeed he was come nearer to the truth, 
and fo could better difcern it. fia ti 

We came from Lancafter to Robert Widders’s. On the firft-day 
after I had a general meeting near the Sands-fide, of friends of 
Weftmoreland and Lancafhire, when the Lord’s everlafting power 
was over all ; in which the word of eternal life was declared, and 
friends were fettled upon the foundation, Chrift Jefus, under his free 
teaching ; and many were convinced, and turned to the Lord. o 

Next day Icame over the Sands toSwarthmore, where friends were. 
glad to fee me. I ftaid there two firft-days, vifiting friends in their 
mectings there-away. They rejoiced with me in the goodnefs of the 
Lord, who by his eternal power had carried me through and over 
pagay difficulties and dangers in his fervice: to him be the praife for 
ever ! 

Having got a little refpite from travel, I was moved to write an 


epiftle to friends, as followeth : wees 
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AL L friends of the Lord every where, whofe minds are turned _1657- 
~* in towards the Lord, take heed to the light within you, gwarthmore. 
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which is the light of Chrift; which, as you love it, will call your 
minds inward, that are abroad in’thé creatures: fo your minds 
may be renewed by it, and turned to God in this which is pure, to 
worfhip the living God, the Lord of hofts over all the creatures. 
That which calls your minds out of the lufts of the world, will call 
them out of the affections and defires, and turn you to fet your af- 
feétions above. The fame that calls the mind out of the world, 
will give judgment upon the world’s affections and lufts, that which 
calls out your minds from the world’s teachers and the creatures, 
to have your minds renewed. There is your obedience known and 
found ; there the image of God is renewed in you, and ye come 
to grow upin it. That which calls your minds out of the earth, 
turns them towards God, where the pure Babe is born of the vir- 
gin; and the Babe’s food is known, the children’s bread, which 
comes from the living God, and nourifhes up to eternal life : which 
babes and children receive their wifdom from above, from the pure 
living God, and not from the earthly one; for that is trodden under 
foot by fuch. All who hate this light, whofe minds are abroad in 
the creatures, in the earth, and in the image of the devil, get the 
words of the faints (that received their wifdom from above) into the 
old nature and their corrupted minds. Such are murderers of the 
juft, enemies to the crofs of Chrift, in whom the prince of the ait 
lodgeth, fons of perdition, betrayers of the juft. Therefore take 
heed to that light, which is oppreffed with that nature; which 
light, as it arifes, {hall condemn all that curfed nature, fhall turn it 
out, and fhut it out of the houfe. So ye will come to fee the 
candle lighted, and the houfe fweeping and {wept. Then the pure 
pearl arifeth, then the eternal God is exalted. The fame light that 
calls in your minds out of the world (that are abroad) the fame turns 
them to God, the father of lights. Here in the pure mind is the 
pure God waited upon for wifdom from above; the pure God is 
feen night and day, and the eternal peace, of which there is 
no end, enjoyed. People may have openings, and yet their minds 
go into the lufts of the flefh ; but there the affections are not mor- 
tified. Therefore hearken to that, take heed to that, which calls 
your minds out of the affections and lufts of the world to have 
them renewed.. The fame will turn your minds to God ; the fame 
light will fet your affections above, and bring you to wait for the 
pure wifdom of God from on high, that it may be juftified in you. 
Wait all in that, which callsin‘your minds and turns them to God ; 
here is the true crofs. That mind fhall feed upon nothing that is 
earthly, but be kept in the pure light up to God, to feed 
upon the living food which comes from the living God. The Lord 
God Almighty be with you all, dear babes, and keep you all in his. 
ftrength and power to his glory, over all the world, ye whofe 
minds are called out of it, and turned to God, to worfhip the Cre- 
ator and ferve him, and not the creature. The light of God which 
calls the mind out of the creatures, and turns it to himfelf, brings 
into a being of endlefs joy and peace. Here is always a feeing God 
ate Che « prefent, 
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« prefent, which is not known to the world, whofe hearts are in the 
‘ creatures, whofe knowledge is in the flefh, whofe minds are not 
renewed. ‘Therefore all friends, the feed of God mind and dwell 
in, to reign over the unjuft; and the power of the Lord dwell in, to 
keep you clear in your underftandings, that the feed of God may 
reign in you all; the Seedof God, which is but one in all, is Chrift 
in the male and in the female, which the promife isto. Wait upon 


reign over the feed of the ferpent, and be the head ; and that all that 
is mortal may die: for out of that willrife prefumption. So fare 


ye well, and God Almighty blefs, guide, and keep you in his wif- 
dom. | 
ie C84 Sie 
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About this time friends that were moved of the Lord to go to the 
fteeple-houfes and markets, to ‘ reprove fin, and warn people of the 
« day of the Lord,’ fuffered much hardfhip from rude people, and 
alfo from the magiftrates; being commonly pulled down, buffetted, 
beaten, and frequently fent to prifon. Wherefore I was moved to 
give forth the following expoftulation to be {pread amongft people, 
to thew them how contrary they acted therein to the apoftles doctrine 
and practice, and to bring them to more moderation. 


: IS it not better for you that have caft into prifon the fervants and 
¢ 4 children of the Lord God for fpeaking, as they were moved, in 
« fteeple-houfes or markets, Is it not better, I fay, for you to ‘ try all 


- « things, and hold faft that which is good ?” Is it not of more ho- 


« nour and credit, to ‘ prove all things, and try all things, .than 


** to pluck down in the fteeple-houfes, pull off the hair of their — 


«¢ heads, and caft them into prifon?” Is this an honour to your 
© truth and gofpel you profefs? Doth it not thew that ye are out 
‘ of the truth, and are not ready to inftruct the gainfayers? Hath not 
« the Lord faid, ‘ He will pour out of his Spirit upon all fleth, and his 
‘© fons and daughters fhall prophefy, and old men fhall dream dreams, 


«* and young men fee vifions, and on his handmaids he will pour forth _ 


« of his Spirit?” Was not this prophecy in ages paft ftood againft by. 
« the wife, learned men in their own wifdom, and by the fynagogue- 
« teachers ? Were not fuch haled out of the fynagogues and temple, 
‘ who witnefled the Spirit poured forth upon them? Doth not this 
« fhew, that ye have not received the pourings forth of this Spirit upon 
« you, who fill the gaols with fo many fons and daughters, and hold u 

‘ fuch teachers as are bred up in learning at Oxford and Cambridge, 
‘ and are made by the will of man? Doth not this-fhew, that ye who. 
«are bred upthere, who are made teachers by the will\of man, and who 
« perfecute for prophefying, are ftrangers to the Spirit that is “ poured 


“ forth upon fons and. daughters ;” by which Spirit they come to. 


‘“* minifter to the {pirits that are in prifon ?” The Lord hath a contro- 
‘ verfy with you who are found prifoning and perfecuting fuch as the 
* Lord hath poured his Spirit upon. Do not your fruits thew, in-all 
‘ the nation where ye come, in towns, cities, villages, and countries, 


€ that ye are the {eed{men made by the will of man, who fow to the | 
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t flefh, of which nothing but corruption is reaped in nations, coun- . 1657. 
© tries, cities, and villages? Ye are looked upon and your fruits, and ork nave, 
‘ that which may be gathered is feen by all that are in the light, as 
« they pafs through your countries, towns, cities, and villages, that 
« ye are all the feedfmen that have fown to the fleth. Of this take ye 
< notice, who are of that birth that is born of the flefh; ye fow to your 
« own, perfecuting him that is born of the Spirit, who fows to the 
¢ Spirit, and of the Spirit reaps life eternal. Such ye, who fow to the 
.  ¢ fleth, eaft into prifon. Do yenot hale out of the fynagogues? pertfe- 
« cute and beat in the fynagogues, and knock down? Are not thetfe 
« the works of the flefh? Have not many been almoft murdered and 
« {mothered in your fynagogues ? Have not fome been haled out of 
« your fynagogues, for but looking at a prieft, and after caft into pri+ 
¢ fon? Doth not all this make manifeft what fpirit ye are of, and 
¢ your fruits to be of the flefh? What pleafures and fports in every 
« town are to be feen among your flocks, that fow to the flefh and are 
« born of it! Whereas the minifters of the Spirit cried againft fuch as 
<* {ported in the day-time,” fuch as ““ate and drank, and rofe up to 
<* play,” iuch as ‘lived wantonly upon earth in pleafures,” fuch as 
- ¢ lived in “ fulnefs of bread and idlenefs,” fuch as ‘defile the flefh ;” 
« fuch did God overthrow, deftroy, and fet forth as examples to all 
« them that after fhould live ungodly. But are not the fruits of this 
« reaped in every town ? Cannot ye from hence fee, that here is 
« fowing to the flefh? Again, what {corning, fcoffing, mocking, 
« derifion, and ftrife! What oaths, drunkennefs, uncleannefs, and 
« curfed {peaking ! What luit and pride is feen in the ftreets!  Thefe 
« fruits we fee are reaped of the flefh. So here we fee the feed{man, 
« him that fows to this flefh, of which nothing but corruption is 
« reaped, as the countries, towns, cities, and villazes make manifeft. 
« 
q 
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But the minifters of the Spirit, who fow to the Spirit, come to reap 
life eternal. Thefe difcern the other feedfman, who fows to the fleth, 
and of the flefh reaps corruption. For the day hath manifefted each 
feedfman, and what is reaped from each is feen; glory be toa the 
Lord God for ever!. The minifters of the Spirit, born of the Spirit, 

_ « fons and daughters which have the Spirit poured upon them, and 
« witnefs the promife of God fulfilled in them, by the Spirit of God 
« preach and minifter to the fpirit in prifon in every one, in the fight of 
« God, the Father of {pirits. God's hand is turned againft yow all that 
« have deftroyed God’s creatures upon your luft. God's hand is turned 
- s againit you that have wronged by unjuft dealing, defrauded, and op- 
« prefied the poor, and have refpected the perfons of the proud, and 
« lend not your ear to the cry of the poor. ‘The Lord’s hand and arm 
© againft you all is turned, and his righteous judgment and juftice upon 
€ you all will be accomplifhed and repaid, who fhall have a reward, 
« every one according to his works. Oh! the abomination and’ hy- 
* pocritical profeflion that is upon the earth, where God and Chrift, 
‘ faith, hope, the holy Spirit, and truth is profeffed, but the fear of 
© God, and the faith that purifies and gives viétory over the world, not 
‘ livedin! Doth it not appear that the wifdom which rules in all thofe, 
* whom the feedfman that fows to the flefh fows for, and who are od 
. . : . eg 
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‘ of the fleth, are from below, earthly, fenfual, and devilifh, their un- 
‘ derftanding brutifh, and their knowledge natural as the brute beafts ? 
‘ For men and women in that {tate have not patience to {peak one to 
« the other of the fcriptures, without much corruption and flefh: ap- 
‘ pearing, yet they have a feigned humility, a will-worfhip, and 


« righteoufnefs of felf ; but they own not thelight, which “ lighteth 


«¢ every man that cometh into the world, Chrift Jefus, the righteoufnefs 
“ of God :” which light being owned, felf, and the righteoufnefs of 
« felf, comes to be denied. Here is the humility that is contrary to the 
‘ light, and that is below and feigned. Here is the wifdom that is 


‘ from below, earthly, fenfual, and devilifh; for people can fcarce 


‘ differ from one another without deftroying one another, prifoning and 


« perfecuting one another, when they {peak of the fcriptures. This is — 


‘ the devilifh wifdom murdering and deftroying. This is not the wifdom 
‘ that is from above, which is pure and peaceable, gentle and eafy to be 
‘ intreated, full of mercy and good fruits. Here all may read each feed{- 
‘ man, which hath each wifdom. He that fows to the flefh, and is 
‘ born of that, hath the wifdom that is earthly, fenfual, and devilith ; 
‘ he that fows to the Spirit, a minifter of the Spirit, hath the wifdom 
‘ from above, which is pure, peaceable, gentle, and eafy to be intreated ; 
©‘ the wifdom by which all things were made and created. Now is each 
« wifdom difcovered, and each feedfman: the day, which is the light, 
‘ hath difcovered them. 
WG. AF 


I was moved alfo to give forth 'the following epiftle to friends, to ftir 
them up to be bold and valiant for the truth, and to encourage them in 
their fufferings for it. 


3s aw friends and brethren every-where, now is the day of your 

* trial, now is the time for you to be valiant, and to fee that the 
teftimony of the Lord doth not fall. Now is the day for the exercife 
of your gifts, of your patience, and of your faith. Now is the time 
to be armed with patience, with the light, with righteoufnefs, and 
with the helmet of falvation. Now is the trial of the flothful fervant, 
* who hides his talent, and will’ judge Chrift hard. ‘Now, happy are 
« they that can fay, ** The earth is the Lord’s and the fulnefs thereof, 
“«¢ and he gives the increafe ;” therefore who takes it from you? Is it 
‘ not the Lord ftill that fuffers it ? For the Lord can try you as he did 
« Job, whom he made rich, whom he made poor, and whom he made 
‘ rich again; who {till kept his integrity in all conditions. Learn 
© Paul’s leffon, In all ftates to be content; and have his faith, That 
«« nothing is able to feparate us from the love of God, which we 
« have in Chrift Jefus.” Therefore be rich in life, and in grace, 
‘ which will endure, ye who are heirs of life, and born of the womb 
* of eternity, that noble birth that cannot {toop to’ that which is born in 
* fin, and conceived in iniquity; who are better bred and born, whofe 
* religion is from God, above all the religions that are from below ; and 
‘ who walk by faith, by that which God hath given you, and not by 
* that which men make, who walk by fight, from the Mafs-book to the 
: ° , © Directory. 
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fight and not by faith. Therefore mind him that deftroys the ori- 
ginal of fin, the devil and his works, and cuts off the entail of Satan, 
viz. fin ; who would have by entail an inheritance of fin in men 
and women from generation to generation, and pleads for it by all 
his lawyers and counfellors. For though the law, which made no- 
thing perfect, did not cut it off ; yet Chrift being come deftroys the 
devil and his works, and cuts off the entail of fin. This angers 
all the devil’s lawyers and counfellors, that Satan fhall not hold fin 
by entail in thy garden, in thy field, in thy temple, thy tabernacle. 
So keep your tabernacles, that there ye may fee the glory of the 
Lord appear at the doors thereof. Be faithful; for ye fee what the 
worthies and valiants of the Lord did attain unto by faith. Enoch 
by faith was tranflated. Noah by faith was preferved over the 
waters in his ark. Abraham by faith forfook his father’s houfe and 
religion, and all the religions of the world. Ifaac and Jacob by 
faith followed his fteps. See how Samuel and other of the Lord’s 
prophets, with David, by faith were preferved to God over his 
enemies! Daniel and the three children by faith efcaped the lions 
and the fire, and preferved their worfhip clean, and by it were kept 
over the worfhips of the world. The apoftles by faith travelled 
up and down the world, were preferved from ali the religions of 
the world, and held forth the pure religion to the dark world, 


‘which they had received from God; and likewife their fellow- 


{hip was received from above, which is in the gofpel that is ever- 
lafting. In this, neither powers, principalities nor thrones, do- 
minions nor angels, things prefent nor things to come, heights 


nor depths, nor death, mockings, nor fpoiling of goods, prifons 
‘nor fetters were able to feparate them from the love of God, which 


they had in Chrift Jefus. And friends, «* Quench not the Spirit 
nor defpife prophefying,’ where it moves ; neither hinder babes 
and fucklings from crying Hofannah ; for out of their mouths will 
God ordain ftrength. There were fome in Chrift’s day that were 
againft fuch, whom he reproved; and there were fome in Mofes’s 
day, who would have ftopped the prophets in the camp ; whom 


* Mofes reproved, and faid by way of encouragement to them, 
“© Would God, that all the Lord’s people were prophets !” So I fay 
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now toyou. Therefore ye that itop it inyourfelves do not quench 
itin others, neither in babe nor fuckling; for the Lord hears the 
cries of the needy, and the fighs and groans of the poor. Judge 
not that, nor the fighs and yroans of the Spirit, which cannot be 
uttered, left ye judge prayer ; for prayer as well lies in fighs and 
groans to the Lord as otherwife: Let not the fons and daughters, 
nor the hand-maids be ftopped in their prophefyings, nor the young 
men in their vifions, nor the old men in their dreams ; but let the 
Lord be glorified in and through all, who is over all, God bleffed 
forever! Soevery one may improve their talents, every one exer- 
cife their gifts, and every one fpeak as the Spirit gives them utter- 
ance. Thus every one may minifter, as he hath received the 
grace, as a good fteward to him that hath given it him ; fo all 
plants may bud, and “ bring forth fruit” to the glory of oe 
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« for the manifeftation of the Spirit is‘ given’ to every one to ‘profit 
« withal.” See that every one hath profited in heavenly things ; 
male and female, look into your own vineyards, fee what fruit ye 
bear to God ; look into your own houfes, fee how they are decked 
and trimmed ; fee what odors, myrrh} and>frankincenfe ye have 
therein, and what a fmell and favour ye have to afcend to God 
that he may be glorified. Bring your deeds all to the light, which 
ye are taught to believe in by Chrift, your head, the heavenly man ; 
and fee how they are wrought in God. Every male and female,’ 
let Chrift dwell in your hearts by faith (Chrift in the male and in 
the female) ; and let your mouths be opened to the gloryof God 
the Father, that he may rule and reign in you. We muft not have 
Chrift Jefus, the Lord of Life, put any more in a ftable amongft 
the horfes and affes; he muft now have the beft chamber, ‘the 
heart, and the rude, debauched {pirit muft be turned out. . There- 
fore let him reign whofe right it is, who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghoft ; by which Holy Ghoft ye call him Lord, in which 
Holy Ghoft ye pray, and have comfort and fellowthip with the 
Father and with theSon. ‘Therefore know the triumph in it, 
and in God and his power (which the devil is out of) and in the - 
feed which is Firft and Laft, the Begining and Ending, ‘the Top 
and Corner-ftone ; in which is my love to you, and in which f 
re . . 
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« Your friend, G. Fy’ 
Pi O'SeT SuCeR: WET. | 
‘« Friends, be careful how ye fet your feet among the tender plants 


that are {pringing up out of God’s earth, left'ye tread upon them, 
‘ hurt them, bruife them, or cruth them in God’s vineyard’ » 9 > 


a 


After I had tarried two firft-days at Swarthmore, and vifited meet- 
ings thereabouts, I pafled into Weftmoreland in the fame work, till I 
came to John Audland’s, where was a general meeting. The night 
before I had a vifion of a ‘ defperate creature that was coming to de- 
‘ {troy me, but I got victory over it.’ The next day in the meeting- 
time came one Otway, with fome rude fellows. He rode round 
about the meeting with his {word or rapier, and would fain-have got 
in through the friends to me; but the meeting being great, the 
friends ftood thick, fo that he could not eafily come at me, . When 
he had rid about feveral times raging, and found he could not get in, 
being alfo limited by the Lord’s power, he at length went away. It was_ 


a glorious meeting, ended peaceably, and the Lord’s everlafting power 


came over all. This wild man, went home, became dittraéted, and 
not long after died. I fent a paper to John Blaykling to read.to him) 
while he lay ill, fhewing him his wickednefs; and he.did acknow- 
ledge fomething of it. cepa aMME IE Acs yeah 

From hence I went through Kendal, where a warrant. had long 
lain to apprehend me; and the conftables feeing me ran to fetch their 
warrant as I-was, riding through the town; but before they.could 


‘come up with it I was paft, and fo efcaped their hands. 


5 I travelled 


‘ 
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_ d: travelled northwards, vifiting meetings, till I came to Strick- 1657. 
Jand-head, where I had a great meeting...Moft of the gentry of sivontend. 
that country being gathered to an horfe-race, not far from the meet- head. — 
ing, I was moved to go and declare the truth to them; and a chief- 
conftable did alfo admonifh them. Our meeting was quiet, the Lord 
was with us; and by his word and power friends were fettled in the 
eternal truth. by 

From; hence we paffed into Cumberland, where we had many pre- Cumberland. 
cious, living meetings. After we had travelled to Gilfland, and had Gilfland. 
a meeting there, we came to Carlifle, where they ufed to put friends Carlifle. 
out of the town; but there came a great flood while we were there, 
that they could not put us out of the town; fo we had a meeting there 
_ onthe firft day. After which we pafled to Abbey-holm, and had a Abbey-holm. 
littke meeting there. This is a place where I told friends long before 
there would be a great people come forth to the Lord; which hath 
fince come to pafs, and .a large meeting there is gathered to the Lord 
in thofe. parts. 

I pafled from hence to a general meeting at Langlands in Cumber- Langlands. 
land; which was very large; for moft of the people had fo forfaken . 
the priefts, that the {teeple-houfes in fome places ftood empty. And 
John Wilkinfon, a preacher, that I have often named before, who had 
ihree fteeple-houfes, had fo few hearers left, that, giving over preach- 
ing in the fteeple-houtes, he firft fet up a meeting in his houfe, and 
preached there to them that were left. Afterwards he fet up a filent 
meeting (like friends) to which came a few ; for moft of his hearers 
were come to friends. Thus he held on, till he had not paft half a 
dozen left ;: the reft fill forfaking him, and coming away to friends. 

At laft, when he had fo very few left, he would come to Pardfey- 
Crag (where friends had a meeting of feveral hundreds of people, who 
were all come to fit under the Lord Jefus Chrift’s teaching) and he 
would walk about the meeting on the firft-days, like a man that went 
about the commons to look for fheep. During this time, I came to 
Pardfey Crag meeting, and he with three or four of his followers, yet 
left him, came to the meeting that day; and were all thoroughly con- 
vinced. After the meeting, Wilkinfon afked me two or three quef- 
tions, which I anfwered to his fatisfaction; from that time he came 
amongtt friends, became an able minifter, preached the gofpel freely, 
and turned. many to Chrift’s free teaching. And after he had conti- 
nued many years in the free miniftry of Chrift Jefus, he died in the 
year 1675. 
- Thad for fome time felt drawings on my {fpirit to go into Scot- Scotland. 
land; and had fent to colonel William Ofborn of Scotland, defiring 
him to meet me; and he, with fome others, were come out of Scot- 
land to this meeting. After it was over (which, he faid, was the 
mott glorious meeting that ever he faw in his life) I paffed with him 
and his company into Scotland; having Robert Widders with me; 
a thundering man againft hypocrify, deceit, and the rottennefs of the 
rieftsasts iyi . Ht 
; The firft night we came into Scotland, we lodged at an inn. The 
inn-keeper told us, an earl lived’about a quarter of a mile off, sai 
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had a defire to fee me; and had left word at his houfe, that if ever 
I came into Scotland, he fhould fend him word. He told us, there. 
were three draw-bridges to his houfe ; and that it would be nine o” 
clock before the third bridge was drawn. Finding we had time in 
the evening; we walked to his houfe. He received us very lovingly ; 
and faid, He would have gone with us on our journey, but that he 
was before engaged to go to a funeral. After we had fpent fome 


time with him, we parted very friendly, and returned to our inn. 


Next morning we travelled on, and paffing through Dumfries, came 
to Douglas, where we met with fome friends ; from thence we pafled 
to the Heads, where we had a bleffed meeting in the name of Jefus, 
and felt him in the midtt. 

Leaving Heads, we went to Badcow, and had a meeting there; 
to which abundance of people came, and many were convinced : 
among{t whom was one called a lady. From thence we paffed to- 
wards the Highlands to William Ofburn’s, where we gathered up ~ 
the fufferings of friends, and the principles of the Scotch priefts, 
which may be feen in a Book called, “* The Scotch Priefts Prin- 
‘© ciples.” 

Aboowivas we returned to Heads, Badcow, and Garfhore, where 
the faid lady Margaret Hambleton was convinced; who afterwards 
went to watn O. Cromwell and Charles Fleetwood of the day of the 
Lord that was coming upon them. 

On firft day we had a great meeting, and feveral profeflors came 
to it. Now the priefts had frighted the people with the doctrine of 
election and reprobation ; telling them, ‘ That God had ordained the 
‘ greateft part of men and women for hell; that, let them pray, or 
* preach; or fing, and do what they could, it was all to no purpofe, 
if they were ordained for hell; that God had a certain number, 
which were elected for heaven ; and let them do what they would, 
as David an adulterer, and Paul a perfecutor, yet elected vefiels for 
heaven. So the fault was not at all in the creature, lefs or more; 
-but God had ordained it fo.’ I was led to open to the people the 
falfenefs and folly of their priefts do@trines, and fhewed them, 
the priefts had abufed thofe {criptures which they had brought and 
quoted to them, as in Jude, and other places. For whereas they 
faid, ** There was no fault at all in the creature ;” I fhewed them, 
that they, whom Jude {peaks of, to wit, Cain, Core, and Balaam, 
who, he fays, were ordained of old to condemnation, the fault was 
in them. For did not God warn Cain and Balaam, and put the 
queftion to Cain, “ If thou doft well, fhalt thou not be accepted ?” 
And did not the Lord bring Core out of Egypt, and his company ? 
yet did not he gainfay both God and his law, and his prophet 
Mofes ? Here people might fee that there was a fault in Cain, 
Corah, and Balaam; and fo there is in all that go in their ways. — 
For if they, who are called chriftians, refift the gofpel as Core 
did the law, err from the Spirit of God as Balaam did, and do 
evil as Cain did, is not here a fault? which fault is in themfelves, 
and is the caufe of their treprobation, and not God. Doth not 
Chrift fay, « Go, preach the gofpel to all nations ?? Which is the 
gofpel of falvation. He would not have fent them into all nations, 
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© to preach the doétrine of falvation, if the greateft part of men had 


¢ been ordained for hell. Was not Chrift a propitiation for the fins gcuand. 


© of the whole world, for thofe that became reprobates,.as well as 
¢ for the faints? He died for all men, the ungodly as well as the 
« godly, as the apoftle bears witnefs, 2 Cor. v. 15. Rom. v. vi. And 
“¢ he enlightens every man that cometh into the world,” that through 
« him they might all believe. And Chrift bids them believe in the 
* light: but all they that hate the light, which Chrift bids all believe 
« in, are reprobated. Again, “‘ The manifeftation of the Spirit of God 
*« is given to every man to profit withal ;” but they that vex, quench, 
* and grieve it, are in the reprobation ; and the fault is in them, as it 
« is alfo in them that hate his light. The apoftle faith, «« The grace of 
«< God, which brings falvation, hath appeared unto all men, teaching 
«< us, that denying ungodlinefs and worldly lufts, we fhould live foberly, 
« righteoufly, and godly in this prefent world,” Tit. ii. 11, 12. Now 
« all thofe that live ungodly, and in the lufts of the world, that turn 
from this grace of God into wantonnefs, and walk defpitefully againft 
it, and fo deny God, and the Lord Jefus Chrift that bought them, the 
fault isin all fuch that turn from the grace of God into wantonnefs, 
and walk defpitefully againft that which would bring their falvation, 
and fave them out of the reprobation. But the priefts, it feems, 
can fee no fault in fuch as deny God, and the Lord Jefus Chrift 
that bought them, fuch as deny his light, which they fhould believe 
in, and his grace, which fhould teach them to live godly, and which 
fhould bring them their falvation. Now all that believe in the light 
of Chrift, as he commands, are in the ele€tion; and fit under the 
teaching of the grace of God, which brings their falvation. But 
« fuch as turn from this grace into wantonnefs are in the reproba- 
tion: and fuch as hate the light are in the condemnation. There- 
fore I exhorted all to believe in the light, as Chrift commands, 
‘and own the grace of God their free teacher; and it would affur- 
* edly bring them their falvation: for it is fufficient.’ Many other 
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_ -f{eriptures were opened concerning reprobation, and the eyes of the 


people were opened ; and a fpring of life rofe up among them. 
Thefe things foon came to the priefts ear; for the people, that fat 


‘under their dark teachings, began to fee light, and to come into the 


covenant of light. The noife was {pread over Scotland, amongft the 
prietts, That I was come thither; and a great cry was among them, 


that all would be fpoiled : for they faid, * I had fpoiled all the ho- 


€ neft men and women in England already’ (fo according to their own 


account, the worft were left to them). Upon this they gathered 


great afiemblies of priefts together, and drew up a number of curfes 


‘to be read in their feveral {teeple-houfes, that all the people fhould 


fay Amen to. Some few I will here fet down; the reft may be read 
in the book before-mentioned of “ The Scotch Priefts Principles.” 
The firft was, ‘ Curfed is he that faith, Every man hath a light 
* within him fufficient to lead him to falvation: and let all the people 
-* fay, Amen. . 
The fecond, * Curfed is he that faith, Faith is without fin: and 
-* let all the people fay, Amen.’ 


35 . _ The 


254 
1657. 


Scotland. 


Badcow. 


GEORGE FOX's JOURNAL 


The third, Curfed is he that denieth the fabbath-day: and let all 
‘ the people fay, Amen.’ Be fst 

In this laft they make the people curfe themfelves> for on the 
fabbath-day (which is the feventh day of the week, which the Jews 
kept by the command of God to them) they kept markets and fairs, 
and fo brought the curfe upon their own heads. 

As to the firft, concerning the light, Chrift faith, * Believe in the - 
‘ light, that ye may become children of the light:’ and‘ he that 
‘ believeth fhall be faved; he that believeth fhall have everlafting 
« life: he that believeth paffes from death to life, and is grafted in- 
‘ to Chrift.’ ‘And ye do well,’ faith the apoftle, ‘ that ye take heed 
« unto the light that fhines in the dark place, until the day dawn, 
« and the day-ftar arife in your hearts.’ So the light is fufficient to 
lead unto the day-ftar. 

As concerning faith, it is the gift of God; and every gift of God 
is pure. The faith, which Chrift is the author of, is precious, divine, 
and without fin. ‘This is the faith which gives victory over fin, and 
accefs to God; in which faith they pleafe God. But thofe are re- 
probates themfelves concerning this faith, and are in their dead faith, 
who charge fin upon this faith under pain of a curfe: which faith 


gives victory over their curfe, and returns it into their own bowels. 


There were a company of Scots near Badcow, who challenged a 
difpute with fome of our Scotch friends (for with me they would 
not difpute) : fo fome of the Scotch friends met them at the market- 
place. The difpute was to be concerning the fabbath-day, and fome 
other of their principles before-mentioned ; and I having got their 
principles and affertions, fhewed the friends where they might eafily be 
overthrown ; and a Scotch friend, a {mith, overthrew them clearly.. 

There were two Independent churches in Scotland, in one of which 
many were convinced; but the paftor of the other was in a great rage 
againit truth and friends. They had their elders, who fometimes would 
exercife their gifts amongft the church members, and were fometimes 
pretty tender: but their paftor {peaking fo much againft the light, 
and us, the friends of Chrift, he darkened his hearers; fo that they 
grew blind and dry, and loft their tendernefs.. He continued preach- 
ing againft friends, and againft the light of Chrift Jefus, calling it 
natural ; at laft one day in his preaching he curfed the light, and fell 
down as dead in his pulpit. The people carried him out, laid him 
upon a grave-ftone, and poured ftrong waters into him, which fetched ° 
him to life again ; and they carried him home, but he was mopith. 
After a while he ftripped off his cloaths, put on a Scotch plaid, and 
went into the country amongtt the dairy-women. When he had ftaid 
there about two weeks he came home, and went into the pulpit again. 
Whereupon the people expected fome great manifeftation or revelation 
from him ; but, inftead thereof, he began to tell them what enter- 
tainment he had met with; how one woman gave him fkimmed _ 
milk, another butter-milk, and another good milk: fo the people 
were obliged to take him out of the pulpit again, and carry him 
home. He that gave me this account, was Andrew Robinfon, one 
of his chief hearers, who came afterwards to be convinced, and re- 
ceived the truth. He faid, he never heard that he recovered his 
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fenfes again. By this people may fee what came upon him that 1657. 
curfed the light, which light is the life in Chrift, the word; and gruang. 
it ey be a warning to all others that fpeak evil againft the light of Badcow. 
Chrifti * ifsaon 
Now were the priefts in fuch a rage, that they pofted to Edinburgh, 

to O. Cromwell’s council there, with petitions againft me. The noife 

was, ‘ That all was gone ;’ for feveral friends were come out of Eng- 

land, and fpread over Scotland, founding the day of the Lord, preach- 

ing the everiafting gofpel of falvation, and turning people to Chrift Je- 
fus, who died for them, that they might receive his free teaching. Af- 

ter [had gathered the principles of the Scotch priefts, and the fuffer- 

ings of friends, and had feen friends in that part of Scotland fettled, 

by the Lord’s power, upon Chrift their foundation, I went to Edin- 

burgh, and in the way came to Linlithgow ; where lodging at an inn, Linlithgow. 
the inn-keeper’s wife, who was blind, received the word of life, and 

came under the teaching of Chrift Jefus her Saviour. At night’ came 

in abundance of foldiers, and fome officers, with whom we had much ° 
difcourfe ; fome were rude. One of the officers faid, ‘ He would 

* obey the Turk’s or Pilate’s command, if they fhould command him 
_ € to guard Chiitt to crucify him.’ So far he was from all tendernefs, or 

fenfe of the Spirit of Chrift, that he would rather crucify the Juft, 

than fuffer for or with the Juft; whereas many officers and magiftrates 

have loft their places, before they would turn againft the Lord and 

his Juft One. 

When I had ftaid a while at Edinburgh, I went to Leith, where many gdinburgh. 
officers of the army came in with their wives ; and many were convinced. 
Edward Billing’s wife was one. She brought a great deal of coral in 

her hand, and threw it on the table before me, to fee whether I 
would fpeak againft it, or no. I took no notice of it, but declared 
the truth to her, and fhe was-reached. Many Baptifts were very rude; 
but the Lord’s power came over them, fo that they went away con- 
founded. Then there came in another fort ; one of whom faid, ‘ He 
« would difpute with me: and, for argument’s fake, would deny there 
« was a God.’ I told him, ‘ He might be one of thofe fools that faid in 

© his heart, There is no God; but he fhould know him in the day of 
“ his judgment.’ So he went his way, and a fine precious time we 
had afterwards with feveral people of account; and the Lord’s power 


* came over all. William Ofburn was with me. Colonel Lidcot’s wife, 


William Welth’s wife, and feveral of the officers themfelves were con- 
vinced. Edward Billing and his wife at that time lived apart; and 
fhe being reached by truth, and become loving to friends, we fent for 
her hnfband, who came, and the Lord’s power reached to them both ; 
“they joined together in it, and agreed to live together in love and unity, 
as man and wife. : 

After this we returned to Edinburgh, where many thoufands were 
gathered together, with abundance of priefts among them, about burn- 
ing a witch ; and I was moved to declare the day of the Lord amongft 
them ; which when I had done, I went from thence to our meeting, 
whither many rude people and Baptifts came. The Baptifts began to 
vaunt with their logick and fyllogifms; but * I was moved, in the 

‘ Lord’s 
7 


256 
1657. 


Scotland. 
Edinburgh. 


Edinburgh 
council, 


GEORGE FOX's JOURNAL: 
‘ Lord’s power, to threth their chaffy light minds; and fhewed. the 
‘ people, that, after that fallacious: way of difcourfing, they might make 
« white feem black, and black feem white: as, that becaufe. a cock 
‘ had two legs, and each of them had two legs; therefore they were 


* all cocks. .Thus they might turn any thing into lightnefs and vanity ; 


* but it was not the way of Chrift, or his apoftles, to teach, {peak, er 
‘ reafon'after that)manner.’ Hereupon thofe Baptifts went their way ; 
and after they were gone, we had a blefied meeting in the Lord’s 


- power, which was.over all. - 


I mentioned before,. that many of the Scotch priefts, being greatly 
difturbed at the fpreading of truth, and the lofs of their hearers there- 
by, were gone to Edinburgh, to petition the council again{t me: When 
I came from the meeting to the inn where I lodged, an officer be- 
longing to the council brought me the following order : | 


- © Thurfday, the 8th of October, 1657, at his Highnefs’s Council 
| ‘ in Scotland : 
© Ordered, ee an 
: a Det George Fox do appear before the Council on Tuefday the 
4 13th of O&ober next, in the Forenoon. wrt 
< E. Downing, Clerk of the Council.’ 


When he had delivered me the Order, he afked me, ‘ Whetlier I 
© would appear or, no ? Jdid not tell him whether I would or no; 
but afked him, « If he had not forged the order?’ He faid, « No; ‘it 
* was a real order from the council, and he was fent as their meflenger 
‘ with it.” When the time came LI appeared, and was had into a great 
room, where many perfons came and looked at me. After a while 
the door-keeper had me into the council-chamber: and as I was going, 
he took off my hat. I afked him, ‘. Why he did fo? and who was 
‘ there, that I. might not goin with my hat on? JI told him; I had 
‘ been before the Protector with my hat on.’ But he hung up my 
hat, and had me in before them, When I had ftood a while, and they 
faid nothing, to me, I was moved of the Lord to fay, ‘ Peace be 
* amongit you. Wait in the fear of God, that ye may receive his wif- 
‘ dom from above, by which all things were made and created; that 
* by it ye may all be ordered, and may order all things under your 
« hands to God’s glory.’ They afked me, What was the occafion of — 
‘ my coming into that nation? I told them, ‘ I came to vifit the 
« feed of God, which had long iain in bondage under corruption ; that 
« all in the nation, who profeffed the fcriptures, the words of Chrift, 
‘of the prophets and apoftles, might come to the light, Spirit, and 
“ power, which they were in who gave them forth; that in and by | 


‘© the Spirit they might underftand the {criptures, and know Chrift and 


‘God aright, have fellowfhip with them, and one with another,’ They 
afked me, ‘ Whether I had any outward bufinefs there?’ I faid, 
* Nay.’ Then they afked me, ‘ How long I intended to ftay in that 
“ country?’ I told them, ‘ I fhould fay little to that; my time was 
* not to be long; yet in my freedom in the Lord I ftood, in the will 
‘ of him that fent me.” Then they bid me withdraw ; and the door- 
te . Keeper - 
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keeper took me by the hand, and led me forth, In a little time they 1657- 
fent for me again, and told me, ‘ I muft depart the nation of Scot- s~uavd. 
« land by that day fevennight.’ I afked them, ‘ Why? What had Edinburgh 
‘ Edone? What was my tranfgreffion, that they paffed fuch a fen- council. 
‘ tence upon me to depart out of the nation ? They told me, ‘ They 

« would not difpute with me.’ < I defired them to hear what I had 

‘ to fay'to them.’ They faid, « They would not hear me.’ I told 

them, ‘ Pharaoh heard Mofes and Aaron, yet he was an heathen ; 

« and Herod heard John Baptift; and they fhould not be worfe than. 

‘ thefe.’ But they cried, ¢ Withdraw, withdraw.’ Whereupon the 
door-keeper took me again by the hand, andled me out. I returned 

to my inn, and continued ftill in Edinburgh; vifiting friends there 

and thereabouts, and ftrengthening them in the Lord. After a little 

time I wrote a letter to the council, to lay before them their unchrif- 

tian dealings, in banifhing me, an innocent man, that fought their 
falvation and eternal good. 


‘ To the council of Edinburgh: 


OU that fit in council, and bring before your judgrnent-feat 
the innocent, the juft, without fhewing what evil I have done, 

or convicting me of any breach of law; and afterwards ye banith 
me out of your nation, without telling me for what; though I 
told you, when ye afked me ‘ How long I would ftay in the na- 
tion *’ that my time was not long (I fpoke it innocently) ; yet ye 
banifh me. Will not all, think ye, that fear God, judge this to 
be wickednefs ? Confider, did not they fit in council about Ste- 
phen, when they ftoned him to death? Did they not fit in council 
about Peter and John, when they haled them out of the temple, 
put them out of their council for a little feafon, and took counfel 
together ; and then brought them in again, threatened, and charged 
them to fpeak no more in that name? Was not this to ftop the 
truth from fpreading in that time? Had not the priefts an hand in 
thefe things, with the magiftrates ? and in examining Stephen, when 
he was {toned to death? Was not the council gathered together 
again{t Jefus Chrift, to put him to death? and had not the chief 
priefts an hand in it? When they perfecute the juft, and crucify 
the jufl, do they not then neglect judgment; mercy, and juftice, 
and the weighty matters of the law, which are juft? Was not the 
apoftle Paul toffed up and down and imprifoned by the priefts and 
the rulers? Was not John Baptift caft into prifon? Are not ye 
doing the fame work, thewing what fpirit ye are of ? Now, do not 
ye thew the end of your profeflion, the end of your prayers, the 
end of your religion, and the end of your teaching, who are now 
come to banith the truth, and him that came to declare it unto 
you? Doth not this fhew that ye are but in the words, out of the 
life of the prophets, Chrift, and his apoftles? for they did not ufe 
fuch practice, as to banifh any. How do ye receive ftrangers, which 
is a command of God among the prophets, Chrift, and the apoftles? 
Some by that means have entertained angels at unawares ;. but 
ye banifh one that comes to vifit the feed of God, and is not charge- 
ae rah ‘ able 
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able to any of you. | Will not all that fear God ‘look upon this to 
befpite and wickednefs againft the truth ? How are ye like to: love 
enemies, that banifh your friend? How are ye'like to do good: to 
them that hate you, when ye do evil to them that love you? How 
are ye like to heap coals of fire on their heads that-hate you, and to 
overcome evil with good, when ye banifh thus? Do ye not manifeft 
to all that are in the truth that ye have not the chriftian {pirit ?’ How 
did ye do juftice to me, when ye could not convict me of any . evil, 
yet banifh me? This fhews that truth is banifhed out of your hearts, 
and ye have taken part againft the truth with evil-doers, with the 
wicked envious priefts, ftoners, ftrikers, and mockers in the ftreets ; 
with thefe, ye that banifh have taken part; whereas ye fhould have 
been a terror to thefe, and a praife to them that do well, and fuc- 
courers of them that are in the truth; then might ye have been a 
blefling to the nation, and not haye banifhed him that was ‘moved of 
the Lord to vifit the feed of God, and thereby have brought your 


them that fear God. Were not the magiftrates fttrred up in former 
ages to perfecute or banifh, by the corrupt priefts? and did not the 
“ corrupt priefts ftir up the rade multitude againft the juft in other ages? 
Therefore are your ftreets like Sodom and Gomorrah. . Did not the 
Jews and the priefts make the Gentiles minds envious againft the 
apoftles? Who were they that would not have the prophet Amos to 
. prophefy at the king’s chapel ; but bad him fly his way ? When Jere- 
miah was put in the prifon, in the dungeon, and in the ftocks, had 
not the priefts an hand with the princes in doing it? Now fee all, 
that were in this work of banifhing, prifoning, perfecuting, whether 
they were not all out of the life of Chrift, the prophets, and apoftles ? 
To the witnefs of God in you all I {peak. Confider, Whether or 


-£ no they were not always the blind magiftrates, which turned their. 
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{word always backward, that knew not their friends from their foes, 
and fo hit their friends? Such magiftrates were deceived by flattery.’ 


(NG. 


When this was delivered, and read amongft them, fome of them, 
I heard, were troubled at what they had done; being made fenfible 
that they would not’ be fo ferved themfelves. But it was not long be- 
fore they that banifhed me were banifhed themfelves, or glad to get 
away ; who would not do good in the day when they had power, nor 
fuffer others that would. 

After I had fpent fome time among friends at Edinburgh, and there- 
abouts, I paffed from thence to-Heads again, where friends had been 
in great fufferings; for the Prefbyterian priefls had excommunicated 
them, and given charge, that none fhould buy or fell with them, nor 
eat nor drink with them. So they could neither fell their commodi- 
ties, nor buy what they wanted; which made it go very hard with fome 
of them; for if they had bought bread or other victuals of any of their 


- neighbours, the priefts threatened them fo with curfes, that they would 
run and fetch it from them again. But colonel Athfield, being a juf- 
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tice of peace in that country, put: a ftop to the priefts proceedings. 657. 
This colonel Athfield was afterwards convinced himfelf, had'a meet= 
ing fettled at his houfe, and declared. the truth, and lived -and died 
in it. 

‘Agten J, aad cite friends. at ree rae Fined and encouraged 
them in the Lord, I went to Glafgow, where a meeting was ap- Glaigow. 
pointed ; -but not-one of the town’came to it...As I went:into the 
city, the guard at. the gates took me before the governor, who was 
a moderate man. A great deal of difcourfe I had with him ;.but he 
was too light to receive the truth ; yet he fet me at liberty: fo I 
pafled to the mecting. But feeing none of the town’s people came 
to the meeting, we declared truth through the town ; then paffed 
away, vifited friends meetings Vadecaliouss. and returned. towards 
_Badcow.. Several friends dectaced truth in their fteeple-houfes, and padcow. 

the Lord’s power was with them. Onetime, as I was going with 
William Ofburn to his houfe, there lay a company of rude fellows by 
the way-fide, who had hid themfelves under the hedges and in 
bufhes. I efpying them, afked him, ‘ What they were” ¢ Oh!’ 
faid he, ‘ they are thieves.’ Robert Widders, being moved to go to 
{peak to’a prieft, was left behind, intending to come after ; fo I {aid 
to William Ofburn, ‘ I will ftay here in this valley, and do thou go 
‘ look after Robert Widders.’ But he was unwilling to go, being 
afraid to leave me there alone becaufe of thofe fellows ;. till I told 
him, ‘ I feared them not.’ Then I called to them, afking them, 
What they lay lurking there for? I bid them come up to me ; but 
they wereloth tocome. I charged them to come up to me, or elfe 
it might be worfe with them. Then they came trembling to me; 
for the dread of the Lord had ftruck them. I admonifhed them to 
be honeft, and directed them to the light of Chrift in their hearts, 
that by it they might fee what an evil it was to follow after theft and 
robbery ; and the power of the Lord came over them. I ftaid there 
till William Ofburn and Robert Widders.came, and then we pafied 
ontogether. But itis likely, if we two had gone before, they would 
have "fobbed Widders when he had come after alone, there being 
three or four of them. . 

We went to William Ofburn’s, where we had a good opportunity 
to declare the truth to feveral people that came in. Then we went 
among the Highlanders, who were fo devilith they had like to have Highlands. 
{poiled us and our horfes; for they ran at us with pitchforks; but 
_ through the Lord’s goodnels we eicaned them, being preferved by his 

ower. 

. From thence we pafled to eantaes where the foldiers took us up; Stirling. 
and had us to the main- -guard. After a few words with their officers, 
the Lord’s power coming over them, we were fet at liberty; but no 
_mecting could we get amongft them in the town, they were fo clofed: 

Upin darknefs. Next morning there came a man with an horfe that 

was, to Tuna race, and moft of the town’s people and the officers went 

to fee i it. As they, returned from the race, I had a brave opportunity to 
declare the day. of the Lord and his word of life amongft them. Some 
confefled to it. , and fome oppofed ; but the Lord’s truth | and power came 
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Leaving Stirling we came to Burnt-ifland, where I had two meetings: 
at captain Pool’s ; one in the morning, the other in the afternoon. 
Whilft they went to dinner I walked to the fea-fide, not having freedom 
to eat with them. Both he and his wife were convinced, and became © 
good friends afterward ; and feveral officers of the army came. in’and 
received the truth. te Ok . 

We pafied from thence through feveral other places in that country, 
till we came to Johnftons; where were feveral Baptifts, that were very 
bitter, and came in a rage to difpute with us. Vain. janglers. and dif- 
puters indeed they were. When they could not prevail by difputing, 
they went and informed the governor againft us, and next morning 


‘they raifed a whole company of foot, and banifhed me, Alexander 


Parker, James Lancafter, and Robert Widders out of the town. As 
they guarded us through the town, James Lancafter was moved to 
fing with a melodious found in the power of God, and I was moved 
to proclaim the day of the Lord, and preach the everlafting gofpel to 
the people. For the people generally came forth, fo that the ftreets 
were filled with them; and the foldiers were fo afhamed, ‘that they 
faid, ‘ They had rather have gone to Jamaica than have guarded us fo. 
But we were put into a boat with our horfes, carried over the water, 
and there left. The Baptifts, who were the. caufe of our being thus 
put out of this town, were themfelves, not. Jong after, turned out of 
the army ; and he that was then governor was difcarded alfo when 
the king came in. Rega . 
Being thus thruft out of Johnftons we went to another market- 
town, where Edward Billing and many foldiers quartered... We went 
to an inn, and defired to have a meeting in the town, that we might 
preach the everlafting gofpel amongft them. The officers and foldiers 
faid, ‘ We fhould have it in the town-hall ;’ but the Scotch magiftrates 
in fpight appointed a meeting there that day -for the bufinefs of the 
town. Which when the officers of the foldiery underftood, and per- 
ceived that it was done in malice, they would have had us to have 
gone into the town-hall neverthelefs. But we told them, ‘ No, by no 
« means; for then the magiftrates might inform the governor againft 
them, and fay, ‘ They took the town-hall from them by force, when 
* they were to do their town-bufinefs therein” We told them, ‘ We 
« would go to the market-place.’ They faid, <« It was matket-day.’ 
We replied, + It was fo much the better; for we would have all peo- 
‘ ple to hear the truth and know our principles.’ Alexander Parker 
went and ftood upon the market-crofs, with a bible in his hand, and 
declared the truth amongft the foldiers and market-people; but the . _ 
Scots, being a dark, carnal people, gave little heed, nor hardly took 
notice what was faid, After a while } was moved of the Lord to ftand 
up at the crofs, and to declare with a loud voice the everlafting truth, 
and the day of the Lord that was comifg upon/all fin and wickednefé. 
Whereupon the people came running out of the town-hall, and ga- 
thered fo together that’ at laft we had a large meeting ; for they 
only fate in the court for a colour to hinder us from having the hall to 
meetin. -When the people were come away, the magiftrates followed’. 
them. Some walked by, but fome flaid and heard; and the Lord’s 
; power 
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~... power came overall and kept all quiet: * The people were turned to 1657- 
Waii..’<¢ the: Lord Jefus:Chrift) who diedfor them, and had enlightened them, Scatland. 
Re i that with his light they might fee their evil deeds, be faved from their Johnftons. 
© fins-by.him, and might come to’know him to be their teacher. “But 
_ * © af theyswouldnot-receive Chrift,.and own hint, it was told them, 
-« .. © that this light ‘which “came from-him would be their condem- 
Bee 32S reahohd 15204 ey rage Be ork : . Pairs? 
_~ , Several of therh weré made loving tous, efpecially the Englifh, and 
fome:came afterwards to be convinced.» But there .was 4 foldier that 
was-very envious againft us’; he hated both us and the truth, fpoke: evil 
. of the truth, and very defpitefully againft the light of Chrift Jefus, 
which we bore teftimony to. .Mighty zealous he was for the priefts 
and their hearers: As this man was “holding his hat before his face, 
while. the’ prieft prayed; one of the prieft’s'hearers ftabbed him to- 
death, So he, who had rejected the teachings of the Lord Jefus Chrift, 
and eried down the fervants of the Lord, was murdered amongit them ~ 
whom ‘he had fo cried up, and by one of them. | 
We travelled from this town to Leith, warning and exhorting peo- Leiths 
ple, as we went, to turn tothe Lord. At Leith the innkeeper told 
me, the. council-had granted warrants to.apprehend me, ‘ becaufe I 
‘ was not gone out of the nation after the feven days were expired 
‘ that they had ordered me to depart the nation in.’ Several friendly’ 
people alfo came and told me the fame. To whom I faid: «What do 
« ye tell me of their warrants againft me? If there were a cart-load of 
« them I do not:regard them ; for the Lord’s power is over them all.’ 
I went from Leith to Edinburgh again, where they faid the warrants Edinburgh, 
from the council were out againft me. I went tothe inn where I had 
lodged before, and no man offered to meddle with me. After I had 
vifited friends in the city, I defired thofe that travelled with me to get 
ready their horfes in the morning; and we rode out of town together. 
There were with me Thomas Rawlinfon, Alexander Parker, and 
Robert Widders. When we were come out of the town, they afked me, 
‘ Whither I would go? I told them, ‘ It was upon me from the 
‘ Lord to go back again to Johnftons (the town out of which we had Johnstons; 
‘ been lately thruft) and to fet the power of God and his truth over 
-§ them alfo. Alexander Parker faid, « He would go along with me;’ 
-and I withed the other two to ftay’ at a town about three miles from 
_ Edinburgh till we returned. Then Alexander Parker and I got over ~ 
_ the water, which was about three miles over, and rode through the 
country ; but in the afternoon, his horfe being weak and not able to 
hold up with mine, I put on and. got into Johnftons juft as they were 
drawing up.the bridges, the officers and {oldiegs never queftioning me. 
I rode up the ftreet to captain Davenport's, from whence we had been 
--banifhed.. --There were many officers with him; and when I came 
- amongft them they lifted up their hands; admiring that I fhould come 
agains but Itold them, ‘ The Lord God had {ent me amongft them 
‘ again.’ They went their way ; and the Baptifts fent me a letter, by 
way of challenge, ‘ That they would difcourfe with me the next day.’ 
a I fent then» word, -© I would meet. them at fuch a houfe, about half a 


, 
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ftay in town to difcourfe with them, they might, under pretence’ of 
difcourfing with me, have raifed men to put me out of town again, 


as they had done before. At the time appointed I went to the place, - 
_ captain Davenport and his fon accompanying me; where I ftaid fome 


hours, but not one of them came. While F ftaid waiting for them, I 


efpied Alexander Parker coming ; who ‘not being able to reach the 


town, had lain out the night before; and I was exceeding glad that 
we were met again. Ree eet 3 

Captain Davenport was then loving to friends ; but afterwards 
coming more into obedience to truth, he was turned out of his place, 
for not putting off his hat, and for faying Thou and Thee to them. 


When we had waited beyond reafonable ground to expect any of. 


their coming we departed ; and Alexander Parker being moved to go 
again to the town where we had'the meeting at the market-crofs, 
I pafled alone to lieutenant Fofter’s quarters, where I found {everal 
officers that were convinced. From thence I went to the town where 
I had left the other two friends, and they and I went back to Edin- 
burgh together. . 


When we were come to the city, I bid Robert Widders follow me ; ~ 


and in the dread and power of the Lord we came up to the two firft 
centries, and the Lord’s power came fo over them, that we pafled by 
them without any examination. Then we rode up the ftreet to the 
market-place, and by the main-guard out at the gate by the third 
centry, and fo clear out at the fuburbs, and there came to an inn and 
fet up our horfes, it being feventh-day. Now I faw and felt that we 
had rode, as it were, againft the cannon’s mouth or the fword’s point ; 
but the Lord’s power and immediate hand carried us over the heads of 
them all. Next day I went to the meeting in the city, friends having 
notice I would attend it. ‘There came many officers and foldiers to it, 
and a glorious meeting it was ; the everlafting power of God was fet 
over the nation, and his Son reigned in his glorious power. All was 
quiet, and no man offered to meddle with me. When the meeting 
was ended, and [I had vifited friends, I came out of the city to my inn 
again, ‘The next day, being fecond day, we fet forward towards the 

As we travelled along the country I efpied a {teeple-houfe, and it 
ftruck at my life. I afked, what fteeple-houfe it was? and was an- 
fwered, it was Dunbar. When I came thither, and had fet up at an 


inn, I walked to the fteeple houfe, having a friend or two with me. 
When we came to the fteeple-houfe yard, one of the chief men of the | 


town was walking there. I {poke to one of the friends that was with 
me, ‘ To go tohim, "nd tell him, that about the ninth hour next 


‘ morning there would be a meeting there of the people of God called . 


© Quakers ; of which we defired he would give notice to the people of 
‘ the town.’ He fent me word, ‘ That they were to have a leéture 


there by the ninth hour ; but that we might have our meeting there by 
© the eighth. hour if we would.’ We concluded fo, and defired him to 


give notice of it. Accordingly in the’ morning both poor and rich 


_ came ; and there being a captain of horfe quartered in the town, he 


and his troopers came alfo, fo that we had a large concourfe ; anda glo- 
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riouS meeting it was, the Lord’s s. power béing over all. After fome time’. #657. 
the prieft came, and went into” the fteeple-houfe 3 but we Being in scodead: 
the yard, mott of the’ people ftaid with us, Friends were fo full, Dunbar: 
and their voices fo high in the power of God, that the prieft could do 
little in the houfe, . but, came quickly. Out ‘again, ftood a while, and 

then went his way. -E ‘opened to the people, « Where they might 

© find Chrift Jefus, turned them to the light; which he had en 

‘ lightened them withal, that in the light they might fee Chrift who 

died for them, turn to him, and Leow him to he their Saviour and 
teacher; let them fee, that the teachers they had hitherto followed 
were hirelings; who made the gofpel chargeable ; fhewed them the 
wrong ways they. had walked i in, in the night df apottafy, direéted 
them to Chrift, the néw and living. ‘way to God; manifefted unto 
them, how they had loft the religion and worthip which Chrift fet up 

in {pirit and truth, and had hitherto been in the religions and wor- 

fhips of mens making and fetting up sand after I had turned the 
people to the Spirit of God, which led the holy men of God to give 

forth the fcriptures, and fhewed them that they muft alfo come to 
receive and be led by the fame Spirit in themfelves (a meafure of 
which was given unto every one of them) if ever they came to know 

God and Chrift and the fcriptures aright, perceiving the other 
friends to.be full of power and the word of the Lord, I ftepped down, 
giving way for them to declare what they had from the Lord to the 
people.’ Towards the latter end of the meeting fome profeflors began 

to jangle ; whereupon I {tood up again and an{wered their queftions, fo 

that they feemed to be fatisfied, and our meeting ended in the Lord's. 
power, quiet and. peaceable. This was the laft meeting I had in Scot-~ 

land. The truth and the power of God was fet over that nation, and 
many, by the power and Spirit of God, were turned to the Lord Jefus 
Chrift, their Saviour and Teacher, whofe blood was fhed for them ; 

and there is fince a great increafe, aad great there will be in Scotland, | 
tho’ the time may be far diftant at prefent. For when firft I fet my 
horfe’s feet upon Scotifh ground, I felt the feed of God to {parkle about 

me, like innumerable {parks of fire. Not but that there is abundance 

of thick, cloddy earth of hypocrify and falfenefs atop, and a briary, 
brambly nature, which is to be burned up with God’s word, and 
plowed up with his fpiritual plough, before God’s feed brings forth 
heavenly and fpiritual fruit to his glory. But the hufbandman is to 
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Ae wait in patience. 


_. From Dunbar we came to Berwick, sitiere we were queftioned OE pga 
‘ttle by the officers ; but the governor was loving towards us, and in 3" ese ae 
the evening we hada little meeting, in a ae power of the Lord 
was manifefted over all,” 
Leaving Berwick we came ‘to Morpeth, and through the country, Morpeth. 
vifting fnends, to Newcaftle, where 1 had been once before, The Newsallle. 
Neweaftle priefts . wrote. . many books againft us, and one Ledger, an 
‘alderman ‘Ob Hie. town, ‘was very envious againt{t trath aud friends.” He 
faid, < The Quakers would not come into any great 


ae ‘ 


ae towns, ‘bat lived it in. the fells like butterflies.” I took Anthony Pelton | 


with me, he: we to this Ledger and feveral others of the aldermen 5 
: Ae * defiring 
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c ‘Sehinty to ‘hina ce meeting amongtt there fecing they had. tae ity 
¢ many books againtt | us: “for. we-were now-come, I told. them,’ into 
« their great town.’ But they would not yield we fhould have a meets 
ing, neither would they bés {poke with, fave only this: Ledger: andg@ne . 
other... I’ queried,’ « Had they not ‘called friends butterflies, and, & iid, ‘ 


. We ‘would not come ‘into any great’ towns? — ~ And’ now “we were’ fe with 
¢ their town, ‘they would not come at us, tho’ they: had printed: books...” 
© againft us: who are the butterflies. now? - “Then Ledger began to 


t plead for the fabbath-day. . 1 told him, They kept markets and fairs. . 

‘ on-that which’was the fabbath-day, for that was the feventh day of 
‘the week; whereas that day which the profefied chriftians now meet °° 
© on, and call their fabbath, is the firtt day of the week.’ As we could 
not bane d publick meeting among them, we got a little meeting among 
friends and friendly people at the Gate- ae ; where a meeting 1s Con- 
tinued to.this day in the name of Jefus. As I was pafling by the 
market-place the power/of the Lord rofe in me * to.warn them of the 
« day of the Lord that.was coming upon them,’ And not long after, 
all thofe priefts of Neweattle and their uo Sian were turned out wher 


~ the kin g came in. 


Northumber- 
land. 


Bifhoprick. 


Durham. 


From Newcattle we travelled. having meetings aoe vifiting Lae 


in Northumberland and Bithopr ick. A very good meeting we had at 


lieutenant Dove’s, where many were turned to the Lord and his teaching. 
After which I, went. to vilit a juftice of peace, a very {ober, loving man, 
who confeffed to the truth: 

From thence -we. came~ to Durham, where was a man come from 


London to fet up a college to make minifters of Chrift, as they faid. 


I went with fome others. to-reafon with the man, and to let him fee, 
© That to teach men Hebrew, Greek, Latin, and Rs feven arts, which 
© were all but the teachings of the petaiat man, wasnot the way to make 


© them minifters of Chrift. For the languages began at Babel ; and to 


. the Greeks, that {poke Greek as their mother-tongue, the preaching 
¢ of the crofs of Chrift was foolifhnefs; and to the Jews, that fpoke 
Hebrew as. their mother-tongue, Chrift was a ftumbling-block. 
© The Romans, who had the Batin: perfecuted the Chriftians ; and ~ 
« Pilate, one of the Roman governors, fet Hebrew, Greek, and Latin 
* atop be Chrift when he crucified him. So he might fee the many 
« Janguages began, at Babel, and they {et them’ atop ‘of Chrift, the 
« Word, when they crucified him. John the divine, who preached 
« the Word which was in the beginning, faid, « That the beaft and the © 
«whore have power over tongues and languages, and they aré as 
‘ waters.” Thus, I told him, “he ‘might fee the whore and the beaft 
« have power over. ‘theltongues « and the many languages, which are in 
« myftery Babylon; for they began | at Babel, and the _perfecutors of 
«. Chrift Jefus {et them overhim,’ when he was crucified by. them ; but 
‘ he is rifen over themvall, who. was before them all. ‘ Now (Laid. i} 0, 
* this man) doft thou think to make minifters of Chrift by. thefe natural, 
_confufed. languages which {prung from. Babel,. _are adimired in Baby- 
«lon, and fet atop of Chrift, the Life, by a. perfecutor? Oh, nol. . 
The oath confefled to.many of thefe things... Then we thewed him 
furth ner, « That Chrift made his, antes pimelt, Ba gifts unto — 
Pee TRS mein base them,» 
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« them; and bid them “ Pray to the bord of the Harvett to fend forth _ 1657. 
&s labourers.” And Peter and John, though unlearned and ignorant purham. 
¢ as to fchool-learning, preached Chrift Jefus theWord, which was in the 
« beginning, before Babel was. Paul alfo was made an apoftle, not of 
« man, nor by man, neither received he the gofpel from man, but 
‘ from Jefus Chrift ; who is the fame now, and fo is the gofpel, as it 
‘ was atthat day.. When we had thus difcourfed with him, he be- 
came very loving and tender ; and after he had confidered further of © 
it, declined to fet up his college. —- : 

From Durham we went to Anthony Pearfon’s, from thence into 
Cleveland, and paffed through Yorkfhire to the further end of Holder- Cleveland. 
nefs, and had mighty meetings, the Lord’s power accompanying us. Ao aioe 

After we paffed from Anthony Pearfon’s, we went by Hull and yay. 
Pomfret to George Watkinfon’s, and vifited moft of the meetings in Pomfret. 
thefe parts, till we came \to Scalehoufe, and fo to Swarthmore; the geatenoute. 
everlafting power and arm of God carrying us through and preferving Swarthmore. 
us. After I had vifited friends there-away, I paffed into. Yorkthire and Meat 
Chefhire, and fo through other counties into Derbythire and Not- Derbythire- 
tinghamfhire ; and glorious meetings we had, the Lord’s prefence be- Nottingham- 
ing with us. ge 

At Nottingham I fent to Rice Jones, defiring him ‘ to acquaint Nottingham. 
* his people that I had fomething to fay to them from the Lord,’ 

He came and told me, ‘ Many of them lived in the country, and he 
* could not tell how to fend to them.’ I told him, ‘ He might ac- 
« quaint them about the town of it, and fend to as many in the 
_* country as he could.’ ‘The next day we met at the caftle, there being 
about fourfeore people, to whom I declared the truth for about the 
fpace of two hours ; and the Lord’s power was over them all, fo that 
they had not power to open their mouths in oppofition. When I had 
done, one of them afked me a queftion, which I was loth to have 
anfwered ; for } faw it might lead into jangling, and was unwilling to 
go into jangling, for fome of the people were tender ; yet I could not 
well tell how to efcape it. Wherefore I anfwered the queftion, and 
. was moved forthwith to {peak to Rice Jones, and lay before him, 
 That:he had been the man who had fcattered fuch as had been ten- 
‘ der, and fome that had been convinced and had been led out of the 
« yanities of the world, which he had formerly judged ; but now he 
« judged the power of God in them, and they being fimple turned to 
« him ; fo he and they were turned to be vainer than the world : for 
«many of his followers were become the greateft foot-ball players 
¢ and wreftlers in the whole country. I told them it was the 
< ferpent in him that had fcattered and done hurt to fuch as were 
“tender towards the Lord. Neverthele(s, if. he waited in the fear 
¢ of God for the feed of the woman, Chrift Jefus, to bruife the 
« ferpent’s head in him, that had feattered and done the hurt; 
‘ Leth ha to gather them again by this heavenly feed ; though 
« jt would: be an hard work for him, to gather them again out of 
« thofe vanities he had led them into.’ At this Rice Jones faid, “ Thou 
«¢ Jieft, it is not the feed of the woman that bruifes the ferpent’s head.” 
© No! faid I, what is it then? “ I fay, it is thelaw,” faidhe, ‘ But, 
Mies ce Se 3X © faid 
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1657. € faid I,’ the feripture,: {peaking of the feed’of the woman, faith, 


| en ae 
Nottingham. 


«It thall bruife thy head, and: thou {halt bruife his heel :? now, 
« hathithe’law an heel, faid.I,’to be bruifed ?’?. Then Rice Jones 
and all his company were: at a ftand, and I, was moved in, the 
power of the Lord -fay, < This: feed, Chrift) Jefus,, the feed 
«of the woman, which fhould bruife the ferpent’s head, .thall 
‘« bruife thy head, and. break you all in pieces. . Thus I left on the 
heads of them the feed, Chrift; and not long after he and his com- 
pany fcattered to pieces ; feveral of whom came to be friends, and 
ftand to this day. Many of them had been convinced about 
eight years before, but had been led afide by this Rice Jones ;. for 
they denied the inward crofs, the power of God, and fo went into 
vanity. It was about eight years, fince I had been formerly amongft 
them ; in which time I was to pafs over them, and by them, feeing 
they had flighted the Lord’s truth and power, and the vifitation of 
his love unto them. But now was the time that I was moved to go 
to them again, and it was of great fervice; for many of them were 
brought to the Lord Jefus Chrift, and were fettled upon him, fitting — 
down under his teaching and feeding, where they were kept frefh 


and green ; and the others that would not be gathered to him foon 


1658. 
Warwick- 
Shire. 
Northamp- 
tonfhire. 
Leicefterfhire. 
Bedfordfhire 
yearly meet- 
ing. 


after withered. This was that Rice’ Jones, who had fome years be- 
fore faid, ¢ I was then at the higheft, and fhould fall;’ but, poor 
man ! he little thought how near his own fall. was. 

We left Nottingham, and went into Warwickthire, Northampton- 
fhire, and Leicefterfhire, vifiting friends, and having meetings as we 
travelled. We came into Bedfordfhire, where we had large gather- 
ings inthe name of Jefus. After fome time we came to John Crook’s, 
where a general yearly meeting for the whole nation was appointed 
to be held. ‘This meeting lafted three days, and many friends from 
moft parts of the nation came to it ; fo that the inns and towns round 
thereabouts were filled, for many thoufands of people were at it. 
And although there was fome difturbance by fome rude people, that 
had run out from truth ; yet the Lord’s power came over all, anda 
glorious meeting it was. The everlafting gofpel was preached, and — 
many received it, which gofpel brought life and immortality to 
light in them, and fhined over all. ; awe 

I was moved by the Power.and Spirit of the Lord to open unto 
them the ‘ promife of God, that it was made to the feed, not to feeds, 
‘ as many, but to‘one ; which feed was Chrift.: and that all people, 
both male and female, fhould feel this feed in them, which was 
heir of the promife ; that fo they might all witnefs Chrift in.them, 
the hope of glory, the myftery which had been hid from ages and 
generations, which was revealed to the apoftles, and is revealed 
again now, after the long night. of apoftafy.. So that all might 
come up into this feed, Chrift Jefus, walk in it, and fit down to- 
« gether in heavenly places in Chrift Jefus, who was the foundation 
‘ of the prophets and apoftles, the rock of ages, and is our founda- 
‘ tion now. All fitting down in him, fit down in the fubftance, the 
‘ firftand the lait; that changes not, the feed that bruifes the ferpent’s 
« head, which was. before he was, who ends all the types, figures, 
* and fhadows, and is the fubftance of them all ; in whom there is no 
« fhadow.’ 
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« fhadow.’ Now, thefe things were upon me to open unto all, that 1658. 
they might mind and fee what it is they fit down in. Bedfordihire 

© Pirft, They that fit down in Adam in the fall, fit down in mi- bas Meet” 
F fery, in death, ‘in darknefs and corruption. ee 

« Secondly, They that fit down in the types, figures, and fhadows, 
and under the firft priefthood, law, and covenant, fit down in that 
which muft have an end, and which made nothing perfect. 

‘ Thirdly, They that fit down in the apoftafy, that hath got up 
‘fince the apoftles days, fit down in {fpiritual Sodom and Egypt ; 
and are drinking of the whore’s cup, under the beaft’s and dragon’s 

ower. 

7 Fourthly, They that fit down in the ftate in which Adam was 
before he fell, fit down in that which may be fallen from ; for he 
fell from that ftate, though it was perfect. 
© Fifthly, They that \fit down in the prophets, fit down in that 
which muft be fulfilled: and they that fit down in the fellowfhip 
of water, bread, and wine, thefe being temporal things, they fit 
down in that which is fhort of Chrift, and of his baptifm. 

« Sixthly, To fit down in a profeffion of all the fcriptures, from 
Genefis to the Revelations, and not be in the power and Spirit 
which thofe.were in that gave them forth ; that was to be turned 
away from, by them that came into the power and Spirit which 
thofe were in that gave forth the fcriptures. 
© Seventhly, They that fit down in the heavenly places in Chrift 
* Jefus, fit down in him that never fell, nor ever changed. | Here 
* is the fafe fitting for all his elect, his church, his {piritual mem- 
* bers, of which he is the living head, his living ftones, the houf- 
* hold of faith ; of which houfe he is the corner-ftone, that ftands 
* and abides all weathers. ‘ For,” as the apoftle faid, ‘* he hath 
** quickened us, who were dead in fins and trefpafles, &c. and made 
‘us fit together in the heavenly places in Chritt Jefus ; that in the 
ages to come he might thew the exceeding riches of his grace, in 
‘« his kindnefs towards us, through Jefus Chrift.” Now the ages are 
come, that his kindnefs and exceeding riches towards us through 
Jefus Chrift is truly manifefted in us, as it was in the apoftles days ; 
even in us, who have been dead in fins and trefpafies, as they were ; 
but now are quickened, and made to fit together in the heavenly 
places in Chrift Jefus, the firit and the laft, by whom all things 
were created ; who is afcended above all, and is over all, and whofe 
glorious prefence i is now known. All that fit down here, in Chrift 
Jefus, fee where all other people fit, and in what. The promife 
of God being to the feed, which is one, Chrift Jefus, every man 
and woman muft come to witnefs this feed, Chrift in them, that 
they may be heirs of the promife ; and inheriting that, they will © 
inherit {ubftance. Thefe things were largely declared of ; the ftate 
of the church, and the ftate of the fale church fince the apoftles 
days, opened; and how the true church fled into the wildernefs : 
and the ftate of the falfe prophets, which Chrift faid fhould come, 
and John faw were come, and how all the world wondered after 
‘them ; and how they had filled the world with falfe dodtrines, 

ways, worthips, and religions: and how the everlafting gofpel is 
. © now 
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now preached again to ,all nations, kindreds, tongues and people ; | 
for all nations, kindreds, tongues, and people had drunk the whore’s 


cup, and fhe was over them, and fat upon them. In this night 


of apoftafy the pure religion and worfhip in fpirit, which was in » 


the apoftles days, the way -of life and living faith, and the power 
and Holy Ghoft were loft ; but now they came to be fet up again 
by Chrift Jefus, his meflengers and minifters of the gofpel, as in 
the apoftles days. For as Chrift fent his difciples to go and preach 


the gofpel into all the world, and after that, the falfe prophets: 


and antichrifts went over the world, and preached their falfe doc- 


trines and traditions, and heathenifh and Jewifh rudiments, fo . 


now again the everlafting gofpel muft be preached to all nations, 
and to every creature, that they may come into the pure religion, 
to worfhip God in the Spirit and truth, and may know Chrift Jefus, 
their way to God, to be the author of their faith, and may re- 
ceive the gofpel from heaven, and not from men; in which gofpel, 
received from heaven, is the heavenly fellowfhip, which is a myftery 
to all the fellowfhips in the world.’ After thefe things had been 


largely opened, with many others concerning Chrift Jefus and 


his kingdom, and the people were turned to the divine light of Chrift: 


and his Spirit, by which they might come to know God and Chrift, 
and the fcriptures, and to have fellowfhip with them, and one with 


another in the fame Spirit, I was moved to declare and open divers: 


other things to thofe friends who had received a part of the miniftry, 


concerning the exercife of their {piritual gifts in the church: which,: 


being taken in writing by one prefent, was after this manner ; 
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‘« Friends, 


fy Osan heed of deftroying that which ye have begotten : for that 


which deftroys, goes out, and is the caft-away. And though 


that be true, yea, and may be the pure truth, which fuch an one 


fpeaks, yet if he doth not remain im that, and live in that in his 
particular, but goes out, the fame which he is gone out from cometh 
over him. So that which calms and cools the {pirits, goes over the 
world, and brings to the Father, to inherit the life eternal; and 
reaches to the {pirits in prifon in all. . Therefore in the living, im- 
moveable: Word of the Lord God dwell, in the renown thereof ; and 
remain on the foundation that is pure, and that is fure: for whofo- 
ever goes out from the pure, and minifters not in and from that, he 
comes to an end, and doth not remain ; altho’ he may have had a time, 
and may have been ferviceable for a time, while he lived in the thing. 

‘ Take heed of many words; what reacheth to the life, fettles 
in the life. That which cometh from the life, and is received 
from God, reacheth to the life, and fettles others in the life: 
the work is not now as it was at firft; the work now is, to fettle 


and ftay in the life. For as friends have been led to minifter in- 


the power, and.the power hath gone through, fo that there hath 
grown an underftanding among both people of the world and 
friends, fo friends muft be kept in the life which is pure, that with 
that they may anfwer the pure life of God in others. If friends 
do not live in the pure life which they fpeak of, to anfwer the life 
in thofe they {peak to, the other part fteps in ; and fo there comes 
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up an outward acquaintance, and he lets that come over him. But 1658. 

< 4 She r We . OY" ae - Fi : os ay 
as evety one is kept living in the life of God, over all that which is peagosdmhire 

contrary, they are in their places; then they do not lay hands on yearly meet- 

any fuddenly, which is the danger now: for if any one do, he may '"® 
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lofe his difcerning, may lay hands on the wrong part, fo let the de- 
ceit come too near him ; and the deceit will {teal over, fo that it will 
be an hard thing for him to get it down. ‘There is no one ftrikes 
his fellow-fervants, but firft he is gone from the pure in his own 
particular ; for when he goeth from the light he is enlightened withal, 


then he ftrikes ; and then he hath his reward: the light, which he 


is gone from, Chrift, comes and gives him his reward. This is the 
{tate of the evil fervants. The boifterous, the hafty and rafh, beget 
nothing to God ; but the life, which doth reach the life, is that which 
begets to God. When all are fettled in the life they. are in that 
which remains for ever; and what is received there, is received from 
the Lord ; and what one receiveth from the Lord, he keepeth; fo he 
fitteth ftill, cool, and quiet in his own fpirit, and gives it forth as he 
is moved ; but to the harlots, judgment. 

‘ Friends, This is the word of the Lord to you all, be watchful and 
careful in all meetings ye come into; for where friends are fitting 
together in filence, they are many times gathered into their own mea- 
fures. When a man is come newly out of the world, from mini- 
ftering to the world’s people, he cometh out of the dirt; and then’ 
he had need take heed that he be not rafh. For when: he comes 
into a filent meeting, that is another ftate; then he muft come, and 
feel his own {pirit, how it is when he comes to them that fit filent. 
If he be rath, they will judge him ; that having been in the world, 


_and amongft the world, the heat is not yet off him. For he may 


come in the heat of his {pirit out of the world ; whereas the others 
are ftill and cool; and his condition in that, not being agreeable to 
theirs, he may rather do them hurt, by begetting them out of the 
cool ftate into the heating ftate; if he be not in that which com- 
mands his own {pirit, and gives him to know it. 

‘ There is great danger too in travelling abroad in the world. The 
fame power, that moves any to go forth, is that which muft keep them. 
For it isthe greateft danger to go abroad, except a man be moved of 
the Lord, and go in the power of the Lord; for then, he keeping in 
the power, is kept by it in his journey, and in his work ; it will enable 
him to anfwer the tranfgrefied, and keep above the tranfgreflor. 
Every one feeling the danger to his own particular in travelling abroad, 
there the pure fear of the Lord will be placed and kept in. Though 
they that travel may have openings when they are.abroad, to mini- 
fter to others ; yet, for their own particular growth, they muft dwell 
in the life which doth open; and that will keep down that which 
would boaft. For the minifter comes into the death, to that which 
is in the death and in prifon ; and fo returns up again into the 
life, into the power, and into the wifdom, to preferve him clean. — 
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3 This is the word of the Lord God to you all; feel, that ye ftand 
in the prefence of the Lord ; for every man’s word fhall be his bur- 


den; but the word of the Lord is pure, and anfwers the pure in. 


everyone. The Word of the Lord is that which was in the be- 
ginning, and brings to the beginning. Itisan hammer to beatdown 
the tranfgreflor (not the tranfgreffed) and as a fre to burn up that 
which is contrary to it. Friends, come into that which is over all 
the fpirits of the world, fathoms all the {pirits of the world, and 
ftands in the patience ; with that ye may fee where others ftand, . 
and reach that which is of God in every one. Here is no {trife, 
no contention, out of tranfgreflion: for he that goeth into ftrife, 
and into contention, he is from the pure Spirit. For where any 
goeth into contention, if any thing hath been begotten by him be- 
fore, that contentious nature doth get a-top, {poileth that which 
was begotten, and quencheth his own prophefying. So if that be 
not fubjected by the power in the particular, which would arife 
into ftrife, that is dangerous. 
« If any one have-a moving to any place, and have fpoken what 
they were moved of the Lord, let them return to their habitation 
again, and live in the pure life of God, and in the fear of the 
Lord ; fo will ye be kept in the life, in the folid and feafoned {pirit, 
and preach as well in life as with words (none muft be light or 
wild). For the feed. of God is weighty, brings to be folid, and 
leads into the wifdom of God, by which the wifdom of the crea- 
tion is known. But if that part be up which runs into the imagi- 
nations, and that part be ftanding in which the imaginations come 


‘up, and the pure fpirit be not thoroughly come up to rule and 


reign, then that will run out that will glory, boaft, and vapour ; 
and fo will fuch an one fpoil that which opened to him : this is for 
condemnation. Let every one mind that which feels through and © 
commands his fpirit, whereby every one may know what {pirit he _ 
is of; for he fhould firft try his own fpirit, and then he may try 
others ; he fhould firft know his own fpirit, and then he may know 
others. Therefore that which doth command all thefe fpirits, 
where the heats and burnings come in and get up, in that wait 
which chains them down and cools: that is the ele@t, the heir of 
the promife of God. For no hafty, rafh, brittle fpirits (though 
they have prophecies) have held out, and gone through, they not 
being fubjected in the prophecy. The earthly will not abide, for it 
is brittle; in that ftate the miniftry was another’s, not the Son’s ; 
for the Son hath life in himfelf, and the Son hath the power, 
which man being obedient to,. he may be ferviceable : but if he go 
from the pure power, he falls and abufeth it. Therefore let your 
faith ftand in the pure power of the Lord God, and do not abufe 
it; but let that fearch through, and work through; and let every 
one ftand in the power of the Lord, which reacheth the feed of 
God; which is the heir of the promife of life without end. Let 
none be hafty to {peak ; for ye have time enough, and with an eye 


-ye may reach the witnefs; neither let any be backward when ye 


are moved ; for that brings deftruction. ‘Truth hath an honour in 
the hearts of thofe who are not friends; fo that all friends being 


3 « kept 
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“ kept in the truth, they are kept in the honour, they are honour- 


Ke Rae 8. or umn 8 Ol eA ome My AA) RA OP ABA (A LU PO AP 


Ke 8 8 We Be a Oe ee ee ee Me eR A RATS oA 


able, for that will honour them; but if any lofé the power, lofe 
the life, they lofe their crown, they lofe their, honour, they lofe the 
crofs which fhould crucify them, and they crucify the juit ; and by 
lofing the power, the Lamb comes to be flain. And as it is here, 


fo will it be in other nations; for all friends, here and there, are as 


one family; the feed, the plants, they are as a family. All being 
kept in that which fubjects all, and keeps all under, to wit, the 
feed itfelf, the life itfelf, that is the heir of the promife; and that 
is the bond of peace: for there is the unity in the Spirit with God 


and with one another. He that is kept in the life hears God, and 


fees man’s condition ; and with that he anfwers the life in others 
that hear God alfo: thus one friend, that is come into that, com- 


27 i 
16:8. 
| oe ames 
Bedfordfhire 


yearly mect- 
ing. 


prehends the world. But that which friends {peak, they muft live . 


in; fo may they expect that others may come into that which they 
fpeak, to live in the fame. For the power of the Lord God hath 
been abufed by fome, and the worth of truth hath not been minded. 
There hath been a trampling on, and marring with the feet, and 
that abufeth the power. But now every friend is to keep in the 
power, and to take heed to it; for that muft be kept down which 
would trample and mar with the feet, and the pure life and power 
of God is to be lived in over that; that none with the feet might 
foul or mar, but every one may be kept in the pure power and life 
of the Lord. Then the water of life cometh in; then he that 
miniftereth drinketh himfelf, and giveth others to drink. 

* When any fhall be moved to go to fpeak in a fteeple-houfe or 


market, turn in to that which moves, and be obedient to it; that - 


that which would not go may be kept down: for that which would 
not go will be apt to get up. And take heed on the other hand, 
that the lavifhing part do not get up, for it is a bad favour ; there- 
fore that muft be kept down and kept fubjeét. Wait in the light 
of the Lord, that ye may be all kept in the wifdom of God. For 
when the feed is up in every particular, there is no danger; but 
when there is an opening and prophecy, and the power ftirs be- 
fore the feed comes up, there is fomething that will be apt to 
run out rafhly; there’s the danger, and there mutt be the patience 


in the fear. For it is a weighty thing to be in the work of the 


miniftry of the Lord God, and to go forth in that. It is not as 


-acuftomary preaching; it is to bring people to the end of all out- 


ward preaching. For when ye have declared the truth to the people, 
and they have received it, and are come into that which ye {pake 
of; the uttering of many words, and long declarations out of the 
life, may beget them into a form. And if any fhould run on rathly 
into words again, without the favour of life, thofe that are come 
into the thing he fpake of will judge him; whereby he may hurt 
again that which he had raifed up before. So friends, ye muit 
all come into the thing that is fpoken in the openings of the hea- 
venly life among you, and walk in the love of God, that ye may 
anfwer the thing {poken to. “a: 
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« And take ‘heed all of running into inordinate affections 5 for 
‘ when people come to own you, there is danger of the wrong part 
‘ getting up. There was a ftrife among the difciples of Chrift, “who 
‘ fhould be the greateft? Chrift told them, “* The heathen exercife 
‘« lordfhip, and have dominion over one another ; but it fhall not be fo 
‘among you.” For Chrift the Seed was to come up in every one 
‘ of them; fo then where is the greateft ? That part in the difciples, 
‘ which looked to be the greateft, was the fame that was in the 
‘ Gentiles. But who comes here to live in the Word that fandtified 
‘ him,. having the heart fandtified, the tongue and lips fan@tified, liv- 
‘ ing in the Word of wifdom, that makes clean the heart, and re- 
conciles to God, all things being upheld by the Word and power ; 
as there is an abiding in the Word of God, that upholds times and 
feafons, and gives all things increafe, here dwelling in the Word 
of wifdom, if there be but two or three agreed in this on earth, it 
fhall be done for them in heaven. So in this muft all things be 


the times and the feafons, that are in the Father’s hands; to the 
glory of God, whereby his bleffing may be felt among you; and 
this brings to the beginning. This is the word of the Lord God 
to you all, Keep down, keep low, that nothing may rule nor reign 
in you, but life itfelf. . 
‘ ‘The power being lived in, the crofs is lived in; and where-ever 
friends come in this, they draw the power and the life over; they 
leave a witne{s behind them, anfwering the witnefs of God in others. 
Where this is lived in, there is no want of wifdom, no want of 
power, no want of knowledge; he that miniftereth in this, feeth 
with the eye which the Lord openeth in him, what is for the fire, 
and what is for the fword, what muft be fed with judgment, and 
what muft be nourifhed. This brings all down, and to be low, 
every one keeping to the power; for let a man get up ever foshigh, » 
e muft come down again to the power where he left; what he went — 
from, he muft come down again to that, Before all thefe wicked 
‘ {pirits be got down, which are rambling. abroad, friends muft have 
‘ patience, muft wait in the patience, in the cool life; and who is 
‘ in this, doing the work of the Lord, he hath the tafting and the 
‘ feeling of the Lamb’s power and authority. Therefore all friends, 
‘ keep cool and quiet in the power of the Lord God ; and all that is 
« contrary will be fubjected; the Lamb hath the victory, in the feed, 
‘ through the patience. ty TIO4 
‘ If any have been moved to fpeak, and have quenched that which 
‘ moved them, let none fuch go forth afterwards into words, until 
‘ they feel the power toarife and move them thereto again ; for after 
* the firft motion is quenched, the other part will be apt to get up; 
‘ andif any go forth in that, he goeth forth in his own, and the be- 
© trayer will come into that And all friends, be careful not’ to 
‘ meddle with the powers of the earth; but keep out of all fuch 
‘ things; as ye keep in the Lamb’s-authority, ye will anfwer that of 
‘ God in them, and bring them to do juftice, which is the end of the 
“law. Keep out of all jangling; for all that are in the tranfgreffion 
* are out from the law of love; but all that are in the law of love 
* come 


¢ 
© ordered by the Word of wifdom and power, that upholds all things, 
¢ 
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* come to the Lamb’s power, in the Lamb’s authority, who is the _ 1658. 
« end of thelawoutward. For the law being added becaufe of tranf- Beret Fad 
‘ greffion, Chrift,; who was glorified with the Father before the yearly meet- 
‘world began, is the end of the law; bringing them that live in the ins- 

‘ law of life, to live over all tranfgreflion ; which every particular 
© muft feel in himfelf.’ 


More was then fpoken to many of thefe particulars; which was 
not taken at large as delivered. 

After this meeting was over, and moft of the friends gone away, 
as I was walking in John Crook’s garden, there came a party of 
horfe, with a conftable, to feize me. I heard them afk, * Who was 
‘ in the houfe?? Somebody made anfwer, * I was there.’ They 
faid, « I was the man they looked for ;’ and went forthwith into the 
houfe, where they had many words with John Crook, and fome few 
friends that were with him. But the Lord’s power fo confounded 
them, that they came not into the garden to look for me ; but went 
their way in a rage. When I came into the houfe, friends were 
very glad to fee them fo difappointed, and that I had efcaped them. 
Next day I pafied from thence: and after I had vifited friends in f{e- 
_veral places, came to London, the Lord’s power accompanying me, 

and bearing me up in his fervice. 

I had not been long in London, before I heard that a Jefuit, who London. 

came over with an embaffador from Spain, had challenged all the 
Quakers to difpute with them at the earl of Newport’s houfe; where- 
upon fome friends let him know fome would meet him. Then he 
fent us word, ‘ He would meet with twelve of the wifeft learned men 
‘ we had.’ A while after he fent us word, ‘ He would meet with 
‘ with but fix;’ -after that, he fent us word again, ‘ He would have 
¢ but three to come.’ We haftened what we could, left, for all his 
* great boaft, he fhould put it quite off at laft. When we were 
come to the houfe, I bid Nicholas Bond and Edward Burroughs go 
up, and enter the difcourfe with him; and I would walk awhile in 
the yard, and then come up afterthem. I advifed them to ftate this 
gueftion to him, ‘ Whether or no the church of Rome, as it now 
* ftood, was not degenerated from the true church which was in the 
‘ primitive times, from the life and doétrine, and from the power and 
_ € fpirit that they were in” They ftated the queftion accordingly ; 
and the jefuit affirmed, « That the church of Rome now was in the 
‘ virginity and purity of the primitive church.’ By this time I was 
come to them. Then we afked him; ‘ Whether they had the Holy 
* Ghoft poured out upon them, as the apoftles had?’ He faid, ‘ No.’ 
_*£ Then, faid I, «If ye have not the fame Holy Ghoft poured forth upon 
* you, and the fame power and Spirit that the apoftles had, ye are 
* degenerated from the power and Spirit which the primitive church 
‘ wasin.’ There needed little more to: be faid to that. Then I 
afked him, ‘ What {cripture they had for fetting up cloyfters for 
 £ nuns, abbeys and monafteries for men ; for all their feveral orders ; 
* for their praying by beads, and to images; for making croffes; for 
* forbidding of meats and marriages ; and for putting people to death 
* for religion? If, (faid I) ye are in the practice of the primitive 

. . Z ‘ church, 
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‘ church, in its purity and virginity, then let us fee. by. fcriptures 
« where-ever they. practifed any fuch things? (For it was agreed 
on both hands,* that. we fhould, make good by feriptures,.what 
we faid).. Then he told us of a written word, and an unvritten 
rated I afked him what he called his unwritten word? He 
faid, oy written word is the {criptures, and thé unwritten word 


‘ is that which the apoftles {poke by word of mouth ; which (faid he) 


are all thofe traditions that we practife.’ I bid hath prove’ that by 


{cripture. ae he brought that {cripture where the apoftle: fays, 
2 Theff. ii. 5. £ When I was with you, I told you thefe. things. 


© That is,’ faid he, * I told you of nunneries and monafteries, and OF 
: , y 


‘ putting to death for religion, and of praying by beads, and to images, 
‘ and allthe reft of the practices of the church of Rome; which,’ he 
faid, « was the unwritten word of the apoftles, which they. told then, 
and have fince been continued down by tradition unto thefe times.’ 
Then I defired him to read that fcripture again, that he might fee 
how he had perverted the apoftle’s words ; for that which the apoftle 
there tells the Theffalonians, ‘* he had told them before,” is not an 
unwritten word, but is there written down; namely, That the man 
of fin, the fon of perdition, fhall be revealed before the great 
and terrible day of Chrift, which he was writing of, fhould come : 
fo this was not telling them any of thofe things that the 
church of Rome practifes. In like manner the apoftle, in the 
third chapter of that epiftle, tells the church of fome diforderly per- 
fons, “‘ he heard were amongft them, bufy-bodies, who did not 
a rode at all; concerning whom he had comiiandsd them by his un- 
«© written word, when he was among them, that if any would not 
“ work, neither fhould he eat: which now he commands them 
“again in his written word in this epiftle,” 2 Theff. iii. So this 
fcripture'afforded no proof for their invented traditions, and he had no 
other {cripture-proof to offer. Therefore I told him, ‘ This was an- 


¢ other degeneration of their church into fuchi aremiune and traditions he 


‘ as the apoftles and primitive faints never practifed.’ » 

After this he came to his facrament of the altar, beginning at ee 
palchal-lamb, and the fhew-bread, and came to the words of Chrift, 
‘ Thisis my body,’ and to what the apoftle wrote of it to the Corin- 
thians ; concluding, ‘ That after the prieft had confecrated the bread 
“ and wine, it was immortal and divine, and he that received it, re- 
© ceived the whole Chrift.”’. I followed hivns through the fcriptures he 
brought, till I came to Chrift’s words and the apoftle’s. I thewed him, 
© That the fame apoftle told the Corinthians, after they had taken bread 
‘ and. wine in remembrance of Chrift’s death, that they were repro- 
‘ bates, “if Chrift was not in them;” but if the bread they ate was 
‘ Chrift, he mutt.of neceflity be in them after they had eaten it. - Be- 
* fides, if this bread and this wine, which the Corinthians ate and- 
* drank, was Chrift’s body, then how hath Chrift a body in heaven ?” 
Lobferved to him alfo, ‘ That both the difciples at the fupper, ‘and the 
© Corinthians afterwards, were to eat the bread and drink the wine in 


'** remembrance of Chrift,” and to ‘* fhew forth his death till he 
~** come;” which plainly proves the bread and wine, which the 


F Wok. was not his body. _ For if it had been his real body that they 


* ate, 
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him, if he had been then prefent with them, as he muft have been, 
if that bread and wine which they ate and drank had been his real 
body.” “As to thofe words of Chrift, ‘ This 1s my body,’ I told 
him, © Chritt calls himfelf a vine, and a door, and is called in fcrip- 
‘ ture arock. Is Chrift therefore an outward rock, door, or vine?’ 
O, faid the Jefuit, * Thofe words are to be interpreted ;’ ¢ fo, faid I, 
* are thofe words of Chrift, “ This is my body.” Having ftopped 
his mouth as to argument, I made the Jefuit a propofal thus : ‘ That 
*« feeing he faid, ‘‘ The bread and wine was immortal and divine, 
“ and the very Chrift; and that whofoever received it, received the 
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« whole Chrift ;” let a meeting be appointed between fome whom 


the pope and his cardinals fhould appoint, and fome of us; let a 
bottle of wine and loaf of bread be brought, and divided each into 
two parts, and let them confecrate which of thofe parts they would. 
Then fet the confecrated and the unconfecrated bread and wine in a 
fafe place, with a fure watch upon it ; and let trial be thus made, 
Whether the confecrated bread and wine would not lofe its good- 
nefs, and the bread grow dry and mouldy, and the wine turn dead 
and four, as well and as foon as that which was unconfecrated? By 
‘this means, faid I, the truth of this matter may be made manifett. 
And if the confecrated bread and wine change not, but retain their 
favour and goodnefs, this may be a means to draw many to your 
‘church : if they change, decay, and lofe their goodnefs, then 
ought you to confefs and forfake your error, and fhed no more 
* blood about it: for much blood hath been fhed about thefe things ; 
“as in queen Mary’s days. To this the Jefuit made this reply : 
« Take,” faid he, “ a piece of new cloth, and cut it into two pieces, 
** and make two garments of it, and put one of them upon king 
 David’s back, and the other upon a beggar’s, and the one gar- 
_ “© ment fhall wear away as well as the other.” Is this thy anfwer, 
‘faidI? Yes, faid he. Then, faid I, by this the company may all 
“ be fatisfied that your confecrated bread and wine is not Chrift. 
« Have ye told people fo long, that the confecrated bread and wine 
* was immortal and divine, and that it was the very and real body 
‘ and blood of Chrift, and doft thou now fay it will wear away or 
* decay as well as the other! I muft tell thee, ‘ Chrift remains the 
_ © fame to day as yefterday,” and never decays ; but is the faints hea- 
 yvenly food in all generations, through which they have life.’ He 
replied no more to this, being willing to let it fall; for the people 
that were prefent faw his error, and that he could not defend it. 
Then I afked him, * Why their church did perfecute, and put people 
to death for religion?” Hereplied, ‘ It was not the church that did 
* it, but the magiftrates.’ I afked him, * Whether thofe magiftrates 
* were not counted and called believers‘and chriftians ? He faid, Yes: 
« Why then, faid J, are they not members of your church? Yes, 
‘ faid he. ‘Then I left it to the people to judge from his own con- 
' ceffions, whether the church of Rome doth not perfecute, and put 
people to death for religion. Thus we parted, and his fubtilty was 
confuted by fimplicity. | 
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ate, then he’had been come, and was then there prefent, and it _ 1658 
had been improper to have done fuch a thing in remembrance of; jnaon, 
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During the time I was at London, I had many fervices lay upon 
me; for it was a time of much {fuffering. I was moved to write to 


O.Cromwell, and lay before him the fufferings of friends both in this 
nation and in Ireland.. There was alfo a talk about this time of 


‘ making Cromwell king ; whereupon I was moved to go to him, and 


warned him againft accepting it, and of divers dangers ; which if he 


did not avoid, I told him, ‘ He, would bring fhame and ruin mpon 


‘ himfelf and his pofterity.’ He feemed to take well what I faid to 
him, and thanked me ; yet afterwards I was moved to write tohim 
more fully concerning that matter. 

About this time the lady Claypool (fo called) was fick and much 
troubled in mind, and could receive no comfort from any that came 
to her; which when I heard of, I was moved to write her the fol- 
lowing letter : : 


‘Friend, 
E ftill and cool in thy own mind and fpirit from thy own 
thoughts, and then thou wilt feel the principle of God to turn 
thy mind to the Lord, from whom life comes; whereby thou 
mayeft receive his ftrength and power to allay all blufterings, ftorms 
and tempefts. That is it which works up into patience, into in- 
nocency, into fobernefs, into {ftilnefs, into ftayednefs, into quiet- 
nefs up to God, with his power. Therefore mind, that is the 
the word of the Lord unto thee, that the authority of God thou 
mayft feel, and thy faith in it, to work down that which troubles 
thee ; for that is it which keeps peace and brings up the witnefs in 
thee, which hath been tranfgreffed, to feel after God with his 
power and life, who is a God of order and peace. When thou 
art in the tranfgreffion of the life of God in thy own particular, the 
mind flies up in the air, the creature is led into the night, nature 
goes out of its courfe, an old garment goes on, and an uppermoft 
clothing ; and thy nature being led out of its courfe, it comes to 
be all on fire in the tran{greffion, and that defaceth the glory of the 
firft body. Therefore be ftill a while from thy own thoughts, 
fearching, feeking, defires, and imaginations, and be ftayed in the 
principle of God in thee, that it may raife thy mind up to God, ‘and 
ftay it upon God, and thou wilt find ftrength from him, and find 
him to be a God at hand, a prefent help in the time of trouble and 
of need. And thou being come to the principle of God, which 
hath been tranfgreffed, it will keep thee humble ; and the humble 
God will teach his way, which is peace, and fuch he doth exalt. 
Now as the principle of God in thee hath been tranfgreffed, come — 
to it, that it may keep thy mind down low to the Lord God; to 
deny thyfelf, and from thy own will, that is the earthly, thou mult 
be kept. Then thou wilt feel the power of God, which will bring 
nature. into its courfe, and give thee to fee the glory of the firft 
body. There the wifdom of God will be received (which is Chrift, 
by which all things were made and created) and thou be thereby 
preferved and ordered to God’s glory. There thou wilt cometore- — 
ceive and feel the phyfician of value, who clothes people in their 
‘ight mind, whereby they may ferve God and do his will. _ For all 
, _ © diftractions, 
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* diftrations, unrulinefs, and confufion are in the tranfgreffion; 1658. 
‘ which tranfgreffion muft be brought down, before the principle of ;Snadn. 
* God, which hath been tranfgrefied againit, be lifted up; whereby 
* the mind may be feafoned and ftilled, and a right underftanding of 
* the Lord may be received ; whereby his blefiings enter, and are 
© felt over all that is contrary in the power of the Lord, which raifes 
‘up the principle of God within, gives a feeling after God, and in 
* time givesdominion. Keep in the fear of the Lord God; that is 
« the word of the Lord unto thee. For all thefe things happen to thee 
‘ for thy good, and for the good of thofe concerned for thee, to make 
‘you know yourfelves and your own weaknefs, that ye may know 
* the Lord’s {trength and power, and may truft in him. Let the 
* time palt be fufficient to every one, who in any thing hath been 
« lifted up in tranfgrefiion out of the power of the Lord; for he can 
* bring down and abafe the ‘mighty, and iay them in the duft of the 
‘earth. ‘Therefore, all keep low in his fear, that thereby ye may re- 
“ ceive the fecrets of God and his wifdom, may know the fhadow of 
‘ the Almighty, and fit under it in all tempefts, ftorms, and heats. 
“ For God 1s a God at hand, and the Moft High rules in the children 
‘of men. Thisisthe word of the Lord God unto youall ; what the’ 
* light doth take manifeft and difcover, as temptations, diftractions, 
* confufions, do not look at thefe temptations, confufions, corruptions, 
* but at the light which difcovers them and makes them manifett ; 
« and with the fame light you may feel over them, to receive power to 
* ftand againft them. The fame light which lets you fee fin and 
‘ tran{greffion, will let you fee the covenant of God, which blots out 
‘ your fin and tranfgretlion, which gives victory and dominion over 
‘ it, and brings into covenant with God. For looking down at fin, 
“ corruption, and diftraction, ye are {wallowed up in it; but looking 
* at the light, which difcovers them, ye will fee over them. ‘That 
€ will give victory, and ye will find grace and ftrength ; there is the 
‘ firft ftep to peace. That will bring falvation; by it ye may fee to 
* the beginning, andthe “* Glory that was with the Father before 
*¢ the world began ;” arid come to know.the feed of God, which is 
- © the heir of the promife of God, and of the world which hath no 
‘ end; and which bruifes the head of the ferpent, who ftops people 
* from coming to God. That ye may feel the power of an endlefs 
‘ life, the power of God which is immortal, which brings the im- 
-* mortal foul up to the immortal God, in whom it doth rejoice. 
_* So in the name and power of the Lord Jefus Chrift, God Almighty 
_* ftrengthen thee. COGS 


When the foregoing paper was read to her, the faid, * It ftay’d 
her mind for the prefent.’ Afterwards many friends got Copies of 
it, both in England and Ireland, and read it to people that were 
- troubled in mind; and it was made ufeful for the fettling of the 
minds of feveral. 

About this time came forth a declaration from O. Cromwell, the 
Proteétor, for a ‘-colleCtion towards the relief of divers proteftant 
« churches,’ driven out of Poland, and of ‘ twenty proteftant fami- 
« lies, driven out of the confines of Bohemia.’ And there having 
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been a like declaration publifhed fome time watore to invite the nas 
tion to a day of folemn fafting and humiliation, in order to a contri- 


bution to be made for the fuffering proteftants of the vallies of Lu-. 
‘cern, Angrona, &c., who were perfecuted by the duke of Savoy; I 
was moved to write.to the Prote¢tor and chief magiftrates on this oc- . 


cafion, both to fhew them the nature of a true fait (fuch as God re= 
quires and accepts) and to make’ them. fenfble of their injuftice and 


felf-condemnation in blaming the papifts for perfecuting the pro- 
teftants abroad, while they, calling themfelves proteftants, were at | 
the fame time perfecuting their proteftant neighbours and friends at | 


home. That which I wrote to them was after this manner : 


‘ To the heads and governors of this nation, who have put forth 
« a declaration for the keeping a day of folemn fafting and hu- 
* miliation; for the perfecution (as you fay) of divers people be- 
« yond the feas profefling the reformed religion, which, ye fay, 
« hath been tran{mitted unto them from their anceftors. 


‘ A ERR BssICN of the reformed religion may be tran{mitted to 
: generations, and fo holden by traiition; and in that wherein 
‘ the profeffion and tradition is holden, is the day of humiliation 
« kept, which ftands in the will of man. This is not the faft that 
« the Lord requires, * To bow down the head like a bulrufh for a 
‘© day,” and the day following be in the fame condition as they were 
‘ the day before. ‘To the light of Chrift Jefus in your confciences 
‘ do I fpeak, which teftifieth for God every day, and witneffeth 
© againft all fin and perfecution; which meafure of God, if ye be 
* guided by it, doth not limit God to.a day, but leads to the faft the 
« Lord requires, which is ‘* to loofe the bonds of wickednefs, to un- 
«< do the heavy burdens, to break every yoke, and to let the op- 


‘* prefied go free,” Ifa. lviii. 6,7. This 1s the faft that the Lord _ 


‘ requires, and this ftands not in the tran{miffion of times, nor inthe — 


* traditions of men. But this ftands in that which was before times 
were, and which leads out of time, and Yhall be when time fhall 
be no more. Thefe that teach for do&trine the commandments of 
men, are they that ever perfecuted the life and power, when it 
came. And whereas ye mention a decree or edict that was made 
againft the faid perfecuted proteftants, all fuch decrees or edicts pro- 
ceeded from the ground of the pope’s religion and fupremacy, and 
therein ftands his tyranny and his cruelty, aéted in that will which 
is in that nature which exercifeth lordfhip over one another, as 
ye may read, Mark x. 42. Luke xxii. 25. as all the heathen do, 


perfecution exercifed by them that are out of the obedience to the . 
light of Chrift Jefus in the confcience, which is the guide and 
leader of all, who are tender of that of God in the confcience. | 


But who are not led by this, know not what it is to fuffer for con- 


fcience fake. , Now, whereas ye take into your confideration the, . 


fad perfecution, tyranny, and cruelty exercifed upon them whom ye _ 

. Me le 48a y¥. 

| call your proteftant brethren, and contribute and adminifter to their, 
‘ wants outwardly ; this is good in its place, and we own it ; and 
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* {ee it good to adminifter to the neceffities of others, and to do good ¥ 105% 
« toall ; and we, who are fufferers by a law derived from the pope, Loadon. 
« are willing tojoin and to contribute with you to their outward ne- 
‘ ceffities; For ‘ the earth is the Lord’s, and the fulnefs thereof ;” 
* who is good to all, gracious to all, and willing that all fhould be 
*« faved and come to the knowledge of the truth. But in the mean 
* time, while ye are doing this, and taking notice of others cruelty, 
* tyranny, and perfecution, turn your eye upon yourfelves, and fee 
* what ye are doing at home. To the light of Chrift Jefus in all 
* your confciences I {peak, which cannot lye, nor ert, nor bear falfe 
* witnefs ; but doth bear witnefs for God, and cries for equity, juf- 
* tice, and righteoufnefs to be executed. See what ye are doing who 
* profefs the icriptures, which were given forth by the faints in light, 
* who dwelt in the light and in the life of them: For thefe who now 
* witnefs the fame light, the fame life, and the fame power which 
*« gave forth the fcriptures, which ye in words profefs, them ye per- 
* fecute, them ye hale out of your fynagogues and markets ; them 
« ye beat, flock, andimprifon. Let that of God in your confciences, 
* which is juit, righteous, and equal, examine and try whether ye 
* have any example or precedent to exercife this perfecution, whicli 
* many now in this nation fuffer under, who are a-people harmlefs 
* and innocent, waiting in obedience towards God and man. And 
‘ though ye account the way of truth they walk in herefy, yet 
‘ therein do they exercife themfelves, to have always a “ con{fciencé 
«« void of offence towards God and man;” as ye may read the faints 
* of old did, Acts xxiv. 14, 15, 16. not wronging any man, neither 
* giving any juft caufe of offence, only being obedient to the com- | 
* mands of the Lord, to declare as they are moved by the Holy Ghoft; ' 
‘ and ftanding for the teftimony of a good confcience, {peaking the 
* truth in Chrift, their confciences bearing them witnets that they 
* lie not: for this do they fuffer under you, who in words profefs the 
« fame thing for which they fuffer. Now fee if any age or genera- 
© tion did ever perfecute as yedo?. For ye profefs Chrift Jefus-who 
* reveals the Father, and perfecute thofe who witnefs the revelation 
* of the Father by Chrift Jefus untothem. Ye profefs Chrift Jefus, 
‘ who is the light of the world, ‘* that enlightens every one that 
** cometh into the world ;” yet perfecute them that bear witnefs and 
‘ give teftimony ‘to this light. Ye profefs that the word is become 
é fet, yet perfecute them that witnefs it fo. Ye profefs that 


__ * whofoever confefleth not that Jefus Chriftis come in the flefh is an 


« antichrift, yet perfecute them that do confefs him come in the 
« flefh, and call them antichrifts and deceivers. Ye profefs that the 
‘ kin; dom of Chrift, is come, yet perfecute them that witneds it 
‘ come. Ye profefs Chrift Jefus the refurrection and the life, yet 
« perfecute them that witnefs him to be fo. If ye fay, « How thall 
*« we know that thefe people, who fay they witnefs thefe things, do 
fo or no?” I anfwer, Turn»your minds to the light which 
_€ Chrift Jefus hath enlightened you withal, which is one inall ; and 
* if ye walk in the light, ye fhall have the light of life ; then ye will 
* know and fee what ye have done, who have perfecuted the Lord of 
« Glory (in his people) in whom is life, and the life is the light of 
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1658. © men, To no other touchftone fhall we turn you, but into your owfi 


Lendon, 


© confciences ; there may ye find the truth of what we have declared — 
« unto you, according to the holy {criptures. When the books of con- 
« fciences are opened, and all judged out of them, then fhall ye wit- 
« nefs us to be of God, and our teftimony to be true. Though now 
© ye may {top your ears, and harden your hearts, while it is called to- 
« day, then ye fhall know what ye have done, and whom ye have 
« tranfgrefied againft; then ye will fee that no perfecutors, in any age 
‘ or generation before you, did ever tranfgrefs againft that light and 
¢ meafure of God made manifeft in fuch manner as ye have done. 
«:For though Chrift and the apoftles were perfecuted in their time, the 
© Jews for the moft part did not know that he was the Chrift when he 
< came, notwithftanding they had the fcriptures which prophefied of ~ 
« him ; neither did they believe that he was rifen again when the 
* apoftles preached his refurreCtion. But ye fay, « Ye believe he s 
<< come, ye believe his refurrection ;” yet ye perfecute thofe that wit- 
< nefs him come in the flefh, thofe that are buried with him in bap- 
« tifm, thofe that are conformable to his death, and know the power 
‘ of his refurreétion ; thofe ye perfecute, hale before magiftrates, and. 
« fuffer to be beaten in your fynagogues ; thofe ye caufe to be whipped 
¢ and ftocked, fhamefully entreated, caft into prifon, and kept, as many 
< gaols in this nation at this day teftify to your faces. ‘Therefore ho- 
« neftly confider what ye are doing while ye are taking notice cf others 
« cruelties, left ye over-look your own. There is fome difference in 
* many things between the popifh religion and that which ye call the 
* proteftant, but in this perfecution of yours there is no difference ; for 
* ye will confefs that the foundation of your religion is grounded upon 
¢ the fcriptures, yet ye perfecute them that are-in the fame life which 
* they were in who gave forth the {criptures, yourfelves being the mean 
« while under a profeffion of the words they {poke : this ye fhal! one 
‘ day witnefs. So ye have a profeffion and form, and perfecute them 
‘ that are in the poffeffion, life, and power. Know affuredly that ye 
‘ muft come to judgment; for he is made manifeft to whom all 
¢ judgment is committed. To the light of Chrift Jefus in your con- 
‘ {ciences, which fearcheth and trieth you, turn your minds; ftand 
« ftill, and wait there to receive the righteous law, which is according 
* to that of God in the confcience, which is now rifing and bearing 
‘ witnefs againft all ungodlinefs and unrighteoufnefs of men ; and they 
‘ whom ye perfecute are manifeft to God, and that of God in all 
‘ confciences fhall bear witnefs for us that we are of God: this ye 
‘ fhall one day witnefs, whether ye will hear or forbear. Our rejoicing 
‘ is in the teftimony of our con{ciences, that in fimplicity and godly 
« fincerity (not with flefhly wifdom, but by the grace of God) we have 
‘ had our converfation in the world, not handling the word of God de- 
‘ ceitfuily, but in the manifeftation of the truth, commending our- 
* felves to every man’s confcience in the fight of God; and if our gof- 
« pel be hid, it is hid to them that are loft. For witneffing the hold- 
* ing the myftery of faith in a pure confcience do we fuffer, and are 
“ fubject for confcience fake. This is thank-worthy, if a man, for 
‘ confcience fake, endure griefs and fufferings wrongfully. In this is 


© our 
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our joy and rejoicing, having a good confcience, that whereas wé aii 
are evil-fpoken of as evil doers, they may be afhamed that falfely Londen ; 

accufe our good converfation in Chritt ; which is not only the put- 
ting away the filth of the flefh, but the anfwer of a good con- 
{cience towards God, by the refurrection of Jefus Chrift. This 
we witnefs made manifeft (eternal praifes to the living God!) and 
bear teftimony to that which fpoke it in the apoftle in life and power. 
Therefore do we bear witnets and teftify againft thofe, who, being 
got into a form and profeffion of it, do perfecute the life and power. 
To the eternal light of Chrift Jefus, the fearcher and trier of all 
hearts, turn your minds, and fee what yeare doing ; left ye overturn 
your foundation, whereon ye pretend to ftand, while ye are profefi- 
ing the fcriptures, and perfecuting the life, light, and power, which 
thofe were in who gave them forth. For the ftone, cut out of the 
mountain without hands, is nowsftriking at the feet of the image, 
the profeffion which is fet up, and ftands in the will of man. Now 
is that made manifeft, unto which all muft anfwer, and appear 
before the judgment-feat of Chrift; that every one may receive 
the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whe- 
ther it be good of bad. Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, 
we perfuade men ; but we are made manifeft unto God, and fhall 
be made manifeft in all your confciences, which ye fhall witnefs. 
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Divers times, both in the time of the long parliament, and of the 
protector (fo called) and of the committee of fafety, when they pro- 
claimed fafts, I was moved to write to them, and tell them, their 
fafts were like unto Jezebel’s: for commonly, when they proclaimed 
fafts, there was fome mifchief contrived againft us. I knew their 
fafts were for ftrife and debate, to fmite with the fift of wickednefs ; 
as the New England profeffors foon after did; who, before they put 
our friends to death, proclaimed a faft alfo. 

Now it was a time of great fuffering ; and many friends being in 
prifons, many other friends were moved to go the parliament, to 
offer themfelves up to lie in the fame prifons where their friends lay, 
that thofe in prifon might go forth, and not perifh in the ftinking 
_gaols. ‘This we did in love to God and our brethren, that they 
might not die in prifon; and in love to thofe that caft them in, that 
they might not bring innocent blood upon their own heads; which 
we knew would cry to the Lord, and bring his wrath, vengeance, 
and plagues upon them. But little favour could we find from thofe 
ptofefling parliaments; inftead thereof, they would rage, and 
fometimes threaten friends that attended them, to whip, and fend 
them home. Then commonly foon after the Lord would turn them 
out, and fend them home; who had not an heart to do good in the 
day of their power. But they went not off without being fore- 
warned ; for I was moved to write to them, in their feveral turns, 
as I did to the long-parliament, unto whom I declared, before they 
were broken up,’* that thick darknefs was coming over them all, 
* even a day of darknefs that fhould be felt.’ 
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And becaufe the parliament that now fat was made up moftly of 
high profeflors, who, pretending to be more religious than. others, 
were indeed greater perfecutors of thofe that were truly religious, I 
was moved to fend them the following lines, as a reproof of their 


hypocrify : ; 


¢ CypERIENDS: do not cloak and cover yourfelves: there is a 
é ‘ God that knoweth your hearts, and that will uncover you. 
‘ He feeth your way. ‘* Woe be to him that covereth, but not with 
«« my Spirit, faith the Lord.” Do ye act contrary to the law, and 
‘ then put it from you! Mercy and true judgment ye neglect. Look, 
© what was fpoken againft fuch. My Saviour {poke againft fuch ; « I 
‘* was fick, and ye vifited me not: I was hungry, and ye fed me 
“ not; I was a ftranger, and ye took me not in; I was in prifon, and 
** ye vifited me not.” But they faid, «* When faw we thee in pri- 
“© fon, and did not come to thee?” Inafmuch as ye did it not unto 
«‘ one of thefe little ones, ye did it not unto me.” . Friends, ye im- 
‘ ptifon them that are in the life and power of truth, and yet pro- 
‘ fefs to be the minifters of Chrift; but if Chrift had fent you, ye 


~€ would bring out of prifon, out of bondage, and receive ftrangers. 


‘ Ye have lived in pleafure on the earth, and been wanton; ye have 
* nourifhed your hearts, as in a day of flaughter; ye have condemned 
* and killed the juft, and he doth not refift you. 

; | pC 7 
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After this, as I was going out of town, having two friends with me, 
when we were little more than a mile out of the City, there met us 


two troopers belonging to colonel Hacker's regiment, who took me, 


and the friends with me, and brought us back to the Mews, and there . 
kept us prifoners a little while ; but the Lord’s power was fo over them, 
that they did not bring us before any officer; but after a while fet us 
at liberty. The fame day, taking boat, I went to Kingfton, and 
from thence to Hampton Court, to fpeak with the Protector about the 
fufferings of friends. I met him riding into Hampton Court Park ; 
and before I came to him, as he rode at the head of his life-guard, I 
faw and felt a waft (or apparition) of death go forth againft him ; 
and when I came to him, he looked like a dead man. After I. had 
laid the fufferings of friends before him, and had warned him, as I 
was moved to fpeak to him, he bid me come to his houfe. So I re- 
turned to Kingfton, and the next day went to Hampton Court, to have 
fpoken further with him, But when I came, he was fick, and —— 
Harvy, who waited on him, told me, The doctors were not willing 
I fhould fpeak with him. So I paffed away, and never faw him 
more. 

_ From Kingfton I went to Iaac Penington’s, in Buckinghamfhire, 
where I had appointed a meeting; and the Lord’s truth and power 
were precioufly manifefted amongft us. After I had vifited friends in 
thofe parts, I returned to London ; and foon after went into Effex ; 
where I had nét been long, before I heard the Protector was dead, and 
his fon Richard made Proteétor in his room. W hereupon I came to 


Lendon again. . 
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Before this time the church faith (fo called) was given forth; which _ 1658: 

was faid to be made at the Savoy in eleven days. I got a copy Lhiifatte 
of it before it was publifhed, and wrote an anfwer to it: and when ; 
their book of church faith was fold up and down the ftreets, my an{wer 
to it was fold alfo. ‘This difpleafed fome of the parliament-men ; fo that 
one of them told me, ‘ They muft have me to Smithfield.’ I told 
him, I was over their fires, and feared them not. Reafoning with 
him, I wifhed him to confider, Had all people been without a faith 
thefe fixteen hundred years, that now the priefts muft make them one? 
Did not the apoftle fay, that Jefus was the author and finifher of their 
faith ? And fince Chrift Jefus was the author of the apoftles faith, of 
the church’s faith in the primitive times, and of the martyrs faith; 
fhould not all people look unto him to be the author and finifher of 
their faith, and not to the priefts? A great deal of work we had about 
the priefts made-faith ; for they called us houfe-creepers, leading filly 
women captive, becaufe we met in houfes, and would not hold up thei 
priefts and temples which they had made and fet up. I told them, it 
was they that led filly women captive, and crept into houfes, who kept 
people always learning under them, who were covetous, and had got 
a form of godlinefs, but denied the power and Spirit, which the apoftles 


. werein. Such began to creep in the apoftles days; but now they had 


ot the magiftrates on their fide, who upheld thofe houfes for them; 
which they had crept into, their temples, with their tithes: whereas 
the apoftles brought people off from even that temple, and thofe tithes 
and offerings, which God had for a time commanded. And the apo- 
ftles met in feveral private houfes, being to preach the gofpel in all 
nations ; which they did freely, as Chrift commanded them. Thus do 
we, who bring people off from thefe priefts, temples, and tithes (which 
God never commanded) to meet in houfes, or on mountains, as the 
faints of old did, who were gathered in the name of Jefus; and Chrift 
was their Prophet, Prieft, and Shepherd. 

Major Wiggan, a very envious man, was prefent, yet he bridled him- 
felf before the parliament-men, and fome others that were there in 
company. He took upon him to affert, « Chrift had taken away the 
‘ guilt of fin, but had left the power of fin remaining in us.’ I told 
him, that was ftrange dotrine ; for Chrift came to deftroy the devil’s 
works, and the power of fin, and fo to cleanfe men from fin. So 
major Wiggan’s mouth was ftopped at that time. But next day 
defiring to {peak with me again, I took a friend or two with me, and 
went to him. Then he vented a great deal of paflion and rage, be- 
yond the bounds of a chriftian, or moral man ; whereupon I was made 
to reprove him; and, having brought the Lord’s power over him, and 
let him: fee what condition he was in, left him. 

After fome time I paffed out of London, and had a meeting at fer- Twicker- 
jeant Birkhead’s at Twickenham, to which many people came; fome “*™" 
_ of confiderable quality. A glorious meeting it was, wherein the fcrip- 

tures were largely and clearly opened, and Chrift exalted above all, to 
the great fatisfaction of the hearers. 

But there was great perfecution in many places, both by imprifoning, 
and breaking up of meetings. Ata meeting about feyen miles from 

. . London, 
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1658. London, the rude people ufually came out of feveral parifhes round . 
en about, to abufe friends, and often beat and bruifed them exceedingly. 
meetin . . x 
near London, One day they abufed about eighty friends, that went to that meeting 
out of London, tearing their coats and cloaks from off their backs, 
’ throwing them into ditches and ponds; and, when they had be- 
fmeared them with dirt, they faid they looked like witches. The 
next firft day I was moved of the Lord to go tothat meeting, though 
I was then very weak. When I came there, I bid friends bring a 
table, and fet it in the clofe, where they ufed to meet, to ftand. 
upon. According to their wonted courfe, the rude people came; 
and J, having a bible in my hand, fhewed them theirs and their 
_ teachers fruits; and the people became afhamed, and were quiet. I opened 
the fcriptures to them, and our principles agreeing therewith ; and 
turned them from darknefs to the light of Chrift and his Spirit, by 
which they might underftand the fcriptures, fee themfelves and their 
fins, and know Chrift Jefus to be their Saviour. So the meeting ended 
quietly, and the Lord’s power came over all, to his glory. But.it was 
a time of great fufferings; for befides imprifonments (through which 
many died) our,meetings were greatly difturbed. ‘They have thrown 
rotten eggs and wild-fire into our meetings, and brought in drums 
beating, and kettles, to make noifes with, that the truth might not be 
heard; and, among thefe, the priefts were as rude as any ; as may be 
feen in the book of the fighting priefts, wherein a lift is given of fome 
priefts that had a¢tually beaten and abufed friends. 

London. Many friends were brought prifoners to London, to be tried before 
the Committee ; where Henry Vane, being chairman, would not fuffer 
friends to come in, except they would put off their hats; but at laft 
the Lord’s power came over him, fo that, through the mediation of 
others, they were admitted. Many of us having been imprifoned upon 
contempts (as they called them) for not putting off our hats, it was 
not a likely thing that friends, who had fuffered fo long for it from 
others, fhould put off their hats to him. But the Lord’s power came 
over all, and wrought fo, that feveral were fet at liberty by them. In- 
afmuch as fufferings grew very fharp, I was moved of the Lord to write 
a few lines, and fend amongft friends, to encourage them to go on 
faithfully and boldly through the exercifes of the day ; of which a copy 
here follows : 


M* dear friends every-where, in prifon or out of prifon; Fear 
not, becaufe of the reports of fufferings ; let not the evil {pies 
of the good land make you afraid, if they tell you the walls are high, 
and Anakims are in the land; for at the blowing of the rams horns 
did the walls of Jericho fall, and they that brought the evil report 
perifhed in the wildernefs. Dwell in faith, patience, and hope, hav- 
ing the word of life to keep you, which is beyond the law; and ~ 
having the oath of God, his covenant, Chrift Jefus, which divides the . 
waters afunder, and makes them to run all on heaps; in that ftand, 
and ye will fee all things work together for good to them that love . 
‘ God. In that triumph, when fufferings come, whatever they be. 
* Your faith, your fhield, your helmet, your armour you have on. 
‘ You 
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You are ready to fkip over a mountain, a wall, or an hill, and to 
walk through the deep waters, though they be as heaps upon heaps. 


‘The evil {pies of the good land may preach up hardnefs ; but Caleb, 
which fignifies an heart, and Jofhua a Saviour, triumph over all. 
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After a while I went to Reading, where I remained under great 
fufferings and exercifes, and in great travail of f{pirit for about ten 
weeks. For I faw there was great confufion and diftraGion amongtt 
the people, and that the powers were plucking each other to pieces. 
And | faw how many were deftroying the fimplicity, and betray- 
ing the truth. A great deal of hypocrify, deceit, and ftrife, was 
got uppermoft in the people, fo that they were ready to fheath their 
{words in one another’s bowels. There had been tendernefs in many 
of them formerly, when they were low; but when they were got 
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up, had killed, and taken pofleffion, they came to be as bad as — 


others: fo that we had much-to do with them about our hats, and 
faying Thou and Thee tothem. ‘They turned their profeffion of pa- 
tience and moderation into rage and madnefs; many of them were 
like diftracted men for this hat-honour. For they had hardened 
themfelves by perfecuting the innocent, and were at this time cruci- 
fying the Seed, Chrift, both in themfelves and others; till at laft 
they fell a biting and devouring one another, until they were con- 
fumed one of another; who had turned againft and judged that which 
God had wrought in them, and fhewed unto them. ‘So fhortly after 


“God overthrew them, turned them upfide down, and brought the 


king over them, who were often furmifing that the Quakers met to- 
gether to bring in king Charles, whereas friends did not concern 
themfelves with the outward powers or government. But at laft the 


Lord brought him in, and many of them, when they faw he would | 


be brought in, voted for the bringing him in. So with heart 
and voice praife the name of the Lord, to whom it doth belong ; who 
over all hath the fupremacy, and who will rock the nations, for he 
is over them. I hada fight and fenfe of the king’s return a good 
while before, and fo had fome others. I wrote to Oliver feveral 
times, and let him know, that while he was perfecuting God’s peo- 
ple, they whom he accounted his enemies were preparing to come 
upon him. When fome forward fpirits, that came amongft us, 


’ would have bought Somerfet-houfe, that we might have meetings in 
it, I-forbad them to do fo: for I then forefaw the king’s coming in 


again. Befides, there came a woman to me ‘in the Strand, who had 


a prophecy concerning king Charles’s coming in, three years before 


he came; and fhe told me, fhe muft go to him to declare it. I ad- 
vifed her to wait upon the Lord, and keep it to herfelf; for if it 


_fhould be known that fhe:went on fuch a meflage, they would look 


upon it to be treafon ; but fhe faid, fhe muft go and tell him, that 
he fhould be brought into England again. I {aw her prophecy was 


‘true, and that a great ftroke muft come upon thofe in power: for 


they that had then got poffeflion were fo exceeding high, and fuch 


great perfecation was acted by them who called themfelves faints, 


ye | that 
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1658: that they would take from friends their copyhold lands, becaufe they 
could not {wear in their courts. Sometimes, when we laid thefe fuf- 
ferings before Oliver Cromwell, he would not believe it. Wherefore 
Thomas Aldam and Anthony Pearfon were moved to go through all 
the gaols in England, and to get copies of friends commitments under 
the gaolers hands, that they might lay the weight of their fufferings 
upon Oliver Cromwell. And when he refufed to give order for the 
releafing of them, Thomas Aldam was ‘ moved to take his cap off 
‘« his head, and rend it in pieces before him, and-to fay unto him, ‘* So 
“ fhall thy government be rent from thee and thy houfe.” Another 
friend alfo, a woman, was * moved to go to the parliament (that was 
* envious againft friends) with a pitcher in her hand, which fhe broke 
« into pieces before them, and told them, “ Sofhould they be broken 
* to pieces :’ which came to pafs fhortly after. And in my great fuf-_ 
fering, and travail of fpirit for the nation, being grievoufly burdened 
with their hypocrify, treachery, and falfehood, I faw God would bring 
that a-top of them which they had been a-top of; and that all muft 
be brought down to that which convinced them, before they could get 
over that bad {pirit within and without: for itis the pure, invifible Spirit, 
that doth and only can work down all deceit in people. 

While I was under that fore travail at Reading, by reafon of grief 
and forrow of mind, and the great exercife that was upon my {pirit, 
my countenance being altered, and my body become poor and thin ; 
there came a company of unclean {pirits to me, and told me, ¢ The 
‘ plagues of God were upon me.’ I told them, It was the fame fpirit 
fpoke in them that faid fo of Chrift, when he was ftricken and f{mit- 
ten; they hid their face from him. But when I had travailed with 
the witnefs of God, which they had quenched, and had got through 
with it, over all that hypocrify which the outtide profeffors were run 
into, and faw how that would be brought down, and turned under, 
and that life would rife over it, I came to have eafe; and the light, 
power, and fpirit, fhined over all. And then, having recovered, my 
body and face fwelled, when I came abroad into the air; then the bad — 
{pirits faid, < I was grown fat; and they envied at that alfo. So I 
faw that no condition nor ftate would pleafe that fpirit of theirs: but 

. the Lord preferved me by his power and Spirit through and over all ; 

and in the Lord’s power I came to London again. 

London. Now was there a great buftle about the effigy of Oliver Cromwell 
lying in ftate; men ftanding and founding with trumpets over his 
image, after he was dead. At this my fpirit was greatly grieved, and 
the Lord, I found, was highly offended. Then did I write the follow- 
ing lines, and fent among them, to reprove their wickednefs, and warn. . 
them to repent. : 


Reading. 


. QO FRIENDS, what are ye doing! What mean ye to found be~ 
« \' fore an image! Will not all {ober people think ye are like mad 
* people? «* Oh, how am I grieved with your abominations! Oh, how > 
“ am I wearied ! My foul is wearied with you, faith the Lord; will } 
“ not be avenged of you, think ye, for your abominations ?” O how — 
‘have ye plucked down and fet up! O’how are your hearts made 
“ whole, and not rent! How are ye tutned’to fooleries, which in times. 


hi aah 


to ee) nan 


€ 


therefore fear and repent, left the {nare and, the pit take you all! The 
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paft ye ftood over. How have ye loft my dread, faith the Lord.! O 


great. day of the Lord is come upon your. abominations ; the {wift 
hand of the Lord is turned againft.them all. The {ober people in 


* thefe nations ftand amazed at your doings, and are afhamed, as if ye 
va ‘ ; 


would bring in popery. gee 


About this time great ftirs were in the nation, the minds of people 


being unfettled. Much plotting and contriving there was by the feve- 


ral factions, to carry on,their feveral interefts. And a great cate being. 


upon me, left any young or raw people, that might fometimes come 
among{t us, fhould be drawn into that {nare, I was moved to give forth 
the following epiftle, as a warning to fuch: 


‘ 


he ey ea oe, nN Ce Adon © no hs Wnt aS aa ‘nt RO A et et Kn A eR. OR 


At friends every-where, keep out of plots and buftling, and the 

arm of flefh; for all thefe are amongft Adam’s fons in the fall, 
where they are deftroying mens lives like dogs, beafts, and {wine, 
goaring, rending, and biting one another, deftroying one another, 
and wreftling with flefh and blood. From whence arife wars and 
killing, but from the lufts ? Now all this is in Adam in the fall, out 
of Adam that never fell, in whom there is peace and life. Ye are 
called to peace, therefore follow it; that peace is in Chrift, not in 
Adam in. the fall. All that pretend to fight for Chrift, are de- 
ceived ; for his kingdom is not of this world, therefore his fervants 
do not fight. Fighters are not of Chrift’s kingdom, but are without 
Chrift’s kingdom: for his kingdom ftands in peace and righteoufnels, 
but fighters are in the luft: and all that would deftroy men’s lives 
are not of Chrift’s mind, who came to fave men’s lives. Chrift’s king- 
dom is not of this world ; it is peaceable: and all that are in ftrife, 
are not of hiskingdom. All that pretend to fight for the gofpel, are 
deceived: for the gofpel is the power of God, which was before the 
devil, or fall of man was; and the gofpel of peace was before 
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fighting was. ‘Therefore they that pretend fighting, and talk of - 


fighting fo, are ignorant of the gofpel. All that talk of fighting for 
Sion, are in darknefs: Sion needs no fuch helpers. All fuch as pro- 
fefs themfelves minifters of Chrift, or chriftians, and go about to beat 
down the whore with outward, carnal weapons, the flefh and the 
whore are got up in themfelves, and they are in a blind zeal; for 
the whore got up by the inward ravening from the Spirit of God; 
and the beating down of the whore muft be by the inward ftroke of 
the {word of the Spirit within. All fuch as pretend Chrift Jefus, and 
confefs him, yet run into the uie of carnal weapons, wreftling with 
fleth and blood, throw away the fpiritual weapons. ‘They that would 
be wreftlers with fleth and blood, throw away Chrift’s doctrine; the flefh 
is got upon them, and they are weary of their fufferings. Such as 
would reyenge themfelves, are out of Chrift’s doctrine. Such as be- 
ing ftricken on one cheek, would not ‘turn the other, are out of 
Chrilt’s doétrine. Such as do not love one another, nor love enemies, 
are out of Chrift’s doctrine. ‘Therefore ye, that are heirs of the blefi- 
ings of God, which were before the curfe and the fall was, come 
to inherit your portions: and ye that are heirs of the gofpel of Bis 
Lae , 6 whic 
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¢ which was before’the devil was, live in thefgéfpel of peace, feeking 
‘ the peace and good of all men: and live in Chrift, who came to 
« fave mens lives, out of Adam in the fall, where they deftroy mens 
¢ lives, and live not in Chrift. The Jews fword outwardly, by which 
« they cut down the heathen, was a type.of the Spirit of God within, 
« which cuts down the heathenifh nature within. ‘So live in the peace- 
‘ able kingdom of Chrift Jefus. Live in the peace of God, and not 
« in the lufts, from whence wars arife. Live in Chrift, the prince of 
‘ peace, the way of God, the fecond Adam that never fell. Live not in 
¢ Adam in the fall, in the deftru@tion, where they deftroy one another. 
<¢ Come out of Adamin the fall, into the fecondAdam that never fell. Live 
¢ in love and peace with all men; keep out of all the buftlings in the 
world ; meddle not with the powers of the earth; but mind the 
kingdom, the way of peace. Ye that are heirs of grace, heirs of 
the kingdom, heirs of the gofpel, heirs of falvation, faints of the 
Moft High, and children of God, whofe converfation is in heaven, 
that is above the combutftions of the earth; let your converfation 
preach to all men, and your innocent lives, that thofe who fpeak evil 
of you, beholding your godly converfation, may glorify your Father 
¢ which is in heaven. Friends every-where, this I charge you, which 
‘ is the word of the Lord God unto you all, ‘* Live in peace, in Chrift 
«¢ the way of peace;” therein feek the peace of all men, and no man’s 


‘ hurt.. In Adam in the fall is no peace; but in Adam out-of the’ 


« fall is the peace: So ye being in Adam which never fell, it is love 
€ that overcomes, not hatred with hatred, nor ftrife with ftrife. There- 
‘ fore live all in the peaceable life, doing good to all men, and feeking 
* the good and welfare of all men. | eG SPY 

Not long after this, George Booth rofe in arms in Chefhire, and 
Lambert went againft him. At which time fome foolith rafh {pirits, 
that came fometimes amongft us, were ready to have taken up arms; 


-but I was moved of the Lord to warn and forbid them, and they were 


quiet. Inthe time of the committee of fafety (fo called) we ‘were 
invited by them to take up arms, and great places and commands were 
offered fome of us; but we denied them all, and declared againft it 
both by word and writing; teftifying, that our weapons and armour 
were not carnal, but fpiritual. And left any, that came amonegit us, 
fhould be drawn into that fnare, it came upon me from the Lord to 
write a few lines on that occafion, and fend them forth, as a caution 


to all amongft us. Of which this is a copy: 


LL friends every-where, take heed to keep out of the powets of 
_ the earth, that run into wars and fightings, which make not for 


peace, but go from that; fuch will not have the kingdom. And 
friends, take heed of joining with this or the other, or meddling 


with any, or being bufy with other men’s matters; but mind the 


mens matters, and keep in that which anfwers the witnefs in 


them all, out of the man’s matters part, where they muft expect 
wars, and the difhonour. Friends every-where, dwell in your 
own, in the power of the Lord, to keep your minds up to God, from 

. 5 « falling 


€ 
¢ 
¢ 
€ 
€ 
« Lord, his power, and his fervice. Let friends keep out of other 
€ > ~~ 
¢€ 
€ 
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“ falling down to the ftrength of Egypt, or going thither for ftreneth, 1959. 
aiter ye are come out of it, like the children of Ifrael, after they were y onan, 
come out of outward Egypt. But dwell in the power of the Lord 

‘God, that ye may keep over all the powers of the earth, amongft 

whom the juft hand of God is come: for they have turned againft the 

juft, and difobeyed the juft in their own particulars, and fo gone on 

in one againft the juft; therefore the juft fets them one againft an- 

other. Now he that goes to help among them, is ftom the juft in 
himéfelf, in the mad and unftayed ftate, and doth not know by the 
All-feeing eye (that beholdeth) him that recompenfeth and reward- 

eth, ‘and lives not in the hand, in the power that mangles and over- 

‘turns, which vexeth the tranfgreflors, that come to be blind and 
zealous for they do not know what. Therefore keep in peace, and in 

the love and power of God, and in unity and love one to another, 

left any goout, and fall with the uncircumcifed: that is, they that 
-are from the Spirit in themfelves, and they that go from it, go into 

the pit together. Therefore ftand in that (it is the word of the Lord 

God to you all) in the fear and dread of the Lord God, his power, 

life, light, feed and wifdom, by which ye may take away the occa- 

fion of wars, and fo know a kingdom which hath no end, and fight 

for that with fpiritual weapons, which takes away the occafion of 

the carnal: and there gather men to war, as many as ye can, and 

fet up as many as ye can with thefe weapons. 


wet we A” ae A ees S ale eS ON S.CT Oe Ce 
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After I had ftaid fome time in London, and had vifited friends meet- 
ings there and thereabouts, and the Lord’s power was fet over all, I 
tfavelled-into the counties again, pafling through Suffolk, Effex, and Suffolk. 
Norfolk, vifiting friends, till I came to Norwich, where we had a Norfotk. 
meeting aboutthetime called Chriftmas. ‘The mayor of Norwich, hav- Norwich. 
ing got notice before-hand of the meeting I intended to have there, 
granted a warrant to apprehend me. Wherefore when I was come 
thither, and heard of the warrant, I fent fome friends to the mayor to 
teaton with him about it. His anfwer was, the foldiers fhould not 
meet ; and did we think to meet? he would have had us met without 
the city: for he faid, the town’s-people were fo rude, that he could, 
hardly order them, and he feared that our meeting would make tu- 
_ miults in the town. But our friends told him, we were a peaceable 
‘people, and that he ought to keep the peace; for we could not but 
meet to worfhip God, as our manner was, So he became pretty mo- 
derate, and did not fend his officers to the meeting. A large meeting it 
was, and abundance of rude people came, with intent’ to have done 
mifchief : but the Lord’s power came over them, fo that they were 
chained by it, though feveral priefts were there, and profeffors, and 
Ranters. Among the priefts, one, whofe name was Townfend, ftood 
up andcried; Error, blafphemy, and an ungodly meeting! I bad him 
not burden himéfelf with that which he could not make good ; and I 
_ afked him, what was our error and blafphemy? for Itold him, he fhould 
make good his words, before I had done with him, or be fhamed. ° As 
for an ungodly meeting, I faid, I did believe there were many people 
there that feared God, and therefore it was both unchriftian and un- 
4D civil 
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civil in him, to charge civil godly people.with an ungodly meeting. 
He faid, My error. and blafphemy was, in that I faid, people mutt 
wait on God by his power and Spirit, and feel his prefence, whem they 
did not {peak words : I afked him then, Whether the apoftlesand holy. 
men of God did not hear God fpeak.to them in. their filence, before 
they fpake forth the Scripture, and before it was written? He replied, 
Yes: David and the prophets did hear God, before they did pen the 
Scriptures, and felt his prefence in filence, before they fpake:them 
‘forth. Then faid I, All people take notice, he faid this was error 
and blafphemy in me to fay thefe words; and now he hath confeffed 
it is no more than the holy men of God in former times witneffed. So 
I fhewed the people, that as the holy men of God, who gave forth the 
Scriptures, were moved by the Holy Ghoft, did hear and learn of 
God, before they {pake them forth, {fo muft they all hearken and hear 
what the Spirit faith, which will lead them into all truth, that they 
may know God and Chrift, and. may underftand: the Scriptures. . O, 
faid the prieft, this is not that George Fox I would {peak withal ; 
this is a fubtil man, faid he. So the Lord’s power came over all, 
the rude people were moderate, and were reached by it; and fome 
profeffors called to the priefts, faying, ‘ Prove the blafphemy and 
‘ errors, which ye have charged them with: ye have fpoken much 
« againft them behind their backs, but nothing ye can prove now to 
‘ their faces.’ But the prieft began to get away: whereupon I told 
him, we had many things to charge him withal, therefore let him fet 
atimeand place to anfwer them; which he did and went his way. 
A glorious day this was: for truth came over all, and people were turn- 
ed to God by his power and Spirit, and to the Lord Jefus Chritt, their 
free teacher, who was exalted overall. And as we pafled away, gene- 


_rally people’s hearts were filled with love towardsus; yea, the ruder 
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fort of them defired another meeting: for the evil intentions they had 
againft us were thrown out of their hearts, At night I pafled out of 
town to a friend’s houfe, and from thence to colonel Dennis’s, where 
we hada great meeting: and afterwards travelled on, vifiting friends 
up and down inN orfolk, Huntingtonthire, and Cambridgethire, But 
George Whitehead and Richard Hubberthorn ftaid about Norwich, 
to meet the prieft, who was foon confounded and down, the Lord’s_ 
power came fo over. him. rod oh 
-After I had travelled through many counties in the Lord’s fervice, 


. and many were convinced, notwith{tanding that in fome places the 


London. 


people were very rude, I returned to London again, when general 
‘Monk was come up thither, and the gates and pofts of the city were 
pulling down. ‘ Long before this I had a vifion, wherein I faw the 
< city lie in heaps, and the gates down; and it was then reprefented - 
¢ tome, juft as I faw it feveral years after, lying in heaps when it was 
* burned.’ fale. «3 . ; 
Divers times had I, both by word and writing, forewarned the feve- 


‘ ral powers, both in Oliver’s time and.after, of the day of recompence 


that was coming upon them ; but they rejecting countel, and flighting 
thofe vifitations of love to them, I was moved now, before they were 
quite overturned, to lay their backfliding, hypocrify, and treacherous ' 
dealing before them, thus : Fits Se: Perry or 

7a . ‘ FRIENDS, 


GEORGE FOXs JOURNAL. 


‘your courts, in your fteeple-houfes, in your towns, cities, markets, 
highways, and at your feafts, when ye were in your pleafurés, and 
puffed up, that ‘ye would neither hear God nor man; when ye 

»were in your height of authority, though raifed up from a mean 
-ftate, none might come nigh you without bowing, orthe refpect of 
perfons, for. ye were in the world’s way, compliments and fafhions, 

which, ‘for confcience fake towards God, they could not go into, 
being redeemed therefrom: therefore they were hated by you for 
« that caufe, But how are ye brought low, who exalted yourfelves 
« above your brethren, and threw the juft and harmlefs from among 

“€ you, until at laft God hath thrown you out: and when ye caft the in- 
“€enocent from amongft you, then ye fell a biting one another, until 
“ ye were confumed one of another. And fo the day is come upon 
« you, which before was told to you, though ye would not believe it. 

« And are not your hearts fo hardened, that ye will hardly yet believe, 
«though ready to go into captivity? was it not told you, when ye 
« fpilt the blood of the innocent in your fteeple-houfes, in your mar- 
kets, in your highways and cities, yea, and even in your courts alfo, 

« becaufe they faid the word thou to you, and could not put off their 
* hats toyou, ‘* Thatif fomething did not rife up amongft yourfelves, 
«<< to avenge the blood of the innocent, there would come fomething 
«¢ from beyond the feas, which lay referved there; which, being 
‘« brought by the arm of God, the arm of flefh and ftrongeft moun- 
<* tain cannot withftand ?” Yet ye would not confider, nor regard, nor 
« hear; but cried, peace, peace, and feafted yourfelves, and fat down 
« in the fpoil of your enemies, being treacherous both to God and man; 
« and who will truft you now? have ye not taken covenants and oaths? 
« and broken covenants and oaths betwixt God and man, and made 
« the nations breakers both of covenants and oaths ; fo that nothing 
* but hypocrify, and rottennefs, and falfhood under fair pretence, was 
« amongit you? When ye pretended to fet up the old caufe, it was but 
_* yourfelves ; for which ye long ftunk to fober people, who {aw that 
« ye would do no good. But it was a joy for any of you to get up into 

_ € authority, that ‘ye might have praife, and honour, and refpet ; 
« and they that were in the felf-denial were a derifion to you; from 
« amongft whom that was banifhed. Thus ye became the nations ma~ 
* fters, and not fervants; whereas the greateft of all fhould be the fer- 
* yants of all. But there ye loft your authority, not confidering your 
* eftates, from whence ye were, and to what end God had raifed you 
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up; but forgot the Lord, and quenched that which was good in 
--yourfelves, and perfecuted them that lived in it: and fo are grown 
fo grofs and perverfe, that at laft ye are fit for neither God nor man. 

« Have not ye ufed to call the Quakers the fanatic people, and the 
* giddy heads? but whither now are ye giddying? into Cain’s city 
« Nod; which fignifies fugitive, or wandering ? Have not ye perfecuted 


: and 'imprifoned to'death, fuch.as God had refpect to, and is now re- 
* proving you for.their fakes, by them whom ye have hated? Were 
'€ not many amongit you cut off for your perfecution, and yet the reft 
* of you would not take warning? Was not there a book of examples 
* fet out unto you, of what fudden and ftrange deaths happened cp 
. * the 
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« the perfecutors of the innocent? and yet ye would not take warning, 
« until the overflowing fcourge is now coming upon you. Are not ye 
they that have killed like Cain, who have killed about your facrifice, 
and mingled the blood of the innocent with it? Hath not Gcd'‘now 
vagabonded you, that ye fhould become a curfe upon the earth, who 
have perfecuted friends to death? Did not the blood ‘of the righ- 
teous cry out of the ground for vengeance? And will not the blood 
of the righteous be required? Could ye think, that the Lord would 
fit always with bloody hands, and fifts of wickednefs! Ah! What’s 
become of all your feafts and your fafts, the prayers and bleffings 
of your priefts | cali a 
. . GF? 


Being now clear of the city, and finding my fpirit drawn to’ vifit 
friends in the weftern parts of England, { went out of town; and 
paffing firft into Surry and Suffex, came toa great town, where there 
was a large meeting, to which feveral friends from Reading came; 
and a blefled meeting it was. The prieft' of the town was in a,great 
rage, but did not come out of his houfe; wherefore, hearing him make 
a great noife in his houfe, as we were pafling from the meeting, we 
bid him come out into the ftreet, and we would difcourfe with him ; 
but he would not. So the Lord’s power being over all, friends were 
refrefhed therein. From thence I went to another market-town, 
where in the evening we had a precious meeting ; and the frefh fenfe 
of the prefence of the Lord God was fweetly felt amongft us. Then 


turning into Hampfhire and Dorfetfhire, I went to Ringwood and. 


Pool, vifiting Friends in the Lord’s power, and had great meetings 
amongit them. : ae, 

At Dorchefter we had a great meeting in the evening at our inn, to 
which many foldiers came, and were pretty civil. But the conftables 
and officers of the town came, under pretence to look fora Jefuit, 
whofe head (they faid) was fhaved: and they would have all to put off 
their hats, or elfe they would take them off, to look for the Jefuit’s 
fhaven crown. So they took off my hat (for I was the man they aimed 
at) and they looked very narrowly; but not finding any bald or fhaven 
place on my head, they went away with fhame; and the foldiers, and 
other fober people were greatly offended with them.’ But it was of good — 
fervice for the Lord, and all things wrought together for good; for it 
affected the people: and after the officers were gone, we had a fine 
meeting; and people were turned to the Lord Jefus Chrift, their 
teacher, who had bought them, and would reconcile them to God. 

From thence we pafied into Somerfetfhire, where the Prefbyterians 
and other profeffors were very wicked, and often difturbed friends 
meetings. ‘ One time efpecially (as we were then informed) a very 
* wicked man put a bear’s-fkin on his back, and undertook with that 
* to play pranks in the meeting. Accordingly, fetting himfelf oppofite 
« tothe friend that was fpeaking, he lolled his tongue out of his mouth, 
« and made {port to his wicked followers, caufing great difturbance 


«in the meeting. But an eminent judgment overtook him, and his: 


© punifhment flumbered not; for as he went from the meeting there 
© was a bull-baiting in the way, which he ftayed to fee ; and coming: 
© within. 


GEORGE FOX's JOURNAL. 293 


‘ within the bull’s reach, he ftruck his horn under ‘the man’s chin into 1659: 
‘his throat, and thrust his tongue out of his mouth, fo that it hung pyimple. 
‘ lolling out, as he had ufed it beforein derifion.in the meeting. And 
‘ the bull’s horn running up into the man’s -head, he fwung him about 
* upon his horn ina moft remarkable and feayful manner. Thus he 
* that came to do mifchief among{t.God’s people was mifchieved him- 
* felf ; and well would it be if {uch apparent examples of divine ven- 
* geance would teach others to beware.’ 

We travelled through Somerfetfhire and Devonthire, till we came Devonhhire. 
to Plymouth, and fo into Cornwall, vifiting the meetings of friends, be ant 5 
to the Land’s-end. Many precious and bleffed meetings we had all" 
along as we went, wherein the convinced were eftablifhed, and many 
others were added to them. At the Land’s-end an honeft fifherman yana‘s-end. 
was concinced, who became a faithful minifter of Chrift. I took 
notice of him to friends, telling them, ‘ He was like Peter.” 

While I was in Cornwall, there were great fhipwrecks about the 
Land’s-end. It was the cuftom of that country at fuch atime, both 
rich and poor went out to get as much of the wreck as they could, 
not caring to fave the people’s lives; andin fome parts of the coun- 
try they called thipwrecks God’s grace. It grieved my {pirit to hear 
of fuch unchriftian actions, confidering how far they were below the 
heathen at Melita, who received Paul, made hima fire, and were 
courteous towards him, and thofe that fuffered fhipwreck with him. 
Wherefore .I was moved to write a paper, and fend it to all the 
parifhes, priefts, and magiftrates, to reprove them for fuch greedy 
actions, and to warn and exhort them that, if they could affift to fave 
peoples lives and preferve their {hips and goods, they fhould ufe their 
diligence therein; and confider, if it had been their own condition, 
they would judge it hard, if they fhould be upon a wreck and the 


people fhould ftrive to get what they could from them, and not re- 
gard their lives. 


‘ Friends and people, idl 
: § Vicase E heed of greedinefs and covetoufnefs, for that is idolatry ; 
. and the idolater muft not enter into the kingdom of God. 
Take heed of drunkennefs, oaths, and curfings, for fuch are de- 
ftroyers of the creation, and make it to groan. Lay afide all fighting, 
quarrelling, brawling, and evil-fpeaking, which are the works of 
the fleth and not of the Spirit, for who follow fuch things are not 
like to inherit the kingdom of God. Put away all corrupt words, 
which are unfavoury, and mif-naming one another, for ye muft 
give an account for every idle word. Lay afide all profeflion and 
religion that is vain, and come to the poffeflion, the pure religions 
which is to vifit the fatherlefs, the widow, and the ftranger, and 
receive them, for fome thereby may entertain angels or the fer-. 
vants of the Lord unawares, as Paul was entertained after the 
fhipwreck at Melita. Do not take people’s goods from them by 
force out of their.fhips, feamen’s or others, neither covet after 
them ; but rather endeavour to preferve their lives and goods for 
them, for that fhews. a {pirit of compaflion, and the fpirit of a 
chriftian, But if ye be greedy and’ covetous after other men’s 
: hy AF } _ye’ goods, 


an 
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1659. _ * goods, not mattering what becomes of the men, would.ye be ferved 
Land’s-end. * 10 yourfelves? If ye fhould havea fhip caft away in other: places, 
‘ and the people fhould come to tear the goods and fhip in pieces, 
‘ not regarding to fave your lives, but be-ready to fight one with an-- 
‘ other for your goods, do not ye believe fuch goods would become 
‘a curfe to them? - May ye not as furely believe fuch kind of: 
* actions will become a curfe to you? When the {poil of one.fhip’s- 
* goods is idly fpent and confumed upon the lufts in alehoufes, ta-- 
“« verns, and otherwife, then ye gape for another... Is this to «‘ do as 
«© ye would be done by;” which is the law and the prophets ?- 
‘ Prieft Hull, are thefe thy fruits? What doft thou take people's 
‘ Jabour and goods for? Haft thou taught the people no better 
“ manners ‘and converfation, who are ‘fo brutifh and heathenifh ? 
« All fuch things we judge in whomfoever.. But if any friend or 
‘ others preferve men’s lives, and endeavour to fave their goods and. 
“« eftates, and reftore what they can fave of a wreck to the owners, 
‘if they confider them for their labour,,doing in that cafe unto 
‘ them what they would have done to themfelves, that we approve. 
‘ And if they buy or fell, and do not make a prey, that is allowed of 
-‘ ftillin the way of « doing as ye would be done by,” keeping to the 
« law and to the prophets. If you fhould be wrecked in-another 
“ country, ye would have other people fave your lives and goods, and. 
‘ have your goods reftored to you again, and you ought to confider, 
‘ them for fo doing. All that do otherwife, who wait for a wreck 
‘ and take the goods for yourfelves, not regarding the lives of the — 
* men, but if any efcape drowning turn them a begging up and down 
« the country, and if any efcape with a little rob them of it, all 
‘ that do fo are not for preferving the creation, but deftroying it : 
* and thofe goods which are fo got fhall be acurfe, a plague, anda 
* judgment to them, and the judgments of God will follow them for 
« acting fuch things; the witnefs in your confciences {hall anfwer it. 
‘ Therefore, all ye who have done fuch things, ‘*do fo no more,” 
* left a worfe thing come unto you. But that which is good, do; 
« preferve men’s lives and eftates, and labour to reftore the lofs and 
« breach : that the Lord requires. Be not like a company of greedy 
* dogs, and worfe than heathens, as if ye had never heard of God, 
‘ nor Chrift, nor the {criptures, nor pure religion. And prieft Hull, 
‘ have people {pent their money upon thee for that which is no 
‘ bread ?. for a thing of nought, that thou haft fuch fruits? _ All fuch 
‘ teachers, that make a trade of the fcriptures (which are given forth 
* from the Spirit of God, to. be believed, read, and practifed, and 
« Chrift, whom they teftify of, enjoyed) we utterly deny; who own 
« Chrift, and are come off from your fteeple-houfes, which were the 
« old mafs-houfes ; for there are thefe bad fruits harboured, thofe are 
* the cages of them. But come to the church which is in God 
‘(1 Theff. i.) and come all to the light which Chrift Jefus hath en- 
© lightened you with, which fhews you all your ungodly words, un- 
« godly thoughts, and ungodly actions. This will be your teacher 
“if ye love it, your condemner if ye hate it. For the mighty day 
* of the Lord‘is coming upon all wickednefs and ungodlinefs ; there- 
‘fore lay afide your whoredoms and .fornications. And ye magi- 
. ‘ ftrates, 
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_£ ftrates, who ate to do juftice, think ye not that the hand of the 1659. 

‘ Lord is againft you, and that his judgments will come upon you ;n4\ end 

* who do not look after thefe things, and {top them with the law, a 

‘ which is, « Todo unto all men as they would have done unto © 

‘“< them,” whereby ye might be a good favour in your country? Is 

‘ not the law to preferve men’s lives and eftates, ‘“* Doing unto all 

** men as they would men fhould do unto them?” For all men 

* would have their lives and eftates preferved ; therefore, fhould not 

* ye preferve others, and not fuffer them to be devoured and de- 

‘ ftroyed ? The evil of thefe things will lie upon you, both priefts 

« and magiftrates. . 
he Ws sce 


POSTSCRIPT. 


_* Alldear friends who fear the Lord God, keep out of the raven- 
* ous world’s fpirit, which leads to raven and deftroy, and is out of 
* the wifdom of God. When fhips are wrecked, do not run to deftroy 
‘ and make havock of fhip and goods with the world; but run to 
« fave the men, and the goods for them: and fo deny yourfelves, and 
* do unto them as ye would they fhould do unto you. 

Pe GlE? 


This paper had good fervice among people ; and friends have en- 1660. 
deavoured much ‘to fave the lives of men in time of wrecks, and to 
preferve the {hips and goods forthem. And when fome, who fuf- 
fered fhipwreck, have been almoft dead and ftarved, friends have 
taken them to their houfes to fuccour and recover them, which is an 
act to be practifed by all true chriftians. 

I had many precious, bleffed, living meetings in Cornwall, feveral 
eminent people being convinced in that county, whom neither priefts. 
nor magiltrates, by {poiling goods or imprifonments, could bring to 
_forfake their thepherd, the Lord Jefus Chrift, who bought them ; 
and friends who were turned to Chrift, their Teacher and Saviour, 
being fettled in peace and quietnefs upon him, their Foundation, we 
left them to the Lord’s teaching and ordering, frefh and green. 
Thomas Lower, who had accompanied me through that county, ©, 
brought me over Horfe-bridge into Devonfhire again ;' and after fe- Devonthire. 
veral meetings in Devonfhire we came to Somerfetfhire, where we gomerfet- 
had divers large and peaceable meetings, and vifited friends till we hhire. 
«ame to Briftol. 

_Lentered Briflol on a feventh-day. The day before the foldiers Briftol. 
came into the meeting, and were’ exceeding rude, beating and ftrik- 
ing friends with their mufkets, and drove them out of the Orchard 
ina great rage, threatening what they would do if they came there 
again. For the mayor and the commander of the foldiers had, it 
feems, combined together to make a difturbance amongit us. When 
friends told me what a rage there was in the town, how they were 
threatened by the mayor and foldiers, and how unruly they had been 
the day before, I.fent for George Bifhop, Thomas Gouldney, Tho- 
mas Speed, and Edward Pyot, and defired them to go to the bak, 
aah a an 
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and aldermen, and requeft them, feeing they had broke our 


meetings, to let us have the town-hall to meet in; and for the ufe 
of it we would give them twenty pounds a year, to be diftributed 
amonegft the poor : and when the mayor and aldermen had bufinefs to” 
do in it, friends would not meet in it, but only on the firft-days. 
Thofe friends were aftonifhed at this, and faid, The mayor and: al- 
dermen would think they were mad. I faid, Nay ; for they fhould 
offer them a confiderable benefit to the poor. And it was upon me 
from the Lord to bid them go. At laft they confented, and went, 
though in the crofs to their own wills. When they had laid the 


_ thing before the mayor, it came fo over him, that he faid, ¢ For his 
© part he could confent to it, but he was but one.’ He told them of 


another great hall they might have, but that they did not accept of, 
it being inconvenient. So they came away, leaving the mayor in a 
very loving frame towards them ; for they felt the Lord’s power had 
come over him. When they came back, I fpoke to them to go to 
the colonel, and lay before him the rude carriage of his foldiers, how 
they came armed amonyft naked innocent people, who were waiting 
upon and worfhipping the Lord ; but they were backward to go to 
him. Next morning, being firft-day, we went to the meeting in 
the Orchard, where the foldiers had fo lately been fo rude. After I 
had declared the truth a pretty while in the meeting, there came in 
many rude foldiers and people, fome with drawn fwords. The inn- 
keepers had made fome of them drunk; and one of them had bound 
himfelf with an oath, ‘ to cut down and kill the’man that f{poke.’ 
He came prefling in through the crowd to within two yards of me, 
and {topped at thofe four friends before-mentioned (who fhould have 
gone to the colonel as I would have had them) and fell 4 jangling 
with them. On a fudden I faw his fword was put up and gone; 
for the Lord’s power came over all, and chained him with the reft. 
We had a bleffed meeting, for the Lord’s everlafting power and pre- 
fence was felt amongft us. The day following thofe four friends 
went and fpoke with the colonel, and he fent for the foldiers, and 
cut and flafhed fome of them before the friends faces. Which when 
I heard of, I blamed them for letting him do fo, and alfo for not ~ 
going on the feventh-day as I would have had them, which might 
have prevented this cutting of the foldiers, and the trouble they gave 
at our meeting. Thus the Lord’s power came over all thofe perfe- 
cuting, bloody minds, and the meeting was held in peace for a good 
while after. - . 

I had then alfo a general meeting at Edward Pyot’s near Briftol, at 
which it was judged were feveral thoufands of people; for befides 
friends from many parts thereabouts, fome of the Baptifts and Inde- 
pendents, with their teachers, came to it, and many of the fober 
people of Briftol ; infomuch that the people who ftaid behind faid, 
‘ The city looked naked,’ fo many were gone out of it to this meet- 
ing. It was very quiet, many glorious truths were opened to the | 
people, and the Lord Jefus Chrift was fet up, who is the end of all 
hgures and fhadows, of the law and the firft covenant. It was de-, 
clared to the people, that all figures and fhadows were given to man 
after man fell, and that all the rudiments and inventions of men 
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“phich*have been fet up in Chriftendom, many of which were jewith _ 1660. 
and heathenifh, were not fet up by. the command of Chrift ; and all Briftol. 


images and likeneffes man has made to himfelf or for himfelf; whether 
of things in heaven or things in earth, have been fince he loft the 


image and likenefs of God, which God made him in. But now - 


Chrift is come to redeem, tranflate, convert, and regenerate man 
out of all thefe things that he hath fet up in the fall, out of the true 


types, figures, and fhadows alfo, and out of death and darknefs, up 


into the light, life, and image of God again, which man and wo-~ 
man were in before they fell. Therefore all now fhould come, and 
all may come to receive Chrift Jefus, the fubftance, by his light, 


_ fpirit, grace, and faith, and fhould. live and walk in him, the Re- 


deemer.and ‘Saviour. ; 

And as we had a great deal of work with priefts and profeffors, 
who pleaded for imperfection, I was opened to declare and manifeft 
to them that Adam and Eve were perfect before they fell, and all that 


_ God made he faw was good, and he bleffed it ; but the imperfection 


came in by the fall, through man’s and woman’s hearkening to 
the devil who was out of truth. And though the law made nothing 
perfect, yet it made way for the bringing in of the better hope, 
which hope is Chrift, who deftroys the devil and his works, which 
made man and woman imperfeé&. Chrift faith to his difciples, ‘ Be 
‘ ye perfect, even as your heavenly Father is perfect ;’ and he, who 
himfelf was perfect, comes to make man and woman perfect again, 
and brings them again to the ftate which God made themin. So he 
is the maker up of the breach, and the peace betwixt God and man. 
That this might the better be underftood by the loweft capacities, I 
ufed a comparifon of two old people who had their houfe broken 
down by an enemy, fo that they, with all their children, were liable 
to all ftorms and tempefts. And there came fome to them that pre- 


~~ tended to be workmen, and offered to build up their houfe again, if 
- they would give them fo much a year ; but when they had got their 


money they left their houfe as they found it. After this manner 
came a fecond, third, fourth, fifth, and fixth, each with his feveral 
pretence to build up the old honfe, and each got the people’s money, 
and then cried, ‘ They could not rear up the houfe, the breach could 
* not be made up; for there is no perfection here.’ They tell them, 
the houfe can never be perfectly built up again in this life, though 


_ they have taken the people’s money for doing it. For all the fect- 


matters in chriftendom (fo called) have pretended to build up Adam’s 
and Eve's fallen houfe, and when they have got people’s money, tell 
them the work cannot be perfectly done here ; fo their houfe lies as 


it did. ButI told the people, Chrift was come to do it freely, who 


by one offering hath perfected for ever all them that are fanctified, 


-and renews them up into the image of God, which man and woman § 


were in before they fell, and makes man’s and woman’s houfe as per- 


fect again as God made them at the firft ; and this Chrift, the hea- 


venly Man, doth freely. Therefore all are to look unto him,. and all 
that have received him are to walk in him, the Life, the Subftance, 
the Firft and the Laft, « The Rock of Ages, the Foundation of 


_* many Generations.’ Largely were thefe and many other things 


4 opened 


298 
1660. 


Briftol, 


Oldefton: ~ 
Nailfworth. 


Gloucefter. 


Col. Grimes. 


Tewkfbury, 
Worcefter. 


“GEORGE FOX's JOURNAL, 

opened to people, the word of life was preached, which lives and 
abides, and all were exhorted to hear and obey it, that by it all 
might be born again of the immortal feed, and feed of the milk of 
the word. A glorious meeting there was, wherein the Lord’s ever- 
lafting feed, Chrift Jefus, was fet over all, and friends parted in the - 
power and Spirit of the Lord, in peace, and in his truth, that is 
over all. é . 

About this time the foldiers under general Monk’s command were 
rude and troublefome at friends meetings in many places, ‘whereof 
complaint being made to him, he gave forth the following order, 
which fomewhat reftrained them : . 


« St. James’s, the gth of March, 1659. 


ec I D O require all officers and foldiers to forbear to didhasb the 
« 4 peaceable meetings of the Quakers, they doing nothing preju- 
“ dicial to the parliament or commonwealth of England. 


‘“< George Monk.” ; 


' After this meeting, I paffed to Oldefton, to Nailfworth, and to 
Nathaniel Crifp’s ; where was a large meeting, and feveral foldiers, . 
but quiet. From thence we paffed to Gloucefter, vifiting meetings. ° 
In Gloucefter we had one that was peaceable, though the town was 
very rude and divided ; for one part of the foldiers were for the king, 
and another for the parliament. AsI paffed out of the town over the 
bridge, Edward Pyott being with me, the foldiers there faid, « They 
‘ were for the king.’ After we were paft them, they were ina great - 
rage that I had efcaped them, and faid, < Had they known it they 
« would have fhot me with hail-fhot rather than I fhould have 
‘ efcaped.’ But the Lord prevented their devilith defign, and brought 
me fafe to colonel Grimes’s, where we had a large general meeting, 
and the Lord’s truth and power was fet over all; friends were efta- 
blifhed upon the Rock, and fettled under the Lord Jefus Chrift’s 
teaching. . 

We pafied from thence to Tewkfbury, and fo to Worcefter, vifit- 
ing mectings as we went. And in all my time I never faw the like 
drunkennefs as then in the towns; for they had been chufing parlia- 
ment-men. At Worcefter the Lord’s truth was fet over all, people 
were finely fettled therein, and friends praifed the Lord ; nay, I faw 
the very earth rejoiced. Yet great fears and troubles were in many, 
looking for the king’s coming in, and that all things fhould be al- 
tered. They would afk me what J thought of times and things? I 
told them the Lord’s power was over all, his light fhined over all, 
and that fear would take hold only on the hypocrites, fuch as had 
not been faithful to God, and on our perfecutors. In my travail and 
fufferings at Reading, when people were at a ftand, and could not 
tell who might rule, I told them the Lord’s power was over all (for 


I travelled through in it) and his day fhined whofoever fhould come 


in, and whether the king came in or no all would be well to them — 


that loved the Lord, and were faithful to him. Therefore I bid all 
i 4 . friends 
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_ friends fear none but the Lord, and keep in his power that was over 1660. 


all. 

rom Worcefter I vifited friends meetings, till I came to Badgely; Badgely. 
from thence I went to Drayton, in Leicefterfhire, to vifit my rela- Leicefterh. 
tions. While I was there, one Burton, a juftice, hearing I Hiad‘q Drayton 
good horfe, fenta warrant to fearch for me and my horfe ; but I was 
gone before they came, fo he miffed of his wicked end. _I pafled to 
‘Twy-crofs, Swanington, and Derby, where I vifited friends, and Twy-erots. 
found my old gaoler amongft them, who had formerly kept me in Swaning- 
the houfe of correction there, who was now convinced of the truth Deby. 
which I then fuffered under him for. Paffing into Derbyfhire and Derbyhhire. 
Nottinghambhire, I cameto Synderhill-green, vifiting friends meetings; ees. 
and fo to Balby in Yorkfhire, where our yearly meeting at that time Synderhill- 


_ ‘was held, in a great orchard of John Killam’s, where it was fup- gree". 


‘ : Yorkshire. 
pofed fome thoufands of people and friends were gathered together. Balby yeily 


In the morning I heard a troop of horfe was fent from York, about meeting. 
thirty miles off, to break up our meeting, and that the militia newly 
raifed was to join them. I went into the meeting, and ftood up ona 
great ftool ; and after I had fpoken fome time, two trumpeters came, 
founding their trumpets pretty near me, and the captain of the troop 
cried, ‘ Divide to the right and left, and make way.’ Then they 
rode up tome. I was declaring the everlafting truth and word of 
life, in the mighty power of the Lord. The captain bid me, *‘ Come 


_ * down, for he was come to difperfe our meeting. After fome time 


Itold him, they all knew we were a peaceable people, and that we 
ufed to have fuch great meetings; but if he apprehended we met in 
an hoftile way, I defired him to make fearch among us, and if he 
found either {word or piftol about any there, let fuch fuffer. He 


told me, * He muft fee us difperfed, for he came all night on pur- 


* pofe to difperfe us.” I afked him, What honour it would be to 
him to ride with {words and piftols amongft fo many unarmed men 
and women asthere were? If he would be ftill and quiet, our meet- 
ing probably might not continue above two or three hours, and when 
it was done, as we came peaceably together, fo we fhould part; for 
he might perceive the meeting was fo large all the country there- 
abouts could not entertain them, but that they intended to depart to- 
wards their homes at night. He faid, ‘ He could not ftay to fee the 


-« meeting ended, but muft difperfe them before he went.’ I defired 


him then, if he himfelf could not ftay, that he would let a dozen of 


his foldiers ftay, and fee the order and peaceablenefs of our meet- 


ing. He faid, « He would permit-us an hour’s time,’ and left half 
a dozen foldiers with us. ‘Then he went away with his troop, and 
friends of the houfe gave the foldiers that ftaid, and their horfes, fome 
meat. When the captain was gone, the foldiers that were left told 
us, * We might ftay till night if we would.’ But we ftaid but about 
three hours after, and had a glorious, powerful meeting ; for the pre- 
fence of the living God was manifeft amongft us, and the feed, Chrift, 
was fet over all. Friends were built upon him the foundation, and 
fettled under his glorious, heavenly teaching. After the meeting 
friends paffed away in peace, greatly refrefhed with the prefence of 
the Lord, and filled with joy and gladnefs that the Lord’s power had 


given 
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given them fuch dominion. Many of the militia-foldiers ftaid alfo, © 
much vexed that the captain and troopers had not broke up our meet~ 
ing, and curfed the captain and his troopers. It was reported they 
intended evil againft us that day; but the troopers, inftead of 
affifting them, were rather affiftant to us, in not joining them as they 
expected, but preventing them from doing the mifchief they de- 
figned. Yet this captain was a defperate man; for it was he that faid 
to me in Scotland, ‘ He would obey his fuperior’s commands, if it 
‘ was to crucify Chrift he would do it, or execute the great Turk’s 
* commands againft the chriftians if he was under him.’ So that it 
was an eminent power of the Lord, which chained both him and his 
troopers, and thofe envious militia-foldiers alfo, who went away, not 
having power to hurt any of us, nor to breakup our meeting. 

Next day we had an heavenly meeting at Warmfworth of friends 
in the miniftry, with feveral others; and then friends parted. As 
they paffed through the country feveral were taken up ; for the day 
that our firft meeting was held on, Lambert was routed, and it made 
great confufion in the country ; but friends were not kept long in 
prifon at that time. As I went to this meeting there came feveral to 
me at Skegby in Nottinghamfhire, who were going to be foldiers 
under Lambert, and would have bought my horfe of me ; and be- 
caufe I would not fell him, they were in a great rage againft me, 
ufing many threatening words: but I told them, ‘ God would con- 
‘ found and fcatter them ;’ and within two or three days after they 
were fcattered indeed. 

From Warm{worth I paffed, in the Lord’s power, to Barton-abby, 
where [had a great meeting ; from thence to Thomas Taylor’s, and 
fo to Skipton, where was a general meeting of men-friends out of © 
many counties concerning the affairs of the church. ‘ A friend went 
« naked through the town, declaring truth, and was much beaten. — 
‘ Some other friends alfo came to me all bloody.’ As I walked in the 
ftreet, a defperate fellow had an intent,to have done me mifchief ; 
but he was prevented, and our meeting was quiet. To this meeting 
came many friends out of moft parts of the nation ; for it was about. 
bufinefs relating to the church both in this nation and beyond the 
feas. Séveral years before, when I was in the north, I was moved to 
recommend to friends the fetting up of this meeting for that fervice ; 
for many friends fuffered in divers parts of the nation, their goods 
were taken from them contrary to law, and they underftood not how 
to help themfelves, or where to feek redrefs. But after this meeting 
was fet up, feveral friends who had been magi(trates, and others who 
underftood fomething of the law, came thither, and were able to in- 
form friends, and to affift them in gathering up the fufferings, that __ 
they might be laid before the juftices, judges, or parliament. This 
meeting had ftood feveral years, and divers juftices and captains had’ 
come to break it up; but when they underftood the bufinels friends 
met about, and faw friends books, and accounts of colleétions for 
relief of the poor, how we took care one county to help another, and 
to help our friends beyond fea, and provide for our poor that none of 
them fhould be chargeable to their parifhes, &c. the juftices and 
officers confefied that we did their work, and would pafs away 

peace-. 
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peaceably and lovingly, < commending . friends practice.” Some+ 1660. _ 
. times there would come two hundred of the poor of other people, bi Sel i, 
and wait till the meeting was done (for all the country knew we met Zeist septic 
about the poor) and after the meeting friends would fend to the bakers of men 
for bread, and give every one of thofe poor people a loaf, how many pe 
foever there were of them; for we were taught to ‘ do good unto all, 
* though efpecially to the houfhold of faith.’ 

After this meeting, I vifited friends meetings till I came to Lan- Lancafter. 
cafter; from whence I went to Robert Withers’s, and fo to Arnfide, pene ae. 
where I had a general meeting for all the friends in the counties ae api es 
Weftmoreland, Cumberland, and Lancafhire. This: meeting was 
quiet and peaceable, and the living prefence of the Lord was amonegtt 
us. I went bick with Robert Withers, and friends paffed away, p w 
frefh in the life and power of Chrift, in which they had dominion, ~~ 
being fettled upon him the Heavenly Rock and Foundation. Several 
tude fellows, ferving-men belonging to Sir George Middleton, a 
juttice, that lived not far off, came to have made fome difturbance, 
as it was thought; but the meeting being ended they did nothing 
there: but lighting on three women friends going homeward, they 
fet upon’them with impudent fcoffs, and one of them carried him- 
felf very abufively and immodeftly towards them. The fame man 
abufed other friends alfo, and was fo outrageous that he would have 
cut fome with an ax, but that he was reftrained by fome of his fel- 
lows. At another time the fame man fet upon fix friends that were 

_ going to a meeting at Yelland, and beat and abufed them fo, that he 
* bruifed their faces and {hed much of their blood, wounding them 
very fore, and one of them in feveral parts of his body; yet they lifted 
not an hand againit him, but gave him their backs and cheeks to beat. 
From Robert Withers’s I went next day to Swarthmore, Francis gyarhmore. 
~Howgil and Thomas Curtis being with me. I had not been.long 
there before Henry Porter, a juftice, fent a warrant by the chief 
: conftable and three petty conftables to apprehend me. I had a fenfe 
of the thing before-hand; and being in the parlour with Richard 
‘ Richardfon and Margaret Fell, fome of her fervants came and told 
_her, there were fome come to fearch the houfe for arms, and they 
went up into fome of the chambers under that pretence. It came 
| upon me to go out to them, and as Iwas going by fome of them, I 
fpoke to them; whereupon they afked me my name. I readily told G F taken 
them my name, and they laid hold on me, faying, I was the man prifoner. 
F they looked for, and.led me away to Ulverftone. There they kept 
t me all night at the conftable’s, and fet a guard of fifteen or faxteen 
men to watch me ; fome of whom fate in the chimney, for fear I 
: _ fhould go up the chimney: fuch dark imaginations poffeffed them, 
j 


i ee | a ae 


Ulverttone. 


_ They were very rude and uncivil to me, and would neither fuffer me 

to fpeak to friends, nor friends to bring me neceffaries ; but with vio- 

_ lence thruft them out, and kept a ftrong guard upon me. Very 
wicked and rude they were, and a great noife they made about me. 
One of the conftables, whofe name was Afhburnham, faid, « He. 

‘ did not think-a thoufand men, could have taken me.’ Another of 

| __ the conftables, whofe name was Mount, a very wicked man, faid, « He 
| * would have ferved judge Fell himfelf fo, if he had been alive, and 
« he had a warrantfor him.’ Next morning, about the fixth hour, I 
~4G was 
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was putting on my boots and fpurs to go with them before fome 


Mieke, juftice; but they pulled off my fpurs, took my knife out of my 


Carter-ford.{ great water called Carter-ford. By this time my own horfe' was — 
come to us, and the water being deep, and their little horfe fearce — 


Laneafter. 


pocket, and hafted me away along the town, with a party of horie 
and abundance of people, not fuffering me to ftay till my own horfe, 
came down. When I was gone about a quarter of a mile with them, 
fome friends, with Margaret Fell and her children, came towards 
me, and then a great party of horfe gathered about me in ‘a mad 
rage and fury, crying out, ‘ Will they refuce him! will they refcue 
‘ him!’ Whereupon I faid, ‘ Here is my. hair, here is my back, 
« here are my cheeks, ftrike on!’ Upon which their heat was alittle 


‘affwaged. Then they brought a little horfe, and two of them took 


up one of my legs and put my foot in the ftirrup, and two,or three 
lifting over my other leg, fet me upon the little horfe, behind the 
faddle, and fo led the horfe by the halter, but I had nothing to hold 
by. _When they were come a pretty way out of the town, they 
beat the little horfe, and made him kick and gallop ; whereupon { 


flipped off him, and told them, ‘ They fhould not abufe the crea- . 


‘ ture.” They were much enraged at my getting off, and took me 
by the legs and feet, and fet me upon the fame horfe behind the 
faddle again, and led the horfe about two miles, till we came to a 


able to cary me through, they let me get upon my own horfe thro’ 
the perfuafion of fome of their own company, they leading .him 
through the water. One wicked fellow ‘ kneeled down, and lifting 


‘ up his hands bleffed God that I was taken... When I was come . 


over the fands, I told them I had heard I had liberty to choofe what 


juftice I would go before; but the conftables cried, ‘ No, I fhould 


‘not.’ They led me to Lancafter, about fousteen miles, and a 
great triumph they thought to have had; but as they led me I 
was moved to ‘ fing praifes to the Lord, in his triumphing power 
‘ over all.’ When I was come to Lancafter, the fpirits of the peo- 
ple being mightily up, I ftood and looked earneftly upon them, and 
they cried, ‘ Lookathiseyes!’ After a while I {poke to them, and 


they were pretty fober. ‘Then came a young man who took me to ~ 


his houfe, and after a little time the officers had me to major Porter’s, 
the juftice who had fent the warrant againft me, who. had feveral 
others with him. When I came in, I faid, « Peace be amongit 
« you.’ Porter afked me, ‘ Why I came into the country that 
‘ troublefome time ?’ I told him, ‘ To vifit my brethren.’ But 


faid he, ‘ You have great meetings up and down.’ I told him tho” ’ 


we had, our meetings were known throughout the nation to be 
peaceable, and we were a peaceable people. He faid, ‘ We faw the 
« devil in people’s faces.’ I told him, ‘ If Ifawadrunkard, or a 


« fwearer, or a peevifh heady man, I could not fay I faw the Spirit 


‘of God in him.’ And I afked him, ‘ If he could fee the Spirit 
‘ of God? He faid, * We cried againft their minifters.’ I told 


him, While we were as Saul, fitting under the priefts, and running — 
up and down with their packets of letters, we were never called 
peftilent fellows nor makers of feéts; but when we were come to’ 
- exercife out conftiences towards and man, we were called pefti- 
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lent fellows, ‘as Paul was. He faid, Wecould exprefs ourfelves well 
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enough, and he.would not difpute with me; but He would reftrain anaes. 


me. I defired-to know, ‘ for what, and by whofe order he fent his 


_ ¢ warrant for me ;’ and complained to him of the abufe of the con- 


ftables and other officers after they had taken me, and in their bring- 
ing me thither. He would not take notice of that, but told me, 
* He had an order, but would not let me fee it; for he would not 
« reveal the king’s fecrets ;’ and befides, * a prifoner,’ he {faid, 
« was not to fee for what he was committed.’ I told him, that was 
not reafon ; for how fhould he make his defence then? I faid I 


ought to have a copy of it. But he faid, There was a judge once, - 


« that fined one for letting a prifoner have a copy of his mittimus; 


« and,’ faid he, ‘ I have an old clerk, though I am a young juftice.’ 


Then he called to his clerk, faying, ‘ Is it not ready yet? Bring 
* it;’ meaning the mittimus. But it not being ready, he told me I 


‘was a difturber of the nation. I told him, I had been a blefling to 


> ’ « 
ee 


the nation, in and through the Lord’s power and truth, and the Spirit 
of God in all confciences would anfwer it. Then he charged me as 
an‘ enemy to the king, that I endeavoured to raife a new war, and 
* imbrue the nation in blood again.’ I told him I had never learned 


‘the poftures of war, but was clear and innocent as a child concern- 


ing thofe things; and therefore was bold. Then came the clerk 


‘with the mittimus, and the gaoler was fent for and commanded to 
take me, put me into the Dark-houfe, and let none come at me, 


but keep me there clofe prifoner till I fhould be delivered by the king 
or parliament. ‘Then the juftice afked the conftables where my horfe 
was? * For I hear,’ faid he, ‘ he hath a good horfe; have ye 
‘ brought his horfe?’ I told him where my horfe was, but he did 


not meddle with him. As they had me to the gaol the conftable 


=e me my knife again, and then afked me to give it him: I told 


un, Nay; he had not been fo civil to me. Sothey putmeinto the - 


gaol, and the under-gaoler, one Hardy, a very wicked man, was 
exceeding rude and cruel, and many times would not let me have 
meat brought in, but as I could get it underthedoor. Many came 
to look at me, fome in a rage, and very uncivil and rude. One time 
there came two young priefts, and very abufive they were; the mean- 
eft people could not be worfe. Amongft thofe that came in this 


‘manner, old Prefton’s wife of Howker was one. She ufed many 


abufive words to me, telling me, my ‘ tongue fhould be cut out,’ 


and that «I thould be hanged ;’ fhewing me the gallows. But the 


Lord God cut her off, and fhe died in a miferable condition. 


Being clofe prifoner in the common gaol at Lancafter, I defired Lancafter. 


Thomas Cummins and Thomas Green to go to the gaoler, and de- 


fire a copy of my mittimus, that I might know what I ftood com- 


mitted for. They went ; and the gaoler anfwered, ‘ He @ould not 


BS give a eopy of it, for another had been fined for fo doing ;’ but he 


gave them liberty to read it over. To the beft of their remembrance, 
the matters therein charged againft me were, ‘ That I was a perfon 
* generally fufpected to be a common difturber of the peace of the 
* nation, an enemy to the king, and a chief upholder of the Quakers 
* fet; and that I, together with many of my fanatick opinion, pee 
an) 


gaol. 


304. 
1660, 


Lancafter 
gaol, 


GEORGE FO X’s JOURNAL. 

« of late endeavoured to raife infurre€tions in thefe parts of the coun- 
‘ try, and imbroil the whole country in blood. Wherefore the 
« caoler was commanded to keep me in fafe cuftody, till I thould 
‘ be releafed by order from the king or parliament.’ Vit 

When I had thus got the heads of the charge contained in the 
mittimus, I wrote a plain, downright anfwer, in vindication of my 
innocency to each particular; as followeth : 


. pet a prifoner at Lancafter, committed by juftice Porter. A. 
« 4 copy of the mittimus I cannot get; but fuch expreffions I am 
‘told are init as are very untrue. As that I am * generally fuf- 
“* petted to be a common difturber of the nation’s peace, an enemy 
““ to the king, and that I, with others, fhould endeavour to raife 
“ infurreGions, to imbroil the nation in blood.” All which is ut- 
« terly falfe; and I do, in every part thereof, deny it. For I am 
‘ not a perfon generally fufpected to be a difturber of the nation’s » 
* peace, nor have given any caufe for fuch fufpicion; for through 


the nation I have been tried for thefe things formerly. . In the days 


© of OliverI was taken up on pretence of raifing arms againft him, 
« which was alfo falfe; for I meddled not with raifing arms at all. 
« Yet I was then carried up prifoner to London, and brought before 
« him; when I cleared myfelf, and denied the drawing of a carnal 
« weapon againft him, or any man upon the earth; for my weapons 
< are {piritual, which take away the occafion of war, and lead into 
peace. Upon my declaring this to Oliver, I was fet at liberty by 
“him. After this I was taken, and fent to prifon by major Ceely, 
* in Cornwall§ who, when I was brought before the judge, informed 
‘ againft me, “ That I took him afide, and told him, that I could 
‘* raife forty thoufand men in an hour’s time to involve the nation 
‘ in blood, ‘and bring in king Charles.” This alfo was utterly falfe, 
‘a lie of his own inventing, as was then proved upon him; for I 
‘ never {poke any fuch word to him. I never was in any plot, I 
* never took any engagement or oath, nor ever learned war-pofture. 
« As thofe were falfe charges againft me then, fo are thefe now 
‘ which come from major Porter, who is lately appointed to be juf- 
€ 


“ 


tice, but wanted power formerly to exercife his cruelty againit us:; 
which is but the wickednefs of the old enemy. For the peace of 
‘ the nation I am not a difturber of; nor ever was; but feek the 
* peace thereof, and of all men, and ftand for all nations peace and 
‘men’s peace upon the earth, and with that all nations and men 
* knew my innocency in thefe things. ci 
« And whereas major Porter faith, I am an ‘‘ enemy to the king,” 
‘ this is falfe; for my love is to “‘ him and to all men,” even though 
« they be enemies to God, tothemfelves, and me. AndIcan fay, Itis 
‘ of the Lord that he is come in, to bring down many unrighteoufly 
‘ fet up; of which I had a fight three years before he came in. It 
‘is much -he fhould fay I am an enemy to the king ; for I have 
‘‘no reafon fo to be, he having done nothing againit me. But I 
« have been often imprifoned and perfecuted thefe eleven or twelve 
« years by thofe that have been both again(t the king and his father, 
« even the party that Porter was made a major by and bore arms 
j © for; 
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for; but not by'them that were for the king. I was never an 1660. | 


enemy to the king, nor to any man’s perfon upon the earth. 


even enemies; and would have the king faved, and come to the 
knowledge of the truth, and be brought into the féar of the Lord; 
to receive his wifdom from above, by which all things were made 
and created; that with that wifdom he may order all ‘things to the 
glory of God. yo 

_¢ Whereas he calleth me, “ A chief upholder of the Quaker’s 
<« fect,” Ianfwer: the Quakers are not a fect, but are in the power 
« of God, which was before fects were; and witnefs the election be- 
« fore the world began, and are come to live in the life which the 
‘ prophets and apoftles lived in who gave forth the fcriptures ; there- 
* fore are we hated by envious, wrathful; wicked; perfecuting meni 
« But God is the upholder of us all by his mighty power, and pre- 


~¢ ferves us from the wrath of the wicked that would fwallow us up. 
« And whereas he faith, “« That I, together with others of my | 


2? 


“* fanatick opinion,” as he calls it, ‘< have of late endeavoured to 
«< raife infurrections, and to imbroil the whole kingdom in blood :” 
« Thisis altogether falfe; to thefe things I am asachild; and know 
‘ nothing of them. The poftures of warI never learned; my wea- 
‘ pons are fpiritual and not carnal, for with carnal weapons I do not 
* fight. I am a follower of him who faid, “« My kingdom is not 
** of this world.” And though thefe lies and flanders are raifed 
‘ upon me, I deny drawing of any carnal weapon againft the king 
‘ or parliament, or any man upon the earth; for I am come to the 
* end of the law, ‘ to love enemies, and wreftle not with flefh and 
<< blood ;” ‘but am in that, which faves men’s lives. A witnefs I am 
‘ again{t all murderers, plotters, and all fuch as would <«‘ imbrue the 
“¢ nation in blood ;” for it is not in my heart to have any man’s life 
* deftroyed. And as for the word fanatick, which fignifies furious, 
‘ foolith, mad, é&c. he might have confidered himfelf before he had 
‘ ufed that word, and have learned the humility which goes before 
*‘ honour. We are not furious, foolifh, or mad; but through pa- 


* tience and meeknefs have borne lies, flanders, and perfecutions many 


‘ years, and have undergone great fufferings. ‘lhe {piritual man, 
© that wreftles not with flefh and blood, and the Spirit that reproves 
* fin in the gate, which is the Spirit of truth, wifdom, and found 
« judgment, is not mad, foolifh, furious, which fanatick fignifies ; 
* but all are of a mad, furious, foolifh fpirit, that wreftle with 
© flefh and blood, with carnal weapons, in their furioufnefs, fool- 
* ifhnefs, andirage. This is not the Spirit of God, but of error, 
* that perfecutes in a mad, blind, zeal, like Nebuchadnezzar and 
© Inafmuch as I am ordered to be kept prifoner till I be delivered 
* by order from the king or parliament, therefore I have written 
‘ thefe things to be laid before you, the king and parliament, that 
‘ ye may confider of them before ye act any thing therein ; that ye 
‘ may weigh, in the wifdom of God, the intent and end of men’s 
‘ {pirits, left ye a@ the thing that will bring the hand of the Lord 


_ § upon you-and againft you, as many have done before you who 


40h « have 
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‘ have been in authority, whom God hath overthrown: In him we 
* truft whom we fear and cry unto day and night, who hath heard 
* us, doth hear us, and will hear us, and avenge our caufe. » Much 
* innocent blood hath been fhed. Many have been perfectited to 
* death by fuch as were in authority before you, whom God hath 
‘ vomited out becaufe they turned againft the juft. Therefore con- 
‘ fider your ftanding now that ye have the day, and receive this as a 
* warning of love to you, | 
* From an innocent fufferer in bonds, and clofe prifoner in 
* Lancafter caftle, called . | 
George Fox. ° 


_ Upon my being taken, and forcibly carried away from Margaret 
Fell’s, and charged with things of fo high a nature, fhe was con- 
cerned, looking upon it to be an injury offered to her. Whereupon 
fhe wrote the following lines, and {ent them abroad, directed thus’: 


‘ To all magiftrates concerning the wrong taking up and imprifori- 
* ing George Fox at Lancafter. 


‘ i bee inform the governots of this nation, that Henry Porter, 
‘ mayor of Lancafter, fent a warrant with four conftables to m 
‘ houfe, for which he had no authority nor order.’ ‘They fearched 
* my houfe, and apprehended George Fox in it, who was not guilty 
of the breach of any law, or of any offence again{t any in the na- _ 
tion.. After they had taken him and brought him before the faid 
Henry Porter, bail was offered what he would demand for his ap- 
pearance, to anfwer what could be laid to his charge; but he (con- 
trary to law, if he had taken him lawfully) denied to accept of any 
bail, and clapped him up in clofe prifon. After he was in prifoni 

a copy of his mittimus was demanded, which ought not to be de- 
nied to any prifoner, that he may fee what is laid to his charge ; 
but it was denied him; a copy he could not have; only they weré 
fuffered to readit over. Every thing there charged againft him was 
utterly falfe ; he was not guilty of any one charge init, as will bé 
proved and manifefted to the nation. Let the governors confider 
‘ of it. Iam concerned in this thing, inafmuch as he was appre- 
* hended in my houfe ; andif he be guilty, lam fotoo. I defire to 
« have this fearched out. © Margaret Fell.’ 


a a a, n a Ce a ea! ~ on 


After this Margaret Fell determined to goto London to fpeak with the 
king about my being taken, to fhew-him the manner of it, and the un- 
jutt dealing and evil ufage I had received. Which when juftice Porter 
heard of, he vapoured that he would go and meet her in the gap. But 
when he came before the king, he having been a zealous man for the 
parlespensinesiont the king, feveral courtiers {poke to him concerning 
his plundering their houfes ; fo he had quickly enough of the court, 
and, returned; into the. country.. Mean ‘while the gaoler feemed 
very fearful; and. faid,. He was afraid major Porter would hang him 
becaufe he: had not; put:me“in’ the sDark-houfe.’ But when’ the 
gaoler went to wait: on him, after He-was come from London, he 
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«delivered by the king: or parliament,’ he had put’ it out of his 


power to releafe me if he would: He was the more dejected alfo 


upon reading a letter which I fent him; for when he*was in the 
height of his rage and threats againft me, and thought to ingratiate 
himfelf into the king’s favour by imprifoning me, I was moved to 
write to him, and put him in mind, ‘ How fierce he had been 


« again{t the king and his party, though now he would be thought 


* zealous for the king.’ Among other paflages in my letter, I called 


to his remembrance, that when he held Lancafter caftle for the par- 


_ liament again{ft the king, he was fo rough and fierce againft thofe 


that favoured the king, that he faid, « He would leave them neither 
‘ dog nor cat if they did not bring him provifion to his caftle.’ I 
afked him alfo, * Whofe great bucks horns thofe were’that were in 
* his houfe? and where he had them and the wainfcot that he cieled 
‘ his houfe withal ? Had he not them from Hornby-caftle ?’ 
About this time Ann Curtis, of Reading, came to fee me; and 
underftanding how I ftood committed, it was upon her alfo to go to 
the king about it. Her father, who had been theriff of Briftol; 
was hanged near his own door for endeavouring to bring the king 
in; upon which confideration fhe had fome hopes the king might 
hear her on my behalf. Accordingly, when fhe returned to Lon- 
don, fhe and Margaret Fell went to the king together; who, when 
he underftood whofe daughter fhe was, received. her kindly. And 
her requeft to him being ‘ to fend for me up; and hear the caufe him- 
« felf, he promifed her he would, and commanded his fecretary to 
fend an order for bringing me up.. But when they came to the fe- 
cretary for the order, he faid, ‘ It was notin his power; he muft go 
* according to law; and I muftbe brought up by an Habeas Corpus 
‘ before the judges.’ Sohe wrote to the judge of the king’s bench, 
fignifying it was the king’s pleafure I fhould be fent up by an 
Habeas Corpus. Accordingly a writ was fent, and. delivered to the 
fheriff; but becaufe it was directed to the chancellor of Lancafter, 
the fheriff putit off to him; on the other hand the chancellor would 


not make.the warrant upon it, but faid the fheriff muft do that. At 
length both chancellor and theriff were got together; but being both 


enemies to truth they fought occafion for delay, and found an error 
in the writ, which was, that being directed to the chancellor, it 
faid, « George Fox in prifon under your euftody,’ whereas the prifon 
I was in was not in the chancellor’s cuftody but the fheriff’s; fo the 
word your fhould have been 1s. Upon this they returned the writ to 
London again, only to have that one word altered. When it was 
altered and brought down again, the fheriff refufed to carry me up, 
unlefs I would feal.a writing to him,,and become bound 'to pay for 
the fealing and the. charge of carrying me up: which I denied, 
telling them, I would not feal any thing to them, nor be bound. 


- So the matter refted a while, and I continued in prifon. Mean 


while the aflize came on; but as there was a writ for removing me 
up, I was not brought before the judge, At the affize many came 
in to 
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to fee me. I was moved to {peak out of the gaol-window to them, 
and fhew them, ‘ How uncertain their religion was, and that every 
« fort, when uppermoft, had perfecuted the reft. When popery 
‘ was uppermoft, people had been perfecuted for not following the 
« mafs; and thofe who held it up cried, “ It was the higher power,” 
‘ and people muft be fubje& to the ‘higher power. Afterwards they 
«that fet up the Common Prayer perfecuted others for not follow- 
‘ing that ; faying, “« It was the higher power, and we muft be 
& fubjeét to that.” Since that, the Prefbyterians and Independents 
¢ cried each of them, ‘* We mutt be fubject to the higher power, 
«< and fubmit to the directory of the one and the church-faith of the 
* other.” Thus all, like the apoftate Jews, have cried, “‘ Help, 
« men of Ifrael, againft the true Chriftians.” So people might fee 
« how uncertain they are of their religions. But I directed them to 
‘ Chrift Jefus, that they might be built upon him, the Rock and 
‘ Foundation, ‘that changeth not.’ Much on this wife I declared to 
them, and they were quiet and very attentive. Afterwards I gave 
forth a little paper concerning True Religion, as followeth : 


a baphdyr Religion is the true rule and right way of ferving God. 
4& And religion is a pure {tream of righteoufnefs, flowing from 
the image of God, and is the life and power of God planted in 
the heart and mind by the law of life, which bringeth the foul, 
mind, fpirit, and body to be conformable to God, the Father of 
Spirits, and to Chrift; fo that they come to have fellowfhip with 
the Father and the Son, and with all his holy angels and faints. 
This religion is pure from above, undefiled before God, leads to 
vifit the fatherlefs, widows, and ftrangers, and keeps from the 
{pots of the world. ‘This religion is above all the defiled, fpotted 
religions in the world, that keep not from defilements and fpots, 
but leave their profeffors impure, below, and {potted ; whofe fa- 
therlefs, widows, and ftrangers, beg up and down the fireets. 
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Soon after this I gave forth another againit perfecution, on this 
wile : . ! 


P HE Papifts, Common-prayer-men, Prefbyterians, Indepen- 
5 dents, and Baptifts perfecute one another about their own in- 
* ventions, their Mafs, their Common-prayer, their Directory, their 
* Church-faith, which they have made and framed, and not for the 
‘ truth; for they know not what fpirit they are of, who perfecute, 
‘and would have men’s lives deftroyed about church-worfhip and 
‘ religion, .as Chrift faith, who alfo faid, «¢ He came not to deftroy 
“« men’s lives, but to fave them.” They that know not what {pirit 
‘ they are of, but will perfecute and -deftroy men’s lives, and not 
‘.fave them, we cannot 'truft our bodies, fouls, nor. {pirits in their 
‘chands ; they know not what {pirit they are of them{elves, there- 
‘:fore they are not fit to ‘be trufted with others. They would de- 
‘.ftroy by a law, as the difciples once would have done by -prayer, . 
/ ‘ who 
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* who would have commanded “ fire to come down from heaven,” 
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* todeftroy them that would not receive Chrift. But Chrift rebuked j jncaer 
* them, and told them, “ They knew not. what {pirit they: are cafle. 


“© of.” If they did not know. what fpirit they were of; do thefe 
‘ who have perfecuted about: religion fince the apoftles:days, who 
* would compel men’s bodies, goods, lives, fouls, and.eftates into 
‘ their hands by law, or make them fuffer? Thofe that deftroy 
«men’s lives are not the minifters of Chrift, the Saviour; and fee- 
« ing they know not what fpirit they are of, the lives, bodies, and 
‘ fouls of men are not to be trufted in their hands. And ye that 
* perfecute fhall have no refurrection to life with God, except ye re- 
* pent. But they that know what {pirit they are of themielves are in 
‘ the unrebukeable zeal, and by the Spirit of God they offer up 
* their f{pirits, fouls, and bodies to the Lord, which are his, to keep 
4 them. 
Oye URES Ry 


While I was kept in Lancafter gaol, I was moved to give forth the 
following paper, ‘ For ftaying the minds of any fuch as might be 
« hurried or troubled about the change of government.’ 


Swat tniends, AP 
: | He T the dread and majefty of God fill you! Concerning the 
* *~ changing of times and governments, let not that trouble any, of 
* you; for God hath a mighty work and hand therein. He will 
« yet change again, until that come up which mutt reign, and in 
« vain fhall powers and armies withitand the Lord; for his de- 
« termined work fhall come to pafs. But what is now come up, it 
* is juft with the Lord that it fhould be fo, and he will be ferved 
by it. Therefore let none murmur, nor diftruft God; for he will 
‘ provoke many to zeal againft unrighteoufnefs, and for righteouf- 
« nefs, through things which are fuffered now to work for a feafon : 
« yeamany, whofe zeal has been even dead, fhall revive again, and 
‘ they fhall fee their backflidings and bewail them bitterly. For 
«¢ God fhall thunder from heaven, and break forth in a mighty 
«« noife ; his enemies fhall be aftonifhed, the workers of iniquity 
«< confounded, and all that have not on the garment of righteou{nefs 
« fhall be amazed at the mighty and ftrange work of the Lord, which 
_ *¢ fhall be certainly brought to pafs.” But my children, look ye not 
* out, but be ftill in the light of the Lamb, and he fhall fight for 
* you. The Almighty Hand, which muft break and divide your 
* enemies, and take away peace from them, preferve and keep you 
* whole,.in unity and peace with himfelf, and one with another. 
* Amen. 

1 Pd “ GankS 

I was moved alfo to write to the king, to * exhort him to exer- 
* cife mercy and forgivenefs towards his enemies, and to warn him 


* to réftrain the prophanenefs and loofenefs that was got up in the 
* nation upon his return.’ 


| To 
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dea cameft not into this nation by fword, nor by vic- 
tory of war, but by the power of the Lord. Now if thou 
doft not live in it, thou wilt not profper. If the Lord hath 
fhewed thee mercy and forgiven thee, and thou doft not fhew’ 
mercy and forgive, God will not hear thy prayers, nor them that’ 
pray for thee. If thou doft not ftop perfecution and perfecutors, 
and take away all laws that hold up perfecution about religion ; 
if thou perfift in them, and uphold perfecution, that will make 
thee as blind as thofe that have gone before thee : for perfecution 
hath always blinded thofe that have gone into it. Such God by 
his power overthrows, doth his valiant aéts upon, and bringeth 
falvation to his opprefied ones. If thou bear the {word in vain, 
and let drunkennefs, oaths, plays, may-games, with fuch like 
abominations and vanities be encouraged or go unpunifhed, as 
fetting up of May-poles, with the image of the crown atop of 
them, &c. the nations will quickly turn like Sodom and Gomor- 
rah, and be as bad as the old world, who grieved the Lord till he 
overthrew them ; and fo he will you, if thefe things be not fup- 
prefled. Hardly was there fo much wickednefs at liberty before 
as there is at this day, as though thére was no terror nor {word of 
magiftracy ; which doth not grace a government, nor is a praife to 
them that do well. Our prayers are for them that are in autho- © 
rity, that under them we may live a godly life, in which we have 
peace, and that we may not be brought into ungodlinefs by them. 
Hear and confider, and do good in thy time, whilft thou haft 
power; be merciful and forgive; that is the way to overcome and 


obtain the kingdom of Chritt. 
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It was long before the fheriff would yield to remove me to Lon- 
don, unlefs I would feal a bond to him, and bear their charges ; 
which I ftill refufed to do. Then they confulted how to convey me 
up, and firft concluded to fend up a party of horfe with me. I told 
them, ‘ If l were fuch a man as they had reprefented me to be, they 
‘ had need fend a troop or two of horfe to guard me.” Wh ey con- 
fidered what a charge it would be to them to fend upa party of horfe 
with me, they altered their purpofe, and concluded to fend me up 
guarded only by the gaoler and fome bailiffs. But upon farther 

* confideration they found that would be a great charge to them alfo, 
‘and therefore fent for me to the gaoler’s houfe, and told me, if I 
would put in bail that I would be in London. fuch a day of the term, 
I fhould have leave to go up with fome of my own friends. I told them 
I would neither put in bail, nor give one piece of filver to the gaoler ; 
for Iwas an innocent man, they had imprifoned me wrong- 
fully, and laid a falfe charge upon me. WNeverthelefs I faid, If 
they would let-me go up with one or two of my friends to bear me 
company, I might go up and be in London fuch a day, if the Lord 
fhould permit; and, if they defired it, I or any of my friends that ° 

, . went 
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. went with me wo carry up their charge againft myfelf. When ‘60. 
5 they faw they could do no otherwife with me, the fheriff confented tA eee 
+ that «I thould come up with fome of my friends, without any other caile. 

At * engagement than my word, to appear before the judges at London 

Pe ‘ fuch a day of the term, if the Lord thould permit.’’ Whereupon Swarthmore. 
I was let out of prifon, and went to Swarthmore, where I ftaid tw 

or three days; and from thence went to Lancafter, and {0 to Lancatter. 
Prefton, having meetings amongft friends till I came into Chefhire, hae 
to William Gandy’s, where was a large meeting without doors, the : 
houfe not being fufficient to contain it. That day the Lord’s ever- 

lafting feed was fet over all, and friends: were turned to it, who is 


_ the heir of the promife. Thence | came into Staffordthire and War- oem aped e. 
; Yarwickin, 
Non eaton. 


- . wickfhire, to Antony Bickliff's, and at Non-eaton, at a prieft’s widow’s 
4 houfe, we had a blefled meeting, wherein the everlafting word of life 
was powerfully declared, and many fettled in it. Then travelling on, 
vifiting friends meetings, in about three weeks time from.my coming 
out of prifon, I reached London, Richard Hubberthorn and Robert London. 
Withers beipg with me. 

When we came to Charing-crofs, multitudes of people were ga- 
thered together to fee the burning of the bowels of fome of the old 
king’s judges, who had been hanged, drawn, and quartered. ; 

_  . We went next morning to judge Mallet’s chamber, who was 
_. putting on his gown to fit upon more of the king’s judges. He was 
1% then very peevith and froward, and faid, | might come another time. 
| We went another time to his chamber, when judge Fofter was with 
him, who was called Lord Chief Juftice of England. With me 
was one called Eiguire Marfh, one of the hed-chamber to the king, 
When we had delivered to the judges the charge againit me, and 
they had read to thofe words, ¢ That I and my friends were im- 
_ __ * broiling the nation in blood,’ &c. they ftruck their hands on the 
: table. Whereupon I told them, ‘ I was the man whom that charge 
« was againft, but I was as innocent of-any fuch thing as a new- - 
* born child, and had brought it up myfelf ; and fome of my friends 
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} * came up with me, without ‘any guard.’ As yet they had not 
p? minded my hat; but now, feeing my hat on, they faid, * What, 
a © didi ftand with my hat on!’ I told them I did not ftand fo in any 
~-——s contempt of them. Then they commanded one to take it off; and 


when they had called for the marfhal of the king’s bench, they faid 
tohim, You mutt take this man and fecure him, but you mutt let 
him have a chamber, and not put him amongft the prifoners. My 
Lord, faid the marfhal, I have no chamber to put him into; my 
houfe is fo full that I cannot tell where to provide for him but 
amonegft the prifoners. Nay, faid the judges, you muft not put him 
amiongft the prifoners. But when he {till anfwered, he had no other 
place to put me in, judge Fofter faid to me, § Will you appear to- 
‘ morrow, about ten of the clock, at the king’s bench bar in Wett- 


©. ‘.minfter-hall?’ I faid, ‘Yes, if the Lord give me ftrength.’ 
; _ Then faid judge Fofter to the other judge, * If he fays yes, and pro- 
_*  £ mifes it, you may take his word.’ So I was difmified. ‘The next King’s bench 


day I appeared at the king’s bench barat the hour appointed, Robert bar. 
; Withers, Richard Hubberthorn, and Efquire Marth going with me. 
7: aon “an I was 
7 ane | 
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I was brought into the middle of the court, and as foon as*I’cami¢ 
in I was moved to look about, and turning to the people, faid; 
‘ Peace be'among you;’ and the power of the Lord {prang over the 
court. The charge againft me was read openly. The people were - 
moderate, and the judges cool and loving; and the Lord’s mercy 
was to them. But when they came to that part of it which faid, 
‘ That I and my friends were. imbroiling the nation in blood and 
¢ raifing a new war, and that I was an enemy to the king,’ &e. 
they lifted up their hands. ‘Then, ftretching out my arms, I faid,: 
Tam the man whom that charge is againft, but I am as innocent. 
as a child concerning the charge, and have never learned any war. 
poftures. And, faid I, do ye think, that if I and my friends were . 
fuch men as the charge declares, that I fhould have brought it up 
myfelf againft myfelf? Or that I fhould be fuffered to come up 
with one or two of my friends with me? Had I been fuch a man 
as this charge fets forth, I had need to have been guarded up with » 
a troop or two of horfe. But the fheriff and magiftrates of Lan- 
cafhire thought fit to let me and my friends come up with it our- 
felves, almoft two hundred miles, without any guard at all; which, 
you'may be fure, they would not have done if they had looked 
upon me to be fuch a man.’ The judge afked me, Whether it 
fhould be filed ? or what I would do with it? I anfwered, Ye are 
judges, and able, I hope, to judge in this matter; therefore do with 
it what ye will; for Iam the man thefe charges are again{t, and. 
here ye fee I have brought them up myfelf.. Do ye what ye will 
with them, I leave it to you. Then judge Twifden beginning to 
{peak fome angry words, I appealed to judge Fofter and judge Mallet, 
who had heard me over-night. . Whereupon they faid, * They did 
‘not accufe me, for they had nothing againft me.’ Then ftood up 
*{quire Marfh, and told the judges, « It was the king’s pleafure that 
‘ I thould be fet at liberty, feeing ‘no accufer came: up againft me.’ 
They afked me, ¢ Whether I would put,it to the king and council?” 
I faid, ‘ Yes, with a good-will.’ Thereupon they fent the fheriff’s 
return, which he made to the writ of Habeas Corpus, containing 


n~ 
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' the matter charged againft me in the mittimus, to the king, that he 


might fee for what I was committed. The return of the theriff of 
Lancafter was thus : 


é BY virtue of his majefty’s writ to me directed, and hereunto an- 
¢ nexed, I certify, That before the receipt of the faid writ, 
George Fox, in the faid writ mentioned, was committed to his 
majefty’s gaol at the caftle of Lancafter, in my cuftody, by a war- 
rant from Henry Porter, Efquire, one of his majefty’s juftices of 
peace within the county palatine aforefaid, bearing date the fifth of 
June now laft paft; for that he, the faid George Fox, was gene- 
rally fufpected to be a common difturber of the peace of this na+ 
tion, an enemy to our fovereign Lord the king, and a chief up+ 
holder of the Quakers feét ; and that he, together with others of 
his fanatick opinion, have of late endeavoured to make infurrec- 
tions in thefe parts of the country, and to imbroil the whole king- 
dom in blood. And this is the caufe of his taking and detaining. 

« Never- 
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Neverthelefs, the body of the faid George Fox I have ready before 
Thomas Mallet, kn 


Pleet-{treet, to do and receive thofe things which his majefty’s faid 
juitice fhall determine concerning him in this behalf, as by the 
‘ aforefaid writ is required. | 
‘ George Chetham, efquire, fheriff.’ 


Upon perufal a this, and confideration of the whole matter, the 
king, being fatisfied of my innocency, commanded his fecretary to 
fend an order to judge Mallet for my releafe ; which the fecretary 
did, thus : 


‘ ig is his majefty’s pleafure, That you give your order for the re- 
: leafing and fetting at\full liberty the perfon of George Fox, late 
* a prifoner in Lancafter gaol, and commanded hither by an Habeas 
‘ Corpus. And this fignification of his majefty’s pleafure fhall be 
« your fufficient warrant. Dated at Whitehall, the 24th of OGo- 
‘ ber 1660. 
. , ‘ Edward Nicholas.’ 
‘ For Sir Thomas Mallet, knight, one 
‘ of the juftices of the king’s bench.’ 


When this order was delivered to judge Mallet, he forthwith fent 


his warrant to the marfhal of the king’s bench for my releafe; which 


warrant was thus worded : 


‘ BY virtue of a warrant which this morning I have received from 
¢ the Right Honourable Sir Edward Nicholas, knight, one of 
« his majefty’s principal fecretaries, for the releafing and fetting at 
‘ liberty of George Fox, late a prifoner in Lancatter gaol, and from 
‘ thence brought hither by Habeas Corpus, and yefterday com- 
‘ mitted unto your cuftody ;. I do hereby require you accordingly to 
« releafe and fet the faid prifoner George Fox at liberty: for which 
‘ this fhall be your warrant and difcharge. Given under my hand 
the 25th day of October, in the year of our Lord God 1660. 


‘ To Sir John Lenthal, knight, ‘« Thomas Mallet.’ 
« marfhal of the king’s bench, 
‘ or his deputy.’ ; 
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: ight, one of his majefty’s juftices, affigned to King’s bench 
* hold pleas before his majefty, at his chamber in Serjeants-inn, in bar.” 
€ 

« 


‘Thus, after I had been a prifoner fomewhat more than twenty London. 


weeks, I was freely fet at liberty by the king’s command, the Lord’s 
power having wonderfully wrought for the clearing of my inno- 
cency, and Porter, who committed me, not daring to appear to make 


good the charge he had falfly fuggefted againft me. But after it 


was known I was difcharged, a company of envious, wicked {pirits - 


were troubled, and terror took hold of juftice Porter ; for he was 
afraid I would take the advantage of the law againft him for my 
wrong imprifonment, and thereby undo him, his wife, and chil- 


dren. Andindeed I was prefled by fome in authority to have made _ 


4°K him 
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him and the reft examples ; but I faid, I fhould leave-them to the 
Lord; if the Lord forgave them I fhould not trouble mytfelf with 
them. be! ‘otal Shieh 

Now did I fee the end of the travail which I had in my fore exer- 
cife at Reading; for the everlafting power of the Lord was over, all, 


4 and his bleffed truth, life, and light fhined over the nation, and 


Whitehall. 
Pall. mall. 


great and glorious meetings we had, and very quiet; and many 
flocked unto the truth. Richard Hubberthorn had been with the . 
king, who faid, * None fhould moleft us fo long as we lived peace- 
‘ ably,’ and promifed this upon the word of aking; telling him, 
we might make ufe of his promife. Some friends were alifo ad-. 
mitted in the houfe of Lords, to declare their reafons, why they 
could not pay tithes, fwear, nor go to the fteeple-houfe-worthip, or 
join with others in worfhip ; and they heard them moderately.. There 
being about feven hundred friends in prifon, who had been .com-- 
mitted under Oliver’s and Richard’s government, upon contempts 
(fo called) when the king came in he fet them all at liberty. There 
feemed at that time an inclination and intention in the government 
to have granted friends liberty, becaufe they were fenfible we had 
fuffered as well as they under the former powers. But when any 
thing was going forward in order thereunto, fome dirty {pirits, or 
other, that would feem to be for us, threw fomething in the way to 
{top it. It was faid there was an inftrument drawn up for confirm- 
ing our liberty, which only wanted figning; when on a fudden that 
wicked attempt of the Fifth-monarchy-people broke out, and put 
the city and nation in an uproar. _ This was on a firft-day night, and 
very glorious meetings we had that day, wherein the Lord’s truth 
fhined over all, and his power was exalted above all; but about 
midnight the drums beat, and the cry was, ‘Arm, arm.’ I got out 
of bed, and in the morning took boat, and landing at Whitehall- 
ftairs, walked through Whitehall. They looked ftrangely at me 
there; but I paffed through, and went to Pall-mall, whither divers | 
friends came to me, though it was now grown dangerous pafling the 
ftreets ; for by this time the city and fuburbs were up in arms, and 
exceeding rude the people and foldiers were; infomuch that Henry 
Fell, going to a friend’s houfe, the foldiers knocked him down, and 
he had been killed if the duke of York had not come by. Great 
mifchief was done in the city this week; and when firft-day came, 
that friends went to their meetings, many were taken prifoners. I 
ftaid at Pall-mall, intending to be at the meeting there ; but on the 
feventh-day night a company of troopers came and knocked at the 
door. The maid letting them in, they ftrait laid hold of me ; and 
there being amongft them one, that had ferved under the parliament, 
he clapped his hand to my pocket, and afked, * Whether I had any 
* piftols ” Itold him, He knew I did not ufe to carry piftols; © 
why did he afk fuch a queftion of me, who he knew to be a peace- 
able man? Others of the foldiers ran up into the chambers, and 
there found in bed *{quire Marfh, who, though he was one of the 
king’s bed-chamber, out of his love to me had come and lodged. 
where I did. When they came down again, they faid, « Why 
‘ fhould we take this man away with us? We will let him alone.’ 

as Oh ! 
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Oh! th the parliament-foldier, he is one of the heads and a chief 1660. 
_ring-leader. Upon this the foldiers were taking me away ; but ‘{quire Loe 
Marth hearing of it, fent for the commander of the party, and de- 


fired him to let me alone, for he would fee me forth-coming in the 
morning. In the morning, before they could fetch me,. and before 


“the méeting was gathered, there came a company of foot to the 


houfe, and one of them, drawing his fword, held it over my head. 


‘Tafked him, ‘ Why he drew his iword at a naked man ?’ At which 


eee 


his fellows being afhamed bid him put up his fword. Thefe foldiers G F. taken 


took me away to Whitehall before the troopers came for me. As I 
was going out feveral friends were coming in to the meeting, whofe 


boldnefs and chearfulnefs I commended, and encouraged them to 
‘perfevere therein. When I was brought to Whitehall, the foldiers 


and people were exceeding rude, yet I declared truth to them ; but 
fome great perfons coming by, who were very fullof envy, ‘ What,’ 


faid they, < do ye let him preach? Put him into fuch a place.where 
“he may not ftir.’ So into that place they put me, and the fol- 


diers watched over me. I told them, Though they could confine 
my body and fhut that up, they could not {top up the word of life. 
Some'thereupon came, and afked me, ‘ What I was ?’ I told them, 
I was apreacher of righteoufnefs. After I had been kept there two or 
three hours, “{quire Marth fpoke to lord Gerrard, who came and bid 
them fet me at liberty. The marfhal, when I was difcharged, de- 


amanded fees. I told him, I could not give him any, neither was it 


our practice. I afked him, How he could demand fees of me who 
was innocent? ‘Then I went through the guards, the Lord’s power 
being over them ; and after I had declared truth to the foldiers, I 
went up-the ftreets with two Irifh colonels that came from White- 


_ hall to an inn, ‘where many friends were prifoners under a guard. I 


defired thofe colonels to {peak to the guard to let me go in to vifit 
my friends that were prifoners there; but they would not. Then I 
ftept to the centry, and defired him to let me go up; which he did. 
While I was there the foldiers went to Pall-mall again to fearch for 
me; but not finding me they turned towards the inn, and bid all 
come out that were not prifoners; fo they went out. But I afked 
the foldiers within, Whether I might not ftay a while with my 


friends? They faid, Yes. I ftaid, and efcaped their hands again. 


Towards night I went to Pall-mall, to fee how it was with friends 
there, and after went into the city. Great rifling of houfes there 


was at that time to fearch for people. I went to a private friend’s 


houfe andRichard Hubberthorn with me. There we drew up a de- 
claration againit plots and fightings, to be prefented to the king and 
council; but when we had finifhed it, and {ent it to the prefs, it was 
taken in the prefs. ; 

Upon this infurrection of the Fifth-monarchy-men great havock 
was made both in city and country, fo that it was dangerous for 
fober people to ftir abroad feveral weeks after ; and hardly could 
either men or women go up and down the ftreets to buy provifions 
for their families without being abufed. In the country they dragged 
men and women out of their houfes, and fome fick men out of their 
beds by the legs. “Nay, one that was in a fever the foldiers dragged 


out 


prifoner. 
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out of his bed to prifon; and when he was brought thither he died. 
His name was Thomas Patching. | 

Margaret Fell went to the king, and told him what fad work there 
was in the city and nation, and fhewed him we were an innocent 
peaceable people, and that we muit keep our meetings as we ufed. 
to do whatever we fuffered ; but it concerned him to fee that peace 
was kept, that no innocent blood might be fhed. < 

Now were the prifons every-where filled with friends and others 
in the city and country, and the pofts were fo laid for the fearching 
of letters, that none could pafs unfearched. We heard of feveral 
thoufands of our friends that were caft into prifon in feveral parts of: 
the nation, and Margaret Fell carried an account of them to the 
king and council. ‘The next week we had an account of feveral 
thoufands more that were caft into prifon, and fhe went and laid 
them alfo before the king and council. They wondered how we 
could have fuch intelligence, feeing they had given fuch ftrict charge” 
for the intercepting of all letters; but the Lord did fo order it that 
we had an account notwithftanding all their ftoppings. In the deep 
fenfe I had of the grievous fufferings friends underwent, and of their 
innocency towards God and man, I was moved to fend the following 
epiftle to them, as a word of confolation, and to put them upon 
fending up their fufferings. . 
« My dear friends, : 

N the immortal feed of God, which will plead its own inno- 

cency, who are inheritors of an everlafting kingdom, which is in-’ 
corruptible, and of a world and riches that fade not away, peace 
and mercy be multiplied amongift you in all your fufferings ; whofe 
backs were not unready, but your hair and cheeks prepared ; who 
never feared fufferings, as knowing it is your portion in the 
world, from the foundation of which the Lamb was flain; who 
reigns in his glory, which he had with his Father. before the world 
began. He is your rock in all floods and waves, upon which you: 
can ftand fafe, with a chearful countenance, beholding the Lord 
God of the whole earth on your fide. So in the feed of God, 
which was before the unrighteous world in which the fufferings 
are, live and feed, wherein the bread of life is felt, and no caufe - 
of complaint of hunger or cold. Friends, your fufferings all, 
that are or have been of late in prifon, I would have you fend up 
an account of, and how things are amongft you, that it may be 
delivered to the king and his council; for things are pretty well 
here after the ftorm. ike ‘ 
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Gof,’ 
‘ London, the 28th of the 
‘ zith month, 1660.’ 


Having loft our former declaration in the prefs, we made hafte 
and drew up another againft plots and fighting, got it printed, and 
fent fome copies to the king and council ; others were fold up and 
downjthe ftreets, and at the Exchange. Which Declaration was 


_ fome years after reprinted. 
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* A Declaration from the harmlef innocent people of God, called 
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1660. 


* Quakers, againft all fedition, plotters, and fighters in the ;74,.. 


* world; for removing the ground of jealoufy and fufpicion 


_€ from both magiftrates and people in the kingdom concerning 
« wars and fightings. 


* Prefented to the king the 21ft day of the 11th month, 1660. 


Os eg principle is, and our practices have always been to feek 
“peace and enfue it; to follow after righteoufnefs and the 
Knowledge of God ; feeking the good and weliare, and doing that 
which tends to the peace of all. We know that wars and fightings 

proceed from the lufts of men, as Jam. iv, 1, 2, 3. out of which 
lufts the Lord hath redeemed us, and fo out of the occafion of war. 

‘The occafion of war and the war itfelf (wherein envious men, who 
are lovers of themfelves more than lovers of God, luft, kill, and 
defire to have men’s lives or eftates) arifeth from the luft. All 
bloody principles and practices we, as to cur own particulars,. do 
utterly deny, with all outward wars, ftrife, and fighting with out- 
ward weapons for any end, or under any pretence whatfoever : 
this is our teftimony to the whole world. 

« And whereas it is objected : 

“ But altho’ you now fay, “* That you cannot fight nor take up 
** arms at all; yet ifthe Spirit move you, then you will change your 
<é principle, you will fell your coat and buy a fword, and fight for 
‘* the kingdom. of .Chrift. 

‘ To this we anfwer, Chrift faid.to Peter, ** Put up thy fword in 

«‘ his place;” though he had faid before, he that:had no fword 

« might fell his coat and buy one (to the fulfilling of the law and the 

*« feripture) yet after, when he had bid him put.it up, he faid, “ He 

** that taketh the {word thall perith with.the fword.” And Chrift 

« faid to Pilate, <* Thinkeft thou, that I cannot now pray,to my 
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« Father, and ‘he fhall prefently give me more than twelve legions 


«of angels ?” And this might fatisfy: Peter, Luke xxil. 36. after 
‘ he had put up his fword, when he faidto him, ‘* He that took it, 
«« fhould perith by it ;” which fatisfieth us, Mat.xxvi. 51, 52, 53- 
«In the Revelations it is faid, ‘*,He that kills with the fword thall 
«© perifh with the fword; and here is the faith and the patience of 
«¢ the faints.” So Chrift’s kingdom is not. of this world, therefore 


© do not his fervants fight, as he told : Pilate, the magiftrate who 
© crucified him. And did they not look upon Chrift as a raifer of fe- 


* dition? and did not he pray, “ Forgive them?” But thus it is that 
* we are numbered amongtt tranfgreffors, and amongtft fighters, that 
* the fcriptures might be fulfilled. ee! i 
«That the Spirit of Chrift, by which we are guided, is not 
‘ changeable, fo as once to command us from a thing, as evil, and 
* again to. move unto it. We certainly know and teftify to the 
‘ world, That the Spirit of Chrift, which leads .us.into all truth, 
‘ will never move us to fight and. war againft any man with out- 
* ward weapons, neither for the kingdom of Chrift nor for the 
* kingdoms of this world. . 
| ; holy ; ‘ Firft, 
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‘ Firft, Becaufe the kingdom of Chrift God will exalt, according 
‘ to his promife, and caufe it to grow and flourith in righteoufnefs, 
«* Not by might, nor by power (of outward {word) but by my 
«« Spirit, faith the Lord,” Zech. iv. 6. So thofe that ufe any wea- 
‘ pon to fight for Chrift, or for the eftablifhing of his kingdom or 
‘ government, their {pirit, principle, and practice we deny. 

«Secondly, We earneftly defire and wait, that (by the word of 
© God’s power, and its effectual operation in the hearts of men) the 
‘ kingdoms of this world may become the kingdoms of the Lord, 
« and of his Chrift; and that he may rule and reign in men by his 
‘ Spirit and truth; that thereby all people, out of all different 
‘ judgments and profeffions, may be brought into love and unity 
‘ with God, and one with another ; and that-all may come to wit- 


© nefs the prophet’s words fulfilled, who faid, <* Nation fhall not 


‘* lift up {word againft nation, neither fhall they learn war any 
*¢ more,” Ifa. ii. 4. Mich. iv. 

‘ Since we, whom the Lord hath called into the obedience of his 
‘ truth, have denied wars and fightings, and cannot any more learn 
‘them. Thisis a certain teftimony unto all the world of the truth 
“ of our hearts in this particular, that as God perfuadeth every 
‘ man’s heart to believe, fo they may receive it. For we have not, 
‘ as fome others, gone about cunningly with devifed fables, nor have 
‘ we ever denied in practice what we have profeffed in principle ; 
‘ but in fincerity and truth, and by the word of God, have we la- 
« boured to be made manifeft unto all men, that both we and our 
‘ ways might be witnefled in the hearts of all. And whereas all 
* manner of evil hath been falfely fpoken of us, we hereby fpeak 
* the plain truth of our hearts, to take away the occafion of that 
‘ offence, that fo we, being innocent, may not fuffer for other 
* men’s offences, nor be made a prey of by the wills of men for that 
‘ of which we were never guilty; but in. the uprightnefs of our 


© hearts we may, under the power ordained of God for the punith- 


* ment of evil-doers, and for the praife of them that do well, live a 
« peaceable life in all godlinefs and honefty. For although we have 
‘ always fuffered, and do now more abundantly fuffer, yet we know 
‘ it is for righteoufnefs fake : ‘‘ For our rejoicing is this, the tefti- 
«‘ mony of our confciences, that in fimplicity and godly fincerity, 
** not with flethly wifdom, but by the grace of God, we have had 
“* our converfation in the world,” 2 Cor. i. 12. which for us is a 
‘ witnefs for the convincing of our enemies. For this we can fay to 
‘ all the world, we have wronged no man, we have ufed no force 
‘ nor violence againft any man, we have been found in no plots, 
*‘ nor guilty of fedition. When we have been wronged we have not 
* fought to revenge ourfelves, we have not made refiftance againft 
‘ authority; but wherein we could not obey for confcience-fake, we 
‘ have fuffered the moft of any people in the nation. We have been 


-‘ counted as fheep for the flaughter, perfecuted, and defpifed, 
* beaten, ftoned, wounded, ftocked, whipped, imprifoned, haled 
-* out of the fynagogues, caft into dungeons and noifome vaults, 
-* where many have died in bonds, fhut up from our friends, denied 


« needful fuftenance for many days together, with other the like 
_ € cruelties. 
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eruelties. . And the caufe of all thefe our fufferings is not for any _ 1660. 
* evil, but for things relating to the worfhip of our God, and in; sayy. 
obedience to his requirings. ‘* For which canfe we fhall freely — 
** give up our bodies a facrifice, rather than difobey the Lord ;” 
‘ knowing, as the Lord hath kept us innocent, he will plead our 
‘ caufe when there is none in the earth to plead it. So we, in obe- 
* dience to his truth, do not love our lives unto death, that we may 
~* do his will, and wrong no man in our generation, but feek the 
« good and peace of all men. He who hath commanded us, “ That 
we fhall not fwear at all,” Matth. v. 34. hath alfo commanded 
« us, ‘* That we fhall not kill,” Matth. v. So that we can neither 
« kill men, nor {wear for nor againft them. ‘This is both our prin- 
« ciple and our practice, and hath been from the beginning ; fo that 
« if we fuffer, as fufpected to take up arms or make war againft any, 
¢ it is without any ground from us; for it neither is, nor ever was 
« in our hearts, fince we owned the truth of God; neither thall we 
« ever do it, becaufe it is contrary to the Spirit of Chritt, his doétrine, 
* and the practices of his apoftles; even contrary to him for whom 
« we fufter all things and endure all things. 

« And whereas men come againft us with clubs, ftaves, drawn 
‘ fwords, piftols cock’d, and beat, cut, and abufe us; yet we never 
« refifted them, but to them our hair, backs, and cheeks have been 
‘ ready. It is not an honour to manhood or nobility to run upon 
‘ harmlefs people, who lift not an hand againft them, with arms and 
* weapons. 

‘ Therefore confider thefe things, ye men of underftanding ; for 
‘ plotters, raifers of infurrections, tumultuous ones, and fighters, 
‘ running with fwords, clubs, ftaves, and piftols, one againft an- 
* other; we fay, thefe are of the world, and have their foundation 
‘ from this unrighteous world, from the- foundation of which the 
« Lamb hath been flain: which Lamb hath redeemed ‘us from this 
‘ unrighteous world; we are not of it, but are heirs of a world of 
* which there is no end, a kingdom where no corruptible thing en- 
‘ ters. Our weapons are fpiritual, not carnal, yet mighty through 
* God to the pulling down of the ftrong holds of fin and Satan, who 
‘ is the author of wars, fighting, murder, and plots. Our {words 
§ are broken into plough-{fhares, and {pears into pruning-hooks, as 
« prophefied of in Micah iv. Therefore we cannot learn war any 
‘ more, neither rife up again{ft nation or kingdom with outward 
* weapons, though you have numbered us amongft the tranfgreflors 
‘ and plotters. The Lord knows our innocency herein, and will 
* plead our caufe with all people upon earth at the day of their 
« judgment, when all men fhall have a reward according to their 
-£ works. ) 

‘ Therefore in love we warn you for your fouls good, not to wrong 
‘ the innocent, nor the babes of Chrift, which he. hath in his hand, 
« and tenders as the apple of his eye ; neither feek to deftroy the he- 
‘ ritage of God, nor turn your {words backward upon fuch as the 
« law was not made for, i. e. the righteous ; but for the finners and 
‘ tranfgreffors, to keep them down. For thofe are not peace- 
makers nor lovers of enemies, neither can they oyercome evil rap 
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1660. ~« good, who wrong them that are friends to you and all men, arid 


London, 


‘ wifh your good and the good of all people upon earth. Ifyou op- 
‘ prefs us as they did the children of Hrael in Egypt, if you opprefs 
« us as they did when Chrift was born, and as they did the Chrifti~ 
« ans in the primitive times, we can fay, ‘‘ The Lord forgive you ;”_ 
© leave the Lord to deal with you, and not revenge ourfelves. If 
‘ you fay, as the council faid to Peter and John, “* You muft {peak 
<‘ no more in that name;” and if you ferve us as they ferved the 
‘ three children fpoken of in Daniel, God is the fame as he ever was, 
‘ that lives for ever and ever, who hath the innocent in his arms. 
© Oh! friends! offend not the Lord and his little ones, neither’ 
afflict his people ; but confider and be moderate. Run not haftily 
into things, but mind and confider mercy, juftice, and judgment ; 
that is the way for you to profper and get the favour of the Lord. 
Our meetings were {topped and broken up in the days of Oliver, 
under pretence of plotting againft him ; in the days of the Com- 
mittee of Safety we were looked upon as plotters to bring in kin 
Charles ; and now our peaceable meetings are termed feditious. Oh! 
that men fhould lofe their reafon, and go contrary to their own 
con{fciences ; knowing that we have fuffered all things, and have 
been accounted plotters all along, though we have always declared 
againft them both by word of mouth and printing, and are clear 
from any fuch thing! Though we have fuffered all along, be- 
caufe we would not take up carnal weapons to fight againit any, 
¢ and are thus made a prey upon becaufe we are the innocent lambs 
« of Chrift, and cannot avenge ourfelves ! Thefe things are left upon 
* your hearts to confider ; for we are out of all thofe things in the 
‘ patience of the faints, and we know, as Chrift faid, ‘* He that 
“<-takes the fword fhall perifh with the fword,” Matth. xxvi. 52, 
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‘« This is given forth from the people called Quakers, to fatisfy the 
*« king and his council, and all that have any jealoufy con~ 
** cerning. us, that all occafion of {ufpicion may be taken 
“¢ away, and our innocency cleared.” o5 


DOs pos Cele 


‘ Though we are numbered amongft tranfgreffors, and have been 

‘ given up to rude, mercilefs men, by whom our meetings are broken 
‘ up, in which we edified one another in our holy faith, and prayed 
‘ together to the Lord that lives for ever, yet he is our pleader in 
‘ this day. The Lord faith, «* They that feared his name fpoke 
“ often together,” as in Malachi; which were as his jewels. For 
‘ this caufe, and no evil doing, are we caft into holes, dungeons, 
*‘ houfes of correction, prifons ({paring neither old nor young, men’ 
‘ nor women) and made a prey of in the fight of all nations, under 
‘ pretence of being feditious, &c. fo that all rude people run upon 
‘ us to take pofieffion; for which we fay, The Lord forgive them 
‘ that have thus done to us; who doth and will enable us to fuffer; 
‘ and never fhall we lift up hand againft any man that doth thus ufe 
US ; 
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us; but that the Lord may have mercy upon them, that they may, 1660. 


confider what they have done. For how is it poffible for them to 


tions have founded us abroad as feditious or plotters, who were ne- 
ver plotters againft any power or man upon the earth, fince we 
knew the life and power of Jefus Chrift manifefted in us, who 
« hath’redeemed us from the world and all works of darknefs, and 
‘ plotters therein, by which we know the election before the world 
‘ began. So we fay, The Lord have mercy upon our enemies, and 


€ 
a 
* requite us for the wrong they have done tous? Who to all na- 
é 
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€ 


* forgive them for what they have done unto us. 


‘ Oh! do as you would be done by ; do unto all men as you would 
‘« have them do unto you ; for this is the law and the prophets. 

« All plots, infurrections, and riotous meetings, we deny, know- 
‘ ing them to be of the devil, the murderer ; which we in Chrift, 
‘ who was before they were, triumph over. And all wars and 
‘ fightings with carnal weapons we deny, who have the {word of 
* the Spirit ; and all that wrong us, we leave to the Lord. This is 
* to clear our innocency from that afperfion caft upon us, “ That 
“¢ weare feditious or plotters.” . 


Added in the reprinting. 


« Courteous reader, 
$ ot OB IS was our teftimony above twenty years ago, and fince then 
‘ we have not been found acting contrary to it, nor ever fhall ; 
* for the truth that is our guide is unchangeable. This is now re- 


© printed to the men of this age, many of whom were then children, 


‘ and doth ftand as our certain teftimony againft all plotting and 
© fighting with carnal weapons. And if any, by departing from the 
‘ truth, fhould do fo, this is our teftimony in the truth againft them, 
* and will ftand over them, and the truth will be clear of them.’ 


This Declaration did fomewhat clear the dark air that was over 
the city and country ; and foon after the king gave forth a procla- 
mation, ‘ That no foldiers fhould fearch any houfe without a con- 
‘ ftable.’ But the gaols were ftill full, many thoufands of friends 


being in prifon; which mifchief was occafioned by the wicked rifing 
of thofe Fifth-monarchy-men. But when thofe of them that were 


taken came to be executed, they did usthe juftice to clear us openly from 
having any hand in or knowledge of their plot. After that the king, 
being continually importuned thereunto, iffued forth a Declaration, 


“ That friends fhould be fet at liberty without paying fees.” But 


great labour, travail, and pains were taken before this was obtained ; 
for Thomas Moor and Margaret Fell went often to the king about 
it. 
Much blood was fhed this year, many of the old king’s judges 

being hanged, drawn, and quartered. Amongft thofe that fuffered 
colonel Hacker was one, who fent me prifoner from Leicefter to 
London in Oliver’s time. A fad day it was, and a repaying of blood 
with blood. For in the time of O. Cromwell, when feveral were 
hanged, drawn,‘and quartered for pretended treafons, I felt from the 
ps. Lord 
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Lord God that their blood would not be. put up, but would be re~ 
quired, and I faid as much then to feveral, and now alfo upon the - 


King’s return, when feveral that had been againit the king were put 
to death, as the others that were for the king had been before by 
Oliver. This was fad work, deftroying people contrary to the na~ _ 


ture of Chriftians, who have the nature of lambs and fheep. But 
there was a fecret hand in bringing this day upon that hypocritical 


speneranan. of profeffors, who being got into power grew proud, 


aughty, and cruel beyond others, and perfecuted the people of God 
without pity. Therefore when friends were under cruel perfecutions 
and fufferings in the common-wealth’s time, I was moved of the 
Lord to write unto them, to draw up their fufferings, and lay them 
before the juftices at their feffions; and if they would not do them 
juftice, then to lay them before the judges at the affize; and if they 


tefufed them juftice, to lay it before the parliament, and before the 


protector and his council, that they might all fee what was done un- 
der their government ; and if they would not do juftice, then to lay 
it before the Lord, who would hear the cries of the oppreffed, the 
widows, and fatherlefs, whom they had made fo. _ For that which 
we fuffered for, and which our goods were fpoiled for, was our 
obedience to the Lord in his Power and in his Spirit, who is able to 
help and fuccour, and we had no helper in the.earth but him. And 
he heard the cries of his people, and brought an overflowing 
fcourge over the heads of all ‘our’ perfecutors, which brought a 
quaking, adread, and a fear amongft and on them all; fo that thofe 
who had nick-named us (who are the children of light) and in {corn 
called us Quakers, the Lord made to quake, and many of them 
would have been glad. to have hid themfelves amongft us ; ‘and fome 
of them, through the diftrefs that came upon them, did at length 
confefs to the truth. Oh! the daily reproaches, revilings, and beat= 
ings we underwent amongift them, even in the highways, becaufe we 
could not put off our hats to them, and for faying Thou and Thee 
to them! Oh! the havock and fpoil the priefts made of our goods, 
becaufe we could not put into their mouths and give them tithes’! 
Befides cafting into prifons, and befides the great fines laid upon us 
becaufe we could not fwear,! But for all thefe things did the Lord 
God plead with them. Yet fome of them were fo hardened in their 
wickednefs, that when they were turned out of their places and 
offices, they faid, ‘ If they had power they would do the fame 
‘ again.” And when this day of overturning was come upon them, 
they faid, * It was all along of us.’ Wherefore I was moved to write 
to them, and to afk, « Did we ever refift them when they took away - 
* our ploughs and plough-gears, our carts and horfgs, our corn and 
‘ cattle, our kettles and platters from us, and whipped us, and fet 
‘us in the ftocks, and caft us into prifon, and all this only for 
‘ ferving and worfhipping God in {pirit and truth, and becaufe we’ 
* could not conform to their religions, manners, cuftoms, and 
* fathions? Did we ever refift them?’ Did we not give them our 
‘ backs to beat, our cheeks ta pull off the hair, and our faces to {pit 
‘on? Had not their priefts, shat prompted them on to fuch work, 
* plucked them with themfelves into the ditch? Why then would 
ted _ A they 
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* they fay, «* It wasall along of us?” when it was owing to them-_ 1660. 
* felves and their priefts, their blind prophets, that followed their pardon. 
‘ own fpirits, and could forefee nothing of thefe times and things 
* that are come upon them, which we had long forewarned them | 

* of; as Jeremiah and Chrift had forewarned Jerufalem. They 

* thought to have: wearied us out and undone us; but they un- 

* did themfelves. Whereas we could praife God, notwithftanding 

* all their plundering of us, that we had a kettle, a platter, an 

* horfe, and plough ftill.’ - 

_ Many ways were thefe profeflors warned, by word, by writing, 
‘and by figns ; but they would believe none till it was too late. 
William Sympfon was moved of the Lord to go at feveral times for 

three years naked and bare-footed before them, as a fign to them, 

in markets, courts, towns, cities, to priefts houfes, and to great 
men’s houfes; telling them, ‘‘ So fhould they be ftripped-naked 

<< as he was ftripped naked !” And fometimes he was moved to put 

on hair-fackcloth, and to befmear his face, and to tell them, “* So 

«* would the Lord God befmear all their religion as he was be+ 

*« fmeared.” Great fufferings did that poor man undergo, fore 
whippings with horfe-whips and coach-whips on his bare body, 
grievous {toning and imprifonments in three years time, before the 

king came in, that they might have taken warning ; but they would 

not, and rewarded his love with cruel ufage. Only the mayor of 
Cambridge did nobly to him, for he put his gown about him, and 

took him into his houfe. 

Another friend, Robert Huntingdon, was moved of the Lord to 
go into Carlifle fteeple-houfe with a white fheet about him, amongft 
the great Prefbyterians and Independents there, to fhew them that 
the furplice was coming up again; and he put an halter about his 
neck to fhew them that an halter was coming upon them; which was 
fulfilled upon fome of our perfecutors not long after. 

. Another, Richard Sale, living near Weftchefter, being conftable 
of the place where he lived, had a friend. fent to him with a pafs 
(whom thofe wicked profeffors had taken up for a vagabond, becaufe 
he travelled up and down in the work of the miniftry) and this con+ 
ftable, being convinced by the friend thus brought to him, gave him 
his pafs and liberty, and was afterwards himfelf caft into prifon. 
After this, on a lecture-day, Richard Sale was moved to go to the 
fteeple-houfe in the time of their worfhip, and to carty thofe perfe- 
cuting priefts and people a lanthorn and candle, as a figure of their 
darknefs ; but they cruelly abufed him, and like dark profeffors as 
they were put him into their prifon called Little Eafe, and fo {queezed 
his body therein that not long after he died: Many warnings of 
divers forts were friends moved in the power of the Lord to give unto 
that generation; which they not only rejected, but abufed friends, 
calling us giddy-headed Quakers; but God bretight his judgments — 
upon thofe perfecuting priefts and magiftrates. For when the king 
came in, moft of them were turned out of their places and bene- 
fices, the fpoilers were fpoiled ; and then we could afk them, Who 
were the giddy-heads now? Then many confeffed we had been 
true prophets to the nation, and faid; Had we cried againft fome 
5 priefts 
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was dead in prifon at Rome : it was {ufpected he was privately oi to 
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priefts only they fhould have liked us then; but we crying againft 
all, that made them diflike us. But now they faw that thofe priefts, 
then looked upon to be the beft, were as badas the reft. For indeed 


fome of thofe that were counted the moft eminent priefts were the bit+ 


tereft and greateft ftirrers up of the magiftrates to perfecution, and it 
was a judgment upon them to be denied the free liberty of their con= 
{ciences when the king came in, becaufe when they were upper- 
moft they would not have liberty of confcience granted to others. 


One Hewes, of Plymouth, a prieft of great note in Oliver's days, | 


when fome liberty was granted, prayed, ‘ That God would put it 
« into the hearts of the chief magiftrates of the nation to remove this 
‘ curfed Toleration.’ Others of them prayed againft it by the name 
of Intolerable Toleration. But a while after, when the king was 
come in, and prieft Hewes turned out of his great benefice for not 
conforming to the Common Prayer, a friend from Plymouth meet- 


ing with him, afked him, ‘ Whether he would account Toleration 


‘ accurfed now? And whether he would not now be glad of a 
‘ Toleration ?? To which the prieft returned no anfwer, fave by 
the fhaking of his head. But as ftiff as this fort of men were then 
againft Toleration, it is well known many of them petitioned the 
king for Toleration and for meeting-places, and paid for licences too. 
But to return to the prefent time, the latter end of the year 166 
and the beginning of 1661. 
Although thofe friends, who had been imprifoned upon the rifing 
of thofe Monarchy-men, were fet at liberty, yet meetings were 
much ‘difturbed, and great fufferings friends underwent; for befides 
what was done by officers and foldiers, many wild fellows and rude 
people often came in. There came one time, when I was at Pall- 
mall, an ambaflador with a company of Irifhmen with rude fellows: 
the meeting was over before they came, and I was gone up into a 
chamber, where I heard one of them fay, he would *¢ kill all the 
‘ Quakers.’ I went down to him, and was moved in the power of 
the Lord to fpeak to him. I told him, the law faid, « Aneye for an 
* eye, anda tooth for a tooth;” but thou threateneft to ¢ kill all the 
‘ Quakers, though they have done thee no hurt.’ But, faid I, 
here is gofpel for thee: ‘ Here’s my hair, here’s my cheek, here’s 
‘ my fhoulder,’ turning it tohim. «This came fo over him, that he 
and his companions ftood as men amazed, and faid, If that was our 


principle, and if we were as we faid, they never faw the like in 


their lives. I told them, What I was in words, I was the fame in 
life. ‘Then the ambaffador, who had ftood without, came in; for he 
faid, that Irifh colonel was fuch a defperate man, he durft not come. 
in with him for fear he fhould have done us fome mifchief; but truth 
came over him, and he carried himfelf lovingly towards us, as alfo 
did the ambaflador,; for the Lord’s power was over them all. . 
At Mile-end fridls were kept out of their meeting-place by fol- 
diers; but friends: ftood nobly in the truth, valiant for the Lord’s 
name, and at laft the truth gave them dominion. 
. About this time we had an account that John Love, a friend that 
was moved to go and bear teftimony againft the idolatry of the Papifts, 


eath. 
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death. John Perrot was alfo prifoner there, and being releafed’ 1660. 
came over again; but after his arrival here, he, with Charles Baily: 5 din: 
' and fome others, turned afide from the unity of friends and truth. 
Whereupon I was moved to give forth a paper, declaring how the 
Lord would blaft him and his followers, if they did not repent and 
return, and that they fhould wither like the grafs on the houfe-top ; 
which many of them did: but others repented and returned. 
Alfo before this time we received account from New-England, 
That the government there had made a law to banifh the Quakers 
out of their colonies, upon pain of death in cafe they returned ; 
that feveral of our friends, having been {fo banifhed and returning, 
were thereupon taken and actually hanged, and that divers more 
were in prifon, in danger of the like fentence to be executed upon 
them.’ When thofe were put to death, I was in prifon at Lan- 
cafter, and had a perfect fenfe of their fufferings as though it had 
been myfelf, and as though the halter had been put about my own 
neck, though we had not at thattime heard of it. But as foon as 
we heard of it, Edward Burrough went to the king, and told him, 
« There was a vein ef innocent blood opened in his dominions, which 
‘ if it were not flopped would over-run all.’ To which the king re- 
plied, « But I will ftop that vein.” Edward Burrough faid, * Then 
« do it fpeedily, for we know net how many may foon be put to 
© death.’ The king anfwered, ‘ As fpeedily as ye will. Call (faid 
‘he to fome prefent) the fecretary, and I will do it prefently.’ The 
fecretary being called; a mandamus was forthwith granted. A day or 
two after, Edward Burrough going again to the king to defire the 
matter might be expedited, the king faid, He had no occafion at 
prefent to fend a fhip thither, but if we would fend one we might 
do it as foon as we would.. Edward then afked the king, Ifit would 
pleafe him to grant his deputation to one called a Quaker to carry the 
‘mandamus to New-England? He faid, ‘ Yes, to whom ye will.’ 
Whereupon E. B. named Samuel Shattock, who being an inhabitant 
of New-England was banifhed by their law, to be hangedif he + 
came again, and to him the deputation was granted: ‘Then he fent 
for Ralph Goldfmith, an honeft friend, who was mafter of a good 
fhip, and agreed with him for three hundred pounds (goods or no 
goods) to fail in ten days. He forthwith prepared to fet fail, and 
with a profperous gale, in about fix weeks time, arrived before the town 
of Boflon in New-England, upon a firft-day morning. With him 
went many paffengers, both of New and Old England, friends, 
whom the Lord moved to go to bear their teftimony againf{t thofe 
bloody perfecutors, who had exceeded all the world in that age in 
their bloody perfecutions.. The townfmen at Bofton, feeing a fhip 
come into the bay with Englith colours, een on board and 
afked for the captain. Ralph Goldfmith told , He was the com- 
mander. They afked him, If he had-any letters? He faid, Yes. 
They afked, If he would deliver them? He faid, ‘ No, not to-day.’ 
So they went afhore, and reported, There was a thip full of Quakers, 
and that Samuel Shattock was among them, who they knew was by 
their law.to be put to death for coming again after banifhment ; but 
_they knew not his errand nor his authority. So all being kept clofe 
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that day, and none of the fhip’s company fuffered to go on fhore ; 
next morning Samuel Shattock, the king’s deputy, and Ralph Gold- 
fmith, went on. fhore, and fending back to the fhip the men that 
landed them, they two went through the town to the governor's, John 
Endicott’s door, and knocked. He fent out a man to know their bu- — 
finefs. ‘Theyfenthim word their bufinefs was from the king of England, 
and they would deliver their meffage to none but the governor him- 
felf. Thereupon they were admitted in, and the governor came to 
them ; and having received the deputation and the mandamus, he put 
off his hat and looked upon them. ‘Then going out, he bid the 
friends follow him. He went to the deputy-governor, and after a 
fhort confultation came out to the friends, and faid, ‘ We fhall obey 
‘ his majefty’s commands.’ After this the mafter gave liberty to 
the paffengers to come on fhore, and prefently the noife of the bu- 
finefs flew about the town ; and the friends of the town and the paf- 
fengers of the {hip met together to offer up their praifes and thank{- 
givings to God, who had fo wonderfully delivered them from the 
teeth of the devourer. While they were thus met, in came a poor 
friend, who, being fentenced by their bloody law-to die, had lain 
fome time in irons expecting execution. This added to their joy, 
and caufed them to lift up their hearts in high praifes to God, who 
is worthy for ever to have the praife, the glory, and the honour; 
for he only is able to deliver, to fave, and fupport all that fincerely 


put their truft in him. Here follows a copy of the mandamus. 


‘CHARLES R. 


: 4 ie gts and well-beloved, We greet you well. Having 
7 been informed, that feveral of our fubjeéts amongit you, 
¢ called Quakers, have been and are imprifoned by you, whereof 
‘ fome have been executed, and others (as hath been reprefented 
« unto us) are in danger to undergo the like, we have thought fit to 
fignify our pleafure in that behalf for the future ; and do hereby 
require, that if there be any of thofe people called Quakers amongift 
you, now already. condemned to fuffer death or other corporal 
punifhment, or that are imprifoned and obnoxious to the like con- 
demnation, you are to forbear to proceed any further therein; but 
that you forthwith fend the faid perfons (whether condemned or — 
imprifoned) over into this our kingdom of England, together with 
the refpective crimes or offences laid to their charge, to the end 
fuch courfe may be taken with them here as {hall be agreeable to 
our laws and their demerits. And for fo doing, thefe our letters 
‘fhall be your fufficient warrant and difcharge. Given af our court 
at Whitehall, Mewes day of September, 1661, inthe 13th year of 


"our reign.’ 
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Subfcribed : ¢ To our trufty and well-beloved John Endicott, 
‘ efquire, and to all and every’ other the governor or gover- 

‘ nors of our plantations of New-England, and of all the co- 

~* lonies thereunto belonging, that now are or hereaftér thall, 

‘ be, and to-all and every the minifters and officers of our - 

3 * plantations 
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. plantations and colonies whatfoever within the continent 1661. 
aed 


* of New-England. 


« By his majefty’s command, 
§ William Morris.’ 


Some time after this feveral New-England magiftrates came over, 
with one of their priefts. We had feveral difcourfes with them con- 
cerning their murdering our friends, the fervants of the Lord; but 
they were afhamed to ftand to their bloody actions. At one of thofe 
meetings I afked Simon Broadftreet, one of the New-England ma- 
giftrates, Whether he had not an hand in putting to death thofe four 


London. 


fervants of God, whom they hanged for being Quakers only, as they 


chad nick-named them? ‘He confeffed, He had. I then afked him, 


and the reft of his affociates then prefent, Whether they would ac- 
knowledge themfelves to be fubjects to the laws of England? .And 
if they did, by what law they had put our friends to death? They 
faid, They were fubjeéts to the laws of England, and they had put 
our friends to death by the fame law as the Jefuits were put to death 
here in England. I afked them then, Whether they did believe 


thofe friends of ours, whom they had put to death, were Jefuits or: 


jefuitically affected? They faid, Nay: Then, faid I, ye have 
murdered them, if ye have put them to death by the law that 
Jefuits are put to death here in England, and yet confefs they were 


no Jefuits. By this it plainly appears ye have put them to death in 
“your own wills, without any law. Then Simon Broadftreet, find- 


ing himfelf and his company enfnared by their own words, {aid, 
Did we come to catch them? JI told them, they had catched them- 
felyes, and they might juftly be queftioned for their lives ; and if the 
father of William Robinfon (who was one of thofe that were put to 
death) was in town, it was probable he would queftion them, and 
bring their lives into jeopardy. Hereupon they began to excufe 
themfelves, faying, ‘ There was no perfecution now amongft them 3’ 
but next morning we had letters from New-England; giving us ac- 
count that our friends were perfecuted there afreth. Thereupon we 
went to them again, and. fhewed them our letters, which put them 


both to filence and to fhame. In great fear they feemed to be, left 


fome fhould call them to account and profecute them for their lives, 
efpecially Simon Broadftreet; for he had at firft before fo many 
witnefles confefled, < He hada hand in putting our friends to death,’ 
that he could not get from it ; though he afterwards through fear 


- fhuffled, and would have unfaid it again. After this he and the reft 
- foon left the city, and got back to New-England again. I went alfo 
to governor Winthorp, and difcourfed with him about thefe matters ; 


but he affured me, ‘ He had no hand in putting @ur friends to death, 
* or in any way perfecuting of them, but-was one of them that pro- 
© tefted againft it.’ Thefe ftingy perfecutors of New-England were 
a people that fled out of Old-England thither from the perfecution 
of the bifhops here ; but when they had got power into their hands, 


they fo far exceeded the bifhops in feverity and cruelty, that whereas 


the bifhops had made them pay twelve pence a Sunday (fo called) for 
not 
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not coming to'their worfhip here, they impofed a fine of five fhillings 


-a day upon fuch as fhould not conform to their will-worfhip there, 


and fpoiled the goods of friends ‘that could not 'pay it. Befides, 
many they imprifoned, divers they whipped, and that moft cruelly; 
they cut the ears off fome, and fome they hanged : as the books of 
friends fufferings in New-England largely fhew, particularly one 
written by George Bithop of Briftol, intituled, New-England judged: 
(in two parts). Some of the old Royalifts were earneft with friends 
to have profecuted them; but we told them, we left them to the 
Lord, to whom vengeance belonged, and he would repay it. And 


the judgments of God have fince fallen heavy on them; forthe In= 


dians have been raifed up againft them, and have cut off many of 
them. . 


About this time I loft a very good book, being taken in the. 


prtinter’s hands: it was a ufeful, teaching book, containing the fig- 
nification and\explanation of Names, Parables, Types, and Figures 
in the {criptures. ‘Thofe who took it were fo affected. therewith 
that they were loth to deftroy it; but thinking to have made a great 
advantage of it, they would have let us had it again, if we would 
have given them a great {um of money for it; which we were not 


‘free to do. 


Before this, while I was prifoner‘in Lancafter caftle, the book 
called the Battledore came forth, which was written to fhew that in 
all languages Thou and Thee is the proper and ufual form of fpeech 
to a fingle perfon, and You to more than one. This was fet forth 
in examples or inftances taken out of the fcriptures, and out of books 


of inftruction in about thirty languages. John Stubbs and Benjamin’ 


Furly took great pains in compiling it, which I put them upon; and 
fome things I added to it. When it was finifhed, fome of them 
were prefented to the king and his council, to the bifhops of Can- 
terbury and London, and to the two univerfities one apiece; and 
many bought of them. The king faid, * It was the proper lan- 


« guage of all nations.’ The bifhop of Canterbury, being afked what 


he thought of it, was fo at a ftand that he could not tell what to fay 
to it. For it did fo inform and convince people, that few afterwards 
were fo rugged towards us for faying Thou and Thee toa fingle per- 
fon, which before they were exceeding. fierce againft us for. For 
Thou and Thee was a fore cut to proud fleth, and them that fought 
felf-honour ; who, though they would fay it to God and Chrift, 
would not endure to have it faid to themfelves. So that we were 
often beat and abufed, and fometimes in danger of our lives for 


ufing thofe words to fome proud men, who would fay, « What! you © 
« ill-bred clown, do you Thou me!’ as though there lay chriftian, 
breeding in ying on to one, which is contrary to their grammars. 


and teaching books, by which they inftructed their youth. 

- Now the bifhops and priefts being bufy and eager to {et up their 
form of worfhip and compel all to come to it, I was moved to give 
forth the following paper, to open the nature of the true worfhip 
which Chrift fet up, and which God accepts ; thus: nits 
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: HRIST’s worfhip is free in the Spirit to all men; and fuch 28 ponaon, - 
‘ worfhip in the Spirit and in the truth are thofe that God feeks . 
* to worfhip him; for he is the God of truth, and is a Spirit, and 
« the God of the fpirits of all flefh. . He hath given to all nations 
‘ of men and women breath and life, to live, move, and have their 
‘ being in him, and hath put into them animmortal foul. So all 
* nations of men and women are to be temples for him to dwell in; 
‘ and they that defile his temple will he deftroy. Now as the out- 
‘ ward Jews, while they had their outward temple at Jerufalem, 
‘ were to go thither to worfhip (which temple God hath long fince 
‘ thrown down, and deftroyed that Jerufalem, the vifion of ' peace, 
« and caft off the Jews and their worfhip, and in the room thereof 
‘ hath fet up his gofpel-worfhip in the Spirit and in the truth) fo 
© now all are to worfhip in the Spirit and in the truth. This is a 
* free worfhip; for where the Spirit of the Lord is and ruleth, there 
‘ is liberty ; the fruits of the Spirit are feen, and will manifeft 
‘ themielves ; and the Spirit is not to be limited, but to be lived 
‘ and walked in, that the fruits of it may appear. -The tares are 
‘ fuch as hang upon the wheat, and thereby draw it down to the 
‘ earth ; yet the tares and the wheat mutt grow together till the har- 
« veft, left they that take upon them to pluck up the tares fhould 
« pluck up-the wheat with the tares. The tares are fuch as worfhip 
«not God in the Spirit and in the truth, but grieve the Spirit, vex, 
* and quench it in themfelves, and walk not in the truth; yet will 
* hang about the wheat, the true worfhippers in the Spirit and in the 
* truth.  Chrift’s church was never eftablifhed by blood, nor held 
‘ up by prifons; neither was the foundation of it laid by carnal armed 
‘ men, nor is it preferved by fuch. When men went from the 
* Spirit and truth, they took up carnal weapons to maintain their 
* outward forms, and yet cannot preferve them with their carnal 
‘ weapons; for one plucketh down another’s form with his outward 
‘ weapons. And this work hath been among the Chriftians in name 
« fince they loft the Spirit, and {piritual weapons, and the true wor- 
‘ fhip which Chrift fet up, that is in the Spirit and in the truth ; 
* which Spirit and truth they that worfhip in are over all the tares. 
* All that would be plucking up the tares are forbidden by Chrift, 
‘ who hath all power in heaven and earth given to him; for the 
© tares and the wheat muft grow together till the harveft, as Chrift 
¢ hath commanded. The itone that {mote the image became a 
* great mountain, and filled the whole earth : now if the ftone do 
« fill the whole earth, all nations muft be temples for the ftone. All 
« that fay they travail for the feed, and yet bring forth nothing buta 
© birth of ftrife, contention, and confufion, their fruit fhews their 
* travail to be wrong; for by the fruit the end of every one’s work 
« is feen of what fort it is.’ wil 
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About this time many Papifts and Jefuits began to fawn upon 
friends, and talked up and down where they came, that of all the 
fects the Quakers were the beft and moft felf-denying people ; and 
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1661. faid, ¢ It was great pity that they did not return to the holy mother 


Londen. 


‘ church.”. Thus they made a buz among the people, and faid, 
¢ They would willingly difcourfe with friends.’ But friends were 
loth to meddle with them, becaufe they were Jefuits, looking upon 


‘it to be both dangerous and fcandalous. But when I underftood it, I 


faid to friends, < Let us difcourfe with them, be they’ what they 
¢ will.’ So atime being appointed at Gerrard Roberts’s, there came 
two of them like courtiers. They afked out names, which we told 
them; but we did not afk their names, for we underftood they were 
called Papifts, and they knew we were called Quakers. I afked 
them the fame queftion that I had formerly afked a Jefuit, namely, 
« Whether the church of Rome was not degenerated from the 
« church in the primitive times, from the Spirit, power, and prac-_ 
* tice that they were in in the apoftles times?’ He to whom I put 
this queftion, being fubtle, faid, * He would not anfwer it.’ I afked 
him, Why? But he would fhew noreafon. His companion faid, 
he would anfwer me; and faid, ‘ They were not degenerated from 
* the church in the primitive times.’ I afked the other, ‘ Whether 
‘ he was of the fame mind?’ He faid, Yes. Then I replied, for 
the better underftanding one another, and that there might be no 
miftake, I would repeat my queftion over again after this manner ; 
¢ Whether the church of Rome now was in the fame purity, prac- 
“tice, power, and Spirit, that the church in the apoftles time was 
‘in? When they faw we would be exact with them, they 
flew off, and denied that, faying, *‘ It was prefumption in any to 
« fay they had the fame power and Spirit which the apoftles had.’ 
I told them, It was prefumption in them to meddle with the words of 
Chrift and his apoftles, and make people believe they fucceeded 
the apoftles, yet be forced to confefs, ‘ They were not in the fame 
‘ power and Spirit that the apoftles were in :’ This, faid I, is a fpirit 
of prefumption, and rebuked by the apoftles Spirit. I thewed them 
how different their fruits and practices were ftom the fruits and 
practices of the apoftles. Then got up one of them, and faid, 
« Ye are a company of dreamers.’ Nay, faid I, ye are the filthy . 
dreamers, who dream ye are the apoftles fucceffors, and yet confefs, 


-* Ye have not the fame power and Spirit which the apoftles were 


‘in.’ And are not th 
* fumption for any t 


ey defilers of the flefh, who fay, * It is pre- 
o fay, they have the fame power and Spirit 
« which the apoftles had ?? Now, faid I, if ye have hot the fame 
power and Spirit which the apoftles had, then it is manifeft that ye 
are led by another power and fpirit than the apoftles and church in 
the primitive times were led by. Then I began to tell them how 
that evil {pirit, which they were led by, had led them to pray by 
beads and to images, and to fet up nunneries, frieties, and mo- 
nafteries, and to put people to death for religion ; which praGice I 
fhewed them was below the law, and far fhort of the gofpel, in 
which is liberty. They were foon weary of this difcourfe, and went 
their way, and gave a charge, as we heard, to the Papifts, ¢ That 
* they fhould not difpute with us, nor read any of our books.’ » So 
we were rid of them ; but we had réafonings with all the other feéts, 
Prefbyterians, Independents, Seekers, Baptifts, Epifcopal-men, So- 


cinians, 
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cinians, Brownifts, Lutherans, Calvinifts, Atminians, Fifth-monarchy= © 166+. 
men, Familifts, ‘Muggeletonians, and Ranters ; none of which would oa: 
affirm they had the fame power and Spirit that the apoftles had and 
were in; fo in that .power and Spirit the Lord gave us dominion 
ever them all. 

As for the Fifth-monarchy-men I was moved to give forth a paper, 
to manifeft their error to them; for they looked for Chrift’s perfonal 
coming in an outward form and manner, and fixed the time to the 
year 1666; at which time fome of them prepared themfelves when 
it thundered and rained, thinking Chrift was then come to fet up 
his kingdom, and they imagined they were to kill the whore with- 
out them. But I told them the whore was alive in them, and was 
not burned with God’s fire, nor judged in them with the fame power 
and Spitit the apoftles were in. And their looking for Chrift’s 
coming outwardly to fet up his kingdom, was like the Pharifees 
‘ Lo here,’ and « Lo there.’ But Chrift was come, and had fet up 
his kingdom above fixteen hundred years ago (according to Nebu- 
chadnezzar’s dream and Daniel’s prophecy) and he had dafhed to 
pieces the four monarchies, the great image, with its head of gold, 
breaft and atms of filver, belly and thighs of brafs, legs of iron, 
and feet part of iron part of clay; and they were all blown away 
with God’s wind, as the chaff in the fummer threfhing-floor. And 
when Chrift was on earth, he faid, His kingdom was not of this 
world: if it had, his fervants would have fought; but it was not, 
therefore his fervants did not fight. Therefore all the Fifth- 
monarchy-men, that are fighters with carnal weapons, are none of 
Chrift’s fervants, but the beaft’s and-the whore’s. Chrift faid, « All 
‘ power in heaven and in earth is given to me ;’ fo then his kingdom 
was fet up above fixteen hundred years ago, and he reigns. And we 
fee Jefus Chrift reign, faid the apoftle, and he fhall reign tillall things — 
be put under his feet ; though all things are not yet put under his feet, 
nor fubdued. 

This year feveral friends were moved to go beyond fea, to pub- 
lifh truth in foreign countries. John Stubbs, Henry Fell, and Ri- 
chard Coftrop were tnoved to go towards China and Prefter John’s 
country; but no mafters of fhips would carry them. With much 
ado they got a watrant from the king; | Za{t-India company 
found ways to avoid it, and the mafters of their thips would not 
earry them. Then they went into Holland, hoping to have got paf- 
fage there ; but no paflage could they get there neither. Then John 
Stubbs and Henry Fell took fhipping for Alexandria in Egypt, in- 
tending to go by the caravans from thence. Mean while Daniel 
Baker being to go to Smyrna, drew Richard Coftrop, contrary 
to his own freedoin, along with them ; and in the paflage, Richard 
falling fick, D. Baker left him fick in the fhip ; where he died: 
but that hard-hearted man afterwards loft his own condition. 

John Stubbs and Henry Fell got to Alexandria ; but they had not 
been long there before the Englith conful banifhed them from thence ; 
yet before they came away, they difperfed many books and papers for 
the opening the principles and way of truth to the Turks and Gre- 

cians. They gave the book called, ‘ The Pope’s ftrength broken,’ 
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to an old frier, for him to give or fend to the pope; which book, 
when the frier had perufed, he clapped his hand upon his breatt,. 


and confeffled, « What was written therein was truth; but,’ faidhe,  - 
« if I fhould confefs it openly, they would burn me.’ . John Stubbs . 


and Henry Fell, not being fuffered to go farther, returned to Eng- 
land, and came to Londonagain. John had a vifion that the Englith 


and Dutch, who had joined together not to carry them, ‘ would fall. 


« out one with the other.’ And fo it came to pafs. 

Having ftaid in London fome time, I felt drawings to vifit friends 
in Effex. I went to Colchefter, where I had very large meetings, 
and from thence to Coggefhall ; not far from which there-was a prieit 
convinced, and I had a meeting at his houfe. . So travelling a little 
in thofe parts, vifiting friends in their meetings, I returned pretty 
quickly to London, where I found great fervice for the Lord ; for a 
large door was opened, many flocked in to our meetings, and. the 
Lord’s truth fpread mightily this year. Yet friends had great travail 
and fore labour, the rude people having been fo heightened by the 
Monarchy-men’s rifing a little before. But the Lord’s power was 
over all, and in it friends had dominion; though we had not only 
thofe fufferings without, but fufferings within alfo, by John Perrot 
and his company; who giving heed to a fpirit of delufion, fought to 
introduce among friends that evil and uncomely practice of ‘ keeping 
‘on the hat in the time of publick prayers.’ Friends had f{poken to 
him and divers of his followers about it, and I had written to them 
concerning it; but he and fome others rather ftrengthened them- 
felves againft us. Wherefore feeling the judgment of truth rife 
againft it, I gave forth the following lines, as a warning to all con- 
cerned therein. . 


f A tlosonznn is tainted with this fpirit of John Perrot, it will 
< perifh. Mark theirs and his end, that are turned into thofe 
‘ outward things and janglings about them, and that which is not 
* favoury ; all which is for perpetual judgment, and is to be fwept and 
* cleanfed out of the camp of God’s elect. This is to that fpirit 
* that is gone into jangling about that which is below (the rotten 
‘ principle of the old Ranters) gone from the invifible power of 
‘ God, in which, issthie,everlafting fellowfhip; fo many are become 


like the corny on fe-top, and like the untimely figs, who 
now clamour and k againit them that are in the power of 
God. Oh! confider! the light and power of God goes over you 
all, and leaves you in the fretting nature, out of the unity which 
is in the everlafting light, life, and power of God. _Confider this 
before the day be gone from you, and take heed that your me- 
morial be not rooted out from among the righteous. _ . 


4a 4-8 ie 
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Among the exercifes and troubles that friends had from without, 


one was concerning friends marriages, which fometimes were calied 
in queftion. In this year there happened to be a caufe tried at the 
affize at Nottingham concerning a friendiginaliecc. _ The cafe was 
thus : Some years before two friends were joined together in marriage 
amongit 
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amongft friends, and lived together as man and wife about two years. 1661. 
Then the man died, leaving his wife with child, and leaving an Toudets 
eftate in lands of copyhold. When the woman was delivered, the 
jury prefented the child heir to its father’s lands, and accordingly the 
child was admitted ; afterwards another friend married the widow. 
And after that, a perfon near of kin to her former hufband, brought 
his action againft the friend who had laft married her, endeavouring 
to difpoffefs them, and deprive the child of the inheritance, and to 
poffefs himfelf thereof, as next heir to the woman’s firft hufband. 
To effe& this, he endeavoured to prove the child illegitimate, al- 
ledging, ‘ The marriage was not according to law.’ In opening the 
caufe, the plaintiff’s counfel ufed unfeemly words concerning friends, 
faying, ‘ they went together like brute beafts,’ with other ill ex- 
preffions. After the counfel on both fides had pleaded, the judge 
(viz. judge Archer) took the matter in hand, and opened it to them, 
telling them, ‘ There was a marriage in paradife when Adam-took 
_ ¢ Eve, and Eve took Adam, and that it was the confent of the parties 
‘ that made a marriage. And for the Quakers (he faid) he did 
« not know their opinions; but he did- not believe they went to- 
« gether as brute beafts, as had been faid of them, but as Chriftians; 
« and therefore-he did believe the marriage was lawful, and the child 
< lawful heir.’ The better to fatisfy the jury, he brought them a cafe. 
to this purpofe. ‘ A man that was weak of body, and kept his bed, 
* had a defire in that condition to marry, and did declare before wit- 
« neffes, that he did take fuch a woman to be his wife, and the wo- 
€ man declared that fhe took that man to be her hufband. This mar- 
riage was afterwards called in queftion, and (as the judge faid) all 
‘ the bifhops did conclude it to be a lawful marriage.’ Hereupon 
the jury gave in their verdi@ for the friend’s child againft the man 
that would have deprived it of its inheritance. 

About this time the oaths of allegiance and fupremacy were ten~ 
dered to friends as a fnare, becaufe it was known we could not 
{wear, and thereupon many were imprifoned, and divers premunired. 

Upon that oceatfion friends publithed in print ¢ The grounds and rea- 
* fons why they refufed to fwear ;’ befides which, I was moved to give 
forth thefe few lines following, to be given to the magifirates: _ 


ony 
‘ ae world faith, “* Kifs the bgok;” but the book faith, 
. «< Kifs the Son, left he be angry ;” and the Son faith, «* Swear 
“¢ not at all;” but keep to Yea and Nay in all your communication : 
« for whatfoever is more than this cometh of evil.: Again, the 
« world faith, «* Lay your hand on the book ;” but the book faith, . 
“© Handle the word ;” and the*word faith, ‘«« Handle not the tra- 
“« ditions,” nor the inventions, nor the rudiments of the world. 
* And God faith, ‘“‘ This is my beloved Son, hear him ;” whois the 
‘ life, the truth, the light, and the way to God. ; 2 
i : : me: GF? 


F #& o™ 
Abundance of friends being in prifon, Richard Hubberthorn 
and I drew up a paper concerning them; and got it delivered to the 
"ah saad? ye . king, 


et 
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king, that he might underftand how we were dealt with by his 
officers. « It was directed thus ; . f) ‘ ds 


To the KING. 


¢ ESRIEND, who art the chief ruler of thefe dominions, here is 
< a lift of fome of the fufferings of the people of God, in fcorn. 
* called Quakers, that have fuffered under the changeable powers 
‘ before thee, by whom there have been imprifoned, and under ~ 
« whom there have fuffered for good confcience-fake, and for bear- 
‘ ing teftimony to the truth as it is in Jefus, ‘‘ three thoufand one 
« hundred feventy-three perfons ;” and there lie yet in prifon, in the 
« name of the common-wealth, ‘.feventy-three perfons,” that we 
« know of. And there have died in prifon, in the time of the com- 
¢ mon-wealth, and of Oliver and Richard, the protectors, through 
‘ cruel and hard imprifonments, upon nafty ftraw and in dungeons, 
« thirty-two perfons.” There have been alfo imprifoned in thy 
name, fince thy arrival, by fuch as thought to ingratiate them- 
felves thereby with thee, ‘ three thoufand fixty and eight perfons.” 
Befides this, our meetings are daily broken up by men with clubs 
and arms (though we meet peaceably, aecbidine to the practice of 
God’s people in the primitive times) our friends are thrown into 
waters, and trod upon till the very blood gufheth out of them ; 
the number of which abufes can hardly be uttered. Now this we 
would have of thee, to fet them at liberty that lie in prifon in the 
names of the common-wealth and of the two protectors, and them - 
that lie in thy own name, for {peaking the truth, and for a good 
confcience-fake, who have not lifted up an hand againft thee nor 
‘any man ; and that the meetings of our friends, who meet peace- 
ably together in the fear of God to worfhip him, may not be broken 
up by rude people, with their clubs, fwords, and itaves, One of 
the greateft things that we have fuffered for formerly, was becaufe 
we could not {wear to the proteétors and all the changeable govern- 
ments; and now we are imprifoned becaufe we cannot take the 
oath of allegiance. Now, if Yea be Yea, and Nay Nay, to 
thee, and to all men upon the earth, let us fuffer as much for 
breaking of that as others do for breaking an oath. We have fuf- 
fered thefe many years both in lives and eftates under thefe change- 
able governments, becaufe we cannot fwear, but obey: Chrift’s 
doctrine, who commands ‘* we. fhould not {wear at all,” Matth. 
v. Jamesv. and this we feal with our lives and eftates, with our 
Yea and Nay, according to the do¢trine of Chrift, Hearken to 
thefe things, and fo confider them in the wifdom of thy God, that 
by it fuch actions may be {topped ; thou that haft the government, 
and may’{t do it. We defire all that are in prifon may be {fet at. 
liberty, and that for the time to come they may not be imprifoned 
for confciénce and for the truth’s fake. If thou queftion the inno- 
cen¢y of their fufferings, let them and their accufers be brought 
before thee, and we {hall produce a more particular and full ac- 
count of their fufferings, if required. 
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I mentioned before, that in the year 1650 I was kept prifoner fix 
months in the houfe of correction at Derby, and that the keeper of 
the prifon, being a cruel man, and had dealt very wickedly by me, 
was {mitten himfelf, the plagues and terrors of the Lord falling 


upon him becaufe thereof : this man, being afterwards convinced of 
truth, wrote me the following letter. 


© Dear friend, 

Pyaere fuch a convenient meflenger, I could do no lefs than 
give thee an account of my prefent condition; remembring, 

that to the firft awakening of me to a fenfe of life, and of the in- 
‘ward principle, God was pleafed to make ufe of thee as an in- 
ftrument. So that fometimes I am taken with admiration that it 
fhould come by fuch.a means as it did; that is tofay, that Provi- 
dence fhould order thee to be my prifoner, to give me my firft 
real fight of the truth. It makes me many times to think of the 
gaoler’s converfion by the apoftles; Oh! happy George Fox ! that 
firft breathed that breath of life within the walls of my habitation! 
Notwithftanding my outward loffes are fince that time fuch that I 
am become nothing in the world, yet I hope I fhall find that all 
thefe light afflictions, which are but for a moment, will work for 
me a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. They have 
taken all from me; and now, inftead of keeping a prifon, I am 
rather waiting when I fhall become a prifoner myfelf. Pray for 
me, that my faith fail not, and that I may hold out to the death, 
that I may receive a crown of life. I earneftly defire to hear from 
thee, and of thy condition, which would very much rejoice me. 
Not having elfe at prefent, but my kind love unto thee and all 
Chriftian friends with thee, in hafte, Ireft thine in Chrift Jefus, - 

‘ Thomas Sharman.’ 
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‘ Derby, the 22d of the 
‘ 4th month, 1662.’ 


There were two of our friends in prifon in the inquifition at 
Malta, both women; Catherine Evans and Sarah Chevers. I was 
told that one called the Lord D’Aubeny could procure their liberty ; 
wherefore I went to him: and having informed him concerning 
their imprifonment, defired him to write to the magiftrates there for 
their releafe. He readily promifed me he would;.and faid, « If I 
« would come again withina month he would acquaint me of their 
« difcharge.’ I went again about that time, and he faid, ‘ He thought 
€ his letters had mifcarried, becaufe he had received no anfwer.’ 
But he promifed he would write again, and did fo; whereupon they 
were fet at liberty. 

With this great man I had a great deal of reafoning about reli- 
gion, and he confeffed that ‘ Chrift hath enlightened every man that 
* cometh into the world with his fpiritual light; that he had 
« tafted death for every man; that the grace of God, which brings 
‘ falvation, hath appeared to all men; and that it would teach them, 
‘ and bring their falvation, if they did obey it.’ I-afked him, 

What would they (the Papifts) do with all their relicks and cheat 
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if they fhould own and believe in this light, and receive the grace to 
teach them and bring their falvation? He faid, « Thofe things were 
‘ but policies to keep people in fubjection.’ Very free he was in 
difcourfe. I never heard a Papift confefs fo much as he did. Tho’ 
feveral about the court began to grow kind to friends, yet the per- 
fecution was very hot, and feveral friends died in prifon. Where- 
upon I gave forth a little paper concerning the grounds and rife of 
perfecution ; which was thus: © 


‘ ALE the fufferings of the people of God in all ages were be~ 
‘ caufe they could not join to the national religions and wor- 
‘ fhips which men have made and fet up, and becaufe they would. 
© not forfake God’s religion and his worfhip which he had fet up. 
« You may fee through all chronicles and hiftories, that the prieits 
* joined with the powers of the nations. the magiftrates, footh- 
« fayers, and fortune-tellers, all joined againft the people of God; 
* and did imagine vain things againft them in their councils. When 
« the Jews did wickedly, they turned again{ft Mofes; when the 
« Jewith kings tran{grefled the law of God, they perfecuted the pro- 
‘ phets; as may be feen in the prophets writings. When Chriit, 
‘« the fubftance, came, the Jews perfecuted Chrift, his apoftles, and 
* difciples. And when the Jews had not power enough of them- 
‘ felves to perfecute anfwerable to their wills, then they got the 
« heathen Gentiles to help them againft Chrift, and againft his apoftles 
* and difciples, who were in the Spirit and power of Chrift. 
“GUE 


/ > After I had made fome {tay in London, and had cleared myfelf of. 


what lay upon me there, I went into the country, having with me 
Alexander Parker and John Stubbs. We travelled through the 
country, vifiting friends meetings, till we came to Briftol. There 
we underftood, that the officers were likely to come and break up 
the meeting ; yet on firft-day we went to the meeting at Broad- 
mead, and Alexander Parker ftanding up firft, while he was fpeak- 
ing, the officers came and took him away. After he was gone, I 
ftood up and declared the everlafting truth of the Lord God in his 


‘eternal power, which came over all, and the meeting was quiet the 


reft of the time, and broke up peaceably. I tarried till firft-day 
following, vifiting friends, and being vifited by friends. On -firft- 
day morning feveral friends came to Edward Pyot’s (where I lay the 
night before) and ufed endeavours to perfuade me not to go to 
the meeting that day ; for the magiftrates had threatened to take me, 
and had raifed the trained-bands. I wifhed them to go to the meet- 
ing, not telling them what I intended to do; bat I told Edward 
Pyot Iintended to go, and he fent his fon to fhew me the way 


from his houfe by the fields.. As I went I met divers friends, who 
-did what they could to ftop me: ‘ What,’ faid one, « wilt thou 
“© go into the mouth of the beaft ?? * Wilt thou go into the mouth of 


* the dragon,’ faid another ? . I put them by and went on. When 
I caine to the meeting, Margaret Thomas was {peaking When the 
had done, Iftoodup. I faw aconcern and fear upon friends for me; 

but 
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but the power of the Lord, in which I declated, foon ftruck the _ 1662. 
fear out of them. Life f{prang, and an heavenly glorious meeting prosa ‘mead 
we had. After I had cleared myfelf of what was upon me from the meeting. ° 
Lord tothe meeting, I was moved to pray, and after prayer to ftand 
up again, and tell friends, ‘ Now they might fee there was a God 
‘ in Ifrael that could deliver.’ A very large meeting this was, and 
very hot; but truth was over all, and the life was exalted which 
carriéd through all, and the meeting broke up in peace. The offi- 
cers and foldiers had been breaking up another meeting, which had 
taken up their time; fo that our meeting was ended before they 
came. But I underflood afterwards they were in a great rage, be- 
-.caufe they had miffed me; for they were heard to fay one to another 
before, < Pll warrant we fhall have him;’ but the Lord prevented 
them. I went to Joan Hily’s, where many friends came to fee me; 
rejoicing and blefling God for our deliverance. In the evening I had 
a fine frefh meeting at a friend’s houfe over the water, where we 
were much refrefhed in the Lord. After this I ftaid moft part of 
that week in Briftol, and at Edward Pyot’s. Edward was brought Briftol, 
fo low and weak with an ague, that when I firftcame he was looked 
upon as a dying man; but it pleafed the Lord to raife him up again, 
fo that, before I went away, his ague left him, and he was finely’ 
well. } 
_ Having been two firft days at the meeting at Broad-mead, and 
feeling my fpirit clear of Briftol, I went next firft day to a meeting 
in the country not far diftant. And after the meeting, fome friends 
from Briftol told me, the foldiers that day had befet the meeting- 
houfe round at Briftol, and then went up, faying, ‘ They would be 
* fure to have me now;’ but when they found me not there, they 
were in a great rage, and kept friends in the meeting-houfe moit 
part of the day betore they would let them go home; and queried 
of them, ‘ Which way I was gone, and how they might fend after 
‘me? For the mayor,’ they faid, ‘ would fain have fpoken with 
« me.’ I had a vifion of a great maftiff dog, that would have bit me 3 
but I put one hand above his jaws, and the other hand below, and 
tore his jaws in pieces. So the Lord by his power tore their power 
to pieces, and made way for me to efcape them. Then I pafied 
through the country, viliting friends in Wiltfhire and Berkthire, till tes 
I came to London, having great meetings amongft friends as I went. [ongon. 
“The Lord’s power was over all, and a bleffed time it was for the 
fpreading of his glorious truth. It was indeed the immediate power 
of the Lord that preferved me out of their hands at Briftol, and over 
the heads of all our perfecutors ; and the Lord alone is worthy of 
allthe glory, who did uphold and preferve for his name and truth’s 
fake, om 
At London I ftaid not long, being drawn in fpirit to vifit friends 
northward as far as Leicefterihire. John Stubbs waswith me. We Leicefterfh. 
travelled down, having meetings amongft friends as we went ; and 
at Skegby we had a great meeting. Thence we came to Barnet- skegby. 
hills, where lived captain Brown, a Baptift, whofe wife was con- Barnet-hills. 
vinced of truth. This captain Brown, after the act for ‘ breaking 
‘ up meetings’ came forth, being afraid his wife fhould go to meet- 
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-ings, and be cat into prifon, left his houfe at Barrow, and 'took a 


place on thefe hills, faying, ‘ His wife fhould not go to prifon.’ And 
this being a free place, many priefts and others fled thither as well as 
he. But he, who would neither ftand to truth himfelf nor fuffer 
his wife, was in this place, where he thought himfelf fafe, found 


‘out by the Lord, whofe hand fell heavy upon him for his unfaith- 
fulnefs ; fo that he was forely plagued, and grievoufly judged in 


him(felf for flying and drawing his wife into that private place. We 


‘went to fee his wife, and being in the houfe, I afked him, how he 


did? * How dol! faid he, ‘ The plagues and vengeance of God 
‘ are upon me, a runnagate, a Cain as Iam. God may look fora 


_* witnefs for me, and fuch as me; for if all were not faithfuller 


* than I, God would have no witnefs left in the earth.’ In this con- 
dition he lived on bread and water, and thought it was too good for 
for him. At length he got home again with his wife to his own 
houfe at Barrow, where afterwards he was convinced of God’s 
eternal truth, and died in it. A little before his death he faid, 
© Though he had not borne a teftimony for truth in his life, he 


© would bear a teftimony in his death, and would be buried in his 


_* orchard ;’ and was fo. He was an example to all the flying Bap- 


Leicefter-" . 


ire, 
Swanington. 


tifts in the time of perfecution, who could not bear perfecution 
themfelves, yet perfecuted us when they had power. : 
From. Barnet-hills we came to Swanington, in Leicefterfhire, 
where William Smith and fome other friends vifited me ; but went 
away towards night, leaving me at a friend’s houfe in Swanington. 
At night, as I was fitting in the hall, {peaking to a widow-woman 
and her daughter, lord Beaumont came with a company of foldiers, 
who, flapping their fwords on the door, rufhed into the houfe with . 
fwords and piftols in their hands, crying, ‘ Put out the candles, and 


* make faft the doors.’ Then they feized upon the friends in the 


houfe, and afked, * If there were no more about the houfe?’ The 
friends told them, there was one man more in thehall. There be- 


ing fome friends out of Derbyfhire, one of them was named 


Thomas Fauks.; lord Beaumont, after he had afked all their names, 
bid his man fet down that man’s name Thomas Fox. The friend 
faid, Nay, his name was not Fox, but Fauks.° In the mean 
time fome of the foldiers came, and fetched me out of the hall to 


him. He afked my name. I told him, my name was George 


Fox, and that I was well known by that name. < Aye,’ faid he, 


_* you are known all the world over.’ I faid, I was known for no 


hurt, but for good. Then he put his hands into my pockets to 
fearch them, and plucked out my comb-cafe, and afterward com- 
manded one of his officers to fearch further for letters. I told him, 


_I was no letter-carrier, and afked him, Why he came amongft a 


peaceable people with fwords and piftols, without a conftable, con- — 
trary to the king’s proclamation and to the late act? For’ he could 
not, fay, there was a meeting, I being only talking with a poor 
widow-woman and her daughter. By reafoning thus with him, he 


_ came fomewhat down ; yet fending for the conftables, he gave them 


charge of us that night, and to bring us before him next morning. 
Accordingly the conftables fet a watch of the town’s people upon us 
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thatnight, and had us nextmorning tohis houfe about amilefrom Swan- 1662. 
ington. . When we came before fim, he told us, « We met contrary 
* tothe A@’ I defired him to fhew us the act. © Why,’ fays he, 
‘ you have it in your pocket.’ I told him, he did not find us in a 
meeting. Then he afked, « Whether we would: take the oaths of 
* allegiance and fupremacy? I told him, I never took any oath in 

‘my life, nor engagement, nor the covenant. Yet {till he would 

force the oath upon us. ‘I defired him to fhew us the oath, that we 
might fee whether we were the perfons it was to be tendered to, and 

‘whether it was not for the difcovery of popifh recufants. At length 
he brought a little book, but we called for the ftatute=-book. He 
would not fhew us that, but caufed a mittimus to be made, which 

mentioned, « That we were to have hada meeting.’ -With this 
mittimus he delivered us to the conftables to convey us to Leicefter 
gaol. But when the conftables had brought us back to Swanington, 
being harveft-time, it was hard to get any body to go with us. 
The people were loth to take their neighbours to prifon, efpecially 
in fach a bufy time. They would have given us our mittimus to 
haye carried ourfelves to the gaol; for it had been ufual for con- 

‘ftables to give friends their own mittimufes, and they have gone them- 
felves with them to the gaoler. But we told them, though our 
friends had fometimes done fo, we would not take this mittimus ; 
but fome of them fhould go with us to the gaol. At laft they hired 

a poor labouring man, who was loth to go, though hired. So we 

rode to Leicefter, being five in number ; fome carried their bibles oo 

open in their hands, declaring truth to the people as we rode in the 

fields and through the towns, and telling them, ‘ We were prifoners 
*« of the Lord Jefus Chrift, going to fuffer bonds for his name and 
* truth fake.’ One woman friend carried her wheel on her lap to {pin 
on in prifen, and the people were mightily affected. At Leicefter Leicefter. 

we went to an inn. The mafter of the houfe feemed to be troubled 
that we fhould go to prifon; and being himfelf in commiflion, he 
fent for lawyers in the town to advife with, and would have taken up 
the mittimus, and kept us in his own houfe, and not have let us _ 
gone into the gaol. But I told friends, it would be great charge to 
lie at an inn, many friends and people would come to vifitus, and it 
might be hard for him to bear meetings in his houfe: befides, we had 
many friends in the prifon already, and we hadrather be with them. 

_ So we let the man know we were fenfible of his kindnefs, and to pri- Leicefter 
fon we weat ;ethe poor man that brought us thither delivering both Prifon. 
the mittimus and us to the gaoler.. This gaoler had been a very 

wicked, cruel man. Six or feven friends being in prifon before we 
-eame, he had taken fome occafion to quarrel with them, and had 
‘thruft them into the dungeon amongft felons, where was hardly 

room for them to lie down. We ftaid all that day in the prifon- 
yard, and defired the gaoler to let us have fome ftraw.. He furlily 
 anfwered, ¢ You do not look like men that would lie on ftraw.’ 

After a while William Smith came to me, and being acquainted in 

the honfe, I afked him, What rooms were in the houfe, and what 

rooms friends had been ufually put. in before they were put into the 

dungeon ? -1 afked» him alfo, Whether the gaoler or his wife 
; . was 
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was mafter? He faid, The wife was mafter ; and though fhe was 
lame, and fate moftly in her chair, not being able to go but on 
crutches, yet fhe would beat her hufband when he came within her 
reach, if he did not as fhe would have him. I confidered that many 
friends might probably come to vifit us, and if we had a room to 
ourfelves, it would be better for them to fpeak to me, and for me 
to fpeak to them in, as there fhould be occafion. Wherefore I de- 
fired William Smith to {peak with the woman, and acquaint her, 
if the would let us have a room, fuffer our friends to come out of 
the dungeon, and leave it to us to give her what we would, it might be 
better forher. Hewent, andafterfome reafoning with her fheconfented ; 
and we were had into a room. Then we were told, The gaoler 
would not fuffer us to have any drink out of the town into the pri- 
fon, but what beer we drank we mutt take of him. I told them, I 
would remedy that if they would ; for we would get a pail of water 
and a little wormwood once a day, and that might ferve us; fo we 
fhould have none of his beer, and the water he could not deny us. 
Before we came, when thofe few friends that were prifoners met to- . 
gether on firft-days, if any of them was moved to pray to the Lord, the 
gaoler would come up with his quarter-ftaff in his hand and his 
maftiff-dog at his heels, and pluck them down by the hair of the 
head, and ftrike them with his ftaff ; but when he ftruck friends, 
the maftiff-dog, inftead of falling upon them, would take the ftaff 
out of his hand. When firft-day came, I {poke to one of my fellow- 
prifoners to carry a ftool and fet it in the yard, and give notice to the 
debtors and felons that there would be a meeting in the yard, and 


they that would hear the word of the Lord declared might come 
‘thither. So the prifoners gathered in the yard, and we went down 


and shad a very precious meeting, the gaoler not meddling. Thus — 
every firft-day we had a meeting as long as we {taid in prifon, and 
feveral came out of the town and country. Many were convinced, 
and fome received the Lord’s truth there, who ftood faithful wit- 
nefles for it ever fince. : 
When ‘the feflions came, we were brought before the juftices, 
with more friends, to the number of about twenty. Being brought 
into the court, the gaoler put us in the place where the thieves were, 
and fome of the juftices began to’tender the oaths of allegiance and 
fupremacy to us. I told them, I never took any oath in my life ; 
and they knew we could not fwear, becaufe Chrift and his apoftle 
forbad it: therefore they put it but as a {nare to us.» We told them, 
if they could prove, that after Chrift and the apoftle had forbid 
fwearing, they did evercommand Chriftians to {wear, we would take 
‘thefe oaths; otherwife ‘we were refolved to obey Chrift’s command 
and the apoftle’s exhortation. They faid, ‘ We mutft take the oath, 
« that we might manifeft our allegiance to the king, I told them, 
I had been formerly fent prifoner by: col. Hacker from that town to. 
‘London, under pretence that I held meetings to plot to bring in kin 
‘Charles. -I alfo defired them to read our mittimus, which fet forth 
the caufe of our commitment ‘to be, that ‘ we were to have a 
“'meeting ;’ and I {aid, lord Beaumont could not by that aé&t fend us 
to gaol, unlefs we had’ been taken at:a meeting, :and found to be fuch 
:  perfons 
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pérfons as the act {peaks of ; thegefore we defired they would read 1662. 
the mittimus, and fee how wrongfully we were imprifoned. ‘They pet 
would not take notice of the mittimus ; but called a jury, and in- feftions, 
dicted us < for refufing to take the oaths of allegiance and fupremacy.’ 
When the jury was {worn and inftructed,. as they were going out, 
one who had been an alderman of the city bid them, * Have a good 
« confcience ;’ and one of the jury, being a peevifh man, told the 
juftices, there was one affronted the jury; whereupon they called 
him up, and tendered him the oath alfo, which he took. 
While we were ftanding where the thieves ufed to ftand; a cut- 
purfe had his hand in feveral friends pockets. Friends declared it to 
the juftices, and fhewed them the man. They called him up before 
them, and upon examination he could ‘not deny it; yet they fet him 
at liberty. 
It was not long before the jury returned, and brought us in ow 
guilty; and after fome words, the juftices whifpered together, and 
bid the gaoler take us to prifon again ; but the Lord’s power was 
over them, and his everlafting truth, which we declared boldly 
amongft them. There being a great concourfe of people, moft of 
them followed us; fo that the cryer and bailiffs were fain to call the 
people back again to the court. We declared the truth as we went 
along the ftreets, till we came to the gaol, the ftreets being full of 
people. When we were in our chamber again, after fome time the jeicefer 
gaoler came to us, and defired all to go forth that were not pri- gaol. 
foners. When they were gone, he faid, ‘ Gentlemen, it is the 
“ court’s pleafure that ye fhould be fet at liberty, except thofe that 
* are in for tithes : and you know there are fees due tome; but I 
« fhall leave it to you to give me what you will.’ 
Thus we were all fet at liberty on a fudden, and pafied every one 
into our fervices. Leonard Fell went with me again to Swanington. gyanington. 
I had a letter from lord Haftings, who hearing of my imprifonment 
had wrote from Londen to the juftices of the feffions to fet me at 
liberty. I had not delivered this letter to the juftices ; but whether 
they had any knowledge of his mind from any other hand, which 
made them difcharge us fo fuddenly, I know not. But this letter 
Icarried to lord Beaumont, who {ent us to prifon ; and when he had 
broke it open and read it, he feemed much troubled; but at laft 
came a little lower; yet threatened us, if we had any more meet- 
ings at Swanington, he would break. them up and fend us to prifon 
again. But notwithftanding his threats we went to Swanington, 
and had a meeting with friends there, and he neither came nor fent 
to break it up. 
From Swanington we came to Twy-crofs, where that great man Twy.crofs; 
formerly mentioned, whom the Lord raifed up from his ficknefs in 
the year 1649 (whofe ferving-man came at me with a drawn {word 
to have done me a mifchief) and his wife came to fee me. From 
thence we travelled through Warwickfhire, where we had brave warwickh. 
‘meetings ; and into Northamptonfhire and Bedfordfhire, vifiting pehesey 
friends till we came to London. Bedfordthire: 
I ftaid not long in London, but went into Effex, and fo to Nor- London. 
folky having great meetings. At Norwich, when I came to cap- ae 
: eS tain Norwich. 
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tain Lawrence’s, there was a gueat threatening of difturbance ; bué 
the meeting was quiet. Pain from thence to Sutton, and into 


Cambridgefhire, I heard of Edward Burrough’s deceafe, And be- 


ing fenfible how great a grief and exercife it would be to friends to 
part with him, 1! wrote the following lines for the ftaying and 
fettling of their minds. ; 


© Friends, 

: ate ftill and quiet in your own conditions, and fettled in the feed 
of God, that doth not change; that in that ye may feel dear 

‘ E.B. among you in the feed, in which and by which he begat 
‘ you to God, with whom he is; and that in the feed ye may-all 
‘ fee and feel him, in which is the unity with him in the life; and 
‘ fo enjoy him in the life that doth not change, which .is in- 
‘ vifible.’ ape Se 
«AG ee a 


From thence I pafied to Little-port and the Ifle of Ely ; whete 


one that had been the mayor, with his wife, and the wife of the 
‘then prefent mayor of Cambridge, came to the meeting. Tra- 


velling into Lincolnfhire and Huntingdonthire, I came to Thomas 
Parnel’s, where the mayor of Huntingdon came to fee me, and was 


very loving. From thence I came into the Fen-country, where we 


had large and quiet meetings. While I was in that country, there 
came fo great a flood, that it was dangerous to go out ; yet we did 


‘get out, and went to Lynn, where we had a blefied meeting. Next 
‘morning I went to vifit fome prifoners there ; then back to the inn, 


and took horfe. As I was riding out of the yard, the officers came 


‘to fearch the inn for me. I knew nothing of it then, only I felt a 


great burden come upon me as I rode out of the town, till Iwas got 
without the gates. When fome friends that came after overtook me, 
they told me their officers had been fearching for me ip the inn, as 


foon as I was gone out of the yard. So by the good hand of the 


Lord I efcaped their cruel hands. After this we paffed through the 


countries, vifiting friends in their meetings. The Lord’s power car- 


ried us over. the perfecuting {pirits, and through many dangers; and 
his truth fpread and grew, and friends were eitablifhed therein : 
ptaifes and glory to hisname for ever! , | ‘te 
Having: paffed through Norfolk, Suffolk, Effex, and Hertford- 
fhire, we came to London again; where I ftaid%a while, vititing 
friends in their meetings,..which were very large, and the Lord’s 
power was over all. After fome time I left the city, and travelled 
into Kent, having Thomas Briggs with me. _We went to Afhford, 
where we had a quiet and a very bleffed meeting. On firft-day we 
had a very good and peaceable meeting at Cranbrook. Then we 
went to ‘Tenterden, and had a meeting there, to which friends came 
from feveral parts; and many other people camne in, and were 
reached by the truth. When the meeting was done, I walked with 
Thomas Briggs into a clofe, while our horfes were getting ready 3 
and turning my head, Iefpied a captain coming, and a great com- 
pany of foldiers with lighted matches and mutkets. Some of the 


foldiers | 


e ike 
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foldiers came to Thomas and a. and faid, « We mutt go to their. 1662.’ 

‘ captain.” When they had brought us before him, he afked, Oa 

‘ Where was George Fox? Which was he? I faid, « I am the bans 
* man.’ Then he came to me, and was fomewhat ftruck, and faid, 
- © T will fecure you among the foldiers.’ So he called for the foldiers 
to take me. Then he took Thomas Briggs and the man of the 
‘houfe, with many more ; but the power of the Lord was mightily 
over them all.- Then he came to me again, and faid, < I muft go along 
«-with him to the town;’ and he carried himfelf pretty civilly, 
‘bidding the foldiers bring the reft after. As we walked, I afked 
him, ¢ Why they did thus ? for I had not feen fo much ado a great 
* while ;’ and I bid him be civil to his peaceable neighbours. When 
Wwe were come to the town, they had us to an inn that was the 
_ gaoler’s houfe. After a while the mayor of the town, this captain, 
and the licutenant, who were juftices, came together and examined 
me, © Why I came thither to make q difturbance ?’ I told them, I 
did not come to make a difturbance, neither had I made any diftur- 
. bance fince I came. They faid, « There was a law againft the 
“ Quakers meetings, made only againft them.’ I told them, I knew 
nofuch law. Then they brought the a& made againft Quakers and 
others. Itold them, that was againft fuch as were a ‘ terror to. the 
* king’s fubjects, who were enemies, and held principles dangerous 

* to the government ;’ and therefore it was not againft us, for we oe 
held the truth; our principles were not dangerous, and our meet- 
_ ings were peaceable, as they knew, who knew their neighbours were 
a peaceable people. They told me, ‘ I was an enemy to the king.’ 
I anfwered, We loved all people, were enemies to none, and that I 
had been caft into Derby dungeon about the time of Worcefter fight, 
> becaufe I would not take up arms againft him; and that I was after- 
wards brought by colonel Hacker to Londoh, as a plotter to bring 
in king Charles, and was kept prifoner at London till I was fet at 
liberty by Oliver. They afked me, ‘ Whether I was imprifoned in 
« the time of the infurrection ?” I faid, Yes; I had been imprifoned 
then and fince, and had been fet at liberty by the king’s own com- 
mand. Topened the act to them, fhewed them the king’s late de 
-elaration, gave them the examples of other juftices, and told them 
alfo what the houfe of lords had faid of it. I {poke alfo to them 
concerning their own conditions, exhorting them to live in the fear of 
God, tobe tender towards their neighbours that fearedGod, and to mind 
God’s wifdom by which all things were made and created, that they 
might come to receive it, be ordered by it, and by it order all things 
, to God’s glory. They demanded bond of us for our appearance at 


9 _ the feffions; but we, pleading our-innocency, refufed to give bond. 
F Then they would have us promife to come no more there; but we 
3 kept clear of that alfo. When they faw they could not bring us to 
. their terms, they told us, « We fhould fée they were civil to us, for 
‘i it was the mayor's pleafure we fhould all be fet at liberty.’ I told 


them, their civility was noble; and fo we parted. : 
Leaving Tenterden, we went to Newick in Suffex, where we vi+ sugolk. 
- fited fome friends. From thence we paffed through the country, Newick. 
vifiting friends, and haying great meetings ; all quiet and free from 
i items, 4 difturbance 
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difturbance (except by fome janglin g Baptifts) till we came into 

Hamphhire. Where, after a good meeting at mae “ower 
went to Pulmer, in the parifh of Ringwood, where was to *besa’ 
monthly meeting next day, to which many friends reforted from 

Southampton, Pool, and other places; and the weather being very 
hot, fome came pretty early in the morning. I took’a friend, and 
walked out with him into the orchard, enquiring of him how the 

affairs of truth ftood amongft them? (For many of them had been ~ 
convinced by me before T was prifoner in Cornwall). While we 
were difcourfing, a young man came and told us the trained bands 
were raifing, and he heard they would break up the meeting: sit’ 
was not yet meeting-time by about three hours, and there “being 
other friends walking in the orchard, the friend I was < diftourfing’ 
with before defired me to walk into a corn-feld adjoining’ to it, 

which we did. After a while, the young man that {poke of the’ 
trained bands left us, and when he was gone a pretty way he ftood 
and waved his hat. Whereupon I fpoke to the other young man 
that was with me ‘to go fee what he meant. He went, but came 
not to me again, for ae foldiers were come into the orchard. As I 
kept walking I could fee the foldiers, and fome of them, as I heard 
afterwards, did fee me, but had no mind to meddle. So the fol- 
diers coming fo long before meeting-time, did not tarry ; but took 
what friends they found at the houfe, and fome they met in the 
lane, and had them away. After they were gone, it drew towards 
the eleventh hour, friends began to come in apace, and a large and 
glorious meeting we had. for the everlafting feed of God was fet 
over all, and the people were fettledgin the new covenant of life, 
upon the foundation Chrift Jefus, “Toward the latter end of the 


meeting there came a man in gay apparel, and looked in while I was 


declaring, and went away again prefently. This man came with an , 
evil intent; for he went forthwith to Ringwood, and told the ma- 
gutrates, ‘ That they had taken two or three men at Pulner, and 

« had left George Fox there preaching to two or three hundred.’ 
Upon this the magiftrates fent the officers and foldiers again ; but 
the meeting being near ended’ when the man looked in, and he 
having about a mile and half to go with his information to fetch the 
foldiers, and they as far to come after they had received their orders, 
before they came our meeting was over; ending about the third hour 
peaceably and orderly. After the meeting, I {poke to the friends of , 
the houfe where this was held (the woman of the houfe then lyi ing 
dead in the houfe) and then fome friends led me to another friend’s 
at a little diftance ; where after we had refrefhed ourfelves, I took 
horfe, having about twenty miles to ride that afternoon to one 
Frye’s, in Wiltthire ; where ameeting was appointed to be held the 
next day. 

After we were gone, the officers and: foldiers came in a great: heat, 
who finding they had miffed their prey were much enraged ; and the 
officers were offended with the foldiers, becaufé they had not feized 


my horfe in the ftable the firft time they came. But the Lordy py 
his good providence, delivered me, and prevented their mifchiev 


-defign: For the officers were envious: “men, and Ahad an evil gind 
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agaifft friends ; but the Lord brdlitht his judgments upon them, fo 1663. 
that it was taken notice of by their neighbours. For § as before ioe 
‘ they were wealthy men, after this their eftates wafted away; and i 
‘ John Line, the conftable, who was not only very forward in 
« putting on the foldiers to take friends, but alfo carried thofe that 
‘ were taken to prifon, and took a falfe oath againft them at the 
‘ affize, upon which they were fined and continued prifoners, was 
‘a fad fpectacle to behold. For his flefh rotting away while he 
© lived, he died in a very miferable condition, wifhing he had never 
‘ meddled with the Quakers, and confeffing he never profpered 
* fince he had an hand in perfecuting them; and that he thought 
* the hand of the Lord was againft him for it.’ 

At ——— Frye’s in Wiltfhire we had a very bleffed meeting, and 
quiet, though the officers purpofed to have broken it up, and were 
on their way in order thereunto. But before they were got to the 
meeting, word was brought them, ‘ There was a houfe newly 
‘ broken up by thieves, and they were required to go back again 
* with {peed to fearch after and purfue them ;’/ by which means our 
anid: efcaped difturbance, and we were preferved out of their 
ands, 
We pafied through Wiltfhire into Dorfetfhire, having latge and Dorfethhire. 
good meetings. The Lord’s everlafting power was with us, and car= 
ried us over all; in which we founded forth his faving truth and 
word of life, which many gladly received. ‘Thus we vifited friends ae, 
till we came to Topfham, in Devonfhire, travelling fome weeks Devonfhire. 
eight or nine {core miles a week, and had meetings every day. At Topfam. 
Topfham we met with Miliiret Fell and two of her daughters, 
Sarah and Mary, and with Leonard Fell and Thomas Salthoufe. 
From thence we pafied to Totnefs, where we vifited fome friends, Totnes. 
and then to Kingfbridge, and to Henry Pollexfen’s, who had been Kingibridge. 
an ancient juftice of peace. There we had a large meeting. This bet a: 
old juftice accompanied us to Plymouth, and. into Cornwall, to Plymouth. 
juftice Porter’s, and from thence to Thomas Mount’s, where we Corwall. 
had a large meeting. After which we went to Humphrey Lower’s, 
where alfo we had a large meeting; and from thence to Loveday 
_Hambley’s, where we had a general meeting for the whole country : 
and all was quiet. 
A little before this, Jofeph Hellen and G. Bewly had been at Loo 
to vifit Blanch Pope, a Ranting woman, under pretence to convince 
and convert her; but before they left her, fhe had fo darkened them 
with her principles, that they feemed to be like her difciples, efpe- 
cially Jofeph Hellen. She afked them, ¢ Who made the devil? 
* Did not God?’ This idle queftion fo puzzled them, they could 
ei her. They afterwards afked me the queftion. I told 
them, No; for all that God made was good and was bleft, fo was 
not the devil. He-was called a ferpent before he was called a devil 
and an adverfary,-and then he had the title of devil given him. 
Afterward he was called a dragon, becaufe he was adeftroyer. The 
devil abode not in the truth: by departing from the truth he became 
adevil. So the Jews, when they went out of the truth, were faid 
to be of the devil, and were called ferpents. There is no Pee =] 
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God to the devil, that ever he fhafl return into truth again; but’ to 
‘man and woman, who have been deceived by him, the promife' of 
God is, that ‘ The feed of the woman fhall bruife the ferpent’s. 
< head ;’ thall break his power and ftrength to pieces.. When thefe 
things were opened more at large to the fatisfaction of friends, thofe 
two, who had let up the fpirit of that ranting woman, were judged 
by the truth ; and one of them, viz. Jofeph Hellen, ran quite out, 
and was denied by friends; but George Bewly was recovered, and 
afterwards became {ferviceable. 
We paffed from Loveday Hambley’s to’ Francis Hodges’s, near 
Falmouth and Penryn, where we had a large meeting. From thence 
we went to Helftone that night, where friends came to vifitus; and’ 
next day paffed to Thomas Teage’s, where we had a large meeting, 
at which many were convinced. I was led to open ¢ the ftate'of the 
church in the primitive times, the ftate of the church in the wil- 
dernefs, the ftate of the falfe church that was got up fince; ‘and to 
fhew, that now the everlafting gofpel was preached over the head 
of the whore, beaft, falfe prophets, and antichrifts, which had 
rofe up fince the apoftles days ; and’ now the everlafting gofpel was 
received and receiving, which brought life and immortality to 
‘ light, that they might fee over the devil who had darkened them.’ 
_The people received the gofpel and the word of life gladly, and a 
glorious bleffed meeting we had for the exalting the Lord’s everlaft-' 
ing truth and his name. After it was done I walked out, and 
coming in again, I heard a noife in the court. Approaching nearer, 
I found the man of the houfe {peaking to the tinners and others, 
telling them, It was the * everlaftin truth that had been declared 
‘ there that day;’ and the people generally confeffed to it. 

From thence we pafied to the Land’s-end to John Ellis’s, where 
we had a precious meeting. . Here was a fifherman, Nicholas Jofe, _ 
that was convinced. He f{poke-in meetings, and declared the truth 
amongft the people; and the Lord’s power was over all. I was glad 
the Lord raifed up his ftandard in thofe dark parts of the nation, 
where fince there is a fine meeting of honeft-hearted friends ; many 
are come to fit under Chrift’s teaching, and a great people the Lord 
will have in that country. . metal) a 

From thence we returned to Redruth, and the next day to Truro, 
where we had a meeting. Next morning, fome of the chief of the 
town defired to fpeak with me, amongft whom was colonel Roufe. 
I went, and had a great deal of difcourfe with them concerning the 
things of God. In their reafoning they faid, « The gofpel was the 
‘ four books of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John ;’ and they called 
it natural. I told them, the gofpel was the power of God, which 
was preached before Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John were written; 
and it was preached to every creature (of which a great part might 
never fee nor hear of thofe four books) fo that every creature was to 
obey the power of God; for Chrift, the Spiritual. Man, ‘would 
judge the world according to the gofpel, that is, according to hi 
invifible power. When they heard this, they could not eute 

ie 


tal wn wn Lal “ 


Lal 


for the truth came over them. I direéted them to their teacher, 


grace of God, and fhewed them the fufficiency of it, which would 
; . ees teach 
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teach them how to live, and what to deny; and being obeyed would 1663. 
bring them falvation. So to that grace J tecommended them, and tro. 
left them. — Hie 
Then we returned through the country, vifiting friends, and had 
meetings at Humphrey Lower’s and Thomas Mount’s. Afterwards 
at George Hawkins’s at Stoke we had a large meeting, to which Stoke. 
_ friends came from Lancefton and feveral other places. A living, 
precious meeting it was, in which the Lord’s prefence and power 
was richly manifefted amongft us, and I left friends there under the 
Lord Jefus Chrift’s teaching. 

_ © In Cornwall I was informed there was one colonel Robinfon, a Example. 
« very wicked man, who after the king came in was made a juttice 
‘of peace, and becamie a cruel perfecutor of friends ; of whom he 
« fent many to prifon. Hearing they had fome little liberty, thro’ 
« the favour of the gaoler, to go home fometimes to vifit their 
« wives and children, he made great complaint thereof to the judge 
« at the aflize againft the gaoler ; whereupon the gaoler was fined an 
« hundred marks, and friends were kept very ftri€tly up for a while. 
« After he was come home from the affize, he fent to a neighbour- 
‘ ing juftice to defire him to go a fanatick-hunting with him. He 
« fent his man about with his horfes, and walked himfelf on foot 
« from his dwelling-houfe to a tenement where his cows and dairy 
« were kept, and where his fervants were then milking. When he 
« came there; he afked for his bull.. The fervant-maids faid, They 
« had fhut him into the field becaufe he was unruly, and hindered 
« their milking. Then wentgjhe into the field to the bull; and 
« having formerly accuftomed himfelf to play with him, he began 
© to fence at him with his ftaff. But the bull fnuffed at him; and 
« paffed a little back; then turning upon him again, ran fiercely at 
« him, and ftruck his horn into his thigh, and heaving him upon 
‘ his horn, threw him over his back, and tore up his thigh to his 
‘ belly. When he came to the ground again he gored him with his 
« horns, run them into the ground in his rage and violence, and 
« roared, and licked up his mafter’s blood. The maid-fervant, 
« hearing her mafter cry out, ran into the field, and took the bull by 
« the horns to pull him off from her mafter. The bull, without hurt- 
* ing her, put her gently by with his horns, but ftill fell to goring 
_-€ of him, and licking up his blood. Then fhe ran, and got fome 
© men that were at work not far off, tocome and refcue her matter ; 
€ but they could not at all beat off the bull, till they brought maitiff- 
« dogs to fet on him; and then ‘he fled in great rage and fury. Upon 
* notice of it his. fitter came, and faid to him, “* Alack! brother, 
«« what a heavy judgment is this that is befallen you!” He anfwered, 
<¢ Ah! fifter, it isan heavy judgment indeed.” Pray let the bull be 
« killed, and the flefh given to the poor, {aid he. They carried him 
‘ home; but he died foon after. The bull was grown fo fierce, they 
« were forced to {hoot him with guns; for no man durft come near to 
_ © kill him. Thus does the Lord fometimes make examples of his 

« juft judgment upon the perfecutors of his people, that others may. 
‘* fear,.and learn to beware.” — hia a a 
aides ta I aot. , . After 
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1663. After I had cleared myfelf of Mnvwall, and Thomas Lower had 
Horfe. brought us over Horfe-bridge into Devonfhire again, we took our 
bridge. leave of him. ‘Thomas Briggs, Robert Widders, and I came to 
eal Tiverton. It being their fair-time, and many friends there, we had — 

" ameeting amongit them; and the magiftrates gathered in the ftreet, | 
but the Lord’s power ftopped them. I faw them over againft the 
door; but they fa not power to come in to meddle with us, tho’ 
they had will enough to have done it. 

Collumpton, After the meeting we pafied to Collumpton and Wellington; for 
Wellington. we had appointed a meeting five miles off, where we had_a large . 
one at a butcher’s houfe, and a blefied meeting it was. The people 
were directed to their Teacher, the Grace of God, which would | 
bring them falvation, and many were {fettled under its teaching. _ 
The Lord’s prefence was amongft us, and we were refrefhed in him, 
gle whom we laboured and travailed; and the meeting was quiet. 
~ There had been very great perfecution in that country, and in that. 
town a little before, infomuch that fome friends queftioned the 
peaceablenefs of our meeting ; but the Lord’s power chained all, 
and his glory fhined over all. Friends told us, how they had 
broken up their meetings by warrants from the juftices, and how by. 
their warrants they were required to carry friends before the juftices. 
The friends bid them, Carry them then. The officers told them, 
they muft Go; but they faid, Nay, that was not according to. 
. their warrants, which required them to carry them. Then they 
were forced to hire carts, waggons, and horfes, and to lift them. 
into their waggons and carts to carrysthem before a juftice. When 
they came to a juftice’s houfe, fometimes he happened to be from. 
home, or if he was a moderate man he would get out of the way,, 
and then they were obliged to carry them before another; fo that 
they were many days carting and carrying friends up and down from 
place to place. And when afterwards the officers came to lay their 
charges for this upon the town, the town’s people would not pay it, 
but made them bear it themfelves, which broke the neck of their 
perfecution there for that time. The like was done in feveral other 
places, till the officers had fhamed and tired themfelves, and then 
were glad to give over. 4 er AR 
At one place they warned friends to come to the fteeple-houfe. 
Friends met to confider of it, and finding freedom to go, they met. 
together there. They fate down to wait upon the Lord in his power 
and Spirit, and minded the Lord Jefus Chrift, their Teacher and _ 
Saviour; but did not mind the prieft. When the officers faw that, 
they came to them to put them out of the fteeple-houfe again ; but — 
the friends told them, it was not time for them to break up their 
meeting yet. A while after, when the prieft had done, they came. 
to the friends again, and would have had them go Home to dinner ; 
but the friends told them, ‘they did not choofe to go to dinner, they 
were feeding upon the bread of life. So there they fate, waiting 
upon the Lord, and enjoying his power and prefence, till. they found 
freedom in themfelves to depart. ‘Thus the prieft’s people were of- 
fended, firft becaufe they. could not get them to the fteeple-houfe, 
3 a and: 
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and when there, they were offended »becaufe they could not’get them _ 1663" 
out again. en F 4 . : ge age ee 

From the meeting near Collumpton we went to. Taunton, where Tam", 
we hada large meeting. The next day we came to a general meet= 
ing in Somerfethhire, which was. very large; and the Lord’s ever- Smerietth. 
lafting word of life and truth was largely declared. The people 
were refrefhed thereby, and fettled upon Chrift, their Rock and | 
Foundation, and brought to fit under his teaching; and the meet- 
ing was peaceable. About the fecond hour of the night came a 
company of men, knocked at the door, and bid open it, or’ they 
would break it open; for they wanted a man that they came to 
fearch the houfe for. I heard the noife, and got up, and fawaman . 
at the door with his fword by his fide. When they had let him in, © 
he came into the chamber where I was, and looked on me, and {aid, 

«You are not the man I looked for ;’ and went his way. ~ 

We came from thence to Street, and to William Beaton’s at Pud- Street. 
dimore, where we had a very large general meeting; wherein the Puddimore. 
Lord’s everlafting truth was declared, the people refrefhed, and all 
quiet. From thence we went to John Dandy’s, where we had an- 
other large and very precious meeting; and then pafled to Briftol, prinel. 
where we‘ had good fervice for the Lord, and all quiet. Here we 
met with Margaret Fell and her daughters again. After fome time 
we went to Slattenford in Wiltfhire, where was a very large meet- Slattenford. 
ing ina great barn. Good fervice we had there; for the truth, as Wiltthire. 
it is in Jefus, was publifhed amongft them, and many were ga- 
thered by it into the name of the Lord. 
~ After this I paffed into Gloucefterfhire and Herefordfhire, having Gloucefterth. 
large meetings in each. In Hereford I had a meeting in the inn; on em 
after which, and I was gone, the magiftrates hearing of it, came : 
to fearch the inn for me, and were vexed they had miffed me. But 
the Lord fo ordered it, that I efcaped their hands, and friends were 
eftablifhed upon Chrift, their Foundation, the Rock of Ages. 

Then I went into Radnorfhire, in Wales, where I had feveral Wales. 
‘precious meetings. The Lord’s name and ftandard was fet up, Radnorfh. 
many were gathered to it, and fettled under the teaching of Chrift 
Jefus, their Saviour, who bought them. 

After I was clear of Wales, I came to a market-town betwixt Ata market. 
England and Wales, where was a great fair that day ; and feveral sows towards 
friends being at the fair, we went to an inn; where they came to “*“"" 
us. After a fine opportunity with friends we parted and went our 
way. ‘The officers of the town took notice, it feems, of our being 
there, and of friends gathering to us. - They began alfo to get to- 
gether to confult how to enfhare us, though it was the fair-time ; 
but before they could do any thing we were gone, and fo efcaped 
them. . 

From thence we came into Shropfhire, where we had a largeand shropmire, 
precious meeting. After many meetings in thofe parts, we came 


5 ; ; : 

into Warwickfhire, vifited friends there, and fo into Derbyfhire and Warwickhh. 
4a. oie tin 4 i; Derby fhire. 

Staffordthire,. Vifiting meetings as we went. At White-haugh we Staffordthire. 

had a large bleffed meeting, and quict.; after which we took horfe, ibs eas 
ria ek ; 3 : . f t 

and rode abouttwenty miles that night to captain Lingard’s. We finsaa's. 

re | heard 
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1653: heard afterwards, that when we were gone, the officers’ came to 
Cant. Hits have feized us, and were much difturbed they mified us; but the 
gard’s. Lord difappointed them, and friends were joyful in the Lord that we 

efcaped them. 
At captain Lingard’s we hada bleffed meeting, the Lord’s pre- 
fence being wonderfully amongft us. After which we pafled thro’ 


pesca the Peak-country in Derbyfhire, and went to Synderhill-green, 
e€ak-coun- 


ok where we hada large meeting. Here John Whitehead and {feveral 
Synderhill- friends came tome. Then I paffed through the country, vifiting 
Pc mes, fiends, till 1 came to the farther end of Holdernefs, and by Sear- 
Scarborough. borough, Whitby, and Malton, to York, having many meetings in 
ee the way, and the Lord’s everlafting power was over all. 

= a We went from York to Boroughbridge, where I had a glorious 


Borough- meeting. Thence we pafled into the Bifhoprick to one Richmond’s, 
pene " where was a general meeting ; and the Lord’s power was over all, 

ifhoprick of I aie 2 a 
Dirham. though people were exceeding rude about this time. After the meet- 
ing we went to Henry Draper’s, where we ftaid all night. Next 
morning a friend came as I was pafling away, and told me, ‘ If the 

« priefts and juftices could light on me, they would deftroy me.’ 
Geran Being clear of the Bifhoprick, I went over Stainmore into York- 
Yorkhhire. fhire, and to Sedberg; where having vifited friends, I went “into 
Saute Weftmoreland, vifiting friends there alfo. From thence I paffed 
land. into Lancafhire, and came to Swarthmore, where I ftaid but a little 
eo while before I went over the Sands to Arnfide ; where I hada general 
Atnide. Meécting. After it was ended fome men came to have broken it up; 
but underftanding before they got thither the meeting was over, they 
turned back. I went to Robert Widders’s, and from thence’ to 
Under- Underbarrow, where I had a glorious meeting; and the Lord’s 
Me yeies power was fet over all. From thence I paffed to Grayrigge, vifited 
_ 7°" friends, and then to Ann Audland’s, where they would have had 
me to have ftay’d their meeting the next day ; but I felt a {top in my 
Sedberg. Spirit. Tt was upon me to go to John Blaykling’s, in Sedberg, to 
be.at the meeting there; which is large, and a precious people there’ 
is. We hada very good meeting the next day ; but the conftables 
went to Ann Audland’s meeting to look forme. Thus by the good 

hand and difpofing providence of the Lord J efcaped their fhare. 
Strickland- I went from John Blaykling’s with Leonard Fell to Strickland- 
og head, where on firft-day we had a very precious meeting on the 
common, That night we ftaid amoneft our friends there, and the 
Northumber- next day pdffed into Northumberland. After the juftices heard of, 
and. this meeting, they made {earch for me; but by the good hand of 
the Lord I efcaped them, though there were fome very wicked 
juftices. We went to Hugh Hutchinfon’s, in Northumberland, a 
friend in the miniftry, from whence we vifited friends thereabouts 5 
“Derwent. and then to Derwent-water, where we had a very glorious meeting. 
ik There came an ancient woman, and told me, her hufband remem- 
bered his love tome ; fhe faid, I might call him to mind by this 
token, that I ufed to call him, ‘ The tall white old man.’ She faid, 
he was fix feore and two years old, and that he would have come to 
the meeting, but that his horfes were all émployed upon fome urgent 

occafion. 1 heard he lived fome years after. — Rae Tt: be. 


3 : | When 
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When I had vifited friends in @hofe parts, and they were fettled 1°93. 
upon Chrift, their Foundation, I pafled through Northumberland, Se 
and came to old’Thomas Bewley’s, in Cumberland. Friends. came Cumberland 
about me, and atked, < Would I come there to go into prifon ?’ 
For there was great perfecution in that country at that time ; yet I 
had a general meeting at Thomas Bewley’s, which. was large and 
precious; and the Lord’s power was over all. 

One Mufgrave was at that time deputy-governor of Carlifle,.and I 
paffing along that country, came to a man’s houfe that had been 
convinced, whofe name was Fletcher; and he told me, ‘ If Mut- 
« grave knew I was there, he would be fure to fend me to prifon, he 
« was fuch a fevere man.’ But I ftaid not, only called on the way 
to fee this man, then went to William Pearfon’s, near Wigton; 
where this meeting was, which was very large and precious. ‘Some 
friends were then prifoners at Carlifle, whom I vifited by a letter, 
which Leonard Fell carried. From William Pearfon’s I vifited 
friends till I came to Pardfey-crag, where we had a general meet- paraiey crag. 
ing, which was large, quiet, and peaceable, and the glorious, pow- 
erful prefence of the everlafting God was with us. __ 

So eager were the magiftrates about this time to ftir up perfecu- 
tion in thofe parts, that fome offered five fhillings, fome a noble a 
day, to any that could apprehend the fpeakers amongft Quakers ; 
but it being now the time of the quarter-feffions in that county, the 
men who were {fo hired were gone to the feflions to get their wages, 
fo all our meetings were at that time quiet. 

_ From Pardfey-crag we went into Weftmoreland, calling in the way Wefmore- 
upon Hugh Tickell, near Kefwick, and upon Thomas Laythes, aaa 
where friends came to vifit us ; and we had a fine opportunity to be ~“"""™ 
refrefhed together. We went that night to Francis Benfon’s, in Francis Ben- 
Weftmoreland, near juftice Fleming’s. This juftice was at that time ®"* 

in a great rage againft friends, and me im particular; infomuch that 

in the open feffions at Kendal juft before, he had bid * Five pounds 

* to any man that fhould take me,’ as FrancisBenfon told me. And 

it feems, as 1 went to this friend’s houfe, I met one man coming 


Wigton. 


from the feffions that had this five pounds offered him to take me, 


and he knew me; for as I paffed by him, he faid to his companion, 
« That is'George Fox:’ yet he had not power to touch me; for the 


Lord preferved me over them all. The juftices being fo eager to 
vhave me, and I being fo often nigh them, and yet they mifling me, 


it tormented them the more. . 

I-went from thence to James Taylor’s at Cartmel, in Lancafhire, Lancamiire. 
where I ftaid firft-day, and hada precious meeting. After which I Cartmel. 
“came over the Sandsto Swarthmore. —, Swarthmore: 


' There they told me colonel Kirby had fent his lieutenant, who 


chad fearched trunks and chefts for me: That night as I was in-bed, 

‘I was moved of the Lord to go next day to Kirby-hall, which was Kirby-hall. 
colonel Kirby’s houfe, about five miles off, to fpeak with him. 

When I came thither, I found the Flemings, and feveral others of 

the gentry (fo called) of the country, who were come to take their — 

‘leave of colonel Kirby, he being then to go up to London to the 
parliament. I was had into the parlour amongft them; but gens: 
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- away they might fall upon friends ; but if I gave myfelf up to be — 


Houlker- 
hall. 
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1663- Kirby was not then within, being'gone out a little way. They faid  . 
Kirby-hall, little to me, nor I much to them. But after a little while colonel . 
Kirby came in, and I told him, * I came to vifit him, underftanding 
« he was defirous to fee me, to know what he had: to fay to«me, 
« and whether he had any thing againft me?’ He faid before all ~ 
the company, ‘ As he was a gentleman, he had nothing againft me. . 

« But,’ faid he, * miftrefs Fell muft not keep great meetings at, her. 
* houfe, for they met contrary to the a@.’ 1 told him, ‘ That act 
‘ did not take hold on us, but on fuch as ‘* met to plot and con-. 
“« trive, and to raife infurrections againft the king ;” whereas we, 
« were no fuch people: for he knew they that met at Margaret. 


* Fell’s were his neighbours, and a peaceable people.’ . After many 


words had paffed, he fhook me by the hand, and faid again, * He Fi 


‘ had nothing againft me ; and others of them faid, ‘ I was a de- 
« ferving man.’ So we parted, and I returned to Swarthmore. » 
Shortly after, when colonel Kirby was gone to London, there was 


a private meeting of the juftices and deputy-lieutenants at Houlker— 


hall, where juftice Prefton lived; where they granted a warrant ‘to. 


apprehend me. I heard over night both of their meeting and of, 
the warrant, and could have gone out of their reach if 1 would ; 
for I had not appointed any meeting at that time, and I had cleared. 


myfelf of the north, and the Lord’s power was over all. But I con- 
fidered, there being a noife of a plot in the north, if I fhould go 


taken, it might prevent them, and friends fhould efcape the better; 
fo I gave myfelf up to be taken, and prepared againft they came. 
Next day an officer came with his {word and piftols to take me. I 
told him, ‘ I knew his errand before, and had given myfelf to be 
‘ taken; for if I would have efcaped their imprifonment, I: could 
« have been forty miles off before he came; but I was an innocent 
« man, and fo mattered not what they could do tome.’ He afked 
me, ‘ How I heard of it, feeing the order was made privately inja 
« parlour ?’ I faid, it was no matter for that, .it was fufficient that 
T heard it. Iafked him to let me fee his order; whereupon he laid 


his hand on his fword, and faid, ¢ I muit go with him before the . 


‘ lieutenants, to anfwer fuch queftions as they {hould propound to 
‘ me.’. I told him, it was butciviland reafonable for him to let me 
fee his order; but he would not. Then faid I, I am ready. So I 
went along with him, and Margaret Fell accompanied us to Houlker- 
hall. When we came thither, there was one Rawlinfon, a juftice, 
and one called Sir George Middleton, and many more that I did not 
know, befides old ‘juftice Prefton who lived there. They brought 


Thomas Atkinfon, a friend, of Cartmel, as a witnefs againft me, - 
for fome words which he had told to one Knipe, who had informed. 
them ; which words-were, ‘ That I had written againft the plotters, 
« and had knocked them down.’ - Thefe words they could not make 


much of; for I told them I had heard of a plot, and: had written 


againft it. Old Prefton afked me, ‘ Whether [had an hand jn that: 
‘ feript.t?, I afked him what he meant? :He faid, in. the ;Battle-» 


dore? Yanfwered, Yes. Then-he afked me, ‘ Whether 1 did un+ 
‘ derftand languages ? TI faid, Sufficient for myfelf; and that I 
' « knew 
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_ ‘knew no Jaw that was tranfgreffed by it. I told them alfo, That, 1663. 
‘ to underftand thofe outward languages, was no matter of falvation ; outer. 
‘ for the many tongues began but at the confufion of Babel: and if hall. 
< I did underftand any thing of them, I judged and knocked theni 
« down again for any matter of falvation that was in them.’ There- 
upon he turned away, and faid, * George Fox knocks down all the 
‘ Janguages. Come,’ faid he, ¢ we will examine you of higher 
‘ matters.” ' 

Then faid George Middleton, *« You deny God, and the church, 
‘ and the faith.’ I replied, « Nay: I own God, and the true 
‘ church, and the true faith. But what church doft thou own, faid 
* I? (for I underftood he was a Papift). Then he turned again, and 
© faid, <* You are a rebel and a traitor.’ I afked him, Whom he 
{poke to? or whom did he calla rebel ? He was fo full of envy, 
that for a while he could not fpeak ; but at laft he faid, « He {poke 
‘ itto me.’ With that I ftruck my hand on the table, and told 
him, [ had fuffered more than tweritty fuch as he, or than any that 
were there; ‘ for I had been caft into Derby prifon for fix months 
‘ together, and had fuffered much becaufe I would not take up 
_ © arms againft the king before Worcefter fight. I had been fent up 
‘ prifoner out of my own country by colonel Hacker to O. Crom- 
‘ well, as a plotter to bring in K. Charles, in the year 1654; and I 
‘ had nothing but love and good-will to the king, and defired the 
‘ eternal good and welfare of him and all his fubjects. ** Did you 
«¢ ever hear the like,” faid Middleton? Nay, faid I, ye may hear 
‘ it again, if ye will. For ye talk of the king, a company of you; 
‘ but where were ye in Oliver's days ? and what did ye do then for 
‘him? I have more love to the king for his eternal good and well- 
‘ fare than any of you have.’ . Rr: 
Then they afked me, ¢ Whether I had heard of the plot? I 
faid, < Yes, I had heard of it.’ They afked me, ¢ How I had 
« heard of it? and whom I knew init? I told them, ‘ I had 
‘ heard of it through the high-fheriff of Yorkfhire, who told Df. 
‘ Hodgfon “ there was a plot in the north ;” that was the way I 
« heard of it ; but I never heard of any fuch thing in the fouth, nor 
‘ till I came into the north. And as for knowing any in the plot, 1 
* was as a child in that, for I knew none of them.’ Then they faid, 
«¢« Why would you write againft it, if you had not known fome that 
<< were init?” I faid, «* My reafon was, becaufe you are fo fot- 
« ward to math the innocent and guilty together ; therefore I wrote 
‘« againft it to clear the truth from fuch things, and to ftop all for- 
« ward foolith {pirits from running into fuch things.” I fent copies 
© of it into Weftmoreland, Cumberland, Bifhoprick, Yorkshire, 
‘ and to you here. I fent another copy of it to the king and his 
“ council, and it is like it may be in print by this time.’ One of 
them faid, « O! this man hath great power!’ I faid, Yes, I had 
power to write againft plotters. Then faid one of them, . You are 
* againft the laws of the land.’ I anfwered, ‘ Nay; for I and m 
‘ friends direét all people to the Spirit of God in them, to mortify 
‘ the deeds of the flefh. This brings them into well-doing, and 
‘ from that which the magiftrates {word is againft, which eafes the 
: Ls a ad © magiftrates, 
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¢ magiftrates, who. ate for the punifhtnent of evil-doers- People 
‘ being turned to the Spirit of God, which brings them to mortify 


© the deeds of the flefh, from under the occafion of the ma- 
-€ giftrates {word. This muft needs be one with magiftracy, 


* and one with the law,. which was added becaufe of tranfgreffion, 
« and is for the praife of them that do well. In this we eftablifh 
« the law, are an eafe to the magiftrates, and are not again{t but ftand 
€ for all good government.’ ~ . ptr: 

Then George Middleton cried, ‘ Bring the book, and: put'-the 
¢ oaths of allegiance and fupremacy to him.’ He being: a Papift, I 
afked him, ‘ Whether he had taken the oath of fupremacy,' who 
* was a {wearer?. As for.us, we could not fwear at all} becaufe 
‘ Chrift and his apoftle had forbidden it.’ Some of them would:not 
have had the oath put to me, but have fet me at liberty. .. The ret 
would not agree toit; for this was their laft fnare, and they: had no 
other wey to get me into prifon, as all other things had been cleared 
tothem. This was like the Papifts facrament of the altar, by-which — 
they enfnared the martyrs. So they tendered me the oath; which I 
could not take; whereupon they were about to make my -mittimus 
to fend me to Lancafter gaol; but confidering of it, they only-en- 
gaged me to appear at the feffions, and for that time difmiffed me. 
I went back with Margaret Fell to Swarthmore, and foon after -colo- 
nel Weft came to fee me, who was at that time a juftice of peace. 
He told us, * He acquainted fome of the réft of the juftices,, that he 


-£ would come and fee Margaret Fell and me; but it may be,’ faid 


he, * fome of you will take offence at it.” I afked him, What he 
thought they would do with me at the feffions ?. He faid, ‘* They - 
* would tender the oath to me again.’ Aiba Fs 
Whilft I was at Swarthmore, William Kirby came into Swarth- 
more meeting, and brought the conftables with him. I was fitting 


“with friends in the meeting, and he faid to me, ‘ How now, Mr. 


‘ Fox! you have a fine company here.’ ‘ Yes,’ faid I, ¢ wei meet 


_ to wait upon the Lord.’ So he began to take the names of friends, 


and thofe that did not readily tell him their names, he committed to 


‘the conftables hands,.and fent fome to prifon. The conftables were 


unwilling to take them without a warrant, whereupon he threatened 
to fet them by the heels; but. the conftable told him, ‘ He:could 
‘ keep them in his prefence, but after he was gone he could not keep 
* them without a warrant.’ sAd-ilte Sti. 
The feffions coming on, I went to Lancafter, and appeared ac- 
cording to my engagement. There was upon the bench juftice _ 
Fleming, who had bid five pounds in Weftmoreland to any man 
that would apprehend me ; for he was a juftice both in Weftmore- 
land and Lancathire. ‘There were alfo juftice Spencer, colonel Weft, 
and old juftice Rawlinfon, the lawyer, who gave the charge, and was 
very sharp againft truth and friends; but the Lord’s power ftopped 


them. The feffion was large, the concourfe of people great, and. 
‘way being made for'me, I came up to the bar, and ftood with:my. 
chat on, they looking earneftly upon-me and I upon them for a pretty 
‘ fpace. Proclamation being made “ for all to keep filence upon :pain 


1k of imprifonment ;’ and: all being quiet, I faid twice, * Peace be » 


* among 


é 
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>. among you.”> The chairman afked, If I knew where Iwas? [°° 1663. 

~ fasd, © Yes, Indo; but it may be, faid I, my hat offends you. 'That’s wae 
* alow thing, that’s not; the honour that I give to magiftrates, for feffions.: 

. © the true honour'is from above ;' which, faid I, I have received, and : 

*:I hope it is:not the hat which ye look upon to be the honour,’ 

The chairman faid, « They looked for the hat too,’ and afked, 

« Wherein I thewed my refpect to magiftrates, if I did not put off 

‘my hat?’ I replied, ¢ In coming when they called me.’: Then 

they bid one, ‘ Take off my hat,’ After which it was fome time 

before they {poke to me, and I felt the power of the Lord to arife. 

After fome paufe, old juftice Rawlinfon (the chair-man) afked me, 

«If Lknew of the plot?’ I told him, ‘ I heard of it in Yorkthire 

“by a friend, who had it from the high-theriff’ They afked me, 

‘ Whether I had declared it to the magiftrates?” I faid, ¢ I had 

‘:fent-papers abroad againft plots and plotters, and alfo to you, as 

* foomas I came into the country, to take all jealoufies out of your 

* minds concerning me and my friends; for itis our principle ta de= 

‘ clare againft fuch things.’ They alked me, <« If I knew not of an 

« act againft meetings?’ I faid, « I knew there was an act that took 

‘ hold of fuch as met to the terrifying of the king’s fubjects, were 

* enemies to the king, and held dangerous principles; but I hoped 

« they did not look upon us to be fuch men, for our meetings were 

* not to terrify the king’s fubjects, neither are we enemies to him or 

‘any man.’ Then they tendered me the oaths of allegiance and 

fupremacy. I told them, ‘ I could not take any oath at all, becaufe 

“ Chrift and his apoftle had forbid it; and they had fufficient expe- 

_ © rience of {wearers, firft one way, then another; but I: had never 

‘taken any oath in my life.’ Rawlinfon afked me, ¢ Whether ] 

* held it was unlawful to fwear?’. This queftion he put on purpofe 

‘to enfnare me; for by an act that was made, fuch were liable to 

banifhment or a great fine, that fhould fay, it was ‘ unlawful to 

« fwear. ButI, teeing the fnare, avoided it, and told him, ‘ That 

«in the time of the law amonetft the Jews, before Chrift came,’ the 

-* Jaw commanded them to fwear; but Chrift, who doth fulfil.the 

-* law in his gofpel-time, commands, ‘* not to  fwear at all ;” and 

« the apoftle James forbids fwearing, even to them that were Jews, TF. cai 

_* and who had the law of God.’ After much difcourfe they called mitted to ite 

for the gaoler, and committed me to prifon. I had the paper about fo. 

me which I wrote as a teftimony againft plots, which I defired they 

-. would read, or fuffer to be read in open court; but they would not. ..; 


So being committed for refufing to fwear, ‘ I bid them and all the 


-* people take notice, that I fuffered for the doctrine of Chrift, and 
«for my obedience to his command.’ Afterwards I underftood the 
' ojultices did fay, that they had private inftructions from colonel Kirb 
_to-profecute me, notwithftanding his fair carriage and feeming kind- 
onefs tome before, when he declared before many of them, * That 
_* he had nothing againft me.’ Several other friends were committed. 
_ <to prifon, fome for meeting to worfhip God, and fome for.not fwear- 
ing; fo that the prifon was very full. Many of them. being poor 
men, without any thing to maintain their families by but.their la- 
* bour, which now they were taken from, feveral of their wives went 
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to the juftices who committed their hufbands, and told them, ¢ If 
‘ they kept their hufbands in gaol for nothing but the truth of Chrift 
« and for good confcience-fake, they would bring their children to 
¢ them to be maintained.’ A mighty power of the Lord rofe in — 
friends, and gave them great boldnefs, fo that they {poke much to 
the juftices. Friends alfo that were prifoners wrote to the juftices, 
« laying the weight of their fufferings upon them, and fhewing them 
¢ both their injuftice and want of compaffion towards their poor 
neighbours, whom they knew to be honeft, confciéntious, peace- 
able people, that in tendernefs of confcience could not take any 
oath; yet they fent them to prifon for refufing to take the oath of 
allegiance. Though feveral of thofe imprifoned on that account 
were known to be men who had ferved the king in his wars, had 
hazarded their lives in the field in his caufe, had fuffered great 
hardfhips, with the lofs of much blood for him, and always ftood 
faithful to him from firft to laft, yet never received pay for their 
fervice ; and to be thus requited for all their faithful fervices and 
fufferings by thofe that pretended to be the kings friends, was hard, 
‘ unkind, and ungrateful dealing.’ At length the juftices, being 
continually attended with complaints of grievances, releafed fome of 
the friends, but kept divers ftill in prifon. ‘ 

There were four friends prifoners for tithes, fent to prifon at the 
fuit of the countefs of Derby, who had lain near two years and an 
half. One of thefe was Oliver Atherton, who being of a weakly 
conftitution was through long and hard imprifonment in a cold, raw, 
unwholfome place, brought fo low and weak in his body, that there 
appeared no hopes of his life unlefs he might be removed. Where- 
fore a letter was wrote on his behalf to the countefs, and fent by his 
fon Godfrey Atherton, wherein was laid before her ‘ the reafons why 
‘ he and the reft could not pay tithes; becaufe if they did, they | 
‘ fhould deny Chrift come in the flefh, who by his coming had put an 
* end tothe tithes, and to the priefthood to which they had been given, 
‘ and to the commandment by which they had been paid under the 
‘ law. His weak condition of body was alfo laid before her, and 
‘ the apparent likelihood of his death, if fhe continued to hold him 
‘ there, that fhe might be moved to pity and compaffion, and alfo 
‘ warned not to draw the guilt of innocent blood upon her.’ When 
his fon went to her with his father’s letter, ‘a fervant of hers abufed 
him, plucked off his cap and threw it away, and put him out of the 
gate. Neverthelefs the letter was delivered into her own hand, but 
fhe fhut out all pity and tendernefs, and continued him in prifon till 
death. When his fon returned to his father in prifon, and told him 
as he lay on his dying-bed, that the countefs denied his liberty, he 
only faid, ‘ She hath been the caufe of fhedding much blood, but 
‘ this will be the heavieft blood that ever fhe fpilt,’ and foon after 
he died. Friends having his body delivered to them to bury, as they 
carried it from the prifon to Ormfkirk, the parifh wherein he had _ 
lived, they ftuck up papers upon the ‘crofles at Gatftang, Prefton, 


a 
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and other towns through which they paffed, with this ipfcription: 


« This . 
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Me Ale Te Oliver Atherton, of Ormifkirk’' parith, perfecuted to 1663. 
“« death by the countefs of Derby for good confcience-fake towards y7 one 
** God and Chrift, becaufe he could not give her tithes, &c.” © prifon. 


Setting forth the reafons of his refufing to pay tithes, the length of his 
impruionment, the hardfhips he underwent, her hard-heartednefs to- 
wards him, and the manner of his death. After his death, Richard 
Cubban, another of her prifoners for tithes, wrote aJarge letterto her, 
on behalf of himfelf and his fellow-prifoners at her fuit, laying their in- 
nocency before her; ‘ and that it was not out of wilfulnefs, ftubbornnefs, © 
« or covetoufnefs, that they refufed to pay their tithes, but purelyingood - 
© confcience towards God and Chrift; letting her know, if fhe fhould be 
« fuitered to keep them there till they every one died, as fhe had done 
« their fellow-fufferer, Oliver Atherton, they could not yield to pay. : 
‘ her. “And therefore defired her to confider their cafe in a Chriftian 
« f{pirit, and not bring their blood upon herfelfalfo.” Yet fhe would. 
not fhew any pity or compaffion to them, who had now fuffered hard 
imaprifonment about two years and an half under her.. Inftead thereof 
the fent to Garftang, and threatened to complain to the king and 
council, and bring them into trouble, for fuffering the paper con- 
cerning Oliver Atherton’s death to be ftuck upon their crofs. The 
rage fhe expreffed made the people take the more notice of it, and 
fome of them faid, « The Quakers had given her a bone to pick.’ 
But fhe, that regarded not the life of an innocent fufferer for Chritt,, . 
lived not long after herfelf; for that day three weeks that Oliver 
Atherton’s body was carried through Ormfkirk to be buried, the 
died ; and her body was carried that day feven weeks through the 
fame town to her burying-place. Thus the Lord purfued the hard- 
hearted perfecutor. Iwas kept till the affize, and judge Turner and oo 
judge Twifden coming that circuit, I was brought before judge“ 
Twifden, the 14th of the month called March, the latter end of 
the year 1663. When I was fet to the bar, I faid, ‘ Peace be. 
‘ amongft you all.’ The judge looked upon me, and faid, « What! 
« do you come into the court with your hat on!’ Upon which. 
words, the gaoler taking it off, I faid, ¢ The hat is not the honour 
‘ that comes from God.’ Then faid the judge tome, * Will you. 
« take the oath of allegiance, George Fox ?’ I faid, ‘ I never took 
- © any oath in my life, nor any covenant or engagement.’ <‘ Well,’ 
faid he, < Will you fwear or no?’ I anfwered, ‘ I ama Chriftian,. 
‘ and Chrift commands me “ not to fwear;” fo does the apoftle 
« James ; and whether I fhould obey God or man, do thou judge.” 
T.afk you again, faid he, ‘ Whether you will {wear or no?’ » I an- 
fwered again, * I am neither Turk, Jew, nor Heathen, buta Chrif-. 
tian, and fhould fhew forth chriftianity. I afked him, If he did. 
not know that Chriftians in the primitive times, under the ten per-: 
fecutions, and fome alfo of the martyrs in queen Mary’s days, re= 
fufed fwearing, becaufe Chrift and ‘the apoftle had forbidden it ?. 
I told him alfo, they had experience enough, how.many had firft, 
fworn, for the king and then againft him. But as for me I had. 
never taken an oath in my life. My allegiance did not lie in fwear- 
ing, but in truth and faithfulnefs.; for I honour all men, much 
4X « more 
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_© more the king. But Chrift, who is the Great Prophet, the King 


¢ of Kings, the Saviour and Judge of the whole world, faith, Imutt 
<< not fwear.” Now, whether muft I obey Chrift or thee? For it 
« is tendernefs of confcience, and in obedience ‘to the command of 
« Chrift, that I-do not fwear : and we have the word of a king for 
‘ tender confciences. Then'I afked the judge, If he did own'the * 
“king? “** Yes,” faid’ he, ** I do own the king.” Why ‘then, 
< faid I, dof thou not obferve his declaration from Breda, and his 
‘ promifes made fince he came into’ England, .« That no man fhould 
“* be called in queftion for matters of religion, fo long as they lived 
«© peaceably ?” If thou owneft the king, faid I, why doft thou 
“call me in queftion, and put me upon taking an oath, which is 
‘a matter of religion; feeing thou nor none elfe can charge me with 
‘ unpeaceable living?’ Upon this he was moved, and looking 
angrily at me, faid, ‘ Sirrah, will you fwear?? I told him, © Iwas 
« none of his Sirrahs, I was a Chriftian ; and for him, an old man; and 
« a judge, to fit there and give nick-names to prifoners, it did not be- 
‘ come either his grey hairs or his office.’ « Well,’ faid he; «1 am 
« a Chriftian too.’ * Then do Chriftian works,’ faid I. * Sirrah !’ 
faid he, * Thou thinkeft to frighten me with thy words.’. Then 
catching himfelf, and looking afide, he faid, « Hark! I am ufing 
* the word (Sirrah) again ;’ fo checked himfelf. I faid, *« I {poke to . 


‘ thee in love; for that language did not become thee, a judge. 


~€ Thou oughteft to inftruét a prifoner in the law, if he were igno- 


‘rant and out of the way.’ And I {peak in love to thee too,’ faidhe. 
‘ But,” faid I, < Love gives nonick-names.’ Then he roufed him- 
felf up, and faid, * I will not be afraid of thee, George Fox. Thou 
' fpeakeft fo loud, thy voice drowns mine and the court’s; I muft 
call for three or four criers to drown thy voice: thou haft good 
lungs.’ ‘ I am a prifoner here,’ faid 1, * for the Lord Jefus 
Chrift’s fake ; for his fake do I fuffer, for him do I ftand this day, 
and if my voice were five times louder J fhould lift it up, and found 
it out for Chrift’s fake, for whofe caufe I ftand this day before your 
judgment-feat, in obedience to him who commands “‘ not to fwear;” 
before whofe judgment-feat you muft all be brought, and mutt 
give an account.’ * Well,’ faid the judge, * George Fox, fay, 
Whether thou wilt take the oath, Yeaor Nay? I replied, * I fay 
as I faid before, Whether ought I to obey God or man, judge thou ? 
If I could take any oath-at all, I fhould take this; for Ido not deny 
fome oaths only or on fome occafions, but all oaths, according to 
‘ Chrift’s do&rine, who hath commanded his, «* Not to fwear at 
“all.” Now if thou or any of you, or any of your minifters or 
* priefts here, will prove that ever'Chrift or his apoftle, after they 
* had forbid all fwearing, commanded 'Chriftians to fwear, then I 
* will fwear.’ I faw feveral priefts there ; but not one of them of- 
fered to fpeak. Then faid the judge, * Iam a fervant to the king, © 
* and the king fent me not to difpute with you, but to put the laws 
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in execution ; therefore tender him the oath of allegiance.’ . « If 


‘ thou love the king,’ faid I, * why doft thou break his word, and 
* not keep his declarations and {peeches, wherein he promifed. liberty 
“ to tender confciences? I'am a man of a tender confcience, and in 
maith * obedience 


~~ 
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* obedience to Chrift’scommand I cannot fwear.’ ‘ Then you will _ 1963. 
‘ not fwear,’ faid the judge; ‘ Take him away, gaoler.’ I faid; 7... 
«It is for Chrift’s fake that I cannot fwear, and tor obedience to his afize. 
‘ command I fuffer; and fo the Lord forgive you all.’ So the gaoler 
took me away; but-I. felt the mighty power of the Lord was over 
them all. 

The fixteenth of the fame month I was brought. before judge 
Twifden again, who was fomewhat offended at my hat; but it be- 
ing the laft morning of the aflize, before he was to go out of 
town, and not many people there, he made the lefs of it.. He 
alked me, ‘ Whether I would traverfe, ftand mute, or fabmit.’ 
But: he fpoke fo faft, it was hard to. know what he faid. However 


vItold-him, ‘ I defired I might have liberty to traverfe the indi@- 


« ment, and try it.’ Then faid he, < Take him away, I will have 

« nothing to do with him, take him away.’ I faid, « Well, live in 

¢ the fear of God, and do juftice.’ « Why,’ faid he, ‘ have not I 

‘ done you juftice ?? I replied, ‘ That which thou haft done hath 

« been againft the command of Chrift.’ So I was taken to the gaol Lescafter 

again, and kept prifoner till the next affizes. ; ea 
Some time before this aflize, Margaret Feil was fent prifoner to 

Laneafter gaol by Fleming, Kirby, and Prefton, juftices ; and at 

the affize the oath was tendered to her alfo, and fhe was again com- 


qnitted to prifon, to lie till the next affize. 


Juttice Fleming being one.of the fierceft and moft violent juf- 
tices in perfecuting friends, and fending his honeft neighbours to 
prifon for religion’s fake; and many friends being at this time in 
Lancafter gaol committed by him, and fome having died in prifon, 
we that were then prifoners had it upon us to write to him, as fol- 
loweth. pos ta 


« Ojuftice Fleming! 
« WR AERcY, compatiion, love, and kindnefs adorn and grace men 
‘ and magiftrates. Oh! doft thou not hear the cry of the 
« widows, and the cry of the fatherlefs, who were made fo through 
« perfecution! . Were they not driven, like fheep, from conftable to 
« conftable, as though they had been the greateft tranfgreflors or 
« malefactors in the land? Which grieved and tendered the | 
‘« hearts of many-fober people, to fee how their innocent neighbours 
«and countrymen, who were of a peaceable carriage, and honeft in 
¢ their lives and converfations amongft men, were ufed and ferved ! 
¢ One more is dead, whom thou fenteft to prifon, having left five 
«children fatherlefs and motherlefs. How canft thou do otherwife ‘ 


-« than take care of thofe fatherlefs infants, and alfo of the other’s 
“wife and family? Is it not thy place? Confider Job (c. xxix.) 


‘ He was a.father to the poor, he delivered the poor that cried, and 
§ the fatherlefs that had none. to help. He broke the jaws of the 
« wicked, and plucked the fpoil out of his teeth. Butoh! meafure 
« thy life and his, and take heed of the day of God’s eternal judg- 
« ment, which will come, and the fentence and decree from Chritt, 
‘ when every man mutt give an account and receive a reward accord- 
ing to his deeds. Then it will be faid, «* Oh! where are the 
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'¢¢ months that are paft!” Again, juftice Flemirig, confider, whett 


¢ John Stubbs was brought before thee, having a wife and four fmall 
¢ children, and little to live on but what they honeftly got by their 
‘ own diligence; as foon as he appeared, thou cried out, “ Put the 
«© oath to that man.” And when he confeffed he was but a poor 
¢ man, thou hadft no regard, but caft away pity, not hearing what - 
« he would fay. And now he is kept in prifon, becaufe he could 
« not fwear, and break the command of Chrift and the apoftle, it is 
* to be hoped thou wilt take care of his family, that his children do 
« not ftarve ;, and fee that they do not want bread’ ‘Can this be al- 
« legiance to the king, to do that which Chrift and his apoftle fay is 
‘ evil, and brings into condemnation? Would not you have caft 
« Chrift and the apoftle into prifon, who commanded << not to fwear,” 
« if they had been in your days? Confider alfo thy poor neigh- 
‘ bour, William Wilfon, who was known to all the parifh and 
« neighbours to be an induftrious man, careful to maintain his wife 
« andchildren; yet had little but what he got with his hands in di- 
« ligence and travels to fupply himfelf. How fhould his wife main- 
« tain her children, when thou haft caft her hufband into prifon, and 
‘« thereby made him incapable of working for them? Therefore it 
« may be expected thou wilt have a care of his wife and children, 
«and fee they do not want; for how fhould they live, having 
* no.other way to be fuftained but by the little that he got ? Surely 
* the noife of this is in the very markets, the death of thy two 
‘ neighbours, the cry of the widows and fatherlefs is heard. All 
* thofe fatherlefs and widows are made fo for righteoufnefs fake. For 
‘ might not John Stubbs and William Wilfon have had their liberty 
* full, if they would have fworn, though they had been fuch as go 
‘ after mountebanks and ftage-plays, or runa hunting? Oh! con- 
‘ fider! for the Lord’s mind is otherwife. He is tender, and the 
« king hath declared his mind to be, that there fhould be no cruelty 
* inflicted upon his peaceable fubjects. Befides, feveral poor honeft 
* people were fined, who had need to have fomething given them ; 
« and it had been more honourable to have given them fomething, 
« than to fine them and fend them to prifon, fome of whom live up- 
‘ on the charity of others. What honour or grace can it be to thee 
‘ tocaft thy poor neighbours into prifon, who are peaceable; feeing 
‘ thou knoweft thefe people cannot do that which thou requireft of 
‘ them, if it were to fave their lives or all that they have ? Becaufe 
* in tendernefs they cannot take any oath, thou makeft that a fnare 
‘ tothem. What thinkeft thou do the people fay concerning this? — 
“ Weknow,” fay they, ‘‘ the Quakers principle that keep to Yea 
** and Nay ; but we fee others fwear and forfwear.” Many of you 
‘ have fworn firft one way and then another. So we leave it to the 
* Spirit of God in thy confcience, juftice Fleming, who waft fo 
‘ eager for the taking of George Fox, and fo offended with them 
* that had not taken him, and now haft fallen upon thy poor neigh- 
‘ bours. But, oh! where's thy pity for their poor, fatherlefs child- 
*‘ ren, and motherlefs infants? Oh! take heed of Herod’s hard- ~ 
‘ heartednefs, and cafting away all pity! Efau did fo, not Jacob. — 
* Here is alfo Thomas Walters, of Bolton, caft into prifon, and the 
7 oath. 
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€ oath impofed on him through thee, and for denying to fwear at all, . 1963: 
« in obedience to Chrift’s command, he is continued in prifon, who iene 
* hath five fmali children and his wife near down-lying. Surely, thou prifon. 
« fhouldeft take care for them alfo, and fee that his wife and {mail 

¢ children do not want, who are as fatherlefS and fhe as a widow 

¢ through thee. Doft thou not hear in thy ears the cry of the fa- 

¢ therlets, the cry of the widows, and the blood of the innocent 

¢ {peak, who through thee have been perfecuted to prifon, and are 

« now dead? Oh! heavy fentence at the day of judgment! How 

« wilt thou anfwer, when thou and thy works come to be judged, 

« when thou fhalt be brought before the judgmient-feat of the Al- 

« mighty, who in thy profperity. haft made widows and fatHerlefs 

« for righteoufnefs-fake, and for tendernefs of confcience towards 
¢.God? The Lord knows and fees it! O man! confider in thy 

« life-time how thou haft ftained thyfelf with the blood of the inno- 

« cent! When thou had’ft power and might’ft have done good 

* amongft thy peaceable neighbours, thou would’ft not; but uled’{t 

« thy power not to a good intent, but contrary to the Lord’s mind 

‘ and to the king’s. The king’s favour, mercy, and clemency to 

¢ fober people and tender confciences hath been manifefted by de- 

‘ clarations and proclamations, which thou haft abufed and flighted 

< by perfecuting his peaceable fubjeéts, At London and in other 

‘« parts the Quakers meetings are peaceable; and if thou look but as 

« far as Yorkfhire, where the plot hath been, friends innocency hath 

« cleared itfelf in the hearts of fober juftices; and for you here to 

‘ fall upon your peaceable neighbours and people, and to be rigorous 

¢ and violent againft them that are tender, godly, and righteous, it 

«is no honour to you. How many drunkards, fwearers, and 

« fighters, and fuch as are fubjecét to vice, have you caufed to be 

‘ brought before you to your courts? It were more honourable for 

*« you to look after fuch; for the law was not made for the righteous, 

‘ but for finners and tranfgreffors. Therefore confider, and be 

« humbled for thefe things; for the Lord may do to thee as thou 

« haft done to others ; and thou doft not know how foon there may 

« be acry in thy own family, as the cry is among{t thy neighbours, 

« of the fatherlefs and widows that are made fo through thee. But 

* the Quakers can and do fay, «‘ The Lord forgive thee, and lay not 

<* thefe things to thy charge, if it be his will.” 


Befides this, which went in the name of many, I fent him alfo a 
line or two, fubfcribed by myfelf only, and directed 


‘ To Daniel Fleming. 
‘ Friend, 


f Too haft imprifoned the fervants of the Lord, without 166% 
« 4. the breach of any law; therefore take heed what thou doft 

“« (for in the light of the Lord God thou art feen) left the hand of 

* the Lord be turned againft thee !’ 
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It was not long after this, ere Fleming’s wife died, and left him 
thirteen or fourteen motherlefs children. acts tel, Se 

When I was prifoner at Lancafter, there. was prifoner alfo one 
major Wiggan, a Baptift-preacher. _ He boafted much before-hand 
what he would fay at the affize, if the oath fhould be put to him; 
and that he would refufe to fwear.. But when the aflize came, and 
the oath was tendered him, he defired time to confider of it ; and that 
being granted him till the next affize, he got leaye to go to London 
before the affize came again, and ftaid at London till the. plague 
broke forth, and there both he and his wife were cut off. He wasa 
very wicked man, and the judgments of God came upon him; for 
he had publifhed a very wicked book againft friends, full of lies and 
blafphemies; the occafion of which was this. Whit he was in 
Lancafter caftle, he challenged friends to a difpute.. Whereupon ] 
got leave of the gaoler to go up tothem. And entering into dif- 
courfe with him, he affirmed, ‘ ‘That fome men never had the Spirit 
« of God, and that the true light, which enlighteneth every one that 
¢ cometh into the world, is natural.’ For proof of his firft affertion, 
he inftanced Balaam, affirming, ‘ Balaam had not the Spirit. of God.’ 
I affirmed and proved, ‘ That Balaam had the Spirit of God, and 
‘ that wicked men have the Spirit of God, elfe how could they | 
« quench it, vex it, grieve it, and refift the Holy Ghoft, like the 
« ftiff-necked Jews ?? To his fecond affertion, I anfwered, ¢ That 
< the true light, which enlighteneth every man that cometh into the 
© world, was the life in the world, and that was divine and eternal, 
« and not natural. And he might as well fay, the word was natural 
« as that the life in the word was natural, And wicked men were 
*« enlightened by this light, elfe how could they hate is? It is ex- 
« prefsly faid, they did hate it; and the reafon given why, was, ‘‘ be- 
«* ‘caufe their deeds were evil ;” and they would not come to it, be- 
« caufe it reproved them ; and that mu{t- needs be in them, which 
« reproved them. Befides, that light could not be the fcriptures of 
« the New-Teftament ; for it was teftified of before any part of the 


© New-Teftament was written ; fo it muft be by the Divine Light, 


‘ which is the Life in Chrift, the Word, before the {criptures were. 
‘ And the grace of God, which brought falvation, had appeared 
* unto all men, and taught the faints; but they, that turned from it 
into wantonnefs, and walked defpitefully againft the Spirit of 
Grace, were the wicked. Again, the Spirit of Truth, the Holy 
Ghoft, the Comforter, which leads the difciples of Chrift into all 


of judgment, and of their unbelief. So the wicked world had it 
to reprove them, and the true difciples and learners of Chrift, that 
believed in the light as Chrift commands, had it to lead them. But 

* the world that did not believe in the light, though they were 

‘ lighted, but hated the light which they fhould have believed in, . 
* and loved the darknefs rather than it, this world had a righteouf- 
* nefs and a judgment, which the Holy Ghoft.reproved them for, 
* as well as for their unbélief.’ Having proved, i the good and 
the bad were enlightened, that the Grace of God had appeared unto 


€ 

¢ 
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«€ 

* truth, the fame fhould reprove the world of fin, of righteoufnefs, 
€ 

« 
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all, and that all had the Spirit of God, elfe they could not vex and 


grieve 
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grieve it, I told major Wiggan, The leaft babe there might fe him; 1664. 
and prefently ftood up one Richard Cubham, and proved him an rhewet 
antichrift and a deceiver by {cripture. Then the gacler had me ptifon. 
away to my prifon again. Afterwards Wiggan wrote a book of this 
difpute, and put in abundance of abominable lies ; which was foon 
anfwered in print, and himfelf was not long after cut off, as afore- 
fad vie 

This Wiggan was poor, and while he was prifoner at Lancafter 
he fent into the country, and got money gathered for relief of the 
poor people of God in prifon ; and many people gave freely, think- 
ing it had been for us, when indeed it was for himfelf. But when 
_we heard of it, we laid it upon him, and wrote into the country, 
that friends might let the people know the truth of the matter, that 
it was not our manner to have collections made for us, and that tho 
collections were only for Wiggan and another, a drunken preacher of 
his fociety; who was fo drunk, that once he loft his breeches. 

After this it came upon me to write to the judges and other ma= 
giftrates concerning their ‘ giving evil words and nick-names to fuch 
< as were brought before them.’ Which was after this manner. 


* To all judges or other officers whatfoever in the whole world, 
‘ who profes yourfelves to be Chriftians. ; 

_ © Friends, . 
es HE REIN and by reading the fcriptures, ye may fee both your 
« £4 own words and behaviour, and the words and practice of both 

« Jews and Heathens, and of the King of Kings, the Great Law- 
* giver and Judge of the whole World. Firft, concerning the 
words and carriage of the Jews, when fome worthy of death were 
brought before the rulers amongft them. When Achan had taken 
the Babylonifh garment, the two hundred fhekels of filver, and thé 
wedge of gold of fifty fhekels weight, and Jofhua, who was then 
‘judge of Ifrael, had by the lot difcovered him, he did not call 
him, Sirrah, nor you Rafcal, Knave, Rogue, as fome, called 
Chriftian magiftrates, are too apt to do. But Jofhua faid unto 
Achan, ‘«* My fon.” Mark his clean language, favoury expreffion, 

‘ and gracious words. ‘‘ My fon,” faid he, “ give, I pray thee, 
«© glory to the Lord God of Ifracl, and make confeffion unto him, 
“and tell me now what thou haft done, hide it not from me.” 
« Then Achan confeffed, that he had finned againft the Lord God of 
« Ifrael, and thus and thus he had done. Then Jofhua, the judge, 
« faid, “ Why haft thou troubled Ifracl? The Lord hall trowblé 
“* thee this day; and they ftoned him and his with ftones, and 
‘< burned his goods with fire.” But there was no unfavoury word 
‘ given him that we read of, though he was worthy of death,’ 

~ Joth. vii. | 

‘ So when the man, that gathered fticks upon the fabbath-day, 

'* was taken and brought before Mofes, the judge of Ifrael, and put 
‘ in ward till the mind of the Lord was known concerning him, 
« we read not of any reviling language given him; but the Lord faid 
Qe : ~ : - ‘ to 
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« to Mofes, and Mofes to the people, «* The man fhall furely be put 
“© to death,” Numb. xv. 35. . 

‘ Likewife in the rebellion ef Corah, Dathan, and Abiram, 
« when Mofes called them to trial, he did not firrah them nor mif+ 
* name them ; but faid to Corah and the reft, ‘<< Hear, I pray-you, ye 
«¢ fons of Levi,” Numb. xvi. 8. And when he gave the fentence 
* againft them, he faid, «* If thefe men die the common death of 
«all men,” &c. -He did not fay, If thefe Rafcals or Knaves, as , 
‘ many that profefs themfelves Chriftians now do. 

« When Elihu {poke to Job, who was a judge, and to his friends, 
* and faid, <‘ Letme not, I pray you, accept of any man’s perfon, 
<« neither let me give flattering titles unto man, for F know not to 
<< give flattering titles ; in fo doing my Maker would foon take me 


<* away,” Jobxxxii. Job did not fay, ‘ Sirrah, hold thy tongue ;” 


nor gave him any unfavoury expreffion. The words of David, 
Solomon, and other kings and officers, fee in the books of the 


* Kings and Chronicles, the favoury language they gave to them that 


king, yet neither did David then or afterward, nor Solomon, when 
he caufed him to be put to death, give him any reproachful lan- 
guage, or fo much as call him Sirrah, 2 Sam. xvi. and 1 Kings i. 
‘ ¢ Read the prophecies of Ifaiah, Micah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and 
the reft of the prophets, who prophefied to different people, and 
againft rulers, kings, and magiftrates ; yet where can it be found, 
that they had any bad language given them, as Sirrah or the like, 


« were brought before them. Nay, though Shimei curfed David the 


‘ by any ruler either of the Jews or Heathens ?, Nay, though Jere- 


miah was caft into prifon, and into the dungeon, yet there was no 
fuch word as Sirrah or Knave given him, Jer. xxxvii. A So 
‘ Refpecting the words and carriage of the Heathens. When 
‘ Abraham was before Abimelech, who was a king, he gave Abra- 
« ham no unfavoury expreffions, Gen. xx. When Ifaac came before 
‘ Abimelech, he gave him no taunting language, Gen. xxvi. 
* When Jofeph was caft into prifon, and that in Egypt, we do not 
« read he had any railing language given him, Gen. xxxix, Neither 
* did Pharaoh, when Mofes and Aaron appeared before him, give 
‘ them bad language, as Sirrah, Knave, or the like. . . 
‘ When Nebuchadnezzar fentenced the three children to the fiery 
* furnace, there was no fuch language given them as Sirrah, Knave, 
Rafcal; but they werecalled by the names they were known by, Dan. iii. 
When Daniel was brought before king Darius, and fentenced to be 


< 
¢€ 
¢ caft into the lion’s den, he had no fuch ill names given him, as 
¢ 
‘ 


many give now, who call thofe Heathen rulers, but themfelves 
Chriftians. 
‘ If ye look into the New-Teftament, in the parable of the wed- 
ding-fupper, the king that came to view his guefts did not fay to him 
* that was found without a wedding-garment, ‘* Sirrah, how cameft - 
“ thou in hither?” but, “ Friend, how cameft thou in hither ?” 
‘ &c. though he was to be bound hand and foot, and < caft into 
“* utter darknefs,” Matth, xxii. Nay, when Judas had betrayed his 
‘ mafter, Jefus Chrift, the Lord of Life, and fold him to the priefts, 
* Chrift did not call him Sirrah, when he came to apprehend him, 
BP ok * but 


€ 
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but Friend, Matth. xxvi. 50. Stephen, in his examination, fens 1664. 
tence, and death had no fuch reproachful word given him, as 77 
Sirrah or Knave, Acts vi. & vii. chap.'. When the apoftles Peter prifon, 
and John were brought before the high-prieft and rulers of the 
Jews, and commanded not to preach in the name of Jefus, Adts iv. 
they were not called Sirrahs or Knaves, nor had any fuch ill names 
given them. When Paul and Silas were caft into prifon by the 
magiftrates, Acts xvi. they called them men, not Rogues, Sirrahs, 
nor Knaves. And when the magiftrates had done contrary to law 
they feared: So yé may fee how fhort of this example many are 
that call themfelves Chriftiah rulers, who are not afraid to caft in- 
nocent people into prifon, and give them ill names befides, below 
both Jews and Heathens. __ ; 
© When the uproar was atEphefus about Diana’s Shrine, Demetrius, ° 
who bore great fway among the craftfmen, did not. call Paul 
Sirrah, but Paul, Acts xix. When Paul was brought prifoner be- 
fore the high-prieft Ananias and the council of the Jews, and told 
them, “‘ He had lived in all good confcience towards God until that 
« day ;” though they, who profeffed the fcriptures but lived. out of 
the life of them, could not abide to hear of living in a good con- 
{cience, as profeffors of the {criptures now, that live not in the life, 
cannot abide to hear of living’ in a good confcience now-a-days ; 
but Ananias caufed Paul to be ‘* {mitten on the mouth ;” yet he did 
not call him Knavenor Sirrah, Acts xxiii. The apoftate Jews in- 
deed, who, though they profefled {cripture, were out of the life 
thereof, and had rejected Chrift, in accufing Paul before the 
Roman magiftrates, did once call him a Pettilent Fellow, Acts 
xxiv. as the accufing profeflors, who live out of the life, fome- 
times call us now. But neither Felix, Feftus, nor king Agrippa, 
‘in all their examinations, gave Paul any fuch words as Sirrah, 
Rafcal, Knave, or the like, but heard him patiently. So Chrif- 
tians may fee through all the fcriptures, when perfons were brought 
before rulers, kings, or magiftrates, whether Jews or Heathens, 
they did not ufe to call them evil names, as Sirrah, Rafcal, Knave, 
and the like. They had no fuch foul-mouth’d language in their 
courts. Nor did they ufe to fay to them, “ Sirrah,: put off your 
hat.” Now, ye that profefs chriftianity, and fay the “ {cripture 
is your rule,” may fee that more corrupt words proceed out of 
your mouths than either out of the Jews or Heathens, if ye will 
try your practice by the fcriptures; and doth not the apoftle tell 
you, that no corrupt communication fhould proceed out of your 
mouths? and that your words fhould be gracious? I query, 
Where and whence ye that call yourfelves Chriftians have got all 
thefe bad words and names, feeing neither God nor Chrift, the 
prophets, judges, kings, nor rulers ever gave any fuch names, fo 
far as appears by {cripture, either amongft Heathens, Jews, or 
Chriftians ? . 
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Before the next affizes there was a quarter-feffions held at Lan- 
cafter by the juftices. To which, though we were not brought, I . 
et ; 4 Z put 


| 36€ 
"1662? 


Lancafter 
prifon. 


- 


GEORGE FOXs*JOURNAL © 
pst friends upon drawing up an account of their fufferings, and lay- 


ing them before the juftices in their open feflions. Por friends had 
fuffered deeply by fines and diftreffes, the bailiffs and officers making 


great havock and {poil of their goods; but no redrefs was afforded. 


-And becaufe fome evil-minded magiftates would tell us fometimes 
of the late plot in the north, we gave forth the following paper to 
ftop their mouths, and to clear truth and friends therefrom. 


-£ A Teftimony from the people of God, whom the wortd calls — 


« Quakers, to all the magiftrates and oificers of what fort fo- 
« ever, from the higheft to the loweft. 


¢ We are peaceable, and feek the peace, good, and welfare of all, 
jus as in-our lives.and peaceable carriages is manifefted, and we 
« defire the eternal good of all, and their fouls everlafting peace. We 
« are become heirs of the bleffing before the curfe was, and of the power 


~ € of God before the devil was, and before the fall of man. We are 


“ heirs of the gofpel of peace, which is the power of God ; we are 
« heirs of Chrift, who have inherited him and-his everlafting king- 


« dom, and do pofiefs the power of an endlefs life. Knowing this 


‘ our portion and inheritance, this is to take off all jealoufies out of 
« your minds, and out of the minds of all concerning us, that all 
‘ plots and confpiracies, plotters and confpirators againft the king, 
‘« and all aiders-or affifters thereunto we always did and do utterly 
« deny to. be of, us, or to be of the fellowfhip of the gofpel, of 
¢ Chrift’s kingdom, or his fervants. For Chrift faid, «* His king- 
«* dom. was not of this world, if it were his fervants would fight.” 


‘€ Therefore, he bid Peter, <<. put up his fword; for,” faid he, ** he 


‘that taketh the fword fhall perith by the fword.” Here is the 
* faith and. patience of the faints, to bear and fuffer all things, 
« knowing vengeance is the Lord’s, and he will repay it to them 
‘« that hurt his people and wrong the innocent; therefore cannot we 
‘ avenge but fuffer for his name’s fake. We know that the Lord 
« will judge the world in righteoufnefs according to their deeds, and 


that, when every one fhall.give an account to him of the “« deeds 


<« done in the body,” then will the Lord give every man according 


€ to his works, whether they be good or evil. Chrift faith, he 


« came not to ‘* deftroy men’s lives ;”” and when his difciples would 
« have had “ fire. to come down .from heaven,” to have confumed 


-© thofe: that .did not receive him, he told them, “* They knew not 


<< what fpirit they were of,” they would have men’s lives deftroyed ; 
< therefore she rebuked them, and told them, “‘ That he came 
<< not to deftroy men’s lives, but to favethem.” We are of Chriit’s. 


.£ mind, who is,the great prophet, whom all ought to hear in all 
~¢ things, who commandeth his, ‘ If they ftrike thee on one cheek 


“© turn the other, and render to no man evil for evil.” This- 
‘‘dotrine of his we have learned, and not only confefs him in 
© words, but follow his do¢trine ; and therefore we fuffer all manner 
‘ of reproaches, {candals,. flanders,. {poiling of goods, buftetings, 


_ owhippings, ftripes, and imprifonments for thefe many years, and ~ 


can fay, “* The Lord forgive them that have thus ferved us, and 
46 lay 


. 
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« Jay not thefe things to their charge!” We know the Jews out- 1664. 
ward iword, by which they cut down the Heathen outwardly, was cua 
a type of the inward {word of the Spirit, which cuts down the in- prifon. 
ward Heathen, the raging nature in people. The blood of bulls, 
lambs, rams, and other offerings, and that priefthood which 

offered. them, together with. other things in the law, were types 
of Chrift, the one. offering, and of his blood, who is the 
everlafting. prieft. and. covenant, our life, and way to God, 
the. great. prophet and fhepherd, the head of his church, and the 
great bifhop of our fouls, whom we witnefs come ; he doth over- 
fee and. keep his flock. For in Adam, in the fall, we know the 
{triving, quarrelling, unpeaceable {pirits are at enmity one with an- 

-other, and not in peace; but in Chrift Jefus, the fecond Adam, 
that never fell, is peace, reft, and life. The do€rine of Chrift; 
who never finned, is to ** love one another,” and thofe who are in 
this doétrine, hurt no man, in which we are, in Chrift, who is 
our life. Therefore it is well for you to diftinguifh betwixt the 
precious and the vile, between them that fear God and ferve him 
and them that do not, and to puta difference between the innocent 
and the guilty, between him that is holy and pure and the ungodly 
and prophane ; for they that do not fo, bring troubles, burdens, 
and forrows upon themfelves. ‘This we write in love to your fouls, 

that ye may confider thefe things; for thofe that hate enemies, 
and one another, we cannot fay they are of God, nor in Chrift’s 
doétrine, but .are oppofers of it. And fuch as wreftle with flefh 
and blood, with carnal weapons, are gone into the flefh out of the 

Spirit. They are not in our fellowfhip in the Spirit, in which is 
the bond of peace, neither are they of us, nor have we unity with © 
them in their flefhly ftate, and with their carnal weapons. For 

our unity and fellowfhip ftands in the gofpel, which is the power 
of God, before the devil was, the liar, the murdérer, the man- 
flayer, andthe envious. Chrift’s mind and his doétrine being to 
fave men’s lives, we who are of Chrift’s mind are out of and above 
thefe things. Our defire is, that in the fear of the Lord ye may 
live, that therein ye may receive God’s wifdom, by which all 
things were created, that by it all may be ordered to his glory. 

‘ This is from them that love all your fouls, and feek 
* your eternal good.’ , 
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- Being prifoner in Lancafter caftle, a deep fenfe came upon nie of Lancafter 
a day of fore trial and exercife that was come and coming upon all cattle. 
who had been high in profeffion of religion ; and I was moved to 
- give forth the following paper as a warning to fuch: 


* \] O W is the day that every one’s faith and love to God and 
Sst Chrift. will be tried ; who are redeemed out of the earth, and 
4, who are in the earth will be manifefted; who is the mafter they 
& ferve, and whether they will run to the mountains to cover them. 

*« Now will it appear who are the {tony-ground, who are’ the thorny- 
_ * ground, and who are the high-way-ground, in whom the fowls 
‘of the air take away the feed, the thorns and cares of the world 
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¢ choke, and the heat of perfecution feorches and burns up your 
« green blade; for the day trieth all things. Therefore let not fuch 
‘ as forfake truth for faving the earth fay, that your brother prieft 
« only “ ferveth not the Lord Jefus Chrift but his own belly, and 
«¢ mindeth earthly things ;” for themfelves alfo do the fame, do 


‘ hug and embrace felf and not the Lord. Now it will be made ma- 
« nifeft who is every one’s God, Chrift, and Saviour, and their love 


-€ will be manifeft, whether it be of the world or the love of God ; 


‘ for if it be the love of the world, it is enmity, and the enmity will 
« manifeft itfelf what it is; and the day will try every fpirit and his 
“< fruits. Therefore, my dear friends, in the everlafting feed of God 
‘ live, that is over all the houfe of Adam‘and his works in the fall ; 
‘ dwelling in the feed, Chrift, that never fell, in him you all have 
‘ virtue, life, and peace, and through him ye will overcome all that 


‘ is in the fall. 
cue FS 


I wrote alfo another fhort epiftle to friends, to warn them to keep 
out of that fpirit that wrought in John Perrot and his company 
againft the truth. 


* Dear friends, 


¢ iB hae in the love of God, and in his righteoufnefs, that will 


preferve you above all unclean and changeable fpirits, that 
dwell not in the truth but in quarrels. Avoid fuch, and keep your 
habitations in the truth. Dwell in the truth, and in the word of 
God, by which ye are reconciled to him. Keep your meetings in 
the name of Jefus Chrift, who never fell; then you will fee over 
all the gatherings of Adam’s fons and daughters, you being met in 
the life over them all, in which is your unity, peace, and fellow- 
fhip with God, and one with another, in the life, wherein ye may 
enjoy God’s prefence among you. So remember me to all friends 
in the everlafting feed of God. All that are got into fellowfhip in 
outward things, their fellowfhip will corrupt, and wither away. 
Therefore live in the gofpel, the power of God, which power of 
God the gofpel was before the devil was. This fellowfhip in the 
gofpel, the power of God, is a myftery to all the fellowfhips in the 
world. So look over all outward fufferings, and eye the Lord and 
the Lamb, who is the Firft and Laft, the Amen ; in whom fare- 
well. 
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In the fixth month the affizes were held again at Lancafter, and 
the fame judges, Twifden and Turner, came that circuit again ; but 


. judge Turner then fate on the crown-bench, fo I was brought be- 
fore him. _ Before I was called to the bar, I was put among mur- 
. derers and felons for about the fpace of two hours, the people, the 
- juttices, and the judge alfo gazing upon me. After they had tried 
_feveral others, they called me to the bar, and impanelhed a jury. 
- Then the judge afked the juftices, ‘ Whether they had tendered me 


« the oath at the feffions ?? They faid, *‘ They had.’ Then he bid, 
5 | « Give 
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Give them the book, that they might fwear they had tendered me 
the oath at the feffions.’ They faid, * They had.’ Then he bid 


the oath according to the indictment.’ Some of the juftices refufed 
to be fworn; but the judge faid, he would have it done to take 
away all occafion of exception. When the jury were {worn, and the 
juftices had fworn ‘ they had tendered the oath according to the in- 
‘ di€tment,’ the judge afked me, ‘ Whether I had not refufed the 
*« oath at the laft affizes ? Ifaid, « I never took an oath in my life, 
* and Chrift, the Saviour and Judge of the World, faid, ‘* Swear 
<* not at all.” ‘The judge feemed not to take notice of my anf{wer ; 
but afked me, ¢ Whether or no I had not refufed to take the oath at 
*« the laft affize?’ I faid, ‘ The words that I then fpoke to them 
‘ were, That if they could prove, either judge, juftices, prieft, or 
‘ teacher, that after Chrift and the apoftle had forbidden {wearing, 
‘ they commanded that Chriftians fhould fwear, I would f{wear.’ 
The judge faid, ‘ He was not at that time to difpute whether it was 
‘ lawful to fwear, but to inquire whether I had refufed to take the 
‘ oath or no.’ Itold him, ‘ Thofe things mentioned in the oath, as 
<< plotting againft the king, and owning the pope’s or any other 
** foreign power,” I utterly deny.’ < Well,’ faid he, ¢ you fay 
‘ well in that; but did you deny to take the oath ? What fay you?” 
‘ What would’ft thou have me to fay?’ faidI, ‘ for I have told 
« thee before what I did fay.” Then he afked me, ‘ If I would have 
© thefe men to fwear that I had taken the oath?’ I afked him, < If 
© he would have thofe men to fwear that I had refufed the oath ?’ 
At which the court burft out into laughter. I was grieved to fee fo 
much lightnefs in a court, where fuch folemn matters are handled, 
and thereupon afked him, ‘ If this court was a play-houfe? Where 
‘ is gravity and fobriety,’ faid I; ¢ for this behaviour doth not be- 
‘ come you.’ Then the clerk read the indictment, and I told the 
judge, ‘ I had fomething to {peak to it; for I had informed myfelf 


‘ of the errors that were init.’ He told-me, ‘ He would hear me 


* afterward any reafons that I could allege why he fhould not give . 


‘ judgment.’ Then I fpoke to the jury, and told them, ‘ They 
© could not bring me in guilty according to that indictment ; for the 
« indiétment was wrong laid, and had many grofs errors in it.’ The 
judge faid, « I muft not fpeak to the jury, but he would {peak to 
« them ;’ and he told them, ‘ I had denied to take the oath at the 
« laft affizes, and,’ faidhe, ‘ I can tender the oath to any man now, 
« and premunire him for not taking it ;’ and,’ he faid, * they muft 
« bring me in guilty, feeing I refufed to take the oath.’ ‘ Then,’ 
faid I, < what do ye do with a form? Ye may throw away your 
‘ form then.’ And I told the jury, ‘ It lay upon their confciences, 
* as they would anfwer it to the Lord God before his judgment-feat.’ 
Then the judge fpoke again to the jury, and I called to him to ‘ do 
‘ me juftice.” The jury brought mein guilty. Whereupon I told 

them, ‘ That both the juftices and they had forefworn themfelves, 

« and therefore they had {mall caufe to laugh as they did a little be- 

‘ fore.’ Oh! the envy, rage, and malice, that appeared againft 

me, aad the lightnefs; but the Lord confounded them, and they 

“ ; Oh ake : were 
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were wonderfully ftopped. So they fet me afide, and called up 
Margaret Fell, who had a great deal of good fervice amongft them, 
and then the court broke up near.the fecond hour. oki 

In the afternoon we were brought again to have fentence pafied 
upon us. Margaret Fell defired fentence might be deferred till the 
next morning. ‘ I defired nothing but law and juftice at his hands, 
* for the thieves had mercy; only I requefted the judge to fend fome 
* to fee my prifon, which was fo bad they would put no creature 
« they had in it; and I told him, thatcolonel Kirby, who was then - 
«on the bench, faid, <* I fhould be locked up, and no fleth alive 
«¢ fhould come to me.” The judge fhook his head, and ;faid, 


.¢ When the fentence was given, he would leave me to the favour of 


‘.the gaoler.’ Moft of the gentry of the country were gathered to- 
gether, expecting to hear the fentence; and the noife amongft the 
people was, ¢ That I fhould be tranfported.’ But they were all 
crofiled at that time; for the fentence’ being deferred till next 
morning, I was had to prifon again.. Upon my complaining of the 
badnefs of my prifon, fome of the juftices, with colonel Kirby, 
went up to fee it; but when they came, they durft hardly goin, the 
floor was fo bad and dangerous, and the place fo open to wind and 
rain. Some that came up faid, ‘ Sure it was a Jakes-houfe.’, When 
colonel Kirby faw it, and heard what others faid of it, heexculed 
the matter as well as he could, faying, < Ifhould be removed ere it 
« was long to fome more convenient place.’ | 
~ Next day, towards the eleventh hour, we were called again to 
hear the fentence ; and Margaret Fell, being called firft to the bar, 
the had counfel to plead, who found many errors in her indictment ; 
whereupon, after the judge had acknowledged them, fhe was fet 
by. Then the judge afked, ‘ What they could fay to mine?’ I was 
not willing to let any man plead for me, but to {peak to it myfelf; 
and indeed, though Margaret had fome that pleaded for her, yet the 
{poke as much herfelf as {he would. But before I came to the bar, I. 
was moved in my fpirit to pray, ‘ That God would confound their 
« wickednefs and envy, fet his truth over all, and exalt his feed.’ 
‘Che Lord heard and anfwered, and’ did confound them in their pro~ 
ceedings againft me. And though they had moft envy againft me, 
vet the moft grofs errors were found in my indictment. 

I having put by others from pleading for me, the judge afked me, 
« What I had to fay, why he fhould not pafs fentence upon me ?” 
i told him, « I was no lawyer ; but I had much to fay if he would 
« but have patience to hear.’ At that he laughed, and_ others 
laughed alfo,.and faid, ‘ Come, what have you to fay? He can 
« fay nothing.’ *‘ Yes,’ faid I, ‘.I have much to fay ; have but the 
‘. patience to hear me.’ why: 

I afked him, ‘ Whether the oath was to be tendered to the king’s 
“ fubjects, or to the fubjects of foreign princes’ He faid, ‘ To 
* the fubjects of this realm.’. Then faid I, ‘ Look into the indigt- 


_ & ment, ye may fee that ye have left out the word Subje@; fo not 


« having named me in the indictment as a fubject, ye cannot pre- 
* munire me for not taking an oath.’. Then they looked over the 
ftatute and the indi€tment, and faw it was-as I faid ; and the. judge 

en ay | confefled - 
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- confeffed it was an error. ~ I told him, « [had fomething elfe to ftop 1654. _ 
‘ his judgment,’ and defired him to look what day the indi@tment rireMfer 
{aid the oath was tendered to me at the feflions there. They looked, affizes. 
and faid, * It was the eleventh day of January.’ ‘ What day of the 
« week was the feffions held on,’ faidI? ‘¢ On a Tuefday,’ faid | 
they. Then faid I, « Look your Almanacks, and fee whether there 
« was any feffions held at Lancafter on the eleventh day of January, fo 
‘ called?’ So they looked, and found that the eleventh day was the 
day called ‘Monday, and. that the feffions was on the day called 
Tuefday, which was the twelfth day of that month. ‘¢ Look now, 
faidI, ‘ye have indicted me for refufing the oath in the quarter- 
* feflions held at Lancafter on the eleventh day of January laft, and 
‘ the juftices have fworn that they tendered me the oath in open 
‘ feffions here that day, and the jury upon their oaths have found me 
* guilty thereupon; and yet ye fee there was no {effion held in Lan- 
* cafter that day.’ Then the judge, to cover the matter, afked, 
‘ Whether the feffions did not begin on the eleventh day ? But 
fome in the court anfwered, ‘ No; the feffion held but one day, and 
« that was the twelfth.’ Then the judge faid, ‘ This was a great 
* miftake and an error.’ Some of the juitices were in a great rage at 
this, ftamped, and faid, « Who hath done this? Some body hath 
* done this on purpofe ;’ and a great heat was amongft them. Then 
faid I, « Are not the juftices here, that have fworn to this indict+ 
« ment, forfworn men in the face of the country? But this is not 
* all,’ faid I, « I have more yet to offer why fentence fhould not be 
* given againft me.’ J afked, ‘ In what year of the king the laft 
* aflize here was holden, which was in the month called March laft ?? 
The judge faid, * It was in the fixteenth year of the king.’ But,’ 
faidI, ‘ the indi€tment fays, it was in the fifteenth year.’ They 
looked, and found it fo. This alfo was acknowledged to be another 
error. Then they were all in a fret again, and could not tell what 
to fay; for the judge had fworn the officers of the court, that the 
oath was tendered to me at the aflize mentioned in the indictment. 
‘« Now,’ faid I, * is not the court here forfworn alfo, who have 
© fworn that the oath was tendered to me at the affize holden here 
* in the fifteenth year of the king, when it was in his fixteenth year, 
‘ and fo they have fworn a year falfe ?? The judge bid them look 
whether Margaret Fell’s indictment was fo or no. They looked, 
and found it was not fo. I told the judge, « Thad more yet to offer 
* to ftop fentence ;’ and afked him, ‘ Whether all the oath ought to 
. © be put into the indictment or no?’ < Yes,’ faid he, ‘ it ought to 
‘ be all put in.’ * Then,’ faid I, ‘ compare the indi&ment with 
« the oath, and there thou mayeft fee thefe words; viz. [or by any 
* authority derived, or pretended to be derived from him or his fee] 
« left out of the indi@tment, which is a principal part of the oath 5 
* and in another place the words [heirs and fucceffors] are left out.’ 
The judge acknowledged thefe alfo to be great errors. ‘ But,’ 
faid I, * I have fomething further to allege.’ ‘ Nay,’ faid the 
judge, <I have enough, you need fay no more.’ < If,’ faid I, « thou 
‘ haft enough, I defire nothing but law and juftice at thy hands; for 
ied don't look for mercy.’ ‘* You mutt have juftice,’ faid he, * and 
4. * you 
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¢ you fhall have law.’ Then I afked, ‘ Am I at liberty, and freé 
‘ from all that ever hath been. done againft me in this matter? 
« Yes,’ faid the judge, ‘ you are free from all that hath been done 
‘ againft you. But then,’ ftarting up in arage, he faid, * Ican put 
‘ the oath to any man here, and I will tender you the oath again.” 
I told him, *« He had examples enough yefterday of fwearing and 
« falfe-fwearing both in the juftices and in the jury ; for I faw before 
‘ mine eyes that both juftices and jury had forfworn themfelves.” 
The judge afked me, ‘ If I would take the oath?’ I anfwered, 
< Do me juftice for my falfe imprifonment all this while ; for what 
« have I been imprifoned fo long for ? I told him, I-ought to be fet 
‘ at liberty.” * Youare at liberty,’ faid he, « but I will put the oath 
‘ to you again.’ Then I turned about, and faid, ‘ All people, take 
“ notice this is a fnare, for I ought to be fet free from the gaoler and 
‘ from this court.’ But the judge cried, * Give him the book,’ and 
the theriff and the juftices cried, * Give him the book.’ Then the 
power of darknefs rofe up in them, like a mountain, and a clerk 
lifted up a book to me. I ftood ftill, and faid, < If it be a Bible, 
“ give it me into my hand.’ ‘ Yes, yes,’ faid the judge and juftices, 
¢ give it him into his hand.’ So I took it, and looked into it, and 


' faid, « I fee it is a Bible, I am glad of it.’ He had caufed the jury 
to be called, and they ftood by; for after they had brought intheir  - 


former verdiét, he would not difmifs them though they defired it, but 
told them, ‘ He could not difmifs them yet, he fhould have bufinefs 
« for them ; therefore they muft attend, and be ready when they 
“ were called.’ When he faid fo, I felt his intent, that if I was 
freed, he would come on again. SoI looked him in the face, and the 
witnefs of God ftarted up in him, and made him blufh when he 
looked at me again ; for he faw that I difcovered him. Neverthelefs 
hardening himfelf, he caufed the oath to be read to me, the jury ftand- 
ing by. When it wasread, he afked me, ‘ Whether I would take 
‘ the oath or no? Then faid I, *‘ Ye have given me a book here to 
* kifs, and to fwear on; and this book which ye have given me to 
‘ kifs, fays, <* Kifs the Son;’ and the Son fays in this book, 
«« Swear not at all ;” and fo fays alfo the apoftle James. I fay as the 
‘ book fays, yet ye imprifon me. How chance ye do not imprifon 
* the book for faying fo? How comes it that the book is at liberty 
* amongft you, which bids me not to fwear, and yet ye imprifon me 
‘ for doing as the book bids me?’ I was {peaking this tothem, and 
held up the Bible open in my hand, to fhew them the place where 
Chrift forbade fwearing, they plucked the book out of my hand, and 
the judge faid, ‘ Nay, but we will imprifon George Fox.’ Yet this 
got abroad over all the country as a by-word, ‘ That they gave me a 
* book to {wear on that commanded me ‘* not to fwear at all ;” and 
‘ that the Bible was at liberty, and I in prifon for doing as the Bible 
* faid.’ When the judge {till urged me to fwear, I told him, ¢ I 
* never took oath, covenant, nor engagement in my life; but my 
‘ yea or nay was more binding to me than an oath was to many 
* others; for had they not had experience how little men regarded 
* an oath ? and how they had fworn one way and then another ? and 
* how the juftices and court had forfworn themfelves now ? I told, 

/ ‘ him, 
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© fenfe of a tender confcience, they would confider, that it was in Lancafter 
‘*obedience to, Chrift’s command that I could not fwear. But,’ {aid aflizes. 


I, if any of you can convince me, that, after Chrift and the 
<,apoftle had commanded not to fwear, they altered that command, 
'€ and commanded Chriftians to fwear, ye fhall fee I will fwear.’ 
. There being many priefts by, I faid, ¢ If ye cannot do it, let your 
_ priefts ftand up and do it.’ But not one of the priefts made anfwer. 
‘Oh!’ faid the judge, < all the world cannot convince you.’ *¢ No,’ 
faid 1,‘ how is it like the world fhould convince me? = “* The 
«< whole world lies in wickednefs.” Bring out your fpiritual men, 
* as'ye call them, to convince me.’ Then both the fheriff and the 
judge faid, < The angels fwore in the Revelations.’ I replied, 
-€ When God bringeth his firft-begotten Son into the world, he faith, 
‘« Let all the angels of God worfhip him ;” and he faith, “* Swear 
<< not at all.” <‘ Nay,’ faidthe judge, < I will not difpute.’ Then 
I fpoke to the jury, telling them, ‘ It was for Chrift’s fake that I 
* could not fwear, and therefore I warned them not to act contrary to 
that of God in their confciences ; for before his judgment-feat they 
muft all be brought.’ Itoldthem, < As for plots, and perfecution 
for religion and popery, I deny them in my heart; for Il ama 
Chriftian, and fhall thew forth chriftianity amongft you this day. 
‘ It is for Chrift’s doctrine I ftand.’ More words I had both with the 
judge and jury before the gaoler took me away. 

In the afternoon I was brought up again, and put among the 
thieves a pretty while, where I itood with my hat on till the gaoler 
took it off. Then the jury having found this new indictment againft 
me ‘ for not taking the oath,’ I was called to the bar, and the judge 
afked me, ‘ What I would fay for myfelf?’ Ibid them read the in- 
dictment; for I would not anfwer to that which I did not hear. 


Ral n ~ n 


The clerk read it, and as he read the judge faid, ‘ Take heed it be 


‘ not falfe again;’ but he read it in fuch a manner, that I could 
hardly underftand what he read. When he had done, the judge 
aiked me, ‘ What I faid to the indi@tment ?’ I told him, ‘ At once 
hearing fo large a writing read, and that at fuch a diftance, that I 
could not diftinétly hear all the parts of it, I could not well tell what 


a 


time to confiderof it, I fhould anfwer it.’ This put them to a little 
ftand ; but after a while the judge afked me, < What time I would’ 
have ?’ I faid, ‘ Tillthe next affize.’ ‘ But,’ faid he, ‘ what plea will 
yenow make? Are ye guilty, or not guilty?’ I faid, ‘ lamnot guilty 
at all of denying to {wear obftinately and wilfully; andas for thofe 
things mentioned in the oath, as jefuitical plots and foreign powers, 
I utterly deny them in my heart. IfI could take any oath I fhould 
take that ; but I never took any oath in my life.’ The judge an- 
{wered, * I {aid well; but,’ faid he, ‘ the king is fworn, the par- 
‘ liament is fworn, I am fworn, and the juftices are {worn, and the. 
_¢ law is preferved by oaths.’ I told him, ‘ They had fufficient expe-. 
‘ rience of men’s {wearing, and he had feen how the juftices and jury, 
« had {worn wrong the other day ; and if he had readin the book of 
* martyrs how many of them had petuled to fwear, both in.the Bie 
5 - 5 F € ra) 
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to fay toit; but if he would let me have a copy of it, and give,me 


374 
° 1664. 


Lancafter 
ZCSe 


Lancafter 
prifon. 


Lancafter 
affizes. 


GEORGE FOX's: JOURNAL. 


‘ of the ten perfecutions and in bifhop Bonner’s days, he might fee, 
‘ that to deny fwearing in obedience to Chrift’s command was no 
‘ new thing.’ He faid, « He wifhed the laws were. otherwife.’ I 
faid, « Our yea is yea, and our nay is nay; and if we tranfgrefs our 
‘ yea or our nay, let us fuffer'as they do, or fhould do, that fwear 
‘ falfely.’ This, I told him, we had offered to the king, and the 
king faid, ¢ It was reafonable.’ iT 
After fome further difcourfe, they committed me to prifon again, 
there to lie till the next affize ; and colonel Kirby gave order to the 
gaoler, ‘ To keep me clofe, and fuffer no flefh alive to come at me ; 
« for I was not fit,’ he faid, * to be difcourfed with by men.’ I was 
put into a tower, where the {moke of the other prifoners came 
up fo thick, it ftood.as dew upon the walls, and fometimes it was 
fo thick that I could hardly fee the candle when it burned ; and I 
being locked under three locks, the under-gaoler, when the fmoke 
was great, would hardly be perfuaded to come up to unlock one. of 
the uppermoft doors, for fear of the fmoke, fo that I was almoft 
{mothered. Befides it rained in. upon my bed, and many times, 
when I went to ftop out the rain in the cold winter-feafon, my fhirt 
was as wet as muck with the rain that came in: upon me while I was 
labouring to ftop it out. And, the place being high and open) to the 
wind, fometimes as faftas I ftopped it the wind blew it out again. 
In this manner did I lay all that long cold winter till the next affize ; 
in which time. I was fo ftarved with cold and rain, that my body was 
greatly fwelled, and my limbs much benumbed. . | 
The affize began the 16th of the month called March 1664-5: 
The fame judges, Twifden and Turner, coming that circuit again; 
judge Twifden fat this time on the crown-bench, and before him I 
was brought. I had informed myfelf of the errors in this indi€tment 
alfo. For though at the affize before, judge Turner faid to the 
officers in court, ‘ Pray, fee that all the oath be in the indi¢tment, 


_¢ and that the word Subject be in, and that the day of the month 


« and year of the king be put in right ; for itis a fhame that fo many 
‘ errors fhould be feen and found in the face of the country.’ Yet 
many errors, and thofe great ones, were in this indittment as well © 
as in the former. Surely the hand of the Lord was in it, to confound 
their mifchievous work againft me, and to blind them therein ; info 
much that although,. after. the indictment was drawn at the former 
affize, the judge examined it himfelf, and tried it with the clerks, 
yet the word Subject was left out of this inditment alfo, the day of 
the month was put in wrong, and feveral material words of the oath 
were left out ; yet they went on confidently again{ft me, thinking all 
was fafe and well. When I was fet to the bar, and the jury called 
over to be fworn, the clerk afked me, Firft, « Whether I had any 
* objection to make againft any of the jury?’ Itold him, « Iknew 
“none of them.’ Then, having fworn the jury, they fwore three 
of the officers of the court, to prove, ‘ ‘That the oath was tendered. 
“to me at the laft affizes, according to the indictment.’ « Come, 
“.come,’ faid the judge, ‘ it was not done in a corner.’ Then he 
afked me, ¢ What I had faid to it ? or, Whether I had taken the’ 
‘ oath at the laft affize ?* I told him what I had formerly faid to 
me 5 i ; them, 
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them, as it now came to my remembrance. Whereupon the judge | 1°64. 
faid, « I will not difpute with you but in point of law.’ ‘* Then,’ pincater 
faid I, < I have fomething to {peak to the jury concerning the in- afizes. 
« di&ment.’ He told me, * I muft not fpeak to the jury; but if I . 
‘ had any thing to fay, I muft fpeak to him.’ I afked him, 
Whether the oath was to be tendered to the king’s fubjects only, 
or to the fubjeéts of foreign princes?’ He replied, * To the fub- 
jects of this realm ; for I will {peak nothing to you,’ faid he, * but 
in point of law.’ * Then,’ faid I, * look in the indictment, and 
thou mayeft fee the word Subje@t is left out of this indi€&tment 
alfo. ‘Therefore, feeing the oath is not to be tendered to any but 
the fubjeéts of this realm, and ye have not put me in as a fubjedt, 
the court is to take no notice of this indi€tment.’ I had no fooner 
{poke thus, but the judge cried, ‘ Take him away, gaoler, take 
« him away.’ So I was prefently hurried away. The gaoler and 
people looked when I fhould be called for again; but I was never 
brought to the court any more, though I had many other great errors 
to aflign in the indi€tment. After I was gone, the judge afked the 
jury, ‘If they were agreed?’ “They faid, ‘ Yes;’ and found for the 
king againft me, as I was told. But I was never called to hear 
fentence given, nor was any given againft me that I could hear of. 
I underftand, when they looked narrowly into the indictment, they 
faw it was not good ; and the judge having {worn the officers of ‘the 
court, that the oath was tendered me at the affize before, fuch a 
day, according as was {et in the indictment, and that being the 
wrong day, I fhould have proved the officers of the court forefworn 
men again, if the judge would have fuffered me to plead to the in- 
diétment ; which was thought to be the reafon why he hurried me 
away fo foon. The judge had paffed fentence of premunire upon 
Margaret Fell before I was brought in; and it feems, when I was 
hurried away, they recorded me as a premunired perfon, though I 
was never brought to hear the fentence, nor knew of it; which was 
very illegal. For they ought not only to have had me prefent to 
hear the fentence given, but alfo to have afked'me firft, « What I 
‘ could fay why fentence fhould not be given againft me?’ But 
they. knew I had fo much to fay they could not give fentence if they 
heard me. . 
~ While I was prifoner in Lancafter caftle, there was great noife Lancafter 
and talk of the Turk’s overfpreading Chriftendom, and great fears prifon. 
entered many. But one day, as I was walking in my prifon- 
chamber, ‘ I faw the Lord’s power turn againft him, and that he 
« was turning back again.’ I declared to fome what the Lord had 
let me fee, when there were fuch fears of his over-running Chriften- 
dom ; and within a month after the news came down, wherein it was 
mentioned, ‘ They had given him a defeat.’ 

Another time, as I was walking in my chamber, ‘with my eye to 
the Lord, <I faw the angel of the Lord, with a glittering“drawn 
‘ {word ftretched fouthward, as though the court had been all on a 
‘ fire.’ Not long after the wars broke out with Holland, the fick- 
nefs broke forth, and afterwards the fire of London; fo the Lord’s 
fword was drawh indeed. : 
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By reafon of my long and clofe imprifonment in fo bad a place, 
I was become very weak of body; but the LorJl’s power was over 
all, fupported me through all, and enabled me to do fervice for him, 
and for his truth and people, as the place would admit. For while 
I was in Lancafter prifon, I anfwered feveral books, as the Mafs, 
the Common-prayer, the Directory, and the Church-faith ; which | 
are the four chief religions that are got up fince the apoftles days. 
And there being feveral friends in prifon at Lancafter and other 


_prifons for not paying tithes, I was moved to publifh the following 


lines concerning tithes : 4 


4 i the time of the law, thofe that did not bring their tithes into 
« & the ftore-houfe robbed God; then there was not meat in their 
* houfe; therefore the Lord commanded, ‘ To bring: them into his 
«- houfe, that there might be meat in the ftore-houfe,. which was to 
“© feed the fatherlefs, ftranger, and widow.” But thefe priefts who 
are counterfeits, who take people’s tithes now by a law, are from 
the beaft; and if they will not pay them, they prifon them, or 
make them pay treble. Thefe rob the poor, rob the fatherlefs, 
and the ftranger and widow are not filled: fo their cry 1s gone u 
to heaven againft thefe. Many are made almoft beggars by tele 
opprefling priefts, their cattle and corn being taken away from 
them, and they caft into prifon. Others are fued at law by the 
priefts, and have treble damage taken from them; yet fuch priefts 
are cried up to be minifters of the gofpel. Though when the un- 
changeable prieft was come, the priefthood that was changeable 
was denied, as we now deny thefe. But if any be moved to cry 
againft them, they are ftocked, beat, or imprifoned. Many are 
now in prifon at Lancafter and other places bya national law, the. 
like whereof was never done by the law of God delivered to 
Mofes. We do not read that under Mofes’s law any fuffered im- 
prifonment, or fpoiling of goods for not paying tithes, or was to 
pay treble damage. Surely, furely, the cry for vengeance will be 
heard, which arifes from the oppreffed fouls that lie under the 
altar. There are many prifoners at Kendal, becaufe they cannot 
pay tithes, as captain Ward,-Thomas Robertfon, and the widow 
Garland, who hath many fmall children: thefe fuffer becaufe 
they cannot pay tithes. Others there are in Kendal prifon, who 
were moved of the Lord to fpeak to the priefts, whereof one was 
moved to go in fackcloth, and of late with afhes upon her head. 
Others have been moved to go in fackcloth, as a lamentation for 
the miferable eftate of this nation, feeing fo many crying up of the 
preaching of the gofpel, and yet fo much ftrife, debate, oaths, 
and diffenfion among people. But where the gofpel is received in-, | 
deed, ftrife and contention are ended, and oppreffion is taken off. 
Oh! the land mourns, becaufe of the oppreffion of thofe called 
minifters! And though the cry of the oppreffed hath not entered 
into the ears of the magiftrates, yet is the cry of the poor oppreffed 
people of God entered into the ears of the Lord of Sabbath, who 
now will be avenged of all his adverfaries. You unjuft law- 
< givers, 
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« givers, and unjuft judges, to that in all your confciences I fpeak, _ 1665- 
«to be cleared, when ye are judged by the juft judge of heaven and y.,.fter 

‘ earth; whofe terror is gone forth againft all the ungodly, and all prifon. 
é the oppreflors of God’s people whattoever, whether ye will hear 


or forbear. | 


“Gag bat 


- After the affize, colonel Kirby and other juftices were very uneafy 
with my being at Lancafter; for I had gauled them fore at my trials 
there, and they laboured much to get me removed from:thence to 
fome remote place. Colonel Kirby threatened I fhould be fent far 
enough ; fometimes he faid, < I fhould be fent beyond fea.’ About 
fix weeks after the aflizes, they got an order from the king and 
council to remove me from Lancafter; and with it they brought a 
letter from the earl of Anglefey, wherein was written, ‘ That if 
« thofe things were found true againft me, which I was charged 
« withal, I deéferved no clemency nor mercy ;’ yet the greateft 
matter they had again{ft me was, becaufe I could not difobey the com- 
mand of Chrift, and fwear. | . | . 

_ When they had prepared for my removal, the under-fheriff and 
the head-fheriff’s man, with fome bailiffs, came and fetched me out 
of the caftle, when I was fo weak with lying in that cold, wet, and 
fmoaky prifon, that I could hardly go or ftand. They had: me into 
the gaoler’s houfe, where was William Kirby and feveral others, and 

_ they called for wine to give me.. I told them, ‘ I would have none 
‘ of their wine. Then they cried, ‘ Bring out the horfes.’ I de- 
fired them firft to fhew me their order, or a copy of it, if they in- 
tended to remove me; but they would fhew me none but their 
fwords. I told them, ‘ There was no fentence paffed upon me, nor 

« was I premunired, that I knew of ; and therefore I was not made 
the king’s prifoner, but was the fheriff’s ; for they and all the 
country knew, that I was not fully heard at the laft affize, nor 
fuffered to fhew the errors in the indi€tment, which were fuffici- 
ent to quafh it, though they had kept me from one aflize to an- 
other, to the end they might try me. But they all knew there 
was no fentence of premunire paffed upon me ; therefore I, not 
being the king’s prifoner but the fheriff’s, did defire to fee their 
‘« order.’ Imftead of fhewing me their order, they haled me out, and 
lifted me upon one of the fheriff’s horfes. When I was on horfe- 
back in the ftreet, the town’s people being gathered to gaze upon me, 

~ IT told the officers, I had received neither chriftianity, civility, nor 
humanity from them. They hurried me away about fourteen miles 
to Bentham, though I was fo very weak that I was hardly able to Bentham. 
~ fit on horfeback, and my cloaths {melt fo of fmoke they were loath- ~ 
‘fome to myfelf. The wicked gaoler, one Hunter, a young fellow, 
would come behind and give the horfe a lafh with his whip, and 
‘make him {kip and leap; fo that I, being weak, had much ado to 
fit him; then he would come and look me in the face, and fay, 
* How do you, Mr. Fox?’ I told him, ¢ It was not civil in him 

. * to-do fo.” The Lord cut him off foon after. 
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When we were come to Bentham in Yorkshire, there met us many 
troopers anda marfhal; and many of the gentry of the country were: 
come in, and abundance of people to take a view of me. I being: 
very weak and weary, defired them to let me lie down on a bed, 
which the foldiers permitted ; for thofe that brought me thither. 
gave their order to the marfhal, and he fet a guard of his foldiers: - 
upon me. When they had ftaid awhile, they preffed horfes, raifed - 
the bailiff of the hundred, the conftables, and others, and had me 
to Gigglefwick that night ; but exceeding weak I was. There they 
raifed the conftables with their clog-fhoes, who fate drinking all 
the night in the room by me, fothat I could not get much Teft.. 
Next day we came to a market-town, where feveral friends came to 
fee me. Robert Widders and divers friends came to me upon the 
toad. The next night I afked the foldiers, * Whither they intended 
‘ tocarry me, and whither I was to be fent ?? Some of them faid, 
* Beyond fea,’ others faid, ‘ To Tinmouth-caftle.’ And a great 
fear there was amongft them, left fome fhould refcue me out of their 
hands; but that fear was needlefs. Next night we came to ‘York, 
where the marfhal put me up into a great chamber, where there came’ 
moft part of two troops to fee me. One of thofe troopers, an en- 
vious man, hearing I was premunired, afked me, ‘ What eftate I 
« had, and whether it was copy-hold or free-land?’ I took’ no 
notice of his queftion, but was moved te declare the word of life 
to the foldiers, and many of ‘them were very loving. At night 
tord Frecheville, who commanded thofe horfe, came to me, and was 
very civil and loving. I gave him an account of my imprifonment, | 
and declared many things to him relating to truth. They keptmeat 
York two days, then the marfhal and four or five foldiers were fent 
to convey me to Scarborough caftle. Indeed thefe were very civil 
men, and carried themfelves civilly and lovingly to me. On the way 
we baited at Malton, and they permitted friends to come and vifit 
me. When we were come to Scarborough, they had me to an inn, 
and gave notice to the governor, who fent half a dozen foldiers to be 
my guard that night. Next day they conducted me to the cattle, 
put me into a room, and fet a centry on me. I being very weak, and’ 
fubjeét to fainting, they for a while let me go out fometimes into the 


‘air withacentry. They foon removed me out of this room, and put 


me into an open room, where the rain came in; and the room 
fmoked exceedingly, which was very offenfive tome. One day the. 
governor, who was called Sir Jordan Crofland, came to fee me, and 
‘brought with him one called Sir Francis Cobb. I defired the go-' 
vernor to go into my room, and fee what a place I had. I had°got 
a little fire made in it, and the room was fo filled with fmoke, that 
when they were in they could hardly find their way out again. He’ 
being a Papift, I told him, that was his purgatory which they had 
put me into. I was forced to lay out about fifty fhillings to {top out 


- the rain, and keep the room from fmoking fo much. WhenI had — 


been at that charge, and made it fomewhat tolerable, they removed 
me into a worfe, where I had neither chimney nor fire-hearth. ‘This 
being to the fea-fide, and lying much open, the wind drove ‘in the 
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rain forcibly, fo that the water came over my bed, and ran about the \..1665- 
room, that I was fain to fkim it up with a platter. And when ses 
my cloaths were wet, I had no fire to dry them; fo my body was cattle.” 
numbed with cold, and my fingers fwelled, that one was grown as 
big astwo. Though I was at fome charge on this room alfo, yet I 
could not keep out the wind and rain. Befides they would fuffer few 
friends to comé at me, and many times not any, not fo much as to 
bring me alittle food ; but I was forced, for the firft quarter, to hire 
one of another fociety to bring me neceflaries. Sometimes the {ol- 
diers would take it from her, and fhe would fcuffle with them for it. 
Afterwards I hired a foldier to fetch me water and bread, and fome- 
thing to make a fire of, when I was in a room where a fire could be 
made.» Commonly a three-peny loaf ferved me three weeks, and 
fometimes longer, and moft of my drink was water, with worm- 
wood fteeped or bruifed in it. One time, when the weather was 
very fharp,and I had taken great cold, I got a little elecampane- 
beer; and I heard one of the foldiers fay to the other, ‘ They would 
‘ play me a pretty trick, for they would fend forme up to the deputy 
‘ governor, and in the mean time drink my ftrong beer out ;’ and fo 
they did. WhenI returned, one of the foldiers came to me ina jeer, 
and afked me for fome ftrong beer. I told him, They had played 
their pretty trick, and took no farther notice of it. But inaf- 
much as they kept me fo very ftrait, not giving liberty for friends to 
come to me, I {poke to the keepers of the caftle to this effet : * I 
¢ did not know till I was removed from Lancafter caftle, and brought 
* prifoner to this caftle of Scarborough, that I was convicted ofa pre- 
* munire ; for the judge did not give fentence upon me at the affizes 
* in open court. But feeing I am now a prifoner here, if I may not 
« have my liberty, let my friends and acquaintance have their liberty 
* to come and vwifit me, as Paul’s friends had among the Romans, 
* who were not Chriftians but Heathens. For Paul’s friends had 
‘ their liberty; all that would might come to him, and he had his 
‘ liberty to preach to them in his hired houfe; but I cannot have li- 
* berty to go into the town, nor for my friends to come to me here. 
* So you, that go under the name of Chriftians, are worfe in this 
‘ refpect than thofe Heathens were.’ 

But though they would not let friends come to me, they would 
often bring others, either to gaze upon me or to contend with 
me. 

‘One time came a great company of Papifts to difcourfe with me, 
who affirmed, ‘ The pope was infallible, and had ftood infallible 
* ever fince Peter’s time.’ I fhewed them the contrary by hiftory : 


_ © For one of the bifhops of Rome, Marcellinus by name, denied the 


* faith, and facrificed to idols ; therefore he was not infallible. I 
“ told them, if they were in the Infallible Spirit, they ‘need not have 
« gaols, fwords, ftaves, racks, tortures, fires, whips, and gallows, 
« to hold up their religion by, and to deftroy men’s lives about re+ 
* ligion ; for if they were in the Infallible Spirit, they would pre- 
“ ferve men’s lives, and ufe none but {piritual weapons about re- 
* ligion. . I told them alfo what one that had been of their fociety 
“told.me. A woman lived in Kent, who had not only — a 
- ap 
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© Papift herfelf but had brought. over. feveral to that religion ;, but 
« coming to be convinced of God’s truth, and being turned by, it.to 
« Chrift, her Saviour, fhe exhorted the Papifts to the fame. ..One 
‘ of them, a taylor, being at work at her houfe, while the.opened’ 
¢ 


: to him the falfenefs of the popifh. religion, and endeavoured to 
_© draw him from it to the truth, drew his knife, and, got between 


‘her and the door. But fhe fpoke boldly to him, and bid-him put 


© up his knife, for fhe knew his principle. 1 afked the woman, 


« What fhe thought he would have done with his knife? She faid, 
“© He would have ftabbed her.” <‘* Stab thee!” faid I, <‘ What 
«¢ would he have ftabbed thee for? thy religion?’”. *‘, Yes,” faid 
« fhe, ‘ It is the principle of the Papifts, if any turn from their re- 
“© ligion, to kill them if they can.” This ftory I told thofe Papifts, 
* and that I had it from a perfon who had been one of them, but had 
© forfook their principles, and difcovered their praétices.’ They. did 


_ not deny this to be their principle, but faid, « What! would I de- 


* clare thisabroad?” I told them, ‘ Yes, fuch things ought to be 


« declared abroad, that it might be known how contrary their. reli- 


* gion was to true chriftianity;’ whereupon they went .away in a 


“great rage. 


Another Papift came to difcourfe with me, who faid, < All the 


_’* patriarchs were in hell from the creation till Chriftcame, and that 
© when Chrift fuffered he went into hell, and the devil faid to him, 


© What comeft thou hither for, to break open our {trong holds? 
« And Chrift faid, To fetch them all out. So,’ he faid, * Chrift 
«was three days and three nights in hell to bring them out.’ I told 
him, that was falfe ; for Chrift faid to the thief, ‘ This day thou 


~ § fhalt be with me in paradife.’ And Enoch and Elijah were tranf- 


lated into heaven. And Abraham was in heaven; for the fcripture 
faith, * Lazarus was in his bofom; and Mofes and Elias were with 
*« Chrift upon the mount before he fuffered.’ Thefe inftances ftopped 
the Papift’s mouth, and put him to a ftand. | sive 3 

Another time came Dr. Witty, who was efteemed a great do¢tor in 
phyfick, with lord Falconbridge, the governor of Tinmouth caftle, 
and feveral knights. I being called to them, Witty undertook .to 
difcourfe with me, and afked me, « What I was in prifon for?’ . I 
told him, « Becaufe I would not difobey the command of Chrift, and 
« fwear.’ He faid, * I ought to {wear my allegiance to the king.’ 
He being a great Prefbyterian, I afked him, ‘ Whether he had not 
* fworn againft the king and houfe of lords, and taken the Scotch- 
* covenant? And had he not fince fworn to the king ? . What then 
* was his {wearing good for? But my allegiance,’ I told him, < did 
‘ not confift in fwearing, but in truth and faithfulnefs.’ After fome 
further difcourfe, I was had away to my prifon again; and after- 


wards Dr. Witty boafted in the town amongft his patients, that he | 


had conquered me. When I heard of it, I told the governor, < It 
* was a {mall boaft in him to fay, He had conquered a bondman.’ 
I defired to bid him come to me again, when he came to the caftle. 
He came again a while after, with about fixteen or feventeen. great 


| “ates and then he ran himfelf worfe ox ground than before. For 


e affirmed before them all, « That Cirift had not enlightened 


: * every, | 


GEORGE FOX’s JOURNAL. 381 


© every man that cometh into the world;’ and < that the grace of | 1665. 
* God, that brought falvation, had not appeared unto all men,’ and wa her 
© that Chrift had not died for all men.’ I afked him, what fort of caftle. 
men thofe were which Chrift had not enlightened? and whom his 
grace had not appeared to ? and whom he had not died for? He 
faid, « Chrift did not die for‘adulterers, and idolaters, and wicked 
«men. I afked him, ‘ Whether adulterers and wicked men were 

‘ not finners?? He faid, ¢ Yes.’ ‘¢ Did not Chrift die for finners,’ 
faid I? ‘ Didhe not come to call finners to repentance?’ ‘ Yes,’ 

faid he. ‘ Then,’ faid I, ‘ thou haft {topped thy own mouth.’ 

So I proved, that the grace of God had appeared unto all men, tho’ 
fome turned from it into wantonnefs, and walked defpitefully againft 

it; and that Chrift had enlightened all men, tho’ fome hated the 
light. Several of the people confefled it was true; but he went 
away in a great rage, and came no more to me. 

~ Another time the governor brought a prieft; but his mouth was 
foon ftopped. Not long after he brought two or three parliament- 
men, who afked me, ‘ Whether I did own minifters and bifhops ?” 

I told them, ‘ Yes, fuch as Chrift fent, fuch as had freely received, 
« and would freely give, fuch as were qualified, and were in the fame 
* power and fpirit the apoftles were in. But fuch bifhops and 
*« teachers as theirs, that would go no further than a great benefice, 

I did not own; for they were not like the apoftles. Chrift faith 
“ to his minifters, ‘“ Go ye into all nations, and preach the gofpel ;” 
« but ye parliament-men, who keep your priefts and bifhops in fuch 
«great fat benefices, have {poiled them all. For do ye think they 
« will go into. all nations to preach ? or will go any farther than a 
_ * great fat benefice? Judge yourfelves whether they will or no.’ 

‘ "There came another time the widow of old lord Fairfax, and with 
her a great company ; one of whom was a prieft. I was moved to - 
declare the truth to them, and the prieft afked me, ¢, Why we {aid 
€ Thou and Thee to people? for he counted us but fools and idiots 
* for {peaking fo.’ I afked him, ‘ Whether thofe that tranflated the 
‘ {criptures, and made the grammar and accidence, were fools and’ 
‘idiots, feeing they tranflated the {criptures fo, and made the gram-’ 

mar fo, Thou to cone, and You to more than one, and left it fo to- 
us? If they were fools and idiots, why had not he-and fuch as 
he, who looked upon themfelves as wife men, and could not bear 
Thou and Thee to a fingular, altered the grammar, accidence, 
and bible, and put the plural inftead of the fingular? But if they 
were wife men, that fo tranflated the bible, and made the gram- 
mar and accidence fo, I wifhed him to confider,. whether they 
‘were not fools and idiots themfelves, that did not fpeak as their: 
_ grammars and bibles taught them ; but were offended with us, and 
called us fools and idiots for {peaking fo?’ Thus the prieft’s mouth 
was ftopped, many of the company acknowledged the truth, and 
" were pretty loving and tender. Some would have given me money, 
but I would not receive it. 
_ After this came Dr. Cradock, with three priefts more, and the: 
governor with his lady (fo called) and another that was called a lady, 
with a great company. Dr. Cradock afked me, ‘ What I was in: 
Te: | 5 D | ‘ prifon 
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1665. ¢ prifon for?” I told him, ‘ For obeying the command of :Chrift © 
Scarborough © and the apoftle, in not fwearing. But if he, being both a doctor » 
cattle, . © and ajuftice, could convince me, that after Chrift and the:apotile » 

« had forbid fwearing, they commanded Chriftians to fwear, then I 
«would fwear. Here was the bible, I told him, he might if he » 
* could thew me any fuch command.’ He faid, < It is written, yo 
«fall fwear in truth and righteoufnefs.’ * Aye,’ faid iis At; was ° 
‘ written fo in Jeremiah’s time; but that was many ages before » 
é Chrift commanded not to fwear at all; but where is it written fo ~ 
 fince Chrift forbad all fwearing? I could bring as many inftances — 
« out of the Old Teftament for fwearing as thou, and it may-be » 
¢ more; but of what force are they to prove fwearing lawful in the ~ 
¢ New Teftament fince Chrift and the apoftle forbad it? Befides,’ 
faid I, « in that text where it is written, ‘‘ Ye fhall fwear,” what © 
« [Ye] was this ? Was it Ye Gentiles, or Ye Jews?’ ‘To this he 
would not anfwer; but one of the priefts that were with him an- 
fwered, ‘ It. was to the Jews that this was fpoken.’ Then Dr. 
Cradock confefled it was fo. ‘ Very well,’ faid I, * but where did 
* God ever give a command to the Gentiles to fwear? For tho 
¢ knoweft that we are Gentiles by nature.’ * Indeed,’ faid he, “am 
¢ the gofpel-times every thing was to be eftablifhed out of the mouths 
< of two or three witnefles; but there was to be no {wearing then.” 
¢ Why then,’ faid I, * doft thou force oaths upon Chriftians, con~ — 
‘ trary to thy own knowledge, in the gofpel-times? And why,’ 
faid I, « doft thow excommunicate my friends? (for he had ex- 
communicated abundance both in Yorkfhire and Lancafhire). He ~ 
faid, ¢ For not corning to church.’ * Why,’ faid I, © ye left us» 
« above twenty years ago, when we were but young lads and lafles, ~ 
« to the Prefbyterians, Independents, and Baptifts, many of whom 
« made fpoil of our goods, and perfecuted us becaufe we would not 
« follow them. We being but young, knew little then of your prin- — 
© ciples, and the old-men that did know them, if ye had intended, 
“ to have kept them to you, and have kept your principles alive, that . 
“ we might have known them, ye fhould either not have fled from 
“us as ye did, or ye fhould: have {ent us your epiitles, collects, 
« homilies, and evening fongs ; for Paul wrote epiftles to the faints, 
« though he was in prifon. But they and we might have turned 
* Turks or Jews for any collects, homilies, or epiftles we had from. 

_ £ you all this while. And now tha haft excotrimunicatéd us, both 
* young and old; and fo have others of you done; that is, «* Ye 
«< have put us Out of your church, before’ ye have got ws into it,” 
« and before ye Hiave brought us to know ‘your principles. Is not. 
« this madnefs in you, to put us out before we were broughtin? — _ 
« Indeed, if ye had brought us into your church, and when we had ~ 
* been-in, if we had done fome bad thing, that had been fomething - 
“ like a ground for excommunication or putting out again. But, 


faid' I,’ * What doft thou call the church? * Why,’ faid he,.«. 
‘ that which you call the fteeple-houfe.’ ‘Then I afked him, « Whe+!» 
« ther Chrift. fhed his blood for the fteeple-houfe ? and purchafed: ~ 
‘and fanétified the fteeple-houfe with his ‘blood? And feeing they 
 «r¢harch is-Chrift’s bride and wife, and that’ he is the head of the... 
Faas cae 2 aie ‘ church, 
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church, doft thou think the’ fteeple-houfe is Chrif’s wife and  166s- 
bride, and that’hé is the héad of that old houfe, or of his people ? starbouagh 
No,’ faid he, < Chrift is the head of the people, and they ate the caitle. 
church.’ * But,’ faid I, ‘ you have given the title church to an 
old houfe, which belongs to the people; and you have taught them 
to believe fo.” I afked him alfo, * Why he perfecuted friends for 
not paying tithes? And whether God ever commanded the Gen- 
tiles to pay tithes? And whether Chrift had not ended tithes when 
he endéd the Levitical priéfthood that took tithes? And whether — 
Chrift, when he fent his difciples to preach, had not commanded 
them to préach freely, as he had given them freely ? And whether 
all the minifters of Chrift are not bound to obferve this command 
of Chrift?’ He faid, * Hé would not difpute that.’ Neither did 
I find he was willing to ftay on that fubje@t; for he prefently turned 
~ to-anothéf mattér, and faid, « You marry, but I know not how.’ 
I replied, ¢ It may be fo: but why doft thou not come and fee ? 
Then he ‘ threatened that he would ufe his power againft us, as hé 
* had done.’ Ibid him, ‘ Také heed; for hé was ah old man.’ 
T afked him alfo « Where he réad from Genéfis to Revelations, that 
« ever any prieft did’ marty any? I wifhed him to thew me fome 
¢ inftatice thereof, if he would have us comé to them to be married; 
« for, faid I, thou haft excommunicated one of my friends two 
* yéats after he was dead, about his marfiage. And why doft thou 
* not éxcommunicate Ifaac, and Jacob, and Boaz, and Ruth? For 
“ we do not read they weré ever married by the priefts: but they 
© t06k ofié another in the affemblies of the righteous, in the prefence 
_ © of God and his péople; and fo do we. So that we have all the 
* holy men and women, that the f{cripture {peaks of in this praCtice, 
* on our fide’ Much difcourfe wé had; but when he found he 
Ota ho advantage on me, he went. away with his company. 
~ With fuch people I was much exercifed while I was there ; for 
moft, that came to the caftlé, would défire to. {peak with me; and 
great difputes I had with them. But as to friends, I was as a man 
buried alive; for though many came far to fee mé, few were fuf- 
fered to come at mé; and when any friend camé into the caftle 
about bufinefs, if hé looked but fowards me, they would rage at 
him. At laft the governor came under trouble himfelf; for having 
ferit out a privateer to fea, they took fome fhips that were not ene- 
‘mies fhips, but their friefids; whéreupon he was brought into 
-tfouble; after which, he grew fomewhat more friendly tome. For. 
before, I had a marfhal fet over me, on purpofe to get money out 
of fié; but I was fot to give him a farthing; and when they found 
they could gét nothing from me, he was taken off again. The of-- 
ficérs ofténi threatened me, that I fhould be hanged over the Wall.’ 
Nay, the depiity-govertior told ine once, that the king, knowing I 
had ene ifitereft in the pédple, had fent me thither; that if theré - 
fhould be any flirting in the nation, they fhould hang me over the. 
wall, to keep the people down. © There being, a While after, a. 
Midttiage at a papift’s houfe, upon whicl occafion 4 great many of | 
them were mét togethier, they talked much then of hangirig’ rhe, - 
But I told them, «If that was what they defired, and it was ‘per- 
. 2 « mitted 
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‘ mitted them, I was ready ; for I never feared death nor fufferings 
‘in my life; but I was known to be an innocent, peaceable man,. 
« free from all ftirrings and plottings, and one that fought the good. 
* of all men.’ Afterwards, the governor growing kinder, I {poke 
to him, when he was to go to London to the parliament, and de- 
fired him to fpeak to ’fquire Marfh, Sir Francis Cob, and fome others ;, 
and let them know how long I had lain in prifon,, and for what :, 
which he did. When he came down again, he told me, “{quire. 
Marth faid, ¢ He would go an hundred miles barefoot for my liberty,, 
« he knew me fo well;’ and feveral others, he faid, fpoke well of, 
me. From which time the governor was very loving tome. 

There were amongft the prifoners two very bad men, who often, 
fit drinking with the officers and foldiers ; and becaufe I would not 
fit and drink with them, it made them the worfe againft me. One 
time, when thefe two prifoners were drunk, one of them (whofe 
name was William Wilkinfon, a Prefbyterian, who had been a cap- 
tain) came and challenged me to fight with him. I feeing what. 
condition he was in, got out of his way; and next morning, when, 
he was more fober, fhewed him, ‘ How unmanly a thing it was in. 
«him to challenge a man to fight, whofe principle, he knew, it. 
was not to ftrike; but if he was ftricken on one ear, to turn the. 
other. I told him, if he had a mind to fight, he fhould have, 
challenged fome of the foldiers, that could have anfwered him in. 
his own way. But however, feeing he had challenged me, I was now. 
come to anfwer him, with my hands in my pockets: and (reach-, 


a a an n A a 


a. 


are my cheeks, here is my back.’ With that he fkipped away. 
from me, and went into another room; at which the foldiers fell a. 
laughing ; and one of the officers faid, « You are a happy man,, 


* that can bear fuch things.’ Thus he was conquered without a 


blow. After a while he took the oath, gave bond, got out of pri- 
fon ; and not long after the Lord cut him off. ee: 
There were great imprifonments in this and the former years, 
while I was prifoner at Lancafter and Scarborough. At London 
many friends were crouded into Newgate, and other prifons, where 
the ficknefs was; and many died in prifon. Many alfo were ba- 
nifhed, and feveral fent on fhipboard by the king’s order. Some 
matters of fhips would not carry them, but fet them on fhore again ; 
yet fome were fent to Barbadoes, Jamaica, and Mevis, and the Lord 
bleffed them there. One mafter of a fhip was very wicked and cruel | 
to friends that were put on board his fhip; for he kept them down 
under decks, though the ficknefs was amongft them; fo that many 
died of it. But the Lord vifited him for his wickednefs; for he 


loft moft of his feamen by the plague, and lay feveral months crofied . 
with contrary winds, though other fhips went out, and made their — 


voyages. At laft he came before Plymouth, where the governor and 
magiftrates would not fuffer him nor any of his men to come afhore,.. 
though he wanted neceflaries for his voyage; but Thomas Lower, . 
Arthur Cotton, John Light, and other friends went to the fhip’s.. 
fide, and carried neceffaries for the friends that were prifoners on. 
board.. The mafter, being thus croffed and vexed, curfed them that ; 


¢ 


ing my head towards him) Here, faid I, here is my hair, here, ; 


, 
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pat him upon this freight ; and faid, * He hoped he fhould not go 1666. 
* far before he was taken.’ And the vefiel was but a little while ~74¥ oon 
gone out of fight of Plymouth, before fhe was taken by a. Dutch man caftte. . 
of war, and carried into Holland. When they came into Holland, 
the States fent the banifhed friends back to England, with a letter 
of pafiport and a certificate, ‘ That they had not made an efcape, 
« but were fent back by them.’ In time the Lord’s power wrought 
over this ftorm, and many of our perfecutors were confounded and 
ut to fhame. 
After 1 had lain prifoner above a year in Scarborough caftle, I fent 
a letter to the king, in which I gave him < an account of my im- 
«-prifonment, and the bad ufage I had received in prifon ; and alfo 
© that I was informed no man could deliver me but he.’ After this, 
John Whitehead being at London, and having acquaintance alfo with 
{quire Marth, he went to'vifit him, and {poke to him about me ; and 
he undertook, if John Whitehead would get the ftate of my cafe 
drawn up, to deliver it to the mafter of requefts, Sir John Birkenhead, 
‘who would endeavour to get a releafe for me. So John Whitehead 
and Ellis Hookes drew up a relation of my imprifonment and fuf- 
ferings; and carried it to Marfh; and he went with it to the mafter 
of ‘requefts, who procured an order from the king for my releafe. 
The fubftance of the order was, < That the king being certainly in- 
* formed that I was a man principled againft plotting and fighting, 
«and had been ready at all times to difcover plots, rather.than to 
‘make any, &c. therefore his royal pleafure was, that I fhould be 
© difcharged from my imprifonment,’ &c. As foon as this order was 
obtained, John Whitehead came to Scarborough with it, and deli- 
vered it to the governor; who, upon receipt thereof, gathered the 
officers ‘together, and, without requiring bond or fureties for my 
peaceable living, being fatisfied that I was a man of a peaceable life, - 
he difcharged me freely, and gave me the following paffport : 


oO DEauin the bearer hereof, George Fox, late a prifoner here, and 
« # now difcharged by his majefty’s order, quietly to pafs about 
« his lawful occafions, without any moleftation. Given under m: 


‘hand at Scarborough caftle, this firft day of September, 1666. 
rw ! « JORDAN CROSLANDS, © 


« Governor of Scarborough caftle.’ — 


“After I was releafed, I would have made the governor a prefent Scarborough. 
for the civility and kindnefs he had of late fhewed me; but he would - 
not receive any thing ; faying, ‘ Whatever good he could do for me 
« and my friends, he would do it, and never do them any hurt.’ 
And afterwards, if at any time the mayor of the town fent to him 
for foldiers to break up friends meetings, -if he fent any down, he 
would privately ‘give them a charge, ‘ Not to meddle.’ He conti- 
nued loving to his dying-day. The officers alfo and the foldiers 
were mightily changed, and become very refpectful to me. When 
they had occafion to fpeak of me, they would fay, * He is as ftiff 
‘ as.a tree, and as pure as a bell; for we could never bow him.’ 
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The very next day after my releale, the fire broke out in London; 
and the report of it came quickly down into the country. Then I 
faw the Lord God was true and juft in his word, which he had 
fhewed me before in Lancafter gaol, when I faw the angel of the 
Lord with a glittering drawn fword fouthward, as before expreffed. 
The people of London were forewarned of this fire: yet few laid it 
to heart, or believed it; but rather. grew more wicked, and higher 
in pride. A friend was moved to come out of Huntingdonfhire a. 
little before the fire, and to fcatter his money up and down the 
ftreets, turn his horfe loofe,; untie the knees of his breeches, and let 
his ftockings fall down, and to unbutton his doublet; and tell the 
people, ‘ So fhould they run up and down, f{cattering their money 
‘ and goods, half undreffed, like mad people, as he was a fign to 
‘ them ;’ which they did when the city was burning, ‘hus hath 
the Lord exercifed his prophets and fervants by his power, fhewed 
them figns of his judgments, and fent them to forewarn the people; 
but, inftead of repenting, they have beaten and cruelly entreated 
fome; and: fome they have imprifoned, both in the former power’s 
days, and fince. But the Lord is juft; and happy are they that obey 
his word. Some have been moved to go naked in their ftreets, in 
the other power’s days, and fince, as figns of their nakednefs; and. 
have declared amongft them, ‘ That God would ftrip them of their 


_ © hypocritical profeffions, and make them as bare and naked as they 


« were.’ But, inftead of confidering it, they have frequently whip- 
ped, or otherwife abufed them, and fometimes imprifoned them. 
Others have been moved to go in fackcloth, and to denounce the 
woes and vengeance of God againft the pride and haughtinefs of the - 
paps 3 but few regarded it. And in the other power’s days, the 
wicked, envious, profefling priefts put up feveral petitions both 
to Oliver and Richard, called protectors, and to the parliaments, 
judges and juftices againft us, ftuffed full of lies, and vilifying words 
and flanders: but we got copies of them, and through the Lord’s 
affiftance anfwered them all, and cleared the Lord’s truth and our- 
{elves of them. But oh! the body of darknefs that rofe againft the 


truth, in them that made lies their refuge! But the Lord fwept 


them away; and in and with his power, truth, light, and life hedged 
his lambs about, and preferved them as on eagle’s wings. There- 
fore we all had and have great encouragement to truft the Lord, 
who, we faw,. by his power and Spirit, overturned and brought to 
nought all the confederacies and counfels that were hatched in dark- 
nefs againit his truth and people; and by the fame truth gave his 
people dominion, that therein they. might ferve him. 

Indeed, I'could not but take notice how the hand of the Lord 
turned againft thofe my perfecutors who had been the caufe of my 
imprifonment, or had been abufive or cruel to me under it. For 
the officer that fetched me to Houlker Hall wafted his eftate, and 
foon after fled into Ireland. And moft of the juftices that were 
upon the bench at the feffions when I was fent to prifon died in a 


~ while after; as old Tho. Prefton, Rawlinfon, Porter, and Matthew 


Weit of Borwick. And. juftice Fleming’s wife died, and left him 
thirteen or fourteen motherlefs children; who had imprifoned two 
friends 
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friends to death, and thereby made feveral children fatherlefs. Col. 1666. 
Kirby never profpered after. The chief conftable, Richard Dodg- ScasbOaneSN. 
fon died foon after; and Mount, the petty conftable, and the wife 
of John Athburnham the other petty conftable, who railed at me in 
her houfe, died foon after. William Knipe, the witnefs they brought 
again{t me, died foon after. Hunter, the gaoler of Lancafter, who 
was very wicked to me while I was his prifoner, was cut. off in his 
young days. ‘The under-fheriff, that carried me from Lancafter pri- 
fon towards Scarborough, lived not long after. And Joblin, the 
gaoler of Durham, who was prifoner with me in Scarborough cattle, 
and had often incenfed the governor and foldiers againft me, though 
he got out of prifon, the Lord cut him off in his wickednefs foon 
after. When I came into that country again, moft of thofe that 
dwelt in Lancafhire were dead, and others ruined in their eftates : 
fo that, though I did not feek revenge upon them, for their actings 
againft me contrary to the law, yet the Lord had executed his judg- 
ments upon many of them. 

Being now at liberty, I went about three miles to a large general 

meeting at a friend’s houfe, who had been a chief conftable ; and all} 
was quiet and well. On fourth day after I returned to Scarborough, 
and had’ a meeting in the town at Peter Hodgfon’s. To this meet- 
ing came one called a lady, and feveral other great perfons; alfo a 
young man, fon to the bailiff of the town, who had been convinced 
while I was there in prifon. That lady (fo called) came to me, and 
faid, < I {poke againft the minifters.” I told her, * Such as the pro- 

_ -€ phets and Chrift declared againft formerly, I declared pia now.’ 

_ From hence I'went to Whitby : and, having vifited friends there, wiry. 
paffed to Burlington, where I had another meeting. From thence Burlington, 
to Oram, where I had another meeting; and thence to Marmaduke ween: 
Storr’s,. and had a large meeting at a conftable’s houfe, on whom the 
Lord had wrought a great miracle. 

Next day two friends being to take each other in marriage, there Marmaduke 
was a very great meeting, which I attended. I was moved to open Stor’s. 
the ftate of our marriages, declaring, ‘ How the people of God took 

* one another in the affemblies of the elders; and that it was God 
* who joined man and woman together before the fall. And though 
* men had taken upon them to join in the fall, yet in the reftoration 
* it is God’s joining that is the right and honourable marriage; but 
* never any prieft did marry any, that we read of in the feriptures, 

* from Genefis to Revelations.’ Then I fhewed them the duty of 
man and wife, how they fhould ferve God, being heirs of life and 
grace together. 
~ Tpafied from thence to Grace Barwick, where I had a general G. Barwick’s. 
meeting, which was very large. I came next to Richard Shipton’s, R. Shipton’s. 
where I had another meeting ; and to a prieft’s houfe, whofe wife 
was convinced, and himfelf grown very loving, and glad to fee me. 

This was that prieft, who, in the year 1651, threatened, * If ever 
‘ he met with me again, he would have my life, or I fhould have 
* his ;’ and faid, * He would lofe his head if I were not knocked 
* down in a month ;’ but now he was partly convinced, and become 


very kind. I went from his houfe towards the fea, where feveral 
friends 
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1666. _ friends came ‘to vifit me: amongft others, Philip Scarff, who had 
Whitby. formerly been a prieft, but, having received the truth, was now be- 


come a preacher of Chrift freely, and continued fo. Paffing on, I — 
“called to fee an ancient man,. who was convinced of truth, and was 
above an hundred years old. Then I came toa friend’s houfe, where 
bee nee I had a great meeting, and quiet. I hada great meeting near Mal- 

Holdendike. ton; and another large one near Hull : from whence I went to Hol- 
dendike. As we went into the town, the watchmen queftioned me, 
and thofe that were with me; but they not having any warrant to 
{tay us, we pafied by them, and they ina rage threatened they would. 

L.Montague. (earch us out. I went to the houfe of one called the lady Montague, 
where I lodged that night ; and feveral friends came to_vifit me. 
Next morning, being up betimes, I walked into the orchard, and 
faw a man about fun-rifing go into the houfe in a great cloak. . He 
ftaid not long ; but foon came out again, and went away, not feeing me. 

I felt fomething ftrike at my life; and went into the houfe, where 

I found the maid-fervant affrighted and trembling. She told me, . 
‘ That man had a naked rapier under his cloak.’ By which I per-® 
ceived he came with an intent to have done mifchief; but the Lord 
prevented him. 

York. I then vifited friends till I came to York, where we had a large 
meeting. After which I went to vifit juftice Robinfon, an ancient 
juttice of peace ; who had been very loving to me and friends from 
the beginning. There was a prieft with him ; who told me, ‘ It was 
‘ faid, that we loved none but ourfelves.’ I told him, ‘ We loved 
«all mankind, as they were god’s creation, and as they were chil- 
‘ dren of Adam and Eve by generation; and we loved the brother- 
* hood in the Holy Ghoft.’. This ftopped him. After fome other 
difcourfe, we parted friendly, and pafled away. 

About this time I wrote a book, intituled, ‘ Fear God, and ho- 
‘nour the king ;’ in. which I fhewed, ‘ That none could rightly 
‘. fear God, and honour the king, but they that departed from fin 
«and evil:’ This book did much affe¢t the foldiers, and moft 


peo le. ’ 
G. Watkin- | Having vifited friends at York, we paffed toa market-town, where 
fon. we had a meeting at George Watkinfon’s,. who formerly had been a 


juftice. A glorious, blefled meeting it was, very large, and the feed 

of life was fet over all. But we had been troubled to get into this 

town, had not Providence made way for us; for the watchmen {tood 

ready to ftop us: but there being a man riding juft before us, the 

‘ watchmen queftioned him firft; and perceiving he was a juftice, let 

a him pafs; and we riding clofe after him, by that means efcaped. _ 

' -  'T.. Taylor. — From this place we paffed to Thomas Taylor’s, who had formerly 
: been a captain, where we had a precious meeting. ' Hard by Tho- 

; mas Taylor’s lived a knight, who was much difpleafed ee he 

heard I was like to be releafed out of prifon; and threatened, ‘ if the 

» “king fet me at liberty, he would fend me to prifon again the next 

‘ day.’ But though I had this meeting fo near him, the Lord’s 

power {topped him from meddling, and our meeting was quiet. Col. 

Kirby alfo, who had been the chief means of my inaprifonment ‘at 

Lancafter and Scarborough caftles, when he heard I was fet at liberty, 

4 got 
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got another order for the taking me up ; and faid, « He would ride . 1656. 
* his horfe forty miles to take me, and would give forty pounds to T Tyler 
« have me taken.’ A while after I came fo near as to have a meet- 
ing within two miles of him: and then he was ftruck with the 
gout, and kept his bed, fo that it was thought he would have died. ; 
_. From Thomas Taylor’s I vifited friends till I came to Synderhill- phe ore 
Green, where I had a large and general meeting. The prieft of the 
place, hearing of it, fent the conftable to the juftices for a warrant ; 
and they rode their horfes fo hard, they almoft fpoiled them: but 
the notice they had being fhort, and the way long, the meeting was 
ended before they came. I heard not of them till I was going out 
of the houfe, after meeting was over; and then a friend came and 
told me, ‘ They were fearching another houfe for me, the houfe I 
« was then going to.” As I went along the clofes towards it, I met the 
conftables, wardens, and the juftice’s clerk. I paffed through them, 
they looking at me, and went to the houfe they had been fearching. 
Thus they loft their defign ; for the Lord’s power bound them, and 
preferved me over them; and friends parted, and all efcaped them. _ 
The officers went away as they came; for the Lord had fruftrated 
their defign : praifed be his name for ever ! 

After this I went into Derbyfhire, where I had a large meeting. Derbyhire. 
Some friends were apprehenfive of the conftables coming ; for they 
had great perfecution in thofe parts: but our meeting was quiet. A 
juftice of peace in that county had taken away much of friends 
goods ; whereupon Ellen Fretwell had made her appeal to the fef- 
fions, and the reft of the juftices granted her her goods again, and 
{poke to that perfecuting juftice, that he fhould not do fo any more. 
She was moved to fpeak to that juftice, and to warn him; where- 
upon he bid her, ‘ Comeand fit down on the bench.’ ‘ Ay,’ faid 
fhe, ‘ if I may perfuade you to do juftice to the country, I will fit 
« down with you.’ ‘ No,’ faid he, ‘ then you fhall not. Get out 
* of the court.’ As fhe was going, fhe was moved of the Lord to 
turn again, and fay, ‘ She fhould be there when he fhould not.’ Af- 
ter the feffions, he went home and drove away her brother’s oxen, 
for going to meetings. Then Sufan Frith, a friend of Chefterfield, 
was moved of the Lord to tell him, ‘ If he continued in his perfe- 
« cuting of the innocent, the Lord would execute his plagues upon 
¢ him.’ Soon after which he fell diftraéted, and died. This rela- 
tion I had from Ellen Fretwell herfelf. 
I travelled out of Derbyfhire into Nottinghamfhire, and had aNottingham- 
large meeting at Skegby ; from thence went to Mansfield, where alfo ay: 
Thad a meeting; and thence to another town, where was a fair, Mansfeld, 
at which I met with many friends. Then paffing through the = 
foreft ina mighty thundering and rainy day, I came to Nottingham, Nottingham. 
So great was the tempeft, that many trees were torn up by the roots, 
and fome people killed; but the Lord preferved us. On firft day 
following I had a large meeting in Nottingham, very quiet ; friends _ 
were come to fit under their teacher the grace of God, which brought 
them falvation, and were eftablifhed upon the rock and foundation 
Chrift Jefus. After meeting I went to vifit the friend who had been 
fheriff about the year 1649, whofe prifoner I then was. . 
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From Nottingham I paffed into Leicefterfhire, and came to Sylebyy 
where we had a large blefied meeting. After which I went to Lei= — 
cefter to vifit the prifoners there, and then to John Penford’s, where 
we had a genéral meeting, large and precious. From thence I 
paffed, vifiting friends and my relations, till I came to Warwick ; 


where Having vifited the prifoners, I pafied to Badgley, and had a 


précious mecting. I travelled through Northamptonthire, «Bedford- 
thire, Buckinghamfhire, and Oxford(hire, vifiting friends in each 
county. In Oxfordthire the devil had laid a fnare for me, but the 
Lotd broke it; his power came over all, his blefied truth fpread, 
and friends were increafed therein. Thus after I had pafled through’ - 
many counties, vifiting friends, and had many large and precious 
meetings amongft them, I came to London. But I was forweak 
with lying almoft three years in cruel and hard imprifonments, my 
joints and my body were fo ftiff and benumbed, that I could hardly 
get upon my horfe, nor bend my joints, nor well bear to:be near 
the fire, or-to’eat warm meat, I-had been kept fo long from it. Be- 
ing come to London, I walked a little among the ruins, and took 
good notice of them. °I {aw the city lying,’ according as the Word of 


After I had been’a time in London, and vifited meetings through 
the city, I went into the country agin, and had large meetings as I. 
went, at’ Kingfton, Reading, and in Wiltfhire, till I came to” 
Briftol; where alfo I had many large meetings. Thomas Lower 
came out of Cornwall to meet me, and friends from feveral parts of 
the nation, it‘being then the'fair-time. After I was clear of Briftol,. 
I-went to Nath. Crips’s, andthrough the country to London again, — 
having large meetings in the way, and all quiet, blefied be the Lord.. 
Thus, though I -was very weak, Itravelled up and down in the fer= 
vice of the Lord, who enabled me to go through in it. » is 
‘About this ‘time fome, who had run out from truth and clafhed 
againft friends, were reached unto by the power of the Lord, which 
came wonderfully over, and made them ‘condemn and tear their. » 
‘papers of controverfy to pieces.’ Several meetings we had with 
them; the Lord’s everlafting power was over all, and fet judgment 
on the head of that which had run out. In thefe meetings, which 
lafted whole days, feveral who had gone out with John Parrot and 
others came in again, and condemned that fpirit which led them to — 
‘ keep on their hats when friends prayed, and when themfelves 
* prayed.’ Some of them faid, * Friends were more righteous than 
¢ they ;’ and that, ‘ If friends had not ftood they had been gone, 
“and had fallen into perdition.”. ‘Thus the Lord’s power was won- 


; derfully manifefted, and came over all. 


- Then I was moved of ‘the Lord, to recommend the fetting up off 

five monthly meetings of men and women inthe city of London, — 
befides the -womens-meetings and the quarterly-mectings, to take: 
care of God’s glory, and to admonifh and exhort fuch as walked dif — 


orderly or ‘carelefsly, and not according to truth. For’ whereas’ 


riends had only quarterly meetings, now truth was {pread and friends’ 
grown more numerous, I was moved to recommend the fetting up’ 


of monthly meetings throughout the nation. And the Lord_opened. 
may. ME to 
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to me what I muft do, and how the men’s and women’s monthly and _ 1666. 
quarterly meetings fhould be ordered and eftablithed in this and other eae! r 
nations ; and that I thould write to thofe where I came not, to do afdesterly st 
the fame. After things were well fettled at Londongand the Lord’s meetings. 
truth, power, feed, and life reigned and fhined over all in the city, pare 
I went into Effex.. After the monthly meetings were fettled in that Emx. 
county, I went into Suffolk and Norfolk, Thomas Dry being with samk. 
me. When we had vifited friends in thofe parts, and the monthly Norfolk. 
meetings were fettled, we went into Huntingdonfhire, where we had Huntinedow: 
: s ; gdos 
very large and bleffed meetings ; and though we met with fome op- hhire. 
potition, the Lord’s power came over all, and the monthly meetings 
were eftablithed there,alfo. When we came into Bedfordthire, we Bedforehire, 
had great oppofition ; but the Lord’s power came over it all.* After- 
wards we went into Nottinghamfhire, where we had many precious Nottingham- 
imeetings, and the monthly meetings were fettled there. Then, Mire. ~. 
pafling into Lincolnthire, we had a meeting of fome men-friends of Lincolnhhire. 
all the meetings in the county, at his houfe who had been formerly 
fheriff of Lincoln; and all was quict. After this meeting we pafled 
over Trent into Nottinghamfhire, he that had been the theriff of qyent. 
Lincoln being with me, where we had fome of all the meetings in Nottingham. 
that county together. . Our meeting was glorious and peaceable, and ™"* 
many precious meetings we had in. that county. 
At that time William Smith was very weak and fick, and the con- 
tables and others had feized all his goods, to the very bed he lay upon, 
for truth’s fake. . Thefe officers threatened to break up our meeting; 
but the Lord’s power chained them, fo that they had not power to 
meddle with us,. bleffed be his name. After the meeting I went to 
vifit William Smith, and there were conftables and others watching 
his corn and his beafts, that none of them might be removed. 
From thence we pafled into Leicefterfhire and Warwickthire, 1 ciceter. 
where we had many blefled meetings.. The order of the gofpel was thire. | 
fet up, and the men’s monthly meetings eftablithed in all thofe coun- "ass Piece 
ties. ‘Then we went into Derbyfhire, where we had {everal large Derby hire. 
and blefied meetings. In many places we were threatened by the 
officers, but through the power of the Lord we efcaped their hands. 4 
Leaving things well fettled in Derbythire, we travelled over the 
Peak-hills (which were very cold, for it was then froft and fnow) Peak-hitls. 
and came into Staffordthire. .At Thomas Hammerfley’s we had a Stafforcthire, 
general men’s meeting; where things were well {ettled in the gofpel-_ 
order, and the monthly meetings eftablifhed. I was fo exceeding 
_ weak, I was hardly able to get on or off my horfe’s back ;. but my 
- fpirit being earneftly engaged in the work the Lord had concernéd 
meinand fent me forth about, I travelled on therein, notwithftand- 
ing the weaknefs of my body, having confidence in the Lord, that 
he would carry me through; as he did by his power.. We came in- 
to Chefhire, where we had feveral blefied meetings, and a general chemire, 
' men’s meeting ; wherein ‘all the monthly meetings for that county 
were fettled, according to the gofpel-order in and by the power of 
God. After the meeting I pafled away. But when the juftices 
heard of it, they were very much troubled that they had not come 
and broke it up, and taken me; but the Lord prevented them. ‘After - 
I had 
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1666. I had cleared myfelf there in the Lord’s fervice, I paffed into Lan- 
cafhire, to William Barnes’s, near Warrington, where met fome of 


NeeWare moft of the meetings in that county; and there all the monthly 
rington. = meetings were eftablifhed in the gofpel-order. From thence I fent 
Weftmore- papers into Weftmoreland by Leonard Fell and Robert Widders, and 
Bithoprick of allo into Bifhoprick, Cleveland, Northumberland, Cumberland, and 


Duthim. scotland, to exhort friends to fettle the monthly meetings in the 
Cleveland. Lord’s power in thofe places ; which they did. So the Lord’s power 
es came over all, and the heirs of it came to inherit it. For the autho- 
Cumberland, rity of our meetings is the power of God, the gofpel, which brings 
Scotland. Jife and immortality to light; that all might fee over the devil that 
darkened them, that all the heirs of the gofpel might walk according 
to the gofpel, and glorify God with their pease fouls, and fpirits, 
which are the Lord’s: for the order of the glorious gofpel is not of 
Lancafhire. ™an nor by man. To this meeting in Lancafhire, Margaret Fell, 
being a prifoner, got liberty to come, and went with me from thence 
Chethire. to Jane Milner’s in Chefhire, where we parted. I paffed into Shrop- 
abies 3 fhire, and from thence into Wales, and had a large general men’s 
ales. " ; 2 
meeting at Charles Lloyd’s, where fome oppofers came in; but the 
Lord’s power brought them down. | 
Denbighth. _ Having gone through Denbighfhire and Montgomerythire, we paffed 
Montgome- into Merionethfhire, where we had feveral blefled meetings ; and 
oem then to the fea-fide, where we had a precious meeting. We left 
hhire. Wales, the monthly meetings being fettled there in the power of 
Shrophhire. God, and returned into Shropfhire, where the friends of the county 
gathering together, the monthly meetings were eftablifhed there. 
Worcefter- Coming into Worcefterfhire, after many meetings amongft friends 
ie: in that county, we had a general men’s meeting at Henry Gibs’s, at 
Pafhur. Pafhur ;. where alfo the monthly meetings were fettled in the 
gofpel-order. 

The feffions being held that day in the town, fome friends were 
concerned left they fhould fend officers to break up our meeting ; but 
the power of the Lord reftrained them, fo that it was quiet ; through 
which power we had dominion. I had feveral meetings amongft 

Worcefter. friends in that county, till I came to Worcefter ; and it being the 
fair-time, we had a precious meeting. There was then in Worcefter 
one major Wild, a perfecuting man; and after I was gone fome of 
his foldiers inquired after me ; but having left the friends there fettled 

Droitwich. in good order, we pafied to Droitwich, and from thence to Shrewf- 

Shrewfbury. bury, where alfo we had a very precious meeting. The mayor hear- 
ing I was in town, got the reft of the officers together to confult 
what to do againft me; for they faid, * The great Quaker of Eng- 
« land is come to town.’ But when they were come together, the 
Lord confounded their councils, fo that fome were for imprifoning 
me, others oppofed it ; and being divided amongft themfelves, I ef- 
caped their hands. | 

Radnorfhire. | We went into Radnorfhire, where we had many precious meet- 
ings, and the monthly meetings were fettled in the Lord’s power. 
As we came out of that county, ftaying a little at a market-town, a 
juftice’s clerk and other rude fellows combined together to do us a 
mifchief upon the road, Accordingly they followed us out of town, 
«i Se : and 
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and foon overtook us ; but there being many market people on the 1666. 

way, they were fomewhat hindered from doing what they intended. Rafieanieal 
Yet obferving two of our company ride’ at fome diftance behind, 

they fet upon them two, and one of them drew his fword, and cut 
Richard Moor, the furgeon of Shrewfbury. Mean while another of 

thefe rude fellows came galloping after me and the other friend with 

me ; and we being to pafs over a bridge, fomewhat of the narrow- 

eft for him to pafs by us, he, in his eagernefs to get before us, rode 

into the brook, and plunged his horfe into a deep hole in the water. 

I faw the defign, igpped; and defired friends to be patient, and give 
them no occafion. In this time came Richard Moor up to us, with 


the other friend, who knew the men and their names. Then we %. 


rode on, and a little further met another man on foot, much in li-. 


quor, with a naked {word in his hand, and not far beyond him two Pte 


men and two women, one of which men had his thumb cut off by 
the drunken man; for being in drink he attempted rudenefs to one 
of the women, and this man withftanding him, and refcuing her, he 
whipped out his fword and cut off his thumb. This mifchievous 
man had a horfe, that, being loofe, followed him a pretty way be- 
hind. Irode after the horfe, caught him, and brought him to the 
man who had his thumb cut off ; and bid him take the horfe to the 
next juftice of peace, by which means they might find out, and pur- 
fue the man that had wounded him. 

Upon this occafion I wrote a letter to the juftices, and the judge 
of aflize, which was then at hand. I employed fome friends to carry 
it to the juftices firft. The juftice, to whom the clerk belonged, 
rebuked him and the others alfo, for abufing us upon the highway ; 
fo that they were glad to come and intreat friends not to appear 
againft them at the affize; which, upon their fubmiffion and ac- 

_ knowledgment, was granted. This was of good fervice in the coun- 
= ; oe it {topped may rude people, who had been forward to abufe 
riends. 

We paffed into Herefordthire, where we had feveral bleffed meet= Hereford: 
ings. We had a general men’s meeting alfo, where all the monthly hire. 
mectings were fettled. There was about this time a proclamation 
' againit meetings ; and as we came through Herefordfhire, we were 
“told of a great meeting there of the Prefbyterians, who had en- 

gaged themfelves to ftand, and give up all, rather than forfake their 
. meetings. When they heard of this proclamation, the people came, 
but the prieft was gone, and left them at a lofs. ‘Then they met in 
‘3 a hininitct privately, and provided bread, cheefe, and drink in readi- 
-nefs, that if the officers fhould come, they might put up their bibles 
and fall toeating. The bailiff found them out, came in among 
them, and faid, « Their bread and cheefe fhould not cover them, 
_ “he would have their fpeakers.’ They cried, ‘ What then would 
* become of their wives and children ?, But he took their fpeakers 
and kept them a while. This the bailiff told Peter Young, and faid, 
_ © They were the verieft hypocrites that ever made’ a profeffion of re- 
* ligion.’ 

The like contrivance they had in other places. For there was one 

Pocock at London, that married Abigail Darcy, who was called a 
i. 5G lady ; 


9 


394 
1667. 


’ Hereford- 
fhire. 


Monmouth- 
fhire. 


Rofs. 


" Gloucefter. 
fhire. ~ 


Briftol. 


GEORGE FOX's JOURNAL. 


lady ; and the being convinced of truth, I went to his houfe to fee 
her. ‘This Pocock had been one of the triers of the priefts; and, 
being an high Prefbyterian, and envious againft us, he ufed to call 
our friends houfe-creepers. He being prefent, fhe faid to me, * I 


-* have fomething to fpeak to thee againft my hufband.’ |“ Nay,’ 


faid I, « thou muft not {peak againft thy hufband.’ -‘ Yes,’ faid the, 
but I muft in this cafe. The laft firft day,’ faid the, ‘ he, his 
priefts and people, the Prefbyterians, met; they had candles, 
tobacco-pipes, bread, cheefe, and cold meat on the table ; and 
they agreed beforehand, if the officers fhould come in upon them, 
they would leave their preaching and praying, and fall to their cold 
meat.’ * Oh,’ faid I to him, ‘ is not this a fhame to you who 
imprifoned us, and fpoiled our goods, becaufe we would not join 
you in your religion, and called us houfe-creepers, that ye do 
not ftand to your own religion yourfelves? Did ye ever find: our 
meetings ftuffed with bread and cheefe and tobacco-pipes ? Or did 
ye ever readin the fcriptures of any fuch practice among the faints? 
Why,’ faid the old man, ‘ we mutt be as wife as ferpents.’) Ian- 
fwered, ‘ This is the ferpent’s wifdom indeed. But who would 
‘ have thought that you Prefbyterians and Independents; who per- 
‘ fecuted, imprifoned others, fpoiled their goods, and whipped fuch 
‘* as would not follow your religion, fhould now flinch yourfelves, 
‘ and not dare to ftand to your own religion, but cover it with 
‘ tobacco-pipes, flaggons of drink, cold meat, and bread and 
‘« cheefe!’ But this, and fuch-like deceitful practices, I underftood 
afterwards, were too common amongft them in times of perfecu- 
tion. . 

-. After we had travelled through Herefordfhire, and meetings were 
well fettled there, we paffed into Monmouthfhire, where I had fe- 
veral blefled meetings; and at Walter Jenkins’s, who had been a 
juftice of peace, we had a large meeting, where fome were con- 
vinced: this meeting was quiet. But to a meeting before this came 
the bailiff of the hundred, almoft-drunk, pretending he was to take 
up the {peakers. There was a mighty power of God in the meet- 
ing; fo that, although he raged, it limited him, that he could not 
break up the meeting. When it was over, I ftaid a while, and he . 
ftaid alfo. After fome time J] {poke to him; and fo pafied quietly 

away. At night fome rude people came, and fhot off a mufket 

againft the houfe; but did not hurt any-body.. Thus the Lord’s 

power came over all, and chained down the unruly fpirits; fo that 

we efcaped them.. We came to Rofs that night, and had a meeting 

at James Merrick’s. Tepes aa ie 

After this we came into Gloucefterfhire, and had a general men’s 

meeting at Nathaniel Crips’s, where all the monthly meetings were 

fettled in the Lord’s everlafting power; and the heirs of falvation 
were exhorted-to take their pofleffions in the gofpel, the power of 
God, which was and is the authority of their meetings: Many 

bleffed meetings we had in that'county, before we came to Britto}. 

And after feveral powerful feafons, the men’s and women’s ‘meetings 

avere. fettled there alfo, [ 
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As I was in bed at Briftol, the word of the Lord came to me 167- 
that I muft go back to London. Next morning Alexander Parker, prio, 
and feveral others came to me. I afked them, What they felt? 

They afked me, What was upon me? I told them, I felt I mutt 

return to London. They faid, the fame was upon them. So we 

gave up to return to London; for which way the Lord moved and 

led us, thither we went in his power. Leaving Briftol, we paffed 

into Wiltfhire, and eftablifhed the men’s monthly meetings in the Wilthire. 
Lord’s power there ; and vifited friends till we came to London. 

After we had vifited friends in the city, I was moved to exhort London. 
them to bring all their marriages to the men’s and women’s meet- 
ings, that they might lay them before the faithful ; that care might 

be taken to prevent fuch diforders as had been committed by fome. 
For many had gone together in marriage contrary to their relations 
minds; and fome young, raw people, that came among us, had 
mixed with the world. Widows had married without making pro- 
vifion for their children by their former hufbands, before their fe- 
cond marriage. Yet’I had given forth a paper concerning marriages. 
about the year 1653, when truth was but little fpread, advifing 
friends, who might be concerned in that cafe, ‘ That they might 
‘ lay it before the faithful in time, before any thing was concluded ; 
‘ and afterwards publith it in the end of a meeting, or in a market, 
‘ as they were moved thereto.’ And when all things were found 
clear, being free from all others, and their relations  {atisfied, they 
might appoint a meeting on purpofe, for the taking of each other ; 
« in the prefence of at leaft twelve faithful witneffes.’ Yet thefe di- 
rections not being obferved, and truth being now more {pread over 
the nation, it was ordered by the fame power and Spirit of God, 
« That marriages fhould be laid before the men’s monthly and quar- 
terly meetings, or as the meetings were then eftablifhed; that 
friends might fee, that the relations of thofe who proceeded to 
matriage were fatisfed ; that the parties were clear from all others; 
and that widows had made provifion for their firft hufband’s chil- 
dren, before they married again; and what elfe was needful to be 
inquired into; that all things might be kept clean and pure, and 
‘ be done in righteoufnefs to the glory of God.’ Afterwards it was 
ordered in the wifdom of God, ‘ That if either of the parties in- 
-£ tending to marry came out of another nation, county, or monthly 
« meeting, they fhould bring a certificate from the monthly meeting 
« to which they belonged; for the fatisfaction of the monthly meet- 
£ ing before which they came to lay their intentions of marriage.’ 

After thefe things, with many other fervices for God, were fet, 
in order, and fettled in the city, I paffed out of London, in the lead- 

ings of the Lord’s power, into Hertfordfhire. After I had vifited Hertford. 
friends there, and the men’s monthly meetings were fettled, I had “"~ 
"a great meeting at Baldock of many forts of people. Then return Baldock, 
ing towards London by Waltham, I advifed the fetting up of a {choo] Waltham. 
there for teaching boys; and alfo a women’s fchool to be opened at 
Shacklewell for inftructing girls and young maidens, in whatfoever Shacklewell. 
things were civil and ufeful in the creation. 

2 Thus,. 
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Thus, after feveral precious meetings in the countty, I came to 
London again, where I ftaid a while in the work and fervice of the 
Lord; and then went into Buckinghamfhire, where I had many 
precious meetings. At John Brown’s of Wefton near Aylefbury fome 
of the aan friends of each meeting being gathered together, the 
men’s monthly meetings for that county were eftablifhed, in the or- 
der of the goipel, the power of God ; which confirmed it in all that 
felt it, who came thereby to fee and feel that the power of God 
was the authority of their meetings. I then went to Nathaniel Ball’s, 
at North Newton near Banbury, Oxfordfhire, who was a friend in 
the miniftry. And there being a general meeting, where fome of 
all the meetings were prefent, the monthly meetings for that county 
were fettled in the power of God; and friends were very glad of 
them ; for they came into their fervices in the church, to take care 
for God’s glory. After this, we came into Gloucefterfhire, vifiting 
friends till we came into Monmouthfhire, to Richard Hambery’s ; 
where meeting with fome of all the meetings of that county, the’ 
monthly meetings were fettled there in the Lord’s power, that all in’ 
it might take care of God’s glory, and admonifh and exhort fuch as 
did not walk as became the gofpel. And indeed thefe meetings 
made a great reformation amongft people, infomuch that the juftices. 
took notice of their ufefulnefs. : 

Richard Hambery and his wife accompanied us a day’s journey, 
vifiting friends; till we came to a widow’s, where we lay that night. 
From thence we paffed over the hills, vifiting friends, and declaring 
the truth to people, till we came to another widow’s, where we had 
a meeting. The woman could not {peak Englifh; yet fhe praifed 
the Lord for fending us to vifit them. | . 

- We travelled till we came to Swanfey, where on the firft day we 
had a large and precious meeting, the Lord’s prefence being emi- 
nently amongft us. On a week day afterwards we had a general 
meeting beyond Swanfey, of men friends from Swanfey, ‘Tenby, 
Haverfordweft, and other places; and the monthly meetings were 
fettled in the gofpel order, and received by friends in the power of 
the Lord, whofe truth was over all. . 

From hence we endeavoured to get over the water into Cornwall ; 
and in order thereunto went back through Swanfey to Mumbles, 
thinking to have got paflagé there; but the mafter deceived us: for 
though he had promifed to carry us, when we came he would 
not. We went to another place, where was a paflage-boat, into 
which we got our horfes; but fome rude men in the boat (though 
called gentlemen) threatened to piftol the mafter, if he took us in ; 
who, being afraid of them, turned our horfes out again; which put 
us out of hopes of- getting over that way. Wherefore turning back 
into the country, we ftaid up all night ; and about the fecond hour 
in the morning took horfe, and travelled till we came near Cardiff, 
where we ftaid one night. The next day we came to Newport, and 
it being market-day there, feveral friends came to us, with whom 
we fata while ;. and after.a fine refrefhing feafon together, we parted 
from them, and went forward. Hy OSE lS SIS RR EAS 

Beyond 
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_ Beyond this market-town, we overtook a man who lingered on 
the way, as if he ftaid for fomebody ; but when we came up to him, 
he rode along with us, and afked us many queftions. At length 
meeting, with two, who feemed to be pages to fome great perfons, 
he took acquaintance with them ; and I heard him tell them he would 
{top us, and take us up. We rode on; and when he came to us, 
and would have {topped us, I told him, « None ought to ftop.us 
‘ on the king’s highway, for it was as free for us as for them,’ and 
I was moved to exhort him to fear the Lord. Then he galloped 
away before us; and I perceived his intent was to ftop us at Shipton 
in Wales, a garrifon town, through which we were to pafs.. When 
we were come to Shipton, John-ap-John being with me, we walked 
down the hill into the town, leading our horfes. It being market- 
day there, feveral friends met us, and would have had us to an inn. 
But we were not to go \into any inn ; fo we walked directly through 
the town over the bridge; and then were out of the limits of that 
town. Thus the Lord’s everlafting arm and power preferved us, 
and carried us over in his work and fervice. 

The next firft day we had a large mecting in the Foreft of Dean ; 
and all was quiet. Next day we pafied over the water to Oldftone ; 
where after we had vifited friends, we came again to. William Yeo- 
-mans’s, at Jubb’s Court in Somerfetfhire. From thence we went 
to a meeting at Poflet, whither feveral friends of Briftol came to us. 
After which we went further into the country, and had feveral large 
‘meetings. ‘The Lord’s living prefence was with us, fupporting and 
refrefhing us in our labour and travel in his fervice. 

.We came to a place near Minehead, where we had a general meet- 
ing of the men friends in Somerfetfhire. There came alfo a cheat, 
whom fome friendly people would have had me to have taken along 
with me. I faw he was a cheat; therefore bid them bring him to 

-me, and fee whether he could look me in the face. Some were ready 
to think I was too hard towards him, becaufe I would not let him 
go along with me; but when they brought him to me, he was not 
able to look me in the face, but looked hither and thither ; for he 
was indeed a cheat, and had cheated a prieft, by pretending him- 

felf to be a minifter, he had got a prieft’s fuit, and went away 
with it. 

After the meeting we pafled to Minehead, where we tarried that 
night. In the night I had an exercife upon me, from a fenfe I had 
of a dark fpirit working and firiving to get up to difturb the church 
of Chrift. Next morning I was moved to write a few lines to 

friends, as a warning thereof, as follows: 


_ © Dear Friends, ‘ 
aes in the power of the Lord God, in his Seed that is fet 
2, over all, and is over all trials that you may have from the 
© dark fpirit, which would be owned, in its actings, and thruft itfelf 
* amongft you; which is not come as yet: but in the power of the 
* Lord God, and his Seed, keep over it, and bring it to condemna- 
‘tion. ForI felt a kind of dark fpirit thrufting itfelf up towards 
. 5 H * you, 
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* you, and heaving up laft night; but you may keep it down with 
‘ the power of God; that the witnefs may arife to condemn its act= 
« ings, fo faras it hath fpread its dark works, before it have any 

« admittance. So no more, but my love in the Seed of God, 

* which changeth not.’ ; i 

Me Pat 
¢ Minehead in Somerfetfhire, the | 
‘ 22d of the 4th month, 1668.’. 


~. Devonthire. The next day feveral friends of Minehead accompanied us as far as 
Rend Barnftable and Appledon in Devonfhire, where we had a meeting. 
* Barnftable had been a bloody, perfecuting town, There were two 
men friends of that town, who had been a great while at fea; and — 
coming home to vifit their relations (one of them having a wife 
and children) the mayor of the town fent for them, under pretence 
of difcourfe with them; and put the oaths of allegiance and fupre- 
macy to them. Becauft they could not fwear, he fent them to Exe- 
ter gaol, where judge Archer premunired them; and kept them till 
one of them died in prifon. When I heard of this, I was moved 
to write a letter to judge Archer, and another to that mayor of 
Barnftable, laying their wicked and unchriftian ations upon their 
heads ; and letting them know, that the * blood of that man would 
« be required at their hands.’ 
Cornwall. After a precious meeting at Appledon among fome faithful friends — 
Stratton. there, we pafled to Stratton, and ftaid at an inn all night. Next 
day we rode to Humphrey Lower’s, where we had a very precious 


Truro. meeting; the next day to Truro; {o vifiting friends till we came to 
Land’sEnd, the Land’s End. ‘Then coming by the fouth part of that county, 
oi ges we vifited friends till we came to Tregangeeves, where at Loveday 


Hambley’s we had a general meeting for all the county; in which 
the monthly meetings were fettled in the Lord’s power, and in the 
bleffed order of the gofpel: that all who were faithful might ad- 
monifh and exhort fuch as walked not according to the gofpel; that 
the houfe of God might be kept clean, righteoufnefs might run 
down, and all unrighteoufnefs be fwept away. Several, who had 
run out, were brought to condemn what they had done amifs; and 
through repentance came in again. ig ied) 
Devonthire, Being clear of that county, we came into Devonfhire, and hada 
Plymouth, meeting amongft friends at Plymouth. Whence pafling to Richard 
Brown’s,. we came to the widow Philips’s, where we had fome men 
friends from all the meetings together ; and there the men’s monthly 
meetings were fettled in the heavenly order of the gofpel, the power 
of God; which anfwered the witnefs of God in all. ‘There was a 
great noife of a troop of horfe coming to difturb our meeting ; but 
ie Lord’s power prevented it, and preferved us in peace and 
afety. inne 
_ After things were well fettled, and the meeting done, we came 
King's to King’s Bridge, and vifited friends. Then (leaving friends in thofe 
a parts well fettled in the power of God, we paffed to Topfham -and 
Membury. Membury, vifiting friends, and having many meetings in the way, 
till 
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till we came to Ilcheftet in Somerfetthire. Here we had a general, 168. 
men’s meeting, and therein fettled the men’s monthly meetings for nchefter, 
that county in the Lord’s everlafting power, the order of the gofpel. Somerfet- 
After the meetings were fettled, and friends refrefhed, comforted oath, 
in the Lord’s power, and eftablifhed upon Chrift, their rock and 

- foundation, we paffed to Puddimore ; where, at William Beaton’s, Puddimore, 
we had a bleffed meeting, and all was quiet: though the conftables 


‘e had threatened before. 


When we had vifited moft of the meetings in Somerfetthire, we 
pafled into Dorfetfhire to George Harris’s, where we had a large Dorfethire. 
men’s meeting. There all the men’s monthly meetings for that 
county were fettled in the glorious order of the gofpel; that all in 
the power of God might * feek that which was loft; bring again 
« that which was driven away; cherith the good, and reprove the 
evil. 

Then we came to Southampton, where we had a large meeting Southamp- 
on the firft day. From thence we went to Capt. Reeves’s, where” 
the general men’s meeting for Hampfhire was appointed ; to which 
fome from all parts of the county came, and a blefled meeting we 
had. The men’s monthly meetings for that county were fettled in 
the order of the gofpel, which had brought life and immortality to — 
light in them. 

But there came a rude company of Ranters, who had oppofed and 
difturbed our meetings much. One of the women had lain with a man, 
who declaved it at the Market Crofs, and gloried in his wickednefs. 

A company of thefe lewd people lived together, at a houfe hard-by 
the place of our meeting. I went to the houfe, and told them of 
their wickednefs. The man of the houfe afked, * Why! did I 
« make fo ftrange of that?’ Another of them faid, « It was to tumble 
‘me. I told them, ‘ Their wickednefs fhould not fttumble me; 
* for I was above it.’ I was moved of the Lord to tell them, ‘ The 
* plagues and judgments of God would overtake them, and come 
‘ upon them.’ Afterwards they went up and down the country, 
till at laft they were caft into Winchefter gaol; where the man 
that had lain with the woman ftabbed the gaoler, but not mor- 
tally. After they were let out of gaol, this fellow that ftabbed the 
gaoler hanged himfelf. The woman alfo had like to have cut a 
child’s throat, as we were informed. Thefe people had formerly 
lived about London; and, when the city was fired, they prophefied, 
« That all the reft of London fhould-be burnt within Fourteen Days ;’ 
- and hafted out of town. Though they were Ranters, great oppofers 
of friends, and difturbers of our meetings, yet in the country, where 
_ they came, fome would be apt to fay they were Quakers. Where- 
fore I was moved of the Lord to write a paper, to be difperfed 
amongft the magiftrates and people of Hampfhire, to clear friends 
and truth of them and their wicked actions. 

After the men’s monthly meetings in, thofe parts were fettled, and 
the Lord’s blefied power was over all, we went to a town, where 
we had a meeting with friends. From thence we came to Farnham, Farnham 
where we met many friends, it being the market-day. We had 
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precious meetings up and down that country. Friends in thofe parts 
had formerly been plundered, and their goods much {fpoiled, on ac- 
count of tithes, and for going’ to meetings; but the Lord’s power 
at this time preferved both them and us from falling into the per- 
fecutors hands. . ¥ 

We had a general men’s meeting at a friend’s houfe in Surry ; who 

had been plundered fo extremely, that he had fcarce a cow, horfe, 
or fwine left. ‘The conftables threatened to come and break up our 
meeting ; but the Lord reftrained them. At this meeting the men’s 
monthly meetings were fettled in the authority of the heavenly 
power. After we had vifited friends in that country, and had many 
large and precious meetings, we pafied to a friend’s houfe in Suffex, 
where the general meeting for the men friends of that county was 
appointed to be held; and thither came feveral from London to vifit 
us. We/had-a bleffed meeting; and the men’s monthly meetings 
for that county were then fettled in the Lord's eternal power, the 
gofpel of falvation; that all in it might keep to the order of the 
gofpel. There were at that time great threatenings of difturbance ; 
but the meeting was quiet. We had {everal large mectings in that 
county; though friends were in great fufferings there, and many in 
prifon. I was fent for to vifit a friend that was fick, and went to 
fee friends that were prifoners. There was danger of my being ap- 
prehended ; but I went in the faith of God’s power, and thereby 
the Lord preferved me in fafety. : bie: 
_ We paffed into Kent; where, after we had been at feveral mect- 
ings, we had a general one for the men friends of that county. 
There alfo the men’s monthly meetings for that county were fettled 
in the power of God, and eftablifhed in the order of the gofpel, for - 
all the heirs of it to enter into their fervices and care in the church 
for the glory of God. Friends rejoiced in the order of the gofpel, 
and were glad of the fettlement thereof. 

After this, I vifited the meetings in Kent; and when I had cleared 
myfelf of the Lord’s fervice in that county, I came to London. 
Thus were the men’s monthly meetings fettled through the nation ; 
for I had been in Berkthire before, where moft of the ancient friends 
of that county were in prifon; and when I had informed them of ~ 
the fervice of thefe monthly meetings, they were fettled amongtt 
them alfo. The quarterly meetings were generally fettled before. 
I wrote alfo into Ireland, Scotland, Holland, Barbadoes, and feveral 
parts of America, advifing friends to fettle their men’s monthly 
meetings in thofe countries. For they had their general quarterly 
meetings before ; but now that truth was increafed amongit them, 
they fhould fettle monthly meetings in the power and Spirit of God 
which firft convinced them. Since thefe meetings have been fettled, 
many mouths have been opened in thankfgivings and praife, and 
many have bleffed the Lord, that he fent me forth in this fervice; 
yea, with tears have many praifed him. For all coming to have a 
concern and care for God’s honour and glory, that his name be not 
blafphemed, which they profefs ; and to fee that all who profefs the 
truth, walk in the truth, in righteoufnefs and holinefs, which be- 
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comes the houfé of God, and that all order their converfation aright, 1668. 
that they may fee the falvation of God ; all having this care UPON Kent 
them for God’s glory, and being exercifed in his holy power and 
Spirit, in the order of the heavenly life and gofpel of Jefus, they 
may all fee and know, poffefs and partake of the government of 
Chrift, of the increafe of which there is to be no end. Thus the 
Lord’s everlafting renown and praife is fet up in every one’s heart 
that is faithful; fo that we can fay the gofpel order eftablifhed 
amongift us is not of man, nor by man, but of and by Jefus Chrift, 
in and through the Holy Ghoft. This order of the gofpel, which 
is from Chrift the heavenly man, is above all the orders of men,in 
the fall, whether Jews, Gentiles, or apoftatized Chriftians, and 
will remain when they are gone. For the power of God, which is 
the everlafting gofpel, was before the devil was; and will be and 
remain forever. And. as the everlafting gofpel was preached in the 
apoftles days to all nations, that all might come into the order there- 
of, through the divine power, which brings life and immortality to 
light, that they, who were heirs of it, might inherit the power and 
authority- of it; fo now, fince all nations have drunk the whore’s 
cup, and all the world hath worfhipped the beaft (but they, whofe 
names are written in the book of life from the foundation of the 
world, who have worfhipped God in fpirit and truth, as Chrift com- 
manded) the everlafting gofpel is to be, and is preached again, as 
John the divine forefaw it fhould, to all nations, kindreds, tongues, 
and people. This everlafting gofpel torments the whore, and 
makes her and the beaft to rage, even the beaft that hath power 
over the tongues, which are called the original, to order them; by 
which they make divines, as they call them. But all that receive 
the gofpel, the power of God, which brings life and immortality to 
light, come to {ee over the beaft, devil, whore, and falfe prophet, 
that darkened them and all their worfhips and orders, and come 
to be heirs of the gofpel, the power of God, which was before the 
beaft, whore, falfe prophet, and devil were, and will be when they 
are all gone and caft into the lake of fire. And they that are heirs 
of this power and of this gofpel inherit the power which is the 
authority of this order, and of our meetings. Thefe come to pof- 
__ fefs the joyful order of the joyful gofpel, the comfortable order of 
_ the comfortable gofpel, the glorious order of the glorious gofpel, 
and the everlafting order of the everlafting gofpel, the power of 
God, which will laft for ever, and will out-laft all the orders of 
the devil, and that which is of men or by men. Thefe fhall fee 
the government of Chrift, who hath all power in heaven and earth 
given tohim; and of the increafe of his glorious, righteous, holy, 
juft government there is no end; but his government and his order 
will remain: for he who is the author of it is the firft and the laft, 
the beginning and ending, the foundation of God, which over all 
ftands fure, Chrift Jefus, the Amen... 
Being returned to London, I ftaid fome time, vifiting friends rondon. 
meetings in and about the city. While I was in London, I went 
one day to vifit {quire Marfh, who had fhewed much kindnefs both 
to me and friends.. Ihappened to go when he was atdinner. He 
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no fooner heard of my name, but he fent for me up, and would have 
had me. fit down with him to dinner; but I had not freedom to do 
fo. Several great perfons were at dinner with him ; and he ‘faid ‘to 
one of them who was a’ great Papift, * Here is a Quaker, which 
«you have not feen before.’ The Papift afked me, ‘ Whether I 
« did own the chriftening of children :’ Itold him, ‘ There was 
* no fcripture for any fuch prattice.’ * What!’ faidhe, < ‘not for 
« chriftening children!’ I faid, *¢ Nay.’ I told him, ‘ The one 
‘ baptifm by the one fpirit into one body we owned ; but to throw a. 
€ little water on a child’s face, and fay, that was baptizing and 


€ chriftening it, there was no {cripture for that.’ He afked me, 


¢ Whether I did own the Catholic faith?’ I faid, ‘ Yes;’ but 
added, ‘ That neither the pope nor the papifts were in the Catholic 
‘ faith ; for the true faith works by love, and purifies the heart ; 
« and if they were in that faith that gives victory, by which they 
‘might have accefs to God, they would not tell the people of a 
« ‘purgatory after they were dead. So I undertook to prove, ‘« That 
<¢ neither pope nor papifts, that held a purgatory hereafter, were in 
«* the true faith.” Forthe true, precious, divine faith, which Chrift 
«is the author of, gives victory over the devil and fin, that feparated 
«man and woman from God. And if they (the Papifts) were in | 
‘ the true faith, they would never ufe racks, prifons, and fines to 
* perfecute and force others to their religion, that were not of their 
faith. This was not the practice of the apoftles and primitive 
* Chriftians, who witnefled and enjoyed the true faith of Chrift ; 
* but it was the practice of the faithlefs Jews and heathens {0 to do. 
* But, faid I, {eeing thou arta ‘great leading man among the Papifts, 
« and haft been taught and bred up under the pope, and feeing thou 
« fayeft, “ There is ‘no falvation but in your church ;” I defire to 
« know of thee, “* What it is that doth bring falvation in your 
«‘ church?” He anfwered, “ A good life.” And nothing elfe, 
faid IT? < Yes,’ faid he, * good works!’ ‘ Is this it that brings 
‘ falvation in your church, a good life and good works? Is this 
your doctrine and principle ?’ faid I. « Yes,’ faid he. * Then, faidT, 
neither thou, nor the pope, nor any of the Papifts know what itis 
that brings falvation.’ Heafked me, ‘ What brought falvation inour 
church” Itold him, ‘That which brought falvation to the church © 
in theapoftles days, the fame broughtfalvationto us, and not another ; 
namely, *¢ The Grace of God,” which, the f{cripture fays, ‘* brings 
‘¢ falvation, and hath appeared to all men,” which taught the faints _ 
«then, and teaches us now. This grace, which brings falvation, 

«teaches, “ "To ‘deny ungodlinefs and worldly lufts, and to live 
‘© godly, righteoufly, and foberly.” So it is not the good works, 


a 
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* nor the good life that brings falvation, but the grace.’ ‘ What!’ 


faid the Papift, * doth this grace, that brings falvation, appear unto 
“allmen?’ Yes,’ ‘faidI. ¢° Then,’ faidhe, ‘’I deny that.’ I re- 
plied, * All that deny that are fect-makers, and-are not: in the uni- 
* verfal faith, grace, and truth, which the apoftles were in. Then 
«he {poke tome about the mother-church. I told him, The fe- 
* veral fects in Chriftendom had ‘accufed us, and faid, <* We forfook 
“*our mother-church.” ThePapifts charged us with forfaking their — 
*‘church, faying, Rome was the only mother-church. The Epif- 
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‘ copalians taxed us with forfaking the old proteftant religion, alleg- 
* ing, ‘6 Theirs was the reformed mother-church.” ‘The Prefby- 
 ¢-terians and Independents blamed us for leaving them, each of them 
‘ pretending ‘* Theirs was the-right-reformed church.” But I {aid, 
‘ if we could own any outward place to be the mother-church, we 
* fhould own Jerufalem, where the gofpel was firft preached by 
* Chrift himfelf and the apoftles, where Chrift fuffered, where the 
‘great converfion to Chriftianity by Peter was, where were the 
* types, figures, and fhadows, which Chrift ended, and where Chrift 
* commanded his “ difciples to wait until they wereendued with power 
*¢ from ‘on ‘high.” If any outward place deferved to be called the 
‘ mother, that was the place where the firft great converfion to 
« Chriftianity was. But the apoftle faith, Gal. iv..25, 26. “* Jeru- 
© falem, which now is in bondage with her children ; but Jerufalem, 
«¢ which is above, ‘is free, which is the mother of us all. For it is 
«* written, Rejoice, thou barren, thatibeareft not; break forth and 
«ery, thou that travaileft not; for the defolate hath many more 
*¢ children than fhe that hath an hufband,” ver. 27. The apoftle 
‘ doth not fay, outward Jerufalem was the mother, though the firft 
* and great converfion to Chriftianity was there; and there is lefs 
« reafon for the title [mother] to’be given to Rome, or to any other 
* outward place or city, by the children of Jerufalem, that.is above 
«and free: neither are they Jerufalem’s children that is above 
« and free, who give the title of mother either to outward Jerufalem, 
* to Rome, or toany other place or fect of people. And though this 
‘title [mother] hath been given to places and fects by the degenerate 
* Chriftians, yet we fay ftill, as-the apoftle faid of old, ** Jerufalem 
«¢ that is' above, isthe mother of us all.” We can own no other, 
« neither outward Jerufalem, nor Rome, nor any {ec of people for 
*-our mother, ‘but Jerufalem which is above ; which is free, the 
« mother of all that are’born again, become true believers-in the 
« light, and-are grafted into Chrift, the heavenly vine. ‘For all-who 
“ are’ born-again of the immortal feed, by the word of God, which 
‘ lives and ‘abides ‘for ever, feed upon the milk of the word, the 
* breaft of life, grow by it -in life; and cannot acknowledge any 
* other to be their mother, but Jerufalem which is above.’ ‘ Oh!’ 
faid ‘{quire Marth to the Papift, « You do notknowthisman. Ifhe 
-€ would but come to church now-and-then, -he would be a brave 
‘aman,’ 
‘After fome other difcourfe, I went afide with juftice Marth to.an- 
other «room, to fpeak with him concerning ‘friends ; for he was-a 
_ juftice of peace for Middlefex, and, being a courtier, the other juf- 
tices put much of the management of affairs upon him. He told 
me, ‘ He was ina ftreight how-to act between us and. fome other 
© diffenters. For,’ faid he, « You cannot ‘{wear, and the: Inde- 
*-pendents, Baptifts, and -Fifth-monarchy-people fay alfo, ‘They 
* cannot {wear ; therefore,’ faid he, ‘ how fhall I diftinguifh’ be- 
‘ twixt you and them, fecing they and you allfay, It is for confeience- 
* fake that you cannot fwear?’? I-anfwered, ‘I will thew thee how 
* to diftinguith. They, or moft-of them,. thou {peakeft of, can-and 
* do fwear in fome cafes, but we cannot {wearin any cafe. -If aman 


$ fhould fteal their cows and horfes, and thou fhouldeft afk them 


« whether 
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1669. € whether they would {wear they were theirs? Many of them would 
« readily doit; but if thou try our friends, they cannot fwear for 
‘ their own goods. Therefore, when thou putteft the oath of alle- 
« giance to any of them, afk them, ‘‘ Whether they can {wear in 
‘* any other cafe, as for their cow or horfe ?” Which, if they be 
« really of us, they cannot do, though they can bear witnefs to the 

‘truth.’ I gave him a relation of a trial in Berkfhire, which was — 
thus: < A thief ftole two beafts from a friend of ours. The thief 
« was taken and caft into prifon, and the friend appeared againft 
‘ him at the affizes. But fomebody having informed the judge, that 
‘ the profecutor was a Quaker and could not fwear, the judge, be- 
« fore he heard the friend, faid, “« Is he a Quaker? And will he 
<< not fwear? Then tender him the oaths of allegiance and fupre- 
<< macy.” So he caft the friend into prifon, and premunired him, 
« and fet the thief at liberty.’. Juftice Marfh faid, « That judge was 
‘a wicked man.’. ‘ But,’ faid I, * If we could {wear in any cafe, 
« we would take the oath of allegiance to the king, who is to preferve 
‘ the laws that are \to fupport every man in his eftate. Whereas 
‘ others, that can {wear in fome cafes, to preferve a part of their 
‘ eftates if they be robbed, will not take this oath to the king, who’ 
* is to preferve them in their whole eftates and bodies alfo. So that 
* thou mayeft eafily diftinguifh and. put a difference betwixt us and 

‘ thofe people.’ Juftice Marfh was afterwards very ferviceable to 
friends in this and other cafes ; for he kept feveral, both friends and 
others, from being premunired: and when friends were brought 
before him, in time of perfecution, he fet many of them at liberty. 

When he could not avoid fending to prifon, he fent fome for a few 

-hours, or anight.. At length he went to the king, and told him, 

* He had fent fome of us to prifon contrary to his confcience, and 

‘ he could not do fo any more.’ Therefore he removed his family 

from Limehoufe, where he lived, and took lodgings near James’s’ 

Park. He told the king, < If he would be pleafed to give liberty of 

‘ confcience, that would quiet and fettle all; for then none could 

‘ have any pretence to be. uneafy.’. And indeed he was a very fer-. 

viceable man to truth and friends in his day. : Sh OEP a 

We had great fervice at London'this year; the Lord’s truth came 

over all.. Many who had gone out came in again this year, confeffing 
and condemning their outgoings. wate DMs 
Surry. After I had ftaid fome time in London, I vifited friends in Surry, 
Sige Suffex, and other places that way, and-then travelled northward, 
having Leonard Fell with me. We .vifited friends till we came to 

Warwick. Warwick, where many were in prifon. .We had a meeting in the 
Birmingham, 1OWRdE I paffed from thence to Birmingham. and Badgely. At 

Badgely.  Badgely I hada large meeting. . After which I pafied to Nottingham, — 

Nottingham. where on the firft-day we had a precious meeting, but not without: 
eangss of being apprehended; the conftables having threatened 

riends. ; ; ; : p ARG 

Balby. - 1 pafled from thence, vifiting friends, till I came to Balby, andfo 
York. to York quarterly-meeting.. A bleffed meeting. we had. | Friends. 

had in Yorkfhire feven monthly meetings before, and they were for 

fenfible of the fervice of them, that they defired to have feven more? 
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added; for truth was much fpread in that county. Accordingly in, . 169. 
that quarterly-meeting they were fettled : fo now they have fourteen yoy. 
monthly meetings. | 

It being the affize-time at York, I met with juftice Hotham, a 
well-wifher to friends, who had been tender and very kind to me 

from the firft. 

After I had finifhed my fervice in York, I pafled into the country. 
As I went, a great burden fell upon me ; but I did not prefently know 
the reafon of it. I came to a meeting on firft-day at Richard Ship- pr, ghipton’s. 
ton’s, which was very large. There being a meeting the fame day 
at another place, and the prieft of that place, being mifinformed that 
I was to be there, got a warrant, and made great difturbance at that 


meeting ; of which [aac Lindley gave me an account by the follow- 
ing letter: 


Aihs BS 


HEN thou went’ft from York, the firft-day after thou waft at 
Richard Shipton’s, that day I had appointed a meeting ten 
miles from York, where there had not been a meeting before. But 
the prieft and the con{table got a warrant on the feventh-day, and 
put thy name only in the warrant; for they had heard thou waft 
‘ to be there. They came with weapons and ftaves, and cried, 
«« Where is Mr. Fox ?’ over and over; many friends being there, 
* they concluded thou waft among them. But thofe raveners, being 
* difappointed, plucked me down, abufed me, beat fome friends, 
‘ and then took me before a magiftrate; but he fet meat liberty. 


An a a Cal 


6 


« Ifaac Lindley,’ 
I then vifited friends at Whitby and Scarborough. When I was at whitby: 


Scarborough, the governor, hearing I was come, fent to invite me to Scarborough. 
_ his houfe, faying, ‘ Surely, I would not be fo unkind, as not to 
* come and fee him and his wife.’ After the meeting I went to vifit 
him, and he received me very courteoufly and lovingly. 
Having vifited moft of the meetings in Yorkfhire, the Woulds, The woulds. 


and Holdernefs, I came to Henry Jackfon’s, where I had a great Holdernefs. 


_ meeting. From thence to Thomas Tayler’s, and to John Moor’s Sy a 
at Eldreth, where we had a very large meeting : the Lord’s power Eldreth. 
and prefence was eminently amongft us. Not far from this place lay 

colonel Kirby, lame of the gout, who had threatened, ‘ If ever I 

* came near, he would fend me to prifon again ; and had bid forty 

‘ pounds to any man that could take me,’ as I was credibly in- 

formed. . | | : 

_ After this I came into Staffordthire and Chefhire, where we had Stafordhhire. 
many large and precious meetings. I had a very large one at William “he™"* 
Barns’s, about two miles from Warrington; and: though colonel Warrington. 
Kirby was now got abroad again, as violent in breaking up meetings 

~as-before, and was then at Warrington, the Lord did not fuffer him 
to come to this meeting: fo we were preferved out of his hands. 
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Now was I moved of the Lord to go over into Ireland, to vifit the 
feed of God in that nation.. There went with me Robert Lodge; 
James Lancafter, Thomas Briggs, and John Stubbs. We waited 
near Liverpool for fhipping and wind. After we had waited fome 
days, we fent James Lancafter, who took pafiage, and brought © 
word the fhip was ready, and would take usin at Black-rock. We 
went thither on foot. . It being pretty fair, and the weather very hot, 
I was much {pent with walking. When we arrived the thip was not 
there, fo we were obliged to go to the town and take fhipping. 
When we were got on board, I faid to the reft of the company; 
« Come, ye will'triumph in the Lord ; for we fhall have fair wind and 
‘ weather.’ ‘There were many paffengers in the fhip fick, but not 
one of our company. The mafter and many of the paflengers were 
very loving; and being at fea ona firft-day, I was moved to declare 
truth among them; whereupon the mafter faid to the paflengers, 
‘ Come, here are things that you never heard in your lives.’ When 
we came before Dublin, we took boat, and went afhore ;.and the 
earth and air fmelt, methought, with the corruption of the nation} 
fo that it yielded another fmell to me than England did ; which I 
imputed to the popifh maffacres that had been committed, and the 
blood that had been fpilt in it, from which a foulnefs afcended. - We 
paffed through among the officers of the cuftoms four times, yet they 


-did not fearch us; for they perceived what we were. Some of theni 


were fo envious, they did not care tolook at us. We did not pre~ _ 
fently find friends; but went to an inn, and fent to inquire for fome, | 
who were exceeding glad of our coming, and received us with great 
joy... We ftaid there the weekly meeting, which was a large one, 
and the power and life of God appeared greatly in it. Afterwards 
we pafled to a province-meeting, which lafted two days, there being - 
both a men’s meeting about the poor, and another more general, in 
which a mighty power of the Lord appeared. Truth’ was livingly 
declared, and friends were much refrefhed therein. “s 
‘Pafling from thence about twenty-four miles, we came to another 
place, where we hada very good refrefhing meeting ; after which 
fome papifts were angry,.and raged very much. When I heard of 
it, I fent forone of them, afchool-mafter; but he would not come. 
Whereupon I fent a challenge to him, with all the friars, monks, 
priefts, and jefuits, to come forth, and ‘ try their God and their 
‘ Chrift, which they made of bread and wine ;’ but no anfwer could 
I get from them. Wherefore I toldthem, ‘ They were worfe than 
‘ the priefts of Baal; for Baal’s priefts tried'their wooden god, but 
‘ thefe durft not try their god of bread and wine ;' and Baal’s priefts 
‘ and people did not eat their god, as thefe did, and then make an- 
“ other.’ . of 
We went on .to New-garden, where was a great meeting. From 
thence we travelled to Bandon-bridge and the Land’s-end, having 
many meetingsas we went; in which the mighty power of the ~ 
Lord was manifefted, friends were well refrefhed, and many peo= 
ple were affected with the truth. At:Bandon, the mayor’s wife; 
being convinced, detired her hufband to come to the meeting ; but 
, : 4 ; = ; ; he 
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he bid her for her life the fhould not make known that I was at 
a meeting there. . | 1 
He that was then mayor of Cork, being very envious againft truth 
and friends, had many friends in prifon ; and knowing I was in the 
country, he fent four warrants to take me ; therefore friends were 
defirous that I might not ride through Cork. But being at Bandon, 
there appeared to me in a vifion, ¢ A very ugly-vifag’d man, of a 
‘ black and dark look. My {pirit ftruck at him in the power of 
‘ God, and it feemed to me, that I rode over him with my horfe, 
‘ and my horfe fet his foot on the fide of his face.” When I came 
down in the morning, I told a friend, the command of the Lord was 
to me to ride through Cork; but bid him tell no man. So we took 
horfe,. many friends being with me. When we came near the town, 
friends would have fhewed me a way on the backfide of it; but I 
told them, my way was through the ftreets. Taking Paul Morrice 
to guide me through the town, I rode on; and as we rode through 
the market-place, and by the mayor’s door, he, feeing me, faid, 
« There goesGeorge Fox ;’ but he had not power to. ftop me. When 
we had paffed through the centinels, and were come over the bridge, 
we went to a friend’s houfe, and alighted. ‘There the friends told 
me, what a rage was in the town, and how many warrants were 
granted to take me. While I was fitting there with friends, I felt 
the evil {pirit at work in the town, ftirring up mifchief againft me3 
and I felt the power of the Lord ftrike at that evil {pirit. By-and- 
by fome other friends coming in, told me, ‘ It was over the town; 
« and amongft the magiftrates, that I wasinthe town.’ I faid, ‘Let 
* the devil do his worft.’ After a while that friends were refrefhed 
one in another, and we tfavellers had refrefhed ourfelves, I called fot 
my horfe, and having a friend to guidé me, we went on our way: 
But great was the rage that the mayor and others of Cork were in, 
that they had miffed me, and great pains they afterwards took to 
have taken me, having their fcouts abroad'upon the roads, as I un- 
derftood, to obferve which way I went. . Afterwards, {carce a pub- 
lic meeting Icame to, but {pies came to watch if I was there. And 
the envious magiftrates and priefts fent informations one to another. 
concerning me, defcribing me by my hair, hat, cloaths, and horfe; fo 
that when I was near an hundred miles from Cork they had an account 
- concerning me, and defcription of me, before I came amongft them. 
_ Ohne very envious magiftrate, who was both a prieft and a juttice, 
got a warrant from the judge of aflize to apprehend me; the warrant 


‘ was to go over all his circuit, which reached near an hundred miles. 
Yet the Lord difappointed all their councils, defeated all their de- 
- figns againft me, and by his good hand of Providence preferved me 


out of all their fnares, and gave us many fweet and bleffed opportu- 
nities to vifit friends, and fpread truth through that nation. For 
meetings were very large, friends coming to them far and near ; and. 
other people flocking in. The powerful prefence of the Lord was 
ptecioufly felt with and amongit us; whereby many of the world 
’ were reached, convinced, gathered to the truth, and the Lord’s 
flock was increafed ; and friends were greatly refrefhed and com- 
forted in feeling the love of God. Oh! the brokennefs that was 
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1669. amongft them in the flowings of life! So that, in the power and 
Spirit of the Lord, many together broke out into finging, even with 
audible voices, making melody in their hearts. 


Treland. 


At which time I was moved to declare to friends there in the mi- 


niftry, as followeth : 
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SU8HD, found abroad, you faithful fervants of the Lord, wit- 
neffes in his name, faithful fervants, prophets of the Higheft, 
and angels of the Lord! Sound ye all abroad in the world, to the 
awakening and raifing of the dead, that. they may be awakened, 
and raifed up out ofthe grave, to hear the voice that is living. 
For the dead have long heard the dead, the blind have long wan- 
dered among the blind, and the deaf amongft the deaf. ‘There- 
fore found, ye fervants, prophets, and angels of the Lord, ye 
trumpets of the Lord, that you may awaken the dead, awaken 
them that are afleep in their graves of fin, death, and hell, fea and 
earth, and who lie in the tombs. Sound abroad, ye trumpets, 
and raife up the dead, that they may hear the voice of the Son of 
God, the voice of the Second Adam that never fell, the voice of 
the Light, the. voice of the Life, the voice of the Power, the 
voice of the Truth, the voice of the Righteous, and the voice of 
the Juft. Sound ye the trumpets, the melodious found abroad, 
that all the deaf ears may be opened to hear the pleafant found of 
the trumpet to judgment and life, to condemnation and light. 
Sound your trumpets all abroad, you angels of the Lord, fons and 
daughters, prophets of the Higheft, that all that are dead and 
afleep in the graves, who have been long dreaming and flumbering, 
may be awakened and hear the voice of the Lamb, who have long 
heard the voice of the beaft, that now they may hear the voice of 
the Bridegroom, the voice of the Bride, the voice of the Great 
Prophet, the voice of the Great King, the voice of the Great 
Shepherd and Bifhop of their fouls. Sound it all abroad, ye 
trumpets, among the dead in Adam; for Chrift is come, the {fe- 
cond Adam, that they might have life, yea have it abundantly. 
Awaken the dead, awaken the flumberers, awaken the dreamers, 
awaken them that are afleep, awaken them out of their graves, 


out of their tombs, out of their fepulchres, out of the: feas! 


Sound abroad, ye trumpets, that awaken the dead, that they may 
all hear the found of it in the graves, and they that hear may live 
and come to the Life, that is, the Son of God. He is rifen from 
the dead, the grave could not hold nor contain him, neither could 
all the watchers of the earth, with all their guards, keep him 
therein. Sound, ye trumpets of the Lord, to all the feekers of the 
living among the dead, that he is rifen from the dead ; to all the 
feckers of the living among the dead, and in the graves that the 
watchers keep; he is not in the grave, he is rifen: and there is 
that under the grave of the watchers of the outward grave, which 
muft be awakened and come to hear his voice, who is rifen from 
the dead, that they might come to live. Therefore found abroad, 
you trumpets of the Lord, that the grave might give up her dead, 
and hell and the fea might give up their dead; and all might come 

; : * forth 


GEORGE FOX’s JOURNAL. 

* fotth to judgment, to the judgment of the Lord before his throne, 
*« and have their fentence and reward according to their works. 

« Away with all the chaff and the hufks, and contentions and 
* ftrife, that the fwine feed upon in the mire, and in the fall; and 
* the keepers of them of Adam and Eve’s houfe in the fall, that lies 
* in the mire, out of light and life. | 

'1GiFv 


To James Hutchinfon’s in Ireland came many great perfons, de- 
firing to difcourfe with me about Eletion and Reprobation: | I told 
them, ‘ Though they judged our principle foolifh, it was too high 
« for them, they could not with their wifdom comprehend it; there+ 
* fore I would difcourie with them according to their capacities. You 
“ fay,’ faidI, « that God hath ordained the greateft part of men for 
hell, and that they were ordained fo before the world began ; for 
‘ which your proof is in Jude. You fay, Efau was reprobated, and 
« the Egyptians, and the ftock of Ham. But Chrift faith to his dif= 
* ciples, “« Go, teach all nations;” and, “* Go into all nations, 
«and preach the gofpel of life and falvation.” If they were to go to 
¢ all nations, were they not to go to Ham’s ftock, and Efau’s ftock? 
© Did not Chrift die for all? Then for the ftock of Ham, of Efau, 
« and the Egyptians. Doth not the fcripture fay, ‘‘ God would have 
«© all men to be faved?” Mark, ‘* All men;” then the ftock of 
« Efau, and of Ham alfo. Doth not God fay, ‘‘ Egypt my people?” 
_ and that he would have an altar in Egypt? Ifa. xix. Were there 

~ € not many Chriftians formerly in Egypt? And doth not hiftory 

* fay, that the bifhop of Alexandria would formerly have been pope ? 
« And had not God a church in Babylon? I confefs, «« The word 
«© came to Jacob, and the ftatutes to Hrael; the like was not to 
*« other nations.” For the law of God was given to Ifrael ; but the 
« gofpel was to be preached to all nations, amd is to be preached. 
« The gofpel of peace and glad-tidings to-all nations, ‘* He that be 
«« lieves is faved, but he that doth not believe is condemned already ;” 
« fo the condemnation comes through unbelief. And whereas Jude 
‘ {peaks of fome that were of old ordained (or written of before) 
€ to condemnation, he doth not fay, before the world began ; but, 
-€« written of old,” which may be referred to Mofes’s writings, who 
« wrote of thofe whom Jude mentions, namely Cain, Corah, Balaam, 
« and the angels that kept not their firft eftate; and fuch Chriftians 
« as followed them in their way, and apoftatized from the firft ftate 
© of Chriftianity, were and are ordained for condemnation by the 
«light and truth, which they are gone from. And though the 
« apoftle fpeaks of God’s loving Jacob-and hating Efau, yet he tells 
« the believers, <* We all were by nature children of wrath, as well 

«as others.” This imcludes the ftock of Jacob, of which the 

€ apoftle himfelf and all believing Jews were. Thus both Jews and 

€ Gentiles were all concluded under fin, and fo under condemnation, 

-¢ that God might have mercy upon all through Jefus Chrift. The 
© eleStion and choice ftands in Chrift: ** and he that believes is 

«© faved, and he that believes not is condemned already.” Jacob 

‘ typifies the fecond birth, which God loved » and both Jews and: 
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¢ Gentiles muft be born again, before they can enter the kingdom of 
‘« God. When you are born again, ye will know election and re+* 
* probation ; for the election ftands in Chrift, the feed, before the 
* world began; but the reprobation lies in the evil feed fince the’ 
‘ world began.’ After this manner, but fomewhat more largely,’ I 
difcourfed with thofe great perfons about this matter, and they con-'— 
feffed they had never heard fo much before. 


After I had travelled over Ireland, and vifited friends in their 


meetings, as well for bufinefs as worfhip, and anfwered {feveral 
papers and writings from monks, friars, and Proteftant priefts (for 
they all were in a rage againft us, and endeavoured to ftop the work 
of the Lord, and fome Jefuits fwore in fome of our hearing, that we 
came to fpread our principles in that nation, but we fhould not do it) 
I returned to Dublin, in order to take paflage for England. When I 
had ftaid the firft-day’s meeting there, which was very large and pre- 
cious, there being a fhip ready, and the wind ferving, we took our 
leave of friends ; parting in much tendernefs and brokennefs, in the 
fenfe of the heavenly life and power, manifefted amongft us.. Having 
put our horfes and neceflaries on board in the morning, we went our-’ 
felves in the afternoon, many friends accompanying us to the fhip ;' 
and divers friends and friendly people followed us in boats, when 
we were near a league at fea, tieir love drawing them, though 
not without danger. A good, weighty, and true people there’ 
is in that nation, fenfible of the power of the Lord God, ten- 
der of his truth, and very good order they have in their meetings ; 
for they ftand up for righteoufnefs and holinefs, which dams up 
the way of wickednefs. A precious vifitation they had, and 
there is an excellent fpirit in them, worthy to be vilited. Many 
things:more I could write of that nation, and of my travels in it, 
which would be large to mention particularly; but thus much I 
thought good to fignify, that the righteous may rejoice in the prof- 
perity of truth. . 
James Lancafter, Robert Lodge, and Thomas Briggs came back’: 
with me ; John Stubbs, having further fervice there, ftaid behind. 
We were two nights at fea; in one of which a mighty ftorm arofe 
that put the veffel in great danger ; but I faw the power of God went 
over the winds and ftorms, he had them in his hand, and his power 
bound them. And the fame power of the Lord God, which carried’ 
us over, brought us back again; and in his life gave us dominion 
over all the evil {pirits that oppofed us there. } 


We landed at Liverpool, and went to Richard Johnfon’s, William 


Barnes’s, and to William Gandy’s, vifiting friends, and having many’ 
precious meetings in Lancafhire and Chefhire. We came into Glou-’ 
cefterfhire, and met with a report at Nailfworth, which was {pread 
in that country, ‘ That George Fox was turned Prefbyterian, that a 
‘ pulpit was prepared for him and fet ina yard, and that there would’ 
‘ be a thoufand people there the next day to hear him.’ I thought 
it ftrange, that fuch a report fhould be raifed of me ; yet as we went — 


further from one friend’s houfe to another, we met with the fame. _ 


We pafled by the yard where the pulpit was, and faw it, and went to 


’ the place where friends meeting was to be next day, where we ftaid that 


night. 


* 
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hight Next day, being the firft day, we had avery large meeting, _ 1669. 
‘ and the Lord’s power and prefence was amongft us. . _ Giecn- 
The occafion of this ftrange report (as I was informed) was this, thire. 
There was.one John Fox, a Prefbyterian prieft, who ufed to go 
about preaching ; and fome, changing his name from John to George, 
gave out that George Fox was turned from a Quaker to be a Prefbyte- 
rian, and would preach at fuch a place fuch a day. This begat fuch 
curiofity in the people, that many went thither to hear this Quaker 
turned Prefbyterian, who would have not gone to have heard John 
Fox himfelf. By this means it was reported they had got together 
above a thoufand people. But when they came there, and perceived 
they hada trick put upon them, that he was but a counterfeit George 
Fox, and under{tood that the real George Fox was hard-by, feveral 
hundreds came to our meeting, and were fober and attentive. <‘ I 
« directed them to the grace of God in themfelves, which would 
« teach them, and bring them falvation.’ When the meeting was - 
over, fome of the people faid, ‘ They liked George Fox the 
* Quaker’s preaching better than George Fox the Prefbyterian’s.’ 
Thus, by my providential coming into thofe parts at that time, this 
falfe report was difcovered, and fhame came over the contrivers 
of it. | 
Not long after this John Fox was complained of in the houfe of 
commons, for ‘ having a tumultuous meeting, in which treafon- 
_ £ able words were fpoken:’ Which (according to the beft informa- 
tion I could get) was thus. John Fox had formerly been prieft of 
Mansfield in Wiltfhire ; and, being put out of that place, was after~ 
wards permitted by a common-prayer-prieft to preach fometimes in 
his fteeple-houfe. At length this Prefbyterian prieft, prefuming too 
far upon the parifh-prieft’s former grant, began to be more bold 
than welcome, and attempted to preach there whether the parifh- 
prieft would or no. ‘This caufed a great buftle and conteft in the 
aie borne the two priefts, and their hearers on either 
fide : in which conteft the common-prayer-book was cut to pieces, 
_ and_fome treafonable words fpoken by. fome of the followers of John 
Fox. This was quickly put in the news, and fome malicious Pref- 
byterians caufed it to be fo worded, as if it had proceeded from 
George Fox the Quaker, tho’ I was above two hundred miles from 
the place when this buftle happened. When I heard of it, I foon 
procured certificates from fome of the members of the houfe of 
commons, who knew this man, and gave it under their hands, that 
© it was J. Fox, who had formerly been parfon of Mansfield in Wilt- 
- fhire, that was complained of to the houfe of commons, to be the 
: chief ringleader in that unlawful affembly. . 
a? And indeed this John Fox difcovered himfelf to. be an ill man ; 
. for fome, who had been his followers, came to be convinced of 
truth, and thereupon left him; upon which he came to fome of 
their houfes, to talk with them; and they telling him, ¢ He was in 
___ * the fteps of the falfe prophets, preaching for hire and filthy lucre, 
Mey ‘ like thofe whom Chrift cried,wo againtt, and the apoftles declared 
* againft, fuch as ferved not the Lord Jefus Chrift but their own 
‘ bellies, and telling him, Chrift faid, Freely»ye have ea 
; * freely 
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1669. freely give, and therefore he fhiould not take money of peopfe fot 


Gloucefter- 
fhire. 


Briftol. 


‘ preaching, efpecially now times were fo hard ;’ he replied, « God 
¢ blefs preaching ; that brings in money; let times go how they 
é will. Fill my belly with good victuals; then call me falfe pro- 
¢ phet, or what you will, and kick me about the houfe when ye 
« have done, if ye will.’ This relation I had from a man and his 
wife, who had been formerly his hearers, and whom John Fox 
(with others) caufed deeply to fuffer. For he, and fome other Pref- 
byterian priefts, reforting to a widow woman’s, who had the impro- » 
priation, and took the tithes of the parifh, fhe told them, ‘ There 
¢ was a Quaker in that parifh that would not pay her tithes ;’ and 
afked, what fhe fhou!d do with him. They advifed her, * To fend 
‘ workmen to cut down and carry away his corn:’ which fhe did, 
and thereby impoverifhed the man. But to procced. 

After this meeting in Gloucefterfhire, we travelled till we came 
to Briftol ; where I met with Margaret Fell, who was come to vifit 
her daughter Yeomans. I had feen from the Lord a confiderable 
time before, that I fhould take Margaret Fell to be my wife; and 
when I firft mentioned it to her, the felt the anfwer of Life from 
God thereunto. But though the Lord had opened this thing to me, 
yet I had not received a command from him for the accomplifhing 
of it then. Wherefore I let the thing reft, and went on in the 
work and fervice of the Lord, according as he led me ; travelling in 
this nation, and through Ireland. But now being at Briftol, and 
finding Margaret Fell there, it opened in me from the Lord, that 
the thing fhould be accomplifhed. After we had difcourfed the 
matter together, I told her, ‘ If fhe alfo was {atisfied with the ac- 
* complifhing of it now, fhe fhould firft fend for her children?’ which 
fhe did. When the reft of her daughters were come, I afked both 
them and her fons-in-law, ‘ If they had any thing againft it, or for 
‘ it? and they all feverally expreffed their fatisfaction therewith. 
Then I afked Margaret, < If the had fulfilled her hufband’s will to 
‘ her children?’ She replied, ‘ The children knew fhe had.’ 
Whereupon I afked them, ‘ Whether, if their mother married, 
* they fhould not lofe by it?’ I afked Margaret, ‘ Whether fhe had 
* done any thing in lieu of it, which might anfwer it to the children?” 
The children faid, ‘ She had anfwered it to them, and defired me 
* to fpeak no more of it.’ I told them, ‘ I was plain, and would 
* have all things done plainly: for I fought not any outward advan- 
‘ tage to myfelf.” So our intention of marriage was laid before 
friends both privately and publicly, to their full fatisfaion, 
many of whom gave teftimony that it was of God. Afterwards, a 
meeting being appointed on purpofe for the accomplifhing thereof, 


-in the publick meeting-houfe at Broad Mead in Briftol, we took each 


other in marriage ; the Lord joining us together in the honourable 
marriage, in the everlafting covenant and immortal Seed of life. In 
the fenfe whereof, living and weighty teftimonies were borne there+ 
unto by friends in the movings of the heavenly power, which united 
us together. Then was a certificate, relating both the proceedings 
and the marriage, openly read, and figned by the relations, and by 

. . mott 
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moft of the ancient friends of that city; befides many others from 1669. 
_ divers parts of the nation. 

We ftaid about -a week in Briftol, and,then went together to Old- Oldftone. 
ftone: where taking leave of each other in the Lord, we parted, 
betaking ourfelves each to our feveral fervice; Margaret returning 

homewards to the north, and I paffing on in the work of the Lord 

-“as before. I travelled through Wiltfhire, Berkthire, Oxfordthire, Wilthire. 
Buckinghamfhire, and fo to London, vifiting friends : in all which Biswre’ S 

counties J had many large and precious meetings. Buckingham! 
Being in London, it came upon me to write to friends throughout — 

the nation, about putting ont poor children to trades.’ Wherefore “"°” 

I fent the following epiftle to the quarterly meetings of friends in all 

_ the counties. : 


* My dear Friends, 
Ps Eat every quarterly meeting make inquiry through all the 
¢ 


monthly and other meetings, to know all friends that are 

© widows, or others, that have children fit to put out to apprentice- 
‘, fhips; fo that.once a quarter you may {et forth an apprentice from 
* your quarterly meeting ; fo you may fet forth four in a year in each 
‘ county, or more, if there be occafion. This apprentice, when 
* out of his time, may help his father or mother, and fupport the 
family that is decayed; and, in fo doing, all may come to live 

* comfortably. This being done in your quarterly meetings, ye 
will have knowledge through the county, in the monthly and par- 
ticular meetings, of mafters fit for them; and of fuch trades as 
their parents or you defire, or the children are moft inclinable to. 
Thus being placed out to friends, they may be trained up in truth ; 
and by this means in the wifdom of God, you may preferve friends 
children in the truth, and enable them to be a ftrength and help 
to their families, and nurfers and prefervers of their relations in 
their ancient days. Thus alfo, things being ordered in the wif- 
dom of God, you will take off a continual maintenance, and free 
yourfelves from much cumber. For in the country, ye know, ye 
“may fet forth an apprentice for a little to feveral trades, as.brick- 
layers, mafons, carpenters, wheelwrights, ploughwrights, taylors, 
tanners, curriers, blackfmiths, fhoemakers, nailers, butchers, 
weavers of linen and woollen, ftuffs and ferges, &c. And you 
may do well to have a ftock in your quarterly meetings for that 
purpofe. All that is given by any friends at their deceafe (except 
it be given to fome particular ufe, perfon, or meeting) may be 
- * brought to the publick ftock for that purpofe. This will be a 
- * way for the preferving of many that are poor among you; and it 
“« will be a way of making up poor families. In feveral counties it 

* is practifed already. Some quarterly meetings fet forth two appren- 
* tices; and fometimes the children of others that are laid on the 
* parifh. You may bind them for fewer or more years, according 
* to their capacities. In all things the wifdom of God will teach 
* you; by which ye may help the children of poor friends, that they 
* may come to fupport their families, Rr preferve them in the fear 
5 AS? 6 © of 
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- 1669. ¢ of God. Sono more, but my love in the everlafting Seed) "by ' 
“—v—~ « which ye will have wifdom to order all things to the glory of 
s God rn eas} ~ me 
yy Terie 
‘London, the firft of the 
‘ rith month, 1669.’ 


I ftaid not long in Londons but having vifited friends, and finding 
a things there quiet and well, the Lord’s power being over all, I pafiéd 
pie: Yi 4. into Effex and Hertfordfhire, where I had many precious meetings. 
fhires Intending to go as far as Leicefterfhire, I wrote a letter to my wife, 
to acquaint her therewith; that, if fhe found it convenient, fhe 
“Sey 7a might meet me there. From Hertfordfhire I turned into Cambridge- 


Flanunedod: fhire; thence into Huntingdonfhire, and fo into Leicefterthire ; 


thire. where, inftead of meeting my wife, I heard fhe was haled out of 
oe her houfe to Lancafter prifon, by an order got from the king ‘and 


1670. council, to fetch her back to prifon upon the old premunire ; though’ 
fhe had been difcharged from that imprifonment by an order from 
the king and council the year before. Wherefore; having vifited” 
Warwick. friends as far as Leicefterfhire, I returned by Derbyfhire and War-' 
fhire. wickfhire to London; having had many large and blefled meetings 
in the feveral counties I paffed through, and been {weetly refrefhed 

amonegft friends in my travels. 

London. As foon as I was got to London, I haftened Mary Lower and ~ 
Sarah Fell (two of my wife’s daughters) to the king, to acquaint 
him how their mother was-dealt with, and fee if they could get a 
full difcharge for her, that fhe might enjoy her eftate and liberty 
without moleftation. This was fomewhat difficult, but by diligent 
attendance they at length obtained it; the king giving command to 
Sir John Otway to fignify his pleafure therein by letter to the fheriff, 
and others concerned in the country. Which letter Sarah Fell, go- 
ing down with her brother and fifter Rous, carried with her to Lan- 
cafter ; and by them I wrote to my wife, as followeth : 


« My dear heart in the truth and life, that changeth not, 9 
é [ was upon me that Mary Lower and Sarah fhould go to the 
‘ * king concerning thy imprifonment; and to Kirby, that the 
‘ power of the Lord might appear over them all in thy deliverance. 

‘ They went; and then thought to have come down; but it was~ 
‘ upon me to ftay them a little longer, that they might follow the 
© bufinefs till it was effected: which it now is, and is-here fent. 
‘ The late declaration of mine hath been very ferviceable, people 
‘ being generally fatisfied with it. So no more, but my love in the 
‘ holy Seed. . 

ts GF,’ 


The declaration here mentioned was a printed fheet, written upon _ 
occafion of a new perfecution ftirred up. For by that time I was 
got to London, a frefh ftorm was rifen, occafioned, it was thought, 
by that tumultuous meeting in a fteeple-houfe in Wiltfhire or Glou- 
eefterfhire, mentioned a little before; from which, as it was faid, 
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fome members of parliament took advantage to get an act paffed 1670. 
againit feditious conventicles ; which foon after came forth, and was pondon. 
turned againft us, who of all people were free from {edition and 
tumult. Whereupon I wrote a declaration, fhewing from the pre- 
amble and terms of the act that we were not fuch a people, nor 

our meetings’fuch as wete defcribed in that act. Befides that decla- 

ation, I wrote alfo another fhort paper, on the occafion of that act 
againft meetings ; opening our cafe to the magiftrates, as followeth : 


‘ FRIENDS, confider this aét, which limits our meetings to 
‘ five. Is this * todo as ye would be done by? Would ye 
© be fo ferved yourfelves? We own Chrift Jefus as well as you, his 
“coming, death, and refurrection ; and if we be contrary-minded 
« to you.in fome things, is not this the apoftle’s exhortation, to 
‘© wait till God hath revealed it?’ Doth not he fay, « What is not 
of faith, is fin?’ Seeing we have not faith in things which ye 
* would have us to.do, would it not be fin in us if we fhould act 
© contrary to our faith ? Why fhould any man have power over any 
© other man’s faith, feeing Chrift is the author of it? When the 
« apoftles preached in the name of Jefus, and great multitudes heard 
* them, and. the rulers forbad them to {peak any more. in that name, 
« did not they bid them judge whether it were better to obey God 
‘ or man? Would. not this act have taken hold of the twelve apo- 
*« ftles and feventy difciples; for they met often together? If there 
« had been a law made then, that not above five fhould have met 
« with Chrift, would not that have been an hindering him from 
¢ meeting with his difciples ? Do ye think that he, who is the wif- 
« dom of God, or his difciples, would have obeyed it? If fuch.a 
© law had been made in the apoftles days, that not above five might 
« have met together, who had been different-minded from either 
‘ the Jews or the Gentiles, do ye think the churches of Chrift at 
¢ Corinth, Philippi, Ephefus, Thefialonica, or the reft of the ga- 
© thered churches, would have obeyed it? O therefore confider ! 
« for we are chriftians, and partake of the nature and life of Chrift. 
« Strive not to limit the Holy One;* for God’s power cannot be 
‘ limited, and is. not to be quenched. ‘* Do unto all men as ye 
«© would have them do unto you; for that is the law and the pro- 
«* phets.” 

'€ This is from thofe who with you all well, and defire your ever- 
'* lafting good and profperity, called Quakers; who feek the 
_-€ peace and good of all people, though they afflict us, and caufe 

Bi-* us to’ fuffer.’ 


Sit aa EN sh 


As I had endeavoured to foften the magiftrates, and to take off 
the fharpnefs of their edge in the execution of the act, fo it was 
upon me to write a few lines to friends, to ‘ ftrengthen and encou- 
« rage them to ftand faft in their teftimony, and bear, with chriftian 
« patience and content, the fuffering that was coming upon them.’ 
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‘ Me dear friends, Keep in the faith of God above all outward 
a things, and in his power, that hath given you dominion over _ 
¢ all. The fame power of God is ftill with you to deliver you as 
formerly: for God and his power is the fame; his Seed is over 
all; and before all; and will be, when that which makes to fuffer 
is gone. Be of good faith in that which changeth not; for what- 
foever any doth againft the truth it will come upon themfelves, 
and fall as a millftone on their heads. If the Lord fuffer you to be 
tried, let all be given up; look at the Lord and his power, which 
is over the whole world, and will remain when the world is gone. 
In the Lord’s power and truth rejoice, friends, over that which 
makes to fuffer, in the Seed, which was before it was: for the 
life, truth, and power of God is over all. All keep in that ; and 
if ye fuffer in that it is to the Lord. bok! 
‘ Friends, the Lord hath bleffed you in outward things ; and now 
he may try you, whether your minds be in outward things, or 
with the Lord that gave youthem? Therefore keep in the Seed, 
by which all outward things were made, and which is over them 
all. What! fhall not I pray, and {peak to God, -with my. face 
towards heavenly Jerufalem, according to my wonted Time? Let 
not any one’s Dalilah fhave his head, left fuch lofe their ftrength ; _ 
neither reft in its lap, left the Philiftines be upon you. For your 
reft is in Chrift Jefus; therefore reft not in any thing elfe. 


a Ww aA aw ROR, 8 OAR 8 


¢ London, the 12th of the ved Koad 
« 2d Month, 1670.’ 


Gracechurche On the next firft day after the at came in force, I went to the 


ftreet meet- 
ing. 


meeting-houfe at Gracechurch-ftreet, where I expected the {torm 
was moft likely to begin. When I camethere, I found the ftreet’ 
full of people, and a guard fet to keep friends out of their meeting- 
houfe. I went to the other pafflage, out of Lombard-ftreet, where 
alfo I found a guard; but the court was full of people, and a friend 
was {peaking amongft them: but fpoke not long. _When he had 
done, I ftood up, and was moved to fay, ‘ Saul, Saul, why perfe- 
* cuteft thou me? It is hard for thee to kick againft that: which 
‘ pricks thee. Then I fhewed, it is Saul’s nature that perfecutes 
* fill; and that they, who perfecute Chrift in his members now, 
* where he is made manifeft, kick againft that which pricks them. 
* That it was the birth of the flefh that perfecuted the birth born of 
‘ the Spirit; and that it was the nature of dogs to tear and devour 
‘ the fheep; but that we fuffered as fheep that bite not again; for 
* we were a peaceable people, and loved them that perfecuted us.’ | 
After I had fpoken a while to this effet, the conftable came with 
an informer and foldiers; and as they pluck down, I faid,. 
* Bleffed are the peace-makers.’ The commander of the foldiers put 
me among the foldiers, and bid them fecure me, faying to. me, * You. 
* are the man I looked for.’ They took alfo John Burneyate, with 
another friend, and had us away firft to ‘the Exchange, and after~ 
wards towards Moorfields. As we went along the ftreets the people 
were very moderate. Some of them laughed at the conftable, and 
* told 
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told him, ‘ We would not run away.’ The informer went with 1670. 
us unknown ; till falling into difcourfe with one of the company, he foray 
faid, * It would never be a good world till all people came to the 
© good old religion that was two hundred years ago.’ Whereupon 
I afked him, * Art thou a Papift? What! a Papift informer? for 
* two hundred years ago there was no other religion but that of the 
. © Papifts.’ He faw he had enfnared himfelf, and was vexed at it ; 
_ for as he went along the ftreets, I fpoke often to him, and mani- 
fefted what he was. When we were come to the mayor’s houfe, 
and were in the court-yard, feveral afked me, ‘ How and for 
© what I was taken?’ I defired them to afk the informer; and alfo 
know what his name was: but he refufed to tell his name. Where- 
upon one of the mayor's officers, looking out at a window, told him, 
a He fhould tell his name before he went away : for the lord mayor 
* would know by what, authority he intruded himfelf with foldiers 
« into the execution of thofe laws which belonged to the civil ma- 
 ¢ giftrate to execute, and not to the military.’ After this, ‘he was 
eager to be gone ; and went to the porter to be let out. One of the 
officers called to him, faying, ‘ Have you brought people here to 
‘ inform againft, and now will you go away before my lord mayor 
« comes ?’ Some called to the porter not to let him out ; whereupon 
he forcibly pulled open the door, and flipped out. No fooner was 
he come into the {treet but the people gave a fhout, that made the 
ftreet ring again, crying out, ‘ A Papift informer! A Papift inform- 
‘er!’ We defired the conftable and foldiers to go and refcue him 
out of the people’s hands, left they fhould do him a mifchief. They 
went, and brought him into the mayor’s entry, where we ftaid a 
while: but when he went out again, the people received him with 
fuch another fhout. Whereupon the foldiers were obliged to refcue 
him once more; and then they had him into an houfe in an alley, 
where they perfuaded him to change his perriwig, fo he got away 
unknown. 
When the mayor came, we were brought into the room where 
he was, and fome of his officers would have taken off our hats; 
which he perceiving, bid them ‘ let us alone, and not meddle with 
© our hats; for,’ faid he, ‘ they are not yet brought before me in ju- 
« dicature. So we flood by, while he examined fome Prefbyterian 
and Baptift teachers; with whom he was fomewhat fharp, and con- 
victed them. After he had done with them, I was brought to the 
table where he fat; and then the. officers took off my hat. The 
‘mayor faid mildly to me, ‘ Mr. Fox, you are an eminent man 
* amongtt thofe of your profeffion ; pray, will you be inftrumental 
* to difluade them from meeting in fuch great numbers? for, feeing 
‘ Chrift hath promifed, that where two or three are met in his 
« name, he will be in the midft of them; and the king and parlia- 
‘ ment are gracioufly pleafed to allow of four to meet together to 
‘ worfhip God ; why will not you be content to partake both of 
« Chrift’s promife to two or three, and the king’s indulgence to four!’ 
I anfwered to this purpofe: ‘ Chrift’s promife was not to difcourage 
* many from meeting together in his name; but to encourage the 
* few, that the feweft might not forbear to meet, becaufe of their 
5N * . ©fewnefs, 
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1670. € fewnefs. But if Chrift hath promifed to manifeft his preferice in 
ed 


_ Londen; 


¢ 


the midft of fo fmall an affembly, where but two or thtee were 


« gathered in his name, how much more would his prefence abound, 


~ «& 


where two or three hundred are gathered in his name? I wilhed 
him to confider whether this at would not have taken hold of 


‘ Chrift, with his twelve apoftles and feventy difciples (if it had 


been in their time) who ufed to meet often together, and that in 
great numbers ? However, I told him this act did not concern us; 


for it was made againft feditious meetings, of fuch as met, under 


colour and pretence of religion, to contrive infurrections, as (the 
act fays) late experience had fhewn; but we had been fufficient- 
ly tried ‘and proved, and always found peaceable; therefore he 
fhould do well to put a difference between the innocent and the 
guilty.’ He faid, « The act was made againft meetings, and a 
worfhip not according to the liturgy.’ I told him, ‘ [According ~ 
to] was not the very fame thing; and-afked him, whether the li- | 
turgy was according to the fcriptures ? And whether we might not 
read fcriptures, and fpeak {criptures? He faid, Yes. I told him, 
This a&t took hold only of fuch as met to plot and contrive infur- 
rections, as Jate experience had fhewn; but they had never expe- 
rienced that by us. Becaufe thieves are fometimes on the road, 
muft not honeft men travel? And becaufe plotters and contrivers 
have met to do mifchief, muft not an honeft, peaceable people meet 
to do good? If we had been a people that met to plot and contrive 
infurrections, &c. we might have drawn ourfelves into fours ; for 
four might do more mifchief in plotting than if there were four hun- 
dred, becaufe four might {peak out their minds more freely to one. 
another than four hundred could. ‘Therefore we being innocent, 
and not the people this at concerns, we keep out meetings as we 
ufed to do; and I faid, I believed that he knew in his confcience 


we were innocent.’ After fome more difcourfe he took our names, 


and the places where we lodged, and at length, as the informer was 
gone, fet us at liberty. 


Gracechurch- ¢ 


ftreet meet- 


ing. 


€ 


Being at liberty, the friends with me afked, ¢ Whither I would 
go? Itold them, ‘ To Gracechurch-ftreet meeting again, if it» 
was not over. When we came there, the people were generally 


gone; only fome few ftood at the gate. We went into Gerrard Ro- 
berts’s. From thence I fent to know how the other meetings in the 
eity were? And underftood, that at fome of the meeting-places 
friends were kept out; at others they were taken, but fet at liberty” 
again a few days after. A glorious time it was; for the Lord’s 
power came over all, and his everlafting truth got renown. For as 
faft as fome, that were fpeaking, were taken down, others were 
moved of the Lord to ftand up and fpeak, to the ‘admiration of the 
people; and the more, because many Baptifts and other fectaries left 
their publick meetings, and came to fee how the Quakers would 
ftand. As for the informer aforefaid, he was fo frighted, that there 
durft hardly any informer appear publickly again in London for 
fome time after. But the mayor, whofe name was Santuel Starling, 
though he-carried himfelf fmoothly towards us, proved afterwards 
a very great perfecutor of our friends, many of whom he eaft into 


prifon, 
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“prifoa, as may be feen in the trials of W. Penn, W. Mead, and 


others at the Old Bailey this year, 

After fome time the heat of perfecution in the city began to abate, 
and meetings were quieter there. I being then clear of the city, 
went to vilit friends in the country; and attended feveral meetings 
in Middlefex, Buckinghamfhire, and Oxfordthire, which were quiet, 
though in fome places there was much threatening. At Reading 
moft of the friends were in prifon ; and I went to vifit them. When 
I had been a while with them, the friends that were prifoners ga~ 
thered together,.and feveral other perfons came in; fo [had a fine op-= 
portunity amongft them, and ‘ declared the word of life, encouraging 
* them in the truth; and they were refrefhed in feeling the prefence 
© and power of the Lord amongft them.’ When the meeting was 
ended, the gaoler underftanding I was there, friends were concerned 
how to get me fafe out again; for they feared he fhould ftop me. 
After I had ftaid a while, and eat with them, 1 went down ftairs, 
and the. gaoler being at the door, I put my hand in my pocket, which 
he had fuch an eye to, hoping to get fomething of me, that he afked 
me no queftion. SoI gave him fomething, and bad him ‘be kind 
* and civil to my friends in prifon, whom I came to vifit ;’ and he 
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let me pafs out without interruption. But foon after Ifaac Pening- _ 


ton coming to vifit them, he ftopped him, and caufed him to be 
made a prifoner. ‘ 

Next morning I rode to a meeting at Baghurft in Hampfhire ; 
Thomas Briggs being with me. When we came into the parith, 
fome fober people told us, ‘ the prieft of the town was an envious 
¢ man, and did threaten us.’ We went to the meeting, which was 


large, and after fome time Thomas Briggs ftood up and fpoke. It 


feems the prieft had got a warrant, and fent the conftables and other 


Hamphfhire. 
Baghurit, 


officers with it. They came to the houfe, ftaid a while, and then ' 


went away, but did not come into the meeting; fo we in the meet- 
ing did not know of their being there. After Thomas Briggs had 
done fpeaking, I was moved of the Lord to ftand up, and declare 


_ the word of life to the people; and a precious meeting we had. 


When the meeting was ended and rifen, I heard a great clutter in 
the yard; and when we came out, the man of the houfe told us, 
* The officers had been in the houfe before, and did not come into 
* the meeting, but went away without doing any thing. And that 
* now the prieft in a great rage had fent them again, and his own 
« feryant with them.’ But the meeting being ended before they 
came, they could do nothing. Thus the good providence of the 


‘Lord preferved us from the wicked defign of the envious prieft. 


From thence we went to a friend’s on the edge of Berkfhire, where Berkthire; 
feveral friends came to vifit us. Afterwards we pafied into Surry, suzy, 


and had many precious meetings, till we came to Stephen Smith’s 


near Guildford, where great perfecution had been; and much goods Guildford. 


had been taken away from friends for their meetings, and under great 


- threatenings they were at that time; yet we had feveral bleffed meet- 


ings thereabouts; and the Lord’s power was over all, in and by 
which we were preferyed. 
New “ We 
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We went into Suffex, by Richard Baxe’s, where we Ind a 
large, precious, quiet meeting, though the conftables had given out 
threatenings before. I had many more meetings in that county ; 
and though there were fome threatenings, meetings were peaceable ; 
and friends refrefhed, and eftablifhed upon the foundation of God 
that ftands fure. When I had thoroughly vifited Suffex, I went into 
Kent, and had many glorious and precious meetings in feveral parts 
of that county. I went to a meeting near Deal, which was very 
large; and, returning from thence to Canterbury, vifited friends 
there; then pafled into the Ifle of Sheppy, where I ftaid two or 
three days ; and thither came Alexander Parker, George Whitchead, 
and John Roufe. 

The next day, finding my fervice for the Lord finifhed there, 
we pafled towards Rochefter. As I was walking down a hill, a 
great weight and oppreffion fell upon my fpirit. I got on my horfe 
again; but the weight remained fo, that I was hardly able to ride. 
At length we came to Rochefter, but I was much fpent, being fo . 
extremely loaden and burdened with the world’s {pirits, that my 
life was opprefled under them. I got with difficulty to Gravefend, 
and lay at aninn there; but could hardly either eat orfleep. The 
next day John Roufe and Alexander Parker went for London. John 
Stubbs and I went over the Ferry into Effex. We came to Horn- 
church, where was a meeting on the firft day. After the meeting I 
rode with great uneafinefs to Stratford, to a friend’s whofe name 
was Williams; he had formerly been a captain. Here I lay exceed- 
ing weak, and at laft loft both hearing and fight. Several friends 
came to me from London. I told them, ‘ I fhould be as a fign to 
« fuch as would not fee, and fuch as would not hear the truth.’ In 
this condition I continued a pretty while. Several came about me; 
and though I could not fee their perfons, I felt and difcerned their 
{pirits, who of them was honeft-hearted, and who was not. Divers 
friends, who practifed phyfick, would have given me medicines, 
but I was not to meddle with any ; for I was fenfible I had a travail 
to go through; and therefore defired none but folid, weighty friends: 
might be about me. Under great fufferings, forrows, and oppref- 
fions I lay for feveral weeks; whereby I was brought fo low and 
weak in body, that few thought I could live.. Some of thofe with 
me went away, faying, ‘ They would not fee me die;’ and it was 
reported both in London and in the country that I was deceafed ; 
but I felt the Lord’s. power inwardly fupporting me. . When thofe 
about me had given me up to die, I {poke to them to get a coach 
to carry me to Gerrard Roberts’s, about twelve miles off ;. for I found 
it was my place to go thither. I had now recovered a little glim- 
mering fight, fo that I could difcern the people and fields as I went, 
and that was-all. When I came to Gerrard’s, he was very weak. 
I was moved to fpeak to him, and encourage him. After I hade 
ftaid about three weeks there, it was with me to go to Enfield. 
Friends were afraid of my removing; but I told thernI might fafely 
go, .When I had taken my leave of Gerrard, and was come. to 
Enfield, I went firft to vifit Amor Stoddart, who lay very weak, and 
almoft fpeechlefs. I was moyed to tell him, ‘ He had been faithful 
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“as a man, and faithful to God; and that the immortal Seed of 1679. 


€ life was his crown.” Many more words I was moved to {peak to 
him ; though I was then fo weak, I was hardly able to ftand; and 
within a few days after Amor died. -I went to the widow Dry’s at 
Enfield, where I lay all that winter; warring in fpirit with the evil 
{pirits of the world, that warred again{t truth and friends, For 
there were great perfecutions at this time. Some mecting-houfes 
were pulled down, and many were broken up by foldiers. Some- 
timés a troop of horfe or a company of foot came; and fome broke 
their fwords, carbines, mufkets, and pikes with beating friends. 
Many they wounded, fo that their blood lay in the ftreets. Among'ft 
others, that were active inthis cruel perfecution at London, my old 
adverfary colonel Kirby was one; who, with a company of foot, 
went to break up feveral meetings ; and would often inquire for me 


Fine 


at the meetings he broke up, One time, as he went over the water . 


to Horflydown, there happening fome fcuffle between fome of his 
foldiers and fome of the watermen, he bid his men < Fire at them ;’ 
which they did, and killed fome. | | 

I was under great fufferings at this time, beyond what I have 
words to declare. For I was brought into the deep, and faw all the 
religions of the world, and people that lived in them, and the priefts 
that held them up; who were as a company of men-eaters, eating 
up the people like bread, and gnawing the flefh from off their bones. 
But as for true religion and worfhip, and minifters of God, alack | 
I faw there was none amongtft thofe of the world that pretended to 
it. For they that pretended to be the church, were but a company 
of men-eaters, men of cruel vifages, and of long teeth; who, 
though they had cried againft the men-eaters in America, I faw 
they were in the fame nature. And as the great profefling Jews did 
« eat up God’s people like bread,’ and the falfe prophets and priefts 
then preached peace to people, fo long as they * put into their 
* mouths and fed them;’ but if they fed them not, they prepared 
war againft them; ‘ they ate their fleth off their bones, and chopped 
« them for the cauldron ;’ fo thefe that profefs themfelves chriftians 
now (both priefts and profeffors) and are not in the fame power and 
Spirit that Chrift and the holy prophets and apoftles were in, are in 
the fame nature that the old profefling Jews were in, and are men- 
eaters as well as they. ‘Thete ftirred up perfecution, and fet the 
wicked informers on work ; fo that a friend could hardly fpeak a 
few words in a private family, before they fat down to eat, but 
 fome were ready to inform againft them. A particular inftance of 
which I have heard, as followeth : 

At Droitwich, Jo. Cartwright came to a friend’s houfe; and 
being moyed of the Lord to fpeak a few words before he fat down 
to fupper, there came an informer, and ftood hearkening under the 
window. When he had heard the friend fpeak, hoping to get fome 
gain to himfelf, he went and informed; and got a warrant to dif- 
train the friend’s goods, under pretence that there was a meeting at 
his houfe: whereas'there was none in the houfe at that time but the 
friend, the man of the houfe, his wife, and their maid-fervant, 
But this evil-minded man, as he came back witlf his warrant in the 
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night, fell off his horfe, and broke his neck. So there was a:wretched 
end of a wicked informer, who hoped to have enriched himfelf by 
fpoiling friends; but the Lord prevented him, and cut him off in 
his wickednefs. . ESS Ae 
Though it wasa cruel, bloody, perfecuting time, yet the Lord’s 
power went over all, his everlafting Seed prevailed ; and friends were 
made to ftand firm and faithful in the Lord’s power.- Some fober 


people of other profeffions would fay, ¢ If friends did not ftand, the 


€ nation would run into debauchery.’ . if 

Though by reafon of my weaknefs I could not travel amongft 
friends as I ufed to do; yet in the motion of life I fent the follow- 
ing lines, as an encouraging teftimony to them: 


« My dear friends, | 
; HE Seed is above all. In it walk; in which ye all have life. 
¢ Be not amazed at the weather; for always the juft fuffered 
by the unjuft, but the juft had the dominion. All along ye may 
fee, by faith the mountains were fubdued; and the rage of the 
wicked, with his fiery darts, were quenched. ‘Though the waves 
-and ftorms be high, yet your faith will keep you, fo as to fwim 
above them ; for they are but for a time, and the truth is with- 
- out time. Therefore keep on the mountain of holinefs, ye who 
are led to it by the light, where nothing fhall hurt. Do not 
think that any thing will outlaft the truth, which ftandeth fure ; 
and is over that which is out of the truth. For the good will 
overcome the evil, the light darknefs, the life death, virtue vice, 
and righteoufnefs unrighteoufnefs. The falfe prophet cannot over- 
come the true; but the true prophet, Chrift, will overcome all 
the falfe. So be faithful, and live in that which doth not think 


the time long. 
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After fome time it pleafed the Lord to allay the heat of this vio-. 
fent perfecution ; and-I felt in fpirit an overcoming of the {pirits of | 
thofe men-eaters that had ftirred it up, and carried it on to that 
height of cruelty, though I was outwardly very weak. I plainly 
felt, and thofe’friends that were with me, and that came to vifit me, 
took notice, that, as the perfecution ceafed, I came from under the 
travails and fufferings which had laid with fuch weight upon me: 
fc that towards the {pring I-began to recover, and to walk up and 
down, beyond the expectation of many; who did not think I could 
ever have gone abroad again. ; % 

Whilft I was under this {piritual fuffering, the ftate of the New 
Jerufalem, which comes down out of heaven, was opened to me; 
which fome carnal-minded people had looked upon to be like an 
outward city, dropped out of the elements. I faw the beauty and 
glory of it, the length, the breadth, and the height thereof, all in| 
complete proportion. I faw that all, who are within the light of 
Chrift, in his faith, which he is the author of, in the Spirit, the 
Holy Ghoft, which Chrift, the holy Prophets and Apofiles were-in, 
and within the grace, truth, and power of God, which are the walls 
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of. the city, fuch are within the city, are. members of this city, and 1670, 
have right to eat of the tree of life, which yields her fruit every prpeii 
month, and whofe leaves are for the healing of the nations. But 
they that are out of the grace, truth, light, Spirit and power of God, 
fuch as refift the Holy Ghoft, quench, vex, and grieve the Spirit 
of God, who hate the Light, turn from the grace of God into 
_ wantonne{s, and do defpite to the Spirit of Grace, fuch as have erred 
from the faith, made fhipwreck of it and of a good conf{cience, 
who abufe the power of God, and defpife prophefying, revelation, 
and infpiration, thefe are the dogs and unbelievers that are without 
the city. Thefe make up the great city Babylon, confufion, and her 
cage, the power of darknefs; and the evil fpirit of error furrounds 
and covers them over.. In this great city Babylon are the falfe pro- 
phets, in the falfe power and falfe fpirit; the beaft in the dragon’s 
power, and the whore that is gone a whoring from the Spirit of ~ 
God, and from Chrift her hufband. But the Lord’s power is over 
all this power of darknefs, cage, whore, beaft, dragon, falfe pro- 
phets and their worfhippers, who are for the lake which burns with 
fire. Many things more did I fee concerning the heavenly city, the 
New Jerufalem, which are hard to be uttered, and would be hard 
to be received. But, in fhort, this holy city is within the light ; and 
all that are within the light are within the city; the gates whereof 
{tand open all the day (for there is no night there) that all may come 
in. Chrifts blood being fhed for every man, he tafted death for 
every man, and enlighteneth every man that cometh into the world ; 
and his grace, that brings falvation, having appeared to all men, 
there is no place or language where his voice may not be heard. The 
chriftians in the primitive times were called by Chrift « A city fet 
* upon an hill;’ they were alfo called ‘ The light of the world,’ 
and, ‘ The falt of the earth;’ but when chriftians loft the light, 
falt, and power of God, they came to be trodden under-foot, like 
unfavoury falt. Even as the Jews, who while they kept the law of 
God were preferved above all nations, but when they turned their 
backs on God and his law they were trodden under-foot of other 
nations; fo Adam and Eve, while they obeyed God, were kept in 
his image and in the paradife of God, in dominion over all the 
works of his hands; but when they difobeyed God, they loft the 
image of God, the righteoufnefs and the holinefs in which they 
were made; they loit their dominion, were driven out of paradife, 
fell under the dark power of Satan, and came under the chains of 
darknefs.. But the promife of God was, ‘ That the Seed of the 
‘ woman, Chrift Jefus, fhould bruife the ferpent’s head,’ fhould 
break his power and authority, which had led into captivity, and had 
held man therein. So Chrift, who is the firft and laft, fets man 
free, and is the refurreCtion of the juft and unjuft, the Judge of 
_ quick and dead ; and they that are in him are invefted with ever- 
lafting reft and peace, out of all the labours, travails, and miferies 
of Adam in the fall. So he is fufficient and of ability to reftore man 
up into the ftate that he was in before he fell ; and not into that ftate 
only, but up into that ftate alfo that never fell, even to himfelf. 3 e 
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[had alfo in this time a great exercife and travail of {pirit upon me, 
concerning the powers and rulers of thefe nations, from the fenfe I 
had of the many tender vifitations and faithful warnings given them, 
and of their great abufe thereof, who. had refufed to hear, and re- 
jected the counfel of the Lord. And tho’ I knew friends would be 
clear of their blood, yet I could not but mourn over them, and give 
forth thefe few lines concerning them : Ca 

E have given them a vifitation, have faithfully warned them,. 

-have declared to theth our innocency and uprightnefs, and 
that we never did any hurt to the king, nor to any of his people. 
We have nothing in our hearts but love and good-will to him and’ 
his people, and defire their eternal welfare. But if they will not 
hear, the day of judgment, forrow, torment, mifery, and fudden | 
deftruction will come from the Lord upon them, that have been, 
the caufe of the fufferings of many thoufands of fimple, innocent, 
harmlefs people, that have done them no hurt, nor have had any 
ill-will towards him or them ; but have defired their eternal good, 
for the eternal truth’s fake. Deftruction will come upon them 
that turn the fword backward. Therefore.do not blind your eyes, 
the Lord will bring {wift.deftruétion and mifery upon you. Surely 
he will do it, and relieve his innocent people, who have groaned 
for deliverance from under your oppreffion, and have alfo groaned 
for your deliverance out of wickednefs. Bleffed be the Lord God, 
that he hath a people in this nation that feek the good of all men 
upon the face of the earth; for we have the mind of the.Lord 
Jefus Chrift, that defires not the death of a finner, but the falva~ 
tion and good of all. Blefied be the name of the Lord our God 


* for ever ! 
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While I continued at Enfield, a fenfe came upon me of an hurt, 
that fometimes happened by perfons coming under the profeffion of 


truth out of one country into another, to.take an hufband or wife 


amongft friends, where they were ftrangers, and it was not known 
whether they were clear and orderly or no. And it opened in me to 
recommend the following method to friends, for preventing fuch in- 
conveniencies. . 


LL friends that marry, whether men or women, if they come 
out of another nation, ifland, plantation, or county, let them 
bring a certificate from the men’s meeting of that county, nation, ~ 
ifland, or plantation from which they come, to the men’$ meet- 
ing where they propofe their intention of marriage. For the men’s 
meeting being made up of the faithful, this will ftop all bad and 
raw {pirits from roving up and down. When any come witha 
certificate or letter of recommendation from one men’s meeting to: 
another, one is refrefhed by another, and can fet their hands and. 
hearts to the thing. ‘This will prevent a great deal of trouble. 
And then, when ye have to fay to them in the power of God, in 
admonifhing and inftru€ting them, ye are left to the power and 
« {pirit 
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Spirit. of God to do it, and to let them know the duty of marriage, 1670. 
and what itis; that there may be unity and concord. in the Spirit, Lye 
and power, light, and wifdom of God, throughout all the men’s ; 
meetings in the whole world, in one, in the life. Let copies of 

this be fent to every county, nation, and ifland, where friends are, 

that all things may be kept holy, pure, and righteous, in unity and 

peace, and God over all may be glorified among you, his lot, his 
people, and inheritance, his adopted fons and daughters, and heirs 

of his life. So no more, but my love in that which changeth 

not. 


Lal Lal a n “a Cal bal “ hal a 


5 Caen 
« The 14th of the 1 month, 1670-1.’ 


When I had recovered, fo that I could walk a little up and down, » 
I went from Enfield to Gerrard Roberts’s again, and from thence to 
the women’s {chool at Shacklewell, and fo to the meeting at Grace- shacklewell, 
church-ftreet, London ; where, though I was yet but weak, the London. 
Lord’s power upheld. and enabled me to declare his eternal word of ee 
life. 


_ About this time I was moved to pray to the Lord, as followeth : 


4 Lorp God Almighty! profper Truth, and preferve juttice 

‘s and equity in the land! Bring down all injuftice, iniquity, 

<* oppreffion, falfhood, cruelty, and unmercifulnefs in the land, that 
_** mercy and righteoufnefs may flourifh! 

« O Lord God! fet up and eftablith verity, and preferve it in the 

‘«¢ Jand! Bring down in the land all debauchery, vice, whoredoms, 

‘¢ fornication, and this raping fpirit, which caufeth and leadeth peo- 

«* ple to have no efteem of thee, O God! nor their own fouls or 

‘« bodies, nor of chriftianity, modefty, or humanity ! 
.  OLord! put it in the magiftrates hearts to bring down all this 

«* ungodlinefs, violence, cruelty, prophanenefs, curfing and {wearing! 
‘¢ and to put down all thofe whore-houfes and play-houfes, which 
‘* corrupt youth and people, and lead them from thy kingdom, where 
“no unclean thing can enter, neither fhall come! Such works 
«*« lead people to hell. Lord, in mercy, bring down all  thefe 
«¢ things in the nation, to {top thy wrath, O God! from coming on 
** the land! 7 

sare : (6 GL FY? 
‘© This prayer was wrote the 17th 
uA of the 2d month, 1671.” 


I mentioned before, that, upon notice received of my wife’s being 
had to prifon again, I fent two of her daughters to the king, and they 
procured his order to the fheriff of Lancafhire for her difcharge. But 
though I expeéted fhe would have been fet at liberty, yet this vio- 
_ Jent ftorm of perfecution coming fuddenly on, the perfecutors there 
_ found means to hold her ftill in prifon. But now the perfecution a 
_ little ceafing, I was moved to {peak to Martha Fifher, and another 
- woman-friend, to go to the king about her liberty. They went in 
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the faith, and in the Lord’s power; and He gave them favoor with 
the king, fo that he granted a difcharge under the broad feal, toclear 
both her and her eftate after fhe had been ten years a prifoner, and 
premunired ; the like whereof was {carce to,be heard in England. I 
{ent down the difcharge forthwith by a friend ; by whom alfo I wrote 
to her, to inform her how to get it.delivered to’ the juftices, and alfo 
to acquaint her, that it was upon me from the Lord to go beyond fea, 
to vifit the plantations in America, and therefore defired her to haftento 
London, as foon.as fhe could conveniently after fhe had obtained her 
liberty, becaufe the fhip was then fitting for the voyage. In the 
mean time } got to Kingfton, and ftaid at John Rous’s till my wife 
came up, and then began to prepare for the voyage. But the yearly 
meeting being near at hand, I tarried till that was over. Many friends 
came up to it from all parts of the nation, and a very large and pre- 
cious meeting it was ; for the Lord’s power was over all, and his glo- 
rious, everlaftingly-renowned feed of life was exalted above all. 

After this meeting was over, and 1 had finifhed my fervices for the 
Lord in England, the fhip, and the friends that intended to go with 


‘me, being ready, I went to Gravefend the 12th of the 6th month.. 
The friends that were bound for the voyage with me went down to 


the fhip the night before. Their names were, Thomas Briggs, 
William Edmundfon, John Roufe, John Stubbs, Solomon Eccles, 
James Lancafter, John Cartwright, Robert Widders, George Patti- 
fon, John Holl, Elizabeth Hooton, and Elizabeth Miers. The 
veflel we were to go in was a yatch, called the Induftry, the mafter’s 
name Thomas Forfter, and the number of paffengers about fifty. I 


“Tay that night on board; but moft of the friends lay at Gravefend. 


The Downs. - 


Deal. 


The Downs; 


At fea, 


Early next morning, the paflengers, and'thofe friends that intended 
to accompany us to the Downs, being come on board, we took our 
leave in great tendernefs of thofe that’ came with us to Gravefend 
only, and fet fail about fix in the morning for the Downs. Having a 
fair wind, we out-failed all the fhips that were outward-bound, and 
got thither by the evening. Some of us went afhore that night, and 
lodged at Deal; where we underftood, "aN ‘officer had orders from 
the governor to take our names in writing, which he did the next 
morning, though we told him they had been taken.at Gravefend. 
In the afternoon, the wind ferving, I took leave of my wife and the 
other friends;-and -went-on board. Before we could fet fail, there 
being two of the king’s frigates riding in the Downs, the captain of 
one of them fent his prefs-mafter on board us, who took three of 
our feamen, ‘This had certainly delayed, if not wholly prevented 
our voyage, had not the captain of the other frigate, being informed 
of the leakinefs of our veffel, and the length of our voyage; in com- 
paffion and much civility, {pared us two of his men. Before this 
was over, an officer of the cuftom-houfe came on board to perufe 
packets and get fees, fo that we were kept from failing till about. 
fun-fet; during which ftop, a very.confiderable number of merchant-. 
men, outward-bound, were got feveral leagues before us. Being clear 
we fet fail in the evening, and’ by next morning overtook part of that 
fleet about the height of Dover.’ We foon reached the reft, andina ~ 
little time left them all behindus; for our yateh was counted a very © 


Swift 
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{wift failer. But the was very leaky, fo that the feamen and fome of  1671- 
‘the! paflengers did for the moft part pump day and night. One day <77.% 
they obferved, that in two hours time fhe fucked in fixteen inches of. 
water in the well. 

When we had been about three weeks at fea, one afternoon we 
{pied a vefiel about four leagues aftern of us. Our matter faid, It 
‘was a Sallee man of war, who feemed to give us chace. Our mafter faid, 
© Come, let us go to fupper, and when it grows dark we {hall lofe 
« him.’ This he {poke to pacify the paflengers, fome of whom be- 
gan to be very apprehenfive of the danger. But friends were well 
fatishied, having faith in God, and no fear upon their fpirits. When 
the fun was down, I faw the fhip out of my cabbin making towards 
us. When it grew dark, we altered our courfe to mifs her; but the 
altered alfo, and gained upon us. At night the mafter and others _ 
came into my cabbin, and afked me,‘ What they fhould do? I 
told them, ‘ I was no mariner;’ and afked them, ‘What they 
* thought was befttodo?’ They faid, ‘ There were but two ways, 
either to out-run him, or tack about and hold the fame courfe we 
were going before.’ I told them, < If he were a thief, they might be 
fure he would tack about too ; and as for out-running him, it was 
to no purpofe to talk of that, for they faw he failed fafter than 
we.’. They afked me again, ‘ What they fhould do?’ For,’ they. 
faid, « if the mariners had taken Paul’s counfel, they had not come 
‘ to the damage they did.’ I anfwered, ‘ It was a trial of faith, 
* therefore the Lord was to be waited on forcounfel.’ So retiring in 
-fpirit, the Lord fhewed me, ‘ That his life and power was placed 

* between us and the fhip that purfued us.’ I told this to the mafter 
and the reft, and that the beft way was to tack about and fteer our 
right courfe. I wifhed them alfo to put out all their candles, but 
that they fteered by, and to fpeak to all the paflengers to be ftill and 
quiet. About the rith hour in the night the watch called, and 
faid, ¢ They were juft upon us.’ That difquieted fome of the paf- 
fengers; whereupon I fat up in my cabbin, and looking through | 
the port-hole, the moon being not quite down, I faw them very 
near us. Iwas getting up to go out of the cabbin; but remember- 
ing the word of the Lord, « That his life and power was placed be- 
« tween us and them,’ I lay down again. The mafter and fome of 
the feamen came again, and afked me, < If they might not fteer fuch 
* apoint?’ I told them, ‘ They might do as they would.’ By this - 
"time the moon was gone quite down, a frefh gale arofe, and the 
Lord hid us from them; and we failed brifkly on, and faw 
them no more. Thenext day, being thefirft day of the week, we 
had a publick meeting in the fhip, as we ufually had on that day - 
. throughout the voyage, and the Lord’s prefence was greatly among 
us. Idefired the people, ‘ To mind the mercies of the Lord, who 
‘ had delivered them; for they might have been all in the Turks 
‘ hands by that time, had not the Lord’s hand faved them.’ . About 
a week after; the mafter and fome of the feamen endeavoured to per- 
fuade the paffengers, it was not a Turkifh pirate that chafed us, but 
_ a merchant-man going to the Canaries. When I heard of it, I 

afked them, * Why then did they {peak fo to me? . Why did they 
eee 2 ~ . § trouble 
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© trouble the paffengers ? And why did they tack about from him, 
« and alter their courfe” I told them, ‘ They fhould take heed of 
« flighting the mercies of God.’ - . 

Afterwards, while we were at Barbadoes, came in a merchant 
from Sallee, and told the people, ‘ That one of the Sallee men of war . 
« faw a monftrous yatch at fea, the greateft that ever he faw, had her 
‘in chace, and wasjuft upon her ; but there was a Spirit in her that 
* he could not take. This:confirmed us in the belief, that it was 
a Sallee-man we faw make after us; and that it was the Lord that de- 
livered us out of his hands. 

I was not fea-fick during the voyage, as many of the friends and 
other paffengers were ; but the many hurts and bruifes I had for- 
merly received, and the infirmities I had contracted in England by 
extreme cold and hardfhips, that I had undergone in many long and 
fore imprifonments, returned upon me at fea; fo that I was very ill © 
in my ftomach, and full of violent pains in my bones and limbs. 
This was after I had been at fea about a month; for about three - 
weeks after I came firft to fea, I fweat abundantly, chiefly my head ; 


~ and my body broke out in pimples, and my legs and feet fwelled ex- 


Barbadoes. — 


Carlifle-bay. 


R. Forftall. 


T. Rous, 


tremely, fo that my ftockings and flippers could not be drawn on 
without difficulty and great pain. On a fudden the fweating ceafed, 
fo that when I came into the hot climate, where others fweat moft 
freely, I could not fweat at all; but my fiefh was hot, dry, and 
burning, and that which before broke out in pimples ftruck in again 
to my ftomach and heart; fo that I was very ill, and weak beyond 
expreffion. Thus I continued during the re{ft of the voyage, which 
was about, a month; for we were feven weeks and fome odd days at 
fea. 
The third of the eighth month, early in the morning, we dif- 
covered the ifland of Barbadoes; but it was between nine and ten 
at night ere we came to anchor in Carlifle-bay. We got on fhore as 
foon as we could, and I with fome others walked to a friend’s houfe, 
a merchant, whofe name was Richard Forftall, above a quarter of a 
mile from the bridge. But being very ill and weak, I was fo tired, 
that I was in a manner fpent by that time I got thither. There I 
abode very ill feveral days, and though: they feveral times gave me 
things to make me fweat, they could not effect it. What they gave 
me did rather parch and dry up my body, and made me probably 
worfe than otherwife I might have been. Thus I continued about 
three weeks after I landed, having much pain in my bones, joints, | 
and whole body, fo that I could hardly get any reft; yet I was 
pretty cheary, and my fpirit kept above it all. Neither did my © 
illneis take’ me off from the fervice of truth; but both while I was 
at fea, and after I came to Barbadoes, before I was able to travel 
about, I gave forth feveral papers (having a friend to write for me) 
fome of which I fent by the firft conveyance for England to be 
printed. OP. a ee “ee 
-. After I had refted three or four days at Richard Forftall’s, where 
imany friends came to vifit me, John Rous, having borrowed a coach 
of colonel Chamberlain, came to fetch me to his father Thomas 
Rous’s. But it was late ere we could get thither, and little or no’ 
ef reft 
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lain, who had fo kindly lent his coach, came to give mea vifit, and prawn 


carried himfelf very courteoufly towards me. . 

_ Soon after I came into the ifland, I was informed of a remarkable 
paflage, wherein the juftice of God did eminently appear: It was 

thus, There was a young man of Barbadoes, whofe name was John 

Drakes (a perfon of fome note in the world’s account, but a common 

fwearer and a bad man) who, when he was in London, had a mind 


to marry a friend’s daughter, left by her mother very young, with a ’ 


confiderable portion, to the care and government of feveral friends, 
whereof I was one. He made application to me, that he might 
have my confent to marry this young maid. I told him, <« I was one 
* of her overfeers appointed by her mother, who was a widow, to 
-€ take care of her ; that if her mother had intended her for a match 
‘ to any man of another profeffion, the would have difpofed her ac- 
* cordingly ; but fhe committed her to us, that fhe might be trained 
‘ up in the fear of the Lord ; and therefore I fhould betray the trutt 
« repofed in me, if I fhould confent that he, who was out of the 
* fear of God, fhould marry her; which I would not do.’ When 
he faw that he could not obtain his defire, he returned to Barbadoes 
with great offence of mind againft me, but without a juft caufe. 
Afterwards, when he heard I was coming to Barbadoes, he fwore 
defperately, and threatened, * if he could poffibly procure it, he 
_ € would have me burned to death when I came there.’ Which a 
friend heariny, afked him, ¢« What I had done to him, that he was 
« fo violent againft me?’ He would not anfwer, but faid again, 
© Tll have him burned.’ Whereupon the friend replied, * Do not 
‘ march on too furioufly, left thou come too foon to thy journey’s 
‘ end.’ About ten days after, he was ftruck with a violent burning 
fever, of which he died ; by which his body was {fo fcorched, that 
the people faid, ‘ It was as black as a coal ;’ and three days before 
I landed, his body was laid in the duft. This was taken notice of 
as a fad example. 

- While I continued fo weak that I could not go abroad to meetings, 
the other friends that came over with me beftirred themfelves in the 
Lord’s work. ‘The next day but one after we came on fhore, they 
had a great meeting at the Bridge, and after that feveral meetings in 
different parts of the ifland ; which alarmed the people of all forts, 
fo that many came to our meetings, and fome of the chiefeft rank. 
' For they had got my name, underftanding I was come upon the 
ifland, and expected to have feen me, not knowing I was unable to 
goabroad. And indeed my weaknefs continued the longer on me, 
by reafon that my fpirit was much preffed down at the firft with the 
filth and dirt, the unrighteoufnefs of the people, which lay as an 
heavy weight and load upon me. But after I had been above a month 
upon the ifland, my fpirit became fomewhat eafier, I began to re- 
cover my health and ftrength, and get abroad among friends. In the 
mean ‘time, having an opportunity to fend to England, I wrote to 
friends there, to let them know how it was with me, 


5 OE . * Dear 
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© Dear friends, : ah 
I Have been very weak thefe feven weeks paft, and not able to 

write myfelf. My defire is to you, and for you all, that ye 
may live in the fear of God, and in love one unto another, and be > 
fubject one to another in the fear of God. I have been weaker in 
my body than ever I was in my life that I remember, yea, my 
pains have been fuch as I cannot exprefs ; yet my heart and fpirit 
is trong. I have hardly fweated thefe feven weeks paft, though I am 
in a very hot climate, where hardly any but are well nigh con- 
tinually fweating ; but as for me, my old bruifes, colds,’ numb- 
nefs, and pains {truck inwardly, even to my very heart. So that 
little reft I have taken, and the chiefeft things that were comfort- 
able to my ftomach were a little water and powdered ginger; but 
now I begin to drink a little beer as well as-water, and fometimes a 
little wine and water mixed. Great pains and travails I have felt, 
and in meafure am under; but it is well, my life is over all. 
This ifland was to me as all on a fire ere I came toit, but now it is 
fomewhat quenched and abated. I came in weaknefs amongft 
thofe that are ftrong, and have fo continued; but now I am got a 
little cheary, and over it. Many friends, and fome confiderable 
perfons of the world, have been with me. I tired out my body 
much when amongft you in England; it is the Lord’s. power that 
helps me; therefore I defire you all to prize the power of the 
Lord andhis truth. I was but weak in body when I left you, 
after I had been in my great travail amongft you; but after that it 
ftruck all back again into my body, which was not well fettled after 
fuch fore travails in England. Then I was fo tired at fea, that E - 
could not reft, and have had little or no {tomachia long time. 
Since I came into this ifland, my life hath been very much bur- 


dened ; but I hope, if the Lord gives me ftrength to manage his 


work, I fhall work thoroughly, and bring things that have been 
out of courfe into better order. So, dear friends, live all in the 
peaceable truth, and in the love of it, ferving the Lord in newnefs 
of life ; for glorious things and precious truths have been mani- 
fefted among you plentifully, to you the riches of the kingdom. 
have been reached. ~I have been almoft a month in this ifland, 
but have not been able to go abroad or ride out ; only very lately I 
rode out twice, a quarter of a mile at.a time, which wearied me 
much. My love in the truth is to you all. BarIOD 2 
| 8 GEST 


Becaufe I was not well able to travel, the friends of the ifland 


concluded to have. their men’s and women’s meeting for the fervice 
of the church at Thomas Rous’s, where I lay ; by which means I 
was prefent at each of their meetings, and had very good fervice for © 
the Lord in both. For they had need of information in many - 
things, divers diforders being crept in for want of care and watch- 


€ 
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fulnefs. * I exhorted them, more efpecially at the men’s meeting, 


to be careful with re{pect to marriages, to prevent friends marrying 
in near kindreds, and alfo to prevent over-hafty proceedings to- 
ward fecond marriages after the death of a former hufband or wife ; 
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* advifing that a decent regard be had in fuch cafes to the memory of | _167!- 
* the deceafed hufband or wife. As to friends children marrying too ga;hadoes, 
* young, at thirteen or fourteen years of age, I fhewed the unfitnefs 
‘ thereof, and the inconveniencies and hurts that attend fuch childith 
« marriages. I admonithed them to purge the floor thoroughly, and 
‘ to {weep their houfes very clean, that nothing might remain that 
* would defile; and that all fhould take care, that nothing be 
‘< fpoken out of their meetings to the blemifhing or defaming one 
'. © of another. Concerning regiftering of marriages, births, and 
« burials, I advifed them to keep exact records of each in diftin& 
« books for that only ufe; and alfo to record in a book for that pur- 
* pofe, the condemnations of fuch as went out from truth into dif- 
« orderly praétices, and the repentance and reftoration of {uch as re- 
‘ turned again. I recommended to their care the providing of con- 
« venient burying-places for friends, which in fome parts were yet 
¢ wanting. Some directions alfo I gave them concerning wills, and 
‘ the ordering of legacies left by friends for publick ufes, and other 
« things relating to the affairs of the church. Refpecting their 
« negroes, I defired them to endeavour to train them up in the fearof . 
‘ God, as well thofe that were. bought with their money, as them 
‘ that were born in their families, that all might come to the know- 
« ledge of the Lord; that fo, with Jofhua, every mafter of a family 
*« might fay, <‘ As for me and my houfe, we will ferve the Lord.” 
‘ I defired alfo, that they would caufe their overfeers to deal mildly 
« and gently with their negroes, and not ufe cruelty towards them, 
«as the manner of fonie hath been and is; and that after certain 
* years of fervitude they fhould make them free.’ Many fweet and 
precious things were opened in thefe meetings, by the Spirit and in 
the power of the Lord, to the edifying, confirming, and building 
up of friends in the faith and hely order of the gofpel. 

After thefe meetings, the veffel bound for England not being gone, 
I was moved to write another epiftle to friends there; the copy 
whereof follows : 


f pe friends and brethren, to whom is my love in that which 
S never changeth, but remains in glory, which is over all, the 
_* top and corner-ftone. In this all have peace and life, as ye dwell 
* in the bleffed feed, wherein all is bleffed, over that which brought 
* the curfe ; where all fhortnefs, narrownefs of fpirit, brittlenefs, 
« and peevifhnefs is. Therefore keep the holy order of the gofpel. 
« Keep in this bleffed feed, where all may be kept in temperance, in 
* patience, in love, in meeknefs, in righteoufnefs and holinefs, and 
* im peace ; in which the Lord may be feen amongft you, and no way 
« difhonoured, but glorified by you all. In all your meetings, in cities, 
* towns, and countries, men’s meetings, women’s meetings ,and others, 
* let righteoufnefs flow among you, the holy truth be uppermoft, the 
« pure Spirit your guide and leader, and the holy wifdom from above 
‘ yourorderer, that is pure, gentle, and eafy to be intreated. Keep 
‘ in the religion that preferves from the fpots of the world, which 
‘ is pure and undefiled in God’s fight. Keep in the pure and holy 
* worfhip, in which the pure and holy God is worfhipped, viz. - 
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1671. the Spirit, and in the truth, which the devil is out of, who is the 
Bula. * atithor of all unholinefs, and of that which difhonours God. Be 


tender of God’s glory, of his honour, and of his blefled and holy 
name, in which ye are gathered. All who profefs the truth, fee 
that ye walk in it, in righteoufnefs, holinefs, and godlinefs 3; for 
holinefs becomes the houfe of God, the houthold of faith.” That 
which becomes God’s houfe, God loves. He loves righteoufnefs. 
“That is the ornament which becomes his houfe and all his family. 
Therefore fee that righteoufnefs run down in all your affemblies, 
that it flow, to drive away all unrighteoufnefs. This preferves 
your peace with God ; for in righteoufnefs ye all have peace with 
the righteous God of peace, and one with another. Every one 
that bears the name of the Anointed, that high title of being a 
Chriftian, named after the Heavenly Man, fee that ye be in the 
divine nature made conformable unto his image, even the image 
of the Heavenly Divine Man, who was before that image which 
Adam and Eve got from Satan in the fall; fo that in none of you 
that fallen image may appear, but his image, and you made con- 
formable unto him. Here tranflation is fhewed forth in life and 
converfation, not in words only ; yea, and converfion and re- 

pentance, which is a change of. the nature, of the mind, and of - 
the heart, of the fpirit and affe@tions, which have been below, and 
come ‘to be fet above ; and fo receive the things that are from 
above, and have the converfation in heaven, not that converfation 
which is according to the power of the prince of the air, that now 
rules in the difobedient. So be faithful; this is the word of the 
Lord God unto you all. See, that godlinefs, holinefs, righteouf~ 
nefs, truth, and virtue, the fruits of the good Spirit, flow over the 
bad and its fruits, that ye may anfwer that which is of God in all; 
for your Heavenly Father is glorified, in that you bring forth much 
fruit. “Therefore ye, who are plants of his planting, his trees of 
righteoufnefs, fee that every tree be full of fruit. “Keep in true 
humility, and in the true love of God, which doth edify his body, 
that the true nourifhment from the head, the refrefhings, {prings, 
and rivers of water, and bread of life may be plenteoufly beaten 
and felt amongft you, that fo praifes may afcend to God. Be faith- 
ful to ‘the Lord God, and juft and true in all your dealings and 
doings with and towards men. Be not negligent in your men’s 
meetings to admonifh, exhort, and reprove, in the fpirit of love 
and of meekiiefs,* and to feek that which is loft, and to bring back 
again that which hath been driven away. Let all minds, {pirits, 
fouls, and hearts, be bended down under the yoke of Chrift Jefus, 
the power of God. Much could write, but am weak, and have 
been 'moftly fince I left you. Burdens and travails I have been under, 
and gorie through many ways ; butt is well. The Lord Almighty 
knows my work, which he-hath fent me forth to do by his ever- 
‘lafting arm and’ power, which is from everlafting ‘to everlafting. 
“Bleffed be-his holy name, which'I‘am-in, and in which my love is 
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After I was able to go abroad, and had been a little amongft, 
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friends, I went to vifit the governor ; Lewis Morrice, Thomas pradoes. 


Roufe, and fome other friends being with me. He received us 
very civilly, and treated us very kindly ; making us dine with him, 
and keeping us moft part of the day before he let us go away. 

The fame week I went to Bridge Town. There was to be a ge- 
neral meeting of friends that week; and the vifit I had made to 
the governor, and the kind reception I had with him, being ge- 
nerally known to the officers, civil and military, many came to 
this meeting from moft parts of the ifland, and thofe not of the 
meaneft rank; divers of them being judges or juftices, colonels 
or captains; fo that a very great meeting we had of friends and 
others. The Lord’s blefled power was plentifully with us, and 
though I was fomewhat ftraitned for time, three other friends 
having fpoken before me, the Lord opened things through me 
to the general and great fatisfaction of thofe prefent. ‘Colonel 
Lewis Morrice came to this meeting, and with him a judge in 
the country, whofe name was Ralph. Fretwell; who was well 
fatisfied, and received the truth. 

Paul Gwin, a jangling Baptift, came into the meeting, and 
afked me, ‘ How I {pelt Cain? and whether I had the fame 


BridgeTown. 


‘ fpirit as the apoftles had?’ I told him, Yes. And he bade the. ° 


judge take notice of it. I told him, ‘ He that had not a mea- 
‘ fure of the fame Holy Ghoft as the apoftles had, was poffeffed 
« with an unclean {pirit.’ And then he went his way. 

I went home with Lewis Morrice that night, being about nine 
or ten miles; going part of the way by boat, the reft on horfe-~ 
back. The place were his plantation was I thought to be the 
fineft air of the ifland. Next day Thomas Briggs and William 
Edmundfon came to fee me, they intending to leave the ifland the 
day following, and to go upon the Lord’s fervice to Antigua and 
Nevis. Lewis Morrice went with them. At Antigua they had 
feveral good meetings, to which there was a great refort of people ; 
and many were convinced. But when they went to Nevis, the 
governor, an old perfecutor, fent foldiers on board the veflel, to ftop 
them, and would not {fuffer them to land. Wherefore, after 
friends of the place had been on board the veffel with them, and 
they had been fweetly refrefhed together, in feeling the Lord’s 
power and prefence amongft them, they returned to Antigua ; 
where having ftaid a while longer, they came again to Barbadoes ; 
Thomas Briggs being very weak and ill. 

Of the other friends that came over with me, James Lancafter, 
John Cartwright, and George Pattifon, were gone fome time before 
to Jamaica, and others to other places; fo that few remained in 
Barbadoes with me. We had many great and precious meetings, 
both for worfhip, and for the affairs of the church; to the former 
of which many of other focieties came. At one of thefe meetings, 
colonel Lyne, a fober perfon, was fo well fatisfied with what I de- 
clared, that he faid, ‘ Now I can gainfay fuch as I have heard {peak 
* evil of you; who fay you do not own Chrift, nor that he died: 
« whereas I perceive you exalt Chrift in all his offices, beyond what 
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‘ I have ever heard before.’ This man, obferving one to take in 

writing the heads of what I delivered, defired him to let him have a- 
copy of it; and ftaid. another day with us before he went away ;- 
fo great a love was raifed in him to the truth. A very great convince- 

ment there was in moft parts of the ifland; which made the prieft 

and fome profeffors fret and rage. Our meetings were very large, and 

free from. difturbance from the government; though the envious 

ptiefts and fome profeffors endeavoured to ftir up the magiftrates againft 

us. When they found they could not prevail that way, fome Baptifts: 
came to the meeting at the town, which was full of people of feveral 

ranks and qualities. A great company came with them; and they 

brought a flanderous paper written by John Pennyman, with which 

they made a great noife. But the Lord gave me wifdom and utter-’ 
ance to anfwer their cavils; fo that the auditory generally received 

fatisfaction, and thofe quarrelfome profeffors loft ground. When 

they had wearied themfelves with clamour, they went away; but 

the people ftaying, the meeting was continued; the things they ca- 

villed about were further opened and cleared, and the life and power 

of God came over all. But the rage and envy in our adverfaries did 

not ceafe ; they endeavoured to defame friends with many falfe and 

fcandalous reports, which they fpread through the ifland. Where- 

upon I, with fome other friends, drew up a paper, to go forth in 
the name of the people called Quakers, for the clearing truth and. 
friends from thofe falfe reports. . It was after this manner : 


¢ For the governor of Barbadoes, with his council and affembly, 
« and all others in power, both civil and military, in this ifland ; 
‘« from the people called Quakers. 


: Widen many fcandalous lies and flanders have been caft 
‘ upon us, to render us odious; as that “* We deny God, 
«* Chrift Jefus, and the fcriptures of truth,” &c. This is to inform 
« you, That all our books and declarations, which for thefe many 
« years have been publifhed to the world, clearly teftify the contrary. — 
Yet, for your fatisfaction, we now plainly and fincerely declare, 
That we own and believe in the only Wife, Omnipotent, and 
Everlafting God, the Creator of all things in heaven and earth, 
and the Preferver of all that he hath made; who is God over all, 
bleffed for ever; to whom be all honour, glory, dominion, praife 
and thankfgiving, both now and for evermore! And we own and . 
"believe in Jefus Chrift, his beloved and only begotten Son, in 
whom he is well pleafed; who was conceived by the Holy Ghoft, 
and born of the Virgin Mary; in whom we have redemption 
through his blood, even the forgivenefs of fins; who is the ex- 
prefs image of the Inviftble God, the firft-born of every creature, 
by whom were all things created that are in heaven and in earth, 
vifible and invifible, whether they be thrones, dominions, princi- 
palities, or powers; all things were created by him. And we 
own and believe that he was made a facrifice for fin, who knew 
no fin, neither-was guile found in his mouth; that he was cruci- 
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© fied for us in the flefh, without the gates of Jerufalem; and that 
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‘ he was buried, and rofe again the third day by the power of his pyy.toes, 


‘ Father, for our juftification ; and that he afcended up into hea- 
“ven, and now fitteth at the right hand of God. This Jefus, who 
« was the foundation of the holy prophets and apoftles, is our foun- 
‘ dation; and we believe there is no other foundation to be laid but 
« that which is laid, even Chrift Jefus; who tafted death for every 
‘man, fhed his blood for all men, is the propitiation for our fins, 
‘ and not for ours only, but alfo for the fins of the whole world: 
* according as John the Baptift teftified of him, when he faid, “* Be- 
** hold the Lamb of God, that taketh away the fins of the world,” 
‘ John i. 29. We believe that he alone is our Redeemer and Sa- 
‘-viour, the captain of our falvation, who faves us from fin, as well 
‘’as from hell and the wrath to come, and deftroys the devil and his 
‘ works ; he is the Seed of the woman that bruifes the ferpent’s 
‘ head, to wit, Chrift Jefus, the Alpha and Omega, the Firft and 
‘ the Laft. He is (as the {criptures of truth fay of him) our wif- 
‘ dom, righteoufnefs, juftification, and redemption; neither is there 
‘ falvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven 
‘ given among men, whereby we may be faved. He alone is the 
‘ Shepherd and Bithop of our fouls : he is our Prophet, whom Mofes 
“ long fince teftified of, faying, *‘ A prophet fhall the Lord your 
« God raife up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him fhall 
«< ye hear in all things, whatfoever he fhall fay unto you: and it 
«< fhall come to pafs, that every foul that will not hear that prophet 
«¢ fhall be deftroyed from among the people,’ Acts ii. 22,23. He 
¢ is now come in Spirit, ‘* and hath given us an underftanding, that 
«¢ we know him that is true.” He rules in our hearts by his law 
of love and life, and makes us free from the law of fin and death. 
We have no life, but by him; for he is the quickening Spirit, the 
fecond Adam, the Lord from heaven, by whofe blood we are 
cleanfed, and our confciences fprinkled from dead works, to ferve 
the living God. He is our Mediator, who makes peace and recon- 
ciliation between God offended and us offending; he being the 
Oath of God, the new covenant of light, life, grace, and peace, 
the author and finifher of our faith. This Lord Jefus Chrift, the 
heavenly man, the Emanuel, God with us, we all own and believe 
in; he whom the high-prieft raged againft, and faid, he had 
* fpoken blafphemy; whom the priefts and elders of the Jews took 
* counfel together againft, and put to death ; the fame whom Judas 
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© betrayed for thirty pieces of filver, which the priefts gave him as _ 


‘ a reward for his treafon; who alfo gave large money to the fol- 
« diers to broach an horrible lye, namely, ‘‘ That his difciples came 
‘and ftole him away by night whilft they flept.” . After he was 
‘ rifen from the dead, the hiftory of the Acts of the apoftles fets 
‘ forth how the chief priefts and elders perfecuted the difciples of 
‘ this Jefus, for preaching Chrift and his refarreCtion. This, we 
‘ fay, is that Lord Jefus Chrift, whom we own to be our life and 
« falvation, a 
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‘ Concerning the holy fcriptures, we believe they were given 
¢ forth by the Holy Spirit of God, through the holy men of God, 
¢ who (as the {cripture itfelf declares, 2 Pet. i. 21.) ‘* {poke as 
<< they were moved by the Holy Ghoft.” We believe they are to 
“ be read, believed, and fulfilled (he that fulfils them is Chrift) ; 
« and they are ‘ profitable for reproof, for correction, and for in- 
“<¢ ftrudtion in righteoufnefs, that the man of God may be perfect, 
«© throughly furnifhed unto all good works,” 2 Tim. 3. 19. and are 
« able to make wife unto falvation, through faith in Chrift Jefus.” 
‘ We believe the holy fcriptures are the words of God; for it is faid 
‘in Exodus 20. 1. ‘* God fpake all thefe words, faying,” &c. 
« meaning the ten commandments given forth upon mount Sinai. 
« And in Rev, xxii. 18. faith John, “ I teftify to every man that 
«* heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, if any man addeth 
‘* unto thefe, and if any man {hall take away from the words of the 
«« book of this prophecy” (not the Word) &c. So in Lukei. 20. 
<< Becaufe thou believeft not my words.” Andin Johny. 47. xv. 7. 
« xiv. 23. xii. 47. So that we call the holy {criptures, as Chrift, the 
« apoftles, and holy men of God called them, viz. the words of God. 

« Another flander they have caft upon us, is, .‘‘ That we teach 
¢«« the negroes to rebel :” a thing we utterly abhor in our hearts, the 
* Lord knows it, who. is the fearcher of all hearts, and knows all 
‘ things, and can teftify for us, that this is a moft abominable un- 
« truth. That which we have fpoken to them, is, To exhort and 
‘ admonifh them to be fober, to fear God, to love their mafters 
« and miftrefles, to be faithful and diligent in their fervice and bufi- 
« nefs, and then their mafters and overfeers would love them, and 
* deal kindly and gently with them; alfo that they fhould not beat 
« their wives, nor the wives their hufbands; neither fhould the 
> men have many wives; that they fhould not fteal, nor be drunk, 
‘ nor commit adultery, nor fornication, nor curfe, {wear, nor lye, 
« nor give bad words to one another, nor to any one elfe ; for there 
‘ is fomething in them that tells them they fhould not practife thefe 
‘ nor any other evils. But if they notwith{tanding fhould do them, 
‘ then we let them know there are but two ways, the one that leads 
‘ to heaven, where the righteous go; and the other that leads to 
‘ hell, where the wicked and debauched, whoremongers, adulte- 
‘ rers, murderers, and lyars go. To the one the Lord will. fay, 
““ Come, ye bleffed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
“* for you from the foundation of the world;” to the other, <* De- 
“* part, ye curfed, into everlafting fire, prepared for the devil and 
‘< his angels :” fo the wicked gointo ‘* everlafting punifhment, but 
‘* the righteous into life eternal,” Mat. xxv. Conlider, friends, it 
‘ is no tranfgreffion for a mafter of a family to inftruct his family 
‘ himéelf, or for others to do itin his behalf; but rather itis a ve 
« great duty incumbent upon them. Abraham and Jofhua did fo: 
‘ of the firft, the Lord faid, Gen. xviii. 19. “‘ I know that Abra- 
** ham will command his children, and his houfhold after him; and 
«« they fhall keep the way of the Lord, to do juftice and judgment, 
*¢ that the Lord may bring upon Abraham the things that he hath 
** fpoken of him,” And the latter faid, Jofh. xxiv. 15. ** Chufe 
“ ye this day whom ye will ferve—But as for me and my houfe, 
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«* we will ferve the Lord.” We declare, that we efteem it a duty 1671. 
¢ incumbent on us to pray with and for, to teach, inftru@, and ad- 
« monifh oe in and belonging to our families; this being a com- 
« mand of the Lord, difobedience thereunto, will provoke his dif- 
* pleafure ; as may be feen in Jer. x. 25. ‘« Pour out thy fury. upon 
«the heathen that know thee not, and upon the families that call 
‘* not upon thy name.” Negroes, Tawnies, Indians, make up a 
« very great part of the families in this ifland; for whom an account 
will be required by him who comes to judge both quick and dead 
at the great day of judgment, when every one {hall be “ re- 
«*watded according to the deeds done in the body, whether they 
bi ‘be good, or whether they be evil:” at that day, we fay, of the 
« refurrection both of the good and of the bad, and of the juft and 
“the unjuft, when “ the Lord Jefus fhall be revealed from heaven 
‘with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them 
‘that know not God, and obey not the gofpel of our Lord Jefus 
«* Chrift, who fhall be punifhed with everlafting deftru€tion from 
«< the prefence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power, when 
«« he fhall come to be glorified in his faints, and admired in all them 
<e"that believe in that day,”.2 Theff. i..8, &c. See alfo 2 Pet. iii. 
arta EST 


Barbadoes. 


This wicked flander (of our endeavouring to make the Negroes 
rebel) our adverfaries took occafion to raife, from our having fome 
meetings amongft the Negroes; for we had_ feveral meetings with 
‘them in divers plantations, wherein we exhorted them to juftice, 
fobriety, temperance, chaftity, and piety, and to be fubject to their 
mafters and governors. Which was altogether contrary to what our 
envious adverfaries malicioufly fuggefted againit us. | 

As I had been to vifit the governor, as foon as I was well able, 
after I came thither; fo when I was at Thomas Roufe’s, the go- 
vernor came to fee me, carrying himfelf very courteoufly. 

Having been three months or more in Barbadoes, and having 
vifited friends, thoroughly fettled meetings, and difpatched the fer- 
vice for which the Lord brought me thither; I felt my fpirit clear 
of that ifland, and found drawings to Jamaica. Which when I had 
communicated to friends, I acquainted the governor alfo, and divers 
of his council, with my intention; which I did, that as my coming 
thither was open and publick, fo my departure alfo might be. Be- 
fore I left the ifland, I wrote the following letter to my wife ; that 
fhe might underftand both how it was with me, and how I pro- 
ceeded in my travels. 


” «My dear Heart, 
je 19 O whom is my love, and to all the children in the Seed of 
pe magic that changeth not, but is over all; bleffed be the Lord 
« for ever! I have undergone great fufferings in my body and -fpirit, 
‘« beyond words; but the God of Heaven be praifed, his. truth is over 
: all. Tam now well; and, if the Lord permit, within a few days 
« I pafs from Barbadoes towards Jamaica; and think to ftay but 
“ little there. I defire that ye may be all kept free in the Sat a 
| ohh ihe gots © life, 
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« life, out of all cumbrances. Friends are generally well. Re- 
‘ member me to friends that enquire after me. So no more, but 
« my love in the Seed and Life, that changeth not. ¥ 
Gs ee 
¢ Barbadoes, the 6th of the 
« rith month, 1671.’ 


I fet fail from Barbadoes to Jamaica the eighth of the eleventh 
month, 1671, Robert Widders, William Edmundfon, Solomon 
Eccles, and Elizabeth Hooton going with me. Thomas Briggs and 
John Stubbs remained in Barbadoes ; with whom were John Roufe 
and William Baily. We hada quick and eafy paflage to Jamaica ; 
where we met with James Lancafter, John Cartwright, and George 
Pattifon again, who had been labouring there in the fervice of truth ; 
into which we forthwith entered with them, travelling up and down 
through the ifland, which is large ; and a brave country it is, though 
the people are many of them debauched and wicked. We had 
much fervice. ‘There was a great convincement, and many received 
the truth; fome of which were people of account in the world. 
We had many meetings there, which were large, and very quiet. 
The people were civil to us, fo that not a mouth was opened againft 
us. I was twice with the governor, and fome other magiftrates, 
who all carried themfelves kindly towards me. . 

About a week after we landed in Jamaica, Elizabeth Hooton, a 
woman of great age, who had travelled much in truth’s fervice, and 
fuffered much for it, departed this life. She was well the day be- 
fore fhe died ; and departed in peace, like a lamb, bearing tefti- 
mony to truth at her departure. 

When we had been about feven weeks in Jamaica, had brought 
friends into pretty good order, and fettled feveral meetings amongft 
them, we left Solomon Eccles there; the reft of us embarked for 
Maryland; leaving friends and truth profperous in Jamaica, the 
Lord’s power being over all, and his blefled Seed reigning, 
a I left Jamaica, I wrote another letter to my wife, as fol- 
owetn ; ‘ 


© My dear Heart, * i. 
a whom is my love, and to the children, in that which 
changeth not, but is over all; and to all friends in thofe 

parts. I have been at Jamaica about five weeks. Friends are ge- 
nerally well; and here is a convincement: but things would be 
too large to write of. Sufferings in every place attend me; but 
the bleffed Seed is over all: the great Lord be praifed, who is 
Lord of fea and land, and of all things therein. We intend to 
pais from hence about the beginning of the next month, towards 
Maryland, if the Lord pleafe. Dwell all of you in the Seed of 
God. In his truth I reft in love to you all. sly 

‘ Jamaica, 23d of the | 

‘12th month, 1671." 
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We went on board the 8th of the firft month 1671-2; and, hav- . 167" 
ing contrary winds, were a full week failing forwards and back- 
wards, before we could get out of fight of Jamaica. A difficult 
voyage this proved, and pretty dangerous, efpecially in our pafling 
through the: gulf of Florida, where we met with many winds and 
ftorms. But the great God, who is Lord of fea and land, and 
who rideth upon the wings of the wind, did by his power pre- 
ferve us through many and great dangers, when by extreme {ftrefs of 
weather our veflel was divers times like to be overfet, and much of 
her tackling broken. And indeed we were fenfible that the Lord 
was a God at hand, and that his ear was open to the fupplications 
of his people. For when the winds were fo flrong and boifterous, 
and the ftorms and .tempefts fo great, that the failors knew not 
what to do, but let the fhip go which way fhe would ; then did we 
pray unto the Lord; who did gracioufly hear and accept us, and 
did calm the winds and feas, gave us feafonable weather, and made 
us to rejoice in his falvation ; bleffed and praifed be the holy name 
of the Lord, whofe power hath dominion over all, and whom the 
winds and the feas obey ! 

We were between fix and feven weeks in this paffage from Ja- 
maica to Maryland. Some days before we came to land, after we 
had entered the bay of Potuxan river, a great ftorm arofe, which Potuxan Ri- 
caft a boat upon us for fhelter; in which were divers men and wo- ‘*™ 
men of account in the world. We took them in; but the boat was 
loft, with five hundred pounds worth of goods in it, as they faid. 

They continued on board us feveral days, not having any means to 
get off ; and we had avery good meeting with them in the fhip. 
But provifions grew fhort, for they brought none in with them ; and 
ours, by reafon of the length of our voyage, were well nigh {pent 
when they came to us: fo that with their living upon it too, we 
had now little or none left. Whereupon George Pattifon took a 
boat, and ventured his life to get to fhore; the hazard was fo great, 
that all but friends concluded he would be caft away. Yet it pleafed 
the Lord to bring him fafe to land; and in a fhort time after the Maryland. 
friends of the place came to fetch us to land alfo, in a feafonable 
time, for our provifions were quite fpent. 

We partook alfo of another great deliverance in this voyage, thro’ 
the good providence of the Lord, which we underftood afterwards. 
When we wete determined to come from Jamaica, we had our 
choice of two veffels, both bound for the fame coaft. One was a 
frigate, the other a yacht. ‘The mafter of the frigate, we thought, 
afked unreafonably for our paflage; which made us agree with the 
mafter of the yacht, who offered to carry us ten fhillings a piece 
cheaper than the other. We went on board the yacht, and the fri- . 
gate came out together with us, intending to be conforts during the 
voyage; and for feveral days we failed together: but what with 
calms and contrary winds, we were ‘in a while feparated. After 
which, the frigate, lofing her way, fell among the Spaniards ; by 
whom fhe was plundered and robbed, and the mafter and mate made 
prifoners: afterwards, being retaken by the Englifh, fhe was fent 
home to her owners in Virginia, Which when we came to et 
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ftand, we faw and admired the Providence of God, who prefetved 
us out of our enemies hands; and he that was covetous fell among 
the covetous. 

Here we found Burneyate, intending fhortly to fail for Old Eng-_ 
land; but upon our arrival he altered his purpofe, and joined us in 
the Lord’s fervice. He had appointed a general meeting for all the 
friends in the province of Maryland, that he might fee them toge- 
ther, and take his leave of them, before he departed out of the 
country ; and it was fo ordered by the good Providence of God, that 
we landed juft time enough to reach that meeting; by which means ~ 
we had a very feafonable opportunity of taking the friends of the 
province together. A very large meeting this was, and held four 
days; to which, befides friends, came many other people, divers of 
whom were of confiderable quality in the world’s account: for 


_ there were five or fix juftices of the peace, the fpeaker of their af- 


fembly, one of their council, and others of note, who feemed well 


_ fatisfied with the meeting. After the publick meetings were over, 


Cliffs. 


Faftern fhore. 


the men’s and women’s meetings began ; wherein I opened to friends 
the fervice thereof, to their great fatisfaction. After this we went 
to the Cliffs, where another general meeting was appointed. We 
went fome of the way by land, the reft by water; anda florm 
arifing, our boat was run aground, in danger to be beaten to pieces, 
and the water came in upon us. I was.in a great fweat, having 
come very hot out of a meeting before, and now was wet with the 
water befide: yet having faith in the divine power, I was preferved 
from taking hurt, blefled be the Lord! To this meeting many 
came, who received the truth with reverence. We had alfo a men’s 
meeting and a women’s meeting. Moft of the backfliders came in 
again; and feveral of thofe meetings were eftablithed for taking care 
of the affairs of the church. 

After thefe two general meetings, we parted company, dividing 
ourfelves unto feveral coafts, for the fervice of truth. James Lan- 
cafter and John Cartwright went by fea for New England; William 
Edmundfon and three friends more failed for Virginia, where things 
were much out of order; John Burneyate, Robert Widders, George 
Pattifon, and J, with feveral friends of the province, went over by 
boat to the eaftern fhore, and had a meeting there on the firft day ; 
where many people received the truth .with gladnefs, and friends 
were greatly refrefhed. A very large and heavenly meeting it was. 
Several perfons of quality in that country were at it, two of whom 
were juitices of the peace. It was upon me from the Lord to fend 
to the Indian emperor and his kings, to come to that meeting; the 
emperor came, and was at the meeting; but his kings, lying fur- 
ther off, could not reach thither time enough; yet they came after 
with their cockaroofes. I had in the evening two good opportuni- 
ties with them ; they heard the word of the Lord willingly, and con- 
feffed to it. ‘ What I {poke to them, I defired them to {peak to” 
‘ their people; and let them know, that God was raifing up his ta- 


* bernacle of witnefs in their wildernefs-country, and was fetting’ 


« up his ftandard and glorious enfign of righteoufnefs.’ They car- 
ried themfelves very courteoufly and lovingly; and inquired, « Where 
* the 
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« the next meeting would be, and they would come toit.’ Yet they 1672. 
faid, « They had a great debate with their council about their joy, moc 
‘ coming, before they came now.’ rye 
The next day we began our journey by land to New England; 

a tedious journey through the woods and wildernefs, over bogs and 

great rivers. We took horfe at the head of Tredaven Creek, and Tredaven 
travelled through the woods till we came a little above the head of ST***: 
Miles River; by which we pafied, and rode to the head of Wye miles River. 
River, and fo to the head of Chefter River; where, making a fire, Wye River. 
we took up our lodging in the woods. Next morning we travelled aprile 
the woods till we came to Saxifrax River, which we went over in Saxifrax Ri- 
canoes (or Indian boats) caufing our horfes to {wim by. Then 

we rode to Bohemia River; where in like manner fwimming »our Bohemia Ri- 
horfes, we ourfelves went over in canoes. We refted a little at ver 

a plantation by the way, but not long; for we had thirty miles to 

ride that afternoon, if we would reach a town; which we were 

willing to do, and therefore rode hard for it. I, with fome others, 

whofe horfes were ftrong, got to the town that night, exceedingly 

tired, and wet to the {kin ; but George Pattifon and Robert Wid- 

ders, being weaker-horfed, were obliged to lay in the woods that 

night alfo. ‘The town we went to was a Dutch town, called New= Newcaftle. 
caftle; whither Robert Widders and George Pattifon came to us 

next morning. We departed thence; and got over the river Delaware; Delaware Ri- 
not without great danger of fome of our lives. When we were over, °“ 

we were troubled to procure guides; which were hard to get, and 

very chargeable. Then had we that wildernefs country to pafs 
through, fince called Weft Jerfey, not then inhabited by Englith ; wes Jerfey. 
fo that we have travelled a whole day together without feeing man 
or woman, houfe or dwelling-place. Sometimes we lay in the 

woods by a fire, and fometimes in the Indians wigwams or houfes. 

We came one night to an Indian town, and lay at the king’s houfe, 

who was a very pretty man. Both he and his wife received us very 
lovingly, and his attendants (fuch as they were) were very ref{pect- 

ful tous. They laid us mats to lie on; but provifion was very 

fhort with them, having caught but little that day. At another In- 

dian town, where we ftaid, the king came to us, and he could {peak 

fome Englifh. I {poke to him much, and alfo to his people; and 

they were very loving tous. At length we came to Middle Town, Eaft Jerfey. 
an Englifh plantation in Baft Jerfey ; and there were fome friends : pene 
but we could not ftay to have a meeting at that time, being ear- ; 
neftly preffed in our {pirits to get to the half-year’s meeting of 

friends at Oifter Bay in Long Ifland, which was near at hand. We 

went with a friend, Richard Hartfhorn, brother to. Hugh Hartt- 

horn, the upholfterer in London, who received us gladly to his 

houfe, where we refrefhed ourfelves, and then he carried us and 

our horfes in his own boat over a great water, which held us moft 
part of the day in getting over, and fet us upon Long Ifland. We Long Mand. 
got that evening to friends at Gravefand, with whom we tarried Gravefand., 
that night. Next day we got to Fluthing. The day following we Fluhiing. 
reached Oifter Bay ; feveral friends both of Gravefand and Fluthing ard pasts 
accompanying us. ‘The half-year’s meeting began next day, which Btetiey. ; 

’ Gok lafted ; 
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lafted fora days. ‘The firft and fecond days we had publick meet- 
ings for worfhip, to which people of all forts might and did come. 


On third day were the men’s and women’s meetings, wherein the 
affairs of the church were taken care of. Here we met with fome 
bad fpirits, who were run out from truth into prejudice, conten- 
tion, and oppofition to the order of truth, and to friends therein. 
Thefe had been very troublefome to friends in their meetings there 
and thereabouts formerly, and it is like would have been fo now ; 
but I would not fuffer the fervice of our men’s and women’s .meet- 
ings to be interrupted and hindered by their cavils. I let them 
know, £ if they had any thing to object againft the order of truth 
« which we were in, we would give them a meeting another day on 
‘ purpofe.’ And indeed I laboured the more, and travelled the 
harder to get to this meeting, where it was expected many of thefe 


contentious people would be ; becaufe I underftood they had reflected . 


much upon me when I was far from them. ‘The men’s and wo- . 


men’s meetings being over, on the fourth day we had a meeting 
with thofe difcontented people, to which as many of them as would 
did come, and as many friends as had a defire were prefent alfo; 


and the Lord’s power broke forth glorioufly, to the confounding oa 


the gainfayers. Then fome, that had been chief in the mifchievous 
work of contention and oppofition againft the truth, began to fawn 
upon me, and caft the blame upon others; but the deceitful fpirit 
was judged down and condemned, and the glorious truth of God 
was exalted and fet over all; and they were all brought down and 


bowed under. Which was of great fervice to truth, and great fa- — 


tisfaction and comfort to friends; glory to the Lord for ever! 


After friends were gone to their feveral habitations, we ftaid fome — 


days upon the ifland, had meetings in feveral parts thereof, and good 
fervice for the Lord. When we were clear of the ifland, we returned 
to Oifter Bay, waiting for a wind to carry us to Rhode Ifland, com+ 

uted to be about two hundred miles. -As foon as the wind ferved 


Rhodelfland. we fet fail, and arrived in Rhode Ifland the thirtieth of the third 


month ; where we were gladly received by friends. We went to 
Nicholas Eafton’s, who was governor of the ifland; where we lay; 
being weary with travelling. On firft day following we hada large 
meeting; to which the deputy-governor and feveral juftices came, 
and were mightily affected with the truth. The week following 


Yearly meet- the yearly meeting for friends of New England, and other colonies 


ing. 


adjacent, was held in this ifland; to which, befides many friends 


who lived in thofe parts, came John Stubbs from Barbadoes, and | 


James Lancafter and John Cartwright from another way. This — 


meeting lafted fix days. The firft four were {pent in general publick — 
meetings for worfhip; to which abundance of other people came. 


For having no priefts in the ifland, and no reftri¢tion to any parti- 


cular way of worfhip; and the governor and deputy-governor, with 


feveral juftices of the peace, -daily frequenting meetings; it fo en- 
couraged the people, that they flocked in from all parts of the ifland. 


Very good fervice we had amongft them, and truth had good re- 


ception. I have rarely obferved a ne in the ftate wherein they 
ftood, to hear with more attention, diligence, and affection, than 
. é' generally 
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generally they did, during the four days; which was alfo taken no- , 1672: 
tice of by other friends. Thefe publick meetings over, the men’s Rhode Mand 

meeting began, which was large, precious, and weighty. The day yearly meet- 
following was the women’s meeting, which alfo was large and very ** 
folemn. Thefe two meetings being for ordering the aftairs of the 
church, many weighty things were opened, and communicated to 
them, by way of advice, information, and inftruction in the fer- 
vices relating thereunto; that all might be kept clean, fweet, and 
favoury amongit them. In thefe, feveral men’s and women’s meet- 
ings for other parts were agreed and fettled, to take care of the 

. poor, and other affairs of the church, and to fee that all who pro- 
fefs truth walk according to the glorious gofpel of God. When 
this great general meeting was ended, it was fomewhat hard for 
friends to part ; for the glorious power of the Lord, which was over 
all, and his bleffed truth and life flowing amongft them, had fo knit 
and united them together, that they fpent two days in taking leave 
one of another, and of the friends of the ifland; and then, being 
mightily filled with the prefence and power of the Lord; they went 
away with joyful hearts to their feveral habitations, in the feveral 
colonies where they lived. 

When friends had taken their leave one of another, we, who 
travelled. amongft them, difperfed ourfelves into our feveral fervices, 
as the Lord ordered us. John Burneyate, John Cartwright, and 
George Pattifon went into the eaftern parts of New England, in 
company with the friends that came from thence, to vifit the par- 
ticular meetings there; whom John Stubbs and James Lancafter 

~. intended to follow a while after, in the fame fervice ; but they were 
not yet clear of this ifland. Robert Widders and I ftaid longer upon 
this ifland; finding fervice ftill here for the Lord, through the great 
opennefs, and the daily coming in of frefh people from other colo- 
nies, for fome time, after the general meeting; fo that we had many 
large and ferviceable meetings among them. 

During this time, a marriage was celebrated amongft friends in 
this ifland, and we were prefent. It was at a friend’s houfe, who 

. had formerly been governor of the ifland; and three juftices of the 
peace, with many others not in profeffion with us, and friends alfo 
faid, They never faw fuch a folemn affembly on fuch an occafion, 
fo weighty a marriage, and fo comely an order. Thus truth was 
fet over all. This might ferve for an’example to others ; for there 

were fome prefent from many other places. 

_. After this I had a great travail in {pirit concerning the Ranters in 
thofe parts, who had been rude at a meeting which I was not at. 
Wherefore I appointed a meeting amongft them, believing the Lord 

would give me power over them; which he did, to his praife and 

glory; bleffed be his name for ever!- There were at this meeting 

3 many friends, and divers other people; fome of whom were juftices 

of the peace, and officers, who were generally well affected with 

the truth. One, who had been a juftice twenty years, was con- 
vinced; {poke highly of the truth, and more highly of me than is 
fit for me to mention ar take notice of. 
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We had a meeting at Providence, which was very large, confitt- 
ing of many forts of people: I had a great travail upon my {pirit, 
that it might be preferved quiet, and that truth might be brought 
over the people, and might gain entrance and have place in them; 
for they were generally above the priefts, in high notions; and fome 
came on purpofe to difpute. But the Lord, whom we waited upon, 
was with us, his power went over them all; and his blefled Seed 
was exalted and fet above all, The difputers were filent, and the 
meeting quiet, and ended well; praifed be the Lord! The people 
went away mightily fatisfied, much defiring another meeting. This 
place (called Providence) was about thirty miles from Rhode Ifland; 
we went to it by water. The governor.of Rhode Ifland, and many 
others, went with me thither; and we had the meeting in a great 
barn, which was thronged with people, fo that Iwas exceeding 
hot; and in a great {weat; but all was well; the glorious power of 
the Lord fhined over all, glory to the great God for ever! as 

After this we went to Narraganfet, about twenty miles from. 
Rhode Ifland; and the governor went with us. We had a meeting 
at a juftice’s, where friends never had any before. The meeting 
was very large, for the country generally came in; and people from . 
Connecticut, and other parts round about. There were four juf- 
tices of peace. Moft of thefe people were fuch as had never heard 
friends before ; but they were mightily affef&ted, and a great defire 
there is after the truth amongft them. . So that meeting was of very 
good fervice ; bleffed be the Lord for ever! The juftice, at whofe 
houfe it was, and another juftice of that country, invited me to 
come again; but I was then clear of thofe parts, and was going to- 
wards Shelter Ifland. John Burnyeate and John Cartwright, being 
come out of New England into Rhode Ifland before Iwas gone, 
I laid this place before them, and they felt drawings thither, and 
went to vifit them. At another place, I heard fome of the magif- 
trates faid among themfelves, < If they had money enough, they 
‘ would hire me to be their minifter.’. This was, where they did 
not well underftand us, and our principles: but when I heard of 
it, I faid, « It was time for me to be gone; for if their eye was 

fo much to me, or any of us, they would not come to their own 
‘ teacher.’ For this thing (hiring minifters) had fpoiled many, by 
hindering them from improving their own talents; whereas our 
labour is, to bring every one to their own teacher in themfelves. 

I went from hence towards Shelter Ifland, having with me Ro- 
bert Widders, James Lancafter, George Pattifon, and John Jay, a 
planter in Barbadoes. We went off in a floop; and paffing by 
Point Juda and Block Ifland, we came to Fifhers Ifland, where at 
night we went on fhore. but were not able to {tay for the mufquetoes’ 
(a fort of gnats, or little flies) which abound there, and are very. 
troublefome. Wherefore we went into our floop again, put off 


- from the fhore, caft anchor, and lay in our floop that night, Next 


The Sound. 


day we went into the Sound, but finding our floop' was not able to” 
live in that water, we returned again, and came to anchor before 
Fifhers Ifland, where we lay in our floop that night alfo. There’ 
fell abundance of rain, and our floop being open, we were exceeding 
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wet. Next day we paffed over the waters called the Two Horfe 1672. 
Races, and then by Garner’s-ifland ; after which we paffed by tieqwo” 
Gull’s-ifland, and got at length to Shelter-ifland, which tho’ it was Horfe Races. 
but about twenty-feven leagues from Rhode-ifland, through the dif- G2™e"'s- 
ficulty of paflage, we were three days in getting thither. The day Gal's ifland. 
after, being firft-day, we had a meeting there. In the fame week, Shelter- 
I hada meeting among the Indians, at which were their king, with “"“* 
his council, and about an hundred Indians more. They fat down like 
friends, and heard very attentively, while I {poke to them by an in- 
terpreter, an Indian that could fpeak Englith well. After the meet- 
ing they appeared very loving, and confeffed what was faid to them 
was truth.. The next firft-day we had a great meeting on the ifland, 
to which many people came who had never heard friends before. 
They were well fatisfied with the meeting, and would not go away | 
when it was done till they had fpoke with me. I went amongft them, 
and found they were much taken with the truth; good defires were 
raifed in them, and great love. Bleffed be the Lord, his’ name 
{preads, and will be great among the nations, and dreadful among 
the heathen. mod te 
While we were in Shelter-ifland, William Edmundfon came to 
us, who'had been labouring in the work of the Lord in Virginia. 
From whence he travelled through the Defert-country, through 
difficulties: and many trials, till he came to Roan-oak, where he Roan-oak. 
met with a.tender people. After feven weeks fervice in thofe parts, 
failing to Maryland; and fo to New-York, he came from thence to 
Long-ifland ; where we met with him, and were very glad to hear 
from him the good fervice he had for the Lord in the feveral places 
where he had travelled fince he parted from us. | 
We ftaid not long:in Shelter-ifland, but entering our floop again, At fea, 
- put to fea for Long-ifland. We had a very rough paflage; the tide 
run fo ftrong for {everal hours, that I have not feen the like; and 
being againft us, we could hardly get forward though we had a gale. 
We were upon the water all that day and the night following, but 
found ourfelves next day driven back near Fifher’s-ifland. For there 
was a great fog, and towards day it was very dark, fo that we could 
not fee what way we made. Befides, it rained much in the night, 
which in our open floop made us very wet. Next day a great ftorm 
arofe, fo that we were fain to go over the Sound, and did get over 
with much ado. We paffed by Faulcon-ifland, and came to the Pautcon- 
Main, where we caft anchor till the ftorm was over. Then we ifland. 
croffed the Sound, all very wet, and much difficulty we had to get to Sound. 
land, the wind being ftrong againft us. But bleffed be the Lord 
God of heaven and earth, and of the feas and waters, all was well. 
We got fafe to Oyfter-bay in Long-ifland, the feventh of the fixth Long-ifland. 
Aes : a2 : : Oyfter. bay. 
month, very early in the morning, which, they fay, is about two 
hundred miles from Rhode-ifland. At Oyfter-bay we had a very large 
meeting. .The fame day James Lancafter’ and Chriftopher Holder 
went over the bay to Rye, on the continent, in governor Winthrop’s 
government, and hada meeting there. From Oyfter-bay we pafled 
about thirty miles to Flufhing, where we had avery latge meeting, Fluhing. 
many hundreds of people being there; fome of whom came about 
cs 57 thirty 
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thirty miles to it. A glorious and heavenly meeting it was (praifed 
be the Lord God!) and the people were much fatisfied. Mean while 
Chriftopher Holder and fome other friends went to a town in Long- 
ifland, called Jamaica, and had a meeting there. We pafied from 
Fluthing to Gravefands, about twenty miles, and there had three 
precious meetings; to which many would have come from New- 
York, but. that the weather hindered them. Being clear of this 
place, we hired a floop, and, the wind ferving, fet out for the new 
country now called. Jerfey. Pafling down the bay by Conny- 
land, Natton-ifland, and Stratton-ifland, we came to Richard 
Hartfhorn’s at Middletown-harbour; about break of day, the 
twenty-feventh of the fixth month. . Next day we rode about thirty 
miles into that country, through the woods, and oyer very bad bogs, 
one worfe than all the reft ; the defcent into which was fo fteep that 
we were fain to flide down with our horfes, and then let them lie 
and breathe themfelyes before they could go on. This place the 
people of the country called Purgatory. We got at length to 
Shrewfbury, in Eaft-Jerfey, and on firft-day had a precious meetin: 
there ; to which friends and other people came far, and the bleffe: 
prefence of the Lord was with us. The fame week we had amen’s — 
and women’s meeting out of moft parts of New-Jerfey. They are 
building a meeting-place in the midft of them, and thege is a 
monthly and general meeting fet. up, which will be of great fer- 
vice in thofe parts, in * keeping up the gofpel-order, and govern- 
« ment of Chrift Jefus (of the increafe.of which there is no end) that 
‘ they who are faithful may fee that all who profefs the holy truth 
« live in the pure religion, and walk as becometh the gofpel.’ - 


hile we were at Shrewfbury, an accident befell, which for the 
time was a great exercife to uss; John Jay, a friend of Barbadoes, 
who came with us from Rhode-ifland, and intended to accompany us. 
through the Woods to Maryland, being to try a horfe, got upon his. 
back, and the horfe fell a. running, caft him down upon his head, — 
and broke his neck, as the people faid. Thofe that were near him 
took him up as dead, carried him a good way, and laid him ona 
tree. Igotto him as foon as Icould ; and, feeling him, concluded 
he was dead. As I ftood pitying him and his family, I took hold of 
his hair, and his head turned any way, his neck was fo limber. 
Whereupon I teok his head in both my hands, and fetting my knees 
again{t the tree, I raifed his head, and perceived there was nothing 
eut or broken that way. Then I put one hand under his chin, and 
the other behind his head, and raifed his head two or three times 
with all my ftrength, and brought it in... I foon perceived his neck 
began to grow {tiff again, and then he began to rattle in his throat, 
and quickly after to breathe. .The people were amazed; but I bade 
them have a good heart, be of good faith, and carry him into the 
houfe. They did fo, and fet him by the fire. I bid them get him 
fomething warm to drink, and put him te bed. After he had been 
in the houfe a while, he began to {peaks but did not know where 
he had been. ‘Fhe next day we pafled away (and he with us, pre 
well) about fixteen miles, to a meeting at Middle-town, saaiagh 
woods and bogs, and over a rivers where we fwam our horfes, and got 
oul ht over - 
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ever ourfelves upon a hollow tree. Many hundred miles did he travel, 1672. 
with us after this. . peer nd 
To this meeting:came moft of the people of the town. A gloriotis 

meeting we had, and the truth was over all; bleffed be the great 

Lord God forever! After: the meeting we went to Middle-town- Middletown. 
harbour, about five miles, in order to take our long journey next harbotr. 
morning, through the woods towards Maryland, having hired In- 

dians for our guides. I determined to pafs through the woods, on 

the other fide of Delaware-bay, that we might head the creeks and 

rivers as much as poflible. The ninth of the feventh month we fet 

forward, paffed through many Indian towns, and over fome rivets Indian 
and bogs.. When we had rid about forty miles, we made a fire at ¥"™ 
-night,:and lay by it... As we came among the Indians, we declared 
the day of the Lord to them. Next day we travelled fifty miles, as 
owe computed; and at night finding an old houfe, which the Indians 

had forced the people to leave, we made a fire, and lay there, at the 

head of Delaware-bay. The next day we fwam our horfes over a Delaware- 
river about a mile, at twice, firft to an ifland called Upper Dinidock, Une + Dini« 
rand then to the main land, having hired Indians to help us over in dock. 
their canoes. This day we could reach but about thirty miles, and 
came to a Swede’s houfe, where we got'a little ftraw, and lay that 
might. “Next day, having hired another guide, we travelled about 
forty miles through the woods, and made a fire at night, by which 
we lay, and dried ourfelves; for we were often wet in our travels. 
Next day we paffed over a defperate river, which had in it many 
rocks and broad ftones, very hazardous to us and our horfes. From 
thence we came to Chriftian-river, where we fwam our horfes over, Chriftian- 
and went ourfelves in Canoes ; but the fides of the river were fo "’" 
miry, that fome of the horfes had like to have been laid up. From 
thence we came to Newcaftle, heretofore called New-Amfterdam ; Newcattle, o 
and being very weary, and inquiring in the town where we might oc 
buy fome corn for our horfes, the governor came and invited me to 
his houfe, and afterwards defired me to lodge there; telling me, he 
had a bed for me, and I fhould be welcome. So I ftaid, the other 
. friends being taken care of alfo. This was on a feventh-day, and 
he offering his houfe for a meeting, we had the next day a pretty 
large one ; for moft of the town were at it. Here had never been a 
' meeting before, nor any within a great way; but this was a very pre- 
cious one, many were tender, and confeffed to the truth, and fome 
received it ; bleffed be the Lord for ever! 
The fixteeenth of the feventh month we fet forward, and 
travelled, as near as we could compute, about fifty miles, through 
the woods and over the bogs, heading Bohemia-river and Saxifrax- pohemia- 
river. At-night we made a fire in the woods, and lay there all night. river. 
It being rainy weather, we got under fome thick trees for fhelter, apa 
and afterwards dried ourfelves again by the fire. Next day we 
waded through Chefter-river, a very broad water, and afterwards Chefter- 
pafling through many bad bogs, lay that night alfo in the woods by "’” 
a fire, not having gone above thirty miles that day. The day fol- 
lowing we travelled hard, though we had fome troublefome bogs in 
our way; we rode about fifty miles, and got.fafe that night to “oi 
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bert Harwood’s, at Miles-river in’ Maryland. | This was. the eigh- 
teenth of the feventh month ; and though we were very weary, and 
much.:dirtied with the bogs, yet hearing of a meeting next day, we 
went. to it, and from it to, John Edmundfon’s ; from whence we 
-went three or four miles by water to. a meeting on the firft-day fol- 
lowing. Here was a judge’s wife, who had never been at any of our 
meetings before, who was reached, and faid after the. meeting, 
‘ She had rather hear us once, than the priefts a thoufand times.’ 
Many others alfo were well fatisfied ; forthe power of the Lordwas 
eminently with us. Bleffed for ever be his holy name !. We pafled 
from thence about twenty-two miles, and had a good meeting upor 
the Kentifh fhore, to which one of the judges came. After another 
good meeting hard-by at William Wilcock’s, where we) had good 
fervice for the Lord, we went by water about twenty miles to a very 


large meeting, where, were fome hundreds of people, and four, jui- 


tices of peace, the high-fheriff of Delaware, and others from thence’; _ 
there was an Indian emperor or governor, and two others of, the 
chief men among the Indians. . With thefe Indians I had a good:op- 
portunity. I fpoke to them by an interpreter; they heard the truth 
attentively, and were very loving. A bleffed meeting. this was, of 
great fervice both for convincing, and eftablifhing in the truth thofe 
that were convinced of it. Blefled be the Lord, who caufeth his 


bleffed truth to fpread! . After the meeting a woman came to me, 


whofe hufband was one of the judges of that country, anda member 
of the aflembly there. She told me, ‘ Her hufband was fick, not 
‘ likely to live, and defired me to go home with her to fee him.’ It 


- awas three miles, to her houfe, and I being juft come hot out of the 


meeting, it was hard for me then to go ; yet, confidering the {ervice, 
I got an horfe, went with her, vifited her hufband, and {poke what 
the Lord gave me to him. The man was much refrefhed, and 
finely raifed up by the power of the Lord; and afterwards came. to 


our meetings. I went back to the friends that night, and next day 
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we departed thence about nineteen or twenty miles to Tredhaven- 


_creek, to John Edmundfon’s again ; from whence, the third of the 


eighth month, we went to the general meeting for all Maryland 
friends. 


This meeting held five days. The firft three we had meetings for 
-publick worfhip, to which people of all forts came; the other two 


-were {pent in the men’s and women’s meetings. To thofe publick 
meetings came many Proteftants of divers. forts, and fome Papitts ; 
among{t whom were feveral magiftrates and their wives, with other 
perfons of chief account in the country. . Of the common people, it 


was thought there were fometimes a thoufand at one of thofe meet- 


It was a very heavenly meeting, wherein the prefence of the Lord 


ings; fo that’ though they had enlarged their meeting-place, and 
made it as big again as it was before, it could not contain the 
people. I went by boat every day four or five miles to the meeting, 
and there were fo many boats at that time pafling upon the river, 
that it was almoft like the Thames... The people faid, ‘ There were 
£ never fo many boats feen there together before 3; and one of the 
juftices faid, « He never faw fo many people together in that country.’ 


was 
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was glorioufly manifefted, friends were {weetly refrefhed, the people . 1972. 
‘generally fatisfied, and many convinced; for the blefled power of General. 
the Lord was over all: everlafting praifes to his holy name for ever ! meeting, 
After'the publick meetings were over, the men’s and women’s began, 

and were held the other two days ; for I had fomething to impart to 

them, ‘which concerned the glory of God, the order of the gofpel, 

and the government of Chrift Jefus. When thefe meetings were over, 

we took our leave of friends in thofe parts, whom we left well efta- 
blifhed in the truth. The tenth of the eighth month we went about 

thirty miles by water, pafling by Cranes-ifland, Swan-ifland, and Cranes- 
Kent-ifland, in very foul weather and much rain ; whereby, our any ; 
boat being open, we were not only very much wetted, but in great Kentiifand, 
‘danger of being overfet; infomuch that fome thought we could not 

‘have efcaped being caft away, till they faw us come to fhore next 
morning. But blefled be God we were very well. Having got toa 

little houfe, dried our cloaths by the fire, and .refrefhed ourfelves a 

little, we took to our boat again, and put off from land, fometimes 
failing, and fometimes rowing; but having very foul weather, we 

could not get above twelve miles forward. At night we got to land, 

made usa fire, by which fome lay, and others by a fire at a houfe a 

little way off. Next morning we paffed over the Great-bay, and Great-bay. 
failed about forty miles that day. Making to fhore at night, we lay 

there, fome in the boat, and fome at an ale-houfe. Next morning, 

being firft-day, we went fix or feven miles to a friend’s houfe, a 
juftice of the peace ; where we had a meeting. This was a little 
above the head of the Great-bay. We were almoft four days upon 
water, weary with rowing, yet all was very well; blefied and praifed 
_ bethe Lord! We went next day to another friend’s over the head 

of Hatton’s-ifland, where we had good fervice; as we had alfo the praron's. 
day following at George Wilfon’s, a friend, that lived about three ifland. 
miles further, where we had a very precious meeting, there being 

great tendernefs amongft the people. 

After this we failed about ten miles to James Frizby’s, a juftice of 

peace; where, the fixteenth of the eighth month, we had a very 

large meeting, at which, befides friends, were fome hundreds of 
people, as it was fuppofed. Amongft them were feveral juftices, 
captains, and the fheriff, with other perfons of note. A bleffed 
heavenly meeting this was; a powerful, thundering teftimony for 
‘truth was born therein; a great fenfe there was upon the people, 
and much brokennefs and tendernefs amongft them. We ftaid till 
“about the eleventh hour in the night, that the tide turned for us ; ~ 
“then taking boat, we pafled that night and the next day about fifty 
tiles to another friend’s houfe. The two next days we made fhort 
“journies, vifiting friends. The twentieth we had a great meeting at 

a place called Severn, where there was a meeting-place, but not severe, 
large enough to hold the people. Divers chief magiftrates were at it, 

with many other confiderable people, and it gave them generally great 
- fatisfaction. Two days after we had a meeting with fome that walked 
diforderly, and had good fervice init. Then {pending a day or two 
' in vifiting friends, we paffed to the Weftern-fhore, and the twenty- Weftern. 
fifth had a large and precious meeting at William Coale’s, where tore. 
5 X ‘the 
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the {peaker of their aflembly, with his wife, a juftice of peace; and — 


" feveral people of quality, were prefent. Next day we had a'meet- . 


ing, fix or feven miles further, at Abraham Birkhead’s, where many 
of the magiftrates and upper fort were; and the fpeaker of the 


aflembly for that country was convinced. °A blefied meeting it 


was; praifed be the Lord! We travelled next day; and the day 
following, the twenty~cighth of the eighth month, had a large and 
very precious mecting at Peter Sharp’s, on the Clifts, between thirty 
and forty miles diffant from the former. Many of the magiftrates 


and upper rank of people were prefent, and a heavenly meeting it 


was. One of the governor’s council’s wives was convinced; and. - 
her hufband was very loving to friends. A juftice of peace from 
Virginia was convinced, and hath a meeting fince at his houfe. 
Some Papifts were at this méeting, one of whom: threatened, be- 
fore he came, to difpute with me ;*but he was reached, and could 
not oppofe. Blefled be the Lord, the truth reached into the hearts 
of people beyond words, and it is of a good favour amongft them! 
After the meeting we went about eighteen miles to James Prefton’s, 
a friend that lived on Pattuxen River. Thither. came an’ Indian 
king, with his brother, to whom I fpoke, and I found they under- 
ftood the thing I fpoke of. Having finifhed our fervice in Maryland, 
and intending for Virginia, we had a meeting at Pattuxen the fourth 
of the ninth month, to take our leave of friends. Many people of 
all forts were at it, and a powerful meeting it was. _ | | 
The fifth of the ninth month we fet fail for Virginia, and in three 
days came to Nancemum, about two hundred miles from Maryland. 
In this voyage we met with foul weather, ftorms, and rain, and 
lay in the woods by a fire in the night. Here lived a friend, called — 
the widow Wright. Next day we hada great meeting at Nance- 
mum, of friends and others. There came to this meeting colonel 


Dewes, with feveral other officers and magiftrates, who were much 


taken with the declaration of truth. After the meeting, we haftened . 
towards Carolina; yet had feveral meetings by the way, wherein 


.we had good fervice for the Lord: one about four miles from Nan- 


cemum Water, which was very precious; and there was a men’s 
and a women’s meeting fettled, for the affairs of the church. An- 
other very good meeting we had at William Yarrow’s, at Pagan 
Creek ; which was fo large that we were fain to be abroad, the houfe 
not being big enough to contain the people. A great opennefs there 
was, the found of truth fpread abroad, and had a good favour in the 
hearts of people: the Lord have the glory for ever! “aN 
After this, our way to Carolina grew worfe, being much of it 
plathy, and pretty full of great bogs and fwamps ; fo that we were 
commonly wet to the knees, and lay abroad a-nights in the woods 
by a fire: faving one of the nights we got to a poor houfe at Som- 
mertown, and lay by the fire. The womanof the houfe had a fenfe 


-of God upon her. The report of our travel had reached thither, and 


drawn fome that: lived beyond Sommertown to that houfe, in’ ex- 
pectation to have feen and heard us; but they miffed us. Next day, . 
the twenty-firft of the ninth month, having travelled hard through 


the woods, and over many boes and fwamps, we reached: Bonner’s ~ 


4 Py, Creek > 
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Creek; there we lay that night by the fire-fide, the woman lending 1672. 
us a mat to He on: . : baal ateeed 
This was the firft houfe we came to in Carolina: here we left our Carolina. 
horfes, over-wearied with travel. From hence we went down the 
creck in a canoe to Macocomocock River, and came to Hugh Smith’s, Macocomo- 
where people of other profeflions came to fee us (no friends inha- cock River. 
biting that part of the country) and many of them received us 
gladly... Amongft others, came Nathaniel Batts, who had been go- 
vernor of Ronoack. He went by the name of captain Batts, and 
had been.a rude, defperate man. He afked me about a woman in 
Cumberland, who, he faid, he was told, had been healed by our 
prayers and laying on of hands, after fhe had been long fick, and 
given over by the phyficians: he defired to know the certainty of 
it. I told him, we did not glory in fuch things, but many fuch 
things had been done by the power of Chrift. . 
Not far from hence we had a meeting among the ‘people, and 
they were taken with the truth; bleffed be the Lord! Then paffing 
down the river Maratick in a canoe, we went down the bay Connie- Maratick 
oak, to a captain’s, who was loving to us, and lent us his boat Bia 
(for we were much wetted in the canoe, the water flafhing in upon Bay. 
us). With this boat we went to the governor’s; but the water in 
fome places was fo fhallow, that the boat, being loaden, could not 
fwim ; fo that we put off our fhoes and ftockings, and waded through 
the water a pretty way. The governor, with his wife, received us 
Jovingly; but a doctor there would needs difpute with us. And 
truly his oppofing us was of. good fervice, giving occafion for the 
opening of many things to the people concerning the Light and Spirit 
,of God, which he denied to be in every one; and affirmed it was 
not in the Indians. Whereupon I called an Indian to us, and afked 
him, ‘ Whether or no, when he did lye, or do wrong to any one, 
_€ there was not fomething in him that did reprove him for it ?? He 
faid, « There was fuch a thing in him, that did fo reprove him ; 
« and he was afhamed when he had done wrong, or {poken wrong.’ 
So we fhamed the:doctor before the governor and people ; infomuch 
that the poor man ran out fo far, that at length he would not own 
_ the fcriptures. We tarried at the governor’s that night; and next 
morning he very courteoufly walked with us himfelf about two miles 
through the woods, toa place whither he had fent our boat about 
to meet us. Taking leave of him, we entered our boat, and went 
about thirty miles to Jofeph Scot’s, one of the reprefentatives of the 
country. ‘There we had a found, precious meeting; the people 
were tender, and much defired after meetings. Wherefore at an 
_houfe about four miles further, we had another meeting ; to which 
the governor's fecretary came, who was chief fecretary of the pro- 
vince, and had been formerly convinced. 
_ I went from this place among the Indians, and fpoke to them 
_by an interpreter, fhewing them, ‘ That God made all things in fix 
* days, and made but one woman for one man; and that God did 
‘ drown the old world becaufe of their wickednefs. Afterwards I 
_£ {poke to them concerning Chrift, fhewing them, that he died for 
- © all men, for their fins, as well as for others; and had cress me 
: * them 
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¢ them as well as others; and that if they did that which was evil 
‘ he would burn them; but if they did well they fhould not be 
‘ burned.” . There was among them their young king and others.of 
their chief men, who feemed to receive kindly what I faid to 
them. : * 

Having vifited the north part of Carolina, and made a little en-: 
trance for truth upon the ‘people there, we began to return again 
towards Virginia, having feveral meetings in our way, wherein we 
had good fervice for the Lord, the people being generally tender 
and open; bleffed be the Lord! We lay one night at the fecretary’s, 
to which we had much ado to get; for the water being fhallow, we 
could not bring our boat to fhore. But the fecretary’s wife, feeing 
our ftreight, came herfelf in a canoe (her hufband being from home) 
and brought us: to land. By next morning our boat was funk, and 
full of water; but we got her up, mended her, and went away in 
her that day about twenty-four miles, the water being rough, and 
the winds high: but the great power of God was feen, in carrying Us 
fafe in that rotten boat. In our return we had a very precious meet- 
ing at Hugh Smith’s; praifed be the Lord forever ! The people were 
very tender, and very good fervice we had amongft them. There 
was at this meeting an Indian captain, who was very loving; and 
acknowledged it to be truth that was {poken. There was alfo one 
of the Indian priefts, whom they called a Panwaw, who fat foberly 
among the people. The ninth of the tenth month we got back to 
Bonner’s Creek, where we had left our horfes; having fpent about 
eighteen days in the north of Carolina. 

Our horfes having refted, we fet forward for Virginia -again, tra- 


_velling through the woods and bogs as far as we could well reach 


that day, and at night lay by a fire in the woods. Next day we 
had a tedious journey through bogs and {wamps, and were exceed- 
ing wet and dirty all the day, but dried ourfelves at night by a fire. 
We got that night to Sommertown. When we came near the houfe, 
the woman of the houfe feeing us, {poke to her fon to keep up 


their dogs (for both in Virginia and Carolina they generally keep 


great dogs to guard their houfes, living lonely in the woods) but the 
fon faid, ¢ He need not, for their dogs did not ufe to meddle with 
‘ thefe people.’ Whereupon, when we were come into the houfe, 
fhe told us,:*¢ We were like the children of Ifrael, whom the dogs 
« did net move their tongues again{t.” Here we lay in our clothes 
by the fire, as we had done many a night before. Next day we had 
a meeting; for the people, having been informed of us, had a great 
defire to hear us; and a very good meeting we had among them, 
where we never had one before: praifed be the Lord for ever! After. 
the meeting we haitedaway. _When we had rid about twenty miles, 


calling at a houfe to enquire the way, the people defired us to tarry 


all night with them; which we did. Next.day we came among 
friends, after we had travelled about an hundred miles from Carolina 
into Virginia: in which time we obferved great variety of climates, 
having paffed in a few days from a very cold to a warm and {pring- 
like country, But the power of the Lord is the fame in all, is over 
all, and doth reach the good im all ; praifed be the Lord for ever! |. 

We 
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We fpent about three weeks in travelling through Virginia, moftly 1672. 

amongft friends, having large and precious mectings in feveral parts y 
of the country; as at the widow Wright’s, where many of the ma- 
giftrates, officers, and other high people came. A moft heavenly 
meeting we had; wherein the power of the Lord was fo great, that 
it {truck a dread upon the affembly, chained all down, and brought 
reverence upon the people’s minds. Among the officers was a 
major, kinfman to the prieft, who told me, ‘ The prieft threatened 
* to come and oppofe us.’. But the Lord’s power was too ftrong 
for him, and ftopped him, and we were quiet and peaceable. The 
people were wonderfully affected with the teftimony of truth ; bleffed 
be the Lord for ever! Another very good meeting we had at Cricka~ Cricka- 
trough, at which many confiderable people. were, who had never trough. 
_ heard a friend before; and they were greatly fatisfied, praifed be 
the Lord! We had alfo avery good and ferviceable meeting at John 
Porter’s, which confifted moftly of other people, in which the power 
of the Lord was glorioufly feen and felt, and it. brought the truth 
over all the bad walkers and talkers; bleffed be the Lord! Divers 
other meetings we had, and many opportunities of fervice for the 
Lord amongft the people where we came. ‘The laft week that we 
{taid we {pent fome time and pains among friends, {weeping away 
that which was to be fwept out, and working down a bad fpirit that 
was got up in fome: and bleffed for ever be the name of the Lord! 
he it is that gives victory over all. 
_ Having finifhed what fervice lay upon us at Virginia, the thirtieth 
of the tenth month we fet fail in an open floop for Maryland. But Maryland. 
having a great ftorm, and being much wetted, we were glad to get 
to fhore before night; and, walking to an houfe at Willoughby- wWillonghby- 
Point, we got lodging there that night. "The woman of the houfe Point. 
Was a widow, avery tender perfon. She had never received friends 
before ; but the received us very kindly, with tears inher eyes. We 
returned to our boat in the morning, and hoifted fail, getting for- 
ward as faft as we could; but towards evening a ftorm rifing, the 
wind being high, we had much ado to get to fhore; and our boat 
being open, the water flafhed often in, and fometimes over us, fo 
that we were fufficiently wetted. Being got to land, we made a fire 
in the woods, to warm and dry us; and there we lay all that night, 
the wolves howling about us. The firft of the eleventh month we 
failed again, but the wind being againft us, we made but little way ; 
and were fain to get to fhore at Point Comfort, where yet we found Point Com- 
but {mall comfort; for the weather was fo cold, that though we for. 
made a good fire in the woods to lie by, our water that we had got 
for ufe was frozen near the fire-fide. We made to fea next day; 
but the wind being {trong againft us, we advanced but little; and 
were glad to get to land again, and travel about to find fome houfe 
where we might buy provifions, for our ftore was fpent. That 
night alfo we lay in the woods; fo extreme cold was the weather, 
the wind blowing high, and the froft and fnow great, that it was 
. hard for fome to abide it. The third of the eleventh month, the 
wind fetting pretty fair, we fetched it up by failing and rowing, and 
got to Milford Haven, where we lay at Richard Long’s near Milford- 
ees sa f pagal : 5 Y ines st" 
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Quince’s Ifland. Next day we paffed by Raphahannock: River, 
where dwell much people ; and friends had a meeting there-away 
at a juftice’s, who had formerly been at a meeting where I was. We 
paffed over Potomack River alfo, the winds being high, the water- 
very rough, the weather extreme cold ; and having a meeting there- 
away, fome were convinced ; and when we parted thence, fome of 
our company went amongft them. We fteered our courfe for Pat- 
tuxen River. I fat at the helm moft part of the day, and fome of 
the night. About the firft hour in the morning we reached James 
Prefton’s on Pattuxen River, which is accounted about two hundred | 
miles from Nancemum in Virginia. We were very weary; yet the 
next day, being the firft of the week, we went to the meeting not 
far from thence. The fame week we went to an Indian king’s cab- 
bin, where feveral Indians were, with whom we had a pretty op- 
portunity to difcourfe, and they carried themfelves very lovingly. 
We went alfo that week to a general meeting; from thence about 
eighteen miles further to John Geary’s, where we had a very pre- 
cious meeting; praifed be the Lord God for ever! After this the 
cold grew fo exceeding fharp, fuch extreme froft and fhowy wea- 
ther beyond what was ufual in that country, that we could hardly 
endure to be in it. Neither was it eafy or fafe to ftir abroad: yet . 
‘we got with fome diificulty fix miles through the fhnow to John 
Mayor's, where we met with fome friends that were come from 
New England, whom we had left:there when we came away; and 
glad we were'to fee each other, after fuch long and tedious travels. 
By thefe friends we underftood William Edmundfon, having been 
at Rhode Ifland and New England, was gone from thence for Ire- 
land; that Solomon Eccles coming from Jamaica, and landing at 
Bofton in New England, was taken at a meeting there, and banifhed 
to Barbadoes ; that John Stubbs and another friend were gone into 
New Jerfey, and feveral other friends to Barbadoes, Jamaica, and ~ 
the Leeward Iflands. It was matter of joy to us to underftand the 
work of the Lord went on and profpered, and that friends were un- 
wearied and diligent in the fervice. ost 
The twenty-feventh of the eleventh month we had a very precious 
meeting in a tobacco-houfe. The next day we returned to James 
Prefton’s, about eighteen miles diftant. When we came there, we 
found his houfe was burnt down to the ground the night before, 
thro’ the careleffnefs of a maid-fervant ; fo we lay three nights on the 
ground by the fire, the weather being very cold. We made an ob- 
fervation, which was fomewhat ftrange, but certainly true; that one 
day in the midft of this cold weather, the wind turning into the 
fouth, it grew fo hot, that we could hardly bear the heat; and the 
next day and night, the wind chopping back into the north, we 
could hardly endure the cold. , fi, 
The fecond of the twelfth month we had a glorious meeting at 
Pattuxen; and after it went to John Geary’s again, where we waited 
for a boat to carry us to the monthly meeting at the Clifts ; to which 
we went, and a living meeting it was; praifed be the Lord! This 
was on the fixth of the twelfth month. Another meeting we had 
| . . on 
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. on the ninth, wherein the glory of the Lord fhined over all; bleffed | 1672. 
and magnified be his holy name for ever | 
_ The twelfth of the twelfth month we fet forward in our boat, 

and, travelling by night, we run our boat on ground in a creck near 
Manaco River. There we were fain to ftay till morning, that the ee 
tide came and lifted her off. In the mean time fitting in an open 
boat, and the weather being bitter cold, fome had like to have loft 

the ufe of their hands, they were fo frozen and benumbed. Ih the 
morning, when the tide fet our boat a-float, we got to land, and 
made a good fire, at which we warmed ourfelves wel!, and then took 
boat and paffed about ten miles farther to a friend’s houfe, where 

next day we had a very precious meeting, at which fome of the 

chief of the place were. 1 went after the meeting to a friend’s about 

four miles off, at the head of Andmefly River, where the day fol- Anamefly 
lowing the judge of the country and a juftice with him came to me, “Y* 
and were very loving, and much fatisfied with friends order. The | 

next day we had a large meeting at the juftice’s in his barn, for 

‘his houfe could not hold the company. There were feveral of the 

great folks of that country, and among the reft an oppofer; but 

all was preferved quiet and well. A precious meeting it was; the 

people were much affected with the truth; blefled be the Lord! 

We went next day to fee captain Colburn, a juftice of peace, and 

there we had fome fervice. ‘Then returning again, we had a very 
glorious meeting at the juftice’s where we met before, to which came 

many people of account in the world, miagiftrates, officers, and 
others. It was a large meeting, and the power of the Lord was 

much felt, fo that the people were generally well fatisfied and taken 
with the truth; and there being feveral merchants and mafters of 

fhips from New England, the truth was {pread abroad; bleffed be 

the Lord! 

A day or two after we travelled about fixteen miles through th 

woods and bogs heading Anamefly River and Amoroca River, part Amoroca 
of which we went over in a canoe, and came to Manaoke, to pts : 
friendly woman’s houfe, where on the twenty-fourth of the twelfth ““"°°"* 
month we had a large meeting in a barn. The Lord’s living pre- 
* fence was with us and among the people; bleffed be his holy name 

for evermore! Friends never had a meeting in thofe parts before. 
After this, we paffed over the river Wicocomaco, and through many Wicocomace 
bad watry fwamps and marfhy way, and came to James Jones’s, a River. 
friend and a juftice of the peace, where we had a large and very 
glorious meeting; praifed be the Lord God! Then pafling over the > 
water in a boat, we took horfe, and travelled about twenty-four 

miles through woods and troublefome fwamps, and came to another 
jultice’s houfe, where we had a very large meeting, much people and 

many of confiderable account being prefent ; and the living prefence 

of the Lord was amongft us ;. praifed for ever be his holy name!. 

This was the third of the firft month 1672-3. . The fifth of the 

fame we had another living and heavenly meeting, at which divers 
juttices with their wives and many others were; among{t whom we 

had very good fervice for the Lord; blefied be his holy name! At 

this meeting was a woman that lived at Anamefly, who had been 
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many years in trouble of mind, and fometimes would fit moping 
near two: months together, and hardly fpeak or mind any thing. 
When I heard of her, I was moved of the Lord to go to her, and 
tell her, « That falvation was come to her houfe.’ After I had 
« fpoken the word of life to her, and intreated the Lord for her, 
fhe mended, went up and down with us to mectings, and is fince 
well; bleffed be the Lord! 
We left Anamefly the feventh of the firft month ; and paffing by 
water about fifty miles, came to a friendly woman’s houfe at Hunger 
River. We had very rough weather in our paffage to this place, 
and were in great danger, for the boat had like to have been turned 
over. But through the good providence of God we got fafe thi- 
ther ; praifed be his name! At this place we had a meeting. Amongft 
the people were two Papifts, a man and a woman; the man was 
very tender, and the woman confeffed to the truth. I had no friend 
with me but Robert Widders, the reft having difperfed themfelves 
into feveral parts of the country in the fervice of truth. 
So foon as the wind would permit, we pafled from hence about 
forty miles by water, rowing moft part of the way, and came to 
the head of Little Choptanck River, to Dr. Winfmore’s, a fuftice of 
peace, lately convinced. Here we met with fome friends, with whom 
we ftaid a while, and then went on by land and water, and had a 
large meeting abroad, for the houfe we were at could not receive 
the people. Divers of the magiftrates and their wives were’ pre- 
fent ; and a good meeting it was; blefied be the Lord, who is making 
his name known in. that wildernefs country! We went from thence 


to William Stephen’s, where we met with thofe friends that had 


been travelling in other parts ; and were much refrefhed in the Lord 
together, when we imparted to each other the good fuccefs we had 
in the Lord’s work, and the profperity and f{preading of truth in the 
places where we travelled. John Cartwright and another friend 
had been at Virginia, where were great defires in people after the 
truth; and being now returned, they ftaid a little with us here, and 
then fet forward for Barbadoes. Before we left this place, we had 
a very glorious meeting, at which were many people; amongft 
others, the judge of that country, three juftices of the peace, and 
the high-theriff, with their wives. Of the Indians, was one called 
their emperor, an Indian king, and their {peaker, who fat very at- 
tentive, and carried themfelves very lovingly. An eftablithing, fet- 
tling meeting it was. .This was the twenty-third of the firft 

month. . ; 
The twenty-fourth we went by water ten miles to the Indian town 
where this emperor dwelt; whom I had acquainted before with ny 
coming, and defired to get their kings and councils together. In the 
morning the emperor came himfelf, and had me to the town ; where 
they were generaliy come together, their fpeaker and other officers 
sbeing with them, and the old emprefs fat among them. They fat 
very grave and fober, and were all very attentive, beyond many 
called Chriftians. I had fome with me that could interpret to them. 
We had a very good meeting with them, and of confiderable fervice 
Z Paves LL 
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it was; for it gave them a good efteem of truth and friends; blefled "673. 
be the Lord ! 

After this we had meetings in feveral parts of that country; one 
at William Stephens’s, which was a general meeting once a month; 
another at ‘Tredhaven Creek, another at Wye, another at Reconow 
Creek, and another at Thomas Taylor’s in the Ifland of Kent. Moft 
of thefe were large, there being many people at them, and divers of 
the moft confiderable’ in the world’s account. The Lord’s power 
and living prefence was with us, and plenteoufly manifefted amongft 
the people, by which their hearts were tendered, and opened to re- 
ceive the truth, which had a good favour amongft them ; bleffed be 
the Lord God over all for ever! Being clear of that fide, we paffed 
over the bay about fourteen miles to a friend’s houfe, where we met 
with feveral friends. I fent for Thomas Thurfton thither, and had 
a meeting with him, to bring the truth over his bad adtions. 

_ Having travelled through moft parts of that country, and. vifited 
moit of the plantations, having alarmed people of all forts where 
we came, and proclaimed the day of God’s falvation amongft them, 
we found our fpirits began to be clear of thofe parts of the world, 
and to draw towards Old England again. Yet we were defirous and 
felt freedom from the Lord to ftay till the general meeting for the 
province of Maryland was over (which drew nigh) that we might 
fee friends generally together before we departed. Wherefore fpend- 
ing our time in the interim in vifiting friends and friendly people, 
in attending meetings about the Clifts and Pattuxen, in writing an- Clift. 
{wers to fome cavilling objections which adverfaries had raifed and Pattexen- 
f{pread abroad to hinder people from receiving the truth; we were 

not idle, but laboured in the work of the Lord until that general hooey a9 
_ provincial meeting, which began the feventeenth of the third month, ita eed 
and lafted four days. The firft of thefe days the men and women 
had their meetings for bufinefs, wherein the affairs of the church 
were taken care of, and many things relating thereto were opened 
to their edification and comfort. ‘The other three days were {pent 
in publick meetings for the worfhip of God, at which divers of 
confiderable account in the government, and many others were pre- 
fent ; who were generally fatisfied, and many of them reached; for 
it was a wonderful glorious meeting, and the mighty prefence of the 
- Lord was feenand felt over all; bleffed and praifed be his holy name 
for ever, who over all giveth dominion ! 

After this meeting we took our leave of friends, parting in great 
tendernefs, in the fenfe of the heavenly life and virtuous power of 
the Lord that was livingly felt amongft us, and went by water to 
the place where we were to take fhipping; many friends accompa- 
nying us thither and tarrying with us that night. Next day, the 
twenty-firft of the third month, 1673, we fet fail for England: the 
fame day Richard Covell came on board our fhip, his own being 
taken from him by the Dutch. We had foul weather and con~ 
trary winds, which caufed us to caft anchor often, fo that we were 
till the thirty-firft of the third month ere we pafied the capes of 
Virginia into the main fea. But after this we made good fpeed, and 
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the harbour for Briftol: We had im our paffage very high winds: 


and tempeftuous weather, which made the fea exceeding rough, 


the waves rifing like mountains, fo that the mafters and failors'won- _. 
dered, and faid, « They never faw the like before.’ But though ~ 
the wind was ftrong, it fat for the moft part with us, fo that we 

failed before it ; and the great God who commands the winds, who © 
is lord of heaven, earth, and the feas, and whofe wonders are feen 
in the deep, fteered our courfe, and preferved us from many immi- 
nent dangers. - The fame good hand of Providence’ that went ‘with 
us, and carried us fafely over, watched over us in our return, and ~ 
brought us fafely back again. Thankfgivings and praifes be ‘to his © 
holy name for ever! Many fweet and precious meetings we had’on - 
board the fhip during this voyage (commonly two a week) wherein 

the bleffed prefence of the Lord did greatly refrefh us, and often 

break in upon and tender the company. When we came into Briftol 

harbour, there’ lay a man of war, and the prefs-mafter came’ on 
board to imprefs our men. We had a meeting at that time in the” 
fhip with the feamen,-before we went to fhore ;. and the prefs-mafter 
fat down with us, ftaid the meeting, and was well fatishied with it. 
After the: meeting I fpoke to him to leave two of the men *he had 


impreffedsin our fhip (for he had impreffed four) one of which was ~ | 


a lame man; he faid, « At my requeft he would.’ eS 

We. went on fhore that afternoon, and got to Shearhampton. 
We procured horfes, and rode to Briftol that night, where friends 
received us with great joy. In the evening I wrote a letter to my 
wife, to give her notice of my landing. 


‘ Dear heart, . 
: HIS day we came into Briftol near night, from the fea; glory 
to the Lord God over all for ever, who was our convoy, 
and fteered our courfe! who is the God of the whole earth, of 
the feas and winds, and made the clouds his chariots, beyond all 
words, bleffed be his name for ever! He is over all in his great 
power and wifdom,; Amen. Robert Widders and James Lancafter — 
are with me, and we are well. Glory.to the Lord for ever, who 
hath carried us through many perils, perils by water, ‘and in 
ftorms, perils by pirates and robbers, perils in the wildernefs and 
amoneft falfe profeflors ; praifes to him whofe glory is over all for — 
ever, Amen! Therefore mind the frefh life, and all live to God in 
it. intend (if the Lord will) to ftaya while this way. It may 
be till the fair. So no more, but my love toallfriends. = = 


aint . fT. Bhat 
‘ Briftol, the 28th of the @ 
‘ 4th month, 1673." 
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. Between this and the fair my wife came out of the north te 
Briftol, and her fon-in-law Thomas Lower with two of her daugh- - 
ters: with her. Her other fon-in-law John Roufe, W. Penn and 
his wife, and Gerard Roberts came from London, and many friends 
from feveral parts of the nation to the fair, and glorious powerful » 
3 meetings 
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méetings we had.there; for the Lord’s infinite power and life was. 167": 
over all, -In the frefh openings whereof I was moved to declare of print. 
‘Three Eftates and Three Teachers, viz. « God was the firft teacher 
‘ of man and woman in paradife; and as long as they kept to and 
* under his teaching, they kept in the image of God, in his likenefs,, 
‘ in righteoufnets and holinefs, and in dominion over all that God 
‘ had made; in the bleffed ftate, in the paradife of God. But 
‘ when they hearkened to the ferpent’s falfe teaching (who was out 
“* of truth) difobeyed God, and obeyed the ferpent, in feeding upon 
‘ that which God forbad; they loft the image of God, the righte- 
* oufnefs and holinefs, came under the power of Satan, and were 
* turned out of paradife, out of the bleffed into the curfed ftate. Then 
« the promife of God was, “* That the Seed of the woman fhould 
«* bruife the ferpent’s head,” break his power that man and woman 
* were under, and deftroy his works. So here were Three States 
« and Three Teachers. God was the Firft Teacher in paradife; 
«and whilft man kept under his teaching, he was happy. The 
* ferpent was the fecond teacher ; and when man followed his teach- 
* ing, he fell into mifery, into the fall from the image of God, 
‘ righteoufnefs, and holinefs, and from the power that he had over 
« all that God had made; and came under the ferpent whom he _ 
« had power over before. Chrift Jefus was the Third Teacher ; of 
* whom God faith, «* This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
«« pleafed, hear ye him :” and who himéfelf faith, <‘ Learn of me.” 
‘ This is the true gofpel-teacher, who bruifes the head of the fer- 
« pent the falfe teacher, and the head of all falfe teachers and falfe 
‘ teligions, falfe ways, falfe worfhips, and falfe churches. Chrift, 
* who faid, <* Learn of me,” and of whom the Father faid, <* Hear. 
«* ye him,” faid, ‘* I am the way to God, I am the truth, I am 
“« the life, and the true light.” So.as man and woman come to 
God, and are renewed up into his image, righteoufnefs, and holi- 
nefs by Chrift, thereby they come into the paradife of Ged, the 
ftate which man was in before he fell; and into an higher ftate. 
than that, to fit down in Chrift who never fell. Therefore the 
Son of God is to be heard in all things, who is the Saviour and 
the Redeemer ; who hath laid down his life, and bought his fheep 
with his precious blood. We can challenge all the world. Who 
hath any thing to fay againft our way? our Saviour? our Re- 
deemer ? our Prophet, whom God hath raifed up that we may 
hear, and whom we mutt hear in all things? Who hath any 
thing againft our Shepherd, Chrift Jefus, who leads and feeds us, 
and we know his heavenly voice? Who hath any thing againft our 
Bifhop, in whofe mouth was never guile found, who doth overfee 
us in his pafture of life, that we do not go aftray out of his fold? 
Who hath any thing againft our Prieft, Chrift Jefus, made higher 
than the heavens, who gives us freely, and commands us to give 
freely ? Who hath any thing to fay againft our Leader and Coun- 
fellor, Chrift Jefus, who never finned, but is holy, harmlefs, and 
{eparate from finners? God hath commanded us to hear him, and 
he faith, «© Learn’ of me;” and if we fhould difobey God’s and 
Chrift’s command,. we fhould be like our father Adam and ates 
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« Eve, who difobeyed God’s command, and hearkened to the fer- 
‘ pent’s teaching. Man commands, and would force us to hear the 
‘ hirelings, who plead for fin and the body of death to the grave; 
‘ which doétrine favours of the devil’s teaching, not of Chrift’s ; 
« but we refolve to hear the Son, as both the Father and he com- 
¢ mand; and in hearing the Son, we hear the Father alfo, as the 
‘ {cripture teftifies. For the author to the Hebrews fays, “« God, 
«< who at fundry times and in divers manners {pake in time paft unto 
<< the fathers by the prophets, hath in thefe laftdays {poken unto us 
<* by his Son:” Mark that, God hath fpoken unto us (his apoftles, 
« difciples, and church) by his Son. And whereas fome have ob- 
« jeGted, ‘* That although Chrift did {peak both to his difciples and 
«to the Jews in the days of his flefh, yet fince his refurrection and 
«* afcenfion he doth not fpeak now” ; the anfwer is, as God did | 
‘ then fpeak by his Son in the days of his fleth, fo the Son, Chrift 
© Jefus, doth now fpeak by his Spirit. Wherefore John faith in the 
« Revelations, ‘ He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
“¢ faith to the churches,” Rev. ii. And Chrift is faid to “* fpeak 
<< from heaven,” Heb. xii. 25.  ‘* See that ye refufe not him that 
“¢ fpeaketh; for if they efcaped not who refufed him that fpake on 
“ earth, much more {hall not we efcape if we tarn away from him 
«« that fpeaketh from heaven.” They that refifted Mofes’s law (who 
« fpake on earth) died for it without mercy, which was a natural 
‘ death ; but they that refufe him that {peaks from heaven, negleét 
« and flight their own falvation, and fo die a fpiritual death, through 
« unbelief and hardnefs of heart. ‘Therefore was the exhortation 
« given of old, “* To-day, if ye will hear his voice, harden not your 
‘«< hearts, -as in the provocation,” &c. Hebriitt"ig. "Se: They, 
‘ who negleét or refufe to hear the voice of Chrift now {peaking 
« from heaven in this his gofpel-day, harden their hearts. ‘There- 
© fore let all mark well thefe three ftates and teachers: the God of 
‘ truth was the firft teacher, while man was in paradife and in inno- 
- cence. The ferpent was the fecond teacher, the falfe teacher, 
« who by his falfe teaching came to be the god of the world which 
‘ lies in wickednefs. Chrift Jefus, that bruifes the ferpent’s head, is 
‘ the third teacher, who faith, “‘ Learn of me;” of whom God 
‘ faith, “ This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleafed, 
«« hear ye Kim ;” and of whom the teftimony of the faints of old 
‘ was, “* That God hath in thefe laft days {poken unto us by his 
** Son.” Thus they, that come to be renewed up again into the 
‘ divine heavenly image in which man was at firft made, will know 
‘ the fame God, that was the firft teacher of Adam and Eve in 
‘ paradife, to {peak to them now by his Son, who changes not; 
« glory be to his name for ever!’ . | 
Many deep and precious things were opened in thofe meetings, by 
the eternal Spirit which fearcheth and revealeth the deep things of 
God. After I had finifhed my fervice for the Lord in that city, I 
departed into Gloucefterfhire, where we had many large and precious 
meetings; and the Lord’s everlafting power flowed over all. From 
Gloucefterfhire I paffed into Wiltfhire, where alfo we ha 
blefled meetings. At Slattenford in Wiltfhire we had a very good 
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meeting, though we met with much oppofition from fome, who had ~ 673. 
fet themfelves againft women’s meetings ; which I was moved of the gre “ford, 
Lord to recommend to friends, for the benefit of the church of The fervice 
Chrift...‘ That faithful women, called to the belief of the truth, of women’s 
made partakers. of the fame precious faith, and heirs of the fame oe 
everlafting gofpel of life and falvation as the men are, might in 

like manner come into the poffeffion and practice of the gofpel- 

order, and therein be meet helps unto the men in the reftoration, 

in the fervice of truth, in the affairs of the church, as they are 
outwardly in civil or temporal things. That fo all the family of 

God, women as well as men, might know, poflefs, perform, and 
difcharge their offices and fervices in the houfe of God, whereby 

the poor might be the better taken care of ; the younger fort in- 
ftructed, informed, and taught in the way of God; the loofe and 
diforderly reproved and admonifhed in the fear of the Lord; the 
clearnefs of perfons propofing marriage, more clofely and ftrictly 
inquired into in the wifdom of God; and all the members of the 

{piritual body the church might watch over and be helpful to each 
other in love.’ After thefe oppofers had run into much contention 

and wrangling, the power of the Lord ftruck down one of the chief 
of them, fo that his fpirit funk, and he came to be fenfible of the 
evil he had done, in oppofing God’s heavenly power, confeffed his 
error before friends, and afterwards gave forth a paper of condemna- 
tion, wherein he declared, ‘ That he did wilfully oppofé (although 

‘ I often warned him to take heed) until the fire of the Lord did 

‘ burn within him, and he faw the angel of the Lord with his fword 

* drawn in his hand, ready to cut him off,’ &c. 

_ Notwithftanding the oppofition was made at the meeting, yet a 

very good and ferviceable meeting it was; for occafion was thereby 
adminiftered to anfwer their objections and cavils, and to open the 
fervices of women in and for the church. At this meeting the wo- 

men’s meetings for that county were eftablifhed in the blefled power 
of God. 
After this I went to Marlborough, and had a meeting there, to Marlborough} 

which fome of the magiftrates came, and were civil and moderate. 

Then pafling to Bartholomew Maylin’s, I had a very precious meet- 
ing there. From thence wenta little beyond Ore, where we had aOre- 
bleffed meeting, and very large, as we had alfo foon after upon the 
_border of Hampfhire. Then turning into Oxfordfhire, we vifited Hamphhire. 
friends there; then went to Reading, where we had a large meet~- Dxfcrdihire. 
ing. From thence paffing into Buckinghamfhire, we had many pre- Buckinghain: 
cious meetings in that county. After which we vifited friends till hire. 

we came to Kingfton upon Thames, where my wife and her daugh- Kingfton up- _ 
‘ter Rachel met me. on Thames. 

I made no long ftay at Kingfton, but went to London, where Ibondon. 

found the Baptifts and Socinians, with fome.old apoftates, grown 

very rude, having printed many books againft us: fo I had a great 

travail in the Lord’s power, before I could get clear of that city. 

But blefied be the Lord, his power-came over them, and all their 

lying, wicked, fcandalous books were anfwered. I made a {hort 
journey into fome parts of Effex and Middlefex, yifiting friends at Bifex. 

z aA their iddlefex. 
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their meetings, and their children at the {chools, and returned foon 
to London, »-After’fome. fervice there among friends, IP went to 
Kingfton, and from thence to Stephen Smith’s, in Surrey; where 
was avery large meeting, many hundreds of people attending it. I 
ftaid.in thofe parts till I had cleared myfelf of the fervice the Lord 


- had given me to do there, and then returned by Kingfton to London, 
whither I felt my fpirit drawn; having heard, that many friends 


were taken before the magiftrates, and divers imprifoned, both in 
London and in other parts of the nation, for opening their fhop- 
windows upon holy-days and faft-days (as they were called) and for 
bearing teftimony againft all fuch obfervation of days. Which friends 


could not but do; knowing that the true Chriftians did not obferve 


the. Jews holy-days in the apoftles times, neither could we obferve 


_the Heathens and Papifts holy-days ({o called), which have been fet 
_up amongft thofe called Chriftians fince the apoftles days. For we 
-wére redeemed out of days by Chrift Jefus, and brought into the day 
which hath fprung from on high, and are come into him, who is 
Lord of the Jewith fabbath, and the fubftance of the Jews figns. 


After I had ftaid fome time in London, labouring for fome relief 


‘and eafe to friends in this cafe, I went with my wife, and ‘her 


daughter Rachael, to Hendon, in Middlefex, and from thence to 


William Penn’s at -Rickmanfworth, in Hertfordfhire, whither 


Thomas Lower, who married another of my wife’s daughters, came 
the next day to accompany us in our journey northward. After 
we had vifited friends thereabouts, we paffed to a friend’s houfe near 
Aylefbury.; and from thence to Bray. Doily’s at Adderbury, in Ox- 
fordfhire, where, on. firft-day,' we had a large and precious meet- 
ing. Truth being well fpread, and friends in thofe parts much in- 
creafed in number, two or three new meetings were then fet up 
thereabouts. , 

At night, as I was fitting at fupper, I felt I was taken; yet I 
{aid nothing to any body of it then. But, getting out next morning, 
we travelled into Worcefterfhire, and went to John Halford’s at 
Arm{cot, in Tredington parifh ; where we had a very largé and 
precious meeting in his barn, the Lord’s powerful prefence being 
eminently with and amongft us. After the meeting, friends being 
moft of them gone, as I was fitting in the parlour, difcourfing with. 
fome friends, Henry Parker, a juftice, came to the houfe, and with 
him Rowland Hains, a prieft of Hunniton, in Warwickthire. 
This juftice came to know of the meeting by means of a woman- 
friend, who, being nurfe to a child of his, afked leave of her 
miftrefs to go to the meeting to fee me; and fhe {peaking of it to 
her hufband, he and the prieft. plotted together to break up the 
meeting, and apprehend me. But by means of their fitting long at _ 
dinner, it being the day on which his child was fprinkled, they _ 
came not till the meeting was over, and friends moftly gone. But 
though there was no meeting when they came, yet I being inthe’ 
houfe, who was the perfon they aimed at, Henry Parker took me,” 


_and Thomas Lower for company with me, and though he had no-- 


thing to lay to our charge, fent us both to Worcefter gaol, bya 
Arange fort of mittimus ; a copy of which here followeth: = 
: 3 ~ To: 
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‘ To the conftables: of Tredington, in the faid county of Worcefter, = 


© and to all conftables and tithing-men_ of the feveral townthips 
¢ and villages within the faid parifh of Tredington, and to the 
» “okeeper of the gaol for the county of Worcefter. © 


Be Ganhet sir being made to me, being one of his majefty’s 
of «S* juftices of the peace for the faid county of Worcefter, that 
af within the faid parith of Tredington, in the faid county, there 
© has of late been feveral meetings of divers perfons, ‘to the number 
of four hundred perfons and upwards at a time, upon pretence of 
-*-exercife of religion, otherwife than what is eftablifhed by the 
“< Jaws of England. And many of the faid perfons, fome of them 
-* were teachers, and came from the north, and others from the re- 
~*€ mote parts of the kingdom, which tends to the prejudice. of the 
“ reformed and eftablifhed religion, and may prove prejudicial to the. 
* publick peace. And it appearing to me, that there was this pre- 
* fent day fuch a meeting as aforefaid, to the number of two hun- 
* dred or thereabouts, at Armfcot, in the faid Parith of Tredington ; 
«and that George Fox, of London, and Thomas Lower, of the 
« parifh of Creed, in the county of Cornwall, were prefent at the 
* faid meeting ; and the faid George Fox was teacher or fpeaker of 
* the faid meeting ; and no fatisfactory account of their fettlement 
‘ or place of habitation appearing to me; and forafmuch as the faid 
« George Fox and Thomas Lower refufed to give fureties to appear 
* at the next feffions of the peace to be holden for the faid county, 
* to anfwer the breach of the common laws of England, and what 
* other matters fhould be objected againft them : Thefe are there- 
‘ fore, in his majefty’s name, to will and require you or either of 
* you forthwith to convey the bodies of the faid George Fox and 
* Thomas Lower to the cotinty gaol of Worcefter aforefaid, and 
* there fafely to be kept until they fhall be from thence delivered by 
« due courfe of law: for which this fhall be your fufficient warrant 
« in that behalf. Dated the 17th day of December, in the 25th 
« year of his majefty’s reign over England, &c. 


~ 


‘ Henry Parker.’ | 


_ Being thus made prifoners, without any probable appearance of 
being releafed before the quarter-feffions at fooneft, we got fome 
friends to accompany my wife and her daughter into the north, and 
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we were conveyed to Worcefter gaol. From whence, by that time Worcefter 
I thought my wife could be got home, I wrote her the following gaol. 


letters.’ 


© Dear. heatt, ) 
° aps OU feemedft to be a little grieved when I was {peaking of 


prifons, and when I was taken. Be content with the will of - 


_ ¢ the Lord God. For when I was at John Rous’s at Kingfton, I 
_. © had a fight of my being taken prifoner ; and when I was at Bray 
fordthire, as I fat at fupper, Ifaw I was pai 

va a ‘ an 


‘ Doily’s, in Ox 
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© and I faw I had a fuffering to undergo. But the Lord’s power 


¢ is over all; bleffed be his holy name for ever ! . ‘Keane 
j | € Gack.’ . 


~ ‘When we had been fome time in the gaol, we thought fit to. lay 


~ our cafe before the lord Windfor, lord-lieutenant of Worcefterthire, 
“and before the deputy-lieutenants, and other magiftrates ; which we 


did by the following letter : 


G T# ESE are to inform you, the lord-lieutenant (fo called) the 
‘ deputy-lieutenants, and the juftices of the county of Wor- 
« cefterfhire, how unchriftianly and inhumanly we have been dealt 
‘ withal by Henry Parker, a juftice (fo called) in our journey to- 
« wards the north. We coming to our friend John Halford’s, the 
* 17th of the 10th month, 1673, fome friends bringing us on the 
* way, and others coming to vifit us there; towards night came the 


' © aforefaid juftice, and a prieft called Rowland Hains, of Hunniton, 


« in Warwickfhire, and demanded our names and places of abode. 
¢ And though we were not in any meeting, but were difcourfing to- 
« gether when they came in, he made a mittimus to fend us to Wor- 
“« cefter gaol. Now whereas he fays in his mittimus, “‘ That com- 
«¢ plaint had been made to him of feveral by-paft meetings of many 
«« hundreds at atime ;” we know nothing of that, nor do we think 
« that concerns us. And whereas he fays further, ‘‘ That no fatis- 
«* factory account of our fettlement or place of habitation appeared 
« unto him.” This he contradicts in his own mittimus, mentioning 
* therein the places of our abode and habitation; the account of 
* which we fatisfactorily and fully gave him. And one of us 
¢ (Thomas Lower) told him, that he was going down with his 
* mother-in-law (who is George Fox’s wife) and with his fifter, to 


“* fetch up his own wife and child out of the north into his own 


* country. And the other of us (George Fox) told him, that he 
‘ was bringing forward his wife on her journey towards the north 
* (who had been at London to vifit one of her daughters, who had 
‘ lately laid in). And having received a meflage from his mother, 
‘an ancient woman in Leicefterfhire, that fhe earneftly defired to 
* fee him before fhe died, he intended, as foon as he had brought 
his wife on her journey as far as Caufal, in Warwickfhire, to turn 
* into Leicefterfhire, to vifit his mother and relations there, and 
‘ then to have returned to London. But by his interrupting us in 
‘ our journey, taking the hufband from his wife, the fon from his 
‘ mother and fifter, and ftopping him from Vifiting his wife and 
‘ child fo remote, we were forced to get ftrangers, or whom we 
‘could, to help them on their journey, to our great damage and — 
‘ their hindrance. We afked the prieft, <‘ whether this was his got- 
** pel, and their way of entertaining ftrangers?” And we defired 


“€ the juftice to confider, whether this was doing ‘‘ as he would be. 


‘* done by?” But he faid, «* He had faid it, and he would do it.”. 
* And whereas he fays, ‘‘ We refufed to give fureties.” He afked. 
“ only George Fox for fureties ; who replied, ‘* He was an innocent. 


«man, and knew no law he had broken ;” but he did not afk. 


© Thomas - 
4 
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© Thomas Lower for any, as if it had been crime and caufe enough 1673. 


‘ for his commitment that he came out of Cornwall. 


7 if WE WEIC Worcefter’ 


at a meeting, as he fays in his mittimus, he might have proceeded gaol. 
otherwife, than by fending us to gaol, to anfwer the breach of the 
common laws; though he fhewed us no breach of any, as may be 
feen in the mittimus. We thought fit to lay before you the fub- 
-ftance of his proceedings againft us, hoping there will more mo- 
deration and juftice appear in you towards us, that we may profe- 
cute our intended journey. 


a a * Lal a“ Lal 


« George Fox. 
* Thomas Lower.” 


_ But noenlargement did we receive by our application to the lord 
Windfor (fo called). And although Thomas Lower received feveral 
letters from his brother Dr. Lower, who was one of the king’s phy- 
ficians, concerning his liberty, and one, byhis procurement, from Henry 
Savil, who was of the king’s bed-chamber, to his brother called the 
lord Windfor to the fame effeét ; yet feeing it related only to his en- 
largement, not mine, fo great was his love and regard to me, that he 
would not feek his own liberty fingly, but kept the letter by him’ 
-unfent; fo we were continued prifoners till the next general quarter preaca's 
feffions of the peace. At which time divers friends from feveral rere: 
places being in town, did fpeak to the juftices concerning us; who fins. 
fpoke fair, and faid we fhould be difcharged. For many of the 
juftices feemed to diflike the feverity of Parker’s proceedings againft 
us, and declared an averfenefs to enfnare us by the tender of the 
oaths. Some friends alfo had fpoken with lord Windfor, who like- 
wife fpoke them fair; fo that it was the general difcourfe we fhould 
be difcharged. We heard alfo, that Dr. Lower had procured a 
letter from colonel Sands at London, to fome of the juftices in our 
favour. Some of the juftices alfo {poke to fome friends, to aquaint 
us, that they would have us {peak but little in the court, leit we 
fhould provoke any of the bench, and they would warrant we fhould 
be difcharged. 
We were not called till the laft day of the feffions, which was-the 
twenty-firft of the eleventh month, 1673. When we came in, they 
_ were {truck with palenefs in their faces, and it was fome time before 
any thing was fpoken; infomuch that a butcher in the hall faid, 
¢ What! are they afraid? Dare not the juftices fpeak to them? 
_ At length, before they fpoke to us, juftice Parker made a long 
fpeech on the bench, much to the fame effect as was contained in the 
mittimus, often mentioning the common laws, but not inftancing any 
we had broken.. Adding, ‘ That he thought it a milder courfe to fend 
“us two to gaol, than to put his neighbours to the lofs of two . 
* hundred pounds, which they muft have fuffered if he had put the 
* law in execution againft conventicles.’ But in this he was either 
very ignorant, or very deceitful; for there being no meeting when he » 
‘came, nor any to inform, he had no evidence to convict us, or his 
neighbours by, oe . 
When Parker had ended his fpeech, the juftices began with 
Thomas Lower, whom they examined of the caufe of his coming 
. 6B intg 
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1673:. into that country; of which he gave them a full and plain account, 


Worcetter 
general 
quarter-fef- 
fions: 


Sometimes I put in a word while they were examining him,’ and. 


- 
3 


then they told me, ‘ They were upon his examination, when, ity, 
‘ came‘to my turn, I fhould have free liberty to. fpeak, for, they, 


© would not hinder me; but I fhould have full time, and they would: 


¢ not enfnare us.’ When they had done with him, they afked mean 


account of my travel, which I gave them, as is mentioned before, but, 
more largely... And whereas juftice Parker, to aggravate the cafe, 


had made a great noife of ‘ there being fome from London, fome | 
‘ from the north, fome from Cornwall, and fome from Briftol,,at . 


« the houfe when I was taken.’ I told him, ¢ This wasin a manner 


‘ all but one family. For there was none from London, but. myfelf z 


‘ none from the north, but my wife and her daughter; none from © 


‘ Cornwall, but my fon-in-law Thomas Lower ; nor any from Briftol,’ 


‘ but one friend, a merchant there, who met us, as it were, provi, | 


‘ dentially, to affift my wife and her daughter in their journey homes 
* wards,. when by our imprifonment they were deprived of our. com-.. 


* pany and help.’ When I had fpoken, the chairman,. whofe-name ~ 


was Simpfon, an old Prefbyterian, faid, ‘ Your relation or account » 


* is very innocent.’ Then he and Parker whifpered a while together,: / . 


and after that the chairman ftood up, and faid: * You, Mr.) Fox;: » 
“ are a famous man, and all this may be true which you have faid; » 
‘ but that we may be the better fatisfied, will you take the oaths of 


« allegiance and fupremacy ? I told them, ‘ They had faid, ** They 
<«« would not,enfnare us ;” but this was a plain {nare: for they knew 


‘ we could not take any oath.’ However, they caufed the oath to | 
be read; and when they had done, I told them,.‘ I never took an - 


a 


oath in my life, but I had always been true to the government: 
Worcefter-fight ; and for going to meetings, was carried up out of 
Leicefterfhire, and brought before Oliver Cromwell, as a plotter 


{ciences, that we, the people called Quakers, cannot take an. oath, 
nor {wear in any cafe, becaufe Chrift hath forbidden it. But as to 


eo ee a ee a a a ee ee ay 


they cried, * Take him away, gaoler ;’ and I ftill {peaking on, they. 


the matter or fubftance contained in the oaths, this I can and do. 
fay, that I do own and acknowledge the king of England to be: : 
lawful heir and fucceffor to the realm of England, and do abhor . 
all plots and. plotters, and contrivances againit him; and I have. 
nothing in. my heart, but love and good-will to him and all men, . 
and defire his and their profperity; the Lord knows it, before. 
whom I ftand aninnocent man. And as to the.oath of fupremacy, ~ 
Ideny the pope, his power, and his religion, and abhor it with — 
my heart.’: While I was fpeaking, they cried, « Give him the; 
book.’ I faid, « The book faith, <* Swear not at all.” Then.- 


that I was caft into prifon at Derby, and kept a prifoner fix months » 
there, becaufe I would not take up arms againft king Charles at . 


to bringin king Charles. And ye know,’ faidI, ‘in your own con- » 


é 


were urgent upon the gaoler, crying, ‘ Take him away, we thall _ 
* have a meeting here. Why do you not take him away? That ' 
* fellow (meaning the gaoler) loves to hear him preach.’ Then the 


gaoler drew me away ; and as I was turning from them, I Aretched. _ 
out my-arm, and faid, « The Lord. forgive you, who caft me into 


* prifon 
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‘ prifon for obeying the dottrine of Chrift.” ‘Thus they apparently | 1673... 
broke their promife’ in the’face of the country ; for they promifed me oat 
fhould’ have free ‘liberty to fpeak, but now they would not give It general 
me ; ‘and they proniifed they would not enfnare us, yet now they aay aoe 
tendered me the oaths on purpofe to enfnare me. | er : 
‘After’ I was had away, Thomas Lower was ftayed behind in the’ worcetter 

court ; and they told him, ¢ He was at liberty.’ Then he would g0- 
have reafoned with them, afking’ them, « Why I might not be 

« fet at liberty as well as he, feeing we were both taken together, 

« and our cafe was-alike ? But they told him, * They would not’ 
‘ hear him’ faying, ‘ You may be gone about your bufinefs, for 
‘ we have nothing more to fay to you, feeing you are difcharged,’ 
This ‘was all-he could get from them. Wherefore after the court 
was rifen, he went to {peak with them at their chamber, defiring to 
know, ‘ What caufe they had to detain his father, feeing they had 

« difcharged him?’ and wifhing them to confider, whether this was 
not partiality, and would be a blemifh to them. Whereupon 
Simpfon threatened him, faying, ‘ If you be not content we will 
* tender you the oaths alfo, and fend you to your father.’ To which 
he replied, * They might do that, if they thought fit; but whether 
-€ they fent him or no, he intended to go and wait upon his father 

* in prifon ; for that was now his bufinefs in that country.’ Then 
faid juftice Parker to him, ‘ Do you think, Mr. Lower, that I had 

* not caufe to fend your father and you to prifon, when you had fuch 

a great meeting that the parfon of the parifh complained to me, 
that he hath loft the greateft part of his parifhioners ; fo that when 
he comes amongit them he has fcarce any auditors left ?? <¢ I have 
heard,’ replied Thomas Lower, ¢ that the prieft of that parifh 
comes {fo feldom to vifit his flock (but once, it may be, or twice in 
in a-year, to gather up his tithes) that it was but charity in my 
father to vifit fuch a forlorn and forfaken flock; therefore thou 
hadft ne caufe to fend my father to prifon for vifiting them, or for 
teaching, inftructing, and directing them to Chrift, their true 
teacher, who had {fo little comfort or benefit from their pretended 
< paftor, who comes amongft them only to feek for his ** gain from 
«his quarter.” Upon this the juftices fella laughing ; for it feems 
Dr. Crowder, the prieft they {poke of, was then fitting among them, 
- though Thomas Lower did not know him; and he.had the wit to 
hold his tongue, and not undertake to vindicate himfelf in a matter 
fo notorioufly known to be true: But when Thomas Lower was © 
come from them, the juftices did fo play upon Dr. Crowder, that he 
was pitifully afhamed, and fo nettled with it, that he threatened to 
fue Thomas Lower in the bifhop’s court, upon an attion of defama- 
tion. Which when Thomas Lower heard of,. he fent him word, he 
would anfwer his fuit, let him begin it when he would; and would 
bring his whole parifh in evidence againft him. This cooled the 
doctor. Yet fome time after he came to the prifon, pretending he 
had a mind to difpute with me, and to talk with Thomas Lower 
about that bufinefs ; and he brought another with him, he himfelf 
being then a prebendary at Worcetter. 
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When he came in, he afked me, ‘ What I was in prifon for °* 
‘ Doft not thou know that,’ faidI ? « Waft not thou upon the bench, 


« when juftice Simpfon and Parker tendered the oath tome? And | 


‘ hadft not thou an hand in it?’ Then he faid, ¢ It is lawful to. 
« fwear; and Chrift did not forbid {wearing before a magiftrate; but 
‘ {wearing by the fun and the like.’ I bid him prove that by the 
{criptures, but he could not. Then he brought that faying of 
Paul’s, ¢ All things are lawful unto me,’ 1 Cor. vi.12. * And if,’ 
faid he, * all things were lawful unto him, then {wearing was law-’ 
‘ ful unto him’ «* By this argument,’ faid I, « thou mayft alfo 
‘affirm, that drunkennefs, adultery, and all manner of fin and 
‘ wickednefs is lawful alfo, as well as fwearing.’ * Why,’ faid Dr. 
Crowder, ‘ do you hold that adultery is unlawful?’ ‘ Yes,’ faid I, 
‘ that Ido.’ * Why then,’ faid he, ‘ this contradicts the faying of 
« St. Paul.’ Thereupon I called to the prifoners and the gaoler, to. 
hear what doétrine Dr. Crowder had laid down for orthodox, viz.’ 
‘ that drunkennefs, fwearing, adultery, and fuch like things were 
* lawful.’ Then he faid, ‘ He would give it under his hand ;’ and 
took a pen, but wrote another thing than what he had fpoken. 
Then turning to Thomas Lower, he afked him, « Whether he 


* would anfwer what he had there written?” Who undertook it. . 


Whereupon, when he had threatened Thomas Lower to fue him in’ 
the bifhop’s court for {peaking fo abufively (as he called it) of him. 
before the juftices, and Thomas had bid him begin when he pleafed, 
for he would anfwer him, and bring his parifhioners in evidence 
againft him, he went away in a great fret, grumbling to himfelf as 
he went. A few days after Thomas Lower fent him an anfwer to 
the paper he had wrote and left with him; which anfwer a friend of 
Worcefter carried to him, and he read it, and faid, « He would re- 
* ply to it;’ but he never did, though he often fent him word he 
would do it. Rix? 
Soon after the feffions, the term coming on, an Habeas Corpus 
was fent to Worcefter for,the fheriff to bring me up to the king’s- 
bench-bar. Whereupon the under-fheriff, having made Thomas 
Lower his deputy to convey me to London, we fet out the twenty- 
ninth of the eleventh month, 1673, and came to London the fecond 
of the twelfth month; the ways being very deep, and the waters 
out. Next day, notice being given that I was brought up, the fheriff 
was ordered to bring me into court. I went accordingly, and did 
appear in court before judge Wild ; and both he and the lawyers were 
pretty fair, fo that I had time to fpeak, to clear my innocency, and 
thew my wrong imprifonment. After the return of the writ was 
entered, I was ordered to be brought into court again next day ; the 
order of court being as followeth ; ‘ts . 
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ao wae Meir, yy 22a 2S Rea mete Fi) ; 1673. 

* Worcefter.. » . Thurfday, next after the morrow of the Purification mines 

_*/The King {.. of the Bleffed Virgin Mary, in the 26th Year of King’s Bench 
j f,againtt oy ' bar. 


( . King Charles the Second. 
“ GeorgeiBoxids sic?" —e 
4 “J $23 vd ie 


fal Pie defendant being brought here into court, upon a writ of 
‘.4n,Habeas Corpus ad fubjiciend’ &c: under the cuftody of the 
‘ -fheriff: of the county aforefaid; it is ordered, That the Return un- 
‘to the Habeas Corpus be filed, and the Defendant is committed 
 unto:the marfhal of this court, to be fafely kept until, &c. 

WE bist * - _ * By motion of Mr. G. Srroups. 
bmish 2: ot bythe. Court.’ 1999 


©) Accordingly I went in the morning, and walked in the hall till 
the fheriff came to me (for he trufted me to go whither I-would) 
andit being early, we went into the court of King’s ‘Bench, and fat 
among.the lawyers almoft an hour, till the judges came in, when the 
fhetiff'took off my hat; and after a while I was called. The Lord’s 
sprefence was with me, and his power I felt was over all. I ftood 
and heard the king’s attorney, whofe name was Jones, who indeed 
Apoke notably on my behalf, as did alfo another counfellor after him ; 
and: the judges, who were three, were all very moderate, not cafting 
vany refleGting words at me. I ftood ftill in the power and Spirit of 
the Lord, feeing how the Lord was at work, and the earth was help= 
ing the woman. But when they had done, I applied myfelf to the 
chief juftice, defiring, * ‘That I might {peak :’ and he faid, I might. 
© Then I related the caufe of our journey, the manner of our being 
* taken and committed, and the time of our imprifonment until 
« the feffions; with a brief aceount of our trial at the feffions, and 
_* what I had offered to the juftices.then, as.a declaration that I could 
© make or fign, inftead of the oaths of .allegiance and fupremacy.’ 
When I had done, the chief juftice faid, ‘ I was to be turned over 
* to the King’s Bench, and the fheriff of, Worcefter to be difcharged 
* of me.’ He faid alfo, ‘ That they would confider further of it ; 
‘ and if they found any error in the record, or in the juftices pro- 
-* ceedings, I fhould be. fet. at liberty.’ So a tipftaff was called to 
“take me into cuftody, and) he delivered me to the keeper of the 
“King’s Bench, who let me go to, a friend’s houfe, where I lodged, 
“and appointed to meet me at Edward Man’s in Bifhopfgate-ftreet the 
“nextday. But after this, juftice Parker, or fome other of my ad- 
'verfaries, moved the court, that I might be fent back to Worcefter. 
- Whereupon another-day was appointed for another hearing, and 
they had four counfel that pleaded againft me. George Stroude, a 

_counfellor, pleaded for me, and. was pleading before I was brought 
into the court; but they bore him down, and prevailed with the 
_ judges to give judgment, * That I fhould be fent down to Worcefter 
* feffions.’ Only they told me I might put in bail to appear at the 
fefliens, and to be of good behaviour in the meantime. I told them, 
*« I never was of ill behaviour in. my life; and that they, the four 
* judges, might as well put the oath to me there, as fend me to Wor- 
om 6C * ecefter 
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‘ cefter to be enfnared by the juftices, in their putting the oath to 
‘ me, and then premuniring me, who never took oath in my life. 
¢ I told them, if I broke my Yea or Nay, I was content to fuffer 
« the fame penalty which they fhould that break their oaths.” This 
alteration of the judges minds in my cafe proceeded, as was thought, 
from fome falfe informations that my adverfary juftice Parker had 
given againft me: for between the times of my former appearance 
and this, he had {pread abroad a very falfe and malicious itory, viz. 
‘ That there were many fubftantial men with me out of feveral parts 
‘ of the nation when he took me, and that we had a defign or plot 
‘ in hand; and that Thomas Lower ftaid with me in prifon long 
«after he was fet at liberty, to carry on our defign.’ This was 
fpoken in the parliament-houfe ; infomuch that if I had not been 
brought up to London when I was, I had been ftopped at Worcefter, 
and Thomas had been re-committed with me. But although thefe 
lyes were eafily difproved and laid open to Parker’s fhame, yet would 
not the judges alter their laft fentence, but remanded me to Worce- 
fter gaol] ; only this favour was granted, that I might go down my 
own way, and at my own leifure; provided I would be without fail 
there by the aflize, which was to begin the fecond of the fecond 

month following. € v# 
I ftaid in and about London till toward the latter end of the firft 
month 1674, and then went down leifurely (for I was not able to 
abide hafty and hard travelling) and came into Worcefter the laft of 
the firft month 1674, being the day before the judges came to town. 
The fecond day of the fecond month I was brought from the’gaol to 
an inn near the hall, that I might be in readinefs if I fhould be 
called. But not being called that day, the gaoler came at night, and — 
told me, ‘ I might go home,’ meaning to the gaol. Gerard Roberts 
of London being with me, he and I walked down together to the 
gaol without any keeper. Next day being brought up again, they 
fet a little boy about eleven years old to be my keeper. I came t6 
underftand juftice Parker and the clerk of the peace had given order 
that I fhould not be put into the calendar, that I might not be 
brought before the judge; wherefore I got the judge’s fon to move 
in court, ‘ That I might be called:” whereupon I was called and 
brought to the bar before judge Turner, my old adverfary, who had 
tendered me the oaths, and premunired me once before at Lancafter. 
After filence made, he afked me, ‘ What I did defire?’ . I anfwered, 
‘ My liberty, according to juftice.’ He faid, « I lay upon the oath;” 
and afked, * If I would take it? <‘ I defired he would hear the 
‘ manner of my being taken and committed ;’ and being filent, I 
gave him an account thereof at large, as is before fet down, letting 
him alfo know, ‘ That fince my imprifonment I had underftood my 
mother, who was an ancient, tender woman, and had defired to 
fee me before fhe died, hearing that I was {topped and imprifoned 
in my journey, fo that I was not likely to come to fee her, it 
ftruck her fo, that fhe died foon after, which was avery hard thing 
tome.’ When I had done fpeaking, he again afked me, ‘ To 
take the oaths.’ I told him, ‘ I could not take any oath, for con- 
{cience-fake ; and I did believe he and they al] knew in their con~ 
* {ciences 
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n * fciences that it was for confcience+fake I could not fwear at all. 1674 
* I declared amongft them what I could fay and what I could fign, Worcefter 
* in owning of the king’s right to the government, and in denying affizes. 
* the pope and his pretended power, and all plotters, plots, and con- 


‘ fpiracies againit the government.’ Some thought the judge had a 
mind to fet me at liberty, for he faw they had nothing juftly againft me; 
but Parker, who committed me, endeavoured to incenfe him, telling 
him, ‘ That I was a ringleader; that many of the nation followed 
« me, and he knew not what it might come to ;’ with many more 
envious words, which fome took notice of; who alfo obferved, that 
the judge gave him never a word in anfwer. However, the judge, 
_ willing to eafe himfelf, referred me and my cafe to the feffions again, 
bidding the juftices make an end of it there, and not trouble the 
affizes any more with me. So I was continued prifoner, chiefly (as 
it feemed) through the means of juftice Parker, who in this cafe was 
as falfe as envious ; for he had promifed Richard Cannon of London, 
who had acquaintance with him, ‘ That he would endeavour to 
« have me fet at liberty ;’ yet he was the worft enemy I had in court, 
as fome of the court obferved and reported. Other juftices were very 
loving, and promifed, ‘ That I fhould have the liberty of the town, 
* and to lodge at a friend’s houfe till the feflions ;’ which accordingly 
I had, and the people were very civil and refpectful to me. . 
Between this time and the feflions I had fome fervice for the Lord, Worcefter 
with feveral that came to vifit me. At one time came three noncon- Prifoner. 
; formift priefts and two lawyers to difcourfe with me; and one of 
the pctts undertook to prove, ‘ That the fcriptures are the only 
« rule of life.’ After I had defeated his proof, I had a fit oppor- 
tunity to open to them, ‘ The right and proper ufe, fervice, and 
« excellency of the fcriptures ; and alfo to fhew, that the Spirit of ' 
* God, which was given to every one to profit withal, the grace of 
‘ God which bringeth falvation, and which hath appeared to all 
‘ men, and teacheth them that obey it to deny ungodlinefs and 
* worldly lufts, and to live foberly, righteoufly, and godly in this 
prefent world; that this, I fay, is the moft fit, proper, and uni- 
« verfal rule which God hath given to all mankind to rule, direé, 
‘ govern, and order their lives by.’ 
Another titme came a common-prayer prieft, and fome people with 
him. He afked me, ‘ If I was grown up to perfection?’ I told 
_him, ‘ What I was, I was by the grace of God.’ He replied, < It 
© was a modeft and civil anfwer.’ Then he urged the words of 
John, ‘ If we fay that we have no fin, we deceive ourfelves, and the 
‘ truth is not in us.’ He afked, « What didI fay to that?” <I faid 
* with the fame apoftle, «« If we fay that we have not finned, we 
«© make him a liar, and his word is not in us ;” who came to deftroy 
* fin, and to take away fin. So there is a time for people to fee that 
* they have finned, and there is a time for them to fee that they have 
© fin; and there is a time for them to confefs their fin, and to for- 
© fake it, and to know the blood of Chrift to cleanfe from all fin.’ 
Then the prieft was afked, « Whether Adam was not perfect before 
« he fell? and whether all God’s works were not perfect?’ The 
prieft faid, * There might be a perfection as Adam had, and a falling. 
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‘ from it.” But I told him, < There is a perfection in Chirift above 
« Adam, and beyond falling; and that it was the work of the mi+ 
‘ nifters of Chrift to prefent every man perfect in Chrift ; for the per= 
‘ fecting of whom they had their gifts from Chrift; therefore they 
« that denied perfection, denied the work of the miniftry, and the 
‘ gifts which Chrift gave for the, perfecting of the faints.’ The prieft 
faid, ‘« We mutt always be ftriving.’ I anfwered, ‘ It was a fad and 
« comfortlefs fort of ftriving, to ftrive with a belief that we fhould. 
© never overcome... I told him alfo, that ‘ Paul, who cried out of the 
« body of death, did alfo «« thank God, who gave him the’ victory 
<< through our Lord Jefus Chrift.” So there was a time of crying 
« out for want of victory, and a time of praifing God forthe victory. 
« And Paul faid, ‘‘ There is no condemnation to them that are in 
« Chrift Jefus.” The prieft faid, ¢ Job. was not perfec.’ Itold . 
him, ‘ God faid Job was a perfect man, and that he did fhun evils 
« and the devil was forced to confefs, that «* God had fet an hedge 
«© about him ;” which was not an outward hedge, but the invifible, 
« heavenly power.’ The prieft faid, < Job faid, ‘« He chargeth his 
«« angels with folly, and the heavens ‘are not clean in his fight.” 1 - 
told him, « That was his miftake, it was not Job faid fo, but Ehi- 
« phaz, who contended againft Job.’ ‘ Well, but,’ faid ‘the prieft, 
« what fay you to that fcripture, <¢ The jufteft man that is finneth 
“* feven times a day?” ¢ Why truly,’ faid'I, <I fay there'is no fuch 
‘ {cripture ;’ and with that the prieft’s mouth was ftopped.. Many 
other fervices I had with feveral forts of people between the affizes 


and the feffions. 


The next quarter-feffions began the twenty-ninth of the fébold 
month, and I was called before the juftices. ‘The chairman’s name 
was —— Street, he was a judge in the Welfh circuit, and he mifre- 


prefented me and my cafe to the country, telling them‘ That we had 


‘ a meeting at Tredington from all parts of the nation, to the terri- 
fying of the’ king’s fubjects, for which we had been committed to 
prifon: that for the trial of my fidelity the oaths were put to'me; 
and, having had time to confider of it, he afked me if I would 
now take the oaths?’ ‘I defired liberty to {peak for-myfelf ; and, 
having obtained that, began firft to clear myfelf from thofe falfe- 
hoods he had charged on me and friends ; declaring, that we had 
not any fuch meeting from all parts of thé nation, as he had repre- 
fented it; but that (except the friend from whofe houfe we came, 
and who came with us to guide us thither, and one friend of Brif- 
tol, who came accidentally, or rather providentially, to ‘affift’ my 
wife homewards, after we were taken) they that were with me ~ 
were in a fenfe part of my own family, being my wife, her daugh- 
ter, and her fon-in-law. Ang we did not meet’ in any way ‘or 
manner that would occafion terror to any of the king’s fubjects ; for 
we met peaceably and quietly, without arms ; and I did not beliéve’ 
there could be any one produced that could truly fay he was terri-— 
fied with our meeting. Befides, I told them we were but in our 
journey, the occafion whereof I now related as before. As to the 
oaths, I fhewed why I could not take them ‘(feeing Chrift hath 
* forbidden all fwearing) and what I could fay or fign in liew/of 
; ° them, 
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* them, as I had done before. Yet they caufed the oaths to be read , 1074 
© to me, and afterwards read an indictment, which they had drawn Worcefter 
‘ up in readinefs, having a jury ready alfo.”. When the indictment quarter-fef- 
was read, the judge afked me, ‘ If I was guilty? I faid, < Nay ; #°"* 
* for it was a great bundle of lyes; which I fhewed and proved to 
«the judge in feveral particulars, which I inftanced; afking him, 
< if he did not know in his confcience they were lyes?’ He faid, 
« It was their form.’ I faid, * It was nota true form.’ He afked 
me again, ‘ WhetherI was guilty?’ I told him, * Nay, I was not 
« guilty of the matter, nor of the form; for I was againift the pope 
«and popery, and did acknowledge and fhould fet my hand to that.’ 
Then the judge told the jury what they fhould fay and do, and what 
they fhould write on the backfide of the indi€tment; and as he faid, 
they did. But before the jury gave in their verdict, I told them, 
* It was for Chrift’s fake, and in obedience to his and his apoftle’s 
* command, that I could not fwear ; therefore,’ faid I,. ¢ take heed 
* what ye do, for before his judgment-feat ye fhall all be brought.’ — 
The judge faid, « This is canting.’ I faid, < If to confefs Chrift 
* our Lord and Saviour, and to obey his command, be called cant- 
‘ ing by a judge of a court, it is to little purpofe for me to fay 
‘ more among you; yet ye fhall fee that lam a chriftian, and fhall 
* fhew forth chriftianity, and my innocency fhall be manifeft.’ So 
the gaoler led me out of the court; and the people were generally 
tender, as if they had been in a meeting. Soon after I was brought 
in again, and the jury found the bill againft me, which I traverfed. 
‘Then I was afked t6 put in bail till the next feffions, and the gaoler’s 
fon offered to be bound for me. But I ftopped him, and warned 
friends not to meddle; for I told them, ‘ There wasa fnare in that ;’ 
yet I told the juftices, I could promife to appear if the Lord gave 
health and ftrength, and I was at liberty. Some of the juftices were 
loving, and would have ftopped the reft from indicting me or put- 
ting the oath to me; but judge Street the chairman faid, « He mutt 
* go according to law.’ So I was fent to prifon again; yet within Worcefter 
two hours after, through the moderation of fome of the juftices, I prifon. 
hhad liberty given me till next quarter-feffions. Thefe moderate juf- 
tices, as it was faid, defired juftice Parker to write to the king for 
‘my liberty, or for a Noli profequi, becaufe they were fatisfied I was 
not fuch a dangerous perfon as I had been reprefented. This, it 
was faid, he promifed to do, but did it not. 
_ After I had got a copy of the indictment, I went to London, vi- London. 
fiting friends as I went. When I came there, fome that were earneft 
to get me out of the hands of thofe envious juftices that fought to 
premunire me at Worcefter, would needs be tampering again, to 
“bring me before the judges of the King’s Bench; whereupon I. was King’s Bench 
brought again by an Habeas Corpus before them. I tendered them ber. 
“a paper, in which was contained what I could fay inftead of the oaths 
of allegiance and fupremacy, as followeth : 
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< HIS I do in the truth and in the prefence of God declare, - 
‘ That king Charles the Second is lawful king of this realm, 
« and of all other his dominions; that he was brought in and fet 


up king over this realm by the power of God; and I have nothing 
profperity and eternal good. I do utterly abhor and deny the pope’s 
ventions; and do afirm, that he hath no power to abfolve fin. I 


do abhor and deteft his murdering of princes, or other people, by 
plots or contrivances. And like®ife Ido deny all plots and con- 
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break their oaths. : ee 


trivances, and plotters and contrivers againft the king and his fub=— 
jects; knowing them to be the works of darknefs, the fruitsof an: — 
evil {pirit, againft the peace of the kingdom, and not from the — 
Spirit of God, the fruit of which is love. I dare not take an 
oath, becaufe it is forbidden by Chrift and the apoftle; but if I 
break my Yea or Nay, let me fuffer the fame penalty as thofe that — 


but love and good-will to him and all his fubjects, and defire his — 


power and fupremacy, and all his fuperftitions and idolatrous in= ° 


‘ Grorce Box! eae 


But the bufinefs being fo far proceeded in at Worcefter, they would is 
not meddle in it, but left me to appear again before the juftices at 


the next general quarter-feflions at Worcefter. ms 


3 . “ : _ aoe mF * 
Mean while the yearly meeting of friends came on, at which I ~ 


was prefent; and exceeding glorious the meetings were, beyond ex- 


preflion ; bleffed be the Lord! *. 


After the yearly meeting, I fet forward for Worcefter, the feffions- 
drawing on, which were held in the fifth’ month. When I was ~ 
called to the bar, and the indictment read, fome {cruple arifing among — 


the jury concerning it, the judge of the court, juftice Street, caufed 


r 


_* 


the oaths to be read and tendered tome again. Itoldhim,‘Icame 


© now to try the traverfe of my indiétment; and that his tendering 


‘ me the oaths anew, was a new {nare. I defired him to anfwer me 
* a queftion or two;. and afked him,, Whether the oaths were to be 
* tendered to the king’s fubjects, or to the fubjects of foreign princes ?” 
He faid, < To the fubjects of this realm.’ -< Then’ faid I, * you have 
not named me a fubjeét in the indi€&tment, and therefore have 
< not brought me within the ftatute.’ The judge cried, ‘ Read the 
oath to him.’ I faid, * I require juftice.’. Again I afked him, 
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‘ Whether the feffions ought not to have been holden for the king, 


and the body of the county ?’,. He faid, < Yes.’ « Then,’ faid I, 
you have there left the king out of the indiétment ; how then can 
you proceed upon this indictment to a trial between the king 
and me, feeing the: king is left out?’ . He faid, ‘ The king was in 
before. But I told him, ‘ The king’s name being left out, here 
Was a great error in the indictment, and fufficient, as I was in- 


by the name of George Fox of London, but now I was indict 


cefter. I wifhed the jury to confider how they could find me 
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by the name of George Fox of Tredington in the county of Wor= 


. 


formed, to quafh it. Befides, I told him that I was committed 


guilty upon that indiétment, feeing I was not of the placethein- __ 
dictment mentioned.’ The judge did not deny but there were errors _ 
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« becaufe we cannot revenge ourfelves; but we leave our caufe to 
» * the Lord.” The judge iaid, ‘ The oath hath»been tendered to 
f _ € you feveral times, and we will have fome fatisfaction from you 

_ © concerning the oath.’ I offered them the fame declaration inftead 
of the oath, which I had offered to the judges above; but it would 
not be accepted. Then I defired to know, feeing they put the oath 
anew to me, whether the indi€tment was quafhed or no? Inftead 
of anfwering me, the judge told the jury, ‘ They might go out.’ 


__ * They had heard a man fwear that the oath was tendered to me the 
___ * laft feffions ;’ and then direéted what they fhould do. I told him, 
_ © He fhould leave the jury to their own confciences. However, the 
jury; being put on by him, went forth, and foon after came in again, 
and found me guilty. I afked them, ‘ How they could fatisfy them- 

* felves to fina me guilty upon that indictment, which was laid fo 

* falfe, and had fo many errors in it?’ They could make but little 
___anfwer; yet one, who feemed to be the worft of them, would have 
taken me by the hand: but I put him by, faying, ‘ How now, 
* Judas, hait thou betrayed me, and doft thou now come with a 
-.* «© kifs?’ So I bid him and them repent. Then the judge began to 
_ tell me, ‘ How favourable the court had been to me.’ I afked him, 
-* How he could fay fo ? Was ever any man worfe dealt by than I had 

_ * been in this cafe, who was ftopped in my journey when travelling 

~ € upon my lawful occafions, and imprifoned without caufe ; and now 
» < had the oaths put to me only fora fnare? I defired him to anfwer 
isi. * me in the prefence of the Lord, in whofe prefence we all are, whe- 
___ * ther this oath was not tendered to me in envy?’ He would not 
eae -anfwer that ; but faid, ¢ Would you had never come here, to trouble 
_  * usand theeountry!’ J anfwered, ‘ I came not thither of myfelf, 
| _ * but was brought, being ftopped in my journey. Idid not trouble 
___- £ them, but they had brought trouble upon themfelves.’ Then the 
» | judge told me, « What a fad fentence he had to tell me.’ [ afked 
~~ him, ¢ Whether what he was going to {peak was by way of pafling 
__€ fentence, or for information? For I told him I had many things 
_ * to fay, and more errors .to affign in the indi€tment, befides thofe I 
_ * had already mentioned, to {top him from giving fentence againft 
ahi me upon that indictment.’ He faid, ‘ He was going to fhew me 
__ * the danger of a premunire, which was the lofs of my liberty and 
© of all my goods and chattels, and to fuffer imprifonment during 
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t ¢ life.” But he faid, « He did not deliver this as the fentence of the 
court upon me, but as an admonition to me.’ Then he bid the 


Rs _ gaoler ‘ Take me away.’ I expected to have been called again 
ta hear the fentence; but when I was gone, the Clerk of the peace 
{whofe name. was Twittey) afked him, as I was informed, ‘ Whe- 
* ther that which he had fpoken to me fhould ftand for fentence ?” 
And he, confulting with fome of the juftices, told him, ‘ Yes, that 
___ * was the fentence, and fhould ftand.’ This was done behind my 
back, to fave himfelf from fhame in the face of the country. seas 
ay 7" aa : O 
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| _ Some of the jury were not fatisfied ; whereupon the judge told them, ° 
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Des in. the indictment; but faid, < I might take my remedy in its. 1674 
_ * proper place.’ ‘I anfwered, * You know that we are a people that worcener 
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* fuffer all things, and bear all things ; and therefore ye thus ufe us, feflions. 
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of the juftices, and the’generality of the people, were moderate and 
civil; and) John Afhley, a lawyer, was very friendly both the time 
before and now, {peaking on my behalf, and pleading the errors of the 
indictment for me;-but juftice Street, the judge of the court, would 
not regard, but over-ruled all. This juftice Street faid to fome friends 
in the morning before my trial, ‘ That if he had been upon the bench 
‘ the firft {effions, he would not have tendered me the oath; but if 
‘ I had been convicted of being at a conventicle, he would have 
‘ proceeded againft me according to that law.; and that he was forry 
« that ever I came before him ;’ yet he malicioufly tendered the oath 
to me in the court again, when I was to have tried my traverfe upon 
the indi@ment. But the Lord pleaded my caufe, and met with both 
him and juftice Simpfon, who firft enfnared me with the oath at 
the firft feffions; for Simpfon’s fon was arraigned not long after-at 


- the fame bar for murder. And Street, who, as he came down from . 


London, after the judges had returned me back from the King’s 
Bench to Worcefter, faid, ‘ Now I was returned to thém,’I fhould 
‘ lie in prifon and rot;’ had his daughter (whom he fo doted on 
that fhe was called his idol) brought dead from London in an hearfe 
to the fame inn where he fpoke thofe words, and brought to Wor- 
cefter to be buried within a few days after. People took notice of 
the hand of God, how fudden it was upon him ; but it rather hard- 
ened than tendered him, as his carriage afterwards fhewed. — 

After I was returned to prifon, -feveral came to fee me; amongft 
others, the earl of Salifbury’s fon, who was very loving, and troubled 
that they had dealt fo wickedly by me. He ftaid about two hours 
with me, and took a copy of the errors of the indiétment in 
writing. Reeiket’ 

The feffions being now over, and I fixed in prifon by a premunire, 
my wife came out of the north to be with me ; and the affizes coming 
on in the fixth month, the ftate of my cafe being drawn up in writing, 
fhe and Thomas Lower delivered it to judge Wild. In it was fet 


forth the occafion of my journey, the manner of my being taken and 


imprifoned, the proceedings of the’ feveral feffions againft me, and 
the errors in the indiétment by which I was premunired. When the 
judge had read it, he fhook his head, and faid, * We might try the va- 
« lidity or invalidity of the errors, if we would ;’ which was all they 


could get from him. 


While I lay in prifon, it came upon me to ftate our principle to 
the king; not with particular relation to my own fufferings, but for 


his better information concerning our principle, and us as a people. 


A. 


To the KING. — 
HE principle of the Quakers is the Spirit of Chrift, who | 


died for us, and is rifen for our juftification; by which we 
know we are his. He dwelleth in us by his Spirit, and by the 
Spirit of Chrift we are led out of unrighteoufnefs and ungodlinefs. 
It brings us to deny all plottings and contrivings againft the king, 
* or any man. The Spirit of Chrift brings us to deny all manner of 
3 * ungodlinefs, 


< 


y 


€ 
« takes hold upon. Our defire and labour is, that all who profefs 
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ungodlinefs, as lying, theft, murder, adultery, fornication, all un- 1674: 
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cleannefs, debauchery, malice, hatred, deceit, cozening and cheat- wWorcerter 
ing whatfoever, and the devil and his works. The Spirit of Chriftprifoa. 


brings us to feek the peace and good of all men, and to live peace- 
ably, and leads us from fuch evil actions as the magiftrate’s {word 


themfelves Chriftians may walk in the Spirit of Chrift; that they 
through the Spirit may mortify the deeds of the flefh, and by the 
{word of the Spirit may cut down fin and evil in themfelves. Then 
the judges and other magiftrates Sault ust have fo much work in 
punifhing fin in the kingdom; neither then need kings or princes 
fear any of their fubjects, if they all walked in the Spirit of Chrift, 
« for the fruits of the Spirit are love, righteoufnefs, goodnefs, tem- 
« perance, &c. If all that profefs themielves Chriftians did walk in 
¢ the Spirit of Chrift, and by it did mortify fin and evil, it would be 
« a great eafe to the magiftrates and rulers, and would free them from 
‘ a great deal of trouble, for it would lead all ‘* to do unto others as 
** they would have others do unto them,” and fo the royal law of 
liberty would be fulfilled. For if all called Chriftians did walk in 
the Spirit of Chrift, by it to have the evil {pirit and its fruits mor- 
tified and cut down in them, then, not being led by the evil {pirit, 
but by the good Spirit of Chrift, the fruits of the good Spirit would 
appear in all. For as people are led by the good Spirit of Chrift, 
it leads them out of fin and evil, which the magiftrate’s {word takes 
hold of, and fo would be an eafe to the magiftrates. But as people 
err from this good Spirit of Chrift, and follow the evil fpirit, 
which leads them into fin and evil; that fpirit brings the magif- 
trate into a great deal of trouble, to execute the law upon the 
finners and tran{fgreflors of the good Spirit. That Spirit, which 
leads people from all manner of fin and evil, is one with the ma- 
giftrate’s power, and with the righteous law; for the law being 
added becaufe of tranfgreffion, that Spirit which leads out of tranf- 
greflion muft needs be one with that law which is againft tranf- 
greflors. So that Spirit which leads out of tranfgreflion is the good 
Spirit of Chrift, and is one with the magiftrates in the higher 
power, and owns it and them; but that fpirit which leads into 
tranfgreffion is the bad fpirit, is againft the law, againft the ma- 
_giftrates, and makes them a great deal of troublefome work. The 
manifeftation of the good Spirit is given to every man to profit 
withal; and no man can profit in the things of God but by the 
* Spirit of God, which brings to deny all fin and evil. It is faid of 
‘ Ifrael, Nehem. ix. ‘‘ The Lord gave them his good Spirit to in- 
<* ftruct them, yet they rebelled againft it.” If all people did mind 
‘ this manifeftation of the Spirit which God hath given to inftruct 
* them, it would lead them to forfake all manner of fin and evil, 
‘ enmity, hatred, malice, unrighteoufnefs and ungodlinefs, and to 
. urs it. Then in the Spirit of Chrift they would have fellow- 
« fhip and unity, which is the bond of peace ; then would love and 
* peace, which are the fruits of the good Spirit, flow among all that 
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~“€ We area people, who, in tendernefs of confcience to the com- 


¢ ‘wand of Chrift and his apoftle, cannot fwear; for we are: rin 
« manded in Matth. v. and James v. to keep to Yea and Nay, and 


not to fwear at all; neither by heaven, nor by thevearth, nor by 


<¢ any other oath, left we go into evil, and fall into condemnation.” 
‘ The words of Chrift are thefe: ‘* Ye have heard that it hath been 
« faid by (or to) them of old time, Thou fhalt not forfwear thyfelf, 
«* but fhalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths.” Thefe were true 
«and folemn oaths, which thofe who made ought to have per- 
« formed in old time; but thefe Chrift and his apoftle forbad in the 
« gofpel-times, as well as falfe and vain oaths. If we could take 
« any oath at all, we could take the oath of allegiance, knowing that 
« king Charles was by the power of God brought into England, and 
« fetup king of England, &c. over the heads of our old’ perfecu- 
‘ tors; and as for the pope’s fupremacy, we utterly deny it. And 
¢ the apoftle having commanded us not to fwear, but to keep to 
¢ Yea and Nay, we dare not break their commands ; thereforé many 
¢ knowing this, have put the oaths to us as a fnare, that they might 
‘ make a prey of us. Our denying to fwear is not in wilfulnefs, 
« ftubbornnefs, or contempt, but only in obedience to the command 
« of Chrift and his apoftle ; and we are content, if we break our 
« Yea and Nay, to fuffer the fame penalty as they fhould that break 
« their oaths. We defire therefore that the king would take tliis into 
“« confideration, alfo how long we have fuffered in this cafe. This 
« is from one who defires the eternal good and profperity of the king 
< and of all his fubje@ts in the Lord Jefus Chrift. hing)? 

. . , CG IS 


About this time I had a fit of ficknefs, which brought me very 
low and weak in my body; and I continued fo a pretty while, in- 
fomuch that fome friends began to doubt of my recovery. I feemed to 
myfelf to be amongft the graves and dead corpfes; yet the invifible 
power did fecretly fupport me, and conveyed refrething ftrength into 
me, even when I was fo weak, that Iwas almoft fpeechlefs. One 
night, as I was lying awake upon my bed in the glory of the Lord 
which was over all, it was faid unto me, * That the Lord had a 
© great deal more work for me to do for him, before he took me 
© to himfelf.’ DOR. RABE 

Endeavours were ufed to get me releafed, at leaft for a time till 
I thould grow ftronger; but the way of effecting it proving diffi- 
cult and tedious (for the king was not willing to releafe me by an 
other way than a pardon, being told he could not legally do-it; and 
I was not willing to accept of a pardon, which he would readily 
have given me, becaufe I did not look tipon that way as agreeable 
with the innocence of my caufe) Edward Pitway, having occafion to 
fpeak with juftice Parker upon bufinefs, defired him to give order 
to the gaoler, That, in regard of my weaknefs, I might have liberty 


- to go out of the gaol into the city. Whereupon juftice Parker 


wrote the following letter to the gaoler, and fent it to the friend to 
deliver. He solely RY 
. ¢ Mr. 


GEORGE FOXs JOURNAL. 479, 


Au NinstHatrigssintn oy 6) 
HAVE been much importuned by fome friends to George FOX, Warester 
to write to you. Iam informed by them, that he is in a veryprifon. — 

~weak condition, and. very much indifpofed: what lawful favour 

you can do, for the benefit of the air for his health, pray thew 

him.’ I fuppofe, the: next term they will make application to the 

kings Lam, Sir, 


1674. 


n n n n a n 


3 * Your loving friend, 
* Evefham, the 8th of ‘ Henry Parxcer.” 


‘, Octob. 1674. 


_ After: this, my wife went to London, and fpoke to the king ; 
‘laying before him my long and unjuft imprifonment, with the 
manner of my being taken, and the juttices proceedings againft 
mie, in tendering me the oath as a fnare, whereby they had pre- 
-munired me: fo that I being now his prifoner, it was in his power 
-and at-his pleafure to releafe me; which fhe defired.’ The king 
{poke kindly to her, and referred her to the lord keeper; to whom 
fhe went, but could not obtain what fhe defired ; for he faid, « The 
© king could not releafe me otherwife than by a pardon;’ and I was 
not free to receive a pardon, knowing I had not done evil. If I 
would have been freed by a pardon, I needed not have laid fo long; 
for the king was willing to have given me one long before ; and told 
‘Thomas Moore, ‘ That I need not feruple being releafed by a par-_ 
‘ don, for many a man that was as innocent as a child had hada 
« pardon granted. him :’ yet I could not confent to accept one. For 
I had rather have lain in prifon allymy days, than come.out in any 
way difhonourable to truth: wherefore I chofe to have the validity 
of my indictment ttied beforethe judges. Having firft the opinion 
of a counfellor upon it (Thomas Corbet of London, whom Richard 
Davis of Welchpool was well acquainted with, and recommended to 
me) an Habeas Corpus was fent to Worcefter, to bring me up once 
more. to the King’s Bench bar, for the trial of the errors in my in- 
diétment. The under-theriff fet forward with me the fourth of the 
twelfth month, there being alfo in the coach the clerk of the peace, 
and fome others. The clerk had been my enemy all along, and 
now fought to enfnare me in difcourfe; but I faw, and fhunned him. 
' He afked me, ‘ What I would do with the errors in the inditment ?’ 
I told him, ‘ They fhould be tried, and every action fhould crown 
« itfelf.’ He quarrelled with me for calling their minifters priefts. 
T afked him,‘ If the law did not call them fo?’ He afked me, 
* What I thought of the church of England ? Were there no Chrif- 
‘ tians among them?’ I faid, ‘ They are all called fo, and there 
‘ are many tender people amongft them.’ We came to London theLondon. 
eighth of the twelfth month, and the eleventh I was brought be- 
fore the four judges at the King’s Bench, where eounfellor Corbet King’s Bench 
ftarted.a new plea. He told the judges, « They could not imprifon°*” 
‘ any man upon a premunire.’ Whereupon the chief juftice Hale 
faid, ‘ Mr. Corbet, you fhould have come fooner, at the beginning 
‘ of the term, with this plea.’ He anfwered, *,We could not get 
‘a copy of the return and the indittment.’ The. judge. replied, 
o « You 
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© You fhould have told us, and we would have forced them to have 

made a return fooner.’ Then faid judge Wild, « Mr. Corbet, you 

go upon general terms; and if it be fo as you fay, we have com- 

« mitted many errors at the Old Bailey, and in other courts.’ Cor-— 
bet was pofitive that by law they could not imprifon upon a premu- 

nire. The judge faid, ‘ There is f{ummons in the ftatute.’ <‘ Yes,’ 

faid Corbet, * but fummons is not imprifonment, for fummons is in - 
‘ order to a trial.’ ‘ Well,’ faid the judge, ¢ we muft have time to 

‘ Jook in our books, and confult the ftatutes.’ So the hearing was 

putoff till next day. 

The next day they chofe rather to let this plea fall, and begin with 
the errors of the indittment; and when they came to be opened, 
they were fo many and grofs, that the judges were all of opinion the 
* indiétment was quafhed and void, and that I ought to have my 
‘ liberty.’ There were that day feveral great men, Lords and 
others, who had the oaths of allegiance and fupremacy tendered to 
them in open court, juft before my trial came on; and fome of my 
adyerfaries moved the judges that the oaths might be tendered again 
to me, telling them, ‘ I was a dangerous man to be at liberty.’ But 
judge Hale faid, ‘ He had indeed heard fome {uch reports, but he had 
« alfo heard many more good reports of me;’ fo he, with the reftof 
the judges, ordered me to be freed by proclamation. Thus after I 
had fuffered imprifonment a year and almoft two months for nothing, 
I was fairly fet at liberty upon a trial of the errors of my indictment, 
without receiving any pardon, or coming under any obligation or en- 
gagement at all; and the Lord’s everlafting power went over all, to 
his glory and praife. CounfellorCorbet got great fame by it ; many 
of the lawyers told him, ‘ He had brought that to light which had 
‘ not been known before, as to the not imprifoning upon a premu- 
‘ nire ;’ and after the trial a judge faid to him, ‘ You have obtained a 
« great deal of honour by pleading George Fox’s caufe fo in court.’ 

During the time of my imprifonment in Worcefter (notwithftand-_ 
ing my want of health, and being fo often hurried to and fro to Lon- 
don and back) I wrote feveral books for the prefs, one whereof was 
called, « A warning to the England ;’ another was,‘ To the Jews, 
‘ proving by the prophets, that the Meffiah is come;’ another, 
‘ Concerning infpiration, revelation, and prophecy ;’ another, 
* Againft all vain difputes ;’ another, ‘ For all bifhops and minifters 
‘ to try themfelves by the fcriptures;’ another, ‘ To fuch as fay, 
« We love none but ourfelves;’ another, intituled, ‘ Our tef- 
‘ timony concerning Chrift ;’ and another little book concerning 
‘ Swearing,’ being the firft of thofe two given to the parliament. 
Befides thefe, I wrote many papers and epiftles to friends, to encou- 
rage and ftrengthen them in their fervices for God, which fome (who 
made profeffion of truth, but had given way to a feducing fpirit,s 
and were departed from the unity and fellowfthip of the gofpel, in 
which. friends ftand) endeavoured to difcourage them from; efpe-. 
cially in their diligent and watchful care for the well-ordering and 
managing the affairs of the church of Chrift. Kine 

Being at liberty, I vifited friends in London; and having been 
very weak, and not yet well recovered, I went to Kingfton; and 

. having 
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having vifited friends there, returned to London, wrote a paper to 1675. 
the*parliament, and fent feveral books to them. A great book againtt 7 oadon 
fwearing had been delivered to them a little before ; the reafonable- yearly meet- 
néfs whereof had fo much influence, that it was thought they would: 
have done fomething towards our relief if they had fat longer. I ftaid 
in and near London till the yearly meeting, to which friends came 
from moft parts of the nation, and fome from beyond fea. A glorious 
meeting we had in the everlafting power of God. 
This meeting over, and the parliament‘ rifen (who had dohe no- 
thing for nor againft friends) I was clear of my fervice for the Lord 
at London. And having taken my leave of friends there, and had - 
a glorious meeting with fome of them at John Elfon’s in the morn- ’ 
ing, I fet forward with my wife and her daughter Sufan by coach 
(for-I ‘was not able to travel on horfeback) towards the north, many 
friends accompanying us as far as Highgate, and fome to Dunftable, Higheate. 
where we lodged that night. We vilited friends and were vifited by Duntable. 
them at Newport-Pagnel, Northampton, and Cofiel, where, amongft Newport- 
others, came a woman, and brought her daughter for me to fee how Ae ‘nee 
well fhe was; putting me in mind, ‘ That when I was there before, ton. 
‘ fhe had brought her to me much troubled with the king’s evil, Co“e!- 
* and had then defired me to pray for her.’ Which I did, and the 
mended upon it; praifed be the Lord! From Coffel we went by 
“John Simcock’s and William Gandy’s to Warrington, Prefton, and Warrington: 
Lancafter. : pretoe. 
I had not been at Lancafter fince I was carried prifoner from 
thence by the under-fheriff and gaoler, towards Scarborough caftle 
in Yorkfhire. 1 found the town full of people; for it was fair time, 
and the trained bands were met upon a general mufter. Many 
friends were alfo in town from feveral parts of the county, becaufe 
the quarterly meeting was to be there next day. I ftaid two nights 
and a day at Lancafter, and vifited friends both at their men’s and 
women’s meetings, which were very full, large, and peaceable; for 
the Lord’s power was over all, and none meddled with us. Here 
met us Thomas Lower and his wife, Sarah Fell, James Lancatfter, 
and Leonard Fell. The next day after the meeting, the twenty- 
fifth of the fourth moth, we went over the fands, with feveral other 
friends, to Swarthmore. ‘ 
After I had been a while at Swarthmore, feveral friends from di- Swarthmore. 
vers parts of the nation came to vifit me, and fome out of Scotland’; 
by whom I underftood, four young ftudents of Aberdeen were con- 
vineed there this year, at a difpute held by Robert: Barclay and 
George Keith with fome of the fcholars of that univerfity. . ; 
_ Among others, colonel Kirby paid me a vifit, who had been one 
of my great perfecutors ; but now he faid he came to bid me wel- 
come into the country, and carried himfelf in appearance very lov- 
ingly ; yet before I left Swarthmore he fent for the conftables of Ul- 
verftone, and ordered them to tell me, ‘ That we muft have no 
« more meetings at Swarthmore ; for if we had, they were commanded 
* by himto break them up, and were to come the next firft day:’ 


That day we had a very precious meeting, the Lord’s prefence was 
6 F wonderful 
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wonderful amongft us, and the conftables did not come to difturb 
us. The meetings have been quiet fince, and have increafed. 

The illnefs I got in my imprifonment at Worcefter had fo much 
weakened me, it was long before I recovered my natural itrength 
again. For which reafon, and as I had many things lay upon me to 
write for publick and private fervice, I did not ftir much abroad dur= 
ing the time I now fiaid .in the north; but when friends were not 
with me, {pent pretty much time in writing books and papers for 
truth’s fervice. While I was at Swarthmore, I gave feveral to be 
printed ; viz. ‘a 
One, ‘ Concerning fwearing.’ 

Another, fhewing, ‘ That none are fucceffors to the prophets and 
apofties, but who fucceed them in the fame power and Holy Ghoft 
that they were in.’ : 
Another, fhewing, ‘ That poffeffion is above profeffion ; and how 
the profeflors now do perfecute Chrift in {pirit, as the profefiing 
Jews did perfecute him outwardly in the days of his flefh.’ » 
Another little book, * To the magiftrates of Dantzick.’ > « 
Another, called, * Cain againft Abel; or, An anfwer to the New 
England men’s laws.’ ie 
Another, * To friends at Nevis, concerning watching.’ 
Another, * A general epiftle to all friends in America.’ 

Another, ‘ Concerning Cefar’s due, and God’s due, &c.” 
Another, ‘ Concerning ordering of families.’ 

Another, intituled, ‘ The fpiritual man judgeth all things.’ 
Another, * Concerning the higher power.’ 

Befides thefe, I wrote feveral epiftles to friends, both in England 
and beyond the feas; and anfwers to divers papers concerning the © 
‘ running out of fome who had oppofed the order of the gofpel,” 
had ftirred up a great deal of ftrife and contention in Weftmore- 
land. Wherefore I was moved to write a few lines particularly to 
friends there. 


a 


a 


a 


wa 


‘ This is for friends in Weftmoreland : 


oe hy live in the power of God, in his light and Spirit, which ~ 

did firft convince you; that in it ye may keep in the ancient 
unity, in humility, in the fear of the Lord, and his gentle and 
peaceable wifdom, which is eafy to be intreated, That in the 
fame power, light, and Spirit of God, ye may be ferviceable in 
your men’s and women’s meetings, in the poffeffion of the gofpel- - 
order; which gofpel, the power of God, hath brought life and 
immortality to light; that in this ye may fee over him that hath 
darkened you. In this power no apoftates can come ; for the power 
of God was.before apoftates were, or the fall of man and woman 
was, or the devil either, and will be when he is gone. There- 
fore praife God in the eternal fellowfhip of the everlafting gofpel 
of Jefus Chrift, which is not of man, nor by man. And all 
friends in Weftmoreland, keep in the power of God, which will 
and muft preferve and cover you, if ye be preferved. Let your 
‘ faith ftand in the power of God, and not in the wifdom of men’s 
ne a p-.~3 « words, 
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I alfo wrote the following general epiftle to friends at the yearly 
meeting in London : ; 


‘ My dear friends and brethren, 

HOM the Lord hath preferved by his eternal power to this 
or day, over and through many troubles, ftorms, tempefts, and 
prifons. Let every one’s faith {tand in the power of God, which 
is over the devil, and was before him. Your faith ftanding in the 
invifible power of God, it ftands in that which does not change ; 
and the faith that Chrift Jefus, the power of God, is the author 
of, muft {tand in the power of God ; fo then it ftands in that which 
is over all, in which they are eftablifhed. This the apoftle brought 
the church, the true Chriftians, to: and fo ought all the true Chrif- 
tians faith now, which Chrift is the author of, to ftand in the power 
of God, in which the everlafting kingdom ftands. As every one’s 
faith ftands in this power, it keeps all in the power of godli- 
nefs. 

‘« For as it was in the days of the apoftles, when fome were cry- 
* ing up Paul and Apollos, and fo forth, he judged them as carnal ; 
« and exhorted and admonifhed them that their faith fhould not 
¢ ftand in men, nor in the words of man’s wifdom, but.in the power 
© of God. He faid, «‘ He would not know the f{peech of them, but 
«« the power amongft them; for the kingdom of God is not in 
«« word, but in power.” So it is to be now. Every one’s faith 


.« muft ftand in the power of God, and not in men, nor their 


* fpeeches upon the good words. For we have feen by experience, 
« when they begin to cry up men, and their faith ftands in them; 
* fuch as would have people’s faith to ftand in them, love popularity, 
« and bring not people’s faith to ftand in the power of God. Such 
« cannot exalt Chrift; and when fuch fall, they draw a great com- 
‘ pany after them. Therefore the apoftle would not know fuch 
‘ after the flefh, but them that were in the power and Spirit ; and 
« ftruck down every one’s faith that ftood in the words of man’s 
* wifdom, that they might ftand in the power of God. So it muft 


*benow. They whofe faith doth not ftand therein, cannot exalt 
© his kingdom, that ftands in power; therefore every one’s faith muft 


* ftand in the power of God. 
_ ¢ The apoftle denied popularity, when he judged the Corinthians 
€ for looking at Paul and Apollos, to be carnal : {uch are carnal ftill. 
* Therefore all fhould know one another in the Spirit, life, and power, 
« and look at Chrift ; this keeps allin humility. They, whofe faith 
* ftands in men, will make {ects ; as in the days of J. N. J. P. and 
‘ others. The faith of fuch, Chrift is not the author of; if he hath 
« been, they have erred from it, and made fhipwreck of it. Al 
« that are in the true faith, that ftands in the power of God, will 
* judge them as carnal, and judge down that carnal part in a 
: ‘ * that 


. 
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»* words, left ye fall. In God’s power ye have peace, life, and unity 1676. 
* © and for want of keeping in God’s power, in his righteoufnefs and ta are 
* Holy Ghoft, is all this ftrife come among you. 
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« that cries up Paul or Apollos; that their faith may ftand inthe 
‘ power of God, and that they may exalt Chrift, the author of it. 
‘ For every one’s eye ought to be to Jefus, and every juft man and 
¢ woman may live by their faith, which Chrift is the author and 
¢ finifher of. By this faith every man may fee God, who is in- 
« vifible; which faith gives the vittory, and thereby he hath accefs 
‘to God. So-every one’s faith and hope ftanding in the power of 
‘ God, therein ail have unity, victory, and acceis to God’s throne 
‘ of grace; in which faith they pleafe God. By this faith they are 
¢ faved, obtain the good report, and fubdue all the mountains be- 
‘ twixt them and God. ; 

‘ This power hath preferved friends over their perfecutors, over 
‘ the wrath of men, above the fpoiling of their goods, and impri- 
« fonments ; as feeing God, that ‘‘ created all, gives the increafe of 
«* all, and upholds all by his word and power.” . Therefore let 
‘ every one’s faith be in his power. In this no fchifm nor fe& can 
‘ come, for it is over them, before they were, and will be when they 
‘ are gone. But perfect unity is in the truth, in the Spirit, that cir 
‘ cumcifeth the body of death, puts off the fins of the flefh, and 
‘ plunges it down with the Spirit. In the Spirit of God there is 
‘ perfedt fellowfhip ; and Chrift is the minifter of this circumeifion 
‘ and baptifm. | ye 

‘ This is upon me from the Lord to write unto you, that every 
‘ one of you, whofe faith Jefus is the author of, may ftand in the 
« power of God.. From the Lord I warn you, and ‘all every where 
‘ of the fame; for if a ftar fhould fall, which has been a light, 
‘ either the earth or the fea does receive it; that is, the earthly mind; 


‘ or the foaming, raging people: though neither the feed, ‘light; 


_‘ power, nor truth ever fell, nor the faith itfelf, the gift of God; 


* but men going from it, become unfavoury. 

* Adam, whilft he kept in truth, and obeyed the command of 
‘ God, was happy ; but when he difobeyed the Lord, he fell under 
*‘ the power of Satan, and became unhappy, though he might talk. 
« after of his experiences in paradife ; but he had loft his image; 
‘ and his power and dominion, that God created him in. | “3 

« The Jews, after they received the law, as long as they kept the 
‘ law of God, which was juft, holy, good, and perfect, it kept 
* them good, juft, holy, and favoury; but when they turned their 
‘ backs on the Lord, and forfook his law, they came under the * 

power of darknefs, under the powers of the earth, and were 
* trodden under as unfavoury. 

‘ The Chriftians were called a “ city fet on a hill, the light of 
“«« the world, and the falt of the earth ;’ but when they forfook the 
* power of God, and their faith ftood in words and men, and notin 
‘ the power; then their walls fell down, though the power in itfelf 
‘ ftood ; and. they loft their hill, their faltnefs, and their fhining. 
* And.as Chriftendom now confeffeth, they are not in the fame 
* power and {pirit the apoftles were in, fo not in the fame falt, nor 
* upon the fame hill. So they came to be trod under, and the beaft, 
‘ the whore, and the falfe prophet are uppermoft, the unfavoury. 
« Their. dead faith is in men, and in words; therefore they are full 
* of fects, and one againft another. 

« And 
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« And now the everlafting gofpel, the power of God, is preached 1676. 


again, which was before the devil was, that darkened man; and Bathe: 
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by this power of God life and immortality is come to light again; 
therefore every one’s faith is to ftand in this power that hath 
brought life and immortality to light in them, and fo to be heirs of 
the power of God, the gotpel. Herein all have a right to the 
power of God, which is the authority of men’s and women’s 
meetings, and of all other meetings fet up thereby. 

*« As the gofpel is preached again, if your faith doth not ftand in 
the power, but in men, and in the wifdom of words, you will 
grow carnal; and fuch are for judgment, who cry up Paul or 
Apollos, and not Chrift, the author of your faith. Thofe that 
love to be popular would have people’s faith ftand in them; fuch 


do not preach Chrift, but themfelves. But fuch as preach Chrift 


and his gofpel would have every man and woman to be in the poi- 
feflion of it, and every man and woman’s faith to ftand in Chritt, 


the author of it, and in the power of God, in which, as their 


faith ftands, nothing can get betwixt them and God ; for if any 
fhould fall amongft us, as too many have done, that leads its fol- 
lowers either intothe waters or into the earth. 

‘ If any fhould go from the {pirit of prophecy, that did open 
them, and from the power, they may {peak thofe experiences the 
power opened to them formerly. So might Adam and Eve fpeak 
of what they faw and enjoyed in paradife; fo- might Cain and 
Balaam, of what they faw; and alfo the Jews, Corah, and Da- 
than, who praifed God on the banks, faw the victory over 
Pharaoh, ate of the manna, drank of the rock, came to mount 
Sinai, and faw the glory of the Lord. So might the falfe apoftles 
{peak of their experiences, and all thofe falfe Chriftians that turned 
from the apoftles and Chrift. So may fuch do now, that err from 
the Spirit, that are come out of fpiritual Egypt and Sodom, and 
have known the raging of the Sodomites, as Lot did the out- 
ward; andthe purfuit of the fpiritual Egyptians, as the outward 
Jew did the outward Egyptians ; yet if they do not walk in the 
Spirit of God, in the light, and inthe grace, which keeps their 
hearts eftablifhed, their words feafoned, and their faith in the 
power of God, in which the kingdom {ftands, they may go forth 


like the falfe Chriftians, like the Jews, like Adam and Eve, Cain, 


Corah, and Balaam, and be wandering ftars, trees without fruit, 
wells without water, and clouds without rain; and fo come to be 
unfavoury, trodden down, and as Adam who loft paradife, and the 
Jews who loft the Holy Land, not walking in the law, and keep- 
ing the command of God ; and as the Chriftians who loft the 
city, the hill, the falt, and the light, fince the apoftles days, and 
came to be unfavoury, and to be trodden under foot of men. © 
‘ Therefore let every one’s faith {tandin the Lord’s power, which 
is over all, through which they may be built upon the rock, the 
foundation of God, the feed JefusChrift. So all in Chrift may be 
ever frefh and green ; for he is the green tree that never withers, 
all are frefh and green thatare grafted in him, abide in him, and 
bring. forth heavenly, frefh fruits to the praife of God. And tho’ 
6G ‘ Adam 
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« Adam and Eve fell. from paradife, the Jews fell fromthe law of . — 
‘ God, many of the Chriftians fell from their prophecies, erred from » 
« the faith, the Spirit, and the grace; and the ftars have fallen,.as 
¢ was fpoken in the Revelations; yet the Spirit, grace, faith, and 
* power of God remains. i ptaeas vb 
* Many fuch ftates have I feen within thefe twenty-eight years ; 
« thongh there is a ftate that fhall never fall, nor be deceived, in the . 
« Elect before the world began ; who are come to the. end of the 
‘ prophecies, and are in him, where they end, renewed up into the 
« image of God (by Chrift) which man was in before he fell ; in that 
‘ power, where he had dominion over all that God made ; and not 
‘ only fo, but ‘‘ attain to a perfect man, unto the meafure of the 
“* ftature of the fulnefs of Chrift,” who never fell. In him is the . 
‘ fitting down in life eternal, where their feet ftand fure and faftin 
‘« the gofpel, his power. Here their bread is fure; and he that-eats . 
‘ this bread lives for ever. 


¢ And all friends and brethren, that declare God’s eternal truth ted é . 


« word of life, live in it, be feafoned with grace, and falted with the 
« heavenly falt, that your lives and converfations may preach where- - 
* ever youcome; that there be no rawnefs, nor no quenching of the 
‘ Spirit, nor defpifing prophecy either in menor women, - For all . 


_ © muft meet in the faith that Jefus is the author of, and in the light » 


‘ that comes from him, and be fo grafted into thelife, that your know- - 
“ ledge may be there one of another in Chrift ; and that there may 
‘ be none flothful, nor fitting down in earthly things, minding them, 
* like Demas of old, left you cloath yourfelves with another cloath- 
‘ ing than you had at firft; but all keep chafte, for the chafte fol- 
© low the Lamb. . fia 

« And friends that are minifters, poffefs as if ye did not; be mar- | 
‘ ried as if ye were not ; be loofe to the world in the Lord’s power : 


 € for God’s oil will be a-top of all vifible things, which makes his 


« lamps burn, and give light afar off. Let none ftrive nor covet to 
be rich in this world, in thefe changeable things that will pafs 


tI 
‘ away; but let your faith ftand in the Lord God, who changes | 


not, created all, and gives the increafe of all. may 
‘ Now friends, concerning faithful men and women’s meetings, 
which were fet up in God’s counfel, whoever oppofe them, op-_ 
pofe the power of God, which is the authority of them. They. 
are no minifters of the gofpel, nor of Chrift, that oppofe his 

power, which all are to poffefs. For the true minifters of Chritt, 

that preach his gofpel (which is to be preached to all nations) as. 
deceit is gone over all nations, and all nations have drunk the. 
whore’s cup, and fhe hath: them in her cage, her unclean power 

from the beaft and dragon, out of the power of God, and ont of. 
truth and the Spirit of God, the apoftles were in; the power. of. 
God muft come over all this again; and all true minifters, that — 
‘ preach the gofpel, muft bring people into the poffeffion: of it 
‘ again. I fay, whofoever preaches the gofpel of Chriftand him to 
* people and nations,. thofe people and nations receiving the gofpel, : 
* they receive the power of God, that brings life and immortality to 
“ light in them; and they fee over the devil that hath- darkened 
a 5 * them 
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them, and the beaft, the whore, and her cage. So by the power 1676. 
of God, life and immortality is brought to light in them ; then bint} hy 
‘thefe men and women, being heirs of this power, the gofpel, are 
heirs of authority and power over the devil, beaft,; whore, and 

dragon. 

« This their poffeffion and portion, and they are to labour in their 
pofiefion and portion, to do God Almighty’s bufinefs and fervice 

in the pofieffion of the power of God, the gofpel, which is a joy-= 

ful, glorious, everlafling order. Here is the authority of our 

men’s and women’s meetings, and other meetings in the name of 

Jefus, the gofpel of Chrift, the power of God, which is not of 

man, nor by man. In this are all to meet, and to worfhip God: 

By this are all to a&, and in this have all fellowthip, a joyful fel- 

lowthip, a joyful and comfortable aflembly. All faithful men and 

women in every country, city, and nation, whofe faith ftands in 

the power of God, the gofpel of Chrift, who have received the 

gofpel, and are in the poffeffion thereof, have all right to the 

power in thefe meetings, for they are heirs of the power, which is 

the authority of the men’s and women’s meetings. | 

« So here is God’s choice (and not man’s) by his powef, of his 

heirs ; and they have all freedom therein to go to the meetings, the 

men to the men’s, and the women to the women’s ; for they are 

heirs of the power, which is received in the Holy Ghoft; and 

they fee over enmity, and before it was, by the light, the life, and 
immortality, which is brought to light in them. 

‘ The devil, the author of enmity, cannot get into this authority, 
* power, order, nor fellowfhip of the gofpel, nor life, nor light, nor 
* into the unity of the faith, which gives victory over him that hath 
‘ feparated man from God. Into the unity of this faith the ferpent 
* cannot come, nor into the worfhip uf God in fpirit and truth the 
« devil cannot come, norany enmity. And they that are in this, 
‘ are in unity overhim. ‘Therefore, let every one’s faith ftand in 

‘ the power of God, the glorious gofpel ; all walk as becomes the 
« gofpel and the order of it. As every one hath received Chrift 

« Jefus, the Lord, fo walk in him, and let him be their Lord and 
« orderer. For the preaching of the gofpel of Chrift Jefus is to the 
é 
‘ 
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intent that all might come to be heirs of the gofpel, into the pof- 
feffion of it, to be heirs of Chrift and of his government, to the 
increafe of which there is no end ; who is over all in his righteouf- 
nefs, and over all in his light, life, power, and dominion. There- 
fore know one another in his power, his gofpel; know one an- 
other in Chrift Jefus, who is able to reftore man out of the ftate 
of the fall into the image of God, and into that power and domi- 
nion that man had before he fell, and into himfelf that never fell, 
“im Ve they fhall gono more forth. Here is the rock and foun- 
dation of God that ftands fure. 
-* And, friends, be tender to the tender principle of God in all. 
Shun the occafion of vain difputes and janglings, both amongft 
yourfelves and others ; for that many times is like a bluftering 
‘ wind, that hurts and bruifes the tender buds and plants. For the 
« world, though they have the words, are out of the life ; and the 
« apoftle’s 
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end is everlafting life. 


GEORGE FOXs JOURNAL. 
apoftle’s difputing with them was to bring them to the life. And . 
thofe difputers among{t the Chriftians about genealogies, circum- - 
cifion, the law, meats, drinks, and days, came to be the worft . 
fort of difputers, whom the apoftles judged; for fuch deftroyed . 


people from the faith. Therefore did the apoftles exhort the | 


churches, that every one’s faith fhould ftand in the power of God, 
and to look at Jefus, the author of it. There every graft ftands in . 
Chrift, the vine, quiet, where no bluftering ftorms can burt - 
them ; there is the fafety. There all are of one mind, one faith, . 
one foul, one fpirit, baptized into one body with the one fpirit, . 
and made all to drink into one fpirit, one church, one head, that 
is heavenly and fpiritual; and one faith in this head, Chrift, who — 
is the author of it, and hath the glory of it; one Lord to order-all, . 
who is the baptizer into this one body. So Chrift hath the. glory 
of his faith out of every man and woman ; and the Father through 
him hath his glory, the Creator of all in his power, the gofpel, 
that hath brought life and immortality to light in them; and their. 
faith ftanding in it, they know the immortal God, ferve and wor-. 
fhip him in his {pirit and in his truth ; by which they are made 
God’s free men and women, from him that is out of the truth... - 
* Now, friends, you that have been ancient Jabourers, and: have. 
known the dealings of the Lord thefe twenty years (more or lefs) ~ 
as I have often faid to you, draw up what you can of that which 
the Lord hath carried you through by his power, the paflages and 
fufferings, and how by the Lord ye have been fupported from the 
firft ; fo that he may be exalted by his power now, and in ages to 
come, who hath been the only fupport, defence, and ftay of his 
people all along, over all to himfelf; to whom be all glory and 
praife for ever and ever, Amen. He deferves it in his church ~ 
throughout all ages, from his living members, who return the 
praife to the living God, who lives and reigns over all, bleffed for 
ever; who is the life, ftrength, health, and length of the days of 
his people. Therefore let there be no boafting, but in the Lord, 
in his power and kingdom ; that keeps all in humility. 

* And friends, in the Lerd’s power and truth, what good you'can 
do for friends in prifon, or fufferers, by informing or helping 
them, every one bend yourfelves to the Lord’s power and fpirit, to 
do his will and his bufinefs ; and in that all will have a fellow- 
feeling of one another’s conditions in bonds, or in what trials or 
tribulations foever; you will have a fellow-feeling one of another, 
having one head, one Lord, and being one body in‘him. For 
God’s heavenly flail hath brought out his feed, his heavenly plough 
hath turned up the fallow ground, : his heavenly feed is fown by the 
heavenly man, which brings forth fruits to the heavenly fower, in 
fome fifty, fixty, and an hundred fold in his life-time ; and fuch 
in the world without end will have life everlafting. Oh! there- 
fore all keep within ; let your lights fhine, and your lamps burn, 
that you may be wells full of the living water, and trees full of 
the living fruit of God’s planting, whofe fruit is unto holinefs, and 
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~ © The Lord God of power preferve you all inhis power. Lét your _ 1676. 
* faith ftand’therein, that you may have unity in the faith, ‘and in gy. shmor 
the'power ;' and by this faith and belief you may be all grafted into — gi 
Chrift, the fure root and rock of ages, where the eternal Sun of 
righteoufnefs fhines, in the heavenly and eternal day, upon his 
plants anid brafts. This Sun never goes down, and the: heavenly 
iprings of life, and fhowers are known to water and nourith the 
grafts, plants, and-buds, that they may always be kept freth and 
green, and never wither ; bringing forth frefh, green, and living 
fruit, which is offered up to the living God; who is glorified, »in 
that you bear much fruit. The Lord God Almighty keep you, 
and preferve you all in his power, light, and life, over death and 
darknefs; that therein you may fpread his truth abroad, and be va- . 
liant for it upon the earth, anfwering that of God in all ; that with it 
‘the minds of people may be turned to God, fo that with it they 
‘may come to know Chrift Jefus in the new covenant, in which the 
Knowledge of the Lord fhall cover the earth, as the waters do the 
fea. His life muft go over death, his light muft go over darknefs; 
and the power of. God mutt go over the power of Satan. 
* So all you that are in the light, life, and power, keep the hea- 
« venly fellowfhip in the heavenly power, the heavenly unity in the 
‘heavenly divine faith, and the unity of the fpirit, which is the 
* bond ‘of the heavenly Prince of Princes peace ; who bruifes the 
« head of the enemy, the adverfary, and reconciles man to God; 
© and all things in heaven and earth. A bleffed reconciliation! Let 
“ every one’s faith ftand in the power of God, which Jefus Chrift is 
* the author of ; that all may know their crown: of life. For all 
« outward things, without the fubftance, the life, the power, are as 
* the hufk without the kernel, and do not nourifh the immortal 
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foul, nor the new-born Babe; but that which it is nourifhed by, is 
the milk of the word, whereby it groweth in the heavenly life, 
ftrength, and wifdom. The gofpel is not of man, nor by man, 
but is the power of God, and anfwers the truth in all; all the 
poffeffors of it are to fee that all walk according to it; which 
everlafting order is ordained of God already, and all the poffeffors 
of him poffefs their joy, their comfort, and falvation. My love 
unto you all, with him that reigns, and is over all, from ever- 
« Jafting to everlafting. 
* Dwell in the love of God, which paffeth knowledge, and edi- 
* fieth the living members of the body of Chrift; which love of 
* God you come to be built up in, and in theholy faith. This love 
* of God brings -you to “ bear all things, endure all things, and 
*¢ hope all things.” From this love, which you have in Chrift 
*€-Jefus, nothing will be able to fepatate you, neither powers, nor 
* principalities, heights nor depths, things prefent nor things to 
“© come, prifons nor {poiling of goods, death nor life.. The love of 
© God keeps above all that which would feparate from God, and 
-* makes you more than conquerors in’Chrift Jefus. Therefore in 
* this dwell, that with the fame love you may love one another, and. 
_ ‘all the workmanfhip of God; that you may glorify God with your 
* bodies, fouls, and {pirits, which are the Lord’s. Amen. G.F = 
pani 6H ‘A 
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1676. ¢ All friends fit low in the life, the Lotd’s power. Keep your 
Sw tin .€ place in it, till the Lord and Mafter of the heavenly feaft bid 
| * you ‘* fit higher ;” left you take the higheft place, and-be 
* put down with fhame, He that hath an ear, let him hear. | 


<sgecualn 
POSTSCRIPT. scilees 


¢ Friends, take heed of fpeaking the things of God in the words — 
that men’s wifdom hath taught ; for thofe words will lift-up the 
foolifh, that err from the Spirit of God ; which words and wif- 
dom are for condemnation, and that which is lifted up by them, 
and they that thereby fpeak the things of God in them. So that 
old houfe, with its goods, muft be thrown under the foot of the 
new birth. $26 
« And, friends, I defire that you may all keep the holy-order, 
which is in the gofpel, the glorious order in the power of God, 
which the devil is out of ; which was before all his orders were, 
and before the world made any. ’ pte jor | 
‘ This joyful order keeps -all hearts pure to God, in everlafting 
peace, unity, and order; feel it, and keep it, both men and wo- 
men, and come to be heirs of the gofpel, which brings lifeand im- 
mortality to light, and to fee over that power of darknefs, by him 
who was before the power of death was: In this is the holy order 
in love and peace. So keep in this, that keeps you always pure; 
what men and women att in this, they act in that which will ftand 
when the world is gone. | tent 
¢ There hath been fome feruple about men’s and women’s meet- 
ings: men and women in the gofpel are heirs of the power, 
which was before the devil was ; heirs of this, then enter into 
the poffeffion of it, and do the Lord’s bufinefs therein. Every 
one take care of God’s honour, and keep all things in righteon{- 
nefs and holinefs, which becomes God’s houfe. In that, which 
honours the Lord God, it eafed me, when thofe meetings were fet 
up for men and women, who are heirs of the gofpel, and have 
right to the gofpel order. Then take your poffeffions, practife in 
it, be not talkers only, but live and walk in the gofpel, the power 
of God, which is the authority of your meetings. wis + 
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¢ Swarthmore, the 28th i the 
‘ 2d month, 1676.’ 


Read at the yearly meeting in London, the feyenteenth of the 
third month, 1676. . 


During this time, I collected together as many as I could of the 
epiftles I had wrote in former years to friends.. I made a collection 
too of the feveral papers I had wrote to Oliver Cromwell’and his 
fon Richard, in the time of their protectorfhips, and to the parlia- 


ments and .magiftrates, in their times. I collected alfo the papers I’ 
5 had 
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thad wrote to king.Charles ‘the Second fince his return, and to 1676- 
‘his ‘council’and’ parliaments, and the juftices or other magiftrates g 
sunder him.; I-\made another collection of certificates, which 
I had‘. received from divers governors of places, judges, juftices, 
parliament-men, and others, for the clearing of me from 
many flanders, which the envious priefts and profeffors, both here 
and beyond fea, had caft upon me. ‘This I did for the truth’s fake, 
knowing that their defign in flandering me. was to defame the 
truth publifhed by me, and hinder the {preading thereof amongft 
the people. LBefides thefe, I made two books of collections ; one 
was, ‘a lift or catalogue of the names of thofe friends who went out 
of the north of England, when truth firft broke forth there, to pro- 
claim the day of the Lord through this nation. The other was of 
the names of thofe friends that went firft to preach the gofpel in 
other nations, countries, and places, in what years, and to what 
parts they went. . | 
I made another collection, in two books; viz. one of epiftles and 
letters from friends and others, on feveral occafions, to me; the 
other of letters of mine to friends and others. __, 

I wrote alfo a book of the types and figures of Chrift, with their 
fignifications ; and many other things, which will be of fervice to 
truth and friends in time to come. 

I took notice alfo of thofe who had run out from truth, drawn 
others out after them, and ‘turned againft truth and friends, fince 
the firft breaking forth of truth in this latter age, and what became 
of them; noting particularly the repentance and return of fuch of 
them as came back to truth again. Some ran quite out, and never 
returned, but were cut off in their gainfaying and rebellion ; for the 
word and power of God hath blafted, and is blafting them, and the 
holy feed hath ground, and is grinding them to pieces. I haye ob- 
ferved that they, who have been convinced, and have not lived and 
walked in the truth, have been the worft enemies to the truth, and 
done moft hurt amongft friends in the truth, and to others. In thefe 
I have feen fulfilled what the Lord did long fince fhew me, ‘ That 
« fuch would be greater deceivers than all the priefts and profeffors.’ 
For fuch as came as far as Cain, Balaam, Corah, and Dathan, who 
could ‘ preach Chrift,’ and fay, ‘ They had preached in his name;’ 
fuch as came to be apoftles, and had. tafted of the power of Chritt, 
and then turned from it, fuch could yet {peak their old experiences, 
_ and have good words like Corah and Balaam ; but not keeping in the 
life and truth, they deceived the hearts of the fimple. Such come to 
be of the devil, who abode not in the truth ; as Cain and all the 
Jews that abode not in the truth were. For though Cain did facri~ 
fice to God, and did talk with God, and the Jews could talk of 
Abraham, Mofes, and the prophets, yet Chrift told them,‘ They 
« were of their father the devil.’ In like manner, though thote 
called Chriftians can talk of Chrift, and ufe his and his apoftles and 
difciples- words, yet not abiding in the truth, power, and {pirit the 
apoftles' were in, they are of the devil, out of truth, and do his 
work. So ate all thofe that have been convinced of God’s eternal 
_ truth fince it fprang up in this nation, that have not abode 7 = 
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light, in the {pitit and power of Chrift Jefus, but have’ turnéd 


>, againft the power, and have oppofed the work thereof ; though they 


may retain their former experiences, and be able to {peak many 
good words, yet not living in the life and power that gave them 
thofe experiences, they live in the power of darknefs, which is of the 
devil; and by the light and truth both he and they are condemned, 
and muft own their condemnation, if ever they come to truth again. 
For to refift the heavenly power, and to oppofe the workings and di- 
vine manifeftations thereof through any, is nota light matter. ‘And 
as I had been moved of the Lord to travel in his power round: this 
nation, and in other parts, to preach the everlafting gofpel, and'to 
declare the word of life, which was in the beginning, through many 
imprifonments, hardfhips, fufferings, and trials; fo I was after- 
wards moved ‘to travel in the fame heavenly power about the nation 
again (and to write to fuch places where I came not) to recommend’ 
unto friends the ‘ fetting up of the quarterly and monthly meetingsin 
« all counties, for looking after the poor, taking care for, orderly 
“ proceedings in marriages, and other matters relating to the church 
‘ of Chrift.’ Though fome meetings for this end were fettled in 
the north of England in the year 1652. . 
Afterthisalfo, truth ftill fpreading further over thenation, and friends 
increafing in number, I was moved by the fame eternal power to re- 
commend the fetting up women’s meetings alfo, that all, both male 
and female, who had received the gofpel, the word of eternal life, 
might come into the order of the gofpel, brought forth by the power 
of God, and might act for God in the power, and therein do bu- 
finefs and fervice for him in his church. All the faithful muft la- 
bour in God’s vineyard; they being his hired fervants, he having 
given them the earneft of his Spirit. For a mafter that hires a fer- 
vant, and gives him the earneft of his hire, expedts he fhould do 
his work after he knows his will, in the outward creation; fo all 
God’s people that are of the new creation, and have received the 
earneft of his Spirit, ought to labour with, by, and in his Spirit, 
power, grace, and faith, in the light, in God’s vineyard, that they 
may have their wages when they have done God’s work and bufinefs 
in his day, which is eternal life. But none can labour in his vine- 
yard, and do his work and will, but as they walk in the heavenly 
divine light, grace, and Spirit of Chrift ; which hath been, and is 
my travail and labour in the Lord to turn all to. 
Some that profeffed truth, and had made a great fhew thereof, 
being gone from the fimplicity of the gofpel into jangling, divifion, 
and a {pirit of feparation, endeavoured to difcourage friends (efpe- 
cially the women) from their godly care and watchfulnefs in the 
church over one another in the truth ; oppofing their meetings, 
which in the power of the Lord were fet up for that end and fervice. 
Wherefore I was moved of the Lord to write the following epiftle, 
and fend it among friends, for the difcovering of that fpirit by which 
thofe oppofers were acted, its work and way by which it wrought, 
and to warn friends of it, that they might not be betrayed by it. 


‘ All 


ome .% 
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© All my dear ‘friends, » fpr 1676. 
IVE in the feed of peace, Chrift Jefus, in whom ye have gy 
*~ life, That fpirit, which comes amongft you to raife up ftrife, 
‘is eut of Chrift; for it is the fpirit that.is not eafy to be intreated, 
‘not gentle, fo not of the wifdom of God, which is juftified of 
her children. They that follow that fpirit are none of wifdom’s 
children. There is a fpirit that hath made a feparation, and has 
been againft men and women’s meetings; <* yet has fet up one of 
‘© their own, which they have given power to; and that none {hall 
«¢ fit amongft them but whom they give power to, but fhall be 
~ Jooked upon as ufurpers of authority.” This fpirit and its work is 
‘not of God, though it has made a jumble amongft fome; and the 
‘path it may travel in is through the earthly affections, amongft the 
«-uneftablithed or apoftates. But all that are in the life, fpirit, light, 
“grace, truth, and power of God, bar it out; and fuch-as fit under 
* their own vine, Chrift Jefus, and are grafted into him, have no 
* need of their exhortation or counfel; for the true believers are en- 
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“-tered into their reft. Therefore all keep in the gofpel of peace, 
and they that be heirs of the kingdom keep your. poffeffion 
thereof. 
© Some of this fpirit have faid to me, “* They fee no fervice in 

‘© women’s meetings.” My anfwer is, and hath been to fuch, If 

‘ they be blind and without fight, they fhould not oppofe others ; 

« for none impofe any thing upon them. God never received the 

« blind for a facrifice, neither can his people. But Chrift has en- 

¢ lightened all; and to as many as receive him, he gives ‘* power to 

«« become the fons of God.” Such as are heirs of his power, and 

* of his gofpel, which brings life and immortality to light, can fee 

‘over him that has darkened thofe ; and all fuch keep the order of 

* the gofpel, the power of God, and their meetings therein, which 

* preferves them in life and immortality. Thefe fee the great fer- 

* vice of men’s and women’s meetings, in the order of the gofpel, 

‘the power of God; for they are meet-helps in this power, 

¢ which is the authority of their meetings. I fay to all you that be 

* again{t men’s and women’s meetings, who fay, ‘* you fee no fer- 

<* vice for the women’s meetings,” and oppofe them ; you are there~ 

< in out of the power of God, and his Spirit you live not in. For 

_ © God faw a fervice for the affemblies of the women in the time of 

© the law, about thofe things that appertained to his worfhip and 
© fervice, and to the holy things of his tabernacle ; and they in his 

_€ Spirit fee now their fervice in the gofpel, many things in thefe 

* meetings being more proper for the women than the men; and 

«they, in the power and wifdom of God, may inform the men of 

* fuch things as are not proper for them ; and the men may inform 

« the women of fuch things as are not proper for them, as meet- 

* helps to each other. For in the time of the law, the women were 

«to offer as wellas the men; fo inthe time of the gofpel they are 

‘ to offer their fpiritual facrifices ; for they are all called, both men 

* and'-women, a royal priefthood, the houfhold of faith, the living 

* ftones, that make .up the fpiritual building, which Chrift is the 

‘head of; and are to be encouraged in their labour in the vibe’ F 
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for all things that both men and women do, are to be done in the 


« power of God. Such as fee no fervice for thefe women’s meetings, — 
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or the men's, but oppofe them, and make ftrife among friends, 
are in the {pirit of the world that is againft and forbids our other 
meetings, in the fame fpirit that hath been and is againft women’s 
{peaking in meetings, and fay, “ They mult be filent,” &c, 
i rh the fame apoftle commands, ** That men fhould keep 
filence as well as the women,” if there were not an interpreter. 
You may {ee the {pirit of the world hath entered {uch oppofers, 


though they come under another colour ; for they would not have 


us to meet atall, ‘Thefe are againft women’s meetings, and fome - 


of them againft men’s alfo, and fay, ** They fee no fervice for 
them" then they may hold their tongues, and not oppofe theny 
that do fee their {ervice for God in thefe meetings. i 


© Therefore all you that feel the power of God, and your fervice 
for Godin them, both men and women, keep your meetings in 


the power of God, the authority of them, as they were fettled in’ 
ity then ye will be preferved both over this {pirit that oppofes’ 


them, and over the f{pirit of the world that oppofes your other | 


meetings 5 for it is all one in the ground, and would bring you into 
bondage, Such as are out of the peaceable gofpel oppofe its order; 
and out of the faith that works by love, out of the wifdom that is 
gentle, eafy, and peaceable, &c. and out of the kingdom that 
{tands in peace anc joy. Therefore keep over that {pirit that fows 
difvord or diffenfion, and would draw you from your habitation 
and poffeflion in the order of the gofpel ; for it is the fame fpirit 
that deceived Adam and Eve, by which they loft their habitation 
in righteoufrets and holinefs, and their dominion ; fo that fpirit 
got over them, and it would get over you. One while it will tell 
you, ** It {ees no fervice for your meetings ;” and another time oppofe 
you. But T fay, this is the blind {pirit, which is out of the 
ower of God, and which the power of God is over.. Therefore 
ae in the power, that ye may ftand for vd liberty in Chrift 
Jetus, males and females, heirs of him, of his gofpel, and his 
order, Stand up for your liberty in the gofpel, and in the faith; 
which Chrift Jefas hath been the author of; for if ye lofe it, and 
let another {pirit get over you, ye will not foon regain it. I knew 
Satan would beftir himéelf in his inftraments, when men’s and 
women’s meetings came to be fet up in the power, light, and 
truth, and the heirs of the gofpel to take their poffeffion of it in 
every county and city, therein to walk, watch one over another; — 
and take care of God's glory and honour, and his precious truth; — 
and to fee that all walk in the truth as becomes the gofpel, and to 
{ve that nothing was lacking; and fo whatidever was decent, mo+ 
deft, virtuous, lovely, comely, righteous, and of good report, to 
{ollow after; and to admonith and exhort all that were not faithe 
ful, and to rebuke all that did evil, I knew. this would give fuch 
a check to all lool {peakers, talkers, and walkers, that there 
would be an oppofition againit fach meetings. But heed it not, 
truth will come over them all, and is over them all, and faith muft 
have the victory; for the gofpel and its order. is everlafting, the 
* Seed 
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* Seed (Chrift) is the beginning and the ending, and will outlaft all; 1677- 
the Amen, in whom ye have peace, I fay, all that oppofe the gVarhmore. 
men’s and women’s meetings, or that marriages fhould be laid be- 
fore them, or the recording of condemnatigns of fin and evil, or 
admonifhing or exhorting fuch as walk not in the truth, are of a 
loofe {pirit, and their f{pirits tend to loofenefs. Let thofe take 
them that will; truth will not have them, nor any of their facri- 
fice: for nothing is accepted of God but what is done in truth, and 
in his Spirit, which is peaceable. The authority of our men’s and 
women’s meetings is the power of God ; all the heirs of the gofpel 
-are heirs of that authority and dignity ; this is of God, and fhall 
-anfwer the witnefs of God in all. The greateft oppofers of this 
practice and work are fuch as have been convinced of God’s truth, 
but have not lived in it. Such were the greateft troublers of the 
church in Mofes’s day, and in the days of the apoftles; but mark ¢ 
their end, and read what became of them all. ‘Therefore all keep 
your habitation in the truth, and therein ye may fee what became of 
all the oppofers of it for twenty years paft: they are all gone, and 
the truth lives and reigns; the Seed is over all, and all are one in 
it, in reft, peace, and life everlafting; and therein they fit down 
together in the heavenly places in Chrift Jefus, the Amen. 
fla 
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r Swarthmore, the sth of the 
« 8th month, 1676.’ 


While I was at Swarthmore, died William Lampit, prieft of Ul- 
verftone (the parifh that Swarthmore is in). He was an old de- 
ceiver, and perverter of the right way of the Lord, and a perfecutor 
of the people of God. Much conteft I had with him when I firft 
came into thofe parts. He had been an old falfe prophet: for in the 
year 1652 he prophefied (and faid he would wage his life upon it) 

‘ that the Quakers would all vanifh and come to nought within half 

‘ a year:’ but he came to nought himfelf. For he continued in his 
falfe accufing of God’s people'till a little before he died, and then 
cried for a little reft. To one of his hearers, that came to vifit 
him before he died, he faid, « I have been a preacher a long time, 

« and thought I had lived well; but I did not think it had been fo 

« hard a thing to die.’ 
After I had finifhed the fervices which lay upon me then to do, feel- 
ing my fpirit drawn towards the fouth (though I was but weak, and 

not able to travel far in a day) I left Swarthmore the twenty-fixth 
of the firft month 1677, and went to Thomas Pearfon’s at Powbank w,amore- 
in Weftmoreland, where I had a meeting the next day ; and from land. 
thence to Thomas Cam’s at Cam’s-gill, whither Robert Widders, Con si 
with his wife and feveral other friends came to fee me before I left 
the country, and to attend the meeting there the next day, which was 
very large, and in which I was largely drawn forth in teftimony to 
the truth. Ihad much difcourfe with fome of that meeting, who 
were not in unity with the quarterly meeting they belonged to: but 
afterwards feveral of them, that were fomewhat tender, came to fee 
their error, and gave forth condemnations again{t themfelves. nes 
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day John Blaykling came to Thomas Cam’s, to bring me to his houfe 
at Drawell in Sedberg in Yorkfhire ; whither I went with him, vifit- 
ing friends in the way. I ftaid at Drawell two or three nights, hav- 
ing meetings there and thereabouts : for while T was there, the men’s 
and women’s meetings were held, which were very large and pre- 
cious. The firft day following I had a meeting at Brigflats, to which 
moft of the friends from the feveral meetings round, with a great 
concourfe of other people, came; it was thought there were five or 
fix hundred people. A very good meeting it was, wherein truth was 
largely declared and precioufly opened, to the comforting and re- 
frefhing the faithful, and the drawing near them that were afar off. 
I had another meeting at John Blaykling’s, where came many friends 
that were going to the quarterly meeting at Kendal: with them my 
wife went back (who with her daughter Rachel had accompanied 
me thus far) ; and I, having Leonard Fell with me, pafled through 
Sedberg and Garfdale into Wenfydale, vifiting friends as we went. 
At night I reached Richard Robinfon’s at Counterfide, where feveral 
friends came to me that evening; fome of whom went with me next 
day to the widow Tenant’s at Scarhoufe in Langftroth-dale, whither 
we had much ado to get, the fnow lay fo deep, though it was a 
week in the fecond month. Here on firft day we had a large meet- 
ing, friends coming to it from feveral parts round about; and the 
Lord gave me a very feafonable teftimony to bear amongft them, 
which I did for feveral hours, to their great fatisfaion and comfort. 
Thence paffing through Bifhopfdale, Mildum, Barton, and by Bedal 
and Northallerton, I. came to George Robinfon’s at Burrowby, where 
alfo friends coming from feveral parts, we had a very large and good 
meeting, and very peaceacle. Not long after, an envious juftice, 
hearing I had a great meeting there, troubled friends about it, and 
made them appear at the feffions, where he afled them many en- 
fnaring queftions; for he knew not how to convict them, becaufe 
he had no proof againft them. When he faw his queftions did not 
catch them; he told them, *‘ He had heard that George Fox was 
‘ ata large meeting with them, and they all fat filent, and none 
‘ {poke in the meeting.’ This falfe ftory he cunningly feigned, 
thinking thereby to have drawn fome of the friends to have con- 
tradicted him, and have faid, « That Thad {poke in the meeting ;’ 
that he might have convicted them upon their own confeffion, and. 
have fined them. But friends ftanding in the wifdom of God, did 
not anfwer him according to his defire, and fo efcaped his fnare. 
But two friends that came out of Ireland having a meeting that even-— 
ing about three miles off, this evil-minded juftice got information 
thereof, and fined friends, and plundered them very forely for it. 

I went from Burrowby to Ifaac Lindley’s, calling upon friends as 
I went. Robert Lodge, and fome friends with me, next day pafled 
to York; and the day following, being firft day, I was at friends 
meeting at York, which was large and peaceable. The fecond day © 
alfo I ftaid in York, and had two meetings with friends at John 
Taylor’s, from whence I wrote to my wife, as followeth: 


¢ Dear 


AL 
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* Dear Heart... e i _ 1677. 

O whom is my love, and to thy daughters, and all friends that y7,." 
= “inquire after me. My defires are, that ye all may be preferved 
in the Lord’s everlafting Seed, in whom ye will have life and 
peace, dominion, and fettlement in the everlafting home or dwelling, 
in the houfe built upon the foundation of God. In the power of 
the Lord Iam brought to York, having had many meetings in the 
‘way. The way was many times deep and bad with fnow, our horfes 
fometimes were down, and we were not able to ride; fometimes 
we had great ftorms and rain, but by the power of the Lord I 
went through all. At Scarhoufe was a very large’ meeting, and 
another at Burrowby, to which friends came out of Cleveland and 
Bifhoprick ; and many other meetings we have had. At York yefter+ 
day we had a very large meeting, exceedingly thronged, friends be- 
ing at it from many parts, and all quiet, and friends well fatisfied : 
Oh! the glory of the Lord fhined over all. .This day we had a 
large men’s and women’s meeting, many friends, both men and 
women, and all was quiet. This evening we are to have the men’s 
and women’s meeting of the friends of the city. John White- 
head is here, with Robert Lodge and others: friends are mighty 
glad, above meafure. So I] amin my holy element, and holy work 
in the Lord; glory to his name for ever! To-morrow I intend to 
go out of the city towards Tadcafter, though I cannot ride as in 
days paft ; yet praifed be the Lord that I can travel fo well as I da! 
So my love in the Fountain of Life, in which as ye all abide ye 
will have the refrefhmnet of life ; that by it ye may grow, and gather 
eternal {trength to ferve the Lord, and be fatisfied. 'To the God 
of all power, who is all-fuificient to preferve you, I commit you 

all, to his ordering. 
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Leaving York, I vifited, friends at Tadcafter, Nottingly, Doncafter, Yorktire. 


and Balby, having meetings as I went. At Balby I ftaid the firft- Nontagiel 


‘day meeting, and went next day to Thomas Stacy’s at Ballowfield, pDoncafter. 
_ where in the evening I had a meeting, to compofe a difference that Balby. 


ee 
‘a 


‘* 


had happened between fome that profefled truth, and they were re- Sap 


conciled. Next day I came to Stainfby in Derbyfhire, in which Derbythire. 


county ae formerly lived, about the firft breaking forth of truth. ey 
er itere J hi 


I ad a good meeting with friends, and afterwards paffed to ; 
Skegby in Nottinghamfhire, and from thence to Nottingham, to Nottingham. 
John Recklefs’s. I had a meeting with friends at his houfe that Steck, 
evening, and another the next day in friends publick meeting-houfe, 
Which was peaceable and well. — 
_ I went the day following to John Fox’s at Wymefwould in Leice- Leicefterthire 
fterfhire, where I had a mecting that evening ; and next day to Wil- Leh epi 
liam Smith’s at Sileby, where, it being firft day, we had a verylarge 
meeting : for befides friends from’ feveral places, many of the townt- 
people, hearifig I was there, came to the meeting, and heard the 
truth declared gladly. Next day I went to Leicefter, where finding Leicefter. 
6K many 
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1677. many friends come out of the country, to be at the horfe-fair next 
day, I had avery good meeting with them that night, and another 
Knighton, next evening at William Wells's at Knighton, about a mile from | 
Swanington. Leicefter. Next day I paffed to Swanington, and had a meeting 
Derbythire. there: from thence to Samuel Fretwell’s at Hartfhorn in Derbythire, 
Hlarthorn. where I had a meeting alfo; then to Henry Sidon’s at Badgely in 
Wawick. Warwickfhire, and ftaid the meeting there, which, being the firft 
fhire, day, was very large and peaceable, notwithftanding a juftice had 
threatened to come and break it up. I went in the evening to Ri- 
chard Baal’s of Whittington, where feveral friends came to vifit me. 
Harthill. Next day I went to Nathaniel Newton’s at Hartfhill, where feveral 
friends met me, with whom I had good fervice. After this I pafied 
Dingley. on, vifiting friends in divers places, till I came to Dingley, where a 
meeting was appointed before, which was very numerous, and truth 
was largely apened to the people: the meeting was peaceable, and 
the people generally fober; faving that, while I was fhewing how 
chriftendom (fo called) was gone from the pure religion that is un-. 
defiled, &c. a man rufhed out in a furious manner, and faid, ‘'I 
: ‘ deny that.’ After this meeting, I went with Thomas Charles to 
AL alan his houfe at Adingworth;.and next day to Northampton, where I 
sNor Pp 4 - . 
ton. ftaid the firft-day meeting, which was very large and peaceable. I 
_ had much fervice among friends befides. Next day Edward Cooper 
Saetacham. Of Northampton accompanied me to Olney in Buckinghamfhire, 
u ing am- i : 5 i F, 
hire. where I ftaid at James Brierlie’s, feveral frieuds coming to fee me 
Bedfardhhire. in the evening. Next day I went to a meeting at Turry in Bedford- 
Tury-'  fhire, to which friends came from feveral parts. It was a very large 
meeting. Here I met with William Dewiberry, who after the meet-_ 
Kempfton. ing took me to his fon-in-law John Ruth’s of Kempfton, where I. 
ftaid with William that night and moft of the next day; paffing 
Ampthill. thence towards the evening through Ampthill to Thomas Gamboll’s 
Bullocks hill. Gf Bullocks-hill. William Dewiberry went along with me, and 
Luton. feveral friends came to vifit us. Next day, paffing through Luton, 
Marketftreet. T went to Market-ftreet, William Dewfberry accompanying me part 
of the way, and the day following Leonard Fell. JI had a meeting 
at Kenfworth, which was pretty large and peaceable; after which we 
absentee. vifited friends at Alban’s, and next day at South Mims and Barnet. 
Barnet, We came that night to the widow Haly’s at Gutterfhedge in Hendon, 
Middlefex. Middlefex. Next day, being firft-day, we had a very large meeting 
esate a there, feveral friends coming from London. I ftaid fecond day, and 
Highgate. the third went to William Mead’s houfe at Highgate, with whom 
London, next day I went to London. It being fourth-day, I went to the 
meeting at Gracechurch-ftreet, where friends and I were greatly re- 
frefhed in each other in the Lord, and the Lord’s power and Seed 
was fet over all; bleffed be his name for ever ! 
Thus it pleafed the Lord to bring me fafe.to London, tho’ much 
wearied ; for tho’ I rode not very far in a day, yet thro’ weaknefs of 
' body, continual travelling was hard to me.  Befides, I had not much 
reft a-nights to refrefh nature, for I often fat up late with friends 
where I lodged, to inform and advife them in things wherein they were 
wanting ; and when I was in bed, I was often hindered of fleep by 


great 
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great pains in my head and teeth, occafioned, as I thought, by cold — 1677- 
i had taken by riding often in the rain. But the Lord’s power wasy onaon. 
over all, and carried me through all, to his praife. 

In my journey I obferved a flacknefs and fhortnefs in fome that pro- 
fefled truth, in keeping up the antient teftimony of truth againft tithes: 
for where-ever that {pirit got entrance which wrought divifion in the 
church, and oppofed the men’s and women’s meetings, it weakened 
thofe that received it in their teftimony againft tithes. Wherefore I 
was moved of the Lord to give forth an ‘ Epiftle to friends,’ to ftir 
up the pure mind in them, and to encourage and ftrengthen them in 
their chriftian teftimony againft that antichriftirn yoke of oppref= 
fion. 


* My dear friends, 
BE faithful to the Lord in your teftimony for Jéfus; who hath 
« 4” ended the levitical priefthood of Aaron that took tithes, and 
« fent his minifters to give freely that which they had received of him 
< freely, without a bag or a ftaff. Chrift’s difciples could not join with 
© thofe that made a trade of preaching. And as there was a teftimony to 
¢ be borne againft thofe tithes which were commanded in the law. for 
« Levi and Aaron, fo there is a teftimony to be borne againft thofe 
« tithes which have been fet up by man in the dark time of popery, 
«and not fet up by God nor Chrift. To cry againft the priefts in 
‘ words, and yet to give them means, and put into their mouths, 
* that they. may not prepare war againft you, is a contradiction. 
« Therefore take heed: for if the Lord blefs you with outward crea- 
€ tures, and you beftow them upon Baal’s priefts, he may juftly re- 
‘ quire the outward things from you again which he hath given you ; 
¢ who faith, That his minifters fhould freely give, as they have freely 
* received. So all the preachers for tithes and money, and the takers 
‘and payers of tithe, muft be teftified againft in the Lord’s power 
< and Spirit; that all may ftand up in their teftimony for Jefus 
« Chrift, in his power and fpirit, againft the tithe-mongers. Con- 
‘ fider how many faithful fervants and valiants of the Lord have laid 
¢ down their lives againft them, in this day of the Lord; and in the 
« days of the martyrs they did witnefs againft them. Confider alfo 
* what judgments have come upon thofe that fpoiled friends goods, 
« and caft them into prifon for tithes and, maintenance. Therefore 
* in the power of the Lord maintain the war againft the beaft, and 
* do not put into his mouth, left he cry peace to you; which peace 
« you muft not receive, but it muft be broken and thrown out by 
« the Spirit of God. Then in the fame Spirit ye will receive the 
* peace from the Son of peace, which the beaft, the whore, and the 
* world, with all their earthly teachers for the earth, made by man, 
cannot receive nor bereave you of. Therefore keep your autho- 
¢ rity and dominion in the power, Spirit, and name of Jefus, in whom 
* is my love to you. 
‘GC. F: 
© 3d month, 1677,’ 
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1677. r came to London ten or twelve days before the yearly meeting ; int vat 
London. Which time I fell in with friends there in the fervice of truth, vifit= 


ing them at the meetings# The parliament then fitting, we prepared © 
fomething to lay before them, concerning feizing the third part of 
friends eftates, as Popifh recufants; which was a great fuffering, and oe 
a grievance we complained of; but no redrefs we got. ! : 
Yearly meet- To the yearly meeting many friends came from moft parts of the” 
me nation, and fome out of Scotland, Holland, &c. Very glorious’ 
meetings we had, wherein the Lord’s powerful prefence was very’ 
largely felt, and the affairs of truth were fweetly carried on in the » 
unity of the Spirit, to the fatisfaction and comfort of the upright-*-~ 
hearted ; bleffed be the Lord for ever! After the yearly meeting, hav 
ing ftaid a week or two with friends in London, I went with Wil- 
liam Penn to his houfe in Suffex; John Burnyeat and fome other 
friends being with us. As we pafied through Surry, hearing the’. 
quarterly meeting for the county was that day, William Penn, John © 
Burnyeat, and I went from the road to it; and after the meeting’ . 
returning to our other company, went with them to William Penn’s” 
aia that night, which is forty miles from London. I ftaid at Worming-— 
“* hurft about three weeks, in which time John Burnyeat and I an=" 
fwered a very wicked and envious book, which Roger Williams, a. 
prieft of New England (or fome colony thereabouts) had written 
againft truth and friends. When we had finifhed that fervice, we 
Surry. went with Stephen Smith to his houfe at Warpledon in Surry, where > 
Warpledon. ve had a large meeting. Friends thereaway had been exceedingly 
plundered about two months before on the prieft’s account; for they | 
took from Stephen Smith five kine (being all he had) for about fifty _ 
Kington. fhillings tithes. From thence we went to Kingfton, and fo to Lon= 
London. don, where I ftaid not long: for it was upon me from the Lord to Zo" 
into Holland, to vifit friends and to preach the gofpel there and in fome ~ 
parts of Germany. Wherefore fetting things in order for my journey ~ 
_.as faft as I could, I took leave of friends’ at London, and with fe~ © 
Eff:x. veral other friends went down to Colchefter in Effex, in order to my 
Seals paflage for Holland. Next day, being firft day, I was atthe publick - 
meeting of friends there, which was very large and peaceable. In 
the evening I had another large meeting, but not fo publick, at John 
_ Furly’s houfe, where I lodged. 'The day following was the women’s _ 
Harwich. meeting, which was alfovery large. Next day we paffed to Harwich, | 
where Robert Duncon, and feveral other friends came to fee us; and 
fome from London, that intended to go over with me. The packet= — 
boat not being ready, we went to the meeting in the town, anda 
precious opportunity we had together ; for the Lord, according to his 
wonted goodnefs, by his overcoming, refrefhing power, opened many 
mouths to declare his everlafting truth, and to praife and glorify - 
him. After the meeting, we returned to John Vandewall’s, where 
Thad lodged; and when the boat.was ready (taking leave of friends): 
we that were bound for Holland went on board about the gth hour 
in the evening, the 25th of the 5th month, 1677. item 
The friends that went over with me were William Penn, Ro- . 
bert Barclay, George Keith and his wife, John Furly and his bro~ 
ther, William Tailcoat, George Watts, and Ifabel Yeomans, one 
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of my wife's daughters. About the firft hour in the morning we 1677. 
weighed anchor, having a fair, brifk wind, which by the next morn- 
ing brought us within fight of Holland, But that day proving very 
clear and calm, we got forward but little till about the fourth hour in 
the afternoon, when a frefh gale arofe, which carried us within a league 
of land. Then being becalmed, we caft anchor for that night be- 
tween the hours of nine and ten in the evening. But William Penn - 
and Robert Barclay (underftanding Benjamin Furly was come from 
Rotterdam to the Briel to meet us) got two of the boatmen to let 
down a {mall boat that belonged to the packet, and row them to fhores 
but before they could reach it, the gates were fhut ; and there being. 
no houfe without the gate, they were fain to lie in a fifher’s boat all 
night. As foon as the gates were opened in the morning, they went 
in, and found Benjamin\Furly, with other friends of Rotterdam, 
come to receive us; and they fent a boat, with three young men in. | 
it, that lived with Benjamin Furly, who brought us to the Briel, Briel. 
where the friends received us with great gladnefs. 7 a 
We ftaid about two hours to refrefh ourfelves; and then took 
boat, with the Holland friends, for Rotterdam, where we arrived Rotterdam} 
about the eleventh hour that day, the 28th of the fifth month 1677. 
. I was very well this voyage, but fome of the friends were fea-fick. 
A fine paffage we had, and all came fafe and well to land ;: bleffed 
and praifed be the name of the Lord for ever ! ; 
_ The next day, being firft day, we had two meetings at Benjamin 
Furly’s, where many of the town’s-people and fome officers came” 
in, and all were civil. Benjamin Furly or John Claus interpreted, 
when any friend declared. I {pent the next day in vifiting friends. 
The day following, William*'Penn and I, with other friends, went 
towards Amfterdam, with fome of that city, who came to Rotterdam 
to conduct us thither. We took boat in the afternoon, and, pafling* 
by Overkirk, came to Delft, through which we walked on foot ; Overkirk. 
and then took boat again to Leyden, where we lodged that night at Ne dee, 
_aninn. This is counted fix Dutch miles from Rotterdam, which: 
are eighteen Englifh miles, and five hours fail, or travelling; for’ 
our boat was drawn by an horfe that went on the fhore. Next Harlem. 
day taking boat again, we went to Harlem, fourteen miles from 
Leyden, where we had appointed a meeting, which proved very large. 
Many of the town’s-people came in, and two of their preachers. 
The Lord gave usa blefied opportunity, not only with refpect to 
friends, but to other fober people, and the meeting ended peaceably 
and well. After meeting we pafied to Amfterdam;. accompanied by Amferdam; 
feveral friends of that city and of Alkmaer. 
Next day was the quarterly meeting at Amfterftam, to which came 
friends from Harlem and Rotterdam, and with them thofe of our 
company, whom we had left at Rotterdam, viz. Robert Barclay, 
George Keith and his wife, &c. The meeting was at Gertrude Di- 
rick Niefon’s. A very large and ferviceable meeting it was. Wil- 
liam Penn’and I were drawn to open many things concerning the 
order of the gofpel, and to fhew the benefit and fervice of yearly, 
quarterly, and monthly meetings of men and women. We had an- 
other meeting at Gertrude’s the next day, more publick, and very 
oy, large, 
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large, at which were profeflors of feveral forts, unto whom the way 
of life and falvation was largely and livingly opened; which they 
hearkened very attentively to; none making any objection to what . 
was declared. In the afternoon we had another meeting in the fame 


place, but lefs, and more private. The day following we ‘had a 
‘meeting of friends only, wherein by joint agreement were f{ettled 
feveral meetings, to wit, monthly, quarterly, and a yearly meeting, 


to be held at Amfterdam for friends in all the United: Provinces of 
Holland, and in Embden, the Palatinate, Hamburgh, Frederickftadt, 
Dantzick, and other places in and about Germany; which ‘friends 
were very glad of, and it hath been of great fervice to truth. © — 
Next day an exercife came upon me concerning that deceitful {pirit 
which wrought in fome to make divifions in the church ; and the-care 
of the churches being upon me, I was moved to write a few lines to - 


gee friends, keep over that fpirit of feparation and divifion, in” 
++ the peaceable truth, and in the Seed of life, which will ‘wear 
it all out, and outlaft it. For the Lamb will have the viétory over 
all the fpirits of ftrife, as it hath had fince the beginning ; and 
they will wither, as others have done: but all that keep in the 
Seed, which is always green, fhall never wither ; as‘ friends have - 
been to this day kept. If any have backflidden, thrown off the, 
erofs, grown loofe and full, and gone into ftrife and contention — 
with their earthly fpirits, and therein plead for liberty, this fpirit 
taketh with loofe, earthly fpirits, and cries impofition to fuch as 
admonifh them to come to the life, light, Spirit, and power of ’ 
God, that they may be made alive, and live again with the living. 
Upon this admonition their fpirits rife into contention, ftrife, and 
feparation, turning againft the living, in their loofe carthly {pirits, ° 
which would have the name of truth, but are not in the nature of 
it, but are for eternal judgment of the living Seed. This is it which 
‘ doth deceive, but it is judged by that which doth undeceive and ~ 
* fave. a 
© G.F. 
‘ Amfterdam in Holland, the sth soe 
‘ of the 6th month, 1677.’ . 


This being firft-day, we had a very large meeting, there coming 
to it a great concourfe of people of feveral opinions, Baptifts, Seek- - 


‘ers, Socinians, Brownifts, and fome of the Collegians. Robert Bar- 


clay, George Keith, William Penn and I, did all feverally declare 
the everlafting ‘truth among them; opening the ftate of man in the 
fall, and fhewing by what way man and woman may come into the 
reftoration by Chrift Jefus. The myftery of iniquity’ and themy- 
{tery of godlinefs were very plainly laid open, and the meeting’ 
ended quietly and. well. ; GP Me 


«:The day tollowing, George Keith, Robert Barclay, and William 


Penn, leaving me and fome other friends at Amfterdam, fet’ forward 
towards Germany, where they travelled many hundred miles, and 
wakonis ‘a graben : had 
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had good feryice for the Lord, Benjamin Furly going with them, and 1677. 
interpreting. . ‘on sppattsct 
_ / That day and the next. I ftaid at Amfterdat, vifiting friends, and Amfterdam. 
aflifting. them in fome bufinefs concerning their meetings: . Three 
Baptifts came to difcourfe with me, to whom I opened things to their 
fatisfattion, and they parted from me in kindnefs.. I wrote a letter 
alfo to the princefs Elizabeth, which Ifabel Yeomans. delivered to 
her, when George Keith’s wite and fhe went to vifit her: 
_..f Princefs Elizabeth, mist Ha ean 
Cie I HAVE heard of thy tendernef$ toward the Lord and his holy 
§* truth, by fome friends that have vifited thee, and alfo by fome 
-f,of thy letters, which I have feen; which indeed is a great thing, 
‘ fora perfon of thy quality to have fuch a tender mind after the 
‘ Lord and his precious truth, feeing fo many are {wallowed up with 
‘ voluptuoufnefs, and the pleafures of this world ; yet all make an out- 
§ ward profeflion of God and Chrift one way or other, but without any 
~¢-deep inward fenfe and feeling of him. For it is not many mighty 
¢ nor wife of the world that can become fools for Chrift’s fake, or 
‘ can becometow-in the humility of Chrift Jefus from theit mighty 
‘ ftate, through which they might receive a mightier eftate, and a 
‘ mightier kingdom, through the inward holy Spirit, the divine light 
< and power of God; and a mightier wifdom, which is from above, 
« pure and peaceable; which wifdom is above that which is below, 
«that is earthly, fenfual, and devilifh, by which men deftroy one 
¢ another about their religions, ways; worfhips, and churches : but 
* this they have not from God nor Chrift. The wifdom Which is 
* from above, by which all things were made and created, which the 
* holy fear of God in the heart is the beginning of, keeps the heart 
* clean. By this wifdom are all God’s children to be ordered, and 
-€ with it come to order all things to God’s glory.. .This is the wif- 
-<¢ dom that is juftified of her children. In this fear of God and 
¢ wifdom; my defire is, that thou mayeft be preferved to God’s 
‘ glory. For the Lord is come to teach his people himfelf, and to 
‘ fet up his enfign, that the nations may flow unto it. There hath 
¢ been an apoftafy, fince the apoftles days, from the divine light of 
€ Chrift, which thould have given them the “ light of the know- 
** ledge of the glory of God in the face of Chrift Jefus;” and 
-€ from the Holy Spirit, which would have led them into all truth ; 
zt and therefore have people fet up fo many leaders without them, to 
_.€ give them knowledge ; and alfo from the holy and precious faith 
_¢ which Jefus Chrift is the author and finifher of, which faith puri- 
* fies the heart, and gives victory over that which feparates from 
¢ God; through which faith they have accefs to God, and in which 
-¢ faith they pleafe God, the myftery of which is held in a pure con- 
¢ feience. And alfo from the gofpel which was preached in the 
~* apoftle’s days (which gofpel is the power of God) which brings 
‘ life and immortality to light in man and woman, by which people 
© fhould have feen over the devil that has darkened them ; which go- 
‘ {pel will preferve all them that receive it in life and immortality. 
_‘ For the eyes of people haye been after men, and not after shot ates 
: ; © Wao’ 
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who doth write his law in the hearts, and puts it into the minds 
of all the children of the new covenant of light, life, and grace 3 
through which they all come to know the Lord, from the leaft to 
the greateft: fo that the knowledge of the Lord may cover the 
earth, as the waters do the fea. ‘This work of the Lord is begin- 
ning again, as it was in the apoftles days; people fhall come to 
receive an unction in them from the Holy One, by which they 
fhall know. all things, and fhall not need any man to teach them, 


but as the anointing doth teach them ; and alfo to know what the 


righteoufnefs of faith fpeaks, the word nigh in the heart and mouth 
to obey it, and to do it. This was the word of faith the apo- 
ftles preached ; which is now received and preached again, and is 
the duty of all true Chriftians to receive. So now people are 
coming out of the apoftafy, to the light of Chrift and his Spirit; to 
receive faith from him, and not from men; to receive the gofpel 
from him, their unction from him, the Word ; and as they receive 
him, they declare him freely, as his command was to his difciples, 


and is ftiJl to the learners and receivers of him. For the Lord 


God and his Son Jefus Chrift is come to teach his people, and to 
bring them from all the world’s ways to Chrift the way, the truth, 
and the life, who is the way to the Father ; and from all the world’s 
teachers and fpeakers to him the {peaker and teacher, as Heb. i. 1. 
and from all the world’s worfhippers, to worfhip Godin the Spirit 
and in the truth, which worfhip Chrift fet up above fixteen hundred 
years ago, when he put down the Jews Konia at the temple at 
Jerufalem, and the worfhip at the mountain where Jacob’s well 
was ; and to bring people fei all the world’s religions, which they 
have made fince the apoftles days, to the religion that was fet up 
by Chrift and his apoftles, which is pure and undefiled before God, 
and keeps from the {pots of the world ; and to bring them out of 
all: the world’s churches and fellowfhips, made and fet up fince the 
apoftles days, to the church that is in God, the Father of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, Theff. i. 1. and to bring to the unity and fellowthip 
in the Holy Spirit, that doth mortify, circumcife, and baptize, to 
plunge down fin and corruption, that has got up in man and woman 
by tranfgreffion. In this Holy Spirit there is holy fellowfhip and 
unity; yea, it is the bond of the Prince of Princes, the King of Kings, 
and Lord of Lords peace: which heavenly peace all true Chriftians 
are to maintain with fpiritual weapons, not with carnal. P 
‘ And now, my friend, the holy men of God wrote the fcriptures 
as they were moved by the Holy Ghoft; and all Chriftendom are 
on heaps about thofe fcriptures, becaufe they are not led by the 
fame Holy Ghoft as thofe were that gave forth the {criptures ; 
which Holy Ghoft they muft come to in themfelves, and be led 
by, if they come into all the truth of them, and to have the comfort 
of God, Chrift, and them. For none can call Jefus Lord but by 
the Holy Ghoft ; and aff that call Chrift Lord without the Holy 


«Ghoft, take his name in vain. Likewife all that name his name 
“ ate to depart from iniquity ; then they name his name with reve- 


« 


« 


rence, in truth and righteoufnefs; - O therefore feel the grace and 
truth in thy heart, that is come by Jefus Chrift, that will teach 
‘ thee 
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thee how to live, and what to deny. It will eftablith thy heart, . 1677 
feafon thy words, and bring thy falvation, and will be a teacher 
unto thee at all times. By it thou mayeft receive Chrift, from 
whence it comes; and as many as receive him, to them he gives 
power not only to ftand againft fin and evil, but to become the fons 
of God: if fons, then heirs of a life, and a world and kingdom 
without end, and of the eternal riches and treafures thereof. So 
in hafte, with my love in the Lord Jefus Chrift, who tafted death 
for every man, and bruifes the ferpent’s head, that has been betwixt 
God and man, that through Chrift man may come to God again, 
and praife him through Jefus Chrift the Amen, the fpiritual hea- 
venly rock and foundation for all God’s people to build upon, to 


the praife and glory of God, who is over all, bleffed for ever- 
more | 
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* 6th month, 1677. 
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© The bearer hereof is a daughter-in-law of mine, that comes 


with Gertrude Dirick Niefon and George Keith’s wife, to give thee 
a vifit. 


a & 


‘ GokFi 
The princefs Elizabeth’s anfwer : 


‘ Dear friend, é . 
EGANN OT but have a tender love to thofe that love the Lord 
Jefus Chrift, to whom it is given not only to believe in him, 
but alfo to fuffer for him: therefore your letter, and your friends 
vifit, have been both very welcome to me. I {hall follow their 


and your counfel, as far as God will afford me light and undtion: 
remaining ftill _ 


hal a a na A a 


Your loving friend, 
‘ Hertfort, the 30th of 


¢ Auguft, 1677. ‘ ELIZABET H.’ 


Next day John Claus and I paffed to Buyckflote, Purmerent, and Buyckflote. 
Alcmaer, about thirty miles from Amfterdam. We went to a friend’s J ins: Sn 
whofe name was Willem Willems, where I had a meeting that ; 
night. I had another next day, which was larger: feveral profeffors 
came, and all was quiet and well. After the meeting I vifited fome 
friends; then, taking boat, paffed to Hoorn, counted the chief city Hoorn. 
in North Holland. Welodged at an inn; and, taking waggon early North Hol- 
next morning, we paffed to Enckhuyfen, where we took fhip for le ne 

riefland; and, landing in the afternoon at Workum, took watery Friefland. 
and rede upon the high bank of the Friezen feas, till we met two Workum. 
friends coming with a waggon to meet us, with whom we went to 
Harlingen, the chief fea-port town in Friefland. We went to Heffel Harlingen: 
Jacobs's, whither feveral friends came to vifit us that night. Next 
day we vifited the friends of the place; and I wrote a paper, di- 
Rey : cs: 6M , rected, 
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rected, ‘ To all them that perfecute friends for not obferving ae 
‘ faft-day.’ a ‘ 
-. The day following being firft day, friends had a meeting there, to 


which we went, and many profeffors came to it. I declared the 


everlafting gofpel amongft them, John Claus interpreting. They 
were all very civil, and heard attentively; and when the meeting was 
done, departed peaceably, without making any oppofition. After 
meeting I went to Heffel Jacobs’s again, whither after a while came 


-a Calvinift, to afk me fome queftions, which I anfwered to his fatif- 


faction ; and he departed friendly. Soon after he was gone, a preacher 
of the Collegians came to difcourfe with me, who feemed well fatis- 


_ fied alfo, and we parted lovingly. That evening I had another meet- 


Leuwarden. 


Dockum. * 
Strobus, 


Groningen, 


ing with the friends there, and next morning we pafied to Leuwar- 
den, the chief city in Friefland, and lodged that night at a friend’s- 
houfe whofe name was Sybrand Dowes. = rt Gee 

Next morning early we paffed to Dockum, and, walking through 
the city, took boat again to Strobus, which is the utmoft part of 
Friefland. There we baited at a commiffary’s. Then taking boat, 
we pafied to Groningen, the chief city of the province of Groning~ 


land. One of the magiftrates of that city came with us from Leu- 


Delfziel. 
Appingda- 
lem. 


warden, with whom J had fome difcourfe on the way; and he was 
very loving. We walked near three miles through the city; then 
took boat for Delfziel ; and paffling, in the evening, through Apping- 
dalem, where had been a great horfe-fair that day, there came many 
officers rufhing into the boat, who, being in drink, were very rude. 
I exhorted them to * fear the Lord, and beware of Solomon’s vani- 
‘ ties.’ They were a fort of boifterous fellows; yet fomewhat more 


‘civil afterwards. We landed at Delfziel about the tenth hour at 


night, having travelled much about fifty Englifh miles that day. We 


“went to an inn to lodge; and as we paffed through the guards, they 
‘examined John Claus, whether I was not a militia foldier? He told 


Embden. 


River Embs. 
EafFriefland, 
Leer. 


them I was not, and they let us pafs peaceably. 
Delfziel ftands on the river Eems, over which we pafied next day 
to Embden, where friends had been cruelly perfecuted, and from 
which they had been often banifhed. I went to an inn, where I 
dined with fome men that underftood Englith,. with whom I had a 
fine time, and they were loving. Mean while John Claus went with 
his: wife to her father’s, in Embden; whither, after I had dined, I 
went alfo, underftanding the old man was defirous to fee me. In 
the afternoon John Claus and I walked through the city, to the place 
where the waggon was to meet us: and while we tarried for it, the 
friends that were in the city came to the houfe where we were, and - 
we had a little meeting. When the meeting was over, and the wag- | 
gon came not, we fent to know the reafon. The mafter of the wag- 
gon fent us word, he durit not let his waggon go; for the bifhop 
of Munfter’s foldiers were up in the country, and he was afraid they ° 
would take away his horfes. Being difappointed of our paflage, we 
returned to John Claus’s father-in-law’s houfe, where I left him, and 
went to my inn at night. | 3 
» We took fhipping next day, and paffed about fifteen miles upon — 
the river Embs, to a market-town in Eaft Friefland, called Leer,.. ; 
we : where. 
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where lived a friend that had been banifhed from Embden. When _ 1677. 
we had vifited him, we hired a waggon, and pafied to a garrifon- Suikehuylen. 
town called Strikehuyfen, where the guards examined us; and then 

we went to Deteren, where hiring another waggon, we pafied to an- Deteren. 
other garrifoned town, where we were very ftrictly examined. From 

thence we pafied to Apre, in the king of Denmark’s country, where Apre. 

we lodged that night. In our travelling this day, we met the earl 

of Oidenburgh, going to the treaty of peace at Lembachie. 

Next day we pafied to Oldenburgh, lately a great and famous place, Oldenburgh. 
but then burnt down, and but few houfes left ftanding in it. At 
this place we hired another waggon, and went to Delmenhurft, where, Delmenhurf. 
after we had been examined by the guards. we went to a burgomaf- 
ter’s to lodge, whofe houfe was at an inn. There being many 
people, I declared the way of truth to him and them, warning them 
of the day of the Lord that was coming upon all evil-doers. 

We pailed next day to Bremen, a ftately city in Germany ; and Germany. 
from thence, after a double examination, we went to a water called Bremen. 
Overdeland, and there took boat to Fifher-holder ; where finding Overdelend, 
pretty many people together, I declared the way of God to them, Fiherholder. 
and exhorted them ‘ to fear the Lord” There we took waggon 
again, and travelled in the bifhop of Muntfter’s country, to Clofter- Mungerland. 
feven. Having no inclination to ftay there, we got freth horfes, in~ Cl°#ereven- 
tending to travel all night. Accordingly we went a little way; but 
it quickly grew fo dark, and rained fo hard, that we thought beft 
to turn back again; for our waggon being open, we had no defence 
again{t the rain, and our cloaths were already wet with the rain that 
had fallen for feveral days before. So we went to an inn, and gota 
little frefh ftraw; upon which we lay till about break of day, then 
fet out and travelled to the city of Buxtehude. 

The people in the bifhop of Munfter’s country were very dark. 
As we pafied amongft them, I preached truth to them, warning 
them of the great and notable day of the Lord, exhorting them to 
fobernefs, and to mind the good Spirit of God in themfelves. 

It was on a firft day that we went through Buxtehude; and with- 
out. the walls was a great fair of fheep and geefe that day. We ftaid 
a little to refrefh ourfelves, and went-on as faft as we could to Ham- 
burgh, partly by waggon, and partly by water. 

We got to Hamburgh time enough to have a meeting there that Hamburgh. 
evening. A good and glorious meeting it was. There were, amongft 

others, a baptift teacher and his wife, and a great man of Sweden 

with his wife ; and all was quiet, blefled be the Lord, whofe power 

was exalted over all! Yet a hard, dark place this is, and the people 

are much {hut up from truth. 

At Hamburgh was a woman that had fpoken.againft me in John 
Perrot’s time, though fhe had never feen me ti!l now... She had been 
troubled for it ever fince, and now was glad of an opportunity to 
acknowledge her fault ; which fhe very.readily did, and I as readily 
and freely forgave her. 

We ftaid that night at Hamburgh, encouraging and ftrengthening 
the-friends there in their teftimony to the truth; and betimes next 


morning we fet forwards towards F'rederickftadt, which is two long 
2 days 


Buxtehude. 


wets 
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1677. _ days journey from Hamburgh. We went the firft day to Elmfhoorn, 
a where we baited, and then rode thro’ a garrifon-town of the king of 
Raicow. Denmark’s; and, pafling by the monument of the earl of Rantzow, 
Itzeho. came to the city of Itzeho, where we lodged that night. T had 

fome fervice in the evening, among the people in the inn, whom I 
exhorted to fobernefs, and to live in the fear of the Lord. Next 
Hoghenhorn. morning we travelled to Hoghenhorn, where we dined at an inn with 
one of the council of Frederickftadt; to whom, and to the reft of 
the people prefent, I declared the truth, with which they feemed to 
River Eyder. be affected. Then travelling on, we came to a river called Eyder, 
Frederick. where we took boat, and went to .Frederickftadt. We went to 
Rad. William Paul’s, where feveral friends came to us, for there is a pretty 
company of friends in that city. We had a fine refrefhing meeting 
together that evening, which made us forget our wearinefs; for we 
were indeed very weary, having travelled hard thofe two days, and 
were wet through our cloaths, having had much rain in our open wag- 
gons. But the Lord made all eafy and good to us; and we were 
well, and glad to fee friends; blefled be his holy name for ever! 
Holftein. This city is in the duke. of Holftein’s country, who would have 
banifhed friends out of the city and country, and fent to the magif- 
trates of the city to doit; but they faid, they would lay down their _ 
offices rather than do it; inafmuch as themfelves came to that city 
to enjoy the liberty of their confciences. Friends ftill enjoy their 
liberty there, and truth and they are of good report amongft the 
people, both in city and country. | 

On firft day I had a meeting here, to which many people came, 
and fome rough fpirits ; but the power of the Lord bound them 
down, and the Seed of life was fet over all. While I was here, I 
had a difcourfe with a Levite concerning the coming of the Meffiah ; 
and he was much confounded in what he faid; yet he carried him- 
felf lovingly, and invited me to his houfe. I went, and there dif- 
courfed with a Jew, who fhewed me their Talmud, and many other 
Jewifh books: but they are very dark, and do not underftand their 
own prophets. 

There was at this city a Baptift teacher, who had reproached and 
belyed friends; wherefore John Claus went, with two friends of 
the town, to the houfe where he lodged, cleared truth and friends 
from his reproaches, and laid his lyes and flanders upoi his own 
head, to his fhame. 

Before we left this place, I had another meeting with friends only, 
wherein I laid before them the ufefulnefs of a monthly meeting, for 
looking after the poor, and taking care that marriages, and all other 
things relating to the church, were performed in an orderly manner. 
The thing anfwered the witnefs of God in their confeiences, fo they 
readily agreed to have monthly meetings thenceforward amongft 
themfelves, that both men and women might take care of the out- — 
ward concerns of the church. _ 

Feeling my fpirit clear of that place, we took leave of friends, 
whom we left in good order, and turned back for Hamburgh. When 
we had travelled one day's journey, and came to an inn at night to 
lodge, I inquired whether there were any tender people in the town ~ 

4 _that 
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_ that feared God, or that had’ a mind to difcourfe of the things of | 1677. 
God ? The inn-keeper told me, there were few fuch in that town. 

Next night we got to Hamburgh, and having paffed the guards, Hamburgh. 
went to a friend’s houfe, being very weary ; for we had been up 

thofe two mornings before the third hour, and had travelled each 

day hard and late. Here we met with John Hill, an Englith 

friend, who had been travelling in Germany; and being in a thip 

bound for Amfterdam that waited for a wind, he had lain fick on 

board about two weeks; and now hearing that f was in the country 

got off from the fhip, and came hither to meet me, and go along 

with me. . 

We had a very good meeting here, and very peaceable. After 
which I had difcourfe with a Swede, an eminent man in his own 
country ; who, having been banifhed from thence upon the account 
of his religion, was come‘to Hamburgh, and was at the meeting I had 
there before.. When I had done with him, I had another difcourfe 
with a Baptift concerning the facraments, fo called : in both which 
I had good fervice, having opportunity thereby to open truth unto 
them. 

Being clear of Hamburgh, we took leave of friends there; whom 
we left well ; and taking John Hill with us, paffed by boat to a 
city in the duke of Lunenburgh’s country; where, after we were Duke of 
examined by the guards, we"were had to the main guard, and there Lunenburg’s 
examined more ftrictly ; but after they found we were not foldiers, ahae 
they were civil to us, and let us pafs. In the afternoon we travelled 
by waggon, and the waters being much out, by reafon of the great 
rains that had fallen, when it drew towards night we hired a boy to 
guide us through a great water. When we came to it the water was 
fo deep, before we could come at the bridge, that the waggoner was 
fain to wade, and I drove the waggon. When we were come upon 
the bridge, the horfes broke part of it down, and one of them fell 
into the water, the waggon itanding upon that part of the bridge 
which remained unbroken. It was the Lord’s mercy tous, that the 
waggon did not run into the brook. When they had got the horfe 
out, he lay a while as if he had been dead; but at length they got 
him up, put him to the waggon again, laid the planks right, and 
then, through the goodnefs of the Lord tous, we got fafe over. 

After this we came to another water, which finding to be very 
deep, and it being in the night, we hired two men to help us 
through. Thefe men put cords to the waggon to hold it by, that 
the force of the water might not drive it befidethe way. But when 
we came into it, the ftream was fo ftrong it took one of the horfes off 
his legs, and was carrying him down the ftream; which I {eeing, 
called to the waggoner to pluck him to him by his reins, which he 
did, and the horfe recovered his legs, and with much difficulty we 
got over the bridge, and went to Bormer-haven, the town where the Bormes 
waggoner lived. It was the laft day of the fixth month that we efcaped haven. 
thefe dangers, and being about the eleventh hour in the night when 
wecame inhere, we got fome frefh ftraw, and lay upon it till about 
four in the morning. Then getting up, we fet forward again to- 
wards Bremen, going part of the cheat waggon, and part by ne 
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In the way I had good opportunities to publith truth, efpecially at a 
market-town where we ftaid to change our paflage ; where I de- 
clared the truth to the people, warning them of the day of the Lord 
that was coming upon all flefh; and exhorting them to righteoufnefs, 
telling them, ‘ that God was come to teach his people himfelf,’ and 
that they fhould turn to the Lord, and hearken to the teachings of his 
Spirit in their own hearts. Wit : 

At Bremen we were examined, and after went to an inn, and 
ftaid till another waggon was provided to carry us further. Though 
I felt the Lord’s power was over the city, and kept the wicked and 
unruly {pirits down, yet my fpirit fuffered much in this place for the 
people’s fake. When our waggon was ready we left Bremen, and 
travelled to Keby, where we lodged at an inn, and early next morn= 
ing fet out for Oldenburgh. It was a lamentable fight to fee’ fo 
great and bravea city burnt down. We went to an inn, and though 
it was firft-day the foldiers were drinking, and playing at fhovel- 
board, and at thofe few houfes that were left, the fhops were open, 
and the people trading one with another. I was moved to declare 
the truth among them, and warn them of the judgments of God ; 
and though they heard me quietly, and were civil towards me, yet 
I was burdened with their-wickednefs. Many times in mornings, 
and at noons and nights, at theinns, and on the ways, as I travelled, 
I {poke to the people, preaching the truth to them, warning them of 
the day of the Lord, and exhorting them to turn to the light and 
Spirit of God in themfelves, that thereby they might be led out of 
evil. | 

Next day, paffing through many great waters, we came to Leer, 
and the day following to Embden, where John Claus’s wife’s father 
lived ; at whofe houfe, when we went into Germany, we left a 
young man fick, who travelled with me, and ufed to write for me; 


‘whom now we found pretty well recovered. John Claus went to his 


father-in-law’s, John Hill and I to an inn, where we dined. After 
dinner we went alfo to John Claus’s father’s, and had-a good meet- 
ing there in the evening. . 
The day following we took fhipping at Embden, and paffed to 
Delfziel, and went to an inn, where a friend came to us that 
then lived in Delfziel, having been often banifhed from Embden : 
he was a goldfimith by trade, and had a houfe and fhop in Embden, 
and {till as they banifhed him he went again. Then they imprifoned 
him, fed him with bread.and water, and at length took his goods 
from him, and banifhed: him, his wife, and children, leaving them 
neither place to come to, nor any thing to fubfifton. Wecom- 
forted and encouraged him in the Lord, exhorting him to be faith- 
ful, and ftand ftedfaft in the teftimony committed to him. When 
we had taken leave of him, we paffed the fame day to Groningen, 
where we met with Cornelius Andries, a friend, that had alfo fuffered 


. much by imprifonment and banifhment at Embden. We went with 


him to his houfe, and the next day we had a good meeting in that 


‘city, to which feveral profeffors came, who were very peaceable and 


Strobus. 
Dockum. 


attentive. After meeting we paffed by boat to Strobus, and Dockum, 


_ where we lodged that night at an inn. Taking boat again next 


5 morning, 
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“morning, we pafled to Leuwarden, the chief city of Friezland,  677- 
where I found my daughter Yeomans, who was come from Amfter- prostind. 
dam thither to meet me. That day we had a precious meeting at Leuwarden. 

Sybrand Dowes’s houfe. After the meeting I had difcourfe with 
fome that were at the meeting, who had been formerly convinced of 
truth ; but were not come into obedience to it. We ftaid there that 
night ; but John Hill left us, and went that day to Harlingen, and 

fo to Amfterdam. 

Next day we paffed down the river to the lake of Hempen-Sar- jy... 500. 
mer, and thence by the lake Lugmer, and {0 to a town called An- Sarmer. 
derigo ; from whence failing through the lake Whifpool, we came hag ot 6 
to Gardick within night. We lodged at an inn ; and the next day, Whifpoal, 
being firft day, we were at friends meeting there, which was very Gardick. 
large, many of the town’s people coming in. I declared the truth, 

_ in the power of the Lord, that was upon me; which tendered the 
people, and they were very fober. After the mecting we ftaid to re- 
trefh ourfelves, and went to take boat again ; but the people obferving 
us, gathered together at a bridge we were to pafs, and there I de- 
clared the way of life and falvation unto them, and they were very 
attentive and civil. 

We went back that evening to Leuwarden, being 27 miles ; but Leuwarden. 
before we could reach it, the gates were {hut and the bridges drawn 
up, fo that we could not getsinto the city, but were fain to lie in the 
boat all night ; anda man being killed in the city that night, it was 
late before the gates were opened. When we could get in, we went 
to a friend’s houfe, where we ftaid a while; then taking boat, we 
pafied through Franeker to Harlingen, to Haffel Jacobs, where we 
found feveral Dutch friends come to be at the meeting there next day. 
William Penn, returning two or three days before out of Germany, 
had been at a large meeting at Amfterdam on firft-day ; and- after 
meeting, underftanding I was at Harlingen, came thither to me. 

Next day was the monthly meeting for men and women, to which 
we went. It was large. and good. And there it was agreed, ‘ a 
« meeting fhould be held there once a month, both for the men and 
* for the women, to take care of the outward concerns of the 
* church.’ : 

In the afternoon we had a publick meeting, to which came people 
of feveral forts, Socinians, Baptifts, Lutherans, &c. among{t whom 
was a doctor of phyfick and a prieft. After I-had declared the truth 
pretty largely, opening the happy {tate that man and woman were 
in, whilft they kept under God’s teaching, and abode in paradife; and 
the woe and mifery that came upon them when they went from Ged’s 
teaching, hearkened to the {ferpent’s, tranfgrefled God’s command, 
and were driven out of the paradife of God; and fet forth the way 
whereby man and woman might come into that happy ftate again : 
the prieft, an ancient grave man, ftood up juft as I had done fpeak- 
ing, and, putting of his hat, faid, «I pray God to profper and 

‘ confirm that doctrine, for it is truth, and I have nothing againft it.’ 
He would willingly have ftaid till the meeting had been ended, but 
being to preach that evening, he could not ftay longer, the time for 
his own worthip being come. Wherefore, when he had sag a 
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feffion of the truth, he haftened away, that he might come again’; 
and did come, it feems, tothe meeting-place, but the meeting was 
ended firft. After which we went to Haffel Jacob’s, where I had a 
meeting with friends, and the doctor of phyfick came thither to dif- 
courfe with William Penn, who had a good opportunity to open 


-truth tohim. By this doctor the prieft fent his love to me, wifhin 


him to tell me, that he had left preaching that evening half an hour 
fooner than he ufed to do, that he might come to our meeting again 
to hear more of that good dottrine. I heard afterwards, that his 
hearers queftioned him for what he had faid in our meeting ; and 
that, he ftanding by his words, they had complained of him for it to 
the other priefts of the city, who called him to account about it ; but 
the refult I could not learn. . 

Early next morning William Penn, taking John Claus with him, 
pafled from Harlingen for Leuwarden, where he had appointed a 
meeting, intending to travel into. fome other parts of Germany to 
vifit a tender people there. I, with thofe friends that were with me, 
took fhip the fame day for Amfterdam, where we arrived a little after 
midnight; but the gates being fhut, we lay on board till morning: 
then went to Gertrude Dirick Niefon’s, where many friends came to 
fee us, being glad of our fafe return. Next day, feeling a concern 
upon my mind, with relation to thofe feducing {pirits that made di- 
vifion among friends, and being fenfible that they endeavoured to 
infinuate themfelves into the affectionate part, I was moved to write 
a few lines to friends concerning them, as followeth : 


3 LL thefe that fet themfelves up in the affections of the peo- 
ple, fet themfelves up, and the affections of the people, and 
not Chrift. But friends, your peaceable habitation in the truth, 
which is everlafting, and changes not, will out-laft all the habi- 
tations of thofe that are out of the truth, although they be never 
fo full of words. So thofe that are fo keen for J.S. and J.W. let 
them take them, and the feparation ; and you that have given 
your teftimony ‘againft that {pirit, ftandin your teftimony, till they 
anfwer by condemnation. Do not ftrive, nor make bargains with 
that which is out of the truth; nor fave that alive to be a facri- 
fice for God, which fhould be flain, left you lofe your kingdom. 
© Gur’ 
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‘ Amfterdam, the 14th of 
‘ the 7th month, 1677.’ 


_ The firft-day following, I was at friends meeting at Am#fterdam, 
to which many people came, and were very civil and attentive, 
hearing truth declared feveral hours. John Roeloffs interpreted for 

me. | . é 
Before this feveral of the friends that came over with me were re- 
turned to England again, as Robert Barclay, George Keith’s wife, 
and others; and now my daughter Yeomans went back alfo: fo that 
I was left alone at Amfterdam. While I was there, it came upon 
me to vifit my fuffering friends at Dantzick with a few lines, toren- 
courage and ftrengthen them in their fufferings, as followeth : - 
* Dear 
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‘ Dear friends, . 7 1677. 
fi Se whom is my love in the Lord’s truth, that is over all, and Sa 
by which all God’s people are made free men and women, 
being thereby fet free from him who is out of the truth; that 
walking in the truth, they may anfwer the witnefs of God in all 
people: which truth all muft come to, if they be made free. 
Therefore be faithful unto what the Lord manifefts unto you. I 
am glad the Lord hath witnefles in that city, to ftand for his glory 
and name, and for Chrift Jefus, the great Prophet, whom God 
hath raifed up, who is to be heard in all things ; fo that ye need 
none of the prophets which men have raifed up. Therefore ftand 
faithful to Chrift Jefus, your Shepherd, that he may feed you ; 
hear his voice, and follow him, who has laid down his life for 
you ; but follow none of the fhepherds and hirelings that are 
made by men, though they may be angry becaufe ye will not fol- 
low them to their dry and barren mountains, who have been and 
are the thieves, perfecutors, and robbers, that climb up another 
way than by Chrift. Set up Chrift to be your counfellor and 
leader, and then ye will have no need of any of the counfellors and 
leaders of the world ; for Chrift is fufficient, whom God has given 
you. Set up Chrift Jefus to be your bifhop and overfeer, who. is 
fufficient to overfee you, that you go not aftray from God; by 
which ye may {ee over all the hireling-overfeers made by men, 
which keep the people, that they do not go from the rudiments, 
formalities, fafhions, and cuftoms of the world, which hath been 
and is their work. I am glad that ye are come to own Chrift 
Jefus, your High Prieft, who is holy, harmlefs, feparate from 
finners, and made higher than the heavens, as the church and the 
apoftle did own him in their days, Heb. vii. who is the High Prieft 
over the houfhold of faith; which faith Chrift Jefus is the author 
and finifher of : and this do all the children of the new covenant 
witnefs, who walk in the new and living way. Therefore my de- 
fire is, that ye all may be ftedfaft, whether in bonds or out, in the 
faith of Chrift Jefus, which is the gift of God; by which faith the 
valiants overcame the devil and all their enemies, in which faith 
they had victory and accefs to God, and in that was their unity ; 
which myftery of faith is held in a pure confcience, hidden from 
the world. Ido believe, that your imprifonments and fufferings in 
that place will be for good in the end (as it hath been in other 
places) ye ftanding faithful to the Lord, who is All-{ufficient. 
For your fufferings and trials will try their teachers and religions, 
churches and worfhips,.and make manifeft what birth they are of ; 
‘ even that which perfecutes him that is born of the Spirit: for ye 
know that there is no falvation by any other name under the whole 
heaven, but by the name of Jefus; therefore it is time to leave 
them, when there is no falvation by or inany of them. Now, 
‘ friends, I defire that you would take a lift of the names of all thofe 
* that belong to the king of Poland, where they live, and how ye 
* may fend books or epiftles to them, and. keep a correfpondence 
‘ with them alfo the name of the bithop or cardinal that J heard 
* was with you ; and.if ye can get any that belong to the king to 
690 
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1677. come to vifit the prifoners, that they may inform the king of their 
Amitedam. © cruel fufferings. Alfo I defire you to get as many books of mine 


as you can difpofe of, that fet forth your fufferings, and the cru- 

elty of the magiftrates of Dantzick ; and give them to the king, 
his council, attendants, and bifhops. And fome of the women 
may {peak to the queen, if they can, that fhe may fignify to the 
king their cruel fufferings ; and efpecially fome of the fufferers. 
wives, if there be any of capacity to do it. You may likewife. 
give his attendants any other friends books ; what books ye lack, 
fend for to Amfterdam, where ye may be furnifhed with them, 

to anfwer every: tender defirer, and‘ inquiring mind after the 
Lord. So let all your minds be bended with the Lord’s power, to 

{pread his truth abroad ; and where ye hear of any,. or have 
any correfpondence in trading with any fober ‘people, far or 
near, fend them books, that their underftandings may be opened _ 
after the Lord. The Lord God Almighty preferve you! To his’ 
protection, in his eternal power, do I commend you all, in bonds 

or at liberty,’ with my love to you in the everlafting feed of God 

Chrift Jefus, who bruifes the head of the ferpent, that makes you 
to fuffer. Chrift is over him, and will be when he is gone, who is 

Firft and Laft, over all, from everlafting to everlafting, in whom 

ye have life, knowledge, wifdom, and falvation, and through him 

live to the praife and glory of God, who is blefied for evermore, 
Amen. 
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OT TOY ‘GCG. F. 
« Amfterdam, the 18th of the 7th | 
«month, 1677, Englifh (inle.” 


The next day, the fourth of the week, and the nineteenth of the 
month, I hada large meeting at Amfterdam, many profeffors being 
at it, and truth was largely opened to them, in the demonftration of 
the heavenly power. The day following I went by boat, many 
friends going’ with me, to Landfmeer, in Waterland (a town in 
which, they fay, there are above an hundred bridges) where I had 
a very good meeting, to which feveral profeffors came. After the 
meeting I returned with friends to Amfterdam again, where I ftaid 
till the firft-day following, and went to their meeting which was 
large. Many profeffors of feveral forts were at it, and heard the 
truth declared with great attention. Peis, 

I tarried next-day, and the night following had a great exercife 
upon my fpirit concerning that loofe fpirit that was run into ftrife and 
contention among friends, and had drawn fome after it into divifion 
and feparation ; the way, work, and end whereof the Lord opened 
to me: wherefore feeling the motion of life upon me, I got up in. 
the morning, and wrote the following epiftle to friends. Hina 


« My dear friends, IAS» ; Paes | 
‘ KBEP your firft love in’ the truth, power, and feed of life in 
‘ Chrift Jefus ; for-this laft night, as I was lying in my bed at 
‘ Amfterdam, I had’a great travail in the holy feed of life and peace, 
‘ and my {pirit was troubled with that fpirit of ftrife and feparation. 
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I faw it was a deftroying fpirit, and did feex not only to get over 
the feed, but to deftroy it, and to eat out the minds of the people 
from it by ftrife and contention ; and under pretence of ftanding 
for the ancient truth, its work is to’root it out and deftroy the ap= 
pearance of it, to fet up itfelf. “It is a creeping fpirit, feeking 
whom it can.get into; and what it cannot do itfelf it ftirreth up 
others to do, and fetteth their f{pirits on float, with the dark wif- 
dom to deftroy the fimple. This {pirit is managed: by the prince of 
the air, and leadeth fome to’do things they would have been’ 
afhamed to have done, as men, which doth unman them; and 
they would not have fuffered them, if they had kept to the tender 
principle of God, which leadeth to peace. It is a defpifing, 
backbiting, fecret-whifpering {pirit, a fower of diffenfion, and a 
taker of advantage of all prejudiced fpirits that are difobedient to 
their firft principle and love of truth, and begetteth into hatred ; 


© {0 it begetteth all into that {pirit, whofe work is to deftroy both the 


€ 
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good within and the good order without. Nay, it would, if it 
could, deftroy the government of Chrift and the order of the gof- 
pel, to fet up its own will and fpirit, which is not of God ;:-and, 
under pretence of crying down man, is fetting up man, and ga- 
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thering into a feparation of difobedient men, who float above their 


conditions. ‘This fpirit, which neither liveth in the truth nor its 
order, but oppofeth them that do, I cannot exprefs it as I fee itand 
its work, whofe end will be accordingly. Therefore, friends, T 
am to warn you all that have not loft your fimplicity, not to touch 
it, nor to have any unity with it, left you be defiled, lofe your 
conditions of your eternal eftate, and your everlafting portion ; 
and that your inward man, which is after God, may be preferved, 
and Chrift may reign in all your hearts. And they that are joined 


with them, it will be very hard for them ever to come down to 


truth in themfelves, and to fee their own conditions, and to have 
that fpirit of ftrife and contention (which eateth as a canker) 
brought down in them; which is carnal, and flayeth the tender 
babe, which was once begotten in themfelves, The Philiftine is 


‘got up in them, that {toppeth the wells and fprings; maketh 


a great buftle, and is crying up men, and pleading for them in- 
ftead of Chrift: So, friends, ftrive not with them, but let thofe 
take them that cry them up.: Keep you to the Lord Jefus Chrift 
with his light, that cometh from him, that he may be your Lord, 
and ye inhim may be all in unity, in one light, life, power, and 
dominion in Chrift, your head. The God of Peace and Power 
preferve you all in Chrift Jefus your Saviour, and out of and from 
that mifchievous fpirit which is idle and flothful, as to the work 
of the Power, Spirit, and Light of God and Chrift. Its very 
act worketh ftrife and difturbance againft the peace of the church 
of Chrift. It thinks in its wilfulnefs; ftubbornnefs, and unruli- 
nefs to fet up itfelf, and in that to haye peace; but deftruction 
will be the end of it: and it is fealed for the fire and eternal judg- 


‘ment. Therefore let Chrift the Seed be the head and. crown of 


every one of you, that nothing may be between you and the Lord 
God. Be not deceived with vain, feigned, or rough words; for 
ad * Satan 
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1677. « Satam is transforming himfelf as an Angel of Light to deceive, 
Amfterdam, * Dut God’s foundation ftandeth fure, and God knoweth who are 
‘ his, and will preferve his upon the rock and foundation of life, in 
« his peaceable truth and habitation, that in the fame they may 
‘ grow. Keep out of ftrife and contention with it, after ye have 
* borne your teftimony in the Lord’s power and truth againftit, then 
‘ keep in the truth; for it hath a life in fcribling, ftrife, and 
* jangling, becaufe it would SEE its hell, and bring others into 
« its mifery with the airy power, and would get power over the good, 
* and disjoin people from it, and fo commit rapes upon the fimplicity 
‘ by its fubtilty. But I do believe the Lord will defend his peopie, 
* though he may try them and exercife them with this fpirit for a 
‘ time, as he hath done in days paft, in other veffels it hath made 
‘ ufe of as it doth of thefe now, who have a more feeming fair out- 
‘ fide, but foul, rough, and rugged enough within, againft the 
« Seed Chrift, as ever were the Pharifees to deftroy it. They, uns, 
‘ der a pretence of preaching Chrift, are deftroyers and cru- 
* cifiers of him, and killers of the juft, not only in themfelves, 
‘ but are endeavouring with all their might to deftroy it in 
‘ others where it is born. Pharaoh and Herod flay the young Jews 
‘ in the {pirit as the old did: I feelit worrying of them. ‘That is 
* got up to. be king, which knew not fuffering Jofeph. But God 
‘ will plague him, and the Seed will have more reft, and be better 
“ entertained in Egypt than under Herod, into whom old Pharaoh’s 
« fpirit is entered. He. that hath an ear to hear, let him hear, and 
* an eye to fee, let him fee how this {pirit hath transformed in all 
‘ ages. again{t the juft and righteous; but mark what hath been its 
‘end. The Seed reigneth; glory to the Lord God over all for ever! 
* His truth fpreadeth, and friends here are in unity and peace, and 
‘ of good report, anfwering the good or that of God in people. 
« My defires are, that all God’s people may do the fame in all 
‘ places, that the Lord may be glorified in their bringing forth much 
‘ fruit that is heavenly and {piritual. “Amen. 
| ‘GuRs: 


* Amfterdam, the 25th of the 
‘ 7th month, 1677.’ ae 


After I had given forth. the foregoing epiftle, whereby my fpirit 
was in fome meafure eafed. of the weight that lay upon it, I went in. 
the afternoon to the monthly meeting of friends at Amfterdam ; 
where the Lord was prefent with us, and refrefhed our fpirits toge- 
ther in himéfelf. 

I thought to have gone next day to Harlem; but there being a faft 
appointed to be kept that day, I was {topped in my fpirit, and moved 
to ftay at friends meeting at Amfterdam. We had a very large meet- 
ing, a great concourfe of people coming to it, and amongft them. 
many great perfons. The Lord’s. power was over the meeting, in. 
the openings whereof I was moved to declare.to the people, « That 
* no. man by all his wit and ftudy, nor by reading hiftory in his own. 

‘© will, could declare or know the generation of Chrift, who was not 
‘ begotten: by, the will of man, but by the will of God. Pie : 
Pete ee i= . ‘7 ‘ ha 
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* had largely opened this, I fhewed them the difference between the , 1677: 
true faft and the falfe, manifefting that the profeffed Chriftians, amferdam. - 
Jews, and Turks, were out of the true faft, and fafted for ftrife 
and debate, being under the band and fifts of iniquity and op- 
preffion, wherewith they were {miting one another; but the pure 
hands were not lifted up toGod. And though they did all appear 
to men:to faft, and did hang down their heads for a day like a 
bulrufh, yet that was not the faft which God did accept; but in 
that ftate all their bones were dry, and when they called upon the 
Lord he did not anfwer them, neither did their health grow ; for 
they kept their own faft, and not the Lord’s. I exhorted them to 
keep the Lord’s faft, which was to faft from fin and iniquity, 
ftrife and debate, violence and oppreffion, and to abftain from 
every appearance of evil.’ Thefe things were opened to the afto- 
- nifhment of the fafters, and the meeting ended peaceably. and well. 
I went to Harlem the day following, having before appoint- Harlem, 

wed a meeting. Peter Hendricks and Gertrude Dirick Niefon 

went with me, and a blefled meeting we had. There were pro- 

feffors of feveral forts, and a prieft of the Lutherans, who fat very 

attentive for feveral hours while I declared the truth, Gertrude in- 

terpreting. When the meeting was done, the prieft faid, « He had 

* heard nothing, but what was according to the word of God, and 

* defired the bleffing of the Lord might reft upon us and our af- 

* femblies.’ Others alfo confeffed to the truth, faying, ‘ They had 

« never heard things fo plainly opened to. their underftandings 

© before.’ 

We ftaid that night at Harlem at a friend’s houfe, whofe name 
was Dirick Klaffen ; and, returning next day to Amfterdam, went to Amfterdami 
Gertrude’s houfe ; where we had not been long before a prieft of great 
note, who had formerly belonged to the emperor of Germany, and an- 
other German prieft, came, defiring to have fome conference with me. 
I took the opportunity to declare the way of truth, opening unto 
them how they might come to know God and Chrift, and his law 
and gofpel; and fhewing them, that they could never know it by 

- ftudy, nor philofophy, but by divine revelation through the Spirit of 
God, opening to them in the ftillnefs of their minds. The men 
- were tender, and went away well fatisfied. 

The firft-day following I was at friends meeting at Amfterdam ; 

where, amongft feveral forts of profeffors,, was a doctor of Poland, 

-- who for his religion was banifhed from the place he lived in, and 
being affected with the teftimony of truth in the meeting, he came 
afterwards to have fome difcourfe with me ; and after we had been 
fome time together, andI had opened things further to him, he went 
away very tender and loving. 

’ While I was at Amfterdam, I {pent much of my time in writing 
books, papers, or epiftles on truth’s behalf. I wrote feveral 
epiftles from Amfterdam to friends in England and elfewhere, on fe- 
veral occafions, as the Lord moved me by his Spirit thereunto. I 
wrote alfo from thence, ‘ A warning to the inhabitants of the city 
* of Oldenburgh, which was lately burned down ;’ alfo, « A warn- 
‘ ing to the inhabitants of the city of Hamburgh.’ I wrote alfo an 

| | 6 P . epiftle 
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epiftle to the ambafladors that were treating about a peace atNimeguen. 
To the magiftrates and priefts of Embden I wrote, fhewing them 
their unchriftian practices in perfecuting friends. I wrote feveral 
other books there, in anfwer to priefts and others, of Hamburgh, 
Dantzick, and other places, to clear the truth and friends from their 
falfe charges and flanders. 

After fome time George Keith and William Penn came back 
from Germany to Amfterdam, and hada difpute with one Galenus 
Abrahams (one of the moft noted Baptifts in Holland) at which 
many profeffors were prefent; but not having time’ to finifh the dif- 
pute then, they met again two days after, and the Baptift was much 
confounded, and truth gained ground. Between thefe two dif- 
putes we had a very great meeting at friends meeting-place, at which ~ 
many hundreds of people were ; fome of high rank in the world’s 
account. An earl, a lord, and divers other eminent perfons were 
prefent, who all behaved themfelves very civilly. But, when the 
meeting was ended, fome priefts began to make oppofition 3: which. 
when William Penn underftood, he ftood up again, and anfwered 
them to the great fatisfaction of the people, who were much af- 
fected with the feveral teftimonies they had heard. After the meet- 
ing feveral of them came to Gertrude’s, where we were, with whom 
George Keith had much difcourfe in Latin. | | 

Having now finifhed our fervice at Amfterdam, we took leave of 
friends there, and pafied by waggon to Leyden, about twenty-five 
miles; where we ftaid a day or two, feeking out and vifiting fome 
tender people that we heard of there. We met with a German, 
who was partly convinced. He informed us of an eminent man 


that was inquiring after truth. Some fought him out and vifited 


him, and found him a ferious man. I alfo {poke to him, and he ~ 
owned the truth. William Penn and Benjamin Furly went to vifit 
another great man, that lived a little out of Leyden, who, they 
faid, had been general to the king of Denmark’s forces. He and his 
wife were very loving to them, and heard the truth with joy. 

From Leyden we went to the Hague, where the prince of Orange 
kept his court ; and vifited one of the judges of Holland, with whom 
we had much difcourfe. He was awife, tender man, and put many 
objections and queries to us; which when we had anfwered, he was 
fatisfied, and parted with usin much love. » Leaving the Hague, we 
went to Delft, and from thence that night to Rotterdam, where we 
{taid feveral days, and had feveral meetings.’ While I was. here, I 
gave forth a book for the Jews, with whom, when I was at,Amfter- 
dam, I had a defire to have had fome difcourfe ; but they would 
not. Here alfo I reviewed feveral other books and papers, which I 
had given forth before, and were now tranfcribed. 

Finding our fpirits clear of the fervice which the Lord had given 


~ us to doin Holland, we took leave of friends of Rotterdam, and 


paffed by boat to the Briel, in order to take paflage that day in the 
packet-boat for England; feveral friends of Rotterdam accompany- 
ing us, and fome of Amfterdam, who were ‘come to fee us again - 
before we left Holland. But, the packet-boat not coming in till 
night, we were fain to lodge at the Briel ; and next day, the one- 
and-twentieth of the eighth month, and the firft day of the week, 

4 we — 
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we went on board, and fet fail about the tenth hour, viz. William 
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Penn, George Keith and I, and Gertrude Dirick Niefon, with her xp" 


children. 

We were in all about fixty paflengers, and had a long and ha- 
zatdous. paflage: for the winds were contrary, and the weather 
ftormy ; the boat alfo very leaky, infomuch that we were fain to 
have two pumps continually going day and night, fo that it was 
thought there was twice as much water pumped out as the veffel 
would have held. But the Lord, who is able to make the ftormy 
winds to ceafe and the raging waves of the fea to be calm, yea, to 
taife them and {top them at his pleafure, he alone did preferve us ; 
praifed be his name forever! Though our paflage was hard, yet we 


had a fine time, .and good fervice for truth on board among the paf- ~ 


fengers, fome of whom were great folks, and were very kind and 


loving. We arrived at Harwich the 23d of the eighth month at Harwich. 


night, having been two nights and almoft three days at fea. Next 
“morning William Penn and George Keith took horfe for Colchefter ; 
but I ftaid, and had a meeting at Harwich ; and there being no Col- 
chefter coach there, and the poft-mafter’s wife being unreafonable in 
her demands for a coach, and deceiving us of it alfo after we had 
hired it, we went to a friend’s houfe about a mile and an half in the 
country, and hired his waggon, which we bedded well with ftraw, 
and rode in it to Colchefter. 


- I ftaid in Colchefter till firft day, having a defire to be at friends Cotchefter; 


meeting there that day; and a very large and weighty meeting it was: 
for friends hearing of my return from Holland, flocked from feveral 
parts of the country ; and many of the town’s people coming alfo, it 
was thought there were about a thoufand people at the meeting, and 
all was peaceable.. Having ftaid a day or two longer at Colchefter, 


I travelled through Effex, vifiting friends at Halfted, Braintree, Fel- Effex. 


fted, and Saling, and having meetings with them. At Chelmsfor 


d Halfted. 
Braintree, 


I had a meeting in the evening. There being many friends prifoners, Felted. 
they got liberty, and came.to the meeting, and we were well re- pings 
fre(fhed together in the Lord. Next day, the ninth of the gth nee 
-month, I got to London, where friends received me with great joy ; London. 


‘and the firft day following went to Gracechurch-ftreet meeting, 
where the Lord vifited us with his refrefhing prefence, and the glory 
of the Lord furrounded the meeting; praifed be the Lord! 

_. After I had been a little while in London, I wrote the following 

letter to my wife : . 

Ray ” 


.¢ Dear heart, 

‘ 4 i whom is my love, and to the children, and to all the reft of 
friends in the Lord’s truth, power, and Seed, that is over 
* all; glory to the Lord, and bleffed be his name for ever beyond 
« all words!. who hath carried me through and over many trials and 
. ¢ dangers in his eternal power! I have been twice at Gracechurch- 
« ftreet meeting; and though oppofite {pirits were there, yet all was 
* quiet, the dew of heaven fell upon the people, and the glory of 
* the Lord fhined over all. Every day I am fain to be at meetings 
* about bufinefs, and fufferings, which are great abroad; and now 

* many 
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« many friends are concerned with many perfons about them: fo in 
‘ hafte, with my love to you all— 
‘GiF. 
‘ London, the 24th of the ; , 
‘ gth month, 1677.’ 


About this time I received letters from New England, which gave ~ 
account of the magiftrates and rulers cruel and unchriftian proceed- 
ings again{t friends there, whipping and abufing them very fhame- 
fully ; for they whipped many women friends. One woman they 
tied to a cart and dragged her along the ftreet, fhe being {tripped 
above the waift. Yea, they whipped fome matters of fhips, that — 
were not friends, only for bringing friends thither. At that very 
time, while they were perfecuting friends in this barbarous manner, 
the Indians flew threefcore of their men, took one of their captains, 
and flayed the fkin off his head, while he was alive, and carried it 
away in triumph: fo that the fober people faid, “ The judgments of © 
“© God came upon them for perfecuting the Quakers :” but the blind 


dark priefts faid, ‘* It was becaufe they did not perfecute them 


Kingfton, 
Bucks. 


Amerfham. 
Hangerhill. 
Jordans. 
Hedgerly, 
Wickham, 
‘Turvil-heath. 
Hungerhill, 


“‘ enough.” Great exercife I had in feeking relief here for poor 
fuffering friends there, that they might not lie under the rod of the 
wicked. 
Upon this and other fervices for truth I ftaid in London a month 
or five weeks, vifiting meetings, and helping and encouraging friends 
to labour for the deliverance of their fuffering brethren in other 
parts. Afterwards I went to Kingfton, and vifited friends there and 
thereaway. Having ftaid a little among friends there, overlooking a — 
book which I had then ready to go to the prefs, I went into Buck- 
inghamfhire, vifiting friends, and had feveral meetings amongft 
them. at Amerfham, Hungerhill, Jordans, Hedgerly, Wickham, 
and Turvil-heath. In -fome of which, thofe that were gone out 
from the unity of friends in truth, into ftrife, oppofition, and divi- 
fion, were very. unruly and troublefome; particularly at the men’s 
meeting at Thomas Ellwood’s at Hungerhill, where the chief of 
them came from Wickham, endeavouring to make difturbance, and 
to hinder friends from proceeding in the bufinefs of the meeting. 
When I faw their defign, I admonifhed them to be fober and quiet, 
and not trouble the meeting, by interrupting the fervice thereof; but 
rather, if they were diffatisfied with friends proceedings, and had 
any thing to object, let a meeting be appointed on purpofe fome 
other day. So friends offered to give them a meeting another‘day ; 
which at length was agreed to be at Thomas Ellwood’s the week 
following. . Accordingly friends met them there, and the meeting 
was in the barn; for there came fo many, the houfe could not receive 
them. After we had fate a while, they began their jangling. Moft 
of their arrows were fhot at me; but the Lord was with me, and 
gave me ftrength in his power to caft back their darts of envy and 
falfhood upon themfelves. Their objections were anfwered; things 
were opened to the people; and a good opportunity it was, and fer- 
viceable to the truth; many that before were weak were now 
ftrengthened and confirmed; fome that were doubting and wavering 


were 
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were fatisfied and fettled; and faithful friends were refrefhed and 1677- 
comforted in the {pringing of life amongft us: for the power rofe, 
and life fprung, and in the arifings thereof many living teftimonies 
were borne againft that wicked, dividing, rending {pirit, which 
thofe oppofers were joined to and acted by: and the meeting ended 
to the fatisfaction of friends. That night I lodged, with other friends, 
at Thomas Ellwood’s; and the fame week I had a meeting again 
with thofe oppofers at Wickham, where they again fhewed their wickham 
envy, and were made manifeft to the upright-hearted. 
After I had vifited friends in that upper fide of Buckinghamfhire, 
I called at Henley in Oxfordfhire, and went by Caufham to Read- oxforamire. 
ing, where I was at meeting on firft day, and in the evening had a Henley. 
large meeting with friends. Next day there being another meeting ,°°y. 
about fettling a women’s meeting, fome of thofe that had let in the | 
{pirit of divition fell into jangling, and were diforderly for a while, 
till the weight of truth brought them down. After this I paffed on, 
vifiting friends, and having meetings in feveral places, through 
Berkfhire and Wiltfhire, till 1 came to Briftol, which was on the perkwhire, 
24th day of the 11th month, juft before the fair. | Wilthire, 
I ftaid at Briftol the time of the fair, and fome time after. Many 2° 
fweet and precious meetings we had; many friends being there 
from feveral parts of the nation, fome on account of trade, and 
fome in the fervice of truth. Great was the love and unity of 
friends that abode faithful in the truth, though fome, who were 
gone out of the holy unity, and were run into itrife, divifion, and 
enmity, were rude and abufive, and behaved themfelves in a very 
-unchriftian manner towards me. But the Lord’s power was over all ; 
by which being preferved in the heavenly patience, which can bear 
injuries for his name’s fake, I felt dominion therein over the rough, 
rude, and unruly fpirits; and left them to the Lord, who knew my 
innocency, and would plead my caufe.. The more thefe laboured 
to reproach and vilify me, the more did the love of friends, that were 
fincere and upright-hearted, abound towards me; and fome, that 
had been betrayed by the adverfaries, feeing their envy and rude be- 
haviour, broke off from them ; who have caufe to blefs the Lord for 
their deliverance. . 
When I left Briftol, I went with Richard Snead to a houfe of 
his in the country, and from thence to Hezekiah Coale’s at Win- Glouceftet- 
terburn in Gloucefterfhire, whither came feveral friends that ae fv 
were under great fufferings for truth’s fake, whom I had invited ses 
to meet me there. Stephen Smith, Richard Snead, and I, drew up 
a breviate of their fufferings, fetting forth the illegal proceedings 
again{t them ; which was delivered to the judges at the aflizes at 
Gloucefter ; and they promifed to put a ftop to thofe illegal proceed- 
ings. Next day we pafled to Sudbury, and had a large meeting in guabury. 
the meeting-houfe, which at that time was of very good fervice. We 
went next day to Nathaniel Crips’s at Tedbury, and from thence to Tedbary. 
Nailfworth ; where on firft day we had a brave meeting, and large. Nailfworth. 
From thence we went to the quarterly meeting at Finchcomb, where Finchcomb. 
were feveral of the oppofite fpirit, who (it was thought) intended 
to have made difturbance amongft friends ; but the Lord’s power was 
over, 


Hungethill. 


ading. 
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1677. over, and kept them down, and good fervice for the Lord we had at 
that meeting. We returned from Finchcomb to Nailfworth, and 
had another very precious meeting there, to which friends came from 
the feveral meetings thereabouts ; which made it very large alfo. 
We went from Nailfworth the firft of the firft month 1677-8, and _ 
Cirencefter. travelled, vifiting friends, and having many meetings at Cirencefter, 
peaoheie, = Crown-Allins, Cheltenham, Stoke-Orchard, Tewkfbury, &c. fo 
Stoke-Orcht went to Worcefter, where I had formerly fuffered imprifonment 
Tewkfbury. above a year for the truth’s fake; and friends rejoiced greatly to 
Worcefter. 3 3 ; 
fee me there again. Here I ftaid feveral days, and had many. 
very precious meetings in the city, and much fervice amongft 
Perthore. friends. After which, I had meetings at Perfhore and Evetham 
Warwickth. then ftruck to Ragley in Warwickthire, to vifit the lady Con- 
Ragley, way, who I underftood was very defirous to fee me, and whom I 
found tender and loving, and willing to have detained me longer than 
I had freedom to ftay. About two miles from hence I had two 
meetings at a friend’s houfe, whofe name was John Stanley, whither. 
Fiatford. William Dewfberry came, and ftaid with me about half a day. I 
Acnicot,  Vifited friends in their meetings at Stratford, Lamcoat, and Armfcott 
(from whence I was fent prifoner to Worcefter in the year 1673) | 
Oxfordihire. and thence paffed into Oxfordfhire, vifiting friends, and having 
Sibberd’ meetings at Sibbard, North-Newton, Banbury, Adderbury, &e. 
a Then vifiting friends through Buckinghamfhire, at Long-Crendon, 
habe. wary! Ilmer, Mendle,. Wefton, Cholfberry, Chefham, é&c. I came to 
Bucking-  Tfaac Penington’s, where I ftaid a few days; then turning into 
hamfbire.  Hertfordfhire, vifited friends at Charlewood, Watford, Hempftead, 


Nazlfworth. 


Long Cren- . A Z 
rei and Market-ftreet, at which places I had meetings with friends. — 
i ere From Market-ftreet I went in the morning to Luton in Bedfordfhire, 


Welton. . to fee John Crook, with whom I {pent good part of the day, and 
Cholfberry. went towards evening to Alban’s, where I lay that night at an inn. 
ow And vyifiting friends at South-Mims, Barnet, and Hendon, where I 
Charlewood. had meetings, I came to London the eighth of the third month. It 
ace : being the fourth day, I went to Gracechurch-ftreet meeting, which 
Malet freet. Was peaceable and well; many friends, not knowing I was come to 


Bedfordhire. town, were very joyful to fee me there, and the Lord was prefent 


wis with us, refrefhing us with his living virtue; blefled be his holy 
South Mims, name ! , 
tad The parliament was fitting when I came to town, and friends 


having laid their fufferings before them, were waiting on them for 
relief againft the laws made againft Popith recufants, which they 
knew we were not; though fome malicious magiftrates took advan- 
tage to profecute us in feveral parts of the nation upon thofe ftatutes. - 
Friends being attending that fervice, when I came, I joined them 
therein; and fome probability there was that fomething might have 
been ‘obtained towards friends eafe and relief in that cafe, many of 
the parliament-men being tender and loving towards us, as believing 
‘we were much mifreprefented by our adverfaries. ‘ But when I went 
one morning with George Whitehead to the parliament-houfe, to 
attend them on friends behalf, on a fudden they were prorogued, 
‘though but for a fhort time. ) ponies al ' 
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_ About two weeks after I camie to London the yearly meeting be-  1677- 
gan, to which friends came out of moft parts of the nation, and ap soaoy, 
glorious heavenly meeting we had. Oh the glory, majefty, love, Yearly meet- 
life, wifdom and unity, that was amongft us! The power reigned’"® 
over all; and many teftimonies were borne therein againft that un- 

godly {pirit which fought to make rents and divifions amongft the 
Lord’s people; but not one mouth was opened amongft us in its de- 

fence, or on its behalf. Good and comfortable accounts alfo we 

had, for the moft part, from friends in other countries; of which I 

find a brief account in a letter which foon after I wrote to my wife, 

the copy whereof here follows : 


> * Dear Heart; 
‘ 2 ie whom is my love in the everlafting Seed of life, that reigns 
é over all. Great meetings here have: been, and the .Lord’s 
* power hath been ftirring through all, the like hath not been. 
‘ "Phe Lord hath in his power knit friends wonderfully together, 
« and his glorious prefence did appear among friends. And now the 
* meetings are over (bleffed be the Lord!) in quietnefs and peace. 
‘ From Holland [ hear that things are well there. Some friends 
« are gone that way, to be at the yearly meeting at Amfterdam. At 
* Embden, friends that were banifhed are got into the city again: 
« At Dantzick, friends are in prifon, and the magiftrates threatened 
¢ them with harder imprifonment; but the next day the Lutherans 
« rofe, and plucked down or defaced the Popifh monaftery, fo they 
« have work enough themfelves. The king of Poland did receivé 
© my letter, and read it himfelf; and friends have fince printed it in 
« High Dutch. By letters from the half-yearly meeting in Ireland I 
* hear they are all in love there. At Barbadoes friends are in quiet- 
« nefs, and their meetings fettled in peace. At Antigua alfo and 
« Nevis truth profpers, and friends have their meetings orderly and 
¢ well. Likewife in New England, and other places, things: con» 
« cerning truth and friends are well; and in thofe places the men’s 
« and women’s meetings are fettled; bleffed be the Lord! So keep in 
* God’s power and Seed, that is over all, in whom ye all have life 
* and falvation ; for the Lord reigns over all, in his glory, and. in 
« his kingdom; glory to his name for ever, Amen! So in hatte, 
* with my love to you all, and to all friends. | es 
‘ London, the 26th of the 
‘ 3d month, 1678.’ 


eich The letter to the king of Poland, before-mentioned, is as fol= 
Be RE 


© To Johannes IIL. king’ of Poland, &c. 


‘ Oking! | 
biag We. defire thy profperity both in ‘this life and that which is to 
“ come, And we detlire that we may have our Chriftian li- - 
* berty to ferve and worfhip God under thy dominion: for our prin- 
- 4 , ye ‘ eiple, 
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ciple leads us not to do any thing prejudicial to the king or his 
people. We are a people that exercife a good confcience towards 
God through his. Holy Spirit, and in it do ferve, worfhip, and ho- 
nour him; and towards men, in the things that are equal and 
juft, doing to them as we would have them do unto us; looking - 
unto Jefus, who is the author and finither of our faith ; which 
faith purifies our hearts, and brings us to have accefs to God; 
without which we cannot pleafe him: by which faith all the juft . 
live, as the {cripture declares. ‘That which we defire of thee, O 
king, is, that we may have the liberty of our confciences to ferve 
and worfhip God, and to pray unto him in our meetings together 
in the name of Jefus, as he commands; with a promife that he 
will be in the midft of them. The king, we hope, cannot but 
fay that this duty and fervice is due to God and Chyift ; and we give 
Cefar his due, and pay our tribute and cuftom equal with our 
neighbour, according to our proportion. We never read in all the 
{criptures of the New Teftament, that ever Chrift or his difciples 
did banith or imprifon any that were not of their faith or religion, 
and would not hear them, or gave any fuch command; but, on 
the contrary, let the tares and the wheat grow together till the 
harveft, and the harveft is the end of the world.’ Then Chrift 
will fend his angels to fever the wheat from the tares. He rebuked 
fuch as would have had fire from heaven to confume thofe that 
would not receive Chrift; and told them they did not know what 
fpirit they were of ; he came not to deftroy men’s lives, but to fave 
them.’ 

‘ We defire the king to.confider how much perfecution has been 
in Chriftendom, fince the apoftles days, concerning religion. 
Chrift faid, They fhould go into everlafting punifhment that did 
not vifit him im prifon ; then what will become of them that im- 
prifon him in his members, where he is manifeft ? None can fay 
the world is ended; therefore how will Chriftendom anfwer the 
dreadful and terrible God at his day of judgment, that have perfe- 
cuted one another about religion before the end of the world, un- 
der a pretence of plucking up tares ; which is not their work, but 
the angels at the end of the world? Chrift commands men to love 
one another, and to love enemies; and by this they fhould be 
known to be his difciples. O that all Chriftendom had lived in 
peace and unity, that they might by their moderation have judged 
both Turks and Jews : and let all have their liberty, that own God 
and Chrift Jefus, and walk as becomes the glorious gofpel of the 
Lord Jefus Chrift. Our defires are, that the Lord God of heaven 


“may foften the king’s heart to all tender confciences that fear the 


Lord, and are afraid of difobeying him. ee 

‘ We intreat the king to read fome of the noble expreffidns of feveral 
kings, and others, concerning liberty of confcience ; and efpecially 
Stephanus king of Poland’s fayings, viz. ‘ It belongeth not to me 


** to reform the confciences: I have always gladly given that over to. - 
‘“* God which belongeth to him; and fo fhall I do now, and alfo 
*« for the future. I will fuffer the weeds to grow till the time of 
«« harveft, for I know that the number of believers are but {mall : 


«* therefore,” 


GEORGE FOX’s JOURNAL. ey, 
‘«« therefore,” faid he, when fome were proceeding in perfecution, . 1678. 
«« Tam king of the people, not of their confciences.” He alfo af- -74y 
‘ firmed, that “‘ religion was not to be planted with fire and fword.” 
‘ Chron. Liberty of Religion, Part 2. 
* Alfo a book wrote in French by W. M. anno 1576. hath this 
« fentence, viz. ‘* Thofe princes that have ruled by gentlenefs and 
«* clemency added to juttice, and have exercifed moderation and 
«« meeknefs towards their fubjects, always profpered and reigned 
«« Jong; but, on the contrary, thofe princes that have been cruel, 
-** unjuft, prejudiced, and oppreffors of their fubjedts, have foon 
fallen, they and their eftates, into danger, or total ruin.” _ 
* Veritus faith, <* Seeing Chrift is a Lamb, whom you profefs to 
«© be your head and captain, then it behoveth you to be fheep, and 
. * to ufe the fame weapons which he made ufe of: for he will.not 
«< be a fhepherd of wolves and wild beafts, but only of fheep. 
-«* Wherefore, if you lofe the nature of fheep,” faid he, ‘* and be 
«¢ changed into wolves and wild beafts, and ufe flethly weapons, then 
¢* will you exclude yourfelves out of his calling, and forfake his 
‘** banner; and then will not he be your captain,” &c. 
« Alfo we find it afferted by king James, in his fpeech to the par- 
‘« liament, in the year 1609, ‘“‘ That it is a pure rule in divinity, 
«< that God never planted his church with violence of blood.” And 
« further he faid, ** It was ufually the condition of Chriftians to be 
< perfecuted, but not to perfecute.” 
‘ King Charles, in his ‘Emey BaotAixn, pag. 61. faid in his prayer 
to God, “ Thou feeft how much cruelty amongft Chriftians is acted 
“under the colour of religion; as if we could not be chriftians 
* unlefs we crucified one another.” 

« Pag. 28. ** Make them at length ferioufly to confider, that no- 
thing violent nor injurious can be religious.” 
‘ Pag. 70. “ Nor is it fo proper to hew out religious reformation 
by the fword, as to polifh them by fair and equal difputations, 
among thofe that are moft concerned in the differences, whom 
not force but reafon muft convince.” 
« Pag. 66. Take heed that outward circumftances and formalities 
- € in religion devour not at all.” 
~ © Pag. gt, 92. * In point of true confcientious tendernefs I have 
fo often declared, how little I defire my laws and {cepter fhould 
« intrench on God’s. fovereignty, who is the only king of con- 
“¢ {clence.” 
~ « Pag. 123. “ Nor do I defire any man fhould be further fubject 
~~ unto me, than all of us may be fubject unto God.” 

* Pag, 200. ‘O thou Sovereign of our fouls, the only commander 
“© of our confciences !” 

_€ Pag. 346. (In his Meditations on Death) <‘ It is indeed a fad 
_ © eftate, to have his enemies to be his accufers, parties, and judges.” 
_ .* The prince of Orange teftified, Anno 1579, ‘* That it was 
<¢ impoffible the Land fhould be kept in peace, except there was a 
“«« free toleration in the exercife of religion.” 

«* Where haft thou read in thy day (faid Menno) in the writings 
‘© of the apoftles, that Chrift or the apoftles ever cried out to the 
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« magiftrate for their power againft them that would not hear their 
«© doétrine, nor obey their words? I know certainly (faid he) that 
‘ where a magiftrate fhall banifh with the fword, there is not the 
‘ right knowledge, fpiritual word, nor church of Chrift; it 1s, In- 
«© yocare brachium feculare (to invoke the fecular arm).” 

<¢ Tt is not Chriftian-like, but tyrannical (faid D. Philipfon) to 
‘¢ banifh and perfecute people about faith and religion; and they 
«< that do fo are certainly of the Pharifaical generation, who re- 
*« fifted the Holy Ghoft.” 

« Erafmus faid, «*« Though they take our monies and goods, they 
«© cannot therefore hurt our falvation: they afflict us much with prifons, 
‘«¢ but they do not thereby feparate us from God.” In de Krydges 
« wrede, fol. 63. 

« Lucernus faid, “« He that commandeth any thing wherewith he 

«« bindeth the confcience, this is an antichrift.” In de Bemife Difp. 
“f0le7 1. 
Kir Beans affirmed, ‘“‘ That all forcing of confcience, though it 
was but a forbidding of the exercife which is efteemed by one or 
<¢ another to be neceflary to falvation, is in no-wife right nor fit- 
“ting.” * He alfo affirmed, ‘‘ That through the diverfity of reli- 
‘*< gions the kingdom fhould not be brought into any difturbance.” 

‘ Conftantius the emperor faid, ‘‘ It was enough that he pre- 
<« ferved the unity of the faith, that he might be excufeable before 
‘© the judgment-feat of God; and that he would leave every one to 
his own underftanding, according to the account he will give be- 
«« fore the judgment-feat of Chrift. Hereto may we ftir up people 
(faid he) not compel them; befeech them to come into the unity © 
of the Chriftians, but to do violence to them, we will not in any- 
“ wife.” * Sebaft. Frank. Chron. fol. 127. 

« Auguftinus faid, ** Some difturbed the peace of the church, 
«« while they went about to root out the tares before their time ; 
«* and through this error of blindnefs are they themfelves feparated 
‘s fo much the more from being united unto Chrift.” - 

‘ Retnaldus teftified, ‘* ‘That he, who with imprifoning and per- 
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“ fecuting feeketh to fpread the gofpel, and greafeth his hands with 


** blood, thall much rather be looked upon for a wild hunter, than 
“* a preacher or a defender of the Chriftian religion.” 
* Thave for a long feafon determined (faid Henry 1V. king of . 
France, in -his fpeech to the parliament 1599) to reform the 
church, which without peace I cannot do: and it is impoffible to 
reform or convert people by violence. Iam king, as a thepherd, 
“* and will not fhed the blood of my fheep; but wil] gather them 
«« through the mildnefs and goodnefs of a king, and not through 
the power of tyranny: and I will give them that are of the re-~ 
formed religion, right liberty to live and dwell free, without be- 
ing examined, perplexed, molefted, or compelled to any thing, 
contrary to their-confciences ; for they fhall have the free exercife 
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*° of their religion,” © &c. [Vid. Chron. Van de Underg. 2 deel, 
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* Ennius faid, “ Wifdom is driven out, when the matter is aged 
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** by force. And therefore the beft of men, and moft glorious of ah Se 


** princes, were always ready to give toleration.” 

«Eufebius, in his Second book of the life of Conftantine, reports 
« thefe words of the emperor: «* Let them which err with joy re- 
** ceive the like fruition of peace and quietnefs with the faithful, 

“« fith the reftoring of communication and fociety ‘may bring them 
_ * into the right way of truth: let none give moleftation to any; let 
«* every one do as he determines in his mind. -And indeed there is 
“« great reafon for princes to give toleration to difagreeing perfons, 
«© whofe opinions cannot by fair means be altered: for if the per- 
“* fons be confident, they will ferve God according to their perfua- 
*« fions; and if they be publickly prohibited, they will privately 
“* convene ; and then all thofe inconveniencies and mifchiefs, which 
‘* are arguments again{t the permiflion of conventicles, are argu- 
** ments for the publick permiffion of differing religions, &c, they 
‘* being reftrained and made miferable, endears the difcontented 
«* perfons mutually, and makes more hearty and dangerous confer 
<¢ derations.” : 
_ “The like counfel in the divifions of Germany, at the firft re- 
*« formation, was thought reafonable by the emperor Ferdinand and 
«« his excellent fon Maximilian; for they had obferved, that vio- 
«* lence did exafperate, was unbleft, unfuccefsful, and unreafonable,; 
«< and therefore they made decrees of toleration.” 

«< The duke of Savoy, repenting of his war undertaken for reli- 
<* gion againft the Piedmontefe, promifed them toleration ; and was 
<< as good as his word.” a 

‘ It is remarkable, that till the time of Juftinian the emperor, 
‘ Anno Domini 525. ‘“< the Catholicks and Novatians had churches 
<< indifferently permitted, even in Rome itfelf.” 

<< And Paul preached the kingdom of God, teaching thofe things 
*« which concerned the Lord Jefus Chrift, with all confidence, and 
“no man forbad him; and this he did for the {pace of two years 
«« in his own hired houfe at Rome, and received all that came to 
‘ bim.: if 

‘ Now, O king, feeing thefe noble teftimonies concerning liberty 
* of confcience of kings, emperors, and others, and the liberty that 
* Paul had at Rome in the days of the heathen emperor, our defire 
* is, that we may have the fame liberty at Dantzick to meet toge- 
*« ther in our own hired houfes, which cannot be any prejudice either 

* to the king or the city of Dantzick, for us to mect together to 
‘ wait upon the Lord, and pray unto him, and to ferve and worthip 
* him in Spirit and truth in our own hired houfes ; feeing our prin- 

_£ ciple leads us to hurt no man, but to love our enemies, and to pray 
‘ for them, yea, them that perfecuteus. Therefore; O king, con- 

-* fider, andthe city of Dantzick, would you not think it hard for 

_* others to force you from your religion.to another, contrary to your 

-€ confciences? And if it be fo, that you would think it hard to you, 
* then “do you unto others as you would have them do unto you,” do 
* not you that unto others which you would not have men do unto 
« you; for that is the royal.law, which ought to be obeyed. ane 
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1678. ¢ fo in love to thy immortal foul, and for thy eternal good, this is 


London. 


wea 


* written. ae 
vF 3 ea 
‘POS TSECRIP'T. B fis 
«¢ Bleffed be the merciful, for they fhall obtain mercy.” « And 
remember, O king, Juftin Martyr’s two apologies to the Roman 
emperors, in the defence of the perfecuted Chriftians, and that 
notable apology which was written by Tertullian upon the fame 
fubje@ ; which are not only for the Chriftian religion, but againit 
all perfecution for religion.’ 4 
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* Dear Peter Hendricks, John Claus, J. Rawlins, and all the refit 
‘ of friends in Amfterdam, Friefland, and Rotterdam, to whom 
* is my love in the Seed of life that is over all ; 
5 pete i your letter, with a letter from Dantzick: I have 
‘written fomething directed to you, to the king of Poland, which 
you may tranflate into High Dutch, -and fend it to friends there, to 
give it to the king; or you may print it, after it be delivered in 
manufcript, which may be ferviceable to other princes. So in 
hafte, with my love.. The Lord God Almighty over all give you 
dominion in his eternal power, and in it over all preferve you, 
and keep you to his glory, that you may anfwer that of God in 
all people! Amen. Bai 
‘€ London, the 13th of “~ *-© GEORGE Fox. 
~€ gth month, 1677.’ | 
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I continued yet in and about London fome weeks, the parliament 

fitting again, and friends attending to get fome-redrefs of our fuf- 
‘ferings, which about this time were very great and heavy upon many ~ 
friends in divers parts of the nation; they being very unduly pro- 
‘fecuted upon the ftatutes made againft popifh recufants ;- though our 
~perfecutors could not but know friends were utterly againft popery, 
‘having borne teftimony againft it in word and writing, and fuffered 
‘under it. But though many of the members of parliament in either 
houfe were kind to friends, and willing to have done fomething for 
‘their eafe; yet having much bufinefs, they were hindered from do- 
“ing the good they would, fo that the fufferings upon friends were 
‘eontinued. 

But‘ that which added much to the grief and exercife of friends 
“was, that fome, who made profeffion of the fame truth with us, 
“being gone from the io apie: of the gofpel into flefhly liberty, and 
‘labouring ‘to draw others after them, did oppofe the order and 
“difcipline which God by his power had fet up and eftablifhed in 
“his church ; and made a great noife and clamour again{t prefcrip- 
“tions ; whereby they eafily drew after them fuch as were loofely in- 
“elined, and defired a broader way than the path of truth to walk 
“in. « Some alfo, that were more fimple, but young in truth, or weak 
“in judgment, were apt to be betrayed by them, not knowing the 
“depths of Satan in thefe wiles: for whofe fake I was moved to write 
“the following paper, for the undeceiving the deceived, and opening 
~ the underftandings of the weak in this matter : a0 e 
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EL that deny prefcriptions without diftinGion, may as well 


and Spirit of God, For do they not prefcribe how men fhould 
walk towards God and man, both in the Old Teftament and in the 
New? Yea, from the very firft promife of Chrift in Genefis, what 
people ought to believe and truft in; andall along; till ye cometo 
the prophets? Did not the Lord prefcribe to his people by the fa- 
thers, and then by his prophets? Did he not prefcribe to the 
people how they fhould walk, though they turned againft the pro- 
phets in the old covenant for declaring or prefcribing to them the 
way how they might walk to pleafe God, and keep in favour with 
himé#? In the days of Chrift, did he not prefcribe and teach how 
people fhould walk and believe? And after him, did not the apoftles 
prefcribe unto people how they might come to believe, and receive 
the gofpel and the kingdom of God, directing unto that which 
would give them the knowledge of God, and how they fhould 
walk in the new covenant in the days of the gofpel, and by what 
way they fhould come to the holy city? And did not the apoftles 
fend forth their decrees by faithful chofen men (that had hazarded 
their lives for Chrift’s fake) to tHe churches, by which they were 
eftablifhed? So you, that deny prefcriptions given forth by the 
power and Spirit of God, do thereby oppofe the Spirit that gave 
them forth in all the holy men of God. Were there not fome all 
along in the days of Mofes, in the days of the prophets, in the 
days of Chrift, and in the days of his apoftles, who did withftand 
that which they gave forth from the Spirit of God? And hath 
there not been the like fince the days of the apoftles?. How 
many have rifen, fince truth appeared, to oppofe the order which 
ftands in the power and Spirit of God? who are but in the fame 
fpirit which hath oppofed the Spirit of God all along from the 
beginning. See what names or titles the Spirit of God gave that 
oppofing fpirit in the old covenant, and alfoin the new; which is 
the fame now; for after the Lord had given forth the old covenant, 
there were fome among themfelves that did oppofe; which were 
worfe than publick enemies. And likewife in the days of the new 
covenant, in the gofpel-times, you may fee what fort oppofed. 
Chrift and the apoftles, after they came to fome fight of the truth; 
and how they turned againft Chrift and his apoftles? See what 
liberty they pleaded for and ran into in the apoftles days, who could 
not abide the crofs, the yoke of Jefus. We fee the fame rough and 
high fpirit cries now for liberty (which the power and Spirit of 
Chrift cannot give) and cries, ‘* Impofition,” yet is impofing ; 
eries, “‘ Liberty of confcience,” and yet is oppofing liberty of 
confcience ; cries againft prefcriptions, and yet 1s prefcribing both 
in words and writing. So with the everlafting power and Spirit 
of God this fpirit is fathomed, its rife, beginning, and end; and 
itis judged. This {pirit cries, “ We mutt not judge confcience, 
** we muit not judge matters of faith, we muft not judge {pirits, 
«* nor religions,” &c. Yes: they that are in the pure Spirit and 
‘ power of God, which the apoftles were in, judge of confci- 
< ence, whether it be a feared confcience, or a tender confcience ; 
65 « they 
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GEORGE FOX's JOURNAL. 
they judge of faith, whether it be a dead one, or a living one; _ 
they judge of religion, whether it be vain, or pure and undefiled ¢ 
they judge of fpirits, and try them, whether they be of God, or 
no; they judge of hope, whether it be that of hypocrites, or the . 
true hope that purifies, even as God is pure; they judge of belief, _ 
whether it be that which is born of God, and overcometh the .. 
world, or that which runs into the fpirit of the world, which lufts — 


to envy,.and doth not overcome the world; they judge of Ls ; } 
fhips, whether they be will-worfhips, and the worfhip of the beat. 


and dragon, or the worfhip of God in Spirit and in truth ; theyjudge 
of angels, whether they be fallen, or thofe that keep their habitation; Y 
they judge the world, that grieves and quenches the Spirit, hates Gs 
the ight, turns the grace of God into wantonnefs, and refifts the 
Holy Ghoft. They judge of the hearts, ears, and lips, which are_ 
circumcifed, and which are uncircumcifed. They judge of minifters, 
apoftles, and meffengers, whether they be of Satan or of Chrift: 
judge of differences in outward things, in the church or elfewhere ; 
yea, the leaft member of the church hath power to judge of fuch 
things, having the one true meafure and true weight to weigh 
things and meafure things withal, without refpect to perfons, 
This judgment is given, and all thefe things are done by the fame 
power and Spirit the apoftles were in. Such alfo can judge of 
election and reprobation ; and who keep their habitation, and who | 
not ; who are Jews, and who are of the fynagogue of Satan; who 
are in the doGtrine of Chrift, and who are in the doétrines of | 
devils; who prefcribes and declares things from the power and 
Spirit of God, to preferve all in the power and Spirit of God, 
and who prefcribes and declares things from a loofe fpirit, to let 
all loofe from under the yoke of Chrift, the power of God, into 
loofenefs and liberty. . Thefe likewife can judge and difcern who | 
brings people into the pofieffion of the gofpel of light and life, . 
over death and darknefs, and into the truth where the devil cannot 
get in; and who brings them into the poffeflion of death and dark- 
nefs, out of the glorious liberty of the gofpel, and of Jefus Chrift, 
his faith, truth, Spirit, light, and grace. For there is no true 
liberty but,in that; and that liberty anfwers the grace, the truth, 
the light, the Spirit, the faith, the gofpel of Chrift in every man 


-and woman, and is the yoke to the contrary in every man and 


woman. ‘That makes it rage, and fwell, and puff up; for that is. 
reftlefs, unruly, out of patience, and ready to curfe ti, God, and 
that which reigns over him becaufe it hath not its will. It works 
with all fubtilty and evafion with its reftlefs fpirit, to get in and 
defile the minds of the fimple, and to make rapes upon the virgin 
minds... But as they receive the heavenly wifdom, by which all 
things were made (which wifdom, is above that fpirit) through 
this wifdom they will be preferved over that fpirit. And Chrift 
hath given judgment to his faints in his church, though he be 


judge of all; and the faints, in the power and Spirit of God, had — 


and have power to judge of words and manners, of lives and con-— 


_verfations, growths, and ftates, from a child to a father in: the 


truth ; and to whom they are a favour of death, and to whom 
they are a favour of life; and who ferve the Lord Jefus Chritt, 


‘ and 
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and preach him, and who preach themfelves, and ferve them: 1678. 
felves ; and who talk of the light, of faith, of the gofpel, of aoe 


hope, of grace, and preach fuch things ; yet in their works and 
lives deny them all, and God and Chrilt, and preach up liberty, 
from that in themfelves to that in others, which fhould be under 
the yoke and crofs of Chrift,; the power of God. So the faints in 
the power and {pirit of Chrift can difcern and diftinguith who ferves 
God and Chrift, and who ferves him not ; and can put a diftin@ion 
between the prophane and the holy. But fuch as have loft their 
eye-falve, and their fight is grown dim, lofe this judgment, dif- 
cerning, and diftinétion in the church of Chrift; and fuch come 
to be {fpewed out of Chrift’s mouth, except they repent: and if 
not, they come to corrupt the earth, and burden it, that it vomits 
them out of it. . Therefore all are exhorted to keep in the power 
and Spirit of Chrift Jefus, in the Word of life and the wifdom of 
God (which is above that which is below) in which they may 
a: their heavenly underftandings and heavenly difcernings ; and 
fo fet the heavenly {piritual judgment over that which is for jude~ 
ment, which difhonours God; which leads into loofe and falfe 
liberty; out of the unity which ftands in the heavenly Spitit, 
which brings to be conformable to the image of the Son of God, 
and his gofpel, the power of God (which was before the devil was) 
and his truth (which the devil is out of) in which all are of one 
mind, heart, and foul, and come to drink into one Spirit; being 
baptized into one Spirit, and fo into one body, which Chrift is 


the head of; and fo keep one fellowfhip in the Spirit, and unity — 


in the Spirit, which is'the bond of peace, the Prince of princes 
peace. And thofe that cry fo much againft judging, and are afraid 
of judgment, whether they be apoftates, profeffors, or prophane, are 
the moft judging with the cenforious falfe fpirits and judgment ; 


yet cannot bear the true judgment of the Spirit of God, nor ftand in 


his judgment. ‘This hath been manifeft from the beginning, they 
having the falfe meafures and the falfe weights: fornone have the 
true meafure and the true weight, but who keep in the light, 
power, and Spirit of Chrift. There is a loofe {pirit that cries for 
liberty, and againft prefcriptions; yet is prefcribing ways, both 
by words and writings. The fame {pirit cries againft judging, and 


« would not be judged, yet is judging with a wrong {pirit. This 
«is given forth in reproof to that {pirit. 


: ‘* London, the gth of the 


‘Gok: 
~~ € 4th month, 1678.’ 
“When I had finithed what fervice I had for the Lord at this time 


here, I went towards Hertford, vifiting friends, and having feveral Hertford. 
meetings in the way. At Hertford I ftaid feveral days, having much 
fervice for the Lord there; both amongft friends in their meetings, 
and in conferences with fuch as, having let in evil furmifings and 
jealoufies concerning friends, ftood in oppofition to the order of 
truth ; ‘and in anfwering fome books written againft truth and friends. 


While 
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While I was here, it came upon me to write a few lines, and fend 
them abroad amongft friends, as followeth : 


* Dear friends, . EK 
« ¥ ET thétholy Seed of life reign over death arid the unholy feed 
‘ in youall; that in the holy Seed of the kingdom ye may all 
‘ feel the everlafting holy peace with God, through Chrift Jefus your 
‘ Saviour, and fit down in him, your life and glorious reft, the holy 
‘ rock and foundation, that ftandeth fure over all from everlafting 
‘ to everlafting, in whom all the fulnefs of bleffednefs is ; fo that 
‘ ye may glory in him that liveth for evermore, Amen! who is 
« your eternal joy, life, and happinefs, through whom you have 
‘ peace with God. This holy Seed bruifeth the head of the fer- 
‘ pent, and will outlive all his wrath, malice, and envy; who was 
‘« before he and it was,. and remains when he and it is gone into the 
‘ fire that burns with brimftone. The Seed Chrift will reign; and 
‘ fo’ will ye, as ye live and walk in him, fit down in Chrift, and 
* build up one another in the love of God.. | 8 * 
© Hertford, the 1oth of the 
¢ sth month, 1678.’ 


_ Next day a frefh exercife came upon me, with ref{pect to thofe un- 
ruly and diforderly {pirits which were gone out from us, and were 
labouring to draw others» after them into a falfe liberty. In the 
fenfe.I had of the hurt and mifchief thefe might do, where they 
were given way to, I was moved to write a few lines to warn friends 

of them, as followeth: ae 


‘. All friends, . ahs ; 
| Goes in the tender life of the Lamb, over that unruly, puffed 
up and {welling f{pirit, whofe work is for ftrife; contention, 
and divifion, drawing into loofenefs and falfe liberty, under’a pre- 
tence of confcience, and endangers the fpoiling of youth. Thofe 
that encourage them will be guilty of their deftru€tion, and fet up 
a fturdy will, inftead of confcience, in their rage and paffien ; which 
will quench the univerfal Spirit in themfelves, and in every man 
and woman ; and fo that Spirit fhall not have liberty in themfelves, 
nor in others; thus they fhut up the kingdom of heaven in them- 
felves, and alfo in others. So a loofe {pirit getting up under a 
pretence of liberty of confcience, or aftubborn will, making pto- ~ 
feffion of the words of truth in a form without power, all loofe- 
nefs and vilenefs will be fheltered and covered under this pretence, 
which. is for eternal judgment: for that doth difhonour God. 
Therefore keep to the tender Spirit of God in all humility, that in 
it you may know that ye are all members of one. another, and all 
have an office in the church of Chrift. . All thefe living members 
know one another in the Spirit, and not in the flefh. So here is 
no man ruling over. the woman, as Adam did over Eve in the fall ; 


— © but Chrift, the {piritual man, among and over his fpiritual mem 
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‘ bers, which are edified in the heavenly love that is thed in their 1678. 
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‘ heart from God; where all ftrife ceafes. Houed 


; “Gi FY’ 
‘ Hertford, the 11th of the 


« sth month, 1678.’ 53 


_ I went from Hertford to a:meeting at Rabley Heath, and thence Rabley- 
to Edward Crouch’s of Stevenage. Next day I went’ to Baldock, fea 
where I had a meeting that evening, and after had meetings at Baldock. ; 
Hitchin and Afhwell, Then paffing through part of Bedfordthire, Hitchin 
where I had a meeting’ or two, I went to Huntingdon, in which Heth 
county I ftaid feveral days, having many meetings, and much fer- Huntingdon. 
vice amongft friends; labouring to convince gainfayers, and to con- 
firm and ftrengthen friends in the way and work of the Lord. At 
Ives in Huntingdonfhire George Whitehead came to me, and tra- Ives. 
velled with me in the work of the Lord five or fix days in that 
county, and fome part of Northamptonfhire. Leaving me in Great Northamp- 
Bowden in Leicefterfhire, he went towards Weftmoreland. I ftaid bemattat e 
in Leicefterfhire, vifiting friends at Saddington, Wigfton, Knighton, Great Bow- 
Leicefter, Sileby, Swannington, and divers other places; where I nae re 
had very precious meetings, and good fervice amongft friends, and Wigfton. : 
others; for there was great opennefs, and many weighty and excel- Knighton. 
lent truths did the Lord give me to deliver amongft them. ey nk 
At Leicefter I went to the gaol to vifit the friends in prifon for Swannington. 
the teftimony of Jefus, with whom I {pent fome time, encouraging Leicefter. 
them in the Lord to perfevere ftedfaftly and faithfully in their tefti- 
mony, and not te be weary of fuffering for his fake. And when I 
had taken my leave of the friends, I {poke with the gaoler, defiring 
him to be kind to them, and let them have what liberty he could, 
to vilit their families fometimes. 
I had a meeting or two in Warwickhhire, and then went into Staf- Warwickth. 
ford(hire, where I had feveral {weet and opening meetings, both for Stafordthire. 
gathering into truth, and eftablifhing therein. While I was in Staf- 
fordfhire, I was moved to give forth the following paper : 


‘ |B habe friends of the quarterly and monthly meetings every- 
¢ where: My defire is, that ye may all ftrive to be of one mind 
in the Lord’s power and truth, which is peaceable (into which 
ftrife and enmity cannot come): and alfo in the wifdom of God, 
which, is pure, peaceable, and eafy to be intreated (which is above 
that which is below, that is earthly, devilifh, and fenfual) and 
that in this heavenly wifdom that is peaceable, and eafy to be in- 
treated, you may be all ordered, and do what ye do to God's 
glory. And, dear friends, if there fhould happen at any time any 
thing that tends to ftrife, difpute, or contention in your monthly 
or quarterly meetings, let it be referred to half a dozen, or fuch 
a like number, to debate and end out of your meeting, as it was 
at firft, that all your monthly and quarterly meetings may be kept 
‘ peaceable. And then they may inform the meeting what they 
« have done;. that the weak and youth amongft you may not be 
‘ hurt, through hearing of Arife or contention in your meetings, 
: © wher 
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‘ where no ftrife or contention ought to be: but all to go on, and 
‘ determine things in one mind, in the power of God, the gofpel- 
‘ order; in which gofpel of peace ye will preferve the peace of all 
‘ your meetings. If any man or woman have any. thing againft 
« any one, let them fpeak to one another, and end it betwixt them- 
« felves; if they cannot fo end it, let them take two or three to 
“end it. In cafe thefe determine it not, let it be laid before the 
« church ; and let half a dozen, or a proper number out. of your 
« monthly or quarterly meeting hear it, and finally end it, without 
“refpeat of perfons. Let all prejudice be laid afide and buried ; alfo 
« all fhortnefs one towards another ; and let love, which is not puffed 
‘up, envies not, feeks not her own, but bears all things, have the 
‘ dominion in all your meetings; for that doth edify the body 
‘ which Chrift is the head of, and this will rule over all founding 
‘ brafs and tinkling cymbals. This love will fuffer long, and is 
‘ kind; will keep down that which would vaunt itfelf, be puffed 
‘ up, behave itfelf unfeemly, or is eafily provoked: it hath a fway 
« over all fuch fruits which are not of the Spirit, the fruit of which 
* is love, &c. And that with this Holy Spirit ye may all be bap- 
* tized into one body, and be made to drink into one Spirit; in 
‘ which Spirit ye will have unity, in which is the bond of the King 
‘ of Kings.and the Lord of Lords his peace. ‘They that dwell in 
‘ love, dwellin God, for God is love: therefore let every one keep 
* his habitation. My love to you in Chrift Jefus, the everlafting 
© Seed, which is over all. 

. ‘ Gok? 
© Staffordthire, the 2oth of the 
‘ 6th month, 1678.’ 


Out of Staffordfhire I went to vifit John Gratton at Moniafh in 
Derbyfhire, with whom I tarried one night, and went next day to 
William Shaw’s, of the Hill in Yorkthire, where I appointed a 
meeting to be on firft day following. Many friends out of Derby- 
fhire, and from feveral meetings in Yorkfhire came, and a precious, 
comfortable meeting it was; wherein was opened the blefied 
eftate that man was in before he fell; the means by which he 
fell; the miferable condition into which he fell, and the right way 


. of coming out of it into a happy ftate again by Chrift, the promifed 
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Weiftmore- 
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I {pent about two weeks in Yorkfhire, and many heavenly meet- 
ings I had in that county. ‘Then vifiting Robert Widders at Kellet 
in Lancafhire, I paffed to Arnfide in Weftmoreland, where I had a 
precious living meeting in the Lord’s bleffed power, to the great 
fatisfaction and comfort of friends, who came from divers parts to 
it. The next day I went to Swarthmore : and it being the meeting- 
day there, [had a fweet opportunity with friends; our hearts being — 
opened in the love of God, and his bleffed life flowing amongft 
us. | Mi 
Thad not-been long at Swarthmore ere a concern came upon me to 
vifit the churches of Chrift, by an epiftle, as followeth; 


s 
. 


* Dear 
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* Dear friends, 1678. 
he you is my love in the heavenly Seed, in whom all nations 
are blefied. Oh, keep all in this Seed, in which ye are 
bleffed, and in which Abraham and all the faithful were bleffed, 
without the deeds of the law: for the promife was and is to and 
with the Seed, and not with the law of the firft covenant. In 
this Seed all nations and ye are bleffed, which bruifeth the head of 
the feed that brought the curfe, and feparated man from God. 
This is the Seed which reconciles you to God; and this is the 
Seed in which ye are blefled both in temporals and {fpirituals ; 
through which ye have an inheritance among the fandtified, that 
cannot be defiled, neither can any defiled thing enter into its pof= 
feffion ; for all defilements are out of this Seed. This is that which 
leavens into a new lump, and bruifeth the head of the wicked 
feed that leavens into the old lump, upon whom the Sun of righte- 
ouf{nefs goes down and fets, but never goes down and fets to them 
that walk in the Seed in which all nations are blefled; .by which 
Seed they are brought up to God, which puts down that feed 
which feparated them from God, fo that there comes to be nothing 
betwixt them and God. Now all my dear friends, my defires are, 
that ye may all be valiant in this heavenly Seed for God and his 
truth upon the earth, and fpread it abroad, anfwering that of God 
in all; that with it the minds of people may be turned towards 
the Lord, that he may come to be known, ferved, and worfhipped, 
and that ye may all be as the-falt of the earth, to make the unfea+ 
foned favoury. And in the name of Jefus keep your meetings, 
who are gathered into it, in whofe name ye have falvation; he 
being in the midft of you, whofe name is above every name under 
the whole heaven. So ye have a Prophet, Bifhop, Shepherd, 
Prieft, and Counfellor (above all the-counfellors, priefts, bifhops, 
‘prophets, and fhepherds under the whole heaven) to exercife 
his offices among you, in your meetings, gathered in his 
name. For Chri(t’s meeting and gathering is above all the meet- 
ings and gatherings under the whole heaven; and his body, his 
church, and he the head of it, is above all the bodies, churches, 
and heads under the whole heaven. And the faith that*Chritt is 
the author of, and the worfhip that he hath fet up, and his fel- 
lowthip in the gofpel, is above all hiftorical faiths, and the faiths 
that men have made, together with their worfhips and fellowfhips 
under the whole heaven. And now, dear friends, keep your 
men’s and women’s meetings in the power of God, the gofpel, the 
authority of them, which brings life and immortality to light in 
you ; and this gofpel, the power of God, will preferve you 1n life 
* and in immortality (which hath brought it-to light in you) that ye 
-* may fee over him that hath darkened and kept from the knowledge 
‘ of the things of God: for it is he and his inftruments (which 
‘ hath darkened you from life and immortality) that would throw 
* down your men’s and women’s meetings (which were fet up in the 
* power of God, the gofpel) and would darken you again from this 
‘ life and immortality which the gofpel hath brought to light, and 
« will preferve you therein, as your faith ftands in this power of ore 
5 wIaer : | the 
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the gofpel, in which every one fees your work and fervice for God. 
Every heir in the power of God, the gofpel, hath right to this au- 
thority, which is not of man nor by man; which gofpel, the 
power of God, is everlafting, an everlafting order, an everlafting fel- 
lowfhip: andinthegofpel is everlaftingjoy, comfort, and peace, which 
will out-laft all thote joys, comforts, and peaces that will have an end, 
and that {pirit alfo that oppofes its order and glorious fellowfhip, 
peace and comfort init. And, my dear friends, my defire is, that 
ye may keep in the unity of the Spirit, that baptizes you all into 
one body, which Chrift is the heavenly and fpiritual head of, fo 
that ye may fee and bear witnefs to your heavenly and fpiritual 
head, and fo all drink into the one Spirit ; which all people on the 
earth are not like to do, while they grieve, quench, and rebel 
againft it, nor to be baptized into one body, and to keep the unity 
of the Spirit, which is the bond of peace, yea the King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords his peace; which 1s the duty of all true Chriftians 
to keep, who are inwardly united to Chrift, My love to you all 
in the everlafting Seed. 
i © a 
‘« Swarthmore, the 26th of 
‘ the 7th month, 1678.’ 


There were about this time feveral friends in prifon for bearing 


teftimony to the truth ; to whom I was moved to write a few lines to 
comfort, ftrengthen, and encourage them; having a true fenfe of 
their fufferings upon my fpirit, and a fympathizing with them there- 
in. . That which I wrote was after this manner : 
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‘ My dear friends, 
Ww O are fufterers for the Lord Jefus fake, and for the teftimony 
of his truth, the Lord God Almighty with his power uphold 
and fupport you in all your trials and fufferings, and give you pa- - 
tience and content in his will, that ye may ftand valiant for Chrift 
and his truth upon the earth, over the perfecuting deftroying {pirit, 
which makes to fuffer in Chrift (who bruifes the head) in whom 
ye have both election and falvation. For his eleét’s fake the 
Lord hath done much from the foundation of the world, as may 
be feen throughout the {criptures of truth. They that touch them 
touch the apple of God’s eye, they are fo tender to him ; and there- 
fore it is good for his fuffering children to truft in the Lord, and to 
wait upon him; for they fhall be as mount Sion, that cannot be 
removed from Chrift, their rock and falvation, the foundation of 
all the elect of God, of the prophets and apoftles, and of God’s- 
people now and to the end; glory to the Lord and the Lamb 
over all! Remember my. dear love to all friends, and do not 
think the time long; for all time is in the-Father’s hand, his power. 
Therefore keep the word of patience, and exercife that gift. The 
Lord ftrengthen you in. your fufferings, in his holy Spirit of faith. 
Amen. | 7 
ctl ae 
* Swarthmore, the sth of the . 
‘ 12th:month, 1678.’ I abode 
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I abode in the north above a year, having fervice for the Lord. 1679. 
amongtt friends there, and being much taken up in writing in anfwer gyankmore, 
to books publithed by adverfaries ; and for opening the principles and 
doctrines of truth to the world, that they might come to have a right 
under{tanding thereof, and be gathered thereunto. Several epiftles 
alfo I wrote to friends in this time. One was to the yearly meeting 
held in London this year, 1679 ; a copy of which here follows : 


‘ My dear friends and brethren, : 
- W HO are affembled together in the name and power of the 
c. Lord Jefus Chrift, grace, mercy, and peace from God the 
‘ Father, and from the Lord Jefus Chrift, fill ail your hearts, and 
eftablifh you in his grace, mercy, and peace upon Chrift, the holy 
living Rock and Foundation, who is the Firft and Laft, and over 
all the foundations and rocks in the whole world; a Rock and 
Foundation of Life for all the living to build upon, which ftands 
fure in his heavenly, divine light, which is the life in him ; -by 
whom all things were made, who is the precious Stone laid in 
Sion (and not in the world) which all the wife matter builders re- 
jected, who pretended to build people up to heaven with the 
words of the prophets, and the law from mount Sinai, but out of 
the life of both; therefore fuch builders could not receive the law of 
life from Chrift, the precious Stone laid in Sion, nor the word 
from heavenly Jerufalem. . But you, my dear friends, that have 
received this law from heavenly Sion, and the word from heavenly 
Jerufalem, in the new covenant, where the life and fubftance is 
enjoyed, you fee the end and abolifhing of the Jews law and cere- 
monies from mount Sinai. And therefore my defire is, that you 
may all keep in the law of life and love, which ye have in Chrift 
Jefus, by which love the body is edified, knit, and united together 
to Chrift Jefus, the Head. Which love doth bear all things, ful- 
fills the law, will preferve all in humility, and init to be of one 
mind, heart, and foul. So all may come to drink into that one 
Spirit, that doth baptize them and circumcife them, plunging : 
down and cutting off the body of the fins of the flefh, that is got 
up in man and woman by their tran{grefling of God’s commands. 
So that in this holy pure Spirit all may ferve and worfhip the 
pure God in fpirit and in truth, which is overall the worfhips that 
are out of God’s Spirit and his truth. In this Spirit ye will all have 
a fpiritual unity and fellowthip over all the fellowfhips of the un- 
clean fpirits, which are out of truth in the world. By this holy 
Spirit all your hearts, minds, and fouls may be knit together to 
Chrift, from whence it comes ; and’ by the grace and truth, which 
is come by Jefus Chrift, which all fhould be under the teachings 
of in the new covenant, and not under the law, as the outward 
Jews were in the old covenant. By, this grace and truth in the 
new covenant, all may be made God’s free men and women, to 
ferve God in the new life, the new and living way ; fhewing forth 
the fruits of the new heart and new. Spirit, in the new covenant, 
over death and darknefs. Glory be to the Lord for ever! In this 
grace and truth is heavenly, gracious, and true liberty to every 
6U : {piritual 
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fpiritual mind, which makes you free from him that is out of — 
truth, where your bondage was. Alfo your liberty in the holy, 
divine, and precious faith, which gives you victory over that which 
once feparated you from God and Chrift, by which faith ye have 
accefs to God again through Jefus Chrift. So in this divine and 
holy faith, ye have divine, holy, and precious liberty, yea and 
victory over him that feparated you from God ; and this faith is 
held in a pure confcience. So the liberty in the Spirit of God is 
in that which baptizes and plunges down fin and iniquity, and 
puts off the body of death and fins of the flefh, that are got up by 
tranfgrefling God’s command. And alfo the liberty of the gofpel, 
which is fent from heaven by the Holy Ghoft, which is the 
power of God, which was and is again to be preached to all na- 
tions ; in this gofpel is the true liberty, and the gofpel-fellowfhip 
and order. So that the evil fpirit or confcience, or falfe dead faith, 
that which is ungracious, out of truth, and not in the Spirit of 
God,. nor in his gofpel, nor in the divine faith, its liberty is in 
the darknefs ; for all true liberty is in the gofpel, and in the truth 
that makes free; in the faith, in the grace, and in Chrift Jefus, 
who deftroys the devil and his works, that hath breught all man- 
kind into bondage. So in this heavenly peaceable Spirit, truth, 
and faith, which works by love, and in the gofpel of peace, and 
in Chrift Jefus is all the faints peace, and pure, true, and holy 
liberty ; in which they have falt, fenfe, feeling, difcerning, and 
favour,. yea and unity and fellowfhip one with another, and with 
the Son and the Father, that heavenly, eternal fellowfhip. So all 
being fubje& to the grace and truth, and to the faith and gofpel’ 
(the power of God) and to his good Spirit, in this they diftinguifh 
all true, pure, and holy liberty from that which is falfe. This 
will bring all to fit low ; for patience runs the race, and the Lamb 
muft have the victory ; and not the rough, unruly, and vain 
talkers, unbaptized, uncircumcifed, and unfandtified. Such travel 
not in the way of regeneration, but in the way of unregeneration ; 
neither go they down into the death with Chrift by baptifm. Such 
are not like to reign with him in his refurrection, who are not 
buried with him in baptifm. ‘Therefore all muft go downward 
into the death of Chrift, and be crucified with him, if they will 
arife and follow him in the regeneration before they come to reign 
with him. And, friends, many may have precious openings ; 
but I defire all may be comprehended in that which doth open to 
them, and that they may all keep in the daily crofs; then they 
keep in the power that kills and crucifies that which would lead 
them amongft the beafts and goats, to leaven them into their rough, 
unruly fpirit ; that through the crofs, the power of God, that may 
be. crucified, and they in the power might follow the Lamb. For ~ 
the power of God keeps all in order, fubjection, and humility, in 
that which is lovely, virtuous, decent, comely, temperate, and 
moderate ; fo that their moderation comes to appear to all men. 
My defire is, that all your lights may fhine as from a city fet upon a 
hill, that cannot be hid ; and that ye may be the falt of the earth, 
to falt, feafon, and make it favoury to God, and’you all feafoned 
: Vis." © with 
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with it. Then all your facrifices will be a fweet favour to the 1679. 
Lord, and ye will be as the lilies and rofes, and garden of God, pee Orn 
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which gives a {weet fmell unto him; whofe garden is preferved by 
his power, the hedge that hedges out all the unruly and unfavoury, 
the deftroyers and hurters of the vines, buds, and plants, and 
God’s tender blade, which fprings up from his feed of life, who’ 
waters it with his heavenly water and word of life every moment, 
that they may grow and be fruitful; that fo he may have a pleafant 
and fruitful garden. Here all are kept frefh and green, being 
watered every moment with the everlafting holy water of life from 
the Lord, the fountain. My dear friends, my defire is that this 
heavenly feed, that bruifes. down the head of the ferpent both 
within and without, may be your crown and life, and ye in him 
one another's crown and joy, to the praife of the Lord God over 
all, bleffed.for evermore. ‘This holy feed will out-laft and wear 
out all that which the evil feed fince the fall of man hath brought 
forth and fetup. As every one hath received Chrift Jefus the. 
Lord, fo walkin him in the humility which he teaches: and fhun 
the occafions of ftrife, vain janglings, and difputings with men of 
corrupt minds, who are deftitute of the truth; for the truth is peace-~ 
able, the gofpel is a peaceable habitation in the power of God; 
his wifdom is peaceable and gentle, and his kingdom ftands in 
peace. Oh! his glory fhines over all his works ! in Chrift Jefus 
ye will have peace, who is not of the world; yea a,peace that the 
world cannot takeaway ; for the peace which ye have from him 
was before the world was, and will be when it is gone. This 
keeps all in that which is weighty and fubftantial over all. chaff. 
Glory to the Lord God over all for ever and ever, Amen. 
« And now, my dear friends, the Lord doth require more of you 
than he doth of other people, becaufe he hath committed more to 
you. He requires the fruits of his Spirit, of the Light, of the 
the Gofpel, of the Grace, and of the Truth; for herein is he glori- 
fied (as Chrift faid) in your bringing forth much fruit, fruits of righ- 
teoufnefs, holinefs, godlinefs, virtue, truth, and purity ; fo that 
ye may anfwer that which is of God in all people. Be valiant for 
his everlafting, glorious gofpel,.in God’s holy Spirit and truth, 
keeping in the unity, and in the holy Spirit, light, and life, which 
is over death and darknefs, and was before death and darknefs. were. 
In this Spirit we have the bond of peace, which, cannot be. broken. 
except ye go from the Spirit, and then ye lofe this unity and bond, 
of peace, which ye have from the prince of peace. 
‘ The world alfo expects more from friends than from other peo- 
ple; becaufe you profefs more. Therefore you fhould be more 
juft than others in your words.and dealings, more righteous, holy, 
and pure in your lives and converfations, fo that your lives and con- 
verfations may preach. For the.world’s tongues and mouths have 
preached long enough ;, but their lives and converfations have de- 
nied what their tongues have profefled and declared. 
« And, dear friends, ftrive to excel one another in virtue, that ye 
may grow in love, that excellent: way which unites all to Chrift 
and God. Stand up for God’s glory, and mind that which con- 
hak ye * cerns. 
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cerns the Lord’s honour, that in no wife his power may be abufed, 
nor his name evil fpoken of by any evil talkers or walkers; but 
that in all things God may be honoured, and ye may glorify him 
in your bodies, fouls, and fpirits, the little time ye have to live. 
My love to you all in the holy Seed of Life, that reigns over all, 
and is the firft and laft, in whom ye all have life and falvation, and 
your election and peace with God, through Jefus Chrift, who de- 
ftroys him that hath been betwixt you and God; fo that nothing 
may be betwixt you and the Lord but Chrift Jefus. Amen. 

© My life and love is to you all, and amongft you all. The Lord 
God Almighty by his mighty power, by which he hath preferved 
his people unto this day, preferve and keep you all in his power, 
and peaceable holy truth, in unity and fellowfhip one with an- 
other, and with the Son and the Father. Amen. 
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‘ month, 1679.’ 


Divers other epiftles and papers I wrote to friends during my ftay 
in the north ; one was ‘ To encourage friends to be bold and valiant 
© for the truth, which the Lord had called them to bear witnefs to.’ 
It was thus : . 


‘ Dear friends, 

. A LL be valiant for the Lord’s truth upon the earth, which the 
~¢ 4% ferpent, fatan, the devil is out of; and in the truth keep 

« him out, in which you all have peace, life, and unity with God 

« and his Son, and one with another. Let the love of God fill all 
your hearts, that in it ye may build up and edify one another in 
the light, life, holy Spirit, and power of God, the glorious, com- 
fortable gofpel of Chrift, the heavenly Man, your Lord and Sa- 
viour, who will fill all your veffels with his heavenly wine and 
water of life, cloath you with his heavenly cloathing, his fine linen 
that never waxeth old; and arm you with his heavenly armour, 
that ye’ may ftand faithful witneffes for God and his Son, who is 
come, and hath given you an underftanding to know him, and ye 
are in him.’ So walk in him, in whom ye all have life and falva- 
tion, and peace with God. My love to you in the Lord Jefus 
Chrift, in whom I have laboured; and God Almighty, in his 
eternal power and wifdom, preferve you to hisglory. Amen. 
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~ . € Swarthmore, the 29th of the 
« roth month, 1679.’ 


‘The next day, having a fenfe upon me that fome who had received 
the truth, and had openings thereof, for want of keeping low had 
run out therefrom, I was’moved to give forth the following epiftle, 
as a * warning-and exhortation to all to dwell in humility.’ — 
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day-{pring from on high, and hath opened you to confefs and 
bow to his name; keep low in your minds, and learn of Chritt 
who teacheth you humility, to keep in it; fo that in no wife 
ye that be younger be exalted, puffed up, or conceited through 
your openings, and by that means lofe your conditions; by being 
carried up into prefumption ; then fall into defpair, and fo abufe the 
power of God. For it was the apoftles care, that none fhould abufe 
the power of the Lord God; but in all things their faith was to 
ftand therein, that they all might be comprehended into the truth 
which they {poke to others, that they might not be preachers to 
others and themfelves caft-aways. Therefore it doth concern you 
to be comprehended into that which ye preach to others, and keep 
low in it; then the God of truth with exalt the humble in his 
truth, light, grace, power, and Spirit, and in his wifdom to 
his glory. Here all are kept in their meafures of grace, light, 
faith, and the Spirit of Chrift, the heavenly and fpiritual Man. 
So Jet none quench the Spirit, nor its motions, nor grieve it, nor 
err from it; but be led by it, which keeps every one in their 
tents: which holy Spirit of God giveth them an underftanding, 
how to ferve, worfhip, and pleafe the holy, pure God, their 
Maker and Creator in Chrift Jefus, and how to wait, fpeak, and 
anfwer the Spirit of God in his people ; in which holy Spirit is the 
holy unity and fellowfhip. The holy Spirit teacheth the holy, 
gentle, meek, and quiet lowly mind to anfwer the feed that 
Chrift hath fown upon all grounds; and to anfwer the light, 
grace, and Spirit, and the gofpel in every creature, though they 
are gone from the Spirit, grace, light, and gofpel in the heart. 
So by holy walking all may come to do it, as well as by holy 
‘ preaching, that God in all things may be glorified by you, and that 
* ye may bring forth fruits to his praife. Amen. 
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About the latter end of this year I was moved of the Lord to 
travel into the fouth again. JI fet forward the beginning of the firft 


W H OM the Lord in his tender mercies hath vifited with the $7 
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‘month, 1679-80, and paffing through part of Weftmoreland and wefmore. 
Lancafhire, I vifited friends at feveral meetings, and came into !2"4. 


Lancabhire. 


Yorkfhire. Divers large and weighty meetings I had in Yorkthirey yorkmire. 


before I came to York city. When I came there it was the aflize-time, 
and there being many friends in prifon for truth’s fake, I put thofe at 
liberty upon drawing up the fufferings of the friends in prifon, that 
they might be laid before the judges ; and I affifted them therein. 
The quarterly meeting of friends was alfo at that time, fo I had a 
brave opportunity amongft them. Many weighty and ferviceable 
things did the Lord open through me to the meeting, relating to the 
inward ftate of man, how man by faith in Chrift comes to be grafted 
into him, and made a member of his fpiritual body ; and alfo the 
outward ftate of the church, how each member ought to walk and 
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act, according to its place in the body. I fpent feveral days in York, 
having divers meetings ; and all was peaceable and well. I went 
alfo to the caftle, to vifit the prifoners; with whorn I {pent fome 
time, encouraging and ftrengthening them in their teftimony. 

Then leaving York, I travelled fouthward, having meetings 
amongtt friends, till I came to Burton in Lincolnfhire ; where on 
firft-day I had a large and precious meeting. ‘Then turning into Not- 
tinghamfhire, I travelled through good part of that county, in which 
I had -feveral very good meetings, and then paffed into Derbyfhire, 
Leicefterfhire, and Warwickfhire, having meetings all along as I 
went, till I came to Warwick: there William Dewfberry came to 
me, and feveral other friends; and we had a little meeting in that 
town. Then paffing through Southam and Radway, at each of 
which places I had avery good meeting, I came to Nathaniel Ball's, 
of North-Newton, in Oxfordfhire, and fo to Banbury to a monthly 
meeting there. After I had vifited friends at their meetings in the 
bordering parts of Oxfordfhire, Glouceiterfhire, and N orthampton~ 
fhire, I paffed to Richard Baker’s, of Biddlefden, in Buckingham- 
fhire ; and the next day, being firft-day, I had a very large meetin 
in Biddlefden, at an old abbey-houfe, which a friend rented ane 
dwelt in. Many friends and people came to this meeting out of Ox- 
fordfhire, Northamptonfhire, and the parts adjacent ; and of good 
fervice it was. After this, I vifited friends in thofe parts, having 
meetings at Lillingftone, Lovel, and Bugbrook. Then going to 
Stony-ftratford, I went into fome parts of Bedfordfhire, till I came 
to Edward Chefter’s of Dunftable. Whence paffing on by Market- 
ftreet, Thad a meeting at Albans; and calling on friends at Mims 
and Barnet, I came to the widow Haly’s, at Gutterfhedge, in Hen- 
don, Middlefex, on a feventh-day night, and had a very large and 
good meeting there the day following. 

I pafied from thence to London the third-day following, and 
went directly to the Peel-meeting at John Elfon’s, and next morning 
to the meeting at Gractchurch-ftreet, which was very large and 
quiet ; and friends rejoiced in the Lord to fee me. The yearly 
meeting was in the week following, to which many friends came 
out of moft parts of the nation, and a blefled opportunity the Lord 
gave us together ; wherein the ancient love was fweetly felt, and 
the heavenly life flowed abundatly over all. After the yearly meet- 
ing, I continued about a month or five weeks in and about London, 
Jabouring in the work of the Lord both in and out of meetings ; for 
befides the publick teftimony, which the Lord gave me to’ bear both 
to friends and to the world in meetings, I had much fervice lay upon 
me with refpeét to friends fufferings, in feeking to get eafe and li- 
berty for them in this and other nations. Much pains and time I 
fpent, while I was at London, in writing letters to friends in divers 
parts of England, and in Scotland, Holland, Barbadoes, and feveral 
other parts of America. ay’ 

After this I was moved of the Lord to vifit friends in fome parts of 
Surrey and Suffex. I went to Kingfton by water, and tarried certain 
days ; for while I-wasthere, the Lord laid it upon me to write both 
to the great Turk and the dey of Algiers feverally, to warn them 
” 5 ; and 
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atid the people under them to turn from their wickednefs, and fear i620. 
the Lord, and do juftly, left the judgments of God thould come . 
upon them, and deftroy them without remedy. To the Algerines 
I wrote more particularly, concerning the cruelty they exerciied to- 
wards friends and others, whom they held captives in Algiers. When 
I had finithed that fervice, and vifited friends in their'meetings at 
Kingfton, I went further into the country, and had meetin gs amongft ; 
friends at Worplefdon, Guildford, Ether, Capell, Patchgate, Wor- pier a 
minghurft, Bletchington, Horfham, Ifield, Rygate, Gatton, &c. Shier | 
and fo came back to Kingfton again, and from thence to Hammer- Capell. 
fmith. And having {pent fome days in the fervice of truth amongft eee 
friends at Hammerimith, Batterfea, Wandfworth, and thereabouts, hurt. es 
I crofied over, by Kenfington, to Hendon, where I had a very good E eiesions 
meeting on firft-day; and went from thence te London. Tel 

When I had been about ten days in London, I was drawn again Rygate. 
to vifit friends in the country ; and went'to Edmonton to Chriftopher Src 
-Taylor’s, who kept a fchool for the education of friends children: -I orames. 
had fome fervice amongtt the youth, and then went towards Hert- oe 
ford, vifiting friends in the way. At Hertford I met with John Wandfworth: 
Story, and fome others of his party; but the teftimony of truth Kenfington. 
went over them, and kept them down, fo that the meeting was peeve: 
quiet. It was on a firft-day, and the next day being the men’s and Edmonton, 
women’s meeting for bufinefs, I vifited them alfo; and the rather Hertford, 
becaufe fome in that place had let in a difefteem of them. Where-~ 
upon I was moved to open the fervice of thofe meetings, and the 
ufefulnefs and benefit thereof to the church of Chrift, as the Lord 
opened the thing in me; and it was of good fervice to friends. I 
had a meeting alfo with fome of thofe that were gone into ftrife and 
contention, to fhew them wherein they were wrong; and having 
cleared myfelf of them, I left them to the Lord. After another 
ublick meeting in the town, I returned towards London by Wal- Waltham. 
tham-abbey, where I had a publick meeting the firft-day following, abbey. 
and another with friends in the evening. Next day I went to Chrif- 
topher Taylor's at Edmonton, and ftaid a day or two, having fome F4monton. 
things upon me to write for the fervice of truth. When I had 
- finifhed that fervice, I went to London by Shacklewell, where was a Shacklewelf. 
fchool kept by friends, for the breeding up young maidens that were 
friends daughters. am 
I abode at London moft part of this winter, having much fervice London, 
for the Lord there, both in and out of meetings; for as it was a time 
_ of great fufferings among friends, I was drawn in fpirit to vifit 
friends meetings more frequently, to encourage and ftrengthen them 
_ by exhortation and example. ‘The parliament was alfo fitting, and 
friends were diligent to wait upon them, to lay their grievances be- 
fore them. We received frefh accounts almoft every day of the fad 
fufferings friends underwent in many parts of the nation. In feek- 
ing relief for my fuffering brethren, I fpent much time, together 
with other friends who were freely given up to that fervice, attending 
at the parliament-houfe many days together, and watching all op- 
debi to fpeak with fuch members of either houfe as would 
ear our juft complaints. And indeed fome of the members Ste 
oufe, 
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houfe were very courteous, and appeared willing to help us if they 
could; but the parliament being then earneft in examining the 
popith plot, and contriving ways to difcover fuch as were popithly 
affected, our adverfaries took advantages againft us (becaufe they 
knew we could not fwear nor fight) to expofe us to thofe penalties 
that were made againft Papifts; though they knew in their con- 
{ciences we were no Papifts, and had experience that we were no 
plotters. To clear our innocency and ftop the mouths of our ad- 
verfaries, I drew up a fhort paper to be delivered to the parliament ; 
as followeth : | 


is Pt is our principle and teftimony to deny and renounce all plots 
« 4+ and plotters againft the king, or any of his fubjects; for we 
« have the Spirit of Chrift, by which we have the mind of Chritt, 
« who came to fave men’s lives, and not to deftroy them. We de- 
¢ fire the fafety of the king and all his fubjects. Wherefore we 
© do declare, that we will endeavour, to our power, to fave and de- 
« fend him and them, by difcovering all plots and plotters, which 
« fhall come to our knowledge, that would deftroy the king or his 
« fubjects. This we do fincerely offer unto you. But as to fwear- 
« ing and fighting, which in tendernefs of confcience we cannot do, 
« ye know that we have fuffered thefe many years for our con- 
* fcientious refufal thereof. And now that the Lord hath brought you 
£ together, we defire you to relieve and free us from thofe fufterings, 
« and that ye will not put upon us to do thofe things which we have 
« fuffered fo much and fo long already for not doing ; for if ye do, 
* you will make our fufferings and bonds ftronger inftead of relieving 
© us. im 
6 Grek. 
About this time I received two very envious books written againft 
truth and friends ; one of them by a doétor (fo called) of Bremen, in 
Germany, the other by a prieft, of Dantzick, in Poland. They 
were both full of grofs falfhoods and reproachful flanders. I found it 
upon me to anfwer them, and that I might not be over-much 
interrupted by other bufinefs and company, I went to Kingfton up- 
on Thames, where I wrote an anfwer to each of them, and alfo to 
fome other fcandalous papers which had been printed and fcattered 
about to mifreprefent friends. 
While I was there I wrote alfo the following paper, to perfuade 
the magiftrates to moderation towards diffenters, and take off their 
edge to perfecution. Becaufe it fhould have its full fervice, I di- | 
rected it——— 
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* To all the rulers, magiftrates, and law-makers in England, 


545 
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© Scotland, and Ireland, from the higheft to the loweft, and to Kinston: 


«all other magiftrates every-where in that which is called 
* Chriftendom ; defiring their health, peace, tranquility, life, 
* and falvation in Chrift Jefus, the Lord of Glory and Lamb of 
* God, who takes away the fins of the world, and is the King 
* of Kings and Lord of Lords, to whom all power in heaven and 
* in earth is given, and who will rewatd every man according 
« to his words and works. 


you that bear the name of Chriftian magiftrates, my defire is 
that you may all be found in Chrift, and not only have the 
name, but be made partakers of his divine nature ; that ye may be 
not only fayers of the word, but doers of the word, not only pro- 
feffors of Chrift, and talkers of Chrift, but let Chrift rule in your 
hearts by faith, and be walkers in Chrift. For as Chrift’s great 
apoftle faith, «‘ As every one hath received the Lord Jefus Chrift, 
fo let him walk in him; for in him there is peace.” If all that 
profefs Chrift did walk in Chrift, they would walk in peace, and 
bein unity; for the apoftle exhorted the Chriftians in his day to 
keep the unity of the Spirit, which is the bond of peace, yea of 
Chrift the King of Kings peace. All Chriftians who have the 
{criptures, and are not in this Spirit of Chrift, are not in unity oné 
with another, and fo have broken this bond of peace, which fhould 
knit and unite them together. Likewife all that profefs the truth 
of Chrift fhould live in it; for it is peaceable, and the gofpel is 
the gofpel of peace ; which if all Chriftians lived in, they would 
be at peace one with another, and in the glorious fellowfhip of 
the gofpel. And if all Chriftians kept in the fear of God, which is 
the beginning of the pure, heavenly, peaceable, and gentle wif- 
dom, which is eafy to be intreated (above that wifdom which is 
earthly, fenfual, devilifh, and deftroying) there would be no differ- 
ence and deftroying about matters of religion. 
‘ I do declare the mighty day of the Lord is come and coming, 
and the Lord God is come to teach his people himfelf by 
his Son (Hebrews 1.) who bruifes the ferpent’s head, that 
falfe teacher, that led Adam and Eve from God their Teacher. 
God will teach his people by his Son, the Teacher of Adam and 
Eve in paradife, before they fell, difobeyed the Lord and forfook 
him, and followed the ferpent; whofe head Chrift bruifeth, 
and renews man and woman up again into the image of God 
which Adam and Eve were in before they fell: glory and honour 
be to God through Jefus Chrift, who hath called us by his Son 
into his glorious image, to ferve and worfhip him in his Spirit and 
truth ; which holy Spirit and truth the devil is out of, and cannot 


come into. 


‘I defire all Chriftian magiftrates to take heed of perfecuting 


* any, though they differ from you in matters of faith, worfhip, 
_and religion. For Chrift faith, «* Let the tares and the wheat 


<* grow together till the harveft;” and he forbad fuch as would be 


€ 


plucking up tares: the reafon was, ‘ Left they fhould pluck up 
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the wheat alfo;” for Chrift faid, it fhould be his angels work 'td 
feparate the tares from the wheat. Moreover Chrift faid, they fhould 
go into everlafting punifhment that did not vifit him in prifon in his 
members; then what will becomé of them that caft him into 
prifon, where he is made manifeft in his members! Oh! lay 


_thefe things to heart! A day of judgment will come, vengeance 


and recompence upon every one according to their works. 

‘ To thofe difciples, who would have had fire to come down from 
heaven to confume them that would not receive him, he turned 
about, rebuked, and told them, ‘‘ They did not know what fpirit 


. they were of; for he came not to deftroy men’s lives, but to fave 


them.” ye 

‘ Therefore let all magiftrates and priefts, in that which is called 
Chriftendom, confider who have deftroyed men’s and women’s 
lives fince the apoftles days, becaufe they could not receive the re- 

ligions, ways, and worfhips, which they have made and fet up; 

have they known what {pirit they have been of? Are they not all 
reproved by, and come under thejudgment of Chrift? ‘There- 

fore let all perfecution be laid afide concerning religion; let love 
bear the fway, to overcome evil and enemies; let. patience over- 

fway paffion in all, that all may retain the heavenly reafon and the 

pure underftanding, that your moderation in true Chriftianity 
may be known to allmen. For have you not the Turks, Jews, 

Tartars, Indians, and Atheifts eyes upon you? Therefore be in 

unity, and let not the name of God and Chrift be blafphemed 

among{t them by means of any that bear the name’of Chriftians. 

So God may be glorified by all and in all: through Jefus Chrift, 

who is over all, who-calls all to peace, and is bleffed for ever. 

‘ IT would have you to be as noble as the Bereans,. and fearch the 

{criptures of Chrift and the apoftles. Where did he or they give 

any command to imprifon, banifh, perfecute, or put to death any 

that would not receive or conform to them, or that were contrary- 

minded to them in. religion, or-differed from them in matters of 
worfhip ? a oly ha? 

« Again I defire all Chriftian magiftrates to fearch both fcriptures 

and chronicles, and fee what was the end of all perfecutors, and 

what judgments came upon them. What fell upon Cain, who was 

the firft perfecutor for matters of faith and facrifice? Did not he 

become a vagabond and a fugitive inthe earth? . What became of 

the old world that grieved God, and Noah, a preacher of righte- 

oufnefs? What became of Sodom that vexed juft Lot?) What 

became of Pharaoh that perfecuted God’s people in Egypt? 

(though the more he perfecuted them the more they grew) What 

became of Ahab and Jezebel that perfecuted the Lord’s prophets ? 

And what became of Haman that would have deftroyed the Jews? - 
What became of the Jews and Jerufalem that perfecuted Chrift and 

the apoftles?) What was the end of allithefe? Are they not be- 

come: vagabonds in the earth, and driven away from their native 

country ? Therefore I befeech you in the love and fear of God, 

be fo noble as to fearch both dcripture and hiftory, and let not your 


5 S divine 


| 


GEORGE FOX's JOURNAL. 
divine underftanding he clouded. What will become of the beaft 


547 


* 1680, 


and whore {poken of in the Revelations, with their falfe prophets, Kington. 


that have drunk the blood of the faints, martyrs, and prophets of 


© Jefus? Mutt they not all go with the devil, who is a murderer, 


burns with brimftone? Ye may be fure that fpirit that ftirs you 
up to perfecution, let it be in whomfoever it will, is not of Chrift, 


* deftroyer, and adverfary of mankind, into the lake of fire. that 
« and of his lamb-like nature, who takes away the fins of the world, 


-€ not the lives of men. 


« Paul was a perfecutor, a haler to prifon, before he was con- 
* verted to Chriftianity, but never after. And therefore are not all 
* in Saul’s nature, let them be of what name or profeflion foever, 
« that are perfecutors, and unconverted into Paul’s life of Chriftianity? 
‘ He faid the life that he lived after he was converted, was by 
‘ faith in the Son of God; and that he lived, yet not he, but 
*“« Chritt lived in him,’ who came to fave-men’s lives, and not to 


< deftroy them. This life fhould be the life of all Chriftians now, 


‘ which Paul in his converted ftate livedin. And the apoftle faith, 
*«« ‘The law is good, if aman ufe it lawfully; knowing this, that the 
«« Jaw is not made for a righteous man, but for, the lawlefs, for 
“the ungodly and finners, for unholy and prophane, for mur- 
<< derers of fathers and mothers, for manflayers, for whore- 
‘€ mongers, and for them that defile. themfelves with mankind, for 


_ «© men-ftealers, liars, and perjured perfons,” 1 Tim. i. So thelaw 


-< in its place is good againft fuch.. Again the apoftle fays, «* The 


*«< law was added becaufe of tranfgreffion,” Gal. ili. 19. .Hereall ma- 
‘ giftrates may fee what the law in its place is good againft, and what 


* it was made for and againft, and what evils, the apoftle fays, it takes 


* hold upon. He does not fay, the law fhould be laid upon men 
‘ that differed from them in their. religion’ and .judgment, nor 
£ upon righteous men. , So you may fee, in what condition. the law is 
.£ good, and what it was made again{ft; not againit righteous men, 
* againft whom they have nothing, only becaufe they difter fromthem 


__€ in matters of religion ; letting manflayers, whoremongers, per- 


 jured perfons, ungodly, prophane perfons, liars, &c. go unpu- 
‘ nifhed; fo do not ufe, nor execute the law lawfully, as the apoftle 
<e fays ; «¢ The law is good, if a.man ufe it lawfully.” Therefore 
-* it ought to.be ufed lawfully ; which law, the apoftle fays, is for 
* the punifhment of evil-doers, and a praife to. them that do well, 
* as may be feen, Rom. xiii. So, as the apoftle faid, «* We do not 


_ break the law, nor make it void; but we. eflablifh the Jaw,” 


« Rom. iii. 31. 
‘ This is from him who defires the eternal good and falvation 
‘ of you all in Chrift Jefus, Amen. 


3 Kingfton upon Thames, the 
‘ ath of the firft month, 
* 1680-1,’ 
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After I had finithed thefe fervices, I returned to London, where 
I ftaid about a month, labouring amongft friends in the work of the 
Lord, both in publick meetings for worfhip, and in thofe relating 
to the outward affairs of the church. Then feeling my fpirit drawn 
to vifit friends about Enfield, I went to Waltham Abbey, where — 
I had a very precious meeting, and another at Flamftead Heath. 
Having fpent fome time amongft friends thereabouts, and had divers 


good meetings at Edmonton, Enfield, Winchmore-hill, and other 


places, I came back to London a little before the yearly meeting, 
which was in the third month 1681. It was a very precious meet- 
ing, in which the glorious prefence and power of the Lord was emi- 
nently felt and enjoyed. t 
Some time after it came upon me to write the following epiftle : 


‘« To the quarterly men’s and women’s meetings that are gathered 
: ‘ in the name and power of Jefus : 


f Gers the fecond Adam, who is both head and hufband of 


his church, the Redeemer, Purchafer, Savieur, Sanc¢tifier, 

and Reconciler of his fons and daughters to God, I fay; his pre- 
fence (to wit, Chrift’s) feel among you, to exercife. his propheti- 
cal office, in opening you with his light, grace, truth, power, and 
{pirit ; and to exereife his office, as he is a bifhop, to overfee you 
with his light, grace, power, and fpirit, that ye do not go aftray 
from God... As Chrift is a Shepherd, feel, fee, and hear him ex- 
ercifing that office, who has laid down his life for his fheep, is 
feeding them in his living paftures of life, and makes them to 
drink of his living, eternal.fprings.. Let him rule and govern in 
your hearts, as he is King, that his heavenly and fpiritual govern- 
ment all may live under, as true fubjects of his righteous, peace- 
able kingdom, which ftands in righteoufnefs, peace, and joy in 
the Holy Ghoft, over Satan and his power, the unclean, unholy 
ghoft, and all unrighteoufnefs.. So all ye fubjeéts to Chrift’s king- 
dom of peace, if ye want wifdom, knowledge, life, or falvation, 
Chrift is the treafure; feel him the treafure among you. And | 
every one, .as ye have received Chrift, walk in him in whom ye - 
have peace ; who bruifes the head of the ferpent, the author of all 
ftrife, diftraction, and confufion: yea, you have peace with God, 
and one with another, though the trouble be from the world and 
the world’s {pirit. . Therefore; my dear friends, brethren, and 
fitters, love one another with the love that is of God {hed in your 
hearts, that ye may bear the marks of Chrift’s difciples, and it 
may appear that Chrift is in you, and ye in him, fo that God Al- 
mighty may be glorified among you. Whatever ye do, let it be 
done in the name of Jefus, to the praife of God the Father, keep- 
ing in unity in the Holy Spirit of God, which was before the un- 
holy {pirit was : which Holy Spirit is your bond of peace, yea, 
the holy King of Kings and Lord of Lords his peace. * And in 
this holy, pure Spirit is your eternal unity and fellowfhip; in 
which Spirit of truth ye ferve and worfhip the God of truth, who 
. eis 
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* is God over all, blefied for ever, Amen. So the Lord guide you, 168" 
* all with his Word of patience, Word of life, power, and wifdom, fonden. 
* in all your adtions, lives, converfations, and meetings to God’s 

* glory. My love to you all in the Lord Jefus Chrift, by whom all 

* things were made, who is over all, the Firft and the Laft. 

‘GG, FY 
‘ London, the gth of the 
‘ 4th month, 1681.’ 


About this time I had occafion to go to feveral of the judges 
chambers, upon a fuit about tithes. For my wife and I, with 
feveral other friends, were fued in Cartmel-Wapentake-Court in Lan- 
cafhire, for {mall tythes, and we had demurred to the jurifdiCtion of 
that court. Whereupon the plaintiff profecuted us in the exchequer 
court at Weftminfter ; where they run us up toa writ of rebellion, 
for not anfwering the bill upon oath, and got an order of court to the 
ferjeant to take me and my wife into cuftody. This was a little 
before the yearly meeting, at which time it was thought they 
would have taken me up; and according to outward appearance 
it was likely, and very eafy for him to have done it, I lodging at the 
fame places where I ufed to lodge, and being very publick in meet- 
ings. But the Lord’s power was over them, and reftrained them, 
fo that they did not take me. Yet underftanding a warrant was out 
again{ft me, as foon as the yearly meeting was well over, I took Wil- 
liam Mead with me, and went to feveral of the judges chambers, to 
let them underftand both the ftate of the cafe, and the ground and 
reafon of our tefufing to pay tithes. The firft we went to was judge 
Gregory, to whom I tendered mine and my wife’s anfwer to the 
plaintiff's bill; in which was fet forth, That my wife had lived 
three-and-forty years at Swarthmore, and in all that time there had 
been no tithe paid nor demanded: and an old man, who had long 
been a tithe-gatherer, had made affidavit that he never gathered tithe 
at Swarthmore Hall in judge Fell’s time, nor fince. ‘There were many 
particulars in our anfwer, but it would not be accepted without an 
oath. I told the judge, that both tithe and fwearing among Chrif- 
tians came from the pope; and it was matter of confcience to us 
not to pay tithes, nor to fwéar; for Chritt bid his difciples, who 
had freely received, give freely; and he commanded them, ‘ Not 
_ * to fwear at all.” The judge faid, There was tithe paid in Eng- 

land before popery was. I afked him by what law or ftatute they 
were paid then? But he was filent. Then I told him, there were 
eight poor men brought up to London out of the north about two 
hundred miles, for {mall tithes; one of them had no family, but 
himfelf and his wife, and kept no living creature but a cat. I 
afked him alfo, Whether they could take a man and his wife, and 
imprifon them both for fmall tithes, and fo deftroy a family? If 
they could, I defired to know by what law? He did not anfwer me ; 
but only faid, That was an hard cafe. When I found there was 
no help to be had there, we left him, and went to judge Montague’s 
‘chamber. With him I had a great deal of difcourfe concerning 


tithes. Whereupon he fent for our adverfary’s attorney; and when 
; Z he 
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he came, I offered him our anfwer. He faid, If we would pay the 
charges of the court, and be bound to ftand trial, and abide the 
judgment of the court, we fhould not have the oath tendered to us. 
I told him, they had brought thofe charges upon us, by requiring 
us to put in our anfwer upon oath; which they knew before we 
could not do for confcience-fake ; and as we could not pay any tithe, 
nor {wear, fo neither fhould we pay any of their charges. Upon this 
he would not receive our anfwer. So we went from thence to judge 
Atkyns’s chamber; and he being bufy, we gave our anfwers and our ~ 
reafons againft tithes and fwearing to his clerk; but neither could 
we find any encouragement from him to expect redrefs. Wherefore 
leaving him, we went to one of the moft noted counfellors, and 
fhewed him the ftate of our cafe, and our anfwers: he was very 
civil to us, and faid, ‘ This way of proceeding again{t us was fome- 
‘ what like an inquifition.” A few days after, thofe eight poor 
friends, that were brought up fo far out of the north, appeared be- 
fore the judges; and the Lord was with them, and his power was 
over the court, fo that the friends were not committed to the Fleet. 
Our caufe was put off till the next term (called Michaelmas term) 
and then it was brought before the four judges again. William 
Mead told the judges, that I had engaged myfelf never to meddle 
with my wife’s eftate. The judges could hardly believe that any man 
would do fo; whereupon he fhewed them the writing under my 
hand and feal; at which they wondered. ‘Then two of the judges 
and fome of the lawyers ftood up and pleaded for me, that I was 
not liable to the tithes ; but the other two judges and divers lawyers 
prefled earneftly to have me fequeftered, alledging that I was a publick 
man. At length they prevailed with one of the other two judges to 


join with them, and then granted a fequeftration againft me and my 


London. 


Suffex. 
Edmonton. 
Bucks. 
Henley. 
Reading. 
Ore, 
Oxford hire. 


Warborough. 


Slmore in the 


Vale of Bucks 


wife together. ‘Thereupon, by advice of counfel, we moved for a 
limitation, which was granted; and that much defeated our adver- 
fary’s defign in fuing out the fequeftration, for this limited the plain- | 
tiff to take no more than was proved. One of the judges, baron 
Wefton, was very bitter, and broke forth in a great rage againft me 

in the open court: but in a little time after he died. . 
After the yearly meeting I tarried about a month in London ; then 
went into Suffex to vifit friends there, amongft whom I had many 
large and very precious meetings in divers parts of that county. Yet I 
{pent not much time in Suffex, but returned pretty foon to London, 
whither I felt drawings in my fpirit ; and had very good fervice for the 
Lord there, both in publick meetings and amongift friends. When 
I had tarried fome time in London, I went to Edmonton; and 
from thence into Buckinghamfhire, where I vifited friends at feveral 
meetings in the upper fide of that county ; and then'went by Henley 
to Reading, where I tarried feveral meetings. I went no farther 
weftward at this time than Ore, where I had avery large meeting ; 
after which, ftriking through the edge of Oxfordfhire, I had a 
large and very precious meeting at Warborough, in which the glory 
of the Lord fhined over all. Many friends came to this meeting 
out of Berkthire, Buckinghamfhire, and Hampfhire. From thence 
I paffed to Ilmore in the Vale of Buckinghamfhire, where we had a 
; glorious 
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glorious meeting. The day following I returned to Mary Pening- 1681. 
ton’s. From whence I vilited the men’s and women’s monthly meet- 
ings at Hungerhill, and fome other meetings thereabouts; then Hungerhill. - 
pafied to Watford, where was a marriage of two friends, at which Watford. 
{ was prefent. A very large meeting we had on that occafion, and 
the Lord’s power was over all. I went from Watford to Longford 
in Middlefex, vifiting friends at Uxbridge in the way. MAt Long- Middlefex. 
ford we had a large meeting, it being on firft-day, and the prefence bipia s- 
of the Lord was precioufly felt amongft us; bleffed be his name! I ie 
ales from Longford to Kingfton, vifiting friends as I went, at 
taines and Sunbury. At Kingfton I abode with friends two mect- Staines. 

ings, wherein we were fweetly refrefhed together in the Lord. eee ars 
Paffing from thence towards London, I had a very precious meeting ae 
at Wand{worth : then crofling over to Hammerfmith, I hada good Wandfworth. 
meeting there ; which was the larger by reafon of a burial, and there i ea 
being a pretty opennefs in the people on that occafion, I had a fine f 
opportunity to open the way of truth amongit them. 

After I was come to London, I was moved to write the following London. 
paper, concerning that fpirit which had led fome, who profeffed 
truth, into ftrife and divifion, and to oppofe the way and work of 
the Lord: 


‘ Friends, | 
y OU that keep your habitation in the truth that is over all, do 
fee that it is the fame {pirit which leads the backfliders and 
apoftates now from the fpiritual fellowfhip and unity of the church 
of Chrift, that led Adam and Eve from God. This fpirit was 
the fame that was in the world, which got into the Jews when 
they were gone from the Spirit of God; and. then turned againft 
God and his prophets, and againft Chrift and his apoftles. That 
fpirit led them to be as bad as Pilate, or worfe. ‘The enmity or 
adverfary was got within them againft the truth, and thofe that 
walked in it, and the Spirit of the Lord; fo that they killed and 
deftroyed the Juft. This was the fpirit of the devil, the deftroyer, 
who {fought not only to deftroy the truth, but the order of it, and 
thofe that walked in it, when true Chriftianity was planted among 
the poffeffors of the light, grace, and truth, the holy gofpel faith 
and Spirit, who enjoyed Chrift in their heart. But when fome began 
to err from the Spirit and faith, to hate the light, difobey the gofpel, 
‘turn the grace of God into wantonnefs, walk defpitefully againft the 
Spirit of grace, turn from the truth, crucify to themfelves Chrift 
afrefh, and put him to open fhame; thefe were they that let in the 
fpirit of the world, who held the form of godlinefs, but denied 
the power thereof; and troubled the churches in the apoftles 
days.. When the fpirit of Satan had got into fuch, they were 
more troublefome to the church than the open perfecutors without. 
Thefe got into the aflemblies to deceive the hearts of the fimple ; 
having the good words and fair fpeeches, the fheep’s cloathing. 
Paul, Peter, John, Jude, and James had much to do with fuch, to 
keep them from troubling the church. of Chrift: for they are out 
of the light, power, and Spirit; therefore the apoftles of a 
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exhorted the faints to keep to the Word of life within ; to the An- 
ointing ; to the grace, truth, and Holy Spirit in their hearts. This 
foul fpirit will profefs all the fcriptures in words; but by the Spirit 
of God, which is holy, that f{pirit is tried, and its fruits. So the 
apoftates went from the power and Spirit of God, and turned 
again{t the prophets and martyrs of Jefus ; and became the whore, 
whofe cup all nations drank of. The dragon with his tail threw 
down many of the ftars, and would have devoured the woman with 
his flood; but the woman, the true church, was preferved, for 
the gates of hell cannot prevail againft her; and then the dragon 
made war with her Seed. So the dragon, the whore, beaft, and 
falfe prophets, all made war againft the Lamb and the faints ; but 
the Lamb and the faints will overcome them, and have the victory. 
And now the everlafting gofpel is preached again to ‘all nations, 
tongues, and people ; and many are gathered into the gofpel, the 
power of God, turned to the light, which is the life in Chrift, 
grafted into him, and are come to walk in the order of the new cove- 
nant of light and life, in the gofpel of peace and falvation. ‘The fame 
{pirit that oppofed the apoftles and the churches in their days, op- 
pofes now; yea, it is the fame that oppofed Chrift and difdained » 
him, that difdaineth God’s fervants now. ‘The fame that oppofed 
the prophets, and rebelled againft Mofes, oppofes and rebels againit 
God’s fervants and people now. It is the fame dark, blind, dif- 
obedient, faithlefs, wilful, jealous fpirit, that perfecutes fome with 
the hands, and others with the tongue. It is the fame fpirit that is now 
going about fometimes like a roaring lion, fometimes like a twifting 
ferpent to tempt, to deceive, and to devour, in thofe that have fair 
{peeches and good words, the fheeps cloathing, in a form of god- 
linefs, under pretence of light and liberty, but deny the power 
thereof, and inwardly are ravening wolves. If it were poffible, 
they would deceive the very ele&t. But the elect are in the cove- 
nant of light and life, in the power of God over them, and in 
Chrift, who will grind them to pieces, and flay all his enemies with 
his f{piritual fword, who will not have him to rule over or in 
them. In Chrift all his people have reft and peace, who is their 
fanctuary over all ftorms and tempefts. In Chrift, the fanétuary, 
no deceiver nor deftroyer can come; for he is a place of {weet reft 


and fafety. Hallelujah! praife the Lord for his fan¢tuary, Amen. 
Be Oe ey 


Sufferings continuing fevere upon friends at London, I found my 


fervice lay moftly there: wherefore I went but little out of town, 
and not far; being frequent at the moft publick meetings, to en- 
courage friends both by word and example, to ftand faft in the tefti- 
mony to which God had called them. At other times I went from 
houfe to houfe, vifiting thofe friends that-had their goods taken 
away for their teftimony to truth. And becaufe the wicked in- 
formers were grown very audacious, by reafon they had much coun- 
tenance and encouragement from. fome juftices, who, trufting wholly 
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to their information, proceeded againft friends without hearing them’: 1682. 
whereby many were made to fuffer, not only contrary to right, but 

: . ‘ eg London. 
even contrary to law alfo. I advifed with fome friends about it ; and 
we drew up a paper, which was delivered to moft of the magiftrates 
in and about the city, as followeth : 


‘ MAE aay informers have obtained warrants of fome juftices 
‘ of peace, who have convicted many of us without hearin 
* us, or once fummoning us to appear before them ; by which pro- 
‘ ceedings many have had their goods feized and taken away, being 
* generally fined ten pounds apiece for an unknown fpeaker: and 
« fome of thofe perfons fo fined have not been at the meetings the 
* were fined for; and the fpeaker notwithftanding hath himfelf 
¢ been fined for the fame meeting, the fame day the others were 
« fined for the unknown fpeaker. The juftices may fee the wicked- 
« nefs of thefe informers, by whofe falfe oaths we have been’ con- 
« victed for an unknown preacher, when the preacher hath been 
‘ both known and fined. Alfo in their fwearing fuch perfons to 
‘ have been at fuch a meeting fuch a day, when indeed thofe fo 
* {worn againft have not been at that meeting. By which proceed- 
« ings feveral families of the king’s peaceable fubjects are like to be 
¢ ruined, if a fpeedy ftop be not put thereunto. Therefore we hope 
« and defire that you, the king’s juftices, for the time to come, 
< when any informers fhall come to any of you with an information 
« againft any of us,- will fummon fuch as are accufed to appear be- 
« fore you, and hear us and our accufers face to face; that none 
« may fuffer for what they are not guilty of. For Pilate the go- 
« yernor heard Chrift and his accufers rae to face before he con- 
« demned him, John xix. The council and chief priefts heard 
* Stephen and his accufers, with the witneffes that were .brought 
* againft him, face to face, before they condemned him, Aéts vii. 
« The Roman captain heard Paul and his accufers face to face, Acts 
‘ xxiii. Felix the governor heard Paul and Ananias the high-prieft, 
« and the elders that accufed Paul, face to face, Acts xxiv. And 
« when the high-priefts and chief of the Jews accufed Paul to 
« Feftus, he heard Paul and his accufers, and them that witneffed 
€ again{t him, face to face, Adts xxv. Doth the law of God, or 
« did the Roman law, or doth the law of the land judge any man 
« before he and his accufers, and they that witnefs againft him, be 
‘ heard face to face?’ 


This fomewhat moderated the juftices: and after this feveral 
friends, who had been illegally profecuted and fined, entered their 
appeals ; upon trial whereof they were acquitted, and the informers 
caft: which was a great difcouragement to the informers, and fome 
relief to friends. 

A little before the time for choofing new theriffs for the city, 
thofe who put up to be chofen defiring our friends to give their voices 
for them, I wrote a few lines, tending to difcover what fpirit they 
were of, and how they ftood affected to true liberty ; it was by way 
of inquiry, thus: . 
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1682. ¢ D° any here in London, who ftand to be chofen fheriffs, owt 
we ; that Chrift, who was crucified without the gates of Jerufa- 
« lem, to be the light of the world, that «* enlightens every man 
«© that cometh into the world,” who faith, ‘< Believe in the light, 
«« that ye may become children of the light?” Is any of you againft 
‘ perfecuting people for their religion and worfhip of God in Spirit 
¢ and truth, as Chrift commandeth ? For Chrift faid, «* I am: not. 
“© of this world, nor my kingdom ;” therefore he doth not uphold 
«his fpiritual worfhip and pure religion with worldly and. car-~ 
« nal weapons. Chrift faid, «« Swear not at all;” and his apoftle 
James faith the fame: but will not you force us to fwear, and 
break Chrift’s and his apoftle’s commands, in putting oaths.to us? 
Chrift faith to his apoftles, «* Freely ye have received, freely give :” 
Will not you force us to give tithes and maintenance to fuch 
teachers as we know God hath not fent ? Shall we be free to ferve 
and worfhip God, and keep his and his Son’s commands, if we 
give our voices freely for you? for we are unwilling to give our 
voices for fuch as will imprifon and perfecute us, and fpoil our 
goods.’ 


SAO Aa Mt A? AS a ome ele 


But whatever the candidates were, I obferved heat and firifeun 
the fpirits of the people that were to choofe; wherefore I wrote a 
few lines to be fpread amongft them, directed, 


© To the people who are chufing theriffs in London : 


* People, | ‘ 
¢ (Aoi keep in the gentle and peaceable wifdom of God, which 
¢ is above that which is.earthly, fenfual, and devilifh ; and live in 
* that love of God that is not puffed up, nor is unfeemly ; which 
‘ envieth not, but beareth and endureth all things. In this love ye 
¢ will feek the good and peace of all men, and the hurt of no man. 
« Keep out of all heats, be not hot-headed; but be cool and gentle, 
« that your Chriftian moderation may appear to all men; for the 
¢ Lord is at hand, who beholds all men’s words, thoughts, and 
« actions, and will reward every one according to their work: what 
‘« every man foweth, that fhall he reap.’ 


I had fome inclination to go into the country to a meeting: but 
hearing there would be a buftle at our meetings, and feeling great 
difquietnefs in people’s fpirits in the city about choofing {heriffs, it 
was upon me to go to the meeting in Gracechurch-ftreet on firft 
day. William Penn went with me, and {poke in the meeting. 
While he was declaring the truth, a conftable came in with his 
great ftaff, and bid him give over, and come down: but William 
Penn held on, declaring truth in the power of God. After a while 
the conftable drew back ; and when William Penn had done, I ftood 
up, and declared to the people * the everlafting gofpel which was. 
* preached in the apoftles days, and to Abraham ; which the church 
* in the apoftles days did receive, and came to be heirs of. ‘This 
* gofpel, I declared, was fent from heaven by the Holy Ghoft in 
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the apoftles days, and is fo now ; and was not of man, neither by 
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man, but by the revelation of the Holy Ghoft. And now this Aca 
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* gofpel is preached again (as John faw; and faid it fhould be) to all 
* nations, tongues, and people ; and all people now are to hear Chrift 
‘ the Prophet, in this his gofpel of the new covenant. For as 
« Mofes faid, «* Like unto me will God raife up a prophet, and him 
*« fhall ye hear in all things:” fo, faid I, this prophet Chrift is 
< come, and all the Jews in Spirit, the true believing Chriftians in 
* the light, who have the law of God written in their hearts, and 
* put into their minds, are to hear Chrift in his gofpel, new tefta- 
« ment, and new covenant, which is the law of the Spirit of life in 
‘ Chrift Jefus, who bruifes the ferpent’s head (which is the head of 
‘ enmity) and makes free from the law of fin anddeath. I thewed, 
¢ that all whom Chrift quickens and makes alive, he makes to fit 
‘ together in the heavenly places in himfelf. So that they do not 
‘ wander up and down, like the fool’s eye in the corners of the 
‘ earth; nor are their eyes abroad in the world, to fit down in the 
‘ world’s invented feats of religion; but they fit together in him, as 
* the faints did in the apoftles days. So Chrift was and is their trea- 
« {ure of wifdom, life, knowledge, and falvation.’ As I was thus 
{peaking, two conftables came in with their great ftaves, and bid me 
* give over fpeaking, and come down.’ But I, feeling the power 
of the Lord with me, {poke on therein, both to the conftables, and 
to the people. ‘To the conftables I declared, « That we were a 
* peaceable people, who meet to wait upon God, and worfhip him 
* in Spirit and in truth; and therefore they needed not to have come 
« with their ftaves againft us, who were met in a peaceable manner, 
‘ defiring and feeking the good and falvation of all people.’ Then 
turning my {peech to the people again, I declared what further was 
upon me to them. While I was i{peaking, the conftables drew to- 
wards the door, and the foldiers ftood with their mufkets in the 
yard. WhenI had done {peaking, I kneeled down, and prayed, 
defiring the Lord to open the eyes and hearts of all people, high and 
low, that their minds might be turned to God by his Holy Spirit ; 
that he might be glorified in all and over all. After prayer the meet- 
ing rofe, and friends pafled away, the conftables being come in 
again without the foldiers ; and indeed both they and the foldiers car= 
ried themfelves civilly. William Penn and I went into a room hard 
by, as we ufed to do, and many friends went with us ; and left the con- 
{tables fhould think we would fhun them, a friend went down and 
told them, if they would have any thing with us, they might come 
where we were, if they pleafed. One of them came to us foon 
after, but without his ftaff; which he chofe to do, that he might 
not be obferved; for he faid, ‘ The people told him, he bufied 
« himfelf more than he needed.’ We defired to fee his warrant; 
and we therein found the informer was one Hilton, a north country 
man, reputed a Papift. The conftable was afked, Whether he 
would arreft us by his warrant on that day, it being firft day, which 
in their law was called the Lord’s day ? He faid, ‘ He thought he 
‘ could not.’ He told us alfo, ¢ He had charged the informer to 
‘ come along with him to the meeting, but he had run away nes 
© him.’ 
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4 ; 
¢‘ him.” We fhewed the conftable, that both he and we were clear ; 
yet to free him from all fear of danger, we were free to go to the 
alderman that granted the warrant. A friend prefent faid, He 
would go with the conftable to fpeak with the alderman ; which they 
did, and came prefently back again, the alderman being gone from 
home. We feeing the conftable in a ftrait, and finding him a tender 
man, bid him fet an hour to come to us again, or fend for us, and 
we would cometohim. So he appointed the fifth hour in the after- 
noon, but neither came nor fent for us; and a friend meeting him 
afterwards in the evening, the conftable told him, ‘ He thought it 
* would come to nothing, and therefore did not look after us.’ So 
the Lord’s power was over all; to him be the glory ! 

The fourth day following, it was upon me to go to Gracechurch- 
ftreet meeting again: for I had heard they would come to break up 
the meeting that day. The neighbours, it feems, were informed 
fo, a juftice had granted a warrant for that purpofe, and the conftable 
told a friend that Hilton the informer had been with him about it. 
The conftable would have had the informer to have gone with him 
to the meeting, but he would not; and would have the conftable go 
without him: whether that put the conftable by, I know not ; 
but he did not come. I was in a travail of f{pirit in the power of 
God, and was moved in it to go to the meeting; and the Lord’s 
power did chain all down. Though they threatened to bring the 
red coats, none of them came, nor was there any difturbance; 
but a glorious, powerful meeting it was, and very peaceable ; glory, 
honour, and praifes be to the Lord over all for ever, Amen! 

During the time I abode at London, as I had leifure between 
meetings, and from other publick fervices, I wrote divers books and 
papers; fome of which were printed, and others fpread about in 
manufcript. Of thefe, one was directed, ‘ To the bifhops and _ 
* others, that ftirred up perfecution; to fhew them from the holy 
‘ fcriptures, that they did not walk therein according to the royal © 
* law, “* To love their neighbour as themfelves, and to do to others 
<¢ as they would be done unto.”. Another was, ‘ To all the feveral 
‘ forts of profeffed Chriftians, as well Proteftants as Papifts, whofe 
‘ religion and worfhip ftands in outward obfervances and ceremonies ; 


© preffing them, from thofe words of the apoftle Paul to the Gala- 


* tians, chap. v. ver. 2, 3, 4. ** Behold, I Paul fay unto you, that 
“© if ye be circumcifed, Chrift fhall profit you nothing. For I 
“< teftify again to every man that is circumcifed, that he is a debtor 
“* tothe whole law. Chrift is become of no effect unto you, who- 
“* foever of you are juftified by the law: ye are fallen from grace,” 
‘ to confider, whether they, being gone back into legal obfervations 
‘and fhadowy ceremonies (in upholding tithes, offerings, firft- 
‘ fruits, prieft’s garments, outward altars, temples, lamps, lights, 
‘ &c. and in obferving days, months, times, years, with many 
‘ other things commanded by the law) were not gone into the fame 
* ftate that the Galatians were running into ; and fo were fallen from 
* grace, and become debtors to the whole law.’ Another was, ‘ To 
“ direct and turn all people to the Spirit of God, that they might 
‘ thereby receive a right underftanding, and be able to diftinguith 
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* between right and wrong, truth and error; that under pretence of 1682. 
« punifhing evil-doers, they might not themfelves do evil in perfe- eat 


n 


cuting the righteous.. Which is here inferted : 


ot Spirit of God, which he hath poured upon all, giveth 

an underftanding to all that are led by it; and to thofe who 
do not quench the motions of it, it giveth knowledge and under- 
ftanding to diftinguifh good from evil, light from darknefs, Chrift 
from Antichrift, the old teftament or covenant from the new, the 
old way from the new and living way; the fheep and lambs from 
the goats and wolves; the worfhip of God, which Chrift fet up 
above fixteen hundred years ago, from the dragon’s and beatft’s 
worfhip ; and all thofe that worfhip the works of men’s hands, and 
the will-worfhippers; from them that worfhip God in his Spirit 
and in his truth, in which God’s people worfhip him ; which wor- 
fhip is over all falfe worfhips and worfhippers. ‘Thofe who believe 
in the light, which is the life in Chrift, become the children of 
light, and are the lambs of Jefus. Thefe lambs follow the Lamb 
of God, that taketh away the fins of the world; they will not 
follow the hirelings, nor the ftrangers, to be led into ftrange ways, 
doctrines, religions, and churches: for the lambs of Chrift follow 
Chrift the Lamb of God, and know his heavenly voice. They 
know alfo, that thofe who are without Chrift are dogs and wolves, 
adulterers, idolaters, liars, and unbelievers, who would devour 
the lambs: but thefe are in the hand of the Lord, which is his 
power, that is over all; fuch do good in his power unto all; for 
they have the mind of Chrift, who would have all come to the 
knowledge of the truth, and be faved. Thofe that do good to all, 
do hurt to none: for that {pirit, that doth hurt to any, is not of 
God; but that Spirit, which doth good to all, and efpecially to 
the houfhold of faith, is of God. Chrift came not to deftroy 
men’s lives, but to fave them: it is the devil that is the deftroyer 
of men’s lives about religion, who corrupts men and women, 
makes them deaf and blind to the things of God, and to halt out 
of God’s way. Thofe that obey the evil one, and forfake the 
Lord, fuch the deftroyer doth deftroy: but Chrift deftroys that 
deftroyer, and in Chrift all have life. 
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I wrote alfo concerning meditation, delight, exercife, and ftudy ; 
fhewing from the fcriptures of truth what true Chriftians ought to 
meditate upon, exercife their minds and take delight in, and what they 
fhould ftudy todo. For in thefe things not prophane and loofe people 
only, but even great profeffors of religion, are very much miftaken ; 
taking delight in earthly, fading, perifhing things 3 whereas they 
ought to meditate on heavenly things, delight in the law of God 
after the inward man, and exercife themfelves to have always a ‘ con- 
© f{cience void of offence towards God and towards men,’ as the apoftle 
Paul did. 

As fufferings continued very fore and heavy upon friends not only 
in the city, but in moft parts of the nation, I drew up a paper to 
be prefented to the king ; fetting forth our grievances, and defiring 
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redrefs from him in thofe particular cafes which I underftood were 
in his power. But not having relief from him, it came upon me to 
write an epiftle to friends, to encourage them in their fufferings, 
that they might bear with patience the many exercifes brought upon 
them, both by magiftrates and falfe brethren and apoftates; whofe 
wicked books and filthy flanders grieved the upright-hearted. This 
epiftle I wrote at Dalfton, whither I went to vifit an ancient friend 
that lay fick. 


‘ , Ropar and brethren in Chrift Jefus, whom the Lord hath 
€ called and gathered into himfelf, in him abide: for without 
him ye can do nothing, and through him ye can do all things. 
He is your ftrength and fupport in all your trials, temptations, im- 
prifonments, and fufferings, who for Chrift’s fake are accounted as 
{heep for the flaughter: in all thefe things we are more than 
conquerors, through Chrift who hath loved us. Therefore, friends, 
though ye fufter by the outward powers, ye know that the pro- 
phets, Chrift, and the apoftles, fuffered by the unconverted. And 
though ye fuffer by falfe brethren and apoftates fora time, and by 
their .filthy books and tongues, whofe tongues indeed are become 
no flander, let them {peak, write, or print what they will: for 
the fober people even of the world hardly regard it. It is well 
they have manifefted themfelves to the world, that their folly 
may proceed no farther; though to the utmoft of their power they 
have fhewed their wicked intent to ftir up the magiftrates, pro- 
feffors, and prophane againft us, and to {peak evil of the way of 
truth. God’s judgments will overtake them, as fure as they have 
come upon thofe that are gone before them. Let their pretence 
be ever fo high, mark their end; for they will fall like untimely 
figs, and wither like the grafs on the top of the houfe. Though 
they may feem to flourifh, and make a boaft and a nojfe for 4 
time; yet the Seed is on the head of fuch, which will grind them 
to powder; which Seed bruifeth the ferpent’s head, Therefore in 
this Seed, Chrift, who is your fanctuary, reft, peace, and quiet 
habitation, who is the Firft and the Laft, and over all, in him 
walk ; for the Lord taketh pleafure in his faithful people, that 
ferve and worfhip him. Therefore let the faints be joyful in 
glory ; and the God of Peace, the God of all grace, who hath 
called us into his eternal glory by Jefus Chrift, after that ye have 
fuffered a while, make you perfect, ftablith, ftrengthen, and fettle » 
you. Caft all your care upon the Lord, for he careth for you. 
And dearly beloved, think it not ftrange concerning the fiery trial 
which is to try you, as though fome ftrange thing had happened to 
you; for it is better, if the will of God be fo, that ye duffer for 
well-doing than for evil-doing; and rejoice, inafmuch as ye are 
made partakers of Chrift’s fufferings. Wherefore let them that 
fuffer according to the will of God, commit the keeping of their 
fouls to him in well-doing, as unto a faithful Creator: for unto 
you is given, in the behalf of Chrift, not only to believe in him, 
but alfo to fuffer for his fake. So it is given, or is a gift from 
Chrift to fuffer for his name; and therefore rejoice, inalmuch as 
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* ye are made partakers of Chrift’s fufferings. If ye be reproached 
« or evil-fpoken of for the name of Chrift, happy are ye; for the 
« Spirit of glory and of God refteth upon you: on their part he is 
« evil-fpoken of, but on your part he is glorified. Therefore if any 
« fuffer as Chriftians, let them not be afhamed, but glorify God on 
© this behalf. ‘Though now for a feafon ye are in fufferings, trials, 
« and temptations, that the trial of your faith, being much more pre- 
« cious than that of gold which perifhes, though it be tried with 
‘ fire, may be found unto praife, honour, and glory, who are kept 
« by the power of God, through faith, unto falvation. Therefore 
« mind your keeper, where-ever-ye are, or what fufferings foever ye 
«- be in; and mind the example of the apoftle, how he fuffered trouble 
« as an evil-doer, unto bonds. But the Word of God is not bound, 
~€ which is everlafting and endures for ever: and they who are in 
* that which is not everlafting, and doth not endure for ever, cannot 
“ bind the Word. The apoftle faid, «« I endure all things for the 
<* elect’s fake ; that they may alfo obtain the falvation which is in 
<¢ Chrift Jefus, with eternal glory (mark, with eternal glory.) And 
<¢ if we fuffer with Chrift, we fhall reign with Chrift, who abide 
<¢ faithful.” Therefore ftrive not about words to no profit; but 
‘ fhun prophane and vain babblings, for they will increafe unto 
« more ungodlinefs ; that ye may be veffels of honour, fanctified and 
« meet for Chrift your mafter’s ufe, and prepared unto every good 
* work. Follow after righteoufnefs, godlineis, faith, love, patience, 
* and meeknefs. Fight the good fight of faith with your heavenly 
< weapons ; which faith is victory (or gives victory) by which ye lay 
‘ hold on eternal life, and have accefs unto God, “* who will render 
“* to every man according to his deeds: to them, who by patient 
“© continuing in well-doing, feek for glory, and honour, and immor- 
«« tality, eternal life; but unto them that are contentious, and do 
«* not obey the truth, but obey unrighteoufnefs, indignation and 
«¢ wrath, tribulation and anguifh upon every foul of man that doth 
«© evil; but glory, honour, and peace to every man that worketh 
<* good.” Chrift faid to his difciples, «* If the world hate you, ye 
«« know that it hated me before it hated you. If ye were of the 
* world, the world would love its own: but becaufe ye are not of 
«* the world, but I have chofen you out of the world, therefore the 
«© world hateth you.” And, “ If they have perfecuted me, they 
<¢ will alfo perfecute you.” And John in his general epiftle to the 
‘ church faith, <‘ Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hate you. 
~“ We know that we have paffed from death to life, becaufe we 
** love the brethren.” And Chrift in his prayer to his Father faith 
‘ of his followers, ** As thou haft fent me into the world, even fo 
«* have [ alfo fent them into the world; and the glory which thou 
<< gaveft me I have given them, that they may be one, even as we 
“«¢ are one.” Therefore all ye that know God and Jefus Chrift (whom 
« to know is eternal life) and are partakers of his glory, keep the 
* teftimony of Jefus, and be valiant for his- truth upon earth, that 
« ye may be all fettled upon Chrift, the rock and foundation. 
© Ge Fs 
« Dalfton, the 3d of the 
* 8th month, 1682.’ ‘ -- -T made 
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I made but little ftay at Dalfton, but returned to London, where 
I continued moft part of the winter ; labouring in the fervice of 
truth amongtt friends : fave that I was a little while at Kingfton, in 
the tenth month of this year, where I wrote a book, fetting forth 
‘The ftate of the birth temporal, and the birth fpiritual: and the 
« duty and ftate of a child, youth, young men, aged men and fathers 
‘ in the truth,’ &c. But I ftaid not long at Kingfton neither ; for 
the heat of perfecution ftill continuing, I felt my fervice to be moft 
at London, where our meetings were for the moft part difturbed 
and broken up, or friends were forced to meet without-doors, being 
kept out of their meeting-houfes by the officers. Yet fometimes, 
beyond expectation, we got a quiet and peaceable meeting in the 
houfes. One time I was minded to have gone a mile or two out of 
town, to vifit a friend that was not well: but hearing-that the king 
had fent to the mayor to put the laws in execution againft diffenters, — 
and that the magiftrates thereupon intended to nail up the meeting- 
houfe doors, I had not freedom to go out of town, but was moved 
to go the meeting at Gracechurch-ftreet ; and, notwithitanding all 
their threats, a great meeting it was, and very quiet ; and the glory 
of the Lord fhone over all. 

The fame week I went to the meeting at the Peelin John’s-ftreet, 
and the feffions were holden the fame day at Hicks’s-hall. I went 
in the morning ; and William Mead being to appear at the feffions 
for not going to the {teeple-houfe worfhip, came once or twice from 
Hicks’s-hall to me at the Peel; which fome ill-minded people ob- 


ferving, went and informed the juftices at the bench, that he was 


gone to a meeting at the Peel. Whereupon they fent a meffenger 
to fee if there was a meeting; but this being in the forenoon, there 
was no meeting, fo the meflenger went back and told them. Then. 
others informed the juftices that there would be a meeting there in 
the afternoon; whereupon they fent for the chief conftable, and 
afked him, * Why he fuffered a meeting to be at the Peel, fo nigh 
« him?’ He told them, ‘ He did not know of any meeting there.’ 
They afked him, ‘ How he could but know it, and live fo nigh it ?” 
He faid, ‘« He was never there in his life, and did not know there 
‘was a mecting there.’ They would have perfuaded him, that he 
mutt needs know of it ; but he ftanding ftedfaft in the denial of it, they 
faid, * They fhould take order to have it looked after in the after- 
‘noon.’ But a multitude of bufinefs coming before them at the 
feffions, when dinner-time came, they haftened to their dinner, | 
without giving order; and when they came to the bench again after 
dinner, the Lord put it out of their minds, fo the meeting was 
quiet, beginning and ending in peace; and a blefied meeting we 
had, the Lord’s prefence being precioufly amongftus. Many friends 
had a concern upon their minds, when they faw me come into the 
meeting, left I fhould have been taken; but I was freely given up 
to fuffer, if it was the Lord’s will, before I went, and had nothing 
in my mind concerning it but the Lord’s glory. I do believe that 
the Lord put it out of their minds, that they fhould not fend to 
break up our meeting that day. Yet the firft day after, three or 


four juftices (as I heard) came to the Peel, and put friends out of 
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their meeting-houfe, and kept them out and inquired-for William | 1682. 

Mead, but he was not there. ; cy a8 a yetoy 
That day I was moved to go to Gracechurch-ftreet meeting; and racechurch- 

it was expected that the officers would come to. break up the meet-""t mecting. 

_ ing, or keep friends out; and many hundreds of people came to fee 
_ what would:he done to. us. . But the officers came not ;. fo we were 

in peace and quietnefs ; and many. of the people that came to Jook 

on, ftaid all the time ;_and a glorious, precious meeting we had, for 

the-Lord’s prefence was plentifully amongft us, and his power came 

ever all; ylory to his name for ever, who is over all! _ 

_ Thad {een the mayor’s printed fpeech for putting the laws in exe- 

eution againit diffenters: and it was much in my mind that we 

fhould draw, up a,paper-to fend to the mayor and-aldermen, to clear 

ourfelves froin ‘being fuch as’ thofe laws were made. againi{t ; and to 

fet forth our peaceable behaviour both towards the king and the 

government,  Accordingly-a'paper was,drawn up, figned, and deli- 

vered to the mayor; and.copies thereof delivered to the aldermen, 

and the bifhop of London, .who generally took it kindly, and were 

civil to the friends that.delivered it. |...) . 

. About this time I was moved to write the few, lines following to 

friends : oy 
« Dear friends, ; " ' 
‘ REEL the power of God in, you. all, and over all, and by it 
¢ 4 Jet your hearts be united to one another, and to the Lord 
‘ God, who hath gathered. you by himfelf by his power and 
* Spirit, to be a people to ferve and worfhip him. Sq you may all 
‘ f{trive to excel one another in virtue, and in that love that beareth 
‘ all things, and edifieth the body of Chrift, the body of the fecond 
‘ Adam. For the body of old Adam in the fall is full of malice, 

_* envy, and vice. ‘Therefore you that are called out of old Adam 
« in the fall, and have put on-Chrift the fecond Adam that never fell, , 
« walk in him, the treafure of life, wifdom, and knowledge, in whom 
* ye have peace with God, ‘who is the Firft and Laft, the Beginning 
« and the Ending. So let all be gathered up to God, into him 
¢ who reconcileth all things in one, both things in heaven and things 
¢ on earth; who is the faithful and true witnefs in male and female, 
‘ In him fit down, who. is above the-fubtle foxes in their holes, and 
« the fowls of the air in their nefts; I fay, fit down in Chrift, who 
© 


_. hath no place among them to lay his head; he is your reft. So in 


him is my love to you all. 

‘G. F, 
-* London, the 20th of the ve 
‘ 11th month, 1682.’ 


-Not long after, I received an account by letter, from fome friends 
that were prifoners at Denbigh in Wales; that many friends there were 
_ under great fufferings for the. teftymony of a good confcience. In 
the tender fenfe whereof I was moved in the love of God to vifit 
them with a few lines, as a word -of confolation to them-in their 
| 7 C fufferings ; 


— 
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fufferings ; and of exhortation, to ftand faft in the teftimony com- 
mitted to them, after this manner : fi 


‘ Ida: fuffering lambs for the name and command of Jefus ! 
6 be valiant for his truth, and faithful, and ye will feel the 
« prefence of Chrift with you. Look at him who fuffered for you, 
‘ hath bought you, and will feed you, who faith, « Be-of good 
« comfort, I have overcome the world :’* who deftroys the devil and 
« his works, and bruifes the ferpent’s head. I fay, look at Chrift 
‘« your fanctuary, in whom ye have reft and peace. To you it is 
‘ given not only to believe, but to fuffer for his name’s fake. They 
‘« that will live godly in Chrift Jefus, fhall fuffer perfecution by the 
« ungodly profefiors of Chrift Jefus who live out of him. There- 
‘ fore be valiant for God’s truth upon the earth, and look above that 
« {pirit that makes you fuffer, up to Chrift, who was before it was, 
« and will be when it is gone. Confider all the prophets, Chrift, 
‘« and the apoftles, who fuffered and were perfecuted; but they were 
“ never perfecuted as true men, but as deceivers, and yet true. Chrift 
‘ is the fame to-day as yefterday, a rock and foundation for your 
‘ age and generation, for you to build upon. I have written con- 
« cerning you (after I heard your letter) to friends in Chefhire to 
‘ vifit you, underftanding that you belong to their quarterly meet- 
‘ing: I defire fome friends of your county would go, and lay your 
‘ fuffering condition before the monthly or quarterly meeting in 
‘ Chefhire. I have written likewife to Richard Davis, that fomé 
« of that fide may go and vifit you, and fee how your condition is. 
S My love is to you in the Lord, who is your alone fupport. 
Gah, 
‘ London, the 27th of the . 
« zith month, 1682.’ 


Becaufe the magiftrates were many of them unwilling to have 
fines laid upon meeting-houfes, they kept friends out in many places, 
fetting officers and guards of foldiers at the doors and paflages; yet 
fometimes friends were fined for {peaking or praying, though it were 
abroad. One firft day it was upon me to go to Devonfhire-houfe 
meeting in the afternoon; and becaufe I had heard friends were 
kept out there that morning (as they were that day at moft meetings 
about the city) I went fomewhat the fooner, and got into the yard, 
before the foldiers came to guard the paffages: but the conftables 
were got there before me, and ftood in the door-way with their 
ftaves. I afked them to let me goin: they faid, ‘ They could not, 
‘nor durft not; for they were commanded the contrary, and were 
* forry for it.’ I told them, I would not prefs upon them; fo I 
ftood by, and they were very civil. I ftood till I was weary; then 
one gave me a ftool to fit down on: and after a while the power of 
the Lord began to fpring up among friends, and one began to fpeak. 
The conftables foon forbad him, and faid, he fhould not {peak ; 
and he not ftopping, they began to be wroth. But I gently laid my 
hand upon one of the conftables, and wifhed him to let him alone. 
The conftable did fo, and was quiet; and the man did not {peak 

long. 
* 
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in my declaration faid, ‘ They need not come againft us with fwords bette: 
‘ and ftaves ; for we were a peaceable people, and had nothing in, - 
* our hearts but good-will to the king and magiftrates, and to all 
* people upon the earth. We did not “* meet under pretence of re- 
“ ligion to plot and contrive again{ft the government, or to raife in- 
“« furrections ;” but to worfhip God in Spirit andin truth. We had 

‘ Chrift to be our Bifhop, Prieft, and Shepherd, to feed us*and 
“ overfee us, and he ruled in our hearts ; fo we could all fit in filence, 

* enjoying our teacher. So to Chrift, their Bifhop and Shepherd, I 

© recommended them all.’ I fat down, and aftera while was moved 
to pray, and the power of the Lord was over all; and the people, 
with the conftables and foldiers, put off their hats. When the meet- 
ing was done, and friends began to pafs away, the conftable put off 
his hat, and defired the Lord to blefs us: for the power of the Lord 
was over him and the people. 

After this I went up and down, vifiting friends at their houfes, 
who had their goods taken from them for worfhipping God. We 
fook an account of what had been taken from them: and fome 
friends met together about it, and drew up the cafe of the fufferings 
of our friends in writing, and gave it to the juftices at their petty 
fefions. Whereupon they made an order, « That the officers fhould 
‘ not fell the goods of friends which they had in their hands, but 
« keep them till the next feffions ;’ which gave fome difcouragement 
to the informers, and put a little {top to their proceedings. 

The next firft day it was upon me to go to the meeting at the Sovap surety 
Savoy ; and by that time it was gathered, the beadle came in; and ing 
after him the wild people, like a fea, but the Lord’s power chained 
them all. The Spirit of the Lord went through and over all, 
and they were quiet, and we had a glorious, peaceable meeting ; 
bleffed be the Lord for his unfpeakable goodnefs! This was in the 
twelfth month 1682. 

In the firft month 1683 I went to Kingfton upon Thames. As 1683. 
I went to the mecting, I met the chief conftable who had been at Kingfton up: 
the meeting-place, and had fet watchmen to keep us out; yet he o Thames. 
was pretty civil, and the watchmen let friends have a couple of 
forms out, to fit upon in the highway : fo friends met together there, 
and a very precious meeting wevhad; for the refrefhing prefence of 

the Lord was with us, in which we parted in peace. 

Having vifited and encouraged friends there, I returned to London, London. 

and went to the meeting at Bull and Mouth, where the conftables ty ee 
with their watchmen kept a guard, to keep friends out of the houfe. oe ones 
So we met in the ftreet; and when any friend fpoke, the officers 
and watchmen made a great buftle to pull him down, and take him 
into cuftody. After fome other friends had {poken, it was upon me 
to fpeak. I faid, ‘ Heaven is God’s throne, and earth is his foot- 
~ € ftool: and will ye not let us ftand upon God’s foot{tool to worfhip 
* and ferve the living God ?? While I fpoke, they were quiet : and 
after I had cleared myfelf, we broke up our meeting in peace, 
This was on the fixth day of the week. 
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On the firtt "day following I was moved to go to the meeting 


at Gracechurch-ftreet.. When I came'there, Pfound a.guard fet 


Gracechurch-at. the entrance in Lombard-ftreet, and ‘another at the gate..ia 


fireet meet- 
ing. 


Surry. 

’ Guildford. 
Snffex. 
Worming- 

» harft. 


Kingfton. 


London. 
Wheeler- 
ftreet meet- 
ing. 


Graéechurch-ftreet, to keep friends out of the meeting-place; fo 
we were fain‘to meetin the ftreet. After fome time I gotwachair, 
ftood up in it, and {poke largely to the people, « Opening’ the: prine 
‘ciples of truth to them, and declaring many weighty truths com- 
€ cerning “magiftracy, and the’ Lord’s prayer,’i);'There! was, \befides 
friends, a great multitude of. people, and all was very quiet) forthe 
Lord’s power was over all, and in his time we broke up eur meet= 
ing, and departed in peace. ‘ 

Next day I went to Guildford in Surry 5 and having vifited friends 
there, pafled to Worminghurft in Suflex, ‘where Dhad a‘very biefed 
meeting among’ friends, free from difturbance. > While I -was there; 
James Claypole of London (who with his’ wife was there alioy was 
fuddenly taken very ill with fo violent a fit of the ftone, that hecould 
neither ftand nor lie; but through the extremity of pain eried.out 
like a woman ‘in‘travail. When I heard it, I-was much exercifed: in - 
{pirit for him, and went to him. After 1 ‘had fpoken’a fewwords 
to him, to turn his mind inward, I was moved to lay my hand upon 


him, and‘ prayed the Lord to rebuke his infirmity. “As I laidany 


hand on him, ‘the Lord’s power went through him ; and by fauh in 
that power he’ had fpeedy eafe, fo that he quickly fell into afleep. 
When he awaked, the ftoné came from him hke dirt; and he. was 
fo well, that the next day he rede with me five-and-twerity miles in 


a coach, ‘though he ufed formerly (as he faid) to lie fometimes two 


weeks, fomeétimes a month, with one of thofe fits of the ftone. But 
the Lord was intreated for him, and by his power foon gave-him 
eafe at this time: bleffed and praifed be his holy name therefore ! 
After Phad had fome meetings in Suffex and Surry, and vifited 
friends thereaway, I returned to London by Kingfton, where I had 
a meeting on the firft day of the fecond month; being firft day. . 


‘We were kept out of the meeting-houfe by a conftable and watch- 


men, fo were fain to meet in the highway. But it being the monthly 
meeting day, and many people being there, the meeting was pretty 
large, and very quiet ; aud the Lord’s bleffed prefence was amongit us ; 
bleffed' be his name for ever! dais 
Being come to London, I:went to the meeting at. Wheeler-ftreet 
near Spitalfields, which that day proved very large, anda glorious, 
bleffed meeting it was: for the Lord’s power and truth was over all, 


and many deep and weighty things were opened to the people, to — 


their great fatisfaction. 3 lta eae a 
I tarried in and near London, vifiting meetings, and labouring in 


~ the fervice of the’ gofpel, ‘till the yearly meeting came.on, which 


began the 28th of the third month. It was a:time.of great fuffer- 


- “ings ;and much concerned I was, left friends, that came up ‘out ‘of . 
‘the country on‘ the church’s fervice, fhould be taken and iniprifoned 
‘at-London. But the Lord was with us, his:power preferved* us ; 
-and'gave us a fweet and bleffed opportunity to wait upon himy and 

_ berefrefhed together in him, and to perform hole fervicesifor his ‘ 
‘truth and peop ; 


lesfor whichwe) met... As) it: was 2 timevofigreat 
pea bos. Maite nitro) ool pemfecetion, 
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perfecution, and-we underftood that in moft counties friends were  1683- 
under great fufferings either by imprifonments or fpoiling of goods, poraon. 
or both, aconcern was weightily upon me, left any friends, efpe- 

cially traders and dealers in the world, fhould hazard the lofing of 

other men’s goods. or eftates through their fufferings. Wherefore, as - 

the thing opened in me, I drew an epiftle of caution to friends in that 

cafe, which I communicated to the yearly meeting; and from thence 

it was fent among friends throughout the nation ; a copy of which 

here followeth : 


Dear friends and brethren in the Lord Jefus Chritt, 
wi O is your only fanctuary in this day of ftorm and perfecu- 
tion, fpoiling of goods, and imprifonments! Let every 
one’s eye be unto him, who has all power in heaven and earth given 
unto him ; fo that none can touch an hair of your head, nor you, 
nor any thing ye have, except it be permitted or fuffered in this 
day totry his people, whether their minds be with the Lord or in 
outward things. Dear friends, take care that all your offerings be 
free, and of your own, that has coft you fomething; fo that ye 
may not offer of that which is another man’s, or that which ye are 
intrufted withal (and not your own) or fatherlefs or widows 
eftates ; but all fuch things fettle and eftablifh in their places. You 
may remember many years ago, in a time of great perfecution, 
divers friends, who were traders, fhop-keepers, and others, had 
the concerns ef widows and fatherlefs, and other people’s eftates in 
their hands. And when a great fuffering, perfecution, and fpoil- 
ing of goods came upon friends, efpecial care was taken that all 
might offer up to the Lord in their fufferings what was really 
their own, and not any other people’s eftates or goods which 
they had in their hands; and that they might not offer up another 
body’s, but that which they had bought and paid for, or were 
able to pay for. Afterwards feveral letters came out of the country 
to the meeting at London, from friends that had goods of the 
fhop-keepers at London upon credit, which they had not paid for; 
who wrote to their creditors, intreating them to take their goods 
again. And fome friends came to London themfelves, and treated 
with their creditors, letting them underftand ‘ they lay liable to 
«« have all they had taken from them ;” and told them, ‘ they 
«« would not have any man to fuffer by them; neither would they 
*< by fuffering offer up any thing but what was really their own, or 
«< what they were able to pay for.” Upon which feveral took their 
« goods again. This wrought a very good favour in the hearts of 
‘ many people, when they faw fuch a righteous, juft, and honeft 
‘ principle in friends, that would not make any {uffer for their 
* teftimony ; but what. they did fuffer for the teftimony of Jefus 
« fhould be really and truly their own, not other people’s. In this 
‘ they owed nothing to any but love. So in this every man and 
* woman ftands in the free offering, a free people, whether it be 
* f{piritual or temporal which is their own; and in that they wrong 
* no man, neither inwardly nor outwardly. Ornan faid unto David, 
“ I give thee the threfhing-floor, 6c. and the oxen for burnt- 
| 9D “¢ offerings : 
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‘¢ offerings: and the threfhing-inftruments for wood, and the 
«© wheat for the meat-offering, I give it all.” But king David faid 
« unto Ornan, “ nay, but I will verily buy it for the full price; for I 
«© will not take that which is thine for the Lord, nor offer burnt- 
“* offerings without coft,” 1 Chron. xxi. 22, &c. So it fhould be 
‘ his own, and fo fhould it be every man’s that offers. You may 
« fee here, that David would not accept of another man’s gift for an 

‘ offering to the Lord ; he would net offer up that which coft him 
‘ nothing, but what fhould be really his own, Pfal. cxii.5. “ A 
‘«* good man will guide his affairs with difcretion.” 


‘ Let this be read in your monthly and quarterly men’s and 
« women’s meetings. . : 
mGoFS 


©“ London, the 2d of the 
« ath month, 1683.’ 


Some time after the yearly meeting I went to Kingfton upon 
Thames to vifit friends ; and while I was there, it came upon me to 
write the following epiftle to friends in general, as a falutation of 
love, and to ftir up the pure mind in them. | 


‘ Dear friends and brethren, ee: 
c W H O are turned from darknefs to light, and from the power 
. of Satan to God, who are believers in the light, which is the 
‘ life in Chrift, and are become children of the light and of the. 
“* day, grafted into Chrift, the fecond Adam, the Lord from hea- 
‘ ven, and are gathered in the name of Jefus, in whom ye have 
* falvation, and not in any other name under the whole heaven.» For 
‘ Ckrift Jefus faith, “© Where two or three are gathered together in 
“‘ my name, there am I in the midft of them,” Matth. xviii. 20. 
‘ So you being gathered in the name of Jefus, he is in the midft of 
‘ you, a Saviour, a Mediator, a Prophet, a Shepherd, a Bifhop, a 
‘ Leader, a Counfellor, the Captain of your Salvation, who bruifes 
‘ the ferpent’s head, and deftroys the devil and his works. ‘There- 
* fore, brethren in Chrift Jefus, exhort one another daily, while it 
“is called to-day, left any of you be hardened through the deceit- 
‘ fulnefs of fin. For you are made partakers of Chrift, if ye hold 
* faft the beginning of your confidence ftedfaft to the end, Hebr. 
‘ ili. 14. Therefore hear Chrift’s voice; for he is in the midft of — 


_€ youateacher. Take heed left there be in any of you an evil 


‘ heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God, as there is in 
* too many in this day of provocation and temptationge.While it is 
* to-day hear his voice, and let us confider one another, to provoke 


-* unto love and to good works. Let us hold fait the profeffion of 


* our faith without wavering (for he is faithful that hath promifed, 
« and hath called you) not forfaking the affembling of ourfelves to- 
‘ gether, as the manner of fome* is; mark, ** as the manner: of 
** fome is,” that did and do forfake the affembling of themfelves to- 
* gether; but exhorting one another, and fo much the more as you 
* fee the day of light appearing. For if we fin wilfully after we have- 
received 
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* received the knowledge of the truth, there remains no more facri- 
« fice for fins, but a certain, fearful looking for of judgment and 
* fiery indignation, which fhall devour the adverfaries, Hebr. x. 
' € Therefore it is good not to forfake the aflembling of ourfelves to- 
* gether, but exhort one another daily; for Chrift is in the midft of 
* his people a teacher and a prophet, who faith, ‘“« Learn of me, 
« the way, the truth, and the life,” We being many are oné body 
« in Chrift, gathered in his name, and every one members one of 
* another. Having then gifts, differing according to the grace that 
« is given us, whether they be prophecy, let us prophefy according 
* to the proportion of faith ; and let thofe that minifter wait on their 
‘ miniftry, thofe that be teachers on their teaching, and he that ex- 
¢ horteth on exhortation ; he that gives, let him do it with fimplicity ; 
* and he that ruleth, with diligence; and he that fheweth mercy is 
© to do it with chearfulnefs: Abhor that which is evil, cleave to that 
‘ which is good. Be kindly affectioned one towards another, with 
‘ brotherly love, in honour preferring one another. Rejoice in hope, 
‘ be patient in tribulations, «* be not overcome with evil, but over- 
** come evil with good ;” and, if it be poffible, as much as lieth in 
‘ you, “ live peaceably with all men;” Rom. xii. This is and was 
¢ the practice of the church of Chrift. And now the God of hope 
‘ fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in 
« hope through the power of the Holy Ghoft. I myfelf alfo am per- 
* fuaded of you, my brethren, that ye alfo are full of goodnefs, 
* filled with all knowledge, and are able alfo to admonith one an- 
« other, Rom. xv. 13, 14. Here the church of Chrift, in which 
© he was in the midft, a teacher and the head of the church, were 
« and are able through him to admonith one another. Let the peace 
« of God rule in your hearts, to which ye are alfo called into one 
© body, to wit, of Chrift. Let the word of Chrift dwell in you 
'€ richly in all wifdom, teaching and admonifhing one another, &c. 
* Col. iii. <* Whatfoever ye do, in word or deed, do all in the name 
«¢ of the Lord Jefus Chrift, giving thanks to God and the Father by 
«¢ him;” and above all things put on charity, which is the bond of 
* perfectnefs. The apoftle faith to Timothy, “ Be not thou afhamed 
© of the teftimony of our Lord, nor of me his prifoner; but be 
«¢ thou partaker of the afflictions of the gofpel, according to the 
*«¢ power of God, who hath faved us, and called us with an holy 
« calling; not according to our works, but according to his own 
«« purpofe and grace, which was given us in Chrift Jefus before the 
“© world began,” 2 Tim. 1.8, 9. It concerns every one not to be 
‘safhamed of the teftimony of our Lord, who hath called them by 
_ © his grace; and not to be afhamed of any of Chrift’s prifoners, and 
* afflicted ones for Chrift’s and his gofpel’s fake, who abolithes 
‘ death, and brings life and immortality to light through his gofpel ; 
* you that believe in the light, know it. Peter faith in his general 
* epiftle to the church of Chrift, “ As every man,” mark every 
« man, “hath received the gift, fo minifter the fame one to an- 
*¢ other, as good ftewards of the manifold grace of God. If any 
¢ man fpeak, let him {peak as the oracles of God,” fo not of men. 
«¢ Tfany man minifter let him do it as of the ability which God 
: A : 7 wae “cc gives,” 
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1683. 6 gives,” fo not of the ability of men’s arts and fciences, ‘* that 
«¢ God in all things may be glorified through Jefus Chrift, &c.” For 
thefe gifts and grace come from Jefus into the hearts of the mem- 
bers of his church, whom he is in the midft of. And if any man 


Kingfton he a 
‘ fuffer as a Chriftian, let him not be afhamed, but let him glorify 


on Thames, 


God, &c. Every true Chriftian hath the prefence of Chrift, who 
hath all power in heaven and in earth given him, to fupport them 
‘ with his power, light, and life. Chrift faith to his believers, 
«¢ Beware of men, for they will deliver you up to the councils, and 
«<< they will fcourge youin the fynagogues, and you {hall be brought 
«<< before governors and kings for my name’s fake, for a teftimony 
‘* againft them and the Gentiles. But when they deliver you up, 
“«« take no thought how or what ye fhall {peak ; for it fhall be given 
‘* you in the fame hour what ye fhall fpeak : for it is not you that 
‘* fpeak, but the Spirit of your Father that fpeaketh in you. And ye 
« fhall be hated of all men for my name’s fake; but he that en- 
« dureth to the end fhall be faved. The difciple is not above his 
«« mafter, nor the fervant above his lord: it is enough for the dif- 
‘© ciple that he be as his mafter, and the fervant as his lord; for if 
«< they have called the mafter of the houfe Beelzebub, what will 
<¢ they do to his fervant? Fear not them which kill the body, but 
<¢ are not able to kill the foul, &c. A fparrow fhall not fall to the 
*< ground without your heavenly Father, &c. The hairs of your 
‘«« head are all numbered, ye are of more value than many {par- 
“© rows. Whofoever therefore fhall confefs me before men, him 
<¢ will I confefs alfo before my Father which is in heaven ; but 
«< whofoever fhall deny me before men, him will I alfo deny be-_ 
«* fore my Father which is in heaven. And whofoever fhall be 
<¢ afhamed of me and of my words, of him fhall the Son of Man 
<¢ be afhamed, &c.” Matth. x. Again Chrift faith, «* Whofo- 
<* ever fhall be afhamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and 
*« finful generation, of him alfo fhall the Son of Man be afhamed, 
«« when he comes in the glory of his Father with his holy angels,” 
« Mark viii. 38. And Chrift faith to his difciples, ‘‘ He that 
“« receiveth you receiveth me, and he that receiveth me receiveth 
«« him that fent me; he that receiveth a prophet in the name of a 
«< prophet, fhall:receive a prophet’s reward; and he that receiveth a 
‘* righteous man in the name of a righteous man, fhall receive a 
<‘ righteous man’s reward. Whofoever fhall give to drink unto one 
“* of thefe little ones a cup of cold water only, in the name of a dif- 
‘< ciple, verily I fay unto you he fhall in no wife lofe his reward,” 
« Matth. x. 40, 41, 42. Here ye may fee how Chrift encourages 
‘ his difciples, and them that receive them. And John faith, 
«« Among the chief rulers of the Jews many believed in Chrift; but 
*« becaufe of the Pharifees they did not confefs him, left they fhould 
“* be put out of the fynagogue,” John xii. 42. Too many fuch be- 
‘ lievers are now-a-days, who dare not confefs Chrift, left they 
* fhould lofe the favour of men. But Chrift encourages the faithful 
** difciples, and told them, they would put them out of their fyna- 
* gogues; yea, that the time fhould come, that whofoever killed 
* them would think they did God fervice. ‘* Thefe things,” faid 
« he, 
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_ ‘he,’ “ will they do unto you, becanfe they have not known the 1683: 
“« Father, nor me, But thefe things have I told you, that when the rat Lie 
«time fhall come ye may remember that I told you of them,” oa Thames. 
«John xvi. 2, 3,4. Here‘ye may fee what Chrift told his Dit 
ciples fhould come to pafs to them. And Saul; before he was 
_conyerted, did compel the Chriftians to blafpheme,: and make ha- 
vock of’ the church of Chrift, A@s viii. and chap. 22 and’26. 
Did not the beaft in the Revelations compel both fmall and great 
to worthip him and his image? And did not all worthip it, but 
- thofe who had their names written in the Lamb’s book of life ? 
‘Did-not Nebuchadnezzar fet up an image of fixty cubits high, 
“and fix cubits broad? And did not he caufe a herald to cry aloud, 
‘« It is commanded that all people, and nations, and languages fall 
*« down and worfhip the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar hath fet 
~** up; and whofo falleth not down and worfhippeth fhall the fame 
«hour be caft-into the midft of the fiery furnace ?” And were not 
« Shadrach, Mefhach, and Abednego caft into the furnace ? Dan. iii. 
‘ But God delivered them. Therefore it is good to be faithful to 
* God and his worfhip in fpirit and truth. The Jews agreed, that if 
‘ any man fhould confefs Chrift he fhould be put out of their fyna- 
'* gogue, John ix.22. So it was for Chrift’s fake they were excom- 
-* municated out of their fynagogues. But, as it is written, ‘* Be- 
** hold I lay in Sion a ftumbling-ftone, and a rock of offence ; and 
** whofo believes on him fhall not be afhamed.” So Chrift is a 
« ftumbling-ftone and a rock of offence to all the unbelievers in the 
‘ light, which is the life in Chrift, whether they be Jews; Chrif- 
* tians, or Gentiles. The Jews did believe Chrift was to come, from 
« the fcriptures, and the Chriftians believe he is come, by the fcriptures, 
* but do not believe in the light as Chrift commands, and fo do not 
“* become children of the light. Therefore ye that are believers in 
_* the light, and are become the children of light, walk in Chritft, 
* your way, life, and falvation. 
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© Kingfton the fifth month, 
© 1683.’ 


"Before I left Kingfton fomething further opened in me, which I 
was moved to write and fend amongft friends ; as followeth, 


« Dear friends, 
Sh MY love is to you all in the holy feed that reigns overall.» And 
Fol I my defire is that every one, both male and female, may feel 
© the feed Chrift in you, which is heir of the promife of life eternal, 
' © that ye may all grow up in Chrift Jefus, your head, and be built 
he upon him the rock and foundation that God hath laid, which ftands 
© fure over all rocks and foundations in the world. ‘That ye may eat 
© and drink of this fpiritual rock, the {piritual water and food ; fo 
€ that ye may truly and inwardly fay, your rock and foundation, 
© your bread and water of life is from heaven, and your: bread 
«and water is fure; alfo that ye know his voice that’ feeds, 
‘and Teads you into the paftures of. life, which: are salways 
. eB sean d* POW eR (odd aa . > frefh 
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freth and green. In this your affections are fet on things above, 


feeking that which comes down from above more than that which is 
from below, where Chrift fits at the right hand of God, making 
interceffion for you; who is your mediator, making peace betwixt 
God and you; and your heavenly bifhop to overiee you, that ye 
keep in his light, life, and power, and do not go aftray from his 
heavenly fold and pafture, that he your {hepherd may feed you there- 
in. He is your prophet, to open to you the fulfilling of the pro- 
mifes and prophecies, himfelf being the fubftance; that ye may 
live in him, and he in you, yea, and reign in your hearts; there 
to exercife his offices, his prophetical, prieftly, and kingly 
office, who is heavenly and fpiritual, That ye may know the 
three that bear witnefs in the earth, the Spirit, the Water, and the 
Blood, which is the Life of Chrift, which cleanfeth from all fin ;’ 
the Water that wafhes and refrefhes you, the Spirit that baptizes, 
cireumcifes, and leads you into all truth ; that ye may come all to 
drink into one Spirit, and keep the unity of the Spirit, which is’ 


‘the bond of the heavenly peace. So being led by the Spirit of God, 


ye are his fons and daughters, and by his Spirit will come to 
know the three that bear witnefs in heaven, the Father, the Word, 
and the Holy Ghoft. Thefe are the three witnefles that are in” 
heaven, that bear record of all things; for he is God in the hea- 
ven, and God in the earth. Therefore I defire that ye may all feel ’ 
his lové fhed in your hearts, and in it live (above the love 
of the world, which is enmity) and in that you will keep in the ex- 
cellent way. For love edifies the body of Chrift, builds his 
church up, and keeps out of the enmity ; for it is above it, and 
brings and keeps all in true humanity, and in the true divinity ; 
and to be courteous, kind, and tender one towards another. And ~ 
fhew forth the nature of Chrift, and true chriftianity, in all your” 
lives and converfations, that the bleflings of the Lord may reft 
upon you, as ye all live in the feed of the gofpel, the feed of the 
kingdom of God, in which all nations are bleffed. In that ye 
will all have a care of God’s glory.. There is the hill or mountain 
where the light fhines to the anfwering the witnefs of God in all, 
and the falt that is a good favour to the witnefs of God in the 
hearts of all ; which favour and {alt being kept in, it doth not come 
under the feet of men, So my love to you all in Chrift Jefus, - 
whom God hath given to be a fanctuary for all his people, who 
is from above, and not of this world, in whom ye have life, 
peace, and falvation.. In him God ‘Almighty keep and preferve' ” 
you all to his glory, Amen. As you live in the peaceable 
truth of God, it keeps you under and within his protection; but ° 


‘they that. make profeffion of the fcriptures of truth; and yet live * 
‘out of the truth, in the fpirit of ftrife, unquietnefs, and difcon- ’ 


tent, in a contriving, plotting, ravenous, deftroying {pirit, which ° 
is of the devil, and not of God, that fpirit is judged out of the ~ 
truth, and to be of him in whom there is notruth, whofe portion * 


isin the lake, and in the fire that. burns. 


' ¢ Kingfton, the 27th of the ees G. F. 
- & 5th month, 1683.’ ea hes 
Having 
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_ Having vifited friends at and about Kingfton I returned to London; 1683. 
~ for it being a {uffering time with friends there, I had not freedom to Rondat 
- be long from the city. I. went to the meeting at the Peel ; which but pea spe 
a little before the juftices and conitables had broken up, and had 7 
carried themfelves very roughly ; but that day the meeting was in 
the houfe, and quiet, and a glorious meeting it was; blefled be the 
Lord. 
On firft-day following I went to the meeting at Gracechurch~ Gracechurch 
ftreet, where I found three conftables in the meeting-houfe, who Street meet- 
kept friends out; fo we met in the court. After I had been ”* 
fome time in the meeting, I ftood up, and {poke to the people, and 
continued {peaking a pretty while. Then one of conftables came, 
took hold of my hand, and faid, * I muft come down.’ I defired 
him to be patient, and went on fpeaking to the people; but after a 
little time he plucked me down, and had me into the mecting-houfe. 
_Tafked them, if they were not weary of this work? One of them 
faid, < Indeed they were.’ They let me go into the widow Fofter’s 
houfe, which joined to the meeting-houfe, where I ftaid, being 
hot. When the meeting was ended, for one prayed after I was taken 
away, the conftables afked fome friends, ¢ Which of them would 
* pais their words that I fhould appear, if they fhould be queftioned 
‘about me? But the friends telling them, ‘ They need not re- 
* quire that, for I was a man well known in the city to be one that 
¢ would neither fly nor fhrink ;’ they came not to me, but went their 
way, and I heard no further of it. The fame week I was at the 
meeting at the Savoy, which ufed to be kept out and difturbed ; but Savoy meet. 
that day it was within doors and peaceable, and a precious meeting i"s: 
it was. The firft-day after it was upon me to go to the meeting at wepm. mect. 
Weftminfter, where ufed to be great difturbances; but there alfo ing. 
‘the meeting was within doors that day, and was very large: The 
_Lord’s power was over all, and kept all quiet and {till ; for though 
many loofe fpirits were there, yet they were bound down by the 
power and Spirit of the Lord, that they could not get up to make 
difturbance. 
About this time I was moved to write the following epiftle : 


¢ Friends and brethren, . 
wi O have received the peaceable truth, let the fruits of its peace- 
| ablenefs, and of your quiet {pirit appear in all your meetings, 
and in all your words and actions; for he that inhabits eternity dwells 
with an humble heart, and he gives grace to the humble; and refift- 
eth the proud. Heaven is his throne, and the earth ye walk upon is 
his footftool: happy are ye that fee and know him that is invifible. 
And now, friends, let all things be done in your meetings and 
otherwife, in love, without ftrife, or vain-glory. For love fulfils 
the law, love overcomes and edifies the body of Chrift. - There is 
neither felf, nor envy in love, neither is it puffed up; but abides 
and bears all things. Sce that this love of God have the fway in 
you all, and over you all. Chrift faith, « Bleffed are the poor in 
‘« fpirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven ; bleffed are they that 
« mourn, for they fhall be comforted, - Bleffed are the meek, for 
: rere ¢ they” 
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they fhall inherit the earth. ~ Bleffed are they that hunger and 


thirft after righteoufnefs, for they fhall be filled, “ Bleffed are the 


merciful, for they fhall obtain mercy. Bleffed are the. pure in 
heart, for they fhall fee God. Bleffed aré the peace-makers, for 
they fhall be called the children of God. Bleffed_are they that 
are perfecuted for righteou{nefs fake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. Bleffed are ye when men fhall revile you and perfecute 
you, and fhall fay all manner of evil againft you falfely.for my 
fake ; rejoice and be exceeding glad; for great is your reward in 
heaven ; for fo perfecuted they the prophets that were before you.” 
Now friends, here is a great deal in thefe words. All muft_be in 
thefe ftates and conditions, if they have thefe bleffings, “The. chil- 
dren of God are peace-makers, and ftrive to make peace in the 
truth ; and to live in peace with, all men, if it,be poffible. So 
live in the peace and the good-will to all men; which good-will is 
both for their fanétification and falvation. And friends, confider, 
the wifdom of God, which is from above, is pure, peaceable, gen- 
tle, and eafy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits; with- 
out partiality and without hypocrify. Dear friends, let this pure, 
peaceable, gentle wifdom that is from above, that is, eafy to be 
intreated, and is full of mercy and good fruits, be exercifed and 
practifed in al] the true churches of Chrift; that wifdom, may be 
juftified of her children, For the works of the fleth, or flefhly {pi- 
rit, are hatred, variance, wrath, ftrife, envyings, drunkennefs, 
revellings, adultery, fornication, lafcivioufnefs, uncleannefs, &c. 
and they which do fuch things, fhall not inherit “the kingdom of 
God. But the fruits of the Spirit of God are love, joy, peace, 
long-fuffering, gentlenefS, goodnefs, faith, mecknefs, temperance, 
&c. So, dear friends and brethren, ftrive to exceed one’ another 
and all people upon the earth in humility, in meeknefs, in gen- 
tlenefs, in temperance, in love, in patience, in purenefs, and in 
mercy; then ye will thew forth the fruits of the Spirit of God 
and of his heavenly wifdom that is from above. In this, wifdom 
will be juftified of her children; and ye will be the falt of the 
earth, and a light to the world fet on an hill, that cannot be hid: 
and your moderation will appear toall men. Be ye juft and righte- 
ous, faithful and true in all your words, dealings, and converfa- 
tions ; that ye may: anfwer the truth in all people: for Chriftt faith, 
his father is glorified by fuch as bring forth fruits, when men fee 
their good works; for he that doth righteoufnefs, is accepted wath: 
God. And he that dwells in love, dwells in God; for love.is his. 
habitation. Let that be the habitation of every one that hath re- 
céived the truth : for if it be not, fuch do not dwell in God, let 
them profefs what they will. Therefore my defire is, that all 
you, who have received Chrift the feed, which bruifes the ferpent’s 
head, may walk in him your fandtuary, life, and falvation, your 
reft and peace, Amen. A TEE Sr wate ae 
itfer °C 
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I continued yet at London, labouring in the work and fervice of _ 1’83- 
the Lord both in and out of meetings; fometimes vifiting friends in Léndext 
prifon for the teftimony of Jefus, encouraging them in their fuffer- ; 
ings, and exhorting them to ftand faithful and ftedfaft in the tefti- 
mony which the Lord had committed to them to bear: fometimes alfo 
vifiting thofe that were fick and weak in body, or. troubled in mind, 
helping to bear their fpirits up from finking under their infirmities. 
Sometimes our meetings were quiet and peaceable, fomctimes they 
_ were difturbed and broken up by the officers. One firft day it was Savoy meet. 
upon me to go to the meeting at the Savoy, which was large; for i"& 
many profeflors and fober people were there. The Lord opened 
many precious, weighty things in me to the people, which I declared 
amongit them, and ¢ directed them to the Spirit of God in them- 
felves, which the Lord had given them a meafure of; that all by 
the Spirit might underftand the Scriptures, which were given forth 
from the Spirit of God; and that by the Spirit of God they 
might know God, and Chrift whom God hath fent, whom to 
know is eternal life; and that by the Spirit they might all come 
into Chrift, and know him to be their fanctuary, who deftroys the 
devil, the deftroyer, and his works, and bruifes the ferpent’s head. 
For Chrift was a fanctuary to them to whom he was a Saviour, 
whom he faved from the deftroyer. And Chrift did baptize them 
with the Holy Ghoft and with fire, and did thoroughly purge his 
floor, and burn up their chaff with unquenchable fire ; that is, fin 
and corruption, which is got into man and woman by their tranf- 
greffion; but Chrift gathereth his wheat into his garner. So all 
that are baptized with Chrift’s baptifm, their wheat is in God’s 
garner ; and no fpoiler can get into God’s garner to meddle with 
the wheat there, though they may be permitted to meddle with 
the outward goods,’ &c. As I was fpeaking in the power of the 
Lord, and the people were greatly affected therewith, on a fudden 
the conftables, with the. rude people, came in like a fea. One of 
‘the conftables faid, « Come down,’ and laid hands on me. I afked 
him, ¢ Art thou a Chriftian? We ate Chriftians.’ He had hold on 
my hand, and was very fierce to pluck me down; but I ftood ftill, 
and fpoke a few words to the people ; defiring of the Lord, that the 
bleffings of God might reft upon them all. The conftable ftill 
called upon me to come down, and at length plucked me down, - 
and bid another man with a ftaff, ‘« Take and carry me to prifon.’ 
That man had me to another officer’s houfe, who was more civil ; 
and after a while they brought in four friends more, whom they had 
taken. I was very weary, and in a great fweat ; and feveral friends 
hearing where I was, came to me in the conftable’s houfe : but I bid 
them all go their ways, left the conftables and informers fhould ftop 
them. After a while the conftables had us almoft a mile to a juftice, 
who was a fierce, paflionate man: who, after he had afked me my 
name, and his clerk had taken it in writing, upon the conftable’s 
informing him, ‘ That I preached in the meeting,” faid in an angry 
manner, * Do not you know that it is contrary to the king’s laws to « 
« preach in fuch conventicles, contrary to the liturgy of the church 

‘ of England?’ There was prefent one Shad. (a-wicked informer, 
mee who . 
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1683. who was faid to have broken ‘gaol at Coventty, aiid ‘to ‘havel*beetind 
burnt in the hand at London) who hearing the juftice fpeak foxto © 
me, ftepped up to him, and told him, ‘ That'he had conviéted them * 
‘on the act of the 22d of king Charles’the Second.’y:*i Whatil * 
* you convict them?’ faid the juftice! * ‘Yes,’ faid Shady*>D have ; 
* convicted them, and you muft convict them'too upon’ thateadt.’ 
‘With that the juftice was angry with him,’ and) faid, © You teach: 
¢ me! What are you? I’ll convict them of ‘a riot.’ »'The- informers 
hearing that, and feeing the juftice angry,;-went away in a fret; foohe . 
was difappointed of his purpofe. I thought’ he: would have fworn'» 
fomebody againft me; whereupon I faid,'\« Let'no man fweariagaintk» 
© me, for it is my principle, * Not to fwear;’ ‘and therefore I.would 
« not have any man {wear againft me.’ ‘The juftice thereupon atked » 
me, ‘ If I did not preach in the meeting? I told him, 6d iid» 
confefs what God and Chrift had done for my foul, and did:praife 
God. I thought I might have done that in the ftreets,: and in alb« 
places, viz. praife God, and confefs Chrift Jefus: which Iowas: 
not afhamed to confefs. Neither was this contrafy tothe liturgy: 
of the church of England.’ The juftice faid, ‘ The Jawsuwere': 
again{ft fuch meetings as were contrary to the liturgy of the church: 
of England.’ I faid, « I knew noxfuch laws again({t our meetings; 
but if he did mean that a& that was made againft fach as did 
meet to plot, contrive, and raife infurrections againit the ‘king, we 
were no fuch people, but did abhor all fuch aétions ; anddid bear - 
true love and good-will to the king, and to all men upon’ the 
earth.” The juftice then afked me, ‘ If I had been in orders ?” 
Itold him, No. Then he took his law-books, and fearched for 
laws againft us, bidding his clerk take the names of the reft the 
mean time. But when he could find no other law againft us, the’ 
clerk {wore the conftable againft us. Some of the friends hid the 
conftable ¢ take heed what he fwore, left he were perjured.; for he 
‘ took them in the entry, and not in the meeting.’ Yet the con- 
ftable, being an ill man, {fwore, ‘ That they were in the meeting.” 
However, the juftice faid, ‘ Seeing there was but one witnefs, he 
* would difcharge the reft; but he would fend me to Newgate, and 
« I might preach there” I afked him, ‘ If it ftood with ‘hisicon- 
* {cience to fend me to Newgate for praifing God, and for confef- 
‘ ing Chrift Jefus?’ He cried, ‘ Confcience ! conftience!’ but I felt 
my words touched his confcience. He bid the conftable * take me 

* away, and he would make a mittimus to fend me to prifon when 

‘ he had dined.’ I toldhim, < I defired his peace, and the good of 
‘ his family ; and that they might be kept in the fear of the Lord.’ 
So I paffed away, and as I went the conftable took fome’ friends 
word that I fhould come to his houfe the next morning by'the 
eighth hour. Accordingly I did go with thofe friends, and the con 
ftable told us he went to the juftice for the mittimus' after) he:had 
dined’; and the juftice bid him, * Come again after the evening fér+ 
' ¢ vice ;’ which he did; and then’ the juftice told him, « Heanight 
‘ let me go.’ So, faid the conftable, you are! difcharged> :'Tiblamed 
him for turning informer, and fweating againtt'us. \-He faid, |fvHe 

* would do fono more.’ Next:day, the juftice “meeting «with! Gil- 
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bert Laty;, atked him, * If hheywould pay twenty pounds for George 1683. 
* Fox's fine?’, He; faid, « No.’ . Then,’ faid the juftice, «I am et hme 
* difappointed ; for, being but a lodger, I cannot come by his fine ; vaginas 
* and he having been brought before me, and being of ability him- 

* felf; T cannot lay his fine on any other.’ 

After I, was-difcharged, I went into the city. The fame week 
the feffions‘coming on, where many friends were concerned, fome 
as prifoners, ‘and fome on trials of appeals upon the conventicle act, 

_ I went to-a friend’s houfe.not far off, that I might be in readinefs to 

aft thofe.. friends, with, counfel, or otherwift, as occafion fhould 

offer's,and=l found fervice in it. But as my fpirit was concerned 

on behalf of friends, with refpect to their outward fufferings by the 

perfecutors without ; fo an exercife alfo came weightily upon me at 

this time, in the fenfe I had of the mifchievous working of that 

adulterated {pirit, which, being gone out from the heavenly unity, 

and having drawn out fome that profeffed truth into enmity and op-~ 

polition againft friends, endeavoured to trouble the church of Chrift 

with their janglings and contention. And as a further difcovery of 

the working of that feducing fpirit, and a warning to all friends to 

beware of it, I was moved to write the following epiftle : 


© To all the elect, faithful, called, and chofen of God, the flock 
‘ and heritage of God, who have been acquainted with the 
* dealings of the Lord, and have kept your habitations in his 
‘ life, power, and truth, being built upon the holy heavenly 
‘ Rock and Foundation Chrift Jefus, who was the foundation 
‘ of the prophets and apoftles; which foundation ftands fure :. 


} ANY foundations have been laid fince the apoftles days, by 
*V4. fuch as have gone from Chrift the true and fure founda- 
tion: and their foundations have proved rotten, and come to 
nought, and themfelves have come to lofs. Many fince the day of 
Chrift, and the truth hath appeared in this nation, have had fome 
openings and fights, and come among us for a time, and then 
gone from us again; who have been the comers and goets, like 
thofe in the apoftles days. Such had an outward profeffion of the 
truth, and have gone from the true foundation Chrift Jefus, and 
fo from the heavenly fociety and unity of the faints in light. | 
Then they fet up foundations of their own, and having a form of 
godlinefs, but out of the power thereof, out of the order thereof, 
fuch have turned to janglings and vain difputings. ‘This {pirit you 
have been acquainted with, who have kept your habitations in 
 Chrift Jefus, the Firft and the Laft. And you are not infenfible 
of the {currilous and filthy books of lies and defamations which 
‘ have»been fpread abroad in this nation and beyond fea againft the 
faithful. It is very well that the Lord hath fuffered’ them to pub- 
' lith their own fhame in print, that truth’s enemies may be dif- 
covered ; their fruits and fpirits have appeared, and manifefted 
»thenifélves both in} print and otherwife. And I believe the Lord 
‘will yet fuffer this {pirit fo to publith its fruits, its {hame and 
nakednefs,. to, profeffor and profane, and to all fober, moderate, 
We ae 
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¢ and innocent people, that its fhame and nakednefs may more 
‘ fully appear. Though for a time it hath been hid and covered 
* with the fig-leaves of an outward profeflion, and fometimes with 
* fawning and flattering words (as at other times it hath difcovered 
‘ itfelf by rough, lying, and defaming words) yet the Lord God 
* will blaft all fuch vain talkers, that do not walk in the order of 
‘ life, truth, and the gofpel. Therefore, ye that are faithful,ftand 
€ faft in the liberty wherewith Chrift hath made you free in his 
‘ government. It is upon his fhoulders: he bears it up: of the in- ~ 
« creafe of it and of its peace there is noend. For all quarrellers 
‘ againft his order and government are not in him, nor in his hea- 
‘ venly, fpiritual government and peace. Therefore, ye faithful 
© ones, who have ftood the trial through many perfecutions, impri- 
* fonments, fpoilings of goods, you know there is a crown of glory 
‘ Jaid up for you. You that fuffer with Chrift, fhall reign with 
« him in his kingdom of glory; ye that die with Chrift, {hall live 
¢ with him in eternal life, in the world that hath no end, who have . 
‘ gone through the fufferings without, and within by falfe brethren, 
by comers and goers, that have caufed the way of truth to be 
« evil {poken of, and have been perfecutors of the faithful with their 
‘ tongues; and by printing and publifhing their lying, defaming 
“ books againft the faithful. Thefe have itirred up magiftrates and 
* priefts, who were willing to get any occafion to {peak evil of the 
« right way and precious truth of Chrift, by which his people-are 


e 


made free :' fuch had better never have been born. But God hath 
“ brought them to light, and their fruits and ravenous fpirit are 

feen, favoured, and known; who are become Judas’s and fons of 
‘ perdition, to betray Chrift now within (where he is made mani- 
‘ feft) to the priefts, magiftrates, and profane, as Judas betrayed 
‘ Chrift without to the priefts and Pilate. Though fome of the 
‘ magiftrates and fober people fee their envy and folly, and that they 
« have more malice than matter againft the faithful. The Lord 
« will confume this Judas, or fon of perdition! The Lord will con- 
« fume him with the Spirit of his mouth, and deftroy him with 
‘ the brightnefs of his coming! So let all the faithful look unto the 
«Lord. And let that wicked fon of perdition know, though he 
‘ may be got as high as Judas (who was partaker of the miniftry 
‘ with the apoftles) «© the Lord will confume him with the Spirit 
<¢ of his mouth, and deftroy him with the brightnefs of his coming.” 
‘ That is his portion. ‘The brightnefs of the Lord will deftroy him, 
« and the Spirit of his mouth will confume him. And when he is 
‘ deftroyed and confumed, there will not be a fon of perdition to 

betray Chrift in his people, and his people that live and walk in 
Chrift, who hath all power in heaven (mark, in heaven) and in 
earth given to him; and with his holy and glorious power he limits 
and orders; fo that nothing fhall be done againft his people, but 
what is fuffered for their trial and their good, neither by apoftates, 
perfecutors with the tongue, Judas’s, fons of perdition to betray, 
or the outward powers to imprifon, or fpoil goods ; all thefe are Ii- 
mited by Chrift, who hath all power in heaven and earth. given 
to him. Every, one’s faith is to ftand in him and his power. 
Sef Ras oh Suen 
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” © Such rejoice'in his power, and fee the increafe of his righteous, _ 1683. 
~ “holy, heavenly, fpiritual, peaceable government, in which the i“ 
~'* glorious, holy order of life is lived and walked in by all his fons rae 

~ © and daughters ; and in his Spirit is the holy unity and bond of 

© peace. Though ye be abfent in body one from another, yet all 

Have ees rejoicing, being prefent in his Spirit, and beholding in 
the fame Spirit your fpiritual order, unity, fellowfhip, and the 
 ftedfaftnefs of your faith in Chrift Jefus, who is ftedfaft for ever, 

~€ the Firft and the Laft, whofe prefence is among his people, and 

* who is their head. Here is heavenly Sion known, and heavenly 

€ Jerufalem, and the innumerable company of angels (which are 

* {pirits) and the fpirits of the juft men made perfeét. - Here is the 

* general aflembly, or general meeting, and a general, heavenly, 
*<holy, and fpiritual joy and rejoicing, lauding and praifing the Lord 
God Almighty, and the Lamb that lives for evermore, Amen. 

~ © London, the r4th of the 
~~ * 8th month, 1683. 

a A 
‘ Read this in your aflemblies amongift the faithful.’ 


T tarried a little in London, vifiting friends and meetings, and la-Bull and 
bouring in the work of the Lord. And being on a firft day at the Mom — 
~ Bull'and Mouth, where the meeting had long been kept without, it ~ 
was that day in the houfe, peaceable and large: the people were fo 
* affected with the truth, and refrefhed with the powerful prefence of 
~ the Lord, that when the meeting ended, they were loth to go 
away. 

After fome time, having feveral things upon me to write, I went 
- to Kingfton, that I might be: free from interruptions. When [*ington. 

- came there, I underftood the officers had been very rude at the 

- meeting, abufing friends, and had driven them out of the meeting- 

place, and very abufive they continued to be for fome time. Whilft 
- I was there I wrote a little book (printed foon after) the title whereof 

was: ‘* The faints heavenly and {piritual worfhip, unity, and com- 

« munion, éc. wherein is fet forth what the true gofpel-worthip is, 

© and in what the true unity and communion of the faints ftands ; 

~« with a difcovery of thofe that were gone from this holy unity and 

~ * communion, and were turned againft the faints that abode therein.’ 


When I had finithed the fervices for which I went thither, and 


had vifited the friends, I réturned to London, and vifited moft of 
- + the meetings in and about the city. Afterwards I went to vifit a Efex. 


friend in Effex; and returning by Dalfton, I made fome ftay at the Dalton. 
widow Stot’s, where I wrote an epiftle to friends, which may be read . 
amongft my other ‘printed books. 
~ ‘Icame from Dalfton to London, and the next day was fent for in; . aon, 
si hafteito my fon Roufe’s at Kingfton; whofe daughter Margaret lay Kingiton. 
- -wery fick, and had a defire to fee me. I tarried at King{ton about a 
week, ‘and then: returned to London; where I continued moft part London. . 
of the winter and: the {pring following, until the general meeting 
“in 1684 (fave that I went once as far as Enfield, to vifit friends 
thereabouts). “In'this time I ceafed not to labour in the work of 
: 7 G the 
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1684. the Lord, being frequent at:meetings,: and wifiting friends that were> 
prifoners, or that were fick, and:imwriting’ books: forthe {preading 16 
of truth, and opening the underftandings:of people to receive its %+ ” 
Yearly meet- The yearly meeting was;in the third month.: ‘A blefied, weighty ‘ 
ing. meeting it was, wherein, friends werei:fweetly refrefhed together 3° ‘ 
for the Lord was with us, and opened ‘his heavenly: treafures amongit! ? 
us. And though it was.a time of great difficultyvand danger, by? * 
reafon of informers and perfecuting: magiftrates, iyet the Lord wasva! * 
defence and place of fafety to his peoples. in) 08 oc roots oc DAGORs ” 
Now I had drawings in Spirit. to go into: Holland, to vifitithe: * 
feed of God in thofe provinces. , And as foon, as: the: yearly meeting® r 
was over, I prepared for my journey... There. went: with=me! frome". _ 
London Alexander Parker, George Watts, and Nathaniel Brafley;” * 
who alfo had drawings into that country.. We took. coach the-31ft* — 
Colchefter. of the third month 1684, and got to Colchefter thatunight.. Nexto" 
day, being firftt day, we went to the meeting theres; and though» 
there was no notice given of my coming, our being there was pre+ 
fently {pread over the town, and in feveral places in the country, ‘at’ 
_ feven and ten miles diftance; fo that abundance of friends came in © 
double-horfed, which made the meeting very large. I had a con" © 
cern and travail in my mind, left this great gathering fhould have: 
ftirred up the town, and been more than the magiftrates could well 
bear; but it was very quiet and peaceable, and a.glorious meeting ~ 
we had, to the fettling and ftablithing of friends both in the town’ 
and country: for the Lord’s power was over all ; bleffed be his name © 
for ever! Truly, the Lord’s power and prefence was beyond words ; 
for I was but weak to go into a meeting, and my face (by reafon of 
a cold) was fore: but God manifefted his ftrength in us and with 
us, and all was well; the Lord have the glory for evermore for his’ 
fupporting power. After the meeting came, I think, above an hun- 
dred friends of the town and country to fee me at John Furley’s. - ° 
Very glad we were to fee one another, and greatly refrefhed we were 
together, being filled with the love and riches of the Lord; bleffed » 
be his name for ever! . athe hye a SOR 
We tarried at Colchefter two days more; which we fpent in vifit- 
ings friends, both at their meetings for bufinefs, and:at their houfes. 
Harwich. Early in the morning on fourth day we took coach for Harwich, 
where we met William Bingley and Samuel Waldenfield, who went 
over with us. About the eighth hour at night we went on board 
the paquet-boat, Richard Gray, mafter; but by reafon of contrary 
winds it was the firft hour in the morning before we failed. We 
had a very good paffage; and about the fifth hour in the afternoon 
Holland, next day we landed at the Brill in Holland, where we ftaid that 
Rotterdam. Night. Early next morning we went to Rotterdam, where we abode 
tome days. The next.day after we came to Rotterdam, one Wilbert | 
FE rouzen, a burgo-mafter, and kinfman of Aarent Sunneman’s, hear-.- 
ing I was there, invited me to his country-houfe, having a defire to 
fpeak with me about fome bufinefs relating to Aarent Sunneman’s 
daughters. I took George Watts with me, and.a brother of Aarent 
Sunneman’s had us thither. The burgomafter received us very. 
kindly, was glad to fee me, and entering into difcourfe about his 


kinfman’s daughters, I found he was apprehenfive that, their father 
ae being 
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being dead, and-having left them confiderable portions, they might 1684. 
be dtolen; and married: to:theirdifadvantage. Wherefore I told him ret 
i AD hating ae : ? Rotterdam. 
« It was our principlesand practice, that none fhould marry amonett 
us, unlefs. they had a certificate of the confent of their relations 
or guardians ;) for-it was our Chriftian care to watch over and 
look after alli young people: that came among us, efpecially thofe 
whofe relations were dead; And as for his kinfman’s daughters, we 
fhould take care that nothing fhould be offered to them but what 
fhould be agreeable to truth and righteoufnefs, and that they might 
be preferved in the fear of God, according to their father’s mind.’ 
__ This feemed to give him great fatisfa€tion. While I was with him, 
there came:many great people to me; and ‘ I exhorted them all 
* to keep ‘in the fear of God, and to mind his good Spirit in them, 
‘ to keep their.minds to the Lord.’ After I had ftaid two or three 
hours, and difcourfed with them of feveral things, I took my leave, 
and he very kindly fent me to Rotterdam in his chariot. 

Next day, being firft day, we were at the meeting at Rotterdam, 
which was pretty large, and declared to the people by an interpreter. 
The day following alderman Gaul came to fpeak with me, with 
whom we had much difcourfe about religious matters ; wherewith he 
feemed to be well fatisfied, and was very tender. Several other per- 
fons of account intended to have come to {peak with me, but being 
hindered by extraordinary bufinefs (as I underftood) they came not. 

We went next day from Rotterdam to Amfterdam, where we had Amfterdam. 
a large and very precious meeting. In the afternoon I was at an- 
other meeting with friends there, about bufinefs. 

There is a yearly meeting at Amfterdam for the friends of Holland 
and Germany, &c. which begun now the eighth of the fourth 
month, and ended the twelfth. Here we had a fine opportunity of 
feeing friends from divers parts, and of being refrefhed together in 
the love of God. After this meeting, before thofe that came out 
of the feveral provinces were gone, we had a meeting with fome 
particular friends, about the places and countries into which we, who 
came out of England in the work of the miniftry, were to travel ; 
and to inquire who among them were fuitable perfons to go along 
with us as interpreters.. This concluded on, William Bingley and 
Samuel Waldenfield took fhipping for Friefland, with Jacob Claus 
their interpreter. | 
_ Alexander Parker and George Watts remained with me. We 
tarried a few days longer at Amfterdam, where I had further fervice. 
Before I left Amfterdam, I went to vifit Galenus Abrahams, a teacher 
of chief note among the Mennonites, or Baptifts. . I had been with 
him when I was in Holland about feven years before; and William 
Penn and George Keith had difputes with him. He was then very 
high and very {hy, fo that he would not let me touch him, nor look 
upon him (by his good-will) but bid me ‘ Keep my eyes off him; 
-«€ for,” he faid, ‘‘ they pierced him.” But now he was very loving 
and tender, and confeffed in fome meafure to truth: his wife alfo 
and daughter were tender and kind, and we parted from them very 
lovingly. zy ee PON 
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Feeling our fpirits drawn towards Friezland, Alexander Parker, 
George Watts, and I, having John Claus of Amfterdam with us 
for our interpreter, took fhipping at Amfterdam for Friezland, and 
having failed nine or ten leagues, we left the fhip and travelled 
through Friezland, vifiting friends and tender people in the towns 
and villages, having commonly one, fometimes two meetings in a 
day. After we had been at Leuwarden, we paffed by Franeker to 
Harlingen in Weft-Friezland, which was the furtheft place we went 
to that way. And having been out fix days from Amfterdam, and 
had very good fervice in that time, in vifiting friends and publifhing 
truth amongft the people, we took fhip at Harlingen for Amfter- — 
dam the 26th of the fourth month, and arrived there that night. 
The firft-day following we were at the meeting at Amfterdam, 
which was very large and precious. Many of the people were there, 
and fome of their teachers, fome great perfons alfo. They feemed 
very attentive, and a good opportunity we all had, one after another, 
to declare the word of the Lord and open the way of truth amongft 
them, John Claus interpreting for us. I tarried the next day at 
Amfterdam ; but George Watts went to a burial at Harlem, where 
many hundreds of people were; among{t whom he had a good op- 
portunity, and came back at night to us. ' 

The day following we went by boat to Ofanoverton in Waterland, 
and from thence in another {mall boat about a league over a {mall 
river, where we paffed over and by an hundred bridges, and fo to 
Lanfmeer to a friend’s, whofe name was Timon Peters; where we 
had a very good meeting. We returned to Amfterdam at night, and 
were at the meeting there next day. Many were at this meeting be- 
fides friends, among the reft the great Baptift-teacher Galenus, who 
was very attentive to the teftimony of the truth, and when the meet- . 
ing was done came and got me by the hand very lovingly. 

We went next day by boat to Alkmaer, about eight leagues from 
Amfterdam, pafling through Sardam, the great town of fhip-car- 
penters, and feveral other towns in the way. At Alkmaer, which 
is a pretty city, we ftaid and had a meeting next day at Willian 
Williams’s. ‘There were, befides friends, many very fober people at 
this meeting, who were very attentive to the teftimonies of truth 
that were borne by Alexander Parker, George Watts, and myfelf, 
John Claus being our interpreter. This was on a fixth-day, and on 
the feventh we returned to Amfterdam, being willing to be at the 
meeting on firft-day, becaufe it was like to be the laft meeting we 
fhould have there. Accordingly we were atit, and a very large and 
open meeting it was. Many great perfons were prefent, fome earls, 
we were told, with their attendants, out of Germany, who were very 
grave and fober ; and the everlafting gofpel was preached unto them. 

After this meeting we took leave of ‘the friends of Amfterdam, 
and next morning departed to Hatlem, where we had a meeting ata 
friend’s, whofe name is Abraham Frondenberg. Great numbers of 
people were at this meeting, and of great fervice it was. After the 
meeting, a watch-maker of Amfterdam, who with’ his wife was at 
the meeting, defired to {peak with me concerning religion. I had 
pretty much difcourfe with him, and both he and the were very low 
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_and,tender, received with gladnefs what I {poke tothem, and feemed 1684. 
“todepart well fatisfied. eae 
ie» We went next day to Rotterdam, where we tarried two meetings, Rotterdam. 
wand the fixteenth of the fifth month went to the Brill, to take thip prin, 
._for,England, 

_ ,,About four in the afternoon, we went on board the packet-boat, 
- William Sherman mafter, and fet fail from the Brill. When we had 
_-gone.over the Mafe about a league, we caft anchor at a place called 
* the Pit, becaufe it is near the fands, where we tarried till about four The Pis. 
_ next morning ; when having a pretty fair wind, and the tide with us, 
we weighed anchor, and by four next day were within five leagues of 
Harwich, over again{ft Alborough caftle ; but the wind falling fhort, 
and the tide being weak, it was the firft hour in the afternoon before 
. We came fo near Harwich that boats could-come to receive the paflen= parwich; 
gers and goods. There were on board about forty paffengers in all, 
_ of which fome were Englith, fome Scots, fome Dutch, fome French, 
fome Spanifh, fome Flemifh, and fome Jews... . 
I fpent a day with friends at Harwich, while Alexander Parker 
and George Watts went to vifit friends at Ipfwich, and returned at 
night. Next morning early we all took coach for Colchefter, and Colchefter. 
were at the meeting there, which was large and peaceable ; after the 
meeting we travelled to Witham and lodged there that night. Next Witham. 
day, William Mead meeting us on the way at Hareftreet, I went with pareftreet. 
him to his houfe, and the other friends went for London. 
__. Here, being weak with travel and continual exercife, I fpent fome 
_time to reft myfelf and recover my health ; vifiting in the mean time 
friends in that part of the country as I was able to get abroad.. When 
I was a little recovered I went to Enfield, vifiting friends there and Enfeld: 
thereabouts, fo to Dolfton to fee the widow Scot, and ‘from thence Dolfton, 
to London; fome friends being come over from New Jerfey in 
America about bufinefs which I was defired to be prefent at. 
_ It was the latter end of the fummer when I came to London, London. 
where I ftaid the winter following ; fave once or twice, my wife 
being in town with me, I went with her to her fon Roufe’s at 
Kingfton. And though my body was very weak, yet I was in con- 

___tinual fervice either in publick meetings, when I was able to bear 

them, or in particular bufineffes among friends, and vifiting thofe 

___ that were fufferers for truth, either by imprifonment or lofs of goods. 

_ Many things.alfo in this time I wrote, fome for the prefs and fome 
_ for particular fervice ; as letters to the king of Denmark, and one to 
the duke of Holftein, on behalf of friends that were fufferers in his 

___dominions ; whereof the following is a copy : 
arf i : : ‘ For the duke of Holftein : 

‘ aed Bis ‘ 

Vigt Whom I do intreat in the love of God to read over this which is fent 

4 shes tai « in love to him. iel 

a TUxpers TAND that formerly, by fome evil-minded per- 

_.* & fons, it was reported to thee, when Elizabeth Hendricks 

_,*.came to Freéderickftadt to vifit the people called Quakers, 

a a he ¢ * that 
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1684. « that it was a fcandal to the Chriftian religion that a woman fhould  ~ 
«* be fuffered to preach in a publick aflembly religionfly gathered’ to- 
‘* gether,” &c. Upon which thou gaveft forth an ‘order to’ the- 
« rulers of Frederickftadt, ‘‘ to make the faid peop!e leave that place? — 
«¢ forthwith, or to fend them away.” But the faid Rulers being 

¢ Arminians, and they or their fathers being come to live there as a 

* people perfecuted in Holland, not much.above threefcore years 
© ago, made anfwer to the duke, “* they were not willing to perfe> 

“¢ cute others for con{cience-fake, who had looked upon perfecution 

“© on that account in their own café as antichriftian,” &e. But after 

* that, the people of God, in fcorn called Quakers, did write ‘to 

‘ thee, from Frederickftadt; and fince that time they have had 

‘ their liberty, and their meetings peaceable, to ferve and worfhip 
© God almoft thefe twenty years at Frederickftadt and thereabouts, 
‘ freely without moleftation; which liberty they have acknowledged 
‘ as a great favour and kindnefs from thee. a 

« And now, O duke, thou profeffing chriftianity from the great 

‘ and mighty name of Chrift Jefus, who is King of kings and Lord 
* of lords, and the holy fcriptures of truth of the Old and New 
é 
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Teftament, do not you ufe many women’s words in your fervice 
and worfhip out of the Old and New Teftament? The apoftle 
‘ faith, ‘* Let your women keep filence in the churches;” and . 
‘ that he “* did not permit a woman to fpeak, but to be under — 
“« obedience ; and if fhe will learn any thing, to afk her hufband at 
«home; for it is a fhame for a woman to fpeak in the church.” 
« And 1 Tim. ii. 11, 12. “ Women are to learn in filence, and not 
“© fuffered to teach, nor to ufurp authority over the man, but to be 
“ in filenoe,” 1 Cor. xiv. 34. Here the duke may fee what fort of 
« women were to be in filence and fubjection, whem the law _ 
“ commands to be filent, and not to ufurp authority over the 
‘ man, nor to fpeak in the church; thefe were unruly women. In 
« the fame chapter he commands << not to plait nor broider their hair, 
“© nor to. wear gold, pearls, or coftly array.” ‘Thefe things were for- 
« bidden by the apoftle, and women that wear fuch things are to’ 
‘ learn in filence and to be fubje¢t, and not to ufurp authority over 
« the men; for it is a fhame for fich to fpeak in the church. But ‘do: 
‘ not fuch women as. thefe that wear gold and filyer, pearls and - 
‘ gaudy apparel, or coftly array, and plait and broider their hair, 
© {peak in your church, when your prieft fets them to fing pfalms’? 
* Don’t they fpeak when they fing pfalms? Confider this, O duke! _ 
* Yet you fay, “ Your women mutt keep filence in the church, and 
«* muft not {peak in the church ;” but when they fing pfalms in your 
* churches are they filent ? Though the apoftle forbids fuch women 
‘ as before-mentioned to fpeak in the church, yet in another place he 
‘ encourages the good or holy women to be teachers of good things, 
Womenthat ‘ Lit. ii. 3,4. The apoftle alfo faid, ‘I intreat thee, true yoke- 
laboured in ** fellow, help thofe women which laboured with me in the gofpel, 
the gofpel. ¢¢ and with other my fellow-labourers, whofe names are written in 
. «* the book of life.” Here he owns thefe holy women, and'eticou- 
* rages them which laboured with him in the gofpel, and did not for- 
‘ bid them, Phil, iv. 2, 3. He likewife commends Phebe! unto 
. * the 
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_.¢ the church of the Romans, calls her a “ fervant unto the church 1684s 
«< of Cenchrea,” fends his epiftle by her to the Romans from,;—, 
* Corinth, and defires the church at Rome to “ receive her in the wigs. 
«© Lord, as becometh faints ;” and fo affift her * in whatfoever bufi« 
** nefs fhe, had need of s for fhe had been a fuccourer of many, and 
* of him alfo:” And he faid, ‘* Greet Prifcilla and Aquila, my 
‘¢ helpers in Chrift Jefus; who have for my life laid down their 
«« necks ; unto whom not only I give thanks, but alfo all the 
“* churches of the Gentiles.” Now here the duke may fee, thefe 
* were good holy women, whom the apoftle did not forbid fpeaking, 
« Rom. xvi. 1,2, 3, 4. but commended them. And Prifcilla and 
« Aquila “* inftructed. and expounded unto Apollos the way of God 
“© more perfectly,” Acts xviii. 26. So here Prifcilla was an inftru@tor 
* as well as Aquila, which holy women the apoftle doth not forbid: 
« Neither did he forbid Philip’s four daughters, who were virgins, 
* to prophefy. Women might pray and prophefy in the church, 1 
‘ Cor. xi. 5. The apoftles fhewed to the Jews the fulfiling of Joel’s 
‘ prophecy: “¢ That in the laft days God would pour out of his 
«* Spirit upon all flefh, and their fons and daughters, fervants and - 
«¢ handmaids, fhould prophefy with the Spirit of God.” So the 
* apoftle encourages daughters and handmaids to prophefy, as well as 
« fons; and if they do prophefy, they muft {peak to the church or 
« people, Joel ii. 28. Acts xvii. 18. Did not Miriam the prophet- 
« efs fing unto the Lord, and all the women with her, when the 
« Lord had delivered the children of Ifrael from Pharaoh? Did not 
“ fhe praife the Lord, and prophefy in the congregation of the chil- 
« dren of Ifrael ? Was not this in the church? Exod. xv. ar. 
© Mofes and Aaron did not forbid her prophefying or {peaking ; but 
* Mofes faid, ‘* Would God all the Lord’s people were prophets !” 
« And the Lord’s people are women as well as men. Deborah 
* was a judge and a prophetefs ; and do not you make ufe of Debo- 
‘ rah’s and Miriam’s words in your fervice and worfhip? See Jud. 
‘ y. ¥. to 31. Deborah’s large {peech or fong. Barak did not forbid 
« her, nor none of the Jewifh priefts. Did not fhe make this {peech 
« or fong in the congregation or church of Ifrael? In the book of 
‘ Ruth there are good fpeeches of thofe good women, which were 
“ not forbidden. Hannah prayed in the temple before Eli, and the 
‘ Lord anfwered her prayer. See what a fpeech Hannah makes, and 
* a praifing of God before Eli the high prieft, who did not forbid 
© her, 1 Sam. ii. 1. to 10. Jofiah the king fent his prieft, with {e- 
« veral others, to afk counfel of Huldah the prophetefs, who dwelt 
« at Jerufalem in the college, 2 King. xxii. 14. 2 Chron. xxxiv.-22. 
« So here the king and his priefts did not defpife the counfel of this 
‘ prophetefs ; and fhe prophefied to the congregation of Ifrael, as 
« may be feen in thefe chapters. In Lukei. 41. to 55. fee what a 

_ © godly fpeech Elizabeth made to Mary, and what a large godly 
* {peech Mary made alfo. Mary faid, “ that the Lord did regard 
«¢ the low eftate of his handmaid, &c.” And don’t you make ufe in 
* your worfhip and fervice of Mary’s and Elizabeth’s words’ from 
* Luke ii. 41. to 55. in your churches, and yet forbid women’s {peak- 
‘ ingin your churches, andbut tobeinfilence? Yet all forts of Tell 
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¢ fpeak in your churches when they fing, and fay Amen, In Luke» 
‘ ii, there was Anna the prophetefs, a widow, of about fourfcore 
‘ and four years, who departed not from the temple, but ferved God » 
« with fafting and prayer night and day. Did not fhe confefs Chrift 
¢ Jefus in the temple, and give thanks to the Lord, ‘ and {peak of 
«¢ Chrift to all that looked for redemption in Jerufalem ?” Luke ii. 
« 36, 37, 38. So fuch holy women were not forbidden to {peak in 
‘-the church, neither in the law nor gofpel. Wasit not Mary Mag- 
« dalen and other women that firft preached Chrift’s, refurrection to 
« the apoftles ?. The woman indeed (namely Eve) was firftin tran{- 
« greflion; fo they were women that firft preached the refurretion 
« of Chrift Jefus; for Chrift faid to Mary, &c. “ Go to my bre- 
«* thren and fay unto them, I afcend unto my Father and to your Fa- 
‘“‘ ther, and to my God and to your God,” John xx. 17. And Luke . 
‘ xxiv. 10. It was Mary Magdalen, Johanna, and Mary the mother. 
‘of James, and other women with them, who told the apoftles. 
«© Chrift was rifen from the dead; and ‘their words and thefe wo- 
«© men’s words were as idle tales to the apoftles, and they believed. 
«© them not,” ib. 11. Ver. 22, ‘* Certain women alfo of our com- 
‘“* pany made us aftonifhed,” they faid. So here it may be feen that 
‘ the women’s preaching the refurrection of Chrift did aftonifh the 
* apoftles. Chrift fent thefe women to preach his refurreétion ; fo it 
‘ is no fhame for fuch women to preach Chrift Jefus, ‘neither are 
‘ they to be filent when Chrift fends them. The apoftle fays, 
«« Every tongue fhall confefs to God,” Rom. xiv. 11. and ‘ Every. 
“* tongue fhall confefs that Jefus Chrift is Lord, to the glory of God 


 « the-Father,” Philip. ii. 11. So here it is clear that women muft 


« confefs Chrift as well as men, if every tongue muft confefs. And 
‘ the apoftle faith, «* There’s neither male nor female, for ye are all 
«* one in Chrift Jefus,” Gal. ili. 28. Atmel & 
© And whereas it is faid, “* women mutt afk their hufbands at 
«¢ home,” &c. the duke knows very well virgins have no hufbands, 
nor widows; for Anna, the prophetefs, was a widow ; and if 
Chrift be the hufband, men mutt afk counfel of him at home, as 
well as women, before they teach. And fet the cafe that a Turk’s . 
wife fhould be a Chriftian, or a Papift’s wife fhould be a Lutheran,, 
or a Calvinift,, muft they afk and learn of their hufbands at home 
before they confefs Chrift Jefus in the congregation of the Lord ?. 
Their counfel will be to them to turn Turks or Papifts.. ge 
‘ I intreat the duke to confider thefe things. I intreat him to 
mind God’s grace and truth in his heart, that is come by Jefus Chrift, 
that by his Spirit of grace and truth he may come to ferve and: 
worfhip God in his Spirit and truth ; fo that he may ferve the 
living eternal God that made him, in his generation, and have his 
peace in Chrift that the world cannot take away. And I do de- 
fire his good, peace, and profperity in this world, and his eternal 
comfort and happinefs in the world that is everlafting, Amen. 
| GF. 
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Befides the foregoing, I wrote alfo epiftles to friends; one of 1684. 
which the following is a copy of : Pad 
« Friends and brethren in the Lord Jefus Chritt, 
“ 1 os whom you have life, peace, and falvation; walk in him 
* 4 who is your heavenly Rock and Foundation, that ftands fure, 
* who hath all power in heaven and earth given unto him. So his 
* power is over all. Let your faith ftand in his power, which is over 
* all from everlafting to everlafting, over the devil and his power ; 
* that in the holy heavenly wifdom of God ye may be preferved 
* and kept to God’s glory, out of all {nares and temptations ; that 
* God’s wifdom may be juftified of all his children in this day of his 
* power, and they all may be faithful, ferving and worfhipping God 
‘ in Spirit and truth, and valiant for it upon the earth. For, as the 
* apoftle faith, «‘« They that believe are entered into their reft, and 
«© have ceafed from their own works, as God did from his.” Now 
« this reft is an eternal reft in Chrift, the eternal Son of God, in 
* whom every true believer hath everlafting life in Chrift Jefus, their 
« reft and everlafting day. For Chrift the reft bruifeth the ferpent’s 
‘ head, and through death deftroyeth death, and the devil, the power 
* of death, and his works. He is the eternal reft, that giveth eter- 
‘ nal life to his fheep. Chrift fulfilleth the prophets, and all the 
‘ figures, fhadows, and ceremonies, asin the Old Teftament ; and 
« all the promifes are yea and amen in Chrift, who was the 
* eternal reft to all true believers in the apoftles days, and 
‘ever fince, and is fo now. Chrift is the beginning and the 
* ending, the firftt and laft, afcended above all principalities, 
‘ powers, thrones, and dominions, that he might. fill all things. 
« For by ‘ Jefus Chrift all things were made and created, whe- 
«« ther they be things in heaven or things in the earth ;” and he 
« is the Eternal Reft. They that believe are entered into Chrift, 
* their Eternal Reft, in whom they have eternal life, and peace 
¢ with God. Wherefore I fay again, in him who is your Reft live 
« and abide; for in him ye are happy, and his bleffings will reft up- 
€ on you. God Almighty keep and preferve you all, his true be- 
‘ lievers, in Chrift your Reft and Peace this day. Amen. 
has BA 
* London, the 18th of the 
‘ y2th month, 1684-5.’ 


_ About a month after I got a little out of London, vifiting friends , 1685. 
he. ° outh-ftreet. 
at South-ftreet, Ford-green, and Enfield, where I had meetings. ford.green. 
Afterwards I went to Waltham-abbey, and was at a meeting there Enfield. 
on a firft-day ; which was very large and peaceable. ‘Then return- ats 
' ing through Enfield, and about Edmonton-fide, I came back to Enfeld. 
London in the third month, to advife with and affift friends game 
in laying their fufferings before the parliament then fitting; and we~ % 
drew up a fhort account of our fufferings, which we caufed to be 
printed and {pread amongift the parliament-men. 

The yearly meeting coming on, I-was much concerned for friends London 
that came up to it out of the country, left they fhould meet with any yeu i 
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trouble or difturbance in their paflage up or down ; and the rather, 
becaufe about that time a great buftle arofe in the nation upon the 
duke of Monmouth’s landing in the weft. But the Lord, according 
to his wonted goodnefs, was gracioufly pleafed to preferve friends in 
fafety, and gave us a bleffed opportunity to mect together in peact 
and quietnefs, and accompanied our meeting with his living, refrefh+ 
ing prefence : bleffed for ever be his holy name ! . | 
Confidering the hurries that were in the nation, it came upon mé 
at the clofe of this meeting to write a few lines to friends, < to cau~ 
* tion all to keep out of the fpirit of the world, in which troublé 
« js, and to dwell in the peaceable truth ;’ as followeth : . 
¢ Dear friends and brethren, ‘ . 
7 Hom the Lord hath called and chofen in Chrift Jefus, yout 
Life and Salvation, in whom ye have reft and peace witli 
God; the Lord by his mighty power, which is over all, hath pre 
ferved and fupported you to this day, to be a peculiar holy people 
to himfelf, fo that by his eternal Spirit and power ye might be all 
kept out of the world; for in the world is trouble. In this 
great day of the Lord God Almighty, he is fhaking the heavens 
and the earth of outward profeffions, their elements are in a heat, 
their fun and their moon are darkened, the ftars falling, and the 
mountains and hills fhaking and tottering, as it was among thé 
Jews in the day of Chrift’s appearing. Therefore, dear friends 
and brethren, dwell in the Seed, Chrift Jefus, the Rock and 
Foundation, that cannot be fhaken; that ye may fee with the 
light and Spirit of Chrift, that ye are as fixed ftars in the firma- 
ment of God’s power ; and in this his power and light you'll fee 
over all the wandering ftars, clouds without water, and trees 
without fruit. That which may be fhaken will be thaken, as 
will all that are wandered from the firmament of God’s power. 
‘ Dear friends’ and brethren, you that are redeemed from the 
« death and fall of Adam, by Chrift the fecond Adam, in him ye 
‘ have life, reft, and peace; for Chrift faith, <‘ In me ye hall 
‘« have peace, but in the world trouble.” And the apoftle faith, 
‘«« They that believe are entered into their Reft,” namely Chrift, who 
* hath overcome the world, bruifeth the ferpent’s head, deftroys the 
devil and his works, and fulfils the types, figures, and fhadows of 
the Old Teftament, and the prophets. In whom the promifes are 
Yea and Amen; who is the Firft and Laft, Beginning and Ending, 
the Eternal Reft. So keep and walk in Chrift, your Reft, every 
one that have received him, Splatt 
‘ Dear friends and brethren, whatever buftlings and trouble, tu- 
mults or outrages, quarrels and ftrife, arife in the world, keep out: 
of them all; concern not yourfelves with them ; but keep in the 
Lord’s power and peaceable truth, that is over all fuch things; in 
which power ye feek the peace and good of allmen. Live in the 
love which God hath fhed abroad in your hearts through 
* Chrift Jefus; in which love nothing is able to feparate you 
‘ from God and Chrift, neither outward fufferings, perfecutions, 
. ‘. nor 
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for any outward thing that is below and without; nor to hinder 168s. 
or break your heavenly fellowthip in the light, gofpel, and fpirit of ponadn. 
Chrift, nor your holy communion in the Holy Ghoft, that pro- 
ceeds from the Father and the Son, which leads you into all truth, 
In this Holy Ghotft, in which is your holy communion, that pro- 
ceeds from the Father and the Son, you bid fellowfhip with the 
Father and the Son, and one with another. This is it which links 
and joins Chrift’s church or body together to him the heavenly 

and {piritual head, and in unity in his Spirit, which is the bond of 
“peace ‘to all his church and living members, in whom they have 
eternal reft and peace in Chrift, and with God everlafting, who is 
‘to be bleffed and praifed for ever, Amen! 

* Dear friends, forfake not the aflembling of yourfelves together, 
who are gathered in the name of Jefus, your prophet, whom God 
‘has raifed up in the New Teftament, to be heard in all things 5 
who opens to you, and no man can fhut, who fhuts and no man can 
open; He is your pa made higher than the heavens by the 
power of an endlefs life ; by him you are made a royal priefthood, 
to offer up to God {piritual facrifice; He is the bifhop of your 
fouls, to overfee, you that you do not go aftray from God; He is 
the good thepherd that hath laid down his life for his {heep, and 
they hear his voice and follow him, and he gives to them eternal 
life. 
€ Dear frierids and brethren, abide in Chrift the vine, that ye may 
bring forth fruit to the Glory of God. As every one hath received 
Chrift, walk in him, who is not of the world that lics in wicked- 
nefs; fo that ye may be preferved out of the vain fafhions and 
cuftoms of the world, which fatisfy the luft of the eye, the lut 
of the flefh, and the pride of life, which are not of the Father, but 
of the world that pafles away. Whoever joins to that which is not 
of the Sather, or encourages it, draws the mind from God the Fa- 
ther and the Lord Jefus Chrift. ‘Therefore let Chrift rule in your 
hearts, that your minds, fouls, and {pirits may be kept out of the 
vanities of the world in their words, ways, and actions, that ye 
may be a peculiar people, zealous of good works, ferving the Lord 
through Jefus Chrift, to the praife and glory of God; that by the 
Word of his grace your words may be gracious, and in your lives 
and converfations ye may fhew forth righteoufnefs, holinefs, and 
godlinefs, that God pple may be glorified in you all, and 
through you all, who is above all, blefled and praifed for ever, 
Amen. ' 
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‘ 4th month, 1685.’ 


I wrote feveral other letters to friends in divers foreign coun 
tries, from whom I had received letters about the affairs of 
truth. Which when I had difpatched, I pot a little way out 
of town, being much fpent with the heat of the weather, throngs 

in meetings, and continual bufinefs. I went at firft to South- South ftreet, 
ftreet, where I abode fome days, And a great fenfe entered 
me 
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1685. me of the growth and increafe of pride, vanity, and excefs in 
sain apparel, and that not only amongft the people of the world, but 
too much alfo in fome that came among us, and feemed to make pro 
feffion of the truth. In the fenfe I had of the evil thereof, it came 
upon me to give forth the following, as a reproof and check there- 
unto. 
 € The apoftle Peter faith (in 1 Pet. iii.) of the women’s adorning ; 
‘« Let it not be (mark, let it not be: this is a pofitive prohibition) 
«« that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of 
<* gold, or of putting on of apparel ; but let it be the hidden man of 
««+the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of 
«¢ a meek and quiet fpirit, which is in the fight of God of great 
«© price; for.after this manner in old time the holy women alfo, who 
‘* trufted in God, adorned themfelves.” yer 
« Here ye may fee what is the ornament of the holy women, which 
« was in the fight of God of great price, which the holy women 
© who trufted in God adorned themfelves with. But the un- 
* holy women, that truft not in God, their ornament is not a meek 
* anda quiet fpirit; they adorn themfelves with plaiting the hair, 
putting on of apparel, and wearing of gold, which is forbidden 
* by the-apoftle in his general epiftle to the church of Chrift, the 
© true Chriftians. twits 
‘ The apoftle Paul faith, 1 Tim. ii.9, to. ‘¢ In like manner. 
‘«¢ alfo that women adorn themfelves in modeft.apparel, with fhame- 
«* facednefs and fobriety, not with broidered hair, or gold, or pearls, 
- © or coftly array ; but, which becometh women profefling godlinefs, 
“¢ with good works.” , 
‘ Here ye may fee what the women were not to adorn themfelves 
* with who profefied godlinefs: they were not to adorn themfelves. 
‘ with broidered hair, nor gold, nor pearls, nor coftly array ; for 
‘* this was not looked upon to be modeft apparel for holy women that 
¢ profeffed godlinefs and good works. But this adorning or apparel 
* is for the immodeft, unfhamefaced, unfober women, that profefs 
‘ not godlinefs, neither follow thefe good works that God com- 
‘ mands. Therefore it doth not become men and women, who 
* profefs true Chriftianity and godlinefs, to be adorned with gold, or 
« chains, or pearls, or coftly array, or with broidered hair; for thefe, 
‘ things are for the luft of the eye, the luft of the flefh, and pride of, 
¢ life, which is not of the Father. All holy men and women are 
* to mind that which is'more precious than gold; ‘« being redeemed 
“not with corruptible things, as filver and gold, from your vain 
« converfation, but with the precious blood of Chrift, as a lamb 
‘¢ without blemifh and without fpot. Therefore as obedient chil- 
«¢ dren to God, not fafhioning yourfelves according to your former 
‘¢ luftsin yourignorance, but as he which hath called you is holy, fo 
‘* be ye holy-in all manner of converfation,” 1 Pet. i. 14, 15. 
« Chrift faith, ‘“* The life is more than meat, and the body is 
“© more than raiment,” Luke xii. 22. 
I read of a wife moral philofopher, who, meeting a woman 
* with here neck and breaft bare, laid his hand upon her and {faid, 
** Woman, wilt thou fell this flefh?” and fhe replying, No: 
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_Then pray,” faid he, < fut up thy fhap” (meaning her bare 
breafts and neck). So they were looked upon as harlots that went 
with their necks, breafts, and backs bare, and not modeft people, 


ce¢ 


knowledge of true Chriftianity fhould be afhamed of fuch 
things. You may fee a book written by the very Papifts, and 
another by Richard Baxter the Prefbyterian, again{t bare breafts 


‘ feffion did declare againft fuch things,, therefore they who 
« are in the pofleffion of truth and true Chriftianity fhould be 
« athamed of fuch things. Read, I pray you, the third of Ifaiah. 
‘ There you may fee the holy prophet was grieved with the 
‘ foolifh women’s vain attire, and was fent by the Lord to 
« bravery, like a painted harlot out of the truth, did not keep her 
« from the judgments of God, when the Lord ftirred up Jehu againft 
her. Doth not pride go before a fall, and a haughty mind before 
© deftruction ? ‘* God refifteth the proud, and giveth grace to the 


€ 


« humble.” Solomon faith, «* The Lord will deftroy the houfe of 


«¢ the proud,” Prov. xv. 25. ‘* For the day.of the Lord fhall be 
‘< upon every one that is proud and lofty, &c. and he fhall be brought 
<¢ low,” Ifa. ii. 12. and Mal. iv. Therefore take heed of calling the 
‘ proud happy ; for ** the Lord will {catter the proud in the imagi- 
‘* nation of their own hearts, and exalt them of low degree.” 
« You may read in the Revelations (Chap. xvii. 4. and xviii. 16.) 


reprove them. Envious, perfecuting Jezabel, her attired head and 
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€ even among the moral heathens. ‘Therefore thofe that profefs the | 


and bare backs. They that were but in’ an outward pro-> 


© of the falfe church, how fhe was outwardly decked, but full of © 


‘ abomination, and came to a downfal at laft. Therefore it is good 
« for all that profefs the truth, to ufe this world as not abufing it ; 
'« for the fafhion of this world paffeth away, but the word of the 
‘¢ Lord endureth for ever. The Lord taketh pleafure in his people, 
«« he will beautify the meek with falvation,” Pfal. cxlix. 4. All that 
« know the truth as it is in Jefus, are to be beautified and cloathed 
« with this falvation, which falvation is a {trong wall or a bulwark 
‘ againft that fpirit that would lead you further into the fall from God; 
« into thofe things which the fallen man and woman delight in, 
« beautify, or adorn themfelves with. Therefore, all that profefs the 
* truth, be circumfpect, fincere, and fervent, following the Lord 
‘ Jefus Chrift, whois not of this world; in whom ye have life and 
‘ peace with God. 

‘G.F,’ 

«© South-ftreet, the 24th of . 

«« the 4th month, 1685.” 


_ After fome weeks I returned to London. Among othen fervices 
that I found there, one was to affift in drawing up a teftimony to clear 
our friends of being concerned in the late rebellion in the weft, and 
from all plots againit the government ; which accordingly was done, 
and delivered to the chief juftice, who was then to go into the weft 
with commiffion to try prifoners. ; | . De 
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1685. I tarried fome time in London, vifiting meetings, and labouring 
Epping. | 2nong friends in the fervice of truth. But finding my health much 
forrett, impaired for want of frefhair, I went to Charles Bathurlt’s country- 


houfe at Epping-foreft, where I ftaid a few days. ‘There it came ” * 
upon me to write the following epiftle to friends : 


© Dear friends, = thy oy 
‘ W H O are called, chofen and faithful in this day of trial, - 
‘ temptations, and fufferings, whom the Lord by his right 
‘ hand hath upholden in all your fufferings (and fome to death) for 
¢ the Lord and his truth’s fake. Chrift faith, «* Be of good cheer, 
«* I have overcome the world; in me ye have peace, but in the world 
«« ye have trouble.” The children of the Seed, which be heirs of 
« the kingdom, know this is true. And though ye have trials by 
« falfe brethren, Judafes, and-fons of perdition, that are got into the 
* temple of God, and exalted above all that is called God, whom the 
« Lord will deftroy with the breath of his mouth and the brightnefs _ 
‘ of his coming ; and though ye be tried by powers and principali- 
* ties, yet there is nothing able to feparate you from the love of God 
« which ye have in Chrift Jefus. In that love dwell, which bears 
* all things, and fulfils the law; in which edify one another, and be 
‘courteous, kind, and humble; for to fuch God giveth his grace 
* plentifully, fuch heteacheth. And pray in the Holy Ghoft, which 
« proceeds from the Father and the Son; in it keep your holy com- 
‘ munion and unity in the Spirit, the bond of peace, which is the 
‘ King of kings heavenly peace. In that you are all bound to good 
‘ behaviour, to keep peace among yourfelves, to feek the peace of 
« all men, and to fhew forth the heavenly, gentle, and peaceable 
« wifdom to all, in righteoufnefs and truth, anfwering the good in 
« all people in your lives and converfations (for the Lord is glorified. 
¢ in your bringing forth fpiritual fruit): that ye may eye and behold 
« the Lord in all your actions, that the bleffings of the Lord ye may 
‘ all feel toreft upon you. Whether ye be The Lord’s prifoners for 
‘ his name and truth’s fake, or at liberty, in all things labour to be 
‘ content, for that is a continual feaft; and let no ttouble move you ; 
* then ye will be as Mount Sion that cannot be removed. In all 
‘ things exercife the word of patience, which word will fandtify all. 
* things to you. Study to be quiet, and do the Lord’s bufinefs that 
‘ he requires of you, and your own, in truth and righteoufnefs. 
¢ Whatfoever ye do, let it be done to the praife and glory of God in 
* the name of Jefus Chrift. All that make God’s people ‘fuffer, 
« make the feed fuffer in their own particulars; and imprifon the juft 
© there. Such will not vifit the feed in themfelves, but caft it into 
‘ prifon in others, and not vifit it in prifon. You may read that 
« Chrift faith, ‘« Such muft go into everlafting punifhment.” That 
* is a fad punifhment and prifon. All fuch as are become apoftates 
* and backfliders, that crucify to themfelves Chrift afrefh, put him 
to open fhame, trample under feet the blood of the Son of God 
* by which they were cleanfed, and come to be unclean ; fuch grieve, 
€ vex, quench, and rebel againft the Spirit of God in themfelves, 
© and then fuch rebel againft them that walk in the Spirit of God. 
. * Such 
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Such are unfaithful to God and man, and are enemies to every 1685. 


good work and fervice of God; but their end will be aecordin 


g to Epping- 


their works, who are like the earth that hath often received rain, forret. 


but brings forth briars and thorns, which are to be rejected, and 
are for the fire. Therefore, dear friends, in all your fufferings 
feel the Lord’s eternal arm and power, which hath fupported you 
to this day, and will to the end, as your faith ftands in it, and 
as you are fettled upon the rock and foundation Chrift Jefus, that 
cannot be removed, in whom ye have life and peace with God. 
The Lord God Almighty, in him, give you dominion, and preferve 
you all to his glory, that in all your fufferings ye may feel his pre- 
fence, and that, when ye have finifhed your teftimony, ye may re- 
ceive the crown of glory which God hath laid up for them that fear 
and ferve him, Amen. 
‘GG. FY 
© The 15th of the 7th 
- € month, 1685.’ 


Having {pent about a week in the country, I returned to London ; London. 
where I continued about two months, vifiting meetings, and 
labouring to get relief for friends from their fufferings, which yet lay 
heavy upon them in many parts of the nation. I alfo wrote feveral 
papers relating to the fervice of truth, one of which was concerning 
order in the church of God, which fome that were gone out of the 


_ the unity of friends did much oppofe. Ft was as followeth : 


Mone all focieties, or families, or nations of people in the 
world, they have among them fome fort of order. ‘There was 

the order of Aaron in the Old Teftament, and there was the order 
of Melchizedeck before that, after whofe order Chrift Jefus came, 
and he did not defpife that order. God is a God of order in his 
whole creation, and in his church; and all believers in the light, 
the life in Chrift, that pafs from death to life, are in the order of 
the Holy Spirit, power, light, life, and government of Chrift 
Jefus, of the increafe whereof there is noend. ‘This is a myftery 
to all thofe diforderly people, who have written and printed fo 
much againft order, which the Lord’s power and Spirit hath 
brought forth among his people. And you that cry fo much 
againft order, is it not manifeft that you are gone into a land of 
darknefs, thick as darknefs itfelf, and of the fhadow of death, into 
diforder, and where the light is as darknefs? Is not this your 
condition feen by all them that live and walk in the truth, and 


whofe converfations are according to the gofpel of life and fal- 
vation ? 


« The devil, Satan, dragon, the firft‘and fecond beaft, the whore 
and falfe prophets, and their worfhippers and followers, all are out 
of the truth, abode not in it, nor in the order of it; and the truth 
is over themall. In Salem is God’s tabernacle; and his taberna- 
cle is in Shiloh: thefe’ are far beyond the tabernacles of Ham, 
Pfalm Ixxvi. and hxxviii. a 
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‘ All the figures and fhadows were and are comprehended in 
time; but Chrift the fubftance is the beginning and the ending. 
« And all trials, troubles, perfecutions, and, temptations came up 
‘ in time: but the Lord’s power, which is everlafting, is over all 

‘ fuch things; in which is fafety. 

‘ The black world of darknefs lieth in wickednefs, and by their 
* wifdom know not God that made the world and all things therein : 
‘ for the god of the world and prince of the air ruleth in the hearts 

‘of all that difobey the living God who made them. So the 
© god of this wicked world hath blinded the eyes of the infidels 
‘ or heathen; fo that this wicked world by their wifdom doth not 
« know the living God. . } . 

‘ In the Old Teftament the Lord faid, ** With all thy offerings 
«* thou fhalt offer falt, Levit. ii. 13. . And Chrift faith in his new 

* covenant, “ Every one fhall be falted with fire, and every facrifice 
“¢ fhall be falted with falt. Salt is good; but if the falt have loft 
‘¢ its faltnefs, wherewith will you feafon it? Have falt in yourfelves, - 
“© and have peace one with another,” Mark ix. 48, 49, 50. 

_ © We have received the earneft of the Spirit, which is the earneft 
‘ of the inheritance that fadeth not away. For God poureth out of 
¢ his Spirit upon all flefh. It is God’s Spirit, which is above our 
‘ natural fpirit (by which alone we do not know God); for it is 
‘ by the Spirit of God that we know the things of God. And the 
* Spirit of God doth witnefs to our fouls and fpirits, that it felf is 
* the earneft of an eternal inheritance. ‘‘ God opens his people’s 
“* ears to difcipline, and commands that they turn from iniquity. 
“< If they obey and ferve him, they fhall {pend their days in profpe- 
«© rity, and their yrs in pleafure: but if they obey him not, they 
* fhall perifh by the fword, and they fhall die without knowledge,” 
* Job xxxvi. 10, 11, 12. So the difobedient, thatdo not turn from 
‘ their iniquity, have not this profperity and pleafure ; but die with- 
‘ out the knowledge of God;.and their ears are fhut to this dif- 
* cipline, which God opens to his people. * 

. Sighs. deeut 


When I had been about two months in London, I was fent for 
to my fon Roufe’s at Kingfton, to,vifit a daughter of his, who at 
that time lay very fick; but recovered. Whilft I ftaid there, I had 
feveral meetings with friends : and returning by Hammer{mith, ftaid 
the firft-day meeting there, which was large and peaceable. Hav- 
ing vifited friends thereabouts, I came back to London again; being 
very intent upon the bufinefs of getting redrefs for fuffering friends. - 
In this-and other fervices I continued at London till the latter end 
of the eleventh month; fave that I went to vifit an ancient friend 
at Bethnal-Green, with ,whom I tarried three or four days. 
While I was there, I was much exercifed, in the fenfe of the ene- 

-my’s.working, to draw from the holy way of truth into a falfe li- 
berty, and fo into the world’s ways and worfhips again. And the 
example of the backfliding Jews coming before me, I was moved 
to write the following, as a warning to all fuch: | 
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owiehe may fee, when the Jews rebelled againft'the good Spirit 1.85 
; of God, which he gave to inftruét them, they forfook him pehnat- 
and his law, way, and worfhip, went a whoring after Balaam’s green. 
ways, and became like the ‘ wild afs’s colt, {nuffing up the wind,” 
Jer. i. 24. In Jer. ui. fee how Judah played the harlot under 
every green tree, and upon every high mountain; therefore the 
Lord divorced Judah, as he had divorced Ifrael when the forfook 
his way, and followed the ways of the heathen. Though the 
Lord had fed them to the full, yet they ‘* forfook him, commit- 
«« ted adultery, and afiembled them{felves together in harlots houfes,” 
© Jer. v. 7. « And with their whoredom they defiled the land, and 
“‘ committed adultery with ftocks and ftones,” fer. iii. g. Here 
you may fee, when they forfook the living, eternal God, they fol- 
lowed the religions and ‘worfhips of other nations, whofe gods 
were made of ftocks and ftones, which the Jews worfhipped, and 
committed adultery withal. When they forfook the living God, 
and his way and worfhip, they forfook the worthip at Jerufalem at 
the temple, and followed the heathens worfhips in the mountains 
and fields: So it was called adultery and whoredom, to jein with 
other religions, and forfake God, Jer. xiii. 27. 
‘ And now, if the children of the New Jerufalem that is above 
would forfake the worfhip that Chrift in his New Teftament fet up, 
(which is in Spirit and in truth) and follow the worfhip of nations, 
which men have fet up ; will not they commit adultery with them, 
in forfaking God’s worfhip, and Chrift the new and living way ?’ 
‘In Jer. xliv. ye may fee how the children of Judah provoked 
the Lord againft them, by worfhipping the works of their own 
hands, and following the gods of the land of Egypt. In this they 
committed adultery, forfaking the living God, their hufband, and 
his worfhip ; and there ye may fee God’s judgments pronounced 
againft them to their deftruction. What will become of thofe that 
forfake the worfhip in Spirit and truth, which Chrift fet up; and 
worthip the works of their own hands in fpiritual Egypt, and fol- 
low fpiritual Egypt’s will-worfhip, which they invented? May 
not this be called whoredom in them that forfake Chrift, the new 
and living way, his pure religion, and the worfhip that he hath 
fet up? And they that forfake the Lord’s way and his worfhip, 
and follow the world’s ways and worfhips, do not they, whofe way 
they follow, become at laft their enemies? asin Lament.1. See 
how the Jews forfook the Lord’s way and worfhip, and doted on 
other lovers (the Affyrians, &c.) and with ail their idols were 
defiled; and how they retained the whoredoms brought from 
Egypt, and were polluted with the Babylonians bed: read Ezek. 
xxiii. When they forfook the Lord, his way and worfhip, and 
followed the way and worfhip of the heathen; then it was faid, 
‘© They went a whoring after others, and committed adultery with 
«* them.” 

< Ye may fee Ezek. xvi. the ftate of the Jews was likened to that 
* of their fitter Sodom, which had played the harlot with the Afiy- 
‘ rians, committed fornication with the Egyptians, and increafed 
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¢ their whoredoms, in following their abominable idols; therefore’ 
‘ the Lord carried away the two tribes, that forfook him, into Ba~ 
‘ bylon; fee Ezek. xvii. 20. And they that forfake Chrift, the 
¢ new and living Way, and the worfhip of God in Spirit and truth, 
¢ which Chrift fet up in his New Teftament, go into captivity in 
‘ fpiritual Babylon. 

‘ Hofea ii. you may fee how the prophet difcovers the whore- 
¢ doms and idolatry of the Jews who forfook the Lord, and compares 
‘ them to an harlot. And in chap. iii. ye may fee the deftruction ' 
¢ threatened again{t the Jews for their impiety and idolatry. In ch. 
« ix. alfo the diftrefs and captivity of the Jews is threatened for their 
¢ fins and idolatry ; and again they are reproved and threatened for 
‘ their impiety and idolatry, Hof. x. This was for forfakin the 
‘ Lord and his way, and following the ways of their own inventions, 
¢ and the ways of the heathen. 

‘ Doth not Ifaiah fay, ‘‘ That the Lord would vifit Tyre, and 
« that fhe fhould commit fornication with all the kingdoms upon 
«¢ the face of the earth ?” therefore the Lord threatened deftruétion 
¢ upon her, ch. xxiii. In ch. lvii. you may fee how the Lord re- 
« proved the Jews for their whorifh idolatry, faying, “« Upon an 
‘< high and lofty mountain haft thou fet thy bed, even thither went- 
* eft thou up to offer facrifices. ‘Thou haft enlarged thy bed, and 


‘*¢ made a covenant with them, thou loveft their bed where thou 


“< faweft it.” This was a joining to the heathens religions, altars, 
* and facrifices, and forfaking the Lord’s altar and facrifices, which 


© he commanded in the law; and therefore that was committing 


‘ whoredom with the heathen, and a going into their beds from the 
‘ Living God that made them. And now in the New Teftament 
« God having “ poured his Spirit upon all flefh,” that by it all might 
* come to be a ‘ royal priefthood, to offer up fpiritual facrifices to 
“© God by Jefus Chrift ;” all that err from the Spirit of God, and 
‘ rebel againft it, are not like to offer {piritual facrifices to God; the 
© facrifice of fuch God doth not accept, no more than he did that 
‘ of the heathens or the Jews, who rebelled againft his good Spirit 
‘ that he gave them to inftruét them. 
« You may fee in the 17th, 18th, and 19th chapters of the Re- 
‘ velation the punifhment of the great whore, Babylon, the mother 
‘ of harlots, and the victory of the Lamb, and how he calleth God’s 
* people out of Babylon; for “in her was found the blood of the 
‘* prophets, and of the faints, and of all that were flain upon the 
af ech ’ There ye may read her judgment and downfal. This 
‘ whore are they that are whored from the Spirit of God, and fo 
‘ from God, from his holy worfhip in fpirit and truth, from the 
‘ pure undefiled religion that keeps from the fpots of the world, 
‘ from: the new and living way of Chrift Jefus; thefe are whored 
‘ from the Spirit of God into. falfe religions, ways, and worfhips, 
* and fo have corrupted the earth with her abominations. But her 
* judgment and downfal are feen, over whom Chrift hath the vic- 
* tory; and the marriage of the Lamb is come, glory to the Lord 
* for ever! And God’s pure religion, and pure worthip in Spirit 
. * and 
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: and truth Chrift hath fet up, as it was in the apoftles days, Hal- 168s. 
. j Re nen? 
lelujah. 
‘G. FY 


I foon returned to London, but made no long ftay there, my body tondon. 
not being able to bear the clofenefs of the city long together. While 
I was in town, befides the ufual fervices of ‘ vifiting friends, and 
* taking care about their {fufferings to get them eafed,’ I affifted the 
friends of the city in diftributing certain fums of money, which 
our friends of Ireland had charitably and very liberally raifed, and 
fent over hither for the relief of their brethren who fuffered for the 
teftimony of a good confcience ; which monies were diftributed 
amongft poor fuffering friends in the feveral counties in proportion; 
according as we underftood their need.. 

Before I left the city I heard of a great doctor lately come from 
Poland, whom I invited to my lodging, and had a great deal of dif- 
courfe with him. After I had informed myfelf by him of fuch 
things as I had a defire to know, I wrote a letter to the king of Po- 
land on behalf of friends at Dantzick, who had long been under 
grievous fufferings, A copy whereof follows: 


‘ To Joun the third, king of Poland, great duke of Lithuania, 
‘ Ruflia, and Pruffia, defender of the city of Dantzick, &c. 


* Concerning the innocent and afflicted people in fcorn called 
¢ Quakers, who are now fed with bread and water in Bride= 
‘« well of the aforefaid city, under clofe confinement, where 
‘ their friends, wives, and children are hardly fuffered to come 
« to fee them. 


‘ O king! 
‘THE magiftrates of the city of Dantzick fay it is thy order and 
command that thefe innocent and afflicted people fhould fuffer 
fuch oppreffion. Now this.punifhment is inflicted upon them onl 
becaufe they come together in the name of Jefus Chrift, their 
Redeemer and Saviour, who died for their fins, and is rifen from 
* the dead for their juftification, who is their prophet, whom God 
* hath raifed up like unto Mofes; whom they ought to hear in all 
* things in this day of the gofpel and new covenant; who went aftray 
« like fcattered fheep, but now are returned to the Chief Shepherd 
* and Bifhop of their Souls, 1 Pet. ii, 25. ‘* Who has given his life 
<* for his fheep, and they hear his voice and follow him ;” who leads 
‘them into his “ paftures of life,” John x. | 
‘ Now, O king ! I underftand thou openly profeffeft Chriftianity, 
and the great and mighty name of Jefus Chrift, who is King of 
kings and Lord of lords, to whom is given all power in heaven and 
earth, who rules all nations with a rod of iron. Therefore, O 
king, it feems hard to us, that any who openly confefs Chrift 
« Jefus (yea the magiftrates of Dantzick do the fame) fhould inflict 
‘ « thofe punifhments upon an innocent and harmlefs. people, by spa 
* fon 
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‘ fon of their tender confeiences only, becaufe they come together to 
‘ ferve and worfhip the Eternal God, who made them, in Spirit and » 
¢ in truth; which worfhip Chrift. Jefus. has. fet. up fixteen- hundred 
‘ years ago, as we read in John iv. 23,24. SoM SS a 

‘ I befeech the king that he would confider; whether Chrift'in the 
« New Teftament ever gave fuch a command to his apoftles that they 
¢ fhould fhut up any in prifon, and feed them with bread‘and-water, 
‘ who were not conformable in every particular ‘to their religion, 
© faith, and worfhip ?. Where did the-apoftles exercife fuchthings 
« in the true church after Chrift’s afcenfion ? Is not this: the doctrine 
« of Chrift and the apoftles, that Chrift’s followers fhould’ love 
«« their enemies, and pray for them: that hate, perfécute; and de- 
«* {pitefully ufe them ?”” Mat. v. a 

« Is itnot a fhame to Chriftendom among the’Turks ‘and others, 
« that one Chriftian fhould perfecute another for the doétrine of © 
‘ faith, worfhip, and religion ? They cannot prove that Chrift ever 
« gave them fuch a command, whom they profefs to be their Lord and 
‘ Mafter. For Chrift fays, that his believers and followers fhould 
‘“¢ love one another ;” and by this they should be known to be his 
‘ difciples. And did not Chrift reprove thofe who would have “ fire 
** to come down from heaven” to deftroy them who would not re- 
‘ ceive him? Did not he tell them, ‘ they did not know what 
<< fpirit they were of ?” Have all who have perfecuted men, or 
« taken away their lives becaufe they would not receive their reli- 
« gion, known what fpirit they were or are of? Is it not good for all 
« to know by the Spirit of Chrift what fpirit they are of? The 
‘ apoftle fays, Rom. viii. 9. ‘* If any man have not the Spirit of 
«¢ Chrift he is none of his.” And 2 Cor. x. 4. The weapons of 
“‘ our warfare are not carnal, but fpiritual, &c. We wreftle not 
“« againft flefh and blood, but againft fpiritual. wickednefs,” &c. 
« Thus we fee, the fight of the firft Chriftians and their weapons in 
‘ the days of the apoftles were fpiritual. 

‘ Would not the king and the magiftrates of Dantzick think it 
* contrary to their confciences, if they fhould be forced by the Turk 
‘ to his religion ? Would it not in lke manner feem hard to the 
‘ magiftrates of Dantzick, and contrary to their confciences, if they 
« fhould be forced to the religion of the king of Poland ? or the 
‘ king of Poland, if he fhould be compelled to the religion of the 
« magiftrates of Dantzick?. And if they would not be fubject 
‘ thereunto; that they fhould be banifhed from their wives and fa- 
‘ milies, and out of their native country, or otherwife be fed with 
‘ bread and water under {trict confinement ? 

© We befeech the king with all Chriftian humility, and the ma- 


-.* giftrates of Dantzick, that they would order their proceedings in 


‘ this matter according to the royal law of God, whichis, “* to do 
** unto others as they would have others do unto them, and to love 
** their neighbour as themfelves.” For we have this charity, that 
‘ we hope and believe the king of Poland and his people, with the 
“* magiftrates of Dantzick, own the writings of the New Teftament 


~ 1£-as wellas of the Old ; therefore we befeech the king and the ma- 
-‘ogiftrates of Dantzick, to take heed that their work of imprifoning 
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an innocent people, for nothing but their meeting together in ten« 
derneis of confcience to ferve and worfhip God, their Creator, n 
not be contrary and oppofite to the royal law of God, and to the 
glorious and everlafting gofpel of truth. 

‘ We defire the king, in Chriftian love, earneftly and weightily to 
confider thefe things, and to give order to fet the innocent prifon- 
‘ ers, our friends, called Quakers, at liberty from their ftrié& con- 
‘ finement in Dantzick, that they may have freedom to ferve and 
*worfhip the Living God in Spirit and in truth, and go home to 
© their habitations, and follow theit trades and calling, to maintain 
their wives, children, and families. And we believe that the king, 
in doing {uch a noble, glorious, yea Chriftian work, will not go 
unrewarded from the Great God who made him, whom we ferve 


and worfhip, who has the hearts of kings, and their lives and 
length of days in his hand. 


6 
€ 
s 
€ 
4 
s 


‘ From him who defires the king and all his minifters may be 
‘ preferved in the fear of God, and receive his word of wif- 
« dom, by which all things were made and created, that Py 
‘ it he may come to order all things to the glory of God, 
‘ which God has put under his hand; that both he and they 
‘ may enjoy the comforts and bleflings of the Lord in this 
‘ life, and in that which is to come life eternal, Amen. 
‘GF? 
‘ London, the roth of the 3d month, 
‘ commonly called May, 1684. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


‘ The king may pleafe to confider that his and all mens confci« 
* ences are the prerogative of God.’ . 


After this I went intoEnfield, where, and in the country thereabouts 
feveral friends had country-houfes, amongft whom I tarried fome 
time, vifiting and being vifited by friends, and having meetings with 
them. Several things I wrote in this time relating to the fervice of 
truth, one whereof was concerning judging ; for fome, who had de- 
parted from the truth, were fo afraid of truth’s judgment, that they 
made it much of their bufinefs to. cry out againft judging. Where- 
fore I wrote a paper, proving by the fcriptures of truth, that the 
church of Chrift hath power and ability to judge thofe that profefs to 
be of it, not only with refpect to outward things relating to this 
world, but with refpeét to religious matters alfo. “A copy of which 
follows : we ¥ 3 


Concerning Judging. 


e "PT HE natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, 
ee for they are foolifhnefs to him, neither can he know them, 
««<becaufe they are {piritually difcerned ; but he that is fpiritual judg 
“« eth all things (mark) all things, yet he himfelf is judged of no 
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“man,” 1 Cor. ii. 14, 15. So the natural man cannot judge of. 
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« thofe things he receives not, for they are foolifhnefs to him ; but 


« he is comprehended by the fpiritual man, and his foolifhnefs, and is - 


« judged, though he cannot judge the fpiritual man, 

«<< Do not ye judge them that are within ?” faith the apoftle.. This 
* power the church had and hath, « therefore put away from amongft 
«« yourfelves that wicked perfon.” Did not this wicked perfon; 


« think you, profefs and plead for liberty for, his wickednefs, and.his 


‘ freedom, as he was a Chriftian, who was looked upon as a mem- 
- “f - 


« ber of the church ? 

< The apoftle faith, << For I verily, as abfent i 
“* Spirit, have judged already, as though I were prefent, concerning 
«< him that hath done this wicked deed,” 1 Cor. y..3,.12.- Here the 
‘ apoftle did judge, though afar off, and fet up judgment in the 
« church againft falfe liberty, under what pretence foever it was. * 

« And the apoftle faith, «* Dare any of you, having a matter 
 againfta brother, go to law before the unjuft and not before the 
*« faints.” Here the faints, the church, are to judge of things 
« amongft themfelyes, and not the unjuft to judge of their mat- 
«ters. “ Do ye not know the faints thall judge the world?” So 
* the faints are to judge the unjuft, and not the unjuft to judge their 
* matters. ‘ 
__ ¢ And farther the apoftle faith, «* If the world thall be judged by 
“© you (to-wit, the faints) are you unworthy to judge the imaller 
‘< matters. amongft you ? A 

‘ It is clear that the faints-have a judgment given them of Chrift, 
‘ by his power and Spirit, light and wifdom, to judge the world, 


« and not to carry their matters before the unjuft, but to judge of — 


« them amongft themfelves ; and if they carry them before the un- 
« juft, they fhew their unworthinefs of the faints judgment. 
« Again, ‘‘ Know ye not, that we fhall judge the angels ? (and 


«* angels are fpirits) how much. more the things which pertain to this 


<< life? ; 

«If ye then have judgment of things pertaining to this life, fet 
‘«« them up to judge who haye leaft efteem in the church,” 1 Cor. iv. 6. 
‘ Here it is clear the church of Chrift has a judgment in the power 
¢ and Spirit of God, not only to, judge in <“ things that pertain to 
‘* this life;” but alfo to judge of things betwixt brethren, without 
* brother going to law with brother before unbelievers; which was 
* afault, and to be judged, if they did fo. ; 

‘ But all the faints have a judgment to judge angels that kept not 


_¢ their habitations, and the world. Jude ‘* judged the angels that 


«« kept not their habitations, their firft ftate.” Did not he judge in 
¢ divine matters here? He judged the ftate of Cain, Balaam, and 
“ Core, and fuch Chriftians as were got into their fteps, and were 
« gone as far as they, though they profeffed themfelves Chriftians ? 


‘ Here again he judged in divine matters, and of their ftates and beings, — 


‘ who ftood in the divine principle, and who were fallen from it. 
.-* The apoftle faith, «‘ Try.the {pirits, and believe not every {pirit,” 


‘ t John 4. Here again was a judgment in divine matters; and he 
« judged fuch as went out from them, which whilft they were with | 


¢ them they had fight of things and openings, but. when they went 
elaaZ.* Brg * from 
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from them, they went from the anointing ; therefore he exhorts _ 168s. 


€ 
* the faints to keep to the anointing. Such as went from them that pray 
€ 


had the anointing, came to be the feducers and falfe prophets that 

went into the world.. . ) 

« John had a judgment to try facrifices, -and diftinguithed Cain’s 
‘ from Abel’s, and by the Spirit of God knew which God accepted, 
* and which he did not accept, 1 Johniii. 12. * Paul judged and 
* tried fuch mefiengers and apoitles, and transformers of themfelves 
‘ like to the apoftles of Chrift, and would have the church to try 
« fuch, and have the fame judgment as he had, 2 Cor. xi. 

« Peter judged Ananias and Sapphira, and the thoughts of Simon 
' Magus, who would have been a worker of miracles for money. 

Was not all this judgment in divine matters? The apoftle Paul 


latians. For it was the faith and liberty of thofe preachers to preach 
up circumcifion, though it was a wrong faith. Did not the apoftle 
here again judge in divine matters ? 

‘ James judged in matters of faith, and manifefted the living faith 
* from the dead one. He alfo judged in matters of religion, the vain 
* religion from the pure religion, and diftinguifhed them. | 

« Paul judged of the “ falie brethren that would {py out the liberty 
«* of the true, to whom he would give no place by fubjeGtion, no not 
« for an hour, that the truth of the gofpel might continue with the 
“¢ faints,” Gal. i. Did not the apoftle herejudge in divine matters ? 
« And he judged concerning the matters of the gofpel, when fome 
* came to pervert them with another gofpel, and faid, «*. The gofpel 
*¢ which I received is not of man, neither was I taught it, but by the 
«« revelation of Jefus Chrift,” Gal. i.12. So here was a judgment 
¢ to diftinguifh the gofpel of Chrift from all other gofpels which 
€ were accurfed, which after man are received of man, and taught of 
« man, and not by the tevelation of Jefus Chrift, Gal.i. And he 
« had judgment to know, ‘* Who made the gofpel chargeable, and 
<< who kept it without charge.” 

« He fet up a judgment in the church, that the believers fhould 
© not be unequally yoked, and to fee when men had a communion in 
¢ the light, and when they had it in darknefs, when with Chrift and 
« when with Baal, with the believer and unbeliever, with the temple 


¢ 
« judged the preachers of circumcifion both in the Romans and Ga- - 


ay 


of God and with Idols, as in 2 Cor. vi. Did he not fet up a clear ; 


_€ judgment here in divine matters in the church ? 

© And the apoftle judged fuch libertines through their knowledge 
‘ that could fit at meat in the idol-temple, which caufed the weak 
¢ ‘brother to perifh, through his knowledge and liberty, for whom Chrift 
«died. Thefe, it is like, did profefs it was their faith and their li- 
€ 


‘berty, yet did not keep in the unity of the true faith, but went aftray — 


to deftroyit, 1 Cor. vill. - 
« Peter gives judgment upon the angels that finned and were caft 
« down into hell, of the ftate of the old world, and of Sodom, and 
« the ftate of the falfe prophets then amongft them, that could fpéak 
« great fwelling words of vanity, and whilft they promifed them li- 
© berty were themfelves the fervants of corruption. Had not Peter 
« here a judgment in divine matters. Thefe were fuchs whofe work 
- was 
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'¢ was to bring into bondage, being like the dog and fow that were 


_£ wafhed ; which fhews that they had been wafhed, but were turned 
‘ into the mire again. The apoftle Paul had a judgment upon fuch 
« with their fair words and mens wifdom, that deceived the hearts of 


« the fimple, and upon fuch as “ ferved not the Lord Jefus Chrift, but — 


«< their own bellies, and were enemies to the crofs of Chrift.” He 
« had a judgment and difcerning who lived in the crofs of Chrift, and 
‘ who did not, and exhorted all to live in the crofs of Chrift, the 


* righteous. power of God, that flew all deceit and the deeds of the — 


« old man; agreeable to Chrift’s words, “ He that will be my dif- 
** ciple, muft take up his crofs, and follow me.” Was not here a 
« judgment again in divine matters, of fuch as walked in the divine 
‘ power, and {uch as did not ? ms 

« Chrift fets up a judgment in his feven churches, and commends 


them that did keep in his judgment, and had tried them which — 


« faid, ** They were apoftles,” who might pretend they were fent of 
‘ God and Chrift, and were not; but the Church of Chrift had 
* found them liars. Chrift commended this judgment of the church 
‘ of Ephefus, becaufe they had ‘ not borne with them that were 
«¢ evil, but had tried thofe falfe apoftles;” and Chrift commends 
* this church, for that they had ‘ hated the deeds of the Nicolai- 
«« tans, which he alfo hated ;” and had not thefe Nicolaitans fprung 
‘ from Nicholas, one of the deacons? and were not thofe become a 
« fet of Chriftians? Though they might talk and preach of Chrift, 
« yet Chrift hated their doétrine. ‘ 

‘ Chrift faith to the Church of Smyrna, “ I know the blafphemy 
*¢ of them which fay’ they are Jews, and are not ; but are of the 
*< fynagogue of Satan,” So the Church is to have a judgment upon 


« thefe blafphemers, and are to diftinguifh the Jews inthe Spirit from 


« fuch as are not, but of the fynagogue of Satan. 

‘ The Church in Pergamos Chrift had a *‘ few things againft, be- 
<< caufe” faidhe, “ thou haft there them that hold the dotrines of 
«* Balaam, &c. And alfo them that hold the doétrine of the Nicolai- 
«* tans, which I hate.” Thefe that held the doctrine of Balaam, 


« and the do¢trine of the Nicolaitans, were got into the church, and 


¢ might look upon themfelves to be high Chriftians, and take great 
‘ liberty to go into Balaam’s and Nicholas’s do&trine, which was 
¢ hated by Chrift; but the church was to keep a {piritual and divine 
« judgment upon the heads of all thefe. 

._€ To the church of Thyatira, faith Chrift, ‘* I havea few things 
«¢ againft thee, becaufe thou fuffereft the woman Jezebel to teach, 
«© which feduces my people,” &¢c. Here was a fuffering which 
« fhould have been a judgment by Chrift’s Spirit upon that Jezebel 
‘ which was erred from his Spirit, and {o from Chrift. Such 


‘ as thefe were high preachers. Is not the church to beware of fuf- - 
* fering fuch now, left fhe fhould come under the reproof of Chrift - 


‘ for not pafling judgment againft the falfe teacher and feducer ? 

.-§ The church of Sardis «* had a-name to live, but was dead, and 
“< her works were not found perfect before God.” There is a judg- 
*. ment to be fet up in the church, to judge all imperfect works, and 
* fuch as would have a name, but not the nature; a name to live yet 


are , 
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«are dead... ‘The: living of evety:member of the true church mutt 


“be in-Chritt their life.  Thefe living members. live to his namevEnaeld. 


ne This church had a few names, “‘ who had not defiled their gar~ 
6 ments, | that did walk in white ;” but fuch ‘as have a name to ie 
4° but -are dead, whilft they are in a dead ftate cannot walk in white, 
4 OS judge in divine matters... ‘‘ Behold,” faid Chrift, «I will 
« make them: of the fynagogue of Satan, which fay they are Jews, 


: “e but, are not, but dolie; behold, I will make them to come and to 


«¢ worfhip before my feet.” 
ner .. *;And to the church of Tvaadiocs! that was <¢ aesihies ae nor cold, 
<¢ but lukewarm; I would thou wert either hot or.cold: [wilt 
is dpew. thee out of, my mouth, becaufe thou faidft thau waft rich, 


oa 


a _and. wanted nothing ;” when they were ‘< wretched, miferable,: 


% « «poor, blind, and. naked.”, This was for want of living in the 


« power < and Spirit of Chrift. Thefe could talk of high experiences 


7 


abe great enjoyments, but were naked, miferable, oe blind,;, fo 


ae 


lived not in the power, Spirit, light, and righteoufnets of Chrift, 
by which they might be cloathed, and have the eternal riches, So 
the church of Chrift had a {piritual judgment,given to them that 
are faithful in his power and Spirit and light, to judge of temporak 
things and the things of this life, and to judge of eternal and di- 
wine things and {ftates, and of angels and wicked men, and fuchas 
g0 from truth, and of the ftates of election and reprobation, yes 


who isthe Firft and Laft, from whom ‘they have the eternal judg+ 
ment, to judge eternal, {piritual, and divine things ; and in this 
word.of power and wifdom, by which all things were made'ané 
are upheld, to order-all things to God’s glory, and to judge of alk 
things in righteoufnefs. 
‘ The apottle judged, and fet up a judgment in the church, of sla 
of prophecies, of myfteries, of faith, and of giving the body. to 
be burned, and of giving goods to the poor, and of {peaking with 
tongues of men and angels ; that yet, if they had not love, all this 
was nothing, but as a founding brafs and tinkling cymbal. ‘There- 
fore they are to be tried by the fruits of ‘the good Spirit, which is 
love. ‘The apoftle not only judged himfelf in divine matters, but 
fet up a judgment in the chureh i in thofe fpiritual and divine. mat- 

ters. Vig 

« The apoftle James judges of Souantieile and of fig-trees, bk the 
 wifdom below, and of the wifdom from above, and: the fruits of 


Creer 


‘as, both, James iii. + And»Paul judged i in divine matters, when he faid, 
Ee: ‘The Spirit {poke exprefsly, that in’ the latter times fome fhauld 


« depart from the faith,” 1 'Tim.iv. He judged in divine matters, 


«© when he judged all thofe teachers that were high-minded, and had~ 


* got the form of godlinefs, but. denied the power,..and termed them 


» § Tike. Jannes ; and Jambres, which withftood:Mofes coming out of 
_ £ outward Egypt, as :thefe with, their form of godlinefs oppofe Chrift 
. € and his.power that brings them out of fpiritual Egypt now... Was 


€ not hea judge here in divine matters, who judged fuch as had gotten 
« the form of ¢ godlinels but denied the divine power? 2 Tim. iii. 
7N ‘ When 


and, of; the devils who are out of ‘truth ; thefe being in Chrift Jefus ~ 


52% 


1685, 


598 GEORGE FOX's JOURNAL. 
3685. When the’ apoftle Paul faid, « The priefthood of Aaron’ was 
Spo ee! ‘changed, and the law was changed, and the’ commandment dif=' 
" «© annulled, that gave theny theirtythes,” did not he judge in divine’ 
¢ and {piritual matters:? and was not the law fpiritual, which ferved’ 
« till the Seed came? nosow Bepwean vind vid ot boo To * 
© Did not the apoftle judge: in divine and fpiritual matters in. the 
« fixth of the Hebrews,. where he faith, <« Let us.¢o on to perfet- 
«© tion, not laying again the foundation of repentance from*déad’ 
<* works, and of faith towards: God, and: of thé doétrine of ‘bap-" 
“ tifms, andof laying on of hands, and of the refurreCion ‘of ‘the’ 
“ dead; and of eternal judgment: and this will we do, if God’per-" 
“© mit,” &c. And. does not. the-apoftle judge here, “ That it was’ 
¢ impoffible for thofe who ‘were once enlightened, and’ tafted' of 
«: the heavenly gift, and were partakers of the Holy Ghoft; and 
« had tafted of the good word of God, and of the powet ‘ofthe 
<« world to come, if they fhall fall away, to renew them: agaiti ‘unto 
“© repentance, feeing they crucify to themfelves' the Son of*God’ 
« afrefh, and put him to open fhame?” Heb. vi.» Were fiot thefe 
¢ fpiritual, eternal, and divine matters and ftates that the apoftle 
¢ judged of? and have not the faints the fame judgment given unto 
¢ them in the fame Spirit? Have not the apoftles and the’church a 
€ f{piritual judgment to judge of prophets, myfteries, faith, apo- 
© files, angels, world, and the devil? And-is not this judgment 
- © given them of God in divine matters, befides the judgment ‘given’ 
¢ them in matters pertaining unto this life? (203, DEOK, WFO! 
¢ And had not they judgment to difcern the true gofpel from the’ 
« falfe? and all fuch as had a profeflion of the form, and did not” 
¢ live in the power? and fuch as fpoke of the things of God; in’ 
the words that man’s wifdom did teach? which things of God 
were not to be fpoken in the wifdom which man’s words taught ; 
but in the word which the Holy Ghoft taught. Therefore did 
not the apoftle exhort to know the power, and that their faith 
might. ftand in the power of God? that the kingdom of God’ 
ftands not in word, but in power ? stOltzg 
« Had not all the prophets a judgment to judge in divine matters ? 
as Jéremiah, when he judged the prophets; and Ezekiel judged 
all: fuch as came with a pretence of the Word of the Lord, ufing” 
their: tongues, and-faying, ‘* Thus faith the Lord; when the 
Lord never {poke unto them.” Jeremiah xxiii. Ezekiel xiii. and 
may other places. might be inftanced. Did he not judge Hana-’ 
niah,. who prophefied falfely ?- and did not this Hananiah pretend 
to {peak the word of the Lord to the priefts and people? Jer. » 
miah xxviii. : “ 
« Did not Ifaiah judge in divine matters, when he judged the 
_watchimen and ‘the fhepherds ?. Ifa. lvi. Did’net Micah judge in 
‘ divinerand: fpiritual matters, when he faid he “ was full of the 
«* power by the Spirit of the Lord, and of judgment?” Did not he - 
* judge-of priefts,: prophets, and’ judges, though they would ‘lean | 
< upon the Lord; and fay, Is not. the Lord amongft us, and ‘no evil 
© can come unto. us;-yet did not he let them feetheir ftates'and‘con+ 
¢ ditions, and‘ divided the precious. fronmy the vile?’ Michviii? “And 
each © fo 


a 


a ® ®& A BaAaAa A a ea ® & A 


GEORGE FOXs JOURNAL 549 


© fo the reft of the prophets.: You may:{ee they judged: for God 1685) | 
« in, his divine: matters, ‘S:whoferved him, and who ferved him';"Fay 
*« not; who livedim truth, and who: not; and likewife the apo» cunt 
* files. And this: divine, {piritual, heavenly judgment was> given’ 

* of God to his holy men and women. fpr aig Uiiy 

.*, They that judge in God’s, divine matters, muft live in his di- 

* vine, Spirit, power, and light now, as they did then; which {pi-' 

© ritual and divine judgment Chrift has given te his church, the’ 
_ © living ftones, and living members, that make up his {piritual 
‘ howhold; to; try Jews, apoftles, and prophets; to try faiths and 
‘ religions, trees and fruits, thepherds and teachers, and to try {pi+ 
«tits. So the living members have-a living divine judgment in the 
‘church of Chrift,; which he is the Head of, the Judge ofall: ° 
_ #fNay, the church has. a power given them, which is. farther® 

‘than a judgment: for what they “ bind en earth, ig bound in’ 
«« heaven by the power of God;” and what they <* loofe on earth, 
<< is leofed in heaven by the power of God.” This power has Chrift’ 
* given to his living members, the church, ip 


+ The 2oth of the rath G. F. to friends, 
« month, 1685-6.’ 3 


I returned to London in the firft month 1686, and fet my felf London; 
with all diligence to look after friends fufferings, which we had 
now fome hopes of getting relief from. The {effiens came on in the 
fecond month at Hicks’s Hall, where many friends had appeals to be 
tried ; with whom I was from day to day to advife, and {ee that no’ 
_. opportunity was flipt, nor advantage loft: and they generally fuc- 
eceded well. Soon after, the king was pleafed, upon our often’ 
laying our fufferings before him, « To give order for the releafing 
* all that were imprifoned for confcience-fake ; which were. in’ his 
« power to difcharge.’ Whereby the prifon-doors were opened,’ 
and many hundreds of friends, fome of whom had been: long “ely mect: 
in prifon, were fet at liberty. Some of them, who had many years ~ 
been reftrained in bonds, came up to the yearly meeting, which was 
in the third month this year. This caufed great joy to friends, to” 
fee our ancient, faithful. brethren again at liberty in the Lord’s 
work, after their long confinement. And indeed a precious meet~ ° 
ing we had; the refrefhing prefence of the Lord appearing: plenti- ° 
fully with us and amongft us. After the meeting I was moved to ‘ 
write a few lines, to be fent amongft friends; the tenor whereof was © 
thus.:: « ) bee afts  dobwry ods sleadh or * 


‘ Dear friends, «:: oat), St : sort, hI. 
M:« love is ‘to you all in the holy Seed Chrift-Jefus, that brurfes 
.Y4 the ferpent’s head, and deftroys the devil and his works; — 
and. who hath all:power in heaven and ‘earth given to him.: Let 
every one’s faith {tand in him, and in his power, whois the author ~ 
and, finifher of your faith. ‘To you who haye been partakers of his — 
« power, and are fenfible of it in this day of his power, which is over 

« darknefs and its power: by whofe power :the hearts of the king and 


‘ rulers 
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« rulers have been opened ; and by which your outward prifon-— 
¢ doors have been fet open for your liberty. My defires are, that all 


Yearly meet-* may be preferved in’ humility and thankfulnefs, in the fenfeof the 


ing. 


‘mercies of the Lord; and liyéin the peaceable truth that is overall; 
¢ that ye may anfwer God’s grace, and his light'‘and Spirit in all; in’ 
* arighteous, godly life and converfation. Let none ‘be lifted'up by 
‘their outward liberty, neither let any be caft ‘down by fuffering 
« for Chrift’s fake; but all live in the feed (which “is as wheat) 
< which is not fhaken nor blown away by the winds and ftorms,’ 
‘as the chaff is. Which Seed of life none ‘below~ can make 
« higher or lower: for the children of the Seed are the children of 


_ © the everlafting, unchangeable kingdom of Chrift and God. In’ 


« Chrift Jefus, whom God hath given you for a fanctuary, God’ 
« Almighty keep you, in whom ye have life everlafting, and wifdom _ 
« from above, which is pure, peaceable, gentle, ‘and eafy to be.in- 
‘treated, full of mercy and good fruits ; that all may be exercifed 
“3n it, and may practife this wifdom in holy lives and converfa-° 
‘ tions; that this wifdom may be juftified of all her children, and 
« they exercifed and preferved in it in this day of the power of Chrift ; 
‘ in ‘which all his people are made a willing people, to ferve and wor- 
‘ fhip God in righteoufnefs and holinefs, in the Spirit and truth.’ 

‘ Let none abufe the power of the Lord, nor grieve his Spirit, 
‘ by which you are fealed and kept to the ‘day of falvation and re- 


_ © demption ; but always exercife your felves to have a ‘* good con- 


“¢ {cience void of offence towards God and towards all*men;” 
‘ being exercifed in holinefs,' godlinefs, and righteoufnefs, in the 
* truth, ‘and in the love of it. . All ftady to be approved unto God 
‘ in innocency, virtue, fimplicity, and faithfulnefs, labouring and 
« ftudying to. be quiet in the will of God. <* And whatfoever ye 
<< do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jefus, giving: 
‘«* thanks to God the Father by him :” That he, who is over all, may 
‘ have the praife for all his mercies and bleffings, with which he hath 
« refrefhed his people, and by his eternal arm and power hath kept and 
< preferved them to this day. Glory to his name over all for ever, 
‘ Amen! Chrift has called you by his grace into one body, to him 
‘ the holy head’; therefore live in charity, and in the love of God, 
*. which is the bond of perfectnefs.in his body ; which love edifies - 
< the body of Chrift: which body and all its members are knit to- 
“ gether, and increafed with the increafe of God, from-whom they 
“receive nourifhment. For by one Spirit we are all baptized into 
* one body, and have been made all to drink into one Spirit; in 
‘ which Spirit the body and all its members have fellowfhip with . 
‘ Chrift the head, and one with another. ‘The unity of this holy 
‘ Spirit-is the bond of peace of all the living members of Chriit 
‘ Jefus, of which he is the fpiritual head, rock, and foundation. 


_ € In the midft of his church ot living members Chrift exercifes his | 


‘ {piritual prophetical office, to open to them the myfteries of his 


_ € Kingdom. He is a fpiritual bithop to overfee them, that they do 


f not go aftray from the living God that made them; a fhepherd 
‘ that feeds them with bread and-water of life from heaven, and 
£ none is able to pluck his fheep out of his hands. He is a prieft 

: * that 
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* that died for them, fanctifieth them, and prefents them to God, 1686. 
‘ who ruleth in their hearts by the divine faith, which he is the au- >a, 
‘ thor and finifher of. His living membets praife God through Jefus yearly Meet: 
* Chrift, in whom they have life and falvation, who reconiciles them i*s- 
‘* to God, that they can fay they have <<‘ peace with God through 
«© Jefus Chrift;” and fo praife God through him that was dead and 
.* is alive, reigns over all, and liveth for evermore, bleffed for ever, 


* Hallelujah, Amen ! , 


__‘/Greet one another with an holy kifs of charity. Love or charity 
‘ beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth 
all things. . It envieth not, vaunteth not itfelf, nor is puffed up, 
* nordoth it behave itfelf unfeemly. It rejoices not in iniquity, but 
"© rejoices in the truth. Charity is not eafily provoked, and thinks no 
* evil, but fuffereth long and is kind. Charity never faileth. I fay, 
* greet one another with this holy kifs of charity, and peace be with 
- ¢ you all that are in Chrift Jefus, your life and falvation. 
OOM otar PF? 
* The 30th of the 3d 
« month, 1686.’ 


I remained moft part of this year in London, fave that fornetimhes I penal. 
got to Bethnal-green for a night or two, fometimes as far as Enfield green. 
and thereabouts amongft friends, and once or twice to Chifwick, sae 
where an antient friend had fet up a fchool for the educating of — - 
friends children ; in all which places I found fervice for the Lord. 

At London I {pent my time amongft friends, either in publick meet- ; onan; 
ings, as the Lord drew me, or vifiting fuch as were not well, and in 
looking after the fufferings of friends. For thotigh many were re- 
_deafed out of prifon, yet fome remained prifoners {till for tythes; &c. 

and fufferings of feveral forts lay heavy on friends in many places. 

Yet inafmuch as many who had been prifoners were now {et at li- 
berty, I felt a concern upon me that none might look too much at 

man, but might eye the Lord therein, from whorh deliverance comes. 
Wherefore I wrote an epiftle to friends, as followeth : 


* Friends, 
ike HE Lord by his eternal power hath difpofed the heart 
of the king to open the prifon-doors, by which about 
fifteen or fixteen hundred are fet at liberty, and hath given a check 
to the informers, fo that-in many -places our meetings are pretty 
quiet. My defires are, that both liberty and fufferings may be 
{anctified to his people, that friends may prize the mesties of the 
Lord in all things, and to hiny be thankful, who ftilleth the raging 
waves of the fea, allayeth the ftorms and tempefts, and maketh 
acalm. Therefore it is good to truft in the Lord, and caft your 
care upon him who careth for you. For when ye were in gaols 
and prifons the Lord did by his eternal arm and power uphold you, 
and fanGtified them to you; unto fome he made them as a fanctuary, 
and tried his people as in a furnace of affliction, both in prifons 
and {poiling of goods. In all this the Lord was with his people, 
and taught them to‘know that ‘ the earth is the Lord’s, and the 
7 O , | <¢ fulnefs 
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“s-fulnefs thereof 3? and that he'was in all places, «© who crowneth 
«© the year with-his goodnefs,” Pfal. lxv. © Therefore let all God’s 
* people»be diligent, and careful'to keep the camp of God holy, 
:€, pure;! and clean, ‘and to ferve God and Chrift, and one another in _ 
the:glorious, peaceable’ gofpel of life°and falvation ; which glory . 
{hines: over God’s ‘camp, and his great Prophet, Bifhop, and Shep~ 
herd is among,or in the midft of them, €xercifing his heavenly 
offices in them fo that you his people may’ réjoice in Chrift Jefus, 
through whom you have peace with God. For he that deftroyeth. 
the devil and his works, and bruifes the ferpent’s head, is all God’s 
peoples heavenly foundation and rock to build upon ; which was 
the holy prophets and apoftles rock in days paft, and is now the 
rock: of our age; which rock, the foundation of God, ftandeth 
fure. Upon this the « Lord God eftablith all his people,” Amen. 

bf $ Gates ig»? 


© London, the 2 sth of the 
ssi "7th month, 1686.’ 


Divers other epiftles and papers I wrote this year, whereof oné4was 
by way of exhortation to ‘ friends to keep in unity in the truth) “in 
« which there is no divifion nor feparation:’ thus, "48 3 

‘ Dear friends and brethren in the Lord Jefus Chrift, 2.» 

‘ ie whom ye have all peace and life, in whom there is no:divi~ 
«+ fion, fchifm, rent, ftrife, nor feparation : for Chrift is not di- 
vided, and there can be no feparation in the truth, nor in thé light, 
grace, faith, and Holy Ghoft, but unity, fellowthip, and ¢om+ 
munien.. For the devil was the firft that: went out of the truth, 
fepirated from it, and tempted man and woman to difobey God, 

d to go from the truth into a falfe liberty, to do that which 
vod forbad. So it is the ferpent now that leads men and women 
into a falfe liberty, even the God of the world, from which maa 
and woman muft be feparated by the truth,. that Chrift the truth 
may make them free, and then they are free indeed. Then they 
are;to ftand faft in that liberty in which Chrift hath made them 
free, and in him there is no divifion, {chifm, rent, nor feparation ; 

but peace, life, and. reconciliation to God and to one another.» So 
in Chrift male and female are all one ; for whether they be male or 
female, Jew or Gentile, bond or free, they are all one in Chrift. And 
there can be no {chifm, rent, or divifion in him, nor in the worfhip 
of God in his holy Spirit and truth, nor in the pure and undefiled 
religion that keeps from the {pots of the world, ‘nor in: the love of 
God that beareth and endureth all things, nor in the word of God’s 
grace, for itis pure and endureth for ever. Many, you fee, have 
loft the, word of patience, and the word of wifdom, that: is pure 
peaceable, ‘gentle, and eafy to be intreated. , Then’they rudidletd 
the wifdom that is below, that is <‘ earthly, fenfual, and devilith,” 
and very. uneafy, to, be intreated. They go from the love of'God 
that beareth all things, endureth all things, thinks no-evil, ‘and 
doth not behave itfelf unfeemly ; then. they cannot bear, but igrow 
brittle, are eafily provoked, run into unfeemly things, and are in 
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that, that vaunteth itfelf, are puffed up, rath, heady, high-minded, , 168° 
and fierce, and become as founding brafs or a tinkling cymbal ; but Londo. 
this is contrary tothe nature of the love of God. Therefore, dear 
friends. and brethren, dwell in the love of God; for thofe who 
dwell in-love dwell in God; and Godinthem. Keep in the word 
_of-wifdom, that is gentle, pure, and peaceable, and. in the word of 
patience that.endureth and beareth all things; which word: of pa- 
_ tience. the devil, and the world, and all his inftruments can never 
| wear out; it will.wear them all out; for it was before they were, 
and will be when they are gone, the pure, holy word of God, by 
which all God’s children are born again; and feed on the milk 
thereof, and live and grow by it. My defires are, that ye may all. 
* be.of one heart, mind, foul,-and fpirit in Chrift Jefus, Amen. 


rT ‘ “ i ‘ ¢ ™ 
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Soon after this, finding thofe apoftates whom the enemy had drawn 
into divifion and feparation from friends continued their clamour and 
oppofition.againft our monthly, quarterly, and yearly meetings, it 
came upon me to write another fhort epiftle to friends to put them in 
mind of the ¢ evidence and feal they had received in themfelves by 
*« the Spirit of the Lord, that thofe meetings were of the Lord and 
< accepted by him,’ that they might not be fhaken by the adver- 
faries. I wrote as followeth ; ; 


“¢ My dear friends in the Lord Jefus Chritt ! 

s oo ils you that are gathered in his holy name know that your 

“4 meetings for worfhip, your quarterly meetings, monthly meet- 

‘ ings, womens meetings, and yearly meetings, are fet up by the 

- € power and Spirit of the Lord God, and witneffed by his Spirit and 

power in your hearts ; and by the Spirit and power’ of the Lord 
God they are eftablithed to you, and in the power and Spirit of the . 
Lord God you are eftablifhed in them. The Lord God hath-with , 

his Spirit fealed to you that your meetings are of his ordering and 
gathering, and he hath owned them by honouring you with his, 

blefied prefence in them ; and you have had great experience of his 

furnithing you with wifdom, life, and power, and heavenly riches 

from his treafure and fountain, by which many thanks and praifes 

have been returned in your meetings to his holy, glorious name. 

He hath fealed your meetings by his Spirit to you, and that your 
gathering together hath been by the Lord, to Chrift his Son, and . 

in his name, and not by man. So the Lord hath the glory and 

praife of them and in them, who hath upheld you and them by 

‘ the arm of his power againft all oppofers and backfliders and their 

* flanderous books and tongues. For the Lord’s power and feed 

‘ doth reign over them all, in which he doth preferve his fons and 

‘ daughters to his glory, by his eternal arm and power, in his work 

« and fervice, as a willing people in the’day of his power, without 

‘ being weary or fainting, but {trong in the Lord, and valiant for his 

_ € glorious name’and precious truth, and his ptire religion; that ye 

Ste bine) Seed P ! WO Yliee OU @2S¢ may 
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may ferve the Lord in Chrift Jefus, vane Fe rock and fouselation. in, 
* your age and generation, Amen... . 
s G. PF.’ 
London, the 3d of the 

Lt month, 1686-7. 


A little after'it came upon me to write Gaeothini concerning the: 


ftate of the church and the true members thereof ; as followeta : 


« Concerning the church of Chrift being clashed with the fun and 
‘ having the moon under her feet.: 


: pas SE are living members, living ftones, built up-a (piritaal 


€ 


houfhold, the children of the promife, and. of the feed and — 
flefh of Chrift ; as the apoftle faith, «‘ fleth of his flefh, and bone 


« of his bone.” They are the: -good feed, the children of ‘the ever wy 
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lafting kingdom written in heaven, who have put on the Lord Jefus 
Chrift. ‘They fit together in heavenly places in Chrift, are cloathed’ 
with the Sun of righteoufnefs, Chrift Jefus, and have the moon 
under their feet, Revel. xit. So all changeable things that are in 
the world, all changeable religions, changeable worfhips, change- 
able ways, fellowfhips, churches, and teachers in the world, are as 
the moon ; for the moon changes, but the fun doth not hates, . 
The Sun GF righteoufnefs never changeth, or fets, nor goes down ; ; 
but all the ways, religions, worfhips, fellowfhips of the world, 
and the teachers thereof,. change like the moon. - But the true 
church, which Chrift is the head of, which is in God the Father, 
and is called ** the pillar and ground of truth,” whofe converfation 
is in heaven ; this church is cloathed with the Sun, Chrift Jefus- 
her head, who doth not change, and hath all changeable things. 
under her feet. Thefe are the living members, born again of the. 
immortal feed by the word of God, who feed upon the immortal milk, . 
and live and grow by it. Such are the new creatures in Chrift Jefus, : 
who makes all things new, and fees the old things pafs away. His: 
church, his members, which are cloathed with the fun, their wor-. 
fhip is in the Spirit and in the truth, which doth not change ; which. 
truth the devil, the foul, unclean fpirit, is out of, and canot get. 
into this worfhip in Spirit and truth. Their religion is pure and. 
undefiled before God, that keeps from the fpots of the world, and. 
their way is the new and living way, Chrift Jefus. So the church 
of Chrift, that is cloathed with the Sun, that hath the moon and all 
changeable religions and ways under her feet, hath an unchange- 
able worfhip, religion, and way, an unchangeable rock and foun- 
dation, Chrift Jefus, an unchangeable high prieft, and fo are chil- 
dren of the New a hameny, and in the everlafting covenant of 
light-and life. ; 
«All that profefs the fcriptures both of the Netw and Old Tefta- . 
ment, and are not in Chrift Jefus, the apoftle tells them they” are. 


es reprobates if Chrift be not in them.” Thefe that are not in Chritt . 


¢ 


canflot be’ cloathed. with Chrift, the Sun of eteslaares: that... 
‘ake ag brie Niall ued * never 
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in the changeable things, the changeable religions, ways, wor- 
fhips, teachers, rocks, and foundations. But Chrift, the Son of 
God and Sun of righteoufnefs, doth not change; in whom his 
people are gathered, and fit together in heavenly places in him, 
cloathed with Chrift Jefus, the Sun, who is the mountain that 
filleth the whole earth with his divine power and light. Soall his 
people fee him and feel him both by fea and land. He is in all 
places of the earth felt and feen of ‘all his. He faith to the out- 
ward profeffors, the Jews, ** I am from above, ye are from be- 
« low, ye are of this world.” So their religions, worthips, ways, 
teachers, faiths, beliefs, and creeds are made by men, and are be- 
low, of this world that changeth like the moon. You may fee their 
religions, ways, worfhips, and teachers, are all changeable like the 
moon; but Chrift, the Sun, with which the church is cloathed, 
doth not change, nor his church; for they are fpiritually minded, 
and their way, worfhip, and religion is fpiritual, from Chrift, who 
is from above and not of this world. Chrift hath redeemed you 
from this world, their changeable rudiments and elements, and 
old things, and their changeable teachers, and from their change- 
able faiths and beliefs. For Chrift is the Author and Finifher of 
his church's faith, who faith, ** Believe in the Light, that ye may 
become children of the Light.” And it is given them not only to 
believe, but to fuffer for his name. So this faith and belief is above 
all faiths and beliefs, which change like the moon. God’s people 
are an holy nation, a peculiar people, a {piritual houfhold, and 
royal priefthood, offering up fpiritual facrifice to God by Jefus 
Chrift, and are zealous of righteoufnefs, godly, good works, and 
their zeal is for that which is of God againft the evil which is not 
of God. Chrift took upon him the feed of Abraham, he doth not 
fay the corrupt feed of the Gentiles ; fo-according to the flefh he 
was of the holy feed of Abraham and David, and his holy body and 
blood was an offering and a facrifice for the fins of the whole world, 
as a lamb without blemith, whofe flefh faw nocorruption. By the 
one offering of himfelf. in the New Teftament or New Covenant, 
he has put an end to all the offerings and facrifices amongft the 
Jews in the Old Teftament. Chrift, the holy Seed, was cruci- 
fied, dead, and buried according to the flefh, and raifed again the 
third day, and his flefh faw no corruption. ‘Though he was cruci- 
fied in the flefh, yet quickened again by the Spirit and is alive, and 
liveth for evermore, and hath all power in heaven and earth given 
to him, and reigneth over all, and is the One Mediator between 
& God and man, even the Man Chrift Jefus. Chrift faid, “* He 
_ &€ gave his flefh for the life of the world;” and the apoftle faith, 

‘6 Bis flefh faw no corruption ;” fo that which faw no corruption he 
* gave for’ the life of the corrupt world to bring them out of cor- 
‘ ruption. Chrift faid again, ‘« He that eateth my flefh and drink- 
. eth my blood hath eternal life; for my flefh is meat indeed, and 
' _ my bloodis drink indeed. And he that eateth mty flefh, and drink- 
_*§ eth my blood, dwelleth in me, and I inhim.” He that eats not 
¢ his flefh and drinks not his blood, which is the life of the flefh, 
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« hath not eternal life.. As the apoftle faith, <‘-All died in Adam ;” 
« then ail are dead. Now all coming fpiritually to eat the fleth of 
« Chrit, the fecond Adam, and drink his blood, his blood and flefh 
« gives all the dead in Adam life, and quickens them out of their 
« fins and trefpaffes in which they were dead ; fo they come to {it to- 
‘ gether inethe heavenly places. in Chrift Jefus, ard are living mem- 
< bers of the church of Chrift that he is the head of, and are cloathed 
« with the Sun of righteoufnels, the Son of God, that never 
‘ changes, and have the changeable moon under their feet, and all 
‘ changeable worldly things, inventions, and works of men’s hands. 
« Thefe fee the people how they change from one worthip to an- 
* other; from one religion to another, from one way to another, and 
‘ one church to another, yet their hearts are not changed. ‘The 
* letter of the fcripture is read by the Chriftians like the Jews, but 
‘ the myftery is hid; they have the fheep’s cloathing, the outfide, 
‘ but are inwardly, ravened from the Spirit; which fhould bring therm 
‘ into the Lamb’s and Sheep’s nature. The fcripture faith, “ All 
*¢ the uncircumcifed muft go down into the pit ;” therefore all mutt 
« be circumeifed with the Spirit of God, which puts off the body of 
‘ death and fins of the flefh, that came into man and woman by their © 
‘ difobedience and tranfgreffing God’s commands. ‘I fay, all mutt 
*« be circumcifed with the Spirit, which puts off the body of death 
‘ and fins of the flefh, before they come up into Chrift, their Reft, 
* that never fell, and be cloathed with him the Sun of righteoufnefs, 
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Towards the latter end of this year I went to my fon Roufe’s near 
‘Kingfton. While I was there I wrote a paper concerning the 


falling away,’ foretold by the apoftle Paul, 2 Theff. ii. 3. as fol- 


loweth : 


ait apoftle faith that there muft be a < falling away ” firtt 

before the wicked one, and man of fin, the fon of perdition, 
be revealed, which betrayeth Chrift within, as the fon of perdition 
betrayed Chrift without; and they that betray Chrift within cru- 
cify to themfelves Chrift afrefh, and put him to open fhame. Be- - 
fore the apoftles deceafed, this man of fin and fon of perdition was 
revealed ; for they faw antichrift come, the falfe prophets, falfe | 
apoftles, and deceivers come, having a form of godlinefs, but de- 
nying the power thereof. They faw the wolves dreffed in the 
fheep’s cloathing, and fuch as went in Cain’s, Corah’s, and Ba- 
laam’s way, and Jezebel’s, and the whore of Babylon, the whore 
of confufion, the mother of harlots, and fuch as were enemies to 
‘the crofs of Chrift, that ferved not the Lord Jefus Chrift but their - 
own bellies. Thefe Chrift faw fhould come, and faid, « If it were 
‘© poffible they fhould deceive the elect,” and commanded his fol- 
‘ lowers not to goafter them. The apofile faid, “* Turn away from « 
“* fuch,” and Chriftand his apoftles warned the church of Chrift of 
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-€ fuch. In this day of Chrift and his gofpel, after the long night 


*-of apoftafy from the light, grace, truth, life, and Spirit of Chrift . 
; © Jefus, 
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€ Jefus, the fon of perdition, the wicked one, the man of fin isre= , 1686. _ 
vealed again, and the inwardly ravening wolves in fheep’s cloathing, x NGEON: 
and the fpirit of Cain, Corah, Balaam, Jezebel, the antichrifts, falle 
prophets, and falfe apoftles, and fuch as are enemies to the cr >{s of 
Chrift, who ferve not the Lord Jefus, but their own bellies, and 
crucify Chrift to themfelves, and put him to open fhame. This 
{pirit have we feen in this gofpel-day of Chrift; but Chrift will 
confume them with the Spirit of his mouth, and deftroy them with 
the brightnefs of his coming. But God’s people, whom he hath 
chofen unto falvation in Chrift from the beginning, through the 
fanctification of the Spirit and the belief of the truth, ftand fted- 
faftin Chrift Jefus, and are thankful to God by and through his 
Son, their rock and falvation, their happinefs, and eternal in- 
heritance. Bs. § 
‘ The apoftle faith, «« Ye were as fheep going aftray, but are 
now returned to. the Shepherd and Bifhop of your Souls.” So 
when people are returned to Chrift, their Shepherd, they know his 
voice and follow him, and are returned to the Bifhop of their 
Souls ; then they believe in him and receive wifdom and under- 
ftanding from him who is from above, heavenly and fpiritual. 
Then they act like {piritual holy men and women, and come to 
be members of the church of Chrift. Then a fpiritual care cometh 
upon the elders in Chrift, that all the members walk in Chrift, in 
his light, grace, Spirit, and truth, that they may adorn the con- 
feffion and profeflion of Chrift, and fee that all walk in the order of 
the holy Spirit, and the everlafting gofpel of peace, life, and fal- 
vation. This order keeps out of confufion ; for the gofpel of 
peace, the power of God, was before confufion was. All the heirs 
of the gofpel are heirs of its order, and are in this gofpel which 
brings life and immortality to light in them, by which all men and 
women may fee their work and fervice in it, to look after the poor 
widows and fatherlefs, to fee that nothing be lacking, and that all 
honour: the Lord in their lives and converfations.. 
« When the whole houfe of Ifrael were in their graves and fe- 
ulchres, and were called “ the fcattered, dry bones,” yet they 
could fpeak, and fay “‘ their bones were dry, their hope was loft, 
“* or they were without hope, and they were cut off.” They were 
« alive outwardly, and could fpeak outwardly. So that which is 
¢ called Chriftendom may Netp well be called ‘¢ the feattered dry 
-€ bones,” and be faid to be in their graves and fepulchres, dead from 
the heavenly breath of life, the Spirit and word of life, that gather- 
eth to God. Though they can f{peak, and are alive outwardly, yet 
they remain in the congregations or churches of the dead, that want 
the virtue of life. For the Jews, whom God poured his Spirit 
upon and gave them his law, when they rebelled againft the Spirit 
of God, and turned from God and his law,:-they came to be dry 
{cattered bones, and were turned into their graves and fepulchres. 
So Chriftendom that is turned from the grace, truth, and light of 
Chrift, and the Spirit that God poureth upon all flefh, they are be- 
come the fcattered dry bones, are in their graves and fepulchres, and 
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are the congregations or churches of the dead;-though they can 
{peak and are alive outwardly. .. cai - oecs.t BapaeeelaSeesobeds = 
‘ Chrift faith, «« I am come that they might have life, and that 
they might have it more abundantly. He gave his. fleth for the 
life of the world.” Andhe faith, ‘1am the refurreCtion and the 
life. Iam the way, the truth, and the life ; no man cometh unto 
the Father but by me.” Chrift is the quickening Spirit. All being 
dead in Adam are to be quickened and made alive by Chrift, the 
fecond Adam. And-when they are quickened and made alive by 
him, they meet together in the name of Jefus Chriit their Saviour, 
who died for their fins and is rifen for their juftification, and fo 
was dead and is alive, and liveth for evermore. All whom 
he hath quickened and made alive (even all the living) meet in the 
name of Jefus who is alive, and he, their living Prophet, Shepherd, 
and Bifhop is in the midft of them, and is their living Rock and 
Foundation, and a living Mediator between them and the living 
God. So the living praife the living God through Jefus Chrift, 
through whom they have peace with God. All the living have reft 
in Chrift their life, he is their fanétification, their righteoutinefs, their 
treafure of wifdom, knowledge, and underftanding, which is fpiritual 
andheavenly. He isthe fpiritual treé and root, which all the believers 
in the light, the life in Chrift, that pafs from the death in Adam to 
the life in Chrift, and overcome the world, and are born of God, 
are grafted into Chrift, the heavenly tree, which bearetlr all 
the fpiritual branches or grafts. Thefe meet in his name, are ga- 
thered in him, and fit together in heavenly places in Chrift Jefus, their 
Life, who hath quickened and made them alive. So all the living 
worfhip the living God in his holy Spirit and truth, in which they 
live and walk. Into this worfhip the foul, unclean fpirit, the 
devil, cannot get; for the holy Spirit and truth is over him, and he 
is out of it.. This is the ftanding worfhip which Chrift fet up in 
his new covenant. And they that are quickened by Chrift are the 
living ftones, living members, and fpiritual houfhold and church, 


or congregation of Chrift, who is the living head and hufband. 


They that are made alive by Chrift are a living church, have a 
living head, and are come from the congregations or churches of 
the dead in Adam, where death and deftruction talk of God, and 
of his prophets and apoftles, in their wifdom that is below, earthly, 
and devilith, in the knowledge that is- brutifh, and in the under- 


ftanding that comes to naught. For what they know is natural, 


by their natural tongues, arts, and fciences, in which they corrupt 
themfelves. This is the ftate of the dead in Adam ; but the quick- 
ened, that are made alive by Chrift, difcern between the living and 
the dead. * 

: we 
 Kingfton upon Thames, the 

‘ t2th month, 1686-7.’ 


While 
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i While I was at Kingfton, I wrote another paper, fhewing, fe That 1688. 
“the Lord in all ages called the righteous from amongtft the wicked, meee 
‘© before he deftroyed them ;” after this manner : | ne 
« to A pias and his family were called into the ark, before the old 
«A ‘world was ‘deftroyed with the flood. And all the faithful 
*-generation, that lived before, were taken away, and died in the 
« faith,before that flood of deftruction came upon the wicked old 
© world: PES DNS E 

“€ The Lord‘did call Lot out of Sodom, before he did deftroy and 
« confume it, and the wicked there. : 
~-«-Chrift faid ; **-It cannot be, that a prophet perifh out of Jerufa- 
«Tem ;”-and he faid ; <* O Jerufalem; Jerufalem, which killeft the 
<¢ prophets, and {toneft them that are fent unto thce, how often would 
«<-T-have- gathered thy children together, as a hen gathereth her 
«<“brood- under her wings! but ye would not,” Luke xiii. 33, 34. 
© And he faid to the Jews ; ** Therefore alfo faid the wifdom of God, 
<< Twill fend them prophets and apoftles, and fome of them they 
“¢ fhall flay and perfecute ; that the blood of all the prophets, which 
«« was fhed from the foundation of the world, may be required of 
. this generation; from the blood of Abel, unto he blood of Za- 
«« charias, which perifhed between the altar and the temple. Verily, 
«* Tfay unto you, it fhall be required of this generation,” Luke xi. 
*-49, 50, 51. - And he faid to the Jews, ** Behold, your houfes fhall 
«* be left unto you defolate,” Matth. xxiii. 34, &c.. Chrift told his 
« difciples, that the temple at Jerufalem fhould be thrown down, 
« and there fhould not be one ftone left upon another, that fhould 
* not be thrown down, Matth. xxiv. 2. Alfo, that he muft go to 

‘ Jerufalem, and «‘ fuffer many things of the Jews, elders, and chicf 
«« priefts, and be killed, and raifed again the third day,” Matth. xvi. 

« 21. -And Chrift faid, «< When ye fhall fee Jerufalem compafied 

«« ‘with armies, then know, the defolation thereof is nigh.” He fore- 

* told, that the Jews fhould fall by the edge of the fword, and fhould 

« be led away “ captive into all nations; and Jerufalem fhould be 

*« trodden down of the Gentiles,” Luke xxi. 20. 24. “Here you may 
« fee how Jerufalem was often warned by Chrift, and how often 
« he would have “ gathered them, but they would not,” before they 

« were {cattered over or into all nations, their houfes left defolate, and 
¢ their temple and Jerufalem befieged with armies, deftroyed, and 
«thrown down. And though the difciples and apoftles of Chrift 
-€ did meet, ‘with the elders and church at Jerufalem, after Chrift 
‘¢ was rifen, yet Eufebius reporteth in his Ecclefiaftical Hittory, 
~* that the Chriftians at Jerufalem had a vifion, or a revelation to 
~ © depart out of Jerufalem. Being fore-warned alfo by Chrift, that 

«¢ when they fhould fee Jerufalem compafied with armies, its.defo- 

«< Jation was nigh; and that the temple fhould be thrown down, 

« and not one ftone left upon another ;” it is faid, the Chriftians 

« did depart out of bloody Jerufalem, before it and the temple were 

« deftroyed by Titus the emperor, who befieged it with his armies. 

« He was of the Gentiles, and deftroyed the temple and Jerufalem, 
-« as Chrift had fore-fpoken to his difciples, becaute of the wickednefs 
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‘ of the Jews, and the innocent blood that,they, had thed in it. _So 
‘ the Lord called his people out of bloody Jerufalem, before he de- 


é ftroyed it. And it is faid, Titus deftroyed the temple and Jeru~ ; 


‘ falem about two-and-forty years after Chrift was crucified and, 
c rifen again, and that with fo great a deftruction, that the Jews ne-. 
¢ ver did build again the city of Jerufalem, nor the temple(as,So-. 
« dom was never built again, nor the cities of the old-world). . But. 
« the Jews for above thefe thoufand years have been, and are a feat- 
‘ tered people in all nations to this day; and Chrift (whom they 
‘ crucified) and his doétrine is preached, and fet over them: and 
‘ the Gentiles, whom they hated, have received and do receive 
* him and his do@trine, and, praife God for it through Jefus Chrift, 
« Amen. or . pax, bree 6 ye ft 

‘ God called his people out.of Egypt, after he had poured out his 
* ten plagues upon the Egyptians; when he had deftroyed the firft- 
‘ born of Egypt, then the Lord brought his people out of Egypt. 
« And after the Lord had ‘clearly brought his people out, he’de- 
¢ {troyed Pharaoh, with all his hofts and chariots. ite, 26 

 € John faith, he heard a voice, faying; ‘‘ Come out of her, my 

‘© people (to wit, out of Bablyon, the falfe church) that ye be not 
«© partakers of her fins, and that ye receive not of her plagues: for 
** her fins have reached to heaven, and God hath remembered her 
<* iniquities,” Rev. xviii. 4, 5. Here ye may fee, that God did call 
‘ his people out of f{piritual Babylon before he deftroyed her, and 
* cafther down, to be utterly burnt with fire, ver. 8, 9, and 21. 

¢ Was not Nebuchadnezzar’s empire thrown down and ended by 
¢ Cyrus and Darius, who were of the feed of the Medes, before. 
* Cyrus and Darius gave forth their proclamation for all the Jews to 
“ go into their own land out of Babylon’s captivity ? And was there 
* not a prophecy of Cyrus, ‘<‘ That he fhould fubdue nations, and 
<* that the Lord would loofe the loins of kings before him, and 
<¢ break in pieces the gates of brafs, and cut'in funder the bars of 
“«* iron, and open the two-leaved gates ; and that the gates fhould nat 
« be fhut?” And the Lord faid; ‘* This is for Jacob, my fervant’s 
“© fake, and for Ifrael mine elect,” Ifa.xlv. . Was not this fulfilled in 
‘ Cyrus’s and Darius’s time? For did not then the Jews go out of 
€ captivity into their own land? Ezrai. 2, 3, 4. and chap. vi. 1. and 
‘ 12. and Ifa. xliv. 28. and xly. 13. Was not this prophecy of Ifaiah 
« fulfilled, when the children of Ifrael came out of Babylon? Were 
‘ not the Affyrians, that carried away the ten tribes, fubdued? and 
« the Babylonians, that carried away the two tribes, were they not 
‘ fubdued in the days of Cyrus and Darius, in whofe days the 
‘* loins of kings were loofed, and the two-leaved gates of brafs and 
‘ iron were opened?” and had not Ifrael and Jacob their liberty by 
« them in their days, to go into their own Land? ¥. 
« And here in England, was it not obferved, that moft of the ho- 
neft and fober people’ were turned out of the army, and their 
commiffions, offices, and places taken from them, becaufe they 
could not join with others in their cruelty and perfecuting? and 
others laid down their commiflions themfelyes, and came out from 
amongit thofe perfecutors, before they were overthrown, and 
‘ brought 
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¢ ‘brought: to confufion, ° “All that 2 are wile, fee thefe things, and learn 
« by fach examples and way-marl ks to fhtn fuch bogs. The righ- 
* teous are fafe, that keep in Chrift, their everlafting fanctuary, that. 
 } changes not; in whom they have, relt and peace with God, Amen, 
Gr: 
‘ Kingite, the Sgt of the 
; 12th Month, 1686-7.’ 


While I was at Kingfton, one day meditating on the things of 
God, fome pe ceulan obfervations arofe in my mind concerning thte 
firft, and the * fecond or laft{Adam. As that 

« The firft man Adam was made on the fixth day of the week ; 
« and Chrift, the fecond Adam, was crucified on the fixth day of 
* the Week. 

‘ The firft Adam was betrayed by the ferpent in the garden of 
. € Eden: Chrift our Saviour, the fecond Adam, was betr age by in 
* das ina garden near Jerufalem. 

* Chrift arofe from the dead on the firft-day of the weeks and 
« they that do believe on him are entered into Chrift their reft: 
« the chriftians meet together to worfhip God on the firft day of the 
‘ week; and on the firft day of the week. it was, that God faid, 
«© Let there be light, and there was light.” The Jews reft was on 
‘ the feventh day of the weck, which was given to them as a fign 
« of the eternal reft of the Lord, fanctifying them, after they came 

out of the land of Egypt: for before that time the Lord had not 

given to man and woman his outward Sabbath-day to keep, nei- 
ther in the old world, nor after in Abraham’s time, nor in Ifaac’s, 


Sinai in the wildernefs. Then the Lord gave the law, and his 
Sabbath, asa fign in the old covenant, of Chritt the eternal reft in 


61t 
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the new covenant; and they that believe do enter into Chrift 


€ 
€ 
€ 
* nor in Jacob’s tume; until the Jews came out of Egypt to Mount 
« 
€ 
€ 
€ 


their reft. 
* Adam, the firft man, is the root from whence we all fpring na-~ 
‘ turally : and Chrift is called the laft or fecond Adam, becaufe he 
* js the beginning and root of all that are fpiritual. 
* The firft Adam was made a living foul: and Chrift the laft 
* Adam, is a quickening {pirit. 
_ £ Chrift by the grace of God tafted death for every man, that they 
* might all come into favour with God; and that every tongue 
* fhould confefs, that ** Jefus Chrift is Lord, to the glory of God the 


Sather,’ ; 


I wrote alfo a paper there, concerning the two feeds, diftinguifhing 
the feed wherein the bleffing is received, from the feed which the 
curfe remains upon. Of which the following isa copy : 


‘ Be Bas Lord faid to Abraham, « In thy feed fhall all the nations 
of the earth be bleffed,” Gen. xxii. 18. ‘* And thy feed thall 


<< be as the ftarsof heaven, and as the fand which is upon the fea- ° 


«¢ fhore, and as the duft BS the earth, that cannot be numbered,” 
* chap. xiii. 16, and xv. 5, and xxii.17. In this feed all nations and 
6 * families 
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« families of the earth are bleffed’; but not-in the feed of evil-doers” 
¢ and of falfhood, nor in the feed»of adultery:and the whore, Ha-i.’. 
‘ 4. and lvii. 3, 4. ** For the feed of the wicked thallbe:cut: off, 
‘¢-faith the Lord,” Pfal. xxvii. 28. The Lord faid'to David; «¢*That 
«¢ his feed thould endure for ever,” Pfal. lxxxix..36. And again.it is 
«© faid, Pfal. cii. 28. “‘ The children of thy fervants fhall- continue,’ 
«© and their feed fhall be eftablithed before thee:” Here issa diftince- 
€ tion betwixt the two feeds: for the feed of-evil-doers, of the-adul- 
< terer, whore, and of the wicked fhall-be cut off; fo it is not-blef- 
‘fed. But Chrift bruifes the head of the ferpent-and his feed; which 
« he foweth in them, that difobey and) tranfgrefs God's: command; 
« and rebel againft God’s good Spirit. ‘This wicked feed of the fer- 
< pent is curft, and is an enemy to the feed,'in whom all are bleffed: 
« But Chrift bruifes the head of this curfed: feed of enmity, and de 
* ftroys the devil and his works; and in his feed are all blefied, and 
«all are in unity in this feed. ' All the children of the feed are the 
¢ children of the kingdom of God and Chrift, and are bleffed with 
¢ faithful Abraham. Whoever are of the faving, divine, precious 
¢ faith, are of Abraham, walk in the fteps of the feed and faith of 
¢ Abraham, and are blefled with him, yea, of all nations, and all the 
* families of the earth. a 

‘ The Lord faid to Abraham, “* Thy feed fhall-be a ftranger in ~ 


. “£a land that is not theirs, and ‘hall ferve them; and they {hall 


s¢ affli@ them four hundred years: and that nation, whom they fhall 
«¢ ferve, will I judge; and afterwards fhall they (to wit, God’s feed) 
<¢ come out with great fubftance,” Gen. ‘xv. 13, 14. Here ye may 
« fee, that which affias God’s feed, he will judge, and did judge ; 


“ for he did deftroy the firft-birth of Pharaoh, and overthrew him 
* and his hoft. . , 


- An holy man faid; “ Except el thed of Sabaoth had left us a 


« feed or remnant, we had been as Sodom,” &c. that is deftroyed. 


* But in the feed, which deftroys the devil and his works, and bruifes 
« the head of the ferpent and his feed, are all nations and families of 
© the earth bleffed. | | 
* Chrift, according to the flefh, was of Abraham and of David: 
‘ for he took not on him the nature of angels, but the feed of Abra- 
« ham; in which feed all nations and families of the earth are blef- 
‘ fed. Ando they, that are of his feed, are of the generation of 
“« Chrift; are “* fleth of his fleth, and bone of his bone.” —Now all 


-€ nations and families of the earth muft be in this holy feed, if they 


‘ have the bleffings, and are blefled. And, ‘ out of the mouth of 
*« this feed’s feed {hall not God’s word depart ;”” but fhall remain and 
* abide in the mouth of this feed’s feed, in which they are bleffed, 


€ 


‘Ifa. lix. 24. So it is not the firft-birth’s talking of the words of 


« Chrift, thefeed, in whofe mouth the word of God doth not abide, 
© that makes an outward profeffion, like the Jews, that did kill and 
‘ -perfecute the prophets, and crucify Chrift the feed and fubftance of 
the law and prophets, which. the Jews profeffed in: words, but 


¢ 


“they denied Chrift, the feed and life. All, Chriftians:(fo called) 
« that profefs the fcriptures.in words, and are not.in'the feed-Chrift, 


ip? are 
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* are in the confufion, and are like the Jews. So neither Jews riot 
* Chriftians are bleffed, except they be in Chrift, the feed of life. 

-« But though Chriftis faid to be the feed of David, and of Abra- 
* ham, as his generation is declared by Matthew and Luke; yet 
* Chrift was not born of the will of the flefh, nor of the will of man, 
* but of God. For he was conceived by the Holy Ghoft, born of 
* the Virgin, and fuppofed to be the fon of Jofeph, but was the fon of 
‘ God. His name was called Jefus, becaufe he fhould “ fave his 
*¢ people from their fins ;” and Emanuel, God withus. Chrift took 
* not upon him the nature of angels, but the feed of Abraham (as I 
« faid before) and fo was made of the feed of David according to the 
« flefh ; and « declared to be the Son of God with power; according 
« to the fpirit of holinefs, by the refurreétion from the dead,” Rom. 
*i.4. Sothe generation of Chrift isa myftery. Chrift faw his feed 
* or word grow up in his difciples; and «« Chrift in you the hope of 
«¢ glory,” the apoftle calls «* the myftery, which hath been hid from 
“ ages and generations; but now is made manifeft to the faints,” 
‘ or fanctified ones, Col. i. 26, 27. “© Whom we preach; warn- 
“< ing every man, and teaching every man in all wifdom, that we 

—*€ may prefent every man perfect in Chrift Jefus,” v. 28. For in 
« Chrift, the fecond Adam, all are made perfe&t and complete; and 
‘ in. Adam in the fall, all are deformed and made imperfect; fo out 
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¢ of Chrift all mankind are imperfect and deformed ; let them paint . 


‘and drefs themfelves with the fheep’s cloathing, and with the form 
* of godlinefs, of the prophets, Chrift’s and his apoftles words never 
* fo much; yet if Chrift be not in them, they are incomplete, im- 
_ ¢ perfect, deformed, reprobates.. But the apoftle tells the church 
* of Chrift, «* Ye are compleat in Chrift, which is the head of all 
** principality and power,” Col. ii. 10. (for he hath <¢ all power in 
<< heaven and earth given to him,” Matth. xxviii. 18.) So all the 
« faints are made perfect and complete in Chrift Jefus; bleffed be 
‘ the Lord God over all for ever, through Jefus Chrift, Amen, 
« Amen. . 
| #3 CS 
‘ Kingfton, the 15th of the 
« 1ft Month, 1686-7.’ 


- . Quickly after this I returned to London, and continued there a 
month in the fervice of the Lord; being daily exercifed either in 
public meetings, or more particular fervices relating to the church of 
Chrift: as viliting fuch as were fick or afflicted, writing books or 
papers for the fpreading of truth, or refuting of error. As it was a 
time of general liberty, the Papifts appeared more open in their wor~ 
fhip than formerly, and many unfettled people going to view them, 
a great talk there was of their praying to faints, and by beads, &c. 
whereupon I-wrote a {hort paper concerning prayer; as followeth : 


: Co RIST Jefus, when he taught his difciples to pray, faid unto 
‘ them, ‘ When ye pray, fay; Our Father, which art in 
«< heaven, hallowed be thy name,” &c.. Chrift doth not fay, they 
‘ fhould pray to Mary, the mother of Chrift; nor doth he fay, they 

| rie! ‘ fhould 
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_ 1687. € fhould pray to angels, or to faints that were dead, Chrift. did noe 


Eondon. 


Effex. 
Goofes. 


“wl 


‘ teach them to pray to-the dead, mor for the dead. Neither did 
‘ Chrift or his apoftles teach the believers to pray by beads, nor to 
‘ fing by outward organs; but the apoftle faid, he would fing and 
¢ pray in the fpirit: for the Spirit itfelf «* maketh interceffion; and 
«‘ the Lord, that fearcheth the heart, knoweth the mind of the 
Sc oA DATIC, « . i aif 

« To take counfel of the dead, was forbidden by the law of God ; 
« they weré to take counfel of the Lord. "He hath given Chrift in 
¢ the new covenant, in his gofpel-day, to be a counfellor and a leader 
‘ to all believers in his light. Men are not to run to the dead for 
« the living’; for the law and teftimony of God forbids it. _Thofe 
« Jews, that refufed the running waters of Shiloh, the floods and wa- 
« ters of the Affyrians and Babylonians came over them, and carried 
« them into captivity; and they that refufe the waters of Chrift, are 
¢ overflowed with the flood of the world, that lieth in wickednefs. | 
‘ They that afked counfel of ftocks andftones, were in the fpirit of er- 
¢ rorand whoredom; they were ‘* gone a whoring from God,” Hofea _ 
‘iv. 12. Andthey, that ‘* joined themfelves to Baal-Peor, and ate 
< the facrifices of the dead, provoked the Lord’s anger, and brought | 
«< the Lord’s difpleafure upon them,” Pfal. evi. 28, 29. So here ye — 
< may fee, the facrifices of the dead were forbidden. The living know 
« that they fhall die; but the dead know not any thing, neither have 
‘they any more a reward: for the memory of them is forgotten, 
* Ecclef. ix. 5. ** Wo to the rebellious children, faith the Lord, 
‘¢ that take counfel, but not of me; and that cover with a covering, 
“¢ but not of my fpirit, that they may add fin to fin, Ifa. xxx. 1. 

: # 3 SGIFS 


When I had ftaid about a month in London, I got out of town ° 


again: For by reafon of the many hardthips I had undergone in im- 


prifonments, and other fufferings for truth’s fake, my body was grown 
fo infirm and weak, that I could not bear the clofenefs of the city long 
together ;. but was fain to go a little into the country, where I might 
have the benefit of the freth air. At this time I went with my fon- 
in-law William Mead, to his country-houfe called Goofes in Effex, 
where I ftaid about two weeks ; and among other fervices, that I had 
there, I wrote the following paper : | 5 > 


« A Diftin@ion between the true offering and facrifice, and the falfe, 


‘«* in the old and new covenant. 


« (HE Lord faith, “ He that facrificeth to any God, fave unto 
& the Lord only, he fhall be utterly deftroyed,” Exod. xxii. 20- 
<« So no God is to be minded, nor facrificed to, but the Lord God. 
« Itis death to facrifice to any other God, fave the Lord. The Lord 
‘ faith alfo, «* Thou fhalt not offer the blood of my facrifice with 
«* leavened bread,” Exod. xxiii. 18. So that four heavy leaven muft 
‘ not be offered with the Lord’s facrifice. Again the Lord faith: 


6s Thon thalt not build ‘an altar of hewen ftone: for if thou ‘lift up 


“e thy 
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«¢ thy tol upon it, thouyhaft polluted it,” Exod. xx. 25. There- , 1687. 
* fore have a care iof polluting the altar with your own tools, you Goofes, 
that profefs to offer the fpiritual facrifice, 
+6 Jonah faid; ** He would facrifice unto the Lord with the voice 
* of thankfgiving,”, when he was in the fith’s belly; and there he 
prayed unto the Lord, Jonah ii. For Jonah in the whale’s belly had 
« no lambs, nor rams, nor outward facrifices to offer. 

_. The Lord .forbids his people to facrifice with harlots, Hofea iv. 
« 44. And the Lord forbids his people to offer facrifice of the blind, 

© lame, fick, or that which was deformed, or had any blemith; as 

« inMal. i. and many other places. So they that offer fpiritual fa- 

»© crifice, muft not offer the blind, lame, blemifhed, or deformed fa- 
*erifice to God. -~ ’ 

-. £ The fcribe faith unto Chrift, « 'To love God with all the heart, 
<¢ and with all the underftanding, and with all the foul, and with all 
«< the ftrength, and to love his neighbour as himfelf, is more than 

«© all whole burnt offerings and facrifices,” Mark xii. 33. “ And 
«« when Jefus faw, that he anfwered difcreetly, he faid unto him; 
« Thou art not far from the kingdom of God,” v. 34. To love 
‘ God, and their neighbour as themfelves, was more than whole 
« burnt-offerings-and facrifices in the time of the law; therefore all 

* offerings and facrifices in the time of the gofpel, if there be not love 
¢ to God and to their neighbour as themfelves, avail nothing. 

« David faid, ‘‘ Let them facrifice a facrifice of thank{giving, and 

«¢ declare his works with rejoicing,” Pfal. cvii.22. Thefe are the fa- - 

'* crifices that the Lord requires of his people, more than outward fa- 
‘ crifices. David faid, “ Let my prayer be fet forth before thee 
«© as incenfe ; and the lifting up of mine hands as the evening fa- 
*¢ crifice,” Pfal. cxli. 2. Here David looks upon his prayer to the 
* Lord, and the lifting up of his hands to him, to be accepted with 
* the Lord, as much as the outward incenfe, and the outward even- 
* ing facrifice. Again David fays, ‘‘ The facrifices of God area 
*< broken {pirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt 
«© not defpife,” Pfal. li. 17. (See alfo Ifa. vii. 15. and chap. Ixvi. 

« 2.) Thefe are the facrifices that David faid God would accept, and 
« not defpife ; which are beyond the unbroken fpirit, and uncontrite 
* heart, with outward offerings and facrifices. 

‘ The adverfaries of the Jews would have joined with ther to- 

_ *£ wards the building of the temple, faying, “« Let us build with 
you, for we feek your God, as ye.do; and we do {facrifice unto 
© him.” But the Jews refufedthem, and faid; ‘* Ye have nothing 

‘s* to do with us, to build an houfe unto our God,” Ezra iv. 2, 3. 
* Here ye may fee God’s people refufed their building with them, 
© and their facrifice. Solomon faith, «* The facrifice of the wicked 

-€ is an abomination to the Lord,” Prov. xv. 8. (See alfo Ifa.i. 11. 
¢ and. chap. Ixvi. 3.) Solomon alfo faith, ‘* Better is a dry morfel, 
‘© and quietnefs therewith, than an houfe full of facrifices with 
“ ftrife,” Prov. xvii. 1. -Now let all people confider what good 
* your houfe full of facrifices doth with ftrife, when a dry morfel, 
* and quietnefs therewith, is better? Confider all: people, if ye live 
* in wickednefs, your facrifice is an abomination to the Lord. 

as * Again, 


& 
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1687. * Again, Solomon fpeaking of the facrifice of fools, faith ; «« They 
‘* confider net, that they do evil,” Ecclef.v. 1. Fools are fuch as 
« donot walk in the Spirit of God, or begin in the fpirit, and end in’ 
‘ the flefh, like the foolifh Galatians; for the Spirit of God is the. 
© Spirit of wifdom and underftanding, and cannot join with the fa- 
‘ crifices of the dead, nor of the fools, nor of the wicked, whofé 
 facrifice is abominable ; who grieve and quench the Spirit of God: 
‘ by which the fpiritual and righteous offer up {piritual facrifices, 
« acceptable to God by Jefus Chritt. . | , 

FT be apoftle Paul faith, he was the ‘* minifter of Jefus Chrift to 
«« the Gentiles, miniftring the gofpel of God, that the offering up of 
<< the Gentiles might be acceptable, being fantified by the Holy | 
«« Ghoft,” Rom. xv. 16. So ye may fee, that all the acceptable of-  * 
« ferings and facrifices to God muft be fan¢tified by the Holy Ghoft. 
« The fame apoftle faith to the Corinthians; ‘* Ye are bought with 
<¢ a price: therefore glorify God, in your body, and in your {pirit, 
“© which are God’s,” 1 Cor. vi. 20. And to the Romans, he faith ; 
‘* I befeech you, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you prefent 

'<«* your bodies a living facrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is 
«* your reafonable fervice,” Rom. xii. 1. This is the duty of all true 
‘ Chriftians. : . 

‘ Peter alfo faith, in his general epiftle to the church of Chrift ; 

*“* Ye alfo, as lively ftones, are built up a fpiritual houfe, an holy 
“¢ priefthood, to offer up fpiritual facrifices, acceptable to God by» 

» € Jefus Chrift,” 1 Pet. ii..5. So every man and woman muft come 
‘ to the Spirit of God in their own hearts, if they offer up {piritual 
‘ facrifices, acceptable to God by Jefus Chrift. For as Chriit faith, 
«* Every facrifice fhall be falted with falt,” Markix.49. And inthe. _ 
‘ Old Teftament ye may fee, all their outward offerings they were 
“* to feafon with falt,” Levit. ii. 13. A type and figure of Chrift, - 
‘ who “ gave himfelf for us, an oftering and a facrifice to God, for 
<¢ a fweet-{melling favour,” Ephef. v. 2. Therefore all his people 
« muft be baptized with the Holy Ghoft and with fire, that they 
‘ may be falted with fire, and every facrifice falted with falt, with 
‘ the Spirit of grace, that is poured upon all: fo that they may offer 
‘ up this fpiritual facrifice, acceptable to God by Jefus Chrift. 

‘ Samuel faid to king Saul ;- «* Hath the Lord as great delight in 
“* burnt-offerings and facrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord? 
‘«« behold, to obey is better than facrifice; and to hearken, than the 
‘* fat of rams,” 1Sam. xv. 22. So ye may fee, all offerings and fa- 
‘ crifices are nothing, if there be not an hearkening to the Lord in 
‘ his Spirit, and an obeying of his voice. Chrift told the Jews, 
‘ who were outward facrificers, that he would have mercy and not 
« facrifice: and bid them ‘* go and learn what that meaneth,” 


‘ Matth. ix. 13. 
mG. ae? 


Goofes. 


“ Goofes, the 28th of the 
* 2d month, 1687.’ 


London. The beginning of the third month I returned to London, and con- 


ly meet> | 
ng. tinued there till after the yearly-meeting, which began the fixteenth, . 
and 
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Pty ty ore Pe Paper ‘on, . . ie ' / 
and was very large; friends having more freedom to come up out of 1687. 
the countries to it, by reafon of the general toleration and liberty ee 
now granted..The meeting lafted feveral days; and at the clofe yemly maet- 
thereof itywas upon meto write.the following lines, to be difperfed ing. © 
among friends every where, as ‘¢ A-word of counfel and caution 
“to them to walk cireum{pectly in this time of liberty.” 


Dear friends and brethren in the Lord Jefus Chrift ; 
‘ ie lake Lord. by his eternal arm and power having fupported you 
‘ in all your fufferings, great {poiling of goods, and tedious im- 
‘ prifonments, only. for ferving and worfhipping the living God 
‘ that made you; who gave up wife and children and Ba and 
‘ fuffered; the {poil,of them, and imprifonment for his truth and 
‘ name’sifake; the Lord, by his infinite power and mercy, having 
_© been pleafed to open the king’s heart towards you, by which you. 
‘are fetat liberty from gaols, and the fpoilers of your goods are 
* ftopt, whereby ye may follow your callings, confefs Chrift Jefus, 
and call him Lord by the Holy Ghoft, in your aflemblies, with- 
out being caft into gaols, or having your goods {poiled. Dear bre- 
-thren, a great'concern lies upon me from the Lord to write unto 
you, ‘‘ That none may abufe this liberty, nor the mercies of the 
*¢ Lord, but prize them;” for there is great danger in time of li- 
© berty, of getting up, and getting into eafe, loofenefs, and falfe 
‘liberty. And now, feeing that ye have not the outward perfe- 
* cutors to war with in fufferings, with the fpiritual weapons keep 
« down that which would not be fubject to Chrift; that he, the 
« holy One, may reign in your hearts; that your lives, conver- 
« fations, and words may preach righteoufnefs and truth; that ye 
« may all thew forth good enfamples of true believers in Chrift, in 
¢ yirtue and holinefs, anfwering that which may be known of God 
« in all people, that ye are the fons and daughters of God ; ftanding 
« faft in that righteous, holy liberty in Chrift, the juft and holy One, 
« that has made you free, over the loofe or falfe; fhunning the oc- 
« cafions of vain difputes, and foolifh queftions of men of corrupt 
‘ 
€ 


¢ 
€ 
€ 
€ 


minds: for the ferpent was the firft queftioner of Eve, who drew 
her and Adam out of the truth. Therefore as ye have received 
Chrift, live and walk in him, who bruifes the ferpent’s head, who 
is your fafe fanctuary ; in whom ye have election, reconciliation, 
and peace with God. Therefore live in the peace which ye have 
¢ from Chrift, which is not of this world; be at peace one with an- 
« other, and feek the peace of all men, in Chrift Jefus: for bleffed _ 
¢ are the peace-makers. Labour to exercife a good confcience to- 
< wards God, in obedience to him in what he requires, and in doing 
« to all.men the thing that is juft and honeft; in your converfations 
« and words giying no offence to Jew or Gentile, nor to the church 
‘ of God. So ye may be asa city fet on God’s Sion-Hill, which 
« cannot’ be hid; and may be lights to the dark world, that they 
* may fee your good fruits, and glorify your Father which is in hea- 
« yen: for he is glorified in your bringing forth good fruits, as ye 
« abide in Chrift, the vine, in this his day of life, power, and light, 
+ that fhineth over all... Therefore all that believe:in the light, walk 
SPrsudnrh ats usa) oo. c! TBeat “at | Sud bod? 
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* in the light, as children of the light and of Chrift’s everlafting day ; _ 
‘ that in the light ye may have fellowfhip with the Father and the 
« Son, and one with another: keeping in the unity of his Holy Spi- 
« rit, in the bond of his holy peace, in his church, that he is head of. 
« My defire is, that God’s wifdom every where may be juftified of 
« her children, and that it may be fhewed forth in meeknefs, and in 
‘ the fear of the Lord in this his day, Amen. __ 
‘ . G. F? 

By that time the yearly meeting was over, I was very much wea- 
ried and {pent: wherefore about a week after I got out of town to a 
friend’s houfe a little beyond Edmenton, where, and at South-ftreet, 
I abode fome time, and had meetings amongft friends there; and at 
Winchmore-hill and Berry-ftréet. Having my mind continually 
exercifed in the things of God, the fenfe of his infinite goodnefs and 
mercy to mankind, in vifiting them, after they had tranfgreffed and 
rebelled againft him, and providing a way and means for their re- 
turn to him again, was very much upon me; and in the opening of 
the Spirit of truth, I writ the following paper on that fubject : 


‘ CoP who made all men and women, though they have tranf- 


grefled his commands and laws, rebelled againft him, hated 
‘ his light, grieved his Spirit, and walked defpitefully againft his 
Spirit of grace; yet he who is merciful, would have all to be 
faved, and come to the knowledge of the truth. All that come to 
the knowledge of the truth, muft know it in their inward parts ; 
I fay, the grace and truth, which comes by Jefus, all that know 
and find it, know and find it in their hearts. Such find the hid- 
den man of the heart, the pearl, the leaven, the loft piece of fil- 
ver, and the kingdom of heaven within. For until all come to 
the light and truth in their hearts, they have been ftrangers to 
thefe things, in Adam in the fall, from the image of God, his 
light, power and fpirit, and kingdom. But Chrift, that never fell, 
brings man and woman again, that follow him, to know thefe 
things, and to know the truth, him the Saviour, and brings them 
into his image, and his everlafting kingdom. oe 
‘ The devil, who is out of the truth, tempted man and woman 
to difobey God; and fo drew them into the fall from the truth. 
Itis the devil that hath ftopped mens eyes, ears, and hearts from 
the truth, who is called the god of the world; who hath blinded . 
the eyes of infidels, or heathen. But Chrift, who bruifes the fer- 
pent’s head, and deftroys the devil and his works, doth open mens 
hearts, eyes, and ears, who is their Saviour and Redeemer, and 
giveth life eternal to his people, that obey him and his truth. 
Bleffed be the Lord for ever through Jefus Chrift, who hath tafted 
death for all men, to bring them out of the death of Adam; and 
is a propitiation for the fins of the whole world, and gave himfelfa. . 
ranfom for all, to be teftified of in due time. For as by Adam’s tranf- 
greflion and difobedience death and condemnation came upon all 
men, fo by Chrift’s obedience unto death, juftication of life is 
come upon all men: and ** he that believeth in Chrift hath eter- 
‘ a ae 6 nal 
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_. Betwixt meeting and meeting I wrote many things for {preading 
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« nal life; but he haedoth riot is condemned already.” But God’. 1687. 4 
« would have all men to be faved, and come unto the knowledge of perry treet, 
‘ the truth, as it is in Jefus, who is their Saviour; and in him there 


* is no condemnation. 
G. F?’ 


After I had been a while here, I went to 4 monthly meeting at 
Enfield, and from thence with fome friends to Hertford ; where I Enfield. 
{taid three or four days, viliting friends both at their public meetings prortlone 
on firft-day, and at their quarterly meetings of men’ and women : 
and good fervice for the Lord [had amongft them. Then paffing 
to Waltham-Abby, I hada very good meeting with friends, and Waltham 
the next day went to another place, to compofe a difference, which, th 
for want of a right underftanding of each other, had happened be- 
tween fome friends. I returned to Waltham that night; and the Waltham. 
next day went with fome friends to William Mead’s houfe in Effex. - 

Here I ftaid fome weeks, yet was not idle, but often vifited meet- 
ings thereabouts: as at Wanftead, Barking, and at John Harding’s. a 

arking. 
truth, and opening people’s underftandings to receive it. One was 
a paper, proving from the fcriptures, that people muft repent before 
they can ‘receive the gofpel, and the Holy Spirit, and the kingdom of 
God, or be baptized ; after this manner : 


: ag ee) 
. ey the Baptift came preaching in the wildernefs of Judea, 
‘ faying, ‘‘ Repent ye; for the kingdom of heaven is at hand,” 
« Matth. ui. 12. When John the Baptift was caft into prifon, 
¢ Mark fays; “‘ That Jefus came into Galilee, preaching the gofpel 
«¢ of the kingdom of God, and faying, the time is fulfilled, and 
«¢ the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gof- 
«© pel,” Mark i. 14, 15. Matthew alfo fays; ‘* From that time 
«¢ Jefus began to preach, and to fay, repent, for the kingdom of 
«* heaven is at hand,” Matth.iv. 17. ‘“ And when Chrift fent forth 
«* his twelve difciples, two and two, they went out, and preached, 
«© that men fhould repent,” Mark vi. 12. Chrift faid to the Jews, . 
<« Except ye repent, ye fhall all likewife perifh,” Luke xiii. 3, 5. 
« when the publicans and finners came to hear Chrift, and the Pha- 
« rifees and Scribes murmured, faying, ‘‘ This man receiveth fin- 
« ners, and eateth with them,” Luke xv. 1, 2. Chrift reproved 
« them by a parable, and then told them; ‘ Joy fhall be in heaven 
“«* over one finner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine 
«* juft perfons, which need no repentance,” ver. 7. Adding, ‘* There 
<* is joy in the prefence of the angels of God over one finner that re- 
«© penteth,” ver. 10. Chrift, after he was rifen, faid unto his dif- 
© ciples, «¢ That repentance and remiffion of fins fhould be preached 
«© in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerufalem,” Luke 
‘ xxiv. 47. Peter faid to the Jews, ‘“‘ Repent, and be baptized 
« every one of you in the name of Jefus Chrift for the remiffion of 
_ « fins; and ye fhall receive the gift of the Holy Ghoft,” Acts ii. 38. 
« Paul faid, “‘ The times of this ignorance God winked at; but 
«© now commandeth all men every where to repent,” Acts xvii. 30. 
3 * Simon 
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1687. € Simon Magus was called to repentance, if he had regarded it, Ads 


Goofes. 


he 


¢ viii. 22. The apoftle Paul did preach at, Damafcus, at Jerufalem, 
‘ and throughout all the coafts of Judea, and then to the Gentiles 
‘ (turning them from darknefs to the light of Chrift, and from the 
* power of Satan to God) that they fhould “ repent and turn to God, 
‘¢ and do works meet for repentance,” Adts xxvi. 20. 
_ © Here ye may fee people muft repent before they believe and are 
* baptized; and before they receive the Holy Ghoft and the kingdom 
‘ of God. They. muft repent of their vain life and converfation be- 
* fore they receive the gofpel, and muft be turned from darknefs to 
‘ the light of Chrift, fromthe power of Satan unto God, before 
‘ they receive his holy Spirit and his gofpel of life and falvation. 
€ 


The Lord doth command all men every where to repent, and do 

works meet for repentance. They muft fhew that their lives, con- 

verfations,. and tongues are changed, and that they ferve God in 

newnefs of life, with new tongues and new hearts. 
Sad Pat iv: 

© Goofes, the 6th month, vid 

«1687. 


Another fhort paper I wrote about the fame time, fhewing, 
* wherein God’s people fhould be like unto him.’ Thus : ~ 


é OD is righteous, and he would have his people to be righteous, . 
4 and to do righteoufly. God is holy, ahd he would have his 
‘ people holy, and todo holily. God is juft, and he would have his 
‘ people. to be juft, and to dojuftly to all. God is light, and his 
¢ children muft walk in his light. God is an eternal, infinite Spirit, 
« and his children muft walk in the Spirit. God is merciful, and he 
« would have his people to be merciful. God’s fun fhines upon the 
*. good and the bad, and he caufes the rain to fall upon the evil and 
‘ the good; fo fhould his people do good unto all. God is love, and 

* they that dwell in love dwell in God. Love worketh no ill to his _. 
« neighbour, therefore ‘‘ Love is the fulfilling of the law,” Rom. 
‘ xii, 10. The apoftle faith, « All the law is fulfilled in one 
«* word, even in this, Thou fhalt love thy neighbour as thyfelf,” 
* Gal. v. 14. ‘¢ As the Father hath loved me, fo I have loved you ; 
“« continue yein my love,” John xy. g. This fhould be the practice 


‘ of all God’s people. 
ale. “Car 


“ Goofes, the 6th month, 
£10075: 


. And becaufe moft people would confefs, that God’s people fhould 
be thus, but few know how to come to this ftate, therefore in the 
openings of the Spirit of truth I wrote another fhort paper, directing 
to « the right way and means whereby people might come unto 
* Chrift, and fo be made like unto God.” Thus: ED Ve 


CHRIST 


GEORGE FOX’s JOURNAL, 


625 
‘ HRIST faith, «* I am the way, the truth, and the life; no, 1987 
. man cometh unto the Father but by me,” Jolin xiv. 6. . And Goofes. 


‘ again, “* No man can come to me, except the Father which hath 
** fent me draw him,” John vi. 44. Now, what is the means by 
« which God doth draw his people to his Son, but by his holy Spirit, 
« who ‘* poureth-out of his Spirit upon all flefh,” that is, all men 
‘and women, By this holy Spirit the holy and righteous God 

doth draw people from their unrighteoufnefs and unholinefs to 


© Chrift, the righteous and holy One, the great Prophet in his New 


Covenant and New Teftament, whom Mofes in the Old Covenant 
‘ and Teftament faid, God would raife up like unto him, whom 
* people fhould “ hear in all things ; and they:that would not hear 
«« him fhould be cut off.” They. that do not hear the Son of God, 
‘ the great Prophet, do not mind the drawing of the Father by his 
‘ holy Spirit to his Son; but they that mind the drawings of the 
‘ good Spirit of the Father to his Son, the Spirit doth give them un- 
* derftanding to know God and Jefus Chrift, which is eternal life. 
‘ Then they know that Jefus Chrift is the way, the truth, and the 
« life, and that none can come unto God but by and through his Son, 
‘ who is their fhepherd to feed them in his paftures and {prings of 
‘ life; and his fheep know his holy voice, in whom there was no. 
‘ fin, and in whofe mouth there was no guile, and an hireling they 
« will not hear, for he careth not for the fheep; for they are not the 
‘ hireling’s but Chrift’s, who hath laid down his life for his fheep. 
« He that robs and fteals his neighbour’s words, climbeth up another 
‘ way, and entereth not by the door, is a thief and a robber; but 
‘ Chrift is the door into his fheepfold, for his fheep to enter in by. 
‘ They know that Chrift is the bifhop of their fouls, to fee that they 
« do not go aftray from God nor out of his. paftures of life. They 
« know that Chrift is their mediator, who makes their peace with 
‘ God. They know that Chrift is their high prieft, made higher 
« than the heavens, and hath died for their fins, and doth cleanfe 
« them with his blood, and is rifen for theirjuftification, and is able 
é to the utmoft to fave all that come to God by him. 

“Gabe 
© Goofes, the 6th month, 
‘£1607. 


Before I left this place I wrote another paper, the {cope whereof 
was to fhew, by many inftances taken out of the holy fcriptures, that 
the kingdom of God, which moft people talk of at a diftance and re- 


fer altogether to another life, is in fome meafure to be known. and 


“entered into in this life; but that none can know an entrance there- 
- into, but fuch as are regenerated and born again, Of that paper the 
_ following is a copy: 


«© (“HRIST faith, “ excepta man be born again he cannot fee the | 


‘ kingdom of God,” John iii. 3. ‘* ‘That which is born of the 
«© fleth is flefh, and that which is born of the Spirit is Spirit,”’ ver: 
« 6. So ‘ except a man be born of water and of the Spirit he can- 


« not enter into the kingdom of God,” ver. 5. And John, writing. 
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1687. « to the feyen churches of Afia, calls himfelf their “ brother, and 


Goofes. 


«* companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of 
«© Jefus Chrift,” Rev.i.g. Here you may fee that John was in the 
« kingdom, fo he was born again ; for he did not only fee the king- 
‘ dom but was in it. | 
¢ And John faith, ‘* Behold what manner of love the Father hath 
** beftowed upon us, that we fhould be called the fons of God ; there- 
«© fore the world knoweth us not, becaufe it knew him not,” 1 John 
€ iii. r. ‘* Beloved, now are we the fons of God,” ver. 2. <‘* If 
“« ye know that he is righteous, ye know that every one that doth 
«« righteoufnefs is born of him,” chap.ii. 29. ‘* Whofoever is born 
«* of God doth not commit-fin, for his feed remaineth in him, and 
«¢ he cannot fin becaufe he is born of God,” chap. iii. 9. «* Let us 
<< love one another, for love is of God; and every one that loveth is - 
<¢ born of God, and knoweth God. He that loveth not, knoweth 
«* not God; for God is love,” chap. iv. 7, 8. ‘* Whofoever be- 
‘¢ lieveth that Jefus is the Chrift, is born of God,” chap. v. 1. 
«¢ Whofoever is born of God, overcometh the world; and. this is 
«¢ the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith,” ver. 4. 
¢ Were not thefe that were born of God in the kingdom of God? 
« And feeing John fays, ‘* Every one that doth righteoufnefs is born 
“© of God;” do not fuch fee the kingdom of God, that ftands.in 
« righteoufnefs, and enter into it ? 
- © Peter, in his firft general epiftle to the church of Chrift, faith, 
<« As new-born babes defire the fincere milk of the word, that ye 
<¢ may grow thereby,” 1 Pet. ii. 2. And he tells them they were 


- a chofen generation, a royal priefthood, an holy nation, a peculiar 


‘* people,” that they fhould ‘ fhew forth the praifes of him who had 
** called them out of darknefs into his marvellous light,” ver. 9. 
* And that ‘ as lively ftones they were built up a fpiritual houfe, an 
«* holy priefthood to offer up fpiritual facrifices, acceptable to God 
«* by Jefus Chrift,” ver. 5. Did not thefe new-born babes, thefe 
¢ lively ftones, fpiritual houfhold, royal priefthood, holy nation, and 
‘ chofen generation, who. were called out of darknefs into Chrift’s 
‘ marvellous light, fee and enter into his holy kingdom, being heirs 
* of the fame ? who were “ born again, not of corruptible feed but 
‘* of incorruptible, by the word of God which liveth and abideth for 
“* ever, 1 Pet. i. 23. And had not fuch an entrance miniftred to 
€ them into the everlafting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jefus 
© Chrift ? } . 

« James, in his general epiftle to the church of Chrift, faith, 
$* Hath not God chofen the poor of this world, rich in faith, and 
«¢ heirs of the kingdom. which he hath promifed to them that love 
« him?” James ii. 5. The apoftle Paul faith, «‘ God fent forth 
‘* his fon made of a woman, &c. to redeem them that were under 
“* the law, that we may receive the adoption of fons; and becaufe ye 
© are fons, God hath fent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, 
“* crying, Abba, Father. Wherefore thou art no more a fervant but 
‘-a ion, and if a fon then an heir of God through Chrift,” Gal. iv. 4, 
“ 5,6,7. The fame apoftle faith, <« As many as are led by the 
** Spirit of God they. are the fons of Gods” and tells the faints at 

4 dS -_ es, « Rome, 
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« Rome, “ Ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry 1687. 

«Abba, Father. The Spirit itfelf beareth witnefs with our fpirit, S73, 

*« that we are the children of God; and if children, then heirs, he 

“« heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Chrift : if fo be we fuffer with 

«< him, that we may be alfo glorified together,” (namely with Chrift) 

* Rom. vill. 14, 15, 16, 17. Now feeing they are the fons of God 

‘ that are led by the Spirit of God, and the Spirit beareth witnefs 
unto their fpirit that they are the children of God, heirs of God, 

and joint-heirs with Chrift, are not all thefe children of God 
heirs of the righteous glorious kingdom of God? And do they 

not fee it and enter into it? 

» « The Lord faith in Hofeai. 10. ** Where it was faid unto them, 

«* ye are not my people, there it fhall be faid unto them, ye are the 

«* fons of the Living God.” Did not this relate to the gofpel-days 

* of the New Covenant? See Rom. ix. 26. And what the Lord 

« faid by the prophet Jeremiah, chap. xxxi. r. the apoftle applies to © 

« the gofpel-days, and fays, ‘* Be ye feparate, faith the Lord, and 

<¢ touch not the unclean thing ; and I will receive you, and will be 

«* a father unto you, and ye fhall be my fons and daughters, faith the 

«« Lord Almighty,” 2 Cor. vi. 16. Are not thefe the children that 

* fee and enter into the righteous kingdom of God, that feparate from 

*.that which is unclean and touch it not ? 

‘ The Lord faith alfo by Ifaiah, « I will fay to the north, give 
«up, and to the fouth, keep not back; bring my fons from far, and 
“« my daughters from the ends of the earth,” Ifa. xliii.6. Then 
« doth not he bring them to his kingdom of glory, that ftands in 
« righteoufnefs and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoft? 

© The Lord faid to Job, “« When the morning-ftars fang together, 
«« and all the fons of God fhouted for joy,” Job xxxviti. 7. Where 
« did thefe fons of-God fhout for joy? - Was it not in his kingdom: 
< of glory? 

« Chrift faith, «« The leaft in the kingdom of God is greater than 
«¢ John,” Luke vii. 28. And in chap. xvi. 16. he fays, <« The law 
«< and the prophets were until John ; fince that time (viz. fince the 
© Jaw and the prophets and John) the kingdom of God is preached, 
«« and every man preffeth into it. 

« The good feed are the children of the kingdom, Matt. xiii. 38: 

« And “ therighteous fhall fhine forth as the fun in the kingdom of 
» © their Father,” ver. 43. Chrift faid unto his difciples, “ Unto 
** you it is given to know the myfteries of the kingdom of God,” 

* € Mark iv. 11. Chrift lifted up his eyes upon his difciples,-and faid, 

«© Blefled be ye poor, for yours is the kingdom of God,” Lukevi. 20. 

* The apoftles preached the kingdom of God. Thefe were born 
‘ again, that faw and knew the kingdom of God and preached it. 
© Chrift faid to his difciples, « Fear not, little flock, for it is your 
Father’s good pleafure to give you the kingdom,” Luke xii. 32. 
«« T appoint to you a kingdom,” faid Chrift, «* as my Father hath 
<* appointed to me,” chap. xxii. 29. The Lord faid, “ He that 4 
«¢ overcometh {hall inherit all tl:ings, and I will be his God ana he 

€< fhall be my fon,” Rev. xxi. 7. And John faith, «I have written 

«< unto you, young men, becaufe ye are ftrong, and the word e 
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“¢ abideth in you, and ye have overcome the wicked one,” 1 John ii. 
«14. And Chrift, by whom are all things, is faid << to bring many | 
«« fons to glory,” Heb. ii. 10. Ay oo . 

© He faid, ** Woe unto you fcribes and pharifees; hypocrites, for~ 
«< ye fhut up the kingdom of heaven againft men ; for ye neither go” 
<< in yourfelves, neither fuffer ye them that are entering to go in,” » 
« Matt. xxiii. 13. ‘* Woe unto you, lawyers, for ye have taken 
<¢ away the key of knowledge; ye entered not in yourfelves, and them — 
«¢ that were entering in ye hindered,” Luke xi. 52. Chrift gives” 
* unto his children the keys of the kingdom, his Spirit ; but. the 
© {cribes, pharifees, and lawyers, great profeffors, who were erred 
« from the Spirit, like the great profeffors in our age, that {coff at the 
« Spirit, and draw people from the Spirit of God within, thefe fhut — 
< up the kingdom from men, and draw people from the key of know- - 
« ledge, and the key of the kingdom. ‘ For no man knows the. 
<« things of God, but by the Spirit of God;” for the things of God 
« are fpiritually difcerned. The Spirit is the key, by which the* 
« kingdom of God and the things of God are revealed, difcerned, 
« and known, according to 1 Cor. ii. 10, 11, 13,14. The apoftle’ 
« names fome in his epiftle to the Coloffians, and fays, ‘* Thefe are 
«« my fellow-workers unto the kingdom of God,” Col. iv. 11. And 
‘ he tells that church that “* God hath delivered us from the power 
<« of darknefs, and hath tranflated us into the kingdom of his dear 
«« Son,” chap. i. 13. So ye may fee thefe were born again that were 
‘ tranflated into the kingdom of Chrift, and were fellow-workers 
« unto the kingdom of God. ind 4 

‘ Chrift exhorts his difciples to love and to do good, that they 
‘ might be the children of their Father which is: in heaven, 
« Matt. v.45. He bids them be perfec, even as their Father which | 
« is in heaven is perfect, ver. 48. The apoftle faith to the church 
« at Philippi, ‘* That ye may be blamelefs and harmlefs, the fons of 
‘¢ God, without rebuke, in the midft of a crooked and perverfe na- 
<< tion ;” amongft whom ye fhine as lights in the world, holding 
‘ forth the word of life, &c. Phil. ii. 15, 16. And writing to the 
‘ church of the Theffalonians, he puts them in mind how he had 
‘ exhorted them that they would ‘‘ walk worthy of God, who had: 
‘s called them into his kingdom and glory,” 1 Theff. ii. 12. 

‘The Lord had promifed by the prophet Joel, that he would 
** pour out his Spirit upon all flefh,” and that <* Sons and. daughters 
«¢ fhould prophefy, old men fhould dream dreams, and young men 
«< fee yifions,” Joel ii. 28. The caufe that fons and daughters; 
« hand-maids, fervants, young men, and old men have not thefe ~ 
‘ heavenly vifions, dreams, and prophecies, is becaufe they are 
«« erred from the Spirit of God,” which he poureth upon them ; but 
« as many as are led by the Spirit of God are the fons of God. 

‘ John faith Chrift was the true light, ‘* which lighteth every 
‘© man that cometh into the world,” John i. 9g. And that « as 
«< many as received him, to them gave he power to become the fons 
“<¢ of God, ver. 12. which were born not of blood, nor of the will 
«* of man, but of God,” ver. 13. The reafon why people do not 
€ become the fons of God, is becaufe they do not receive Chrift. 

bre | ‘ The 
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_* The Jews, the great profeflors, who had the promifes, prophecies, 
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* figures, and fhadows of him, would not receive him when he came. Goons. 


« And now the priefts and high profeffors of Chrift.are fo far from 
- © receiving the light of Chrift, and believing in it, that they hate 
“© the light and fcoff at it, calling it a natural confcience, and fome, 
«« Jack in the lanthorn.” Such are not like to become the fons of 
« God, nor to fee the glorious kingdom of Chrift, which ftands in 
_ * righteoufnefs, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoft, For the light that 
* fbines in the heart gives the “ light of the knowledge of the glory 
«< of God in the face of Chrift Jefus.” They that do not receive 
© Chrift Jefus, but hate his light (which is the life in him) and yet 
« profefs him in words, neither know the children of the light, nor 
« true fellowfhip in the light, nor the kingdom of God, that ftands 
* in righteoufnefs, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoft; but by the 
’« light they are condemned. ‘* And this is the condemnation, that 
<< light is come into the world, and men love darknefs rather than 
*« light, becaufe their deeds are evil. For every one that doeth evil 
*« hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, left his deeds fhould 
“€ be reproved,” John iii. 19, 20. But the children of the light, 
* that walk in the light, come to heavenly Jerufalem, to the city of 
* the Living God, to the innumerable company of angels, and to 
* the general affembly and church of the fir{t-born, that are written 
« in heaven, and can fing Hallelujah. . 
¢G. FF." 
© Goofes, the 2d of the 
‘ 7th month, 1687.’ 


Having been more than a quarter of a year in the country, I re- 


turned to London fomewhat better in health than formerly, having London. 


received much benefit by the country air. And it being a time of 
general liberty and great opennefs amongft the people, I had much 
-tervice for the Lord in the city, being almoft daily at publick meet- 
ings, and frequently taken up in vifiting friends that were fick, and 
in other fervices of the church. Icontinued at London. about three 
months; then finding my ftrength much fpent with continual labour- 
ing in the work of the Lord, and my body much ftopped for want of 


freth air, I went to my fon Roufe’s by Kingfton ; where I abode fome Kingfton, 


time, and vilited friends at Kingfton. While I was there, it came 

“upon me to write a paper concerning the Jews, fhewing, ‘ How 
* by their difobedience and rebellion they loft the holy city and 
« land.’ By which example the profeffed Chriftians may fee what 
_ they are to expect, if they continue to difobey and provoke the Lord. 
The-copy here followeth : 


* ie cipaee Lord gave the Jews in the Old Teftament the land of 
“ - Canaan, and they built the temple at Jerufalem to worthi 
‘in: It wascalled «« the Holy Temple,” and Jerufalem was called 
«© the Holy City,” and Canaan “ the Holy Land.” But when the 
© Jews rebelled againft the good Spirit which God gave them to in- 
« ftruct them, and’ rebelled-againft his law, and fet up idols and 
“ images, and. defiled’ the land. and the city, the Lord fent his 
7 U * prophets 
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‘ prophets to cry againft them, to.bring them back again to his 
‘ Spirit, and to his law, and fo to God; to ferve and worfhip him, 
¢ that they might not worfhip images and idols, the warks of their 
¢ own hands. But inftead of. hearkening to. God’s prophets; they 
* perfecuted them, and at laft killed his Son Chrift Jefus,..and per- 
« fecuted his apoftles. But Chrift told the Jews that both their city 
« and temple fhould be laid wafte, and they fhould be {cattered over 
« all nations; and it was fo. ‘Titus the Roman emperor came and 


© took Jerufalem, and deftroyed the city and temple, which was a 


« day of vengeance upon the Jews for all their idolatries, their wick- 
« ednefs, and for the innocent blood they had fhed both in the city and 
‘ country; and they were driven out of their own city and land, and 
« {cattered over all nations. The Jews had never power to-get the 
‘ land fince, nor to build Jerufalem nor the temple; but the Turk 
« hath both the land of Canaan and that which is called «*. the City 
«¢ of Jerufalem.” Now the Turk neither makes images nor wor- 
‘ fhips images; fo it is a juft hand of the Lord that he fhould be over 
* the perfecuting, idolatrous Jews, fo that they cannot defile the land 
« of Canaan now with images and idols, for the Turk hath not, who 
‘ neither makes images nor idols, nor worfhips them. .The Jews 
« muft never hope, believe, nor expect, that ever they fhall go again 
* into the land of Canaan, to fet up an outward worfhip at Jerufa- 
‘ Jem, and there for their priefts to offer outward facrifices of ‘rams, 
‘ fheep, and heifers, &c. for burnt-offerings; for Chrift, the one 
‘ offering, hath offered himfelf once for all, and by this one offering 
‘ he hath perfected for ever them that are fanctified. And Chrift 
‘ hath changed the priefthood of Aaron, that offered facrifices, which 
‘ was made after the power of a carnal commandment; but Chrift 
* was made after the power of an endlefs life, a prieft for ever, who 
* was holy, harmlefs, and feparate from finners, and is a prieft'made 
‘ higher than the heavens. ‘This is the prieft that gives power to 
* all that receive him.to become the fons and daughters of God; and 
‘ Jerufalem that is above is the mother of.all the fons and daughters 
of God, which is free; but Jerufalem that is below is in bondage 
with her. children. They that are the children of Jerufalem that 
is above do not look down at Jerufalem that is below; but they 
look at Jerufalem that is above, which is their mother. Chrift 
faid, “ Neither at outward Jerufalem, nor in the mountain of 


«« Samaria fhould God be worfhipped; but God fhould be worfhipped 


“€ in Spirit and in truth; for he is a Spirit, and fuch he feeks to 


«© worfhip him,” Johniv. This is- the worfhip that Chrift fet up 
‘« above fixteen hundred years ago; therefore the idolatrous Jews mutt. 
« never think to offer their outward offerings and facrifices, nor fet 
‘« up their outward worfhip at Jerufalem, in the holy land of Canaan 
‘more. For Chrift, by the offering up of himfelf once for all, for 
« the fins of the whole world, hath ended all the Jews offerings, and 
* changed the priefthood, and the law by which it was made, and 
« hath blotted out the hand-writing of ordinances, which commanded 
« both priefts and offerings, and triumphed over them:  Sohe is the 
‘ offering and facrifice of all the children of the New. Teftament, 


«New. Covenant, and heavenly New Jerufalem that is above. ~He is 


© their 
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L c& hei Prophet that openeth to them, their Shepherd that feeds 1687. 


“them, their Bifhop that overfees them, and Prieft that died for 


LS te re ” ee ab ig ‘ ba ie Kingfton. 
© * €their fins and is rifen for their juftification, who fantifies and pre- eo 
 «fents them to God. He is the one Mediator betwixt God and 


“tS *%man; even the Man Chrift Jefus. 


ee pr re ee 


so 2°) Kinefton, the oth of the ; 
DHE SED €OF Oth month,’ 1687.’ 


After this I went to Guildford to vifit friends there, and ftaid three Guildford. 
days with them, and had a large and very good meeting on firft- 
day. — After which I came back to Kingfton again, and tarried about Kington. 
»two weeks longer, vifiting friends and having meetings amongft 
them; both at their publick meeting-houfe and in their families. 
Many things I wrote while I was at Kingfton; amongft which the 
following ‘was one: af 


A — fo loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
a4 that whofoever believeth in him fhall not perifh (mark, not 
“< perifh) but have everlafting life,” John iii. 16. Again he faith, 
*« He that believeth on the Son of God hath (mark, hath) ever- 
«* Jafting life,’ ver. 36. So thefe believers have everlafting life 
‘ while they are upon the earth. And “ he that believeth on Chrift 
<-is not condemned; but he that believeth not is condemined already, 
and the wrath of God abideth on him. MHethat heareth Chrift’s 
word, and believeth on God that fent him, hath (mark, hath) 
evetlafting life, and fhall not come into condemnation ; but is 
pafled from death,” the death in the firft Adam, “‘ to life,” the 
‘life in Chrift the fecond Adam, John v. 24. And that meat 
« which Chrift doth give endureth unto everlafting life, as in John 
€ vi.27.. And the water that Chrift doth give fhall be in him that 
‘ drinks it ‘‘.a well of water {pringing up into everlafting life,” John * 
‘iv. 14. Chrift faid to the Jews, “ Search the fcriptures, for in 
<‘ them ye think ye have eternal life; and they are they which 
“* teftify of me: And ye will not come to me that ye might have 
‘« life,’ Johnv. 39, 40. Here ye may fee, the eternal life is to be 
‘ found in Chrift, and not in the {criptures which teftify of him, the 
‘ life. Chrift’s fheep that hear his voice, know, and follow him ; 
« he gives unto them eternal life, and they fhall not perifh, neither 
fhail any pluck them out of his hand. They fhall not pluck 
 Chrift’s fheep, to whom he hath given eternal life, out of his eter- 
~ nal hand.. Chrift faid to Martha, ‘* I am the refurrection and the 
«« life; he that believeth in me, though he were dead (mark, though 
“< he were dead) yet fhall he live (mark, live though he were dead) ; 
<< and whofoever liveth and believeth in me fhall never die. Believ- 
« eft thou this?” Martha faid, ‘“‘ Yea, Lord,” John xxy. 26. 
‘ This is the true fubftantial belief, which they that believe fhall not 
. © perith, but have everlafting life. John faith, ‘* This is the record, 
«< that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son,” 
« 1 John v.11. “ The life was manifefted, and we have feen it, 
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‘¢ the Father, and was manifefted unto us,” 1 John i. 2. So thefe 
‘ were the believers that had eternal life in the Son of God, and 
« fhewed it unto others. ‘ He that hath the Son hath life,” faith. 
¢ John, “ and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life,” 
‘ rJohnv. 12. Chrift faith, «‘ Every one that hath forfaken houfes, 
‘sor brethren, or fifters, or father, or mother, or wife, or chil- 
«¢ dren, or lands for my name fake, fhall receive an hundred fold, 
«and fhall inherit everlafting life,” Matt. xix. 29. The wicked - 


© that do not receive Chrift fhall go into everlafting punifhment, but 


« the righteous into everlafting lite, The true fervants of God have 
‘ their fruits unto holinefs, and their end is everlafting life. For 
“‘ the wages of fin is death, but the gift of God is everlafting life, 
** through Jefus Chrift.our Lord.” Such have a building of God, 
« an houfe not made with hands, eternalin the heavens. Therefore 
‘ Idefire that God’s people may endure all things, that they may 
‘ obtain this falvation which is in Chrift Jefus, with eternal glory. 
‘ For Chrift, being made perfect, became the author of eternal fal- 
‘ vation to all them that obey him. This eternal falvation is above 
‘an external falvation; for they come to receive an eternal in- 
‘ heritance, and live in the poffeffion of the everlafting gofpel of joy, 


© comfort, peace, and falvation, having everlafting life in Chirift. 


€ Jefus. 
“Gy EP,’ 
‘ Kingfton, the 6th of the 
‘,11th month, 1687.’ 


Another paper I wrote concerning the ftone {fpoken of by Daniel, 
chap. ii. which became a great mountain and filled the whole earth, 
fhewing, ‘ That thereby was fet forth the kingdom and power of 
© Chritt.’ 


‘ WHEN Chrift, the ftone that became a great mountain, and 
« ¥¥Y filled the whole earth, had broke to pieces the head of gold, 
‘ the breaft of filver, the belly of brafs, the legs of iron, and the 
‘ feet part iron part clay, which were the four monarchies, the 
‘ Babylonian and Mede, the Grecian, and the Roman, and had, 
‘ended the outward Jews typical kingdom, Daniel faith, “* In 
‘«* the days of thefe kings fhall the God of heaven fet up a kingdom 
*. which fhall-never be deftroyed,” Dan. i. 44. Chrift faith, « All 
“© power is given unto me in heaven and in earth,” Matth. xxviii. 
«18. And.‘ My kingdom is not of this world,” John xviii. 36. 
«< Chrift.is the image of the invifible God, the firft-born of every 
‘< creature; for by him were all things created that are in heaven 
‘«* and that. are in earth, vifible and inyifible, whether they be 
<* thrones,, or dominions, or principalities, -or powers; all 
<< things were. created by him and for him, and he is before al} 
“* things, and by him all things confift,” Col. xv. 16, 17. Here 
« ye-may fee all things confift by Jefus Chrift, and all things were 
« created by Chrift-and for him, whether they be things in hea- 
« yen or things in, earth, vifible: or invifible ; yea thrones, domi- 
* nions, principalities, or powers, thefe were all created by him and 
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‘ forhim. Chriftis «* King of kings and Lord of lords,” Rev. xix., 1687. 


* 16, The “ Prince of the kings of the earth,” Chap. i. 5. 
« of his mouth goes a fharp fword, with which he fhall {mite the 
»* nations, and he fhall rule them with a rod of iron; as the veflel of 
$a potter fhall they be dafhed.in pieces who do not obey him, the 
«© King of kings and Lord of lords.” This is Chrift, who faith, «I 


Sam Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the Ending, the Firft 


“* and the Laft;” fo he is over all nations, and above them all. We 
¢ muft underftand this rod of iron, by which Chrift doth rule the 
€ nations, is a figurative {peech of Chrift who is afcended into hea- 

‘ ven, and is at the right hand of God. All power in heaven and 

‘earth is given unto him, and all things were created by him and 

* for him: fo then they are Chrift’s, and he hath power over all 

‘ things; for allarehis. So, as the fcripture faith, ‘‘ By me kings 

** reign and princes decree juftice,’ Prov. viii. 15. But if they 


» © abufe his power and do not do juftice, as is decreed by Chrift, 


* the “* King of kings and Lord of lords, the Firft and the Laft,” 
« they muft feel the weight of his rod of iron,. by which he will 
« rule fuch as abufe his power. That is decreed by him, who hath 
‘ all power in heaven and earth given to him, and rules in the king- 
« doms of men. 

a 

‘ Kingfton, the 11th 

*‘ month, 1687,’ 


Several other things I wrote while I was at Kingfton ; for my 
fpirit being continually exercifed towards God, I had many precious 
openings of divine matters; and divers places of fcripture, both in the 
Old Teftament and in the New, relating to the ftate of regeneration 
and fanctification, &c. were brought to my remembrance by the 
Holy Spirit; fome of which I committed to writing, as followeth: 


< ey that touched the dead were unclean, and were to be 
cleanfed by the water of purification, Numb. xix. And they 
which touch the dead doétrines or faiths, and let them in, burden 
the pure, defile and make themfelves unclean, until the {pring of 
the water of the Word do arife and wath and clean them; for all 
the dead in Adam in the fall are unclean, and they muft be wafhed 
by Chrift, in his blood and water of life, who quickeneth and 
makes alive. ; 
« Adwarf might not come near to offer upon God’s altar ; but he 
might eat of the holy bread, that he might grow, Lev. xxi. 20, 
&c. So the new-born babes may eat of the milk of the Word, that 
they may grow thereby and increafe. He that had any blemifh 
might not come near to offer upon God’s altar ; neither might any 
thing be offered upon God’s altar that had any blemifh, or was 
unclean, Lev. xxi. And it is faid, ‘‘ The ungodly fhall not ftand 
“© in the judgment, nor finners in the congregation of the righte- 
‘© ous,” Pfa. i. 5. But God ftandeth in the congregation of the 
* mighty,’ Pfa]. Ixxxii. 1. 
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‘ The camp of God was to be kept clean and holy. That which 
‘ was unclean, or defiled, was to be kept out of God’s camp in the 
« Old Teftament. . And in the New Teftament, all that is defiled 
‘ and unclean mutt be kept out of God’s kingdom, the new and 
‘ heavenly Jerufalem that is from above. All was to pafs through 
‘ the fire (even of thofe things that would bear the fire) and to be 
‘ purified by fire and water, before the people might come into God’s 
‘camp, Numb. xxxi. So all muft be circumcifed, and baptized 
« with the Holy Ghoft and fire, cleanfed with the blood of Chritt, 
‘ and wafhed with the water of. the Word, before they come into 
« the kingdom of God, into heavenly Jerufalem. 

‘ The apoftle Paul faith, «« We know that if our earthly houfe of 
«© this tabernacle were diffolved, we have a building of God, a 
<< houfe not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this 
“* we groan, earneftly defiring to be cloathed upon with our houfe 
‘«¢ which is from heaven, that mortality might be fwallowed up of 
<¢ life,” 2 Cor. v. 1,2,4. Here is “ [WE in the earthly houfe of 


«© this tabernacle] ;” which [WE] are they that have received 


« Chrift, are become the fons of God, new creatures, and children 


* of the light, that believe in Chrift’s light ; who have an eternal 


« houfe in the heavens, where mortality is {wallowed up of life, in 
« which houfe from heaven they will not groan. 

* Peter faid, “‘ I think it meet, as long as I am in this taber- 
«« nacle, to ftir you up by putting you in remembrance, knowing 
«< that thortly I muft put off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord 
‘© Jefus Chrift hath fhewed me,” 2 Pet. i. 13, 14. Peter knew he 
* mutt put off this tabernacle fhortly ; but as long as he was in it, he 


- € did ftir up the faints to their duty in holinefs, - that they might re- ’ 


* member it after he was deceafed. | 

« Paul faith, “« The firft man is of the earth, earthly” (mark, 
« earthly) 1 Cor.xv.47. ‘* And as we have borne the image of the 
“« earthly, we fhall alfo bear the image of the heavenly,” (mark, the 
‘ heavenly) ver. 49. And ‘* we have this treafure in earthen vef- 
sertels, * Occ. 2 Cor. iv. 7. 6 And Eh live aid hess" anek aaoe mae 
<< but Chrift liveth in me,” Gal. ii. 20. who is the life of all God’s 
‘ people. 

‘ Chrift faid to the Jews, ‘“* That the dead are raifed, even Mofes 
«© fhewed at the bufh, when he calleth the Lord, the God of Abra- 
<« ham, and the God of Ifaac, and the God of Jacob ; for he is not 
«< the God of the dead, but of the living, for all live unto him,” Luke 
«xx. 37, 38. So “ none of us liveth to himfelf, and no man dieth 
*< to himfelf; for whether we live, we live unto the Lord, and whe- 
<¢ ther we die, we die unto the Lord. Whether we live therefore or 
«< die we are the Lord’s. For to this end Chrift both died and rofe, 
‘« that he might be Lord both’of the dead and living,” Rom. xiv. 
« 7, 8,9. For all died in Adam ; and Chrift by the grace of God 
« tafted death for every man, that they might come out of the death 
* in Adam to the eternal life in Jefus Chriit: who isalfo a quicken- 
‘ ing fpirit; for as in Adam all died, even fo in Chrift hall all be 
« made alive. So Chrift that died and rofe again, is Lord both of the 
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- 8 living and of the dead ; for the living live to the Lord, and dié in 


« him, andare bleffed. | 

« All Chriftendom fay, that they believe in God and in Chrift, and 
« that they believe Mofes and the prophets, and preach Chritt, 
« Mofes, and the prophets ; fo their words and writings are preached 
« and printed, and ye fay ye believe them. But what life do ye 
‘live? Are ye through the law dead to the law, that ye may live 
* unto God? Are ye crucified with Chrift? Doth Chrift hive in 
« you? Is the life that ye now live in the flefh by the faith of the 
« Son of God, and ye do not live, but Chrift liveth in you, who 
« gave himfelf for you? Is this your prefent life? for “ the jutt 


-« live by the faith” which Chrift is the Author and Finither of ; 


“ by which holy, divine, precious faith they have victory over that 
« which is vile, unholy, and not divine; and in this faith they pleafe 
“« God, and have accefs to God and his Son, who fulfilleth the law 
« and the prophets. For the law and the prophets were until John, 
« and fince that the kingdom of God hath been preached, and men 
« prefs into it ; and the leaft in the kingdom of God is greater than 
‘ John, though he was the greateft prophet born of a woman. Sce 


~« whether ye are in the kingdom that ftands in peace and righteouf- 


« nefs and joy in the Holy Ghoft, or not. - Chrift, the image of the 
* invifible God, the firft-born of every creature, was before any 
‘ creature ; for by him were all things created that are in heaven and 
« in the earth, vifible or invifible, whether they be thrones, or do- 
‘ minions, or principalities, or powers, ‘ all things were created 
«* by him and for him, and he was before all things, and by him all 
“ things confift; and he is the head of the body, the church, and 
«© is the beginning, the firft-born from the dead.” Here ye may fee 
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‘ that all things were made by Chrift Jefus, and all things were 


“« created for Chrift Jefus, and by him all things confift and have their 
‘ being, who is the firt-born from the dead, and dieth no more. 


aes |: pleafed the Father that in him all fulnefs fhould dwell, and by 


« Chrift to reconcile all things unto himfelf, whether they be things . 
« jn heaven or things in the earth. “ In him are hid all the trea- ° 


«« fures of wifdom and knowledge,” who is the head of all prin- 
‘ cipality and power ; for “ all power in heaven and earth is given to 
«« him,” the firft-born of every creature, and the firft-born from the 
« dead, who liveth for evermore in his power over all, the Lamb 
* flain from the foundation of the world. While the world’s fpirit 


© rules in men’s hearts, they do not know Chrift, nor the beginning 


« nor ending of the work of God. Chrift was outwardly crucified 
< and flain without the gates of Jerufalem by the difobedient Jews ; 
* and they that hate the light of Chrift, difobey his gofpel, quench 


»€ his Spirit, and are erred from his faith, “‘ crucify to themfelves 


«¢ Chrift afrefh.” So Adam and Eve, and their children that dif- 


‘ obeyed God, did flay the Lamb ; the blind Jews, that difobeyed 


« God, crucified Chrift Jefus; and the outward Chriftians, that live 
* and walk not in Chrift, but in fin and’evil, though they make an 


. £ outward profeffion of Chrift, yet crucify to themfelves Chrift afrefh. 
_ ‘* As to Chrift himfelf, he is « afcended far above all principalities, 


<< thrones, 
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‘< thrones, powers, and dominions ;” fo that they cannot put him to 
« death, or crucify him any more, as to himfelf: but what the kil- 


« lers, crucifiers, and perfecutors do now upon the earth, is againft 
© Chrift in themfelves, and in his members; as Chrift faid to Saul, 


ee Why perfecuteft thou me ?” Acts ix. 4. . For what is done to his 


\* members, Chrift takes as done to himfelf, Matth. xxv. 40. and 
'¢ 4c. And they that did not vifit Chrift, but perfecuted him in his 
‘members, perfecuted Chrift in themfelves firft. al 

‘ The ferpent, that enemy to man and woman, the deftroyer, the 
god of the world, and prince of the air, that ruleth in the hearts 
of the difobedient, got in by difobedience. But Chrift bruifes 
his head, breaketh his power to pieces, and deftroys the devil 
and his works; and through death deftroys death, andthe devil, 
the power of death. So Chrift, the light and life, hath all power 
in heaven and earth; and openeth the prifon-coors, and the eyes 
of the blind, and takes captive him that hath led into captivity, 
and gives giftsuntomen. So Chrift bindeth the {trong man of fin, 
and fpoils his goods, and cafts him out; Hallelujah! For the 
ftrong man of fin is the god of the world, and his houfe is that 
whole world that lieth in wickednefs. And this God of the world 
hath kept his houfe, and his goods have been in peace; until a 
ftronger than he come, and binds, and cafts him out; and then 
deftroys him and his goods. .So Chrift, the Son of God, who is 
{tronger than the devil, having deftroyed the devil and his works, . 
fetteth up his own houfe. All believers in the light are the chil- 
dren of light, are of the Son of God’s fpiritual houfe, and the Son 
of God is over his houfe for evermore: glory to God in the higheft, 
through Jefus Chrift, Amen! 
‘ God fpake by the mouth of his holy prophets concerning Chrift 
« Jefus, his Son, the holy One: fo they were holy men, and not 
* unholy, that God fpake by. All that name the name of the Lord 
‘ Jefus Chrift, are to depart from iniquity. 


. x 


°GlLF? 
‘ Kingfton upon Thames, the . ay 
‘11th month, 1687.’ 


T returned to London towards the latter end of the eleventh month 
1687, vifiting friends in the way at Chifwick and Hammerfmith, 
‘where I had two meetings, one upon a feaft-day, and the other on 
occafion of a marriage; at which were many people of other deno- 
minations, amongft whom I had a very feafonable opportunity of 
opening the way of truth. 

Being come to London, I vifited meetings in and about the city, 
‘as the Lord led me! in whofe fervice I continued labouring till-the 
middle of the firft month 1687-8. At-which time I went to- 
wards Enfield, and vifited friends there and thereabouts, and at Bar- 
net, Waltham-Abbey, and other places; where I had many meet- 
ings, and very good fervice, in which I {pent feveral weeks. I then , 
‘returned to London, where I continued labouring in the work of the 


Yearly-meet- i =meceti i i 
a: y gofpel till after the yearly-meeting, which this year was about the 


beginning of the fourth month. A precious meeting it was. A very 
¢ 3 iusto '  refrefhing 


GEORG ORs ~OURN AL, 633 


refrefhing feafon friends had together; the Lord vouchfafing to ho- _ 1687. 
nour our affemblies with his living glorious prefence in a very plen- ;, 4,” 
tiful manner. At the conclufion of the meeting I felt a concern Yearly-meet- 


upon my fpirit to give forth the following paper, to be difperfed is: 


amongtt friends. 


‘ Al L you believers in the light, that are become children of the 
‘ light, walk as children of the light, and of the day of Chrift, 
* asacity fet ona hill, that cannot be hid. Let your light fo fhine, 
‘ that people may fee your good works, and glorify your Father, 
‘ which is in heaven. For a good tree bringeth forth good fruit; 
« therefore be ye trees of righteoufnefs, the planting of the Lord, 
* having fruits unto holinefs; and then your end will be everlafting 
‘ life. Such are the wells and cifterns that hold the living water, 
« which fprings up in them to eternal life. Ye may all drink water 
¢ out of your own cifterns, running water out of your own wells ; 
_* and eat every one of his own fig-tree, and of his own vine; having 
« falt every one in yourfelves,” to feafon every one’s facrifice, accept- 

‘ able to God by Jefus Chrift; like wife virgins, that have oil in 
‘ their lamps, follow the Lamb, and enter in with the bridegroom. 
* Now is the time to labour, while it is day (yea, the day of Chrift) 
« to ftir up every one’s pure mind, the gift of God that is in them ; 
‘ and to improve your talents, that Chrift hath afforded you, that ye 
« may profit; and to walk every one according to the meafure that 
« Chrift hath given you; for *‘ the manifeftation of the Spirit of 
‘«* God is given to every one to profit withal.” Confider what you 
‘« have profited in fpiritual and heavenly things, with the heavenly 
« Spirit of God. Be not like the wicked and flothful, that hid his 
« talent; from whom it was taken, and he caft into utter darknefs. 
« A dwarf, or one that had any blemifh, was not to come nigh to 
‘ offer upon God’s altar; therefore mind the word of wifdom, to 
¢ keep you out of that which will corrupt and blemifh you; and that 
*« ye may grow in grace, in faith, and in the knowledge of our Lord 
« Jefus Chrift: and feeding upon the milk of the word, may grow 
« byit, that ye may not be dwarfs; and {fo offer your {piritual facri- 
* fice upon God’s holy altar. For the field or vineyard of the floth- 
« ful grows over with thorns and nettles, and his walls go down. 
« Such are they that are not diligent in the Spirit of God, and the 
« power, which is the wall, a fure fence. The Spirit of God will 
« weed outall thorns, thiftles, and nettles out of the vineyard of the 
«heart. And you that are keepers of others vineyards, fee that 
* you keep your own vineyards clean with the Spirit and power of 
« Chrift. Sandtify yourfelves, and fanétify the Lord in your hearts, 
‘ that ye may bea holy people to the Lord, who faith; « Be ye 
** holy, for I am holy:” that ye may be the holy members of the 
church of Chrift, that is clothed with the fun, and hath the moon 
under her feet; the changeable world, with all her changeable 
worfhips, religions, churches, and teachers. Be ye new and 
heavenly Jeruialem’s children ; for new and heavenly Jerufalem, 
that is above, is the mother of all the children of light, that are 
born of the Spirit. Thefe are they that have been perfecuted, and 
ay * have 
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« have fuffered by the falfe church, myftery Babylon, the motherof — 
© harlots. 


Yearly-meet- .* And now all heavenly Jerufalem’s and Sion’s children, that are 


ing. 


Effex. 
Waltham- 
Abbey. 
“Hodfdon. 
Enfield. 
Sonthftreet, 
Ford-Green. 
Winchmore- 
hill. 


London. 


« from above, labour in the gofpel, the power of God, the feed in 
‘ which all nations, and all the families of the earth are blefied; 
‘which feed, Chrift, bruifes the ferpent’s head, deftroys the devil 
« and his works, and overcomes the whore, the falfe church, the, 
« beaft, and the falfe prophet. He takes away the curfe, and the 
« yail that is fpread over all nations, and over all the families of the 
« earth, and brings the bleffing upon all (if they will receive it) fay- 
‘ ing, ‘‘ In thy feed fhall all nations and all the families of the earth ~ 
“«* be bleffed,” This is the gofpel of God preached to Abraham, be~ 
« fore Mofes wrote his five books; and was preached in the apoftles 
* days, and is now preached again; which brings life and immor-. 
‘ tality to light; and is the gofpel of peace, life, and falvation to 
‘ every one that believes it. So all nations, all the families of the 
« earth muft be in Chrift, the feed, if they be bleffed, and be par- 
« takers of the bleffing in the feed. This gofpel was revealed by 
* Chrift to his apoftles, who preached it; which is not of man, nor 
‘ from man. .Now, God and Chrift hath revealed the fame gofpel 
‘ unto me, and many others in this age (I fay the gofpel, and the 
‘ feed, in which all nations and families of the earth are bleffed ;) in 
‘ which gofpel I have laboured, and do labour, that all may come 
‘ into this blefféd feed, Chrift, who bruifes the head of the ferpent, 
‘ that in it they might have peace with God. This everlafting gof- 
* pel is preached again to them that dwell upon the earth; and they 
« that believe it, and receive it, receive the bleffing, the peace, joy, 
« and comfort of it, the ftability in it, and the life and immortality 
‘ which it brings to light inthem and to them. Such can praife the 
* everlafting God in his everlafting gofpel. 

_¢ And friends, all feek the peace and good of all in Chrift: for 
‘ truth makes no Cains, Corahs, Balaams, nor Judafles; for they 
‘ come to be fuch, that go out of the peaceable truth. Therefore 
‘ walk in the peaceable truth, and {peak the truth in the love of it, 
* as itis in Jelus. . \ 

G. FV’ 


Some time after the yearly-meeting I went tomy fon Mead’s in 
Effex, and abode fome weeks; often vifiting friends meetings near, 
and fometimes at Barking. After I had been a while there, I went 
to yifit friends at Waltham-Abbey, Hodfdon, Enfield, South-ftreet, 
Ford-Green, and Winchmore-hill; where I had feveral very fer- 
viceable meetings ;. the Lord opening many deep and weighty things 
through me, for the informing the underftandings of inquirers, and 
building up thofe that were gathered into the truth, and eftablith- 
ing them therein. _ 

In the feventh month I returned to London, having been near 
three months in the country for my health’s fake, which was very 
much impaired; fo that I was hardly able to ftay in a meeting the 
whole time, and often after a meeting was fain to lie down upon a 
bed. Yet did not my weaknefs of body take me off from the fervice 
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_ of the Lord; but I continued to labour in and out of meetings inthe , 1688. . 
_ work of the Lord, as he gave me opportunity and ability. 

I had not been long in London, before a great weight came upon 
me, and a fight the Lord gave me of the great buftles and troubles, 
revolution and change, which foon after came to pafs. In the fenfe 
whereof, and in the movings of the Spirit of the Lord, I wrote, «« A 
*« general epiftle to friends, to forewarn them of the approaching 
*« ttorm; that they might all retire to the Lord, in whom fafety is,” 
as followeth: 


London. 


M* dear friends and brethren every where, who have received 
the Lord Jefus Chrift, to whom he has given power to be- 
come his fons and daughters; in him ye have life and peace, and 
in his everlafting kingdom, that is an eftablifhed kingdom, and 
cannot be fhaken, but is over all the world, and ftands in. his 
power, and in righteoufnefs and joy in the Holy Ghoft, into which 
no unrighteoufnefs, nor the foul unclean fpirit of the devil in his 
« inftruments can enter. Dear friends and brethren, every one in 
‘ the faith of Jefus, ftand in his power, who has all power in hea- 
‘ ven and earth given to him, and will “ rule the nations with his 
<* rod of iron, and dafh them to pieces like a potter’s veffel,” that are 
< not fubjec and obedient tohis power: whofe voice will fhake the 
‘« heavens, and the earth, that that which may be fhaken may be re- 
« moved, and that which cannot be fhaken mayappear. Stand in him; 
* and all things fhall work together for good to them that love him. 
« And now, dear friends and brethren, though thefe waves, ftorms, 
« and tempefts be in the world, yet you may all appear the harmlefs 
« and innocent lambs of Chrift, walking in his peaceable truth, and 
‘ keeping in the Word of power, wifdom, and patience; and this 
« Word will keep you in the day of trials and temptations, that will 
« come upon the whole world, to try them that dwell upon the earth, 
¢ For the Word of God was before the world, and all things were 
« made byit: it is a tried Word, which gave God’s people in all ages 
« wifdom, power, and patience. Therefore let your dwelling and 
« walking be in Chrift Jefus, who is called the Word of God; and 
‘ in his power, which is over all. Set your affections on things that 
« are above, where Chrift fits at the right hand of God (mark) on 
_.€ thofe things which are above, where Chrift fits; not thofe things 
¢ that are below, which will change and pafs away. Blefied be the 
« Lord God, who by his eternal arm and power hath gathered a © 
_ people to himfelf, and hath preferved his faithful to himfelf through 
« many troubles, trials, and temptations : his power and feed, Chritt, 
¢ js over all, and in him ye have life and peace with God. There- 
fore in him all ftand, and fee your falvation, who is firft and laft, 
‘ andthe Amen. God Almighty preferve and keep you all in him, 
« your ark and fanétuary; for in him you are fafe over all floods, 
¢ ftorms, and tempefts: for he was before they were; and will be 
* when they are all gone. . 


London, the 17th of the 
. 8th month, 1688. 
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About this time great exercife and weights came upon me (as had 
ufually done before great revolutions and changes of government),and 
my ftrength departed from me; fo that I reeled, and was ready to 


fall as I went along the ftreets ; and at length I could not go abroad 
at all, Iwas fo weak for a pretty while; till I felt the power of the 


‘Lord to {pring over all, and ‘had received an affurance from him, that 


he would preferve his faithful people to himfelf through all... 

In the time that I kept within, I wrote a paper,. fhewing ; “‘ Mofes, 
“* asa fervant, was faithful in all his houfe, in the Old Teftament; 
<< and Chrift, as a Son, is over his houfe, in the New Teftament.” 


‘ de WA houfe of Ifrael was called God’s vineyard, ia Ifa. v.7..and 
¢ all the I{raelites were called the houfe of Ifrael. Ifrael figni- 
‘ fies, ‘* a prince with God, and a prevailer with men,” Gen, xxxii. 
« 28. When Peter preached Chrift to the houfe of Ifrael, he faid ; 
<¢ Let all the houfe of Ifrael know affuredly, that God hath made 
«© the fame Jefus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Chrift,” 
« Ads ii. 36. Sothey were all called the houfe of Ifrael. And it 


« is faid, «* Mofes was faithful in all his houfe (to wit, this houle 


‘© of Ifrael) asa fervant; for a teftimony of thofe things which were 
“© to be fpoken after: but Chrift, as a fon, over his own houfe ; 
«¢ which houfe are we, if we hold faft the confidence, and the re- 
“* joicing of the hope firm unto the end,” Hebr. iii. 5, 6. Here it, 

is manifeft, that Mofes was faithful in all his houfe, as a fervant, 
viz. in the houfe of Ifrael, in the Old Teftament: but Chrift Jefus, 
the Son of God, is over his houfe in his New Teftament and cove- 
nant; and all his true believers are of his houfe. The apoftle tells 
the Ephefians (who were a church of Chrift) they were “ fel- 
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“« Jow-citizens with the faints, and of the houfhold of God,’’- Eph. 


“it.1g. And the faints are called «« the houfhold of faith,” Gal. vi. 
‘ ro. Peter, in his general epiftle, tells the church of Chrift, they 
* were ‘© a chofen generation, a royal priefthood, a holy nation, a 
«« peculiar people, 1 Pet. 11.9. And that as lively ftones, they were 
« built up “ a fpiritual houfe, an holy priefthood, to offer up f{piri- 
<¢ tual facrifices, acceptable to God by Jefus Chrift,” ver. 5. The 
« apoftle faith to the church of Chrift at Corinth: « If our earthly 


«« houfe of this tabernacle were diflolved, we have a building of God, . 


<« an houfe not made with hands, eternal in the heavens,” 2 Cor. v.1. 
« And Chrift faid to his difciples ; «* Let not your hearts be troubled : 
«© ye believe in God, believe alfo in me. In my Father’s houfe 

are many manfions; (a manfion is a dwelling or abiding-place) 
if it were not fo, I would have told you. Igo to prepare a place 
for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, 
and receive you unto myfelf, that where I am, there ye may be 
«¢ alfo,’ John xiv. 1,2, 3. The Pfalmift faith ; «* Thofe that he 

planted in the houfe of the Lord, fhall flourith in the courts of our 
God: they fhall bring forth fruit in old age; they fhall be fat and 
<< flourifhing,” *Pfal. xcil. 13, 14. Again; ‘‘ Holinefs becomes 
«« thine houfe, O Lord, for ever,” Pfal. xcili. 5. Ifaiah alfo faid by 
« way of prophecy; < It fhall come to pafs in the laft days, that the. 
“« mountain of the Lord’s houfe fhall be eftablifhed in the top of the 
«* mountains, and fhall be exalted above the hills, and all 


nations 
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«© thall flow unto if,” Ifa. ii. 2. Is not that a.gteat houfe? Isnot 1688. 
** this mountain Chrift, who is over his houfe in the New. Tefta- 
« ment and new covenant? ‘To this mountain and houfe all the chil- 
« dren of the New Teftament or new covenant flow insthefe latter 
‘days; fo thatit is come to pafs, which was prophefied of by Haiah. 
‘For he faid; “* Many people fhall go and. fay, Come ye, and let us 
** go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the houfe of the God of Ja- 
«* cob, and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his 
** paths : for out of Zion fhall go forth the law, and the word of the 
“«« Lord from Jerufalem. And he {hall judge among the nations, 
“and fhall rebuke many people; and they fhall beat their fwords 
« into plow-thares, and their {pears into pruning-hooks: nation 
“« fhall not lift up fword againft nation, neither fhall they leatn war 
** any more. O houfe of Jacob, come ye, and let us walk in the 
«light of the Lord,” ver. 3,4, 5. Here ye may-fee, they that come 
« to the mountain of the houfe of God, and to God’s teaching, they 
« mutt walk in the light of the Lord; yea, the houfe of Jacob. Ja= 
‘ cob fignifies a fupplanter: he fupplanted profane Efau, who is 
« hated, and Jacob is loved. Now thefe two births muft be known 
‘ within: they that walk in the light of the Lord, and come to 
« Chrift, the mountain of the houfe of the Lord, eftablithed above 
« all mountains and hills, break their fwords into. plow-fhares, and 
‘ their {pears into pruning-hooks: and in Chrift, this mountain 
« and houfe of the Lord, there are no {pears nor {words to hurt one 
‘ another withal. Chrift, the Son of God, is over his houfe and great 
¢ family, the children of the light, that believe in it, and walk in it, 
‘ the children of the day of Chrift, his holy and royal priefthood, that 
‘ offer up fpiritual facrifice to God by him. All fuch are of Chrift’s 
‘ (the fpiritual man’s) houfe; who are born of God, and led by his 
é 

€ 


London. 


Spirit: they are of the Lord of Lords, and King of Kings houfe 
and family, which he is over; and are of the houfhold of the holy, 
divine, pure, and precious faith, which Chritt is the author and 
finifher of. And they that be of the Son’s houfe, are pure, righ- 
teous, and holy, and can do nothing againft the truth, but for it, 
in their words, lives, and converfations; and fo are a chofen gene- 
ration, a holy nation, a peculiar people, that they fhould thew forth 
the praife of him who hath called them out of darknefs into his 
marvellous light. Thefe are Chrift’s lively ftones, that build up a 
fpiritual houfe, which he (Chrift, the fpiritual Man, the King of 
kings, and Lord of lords) is over. 
G..45;} 
« London, the roth 
© month 1688.’ 


~ Some time after this, my body continuing weak, I went with my Effex. 
fon Mead to his houfe in Effex; where I ftaid fome weeks. In which 
time I writ many things relating to the fervice of truth, fome were 
printed foon after; others were fpread abroad: in manufcript 3 and 
amongtt other things, a few lines to this purpofe : 
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1988. 4 Blew while men are contending for thrones here belowy Chrift 
eyed 


Goofes, 


is on his throne, and all his holy angels are about him, who is 
« the beginning and the ending, the firit and laft, over all. And that 
« the Lord will make way and room for himfelf, and for them that 
« are born of his Spirit, which are heavenly Jerufalem’s children, to 
« come home to their free mother.’ . 


A few words alfo I writ concerning the worlds teacher’s, and the 
emptinefs of their teaching. Which were thus; 


< Tye not that which is called Chriftendom live in talking of 
‘ Chrift’s, of the apoftles, and prophets words, and the letter of 
* the Scriptures? And do not their priefts minifter the letter, with 
‘ their own conceptions thereupon, for money, though the holy ~ 
* Scriptures were freely given forth from God, Chrift, the prophets, 
‘ and apoftles? Yet the apoftle faith, «* The letter killeth, but the 
‘© Spirit giveth life,” 2 Cor. iii.6. The minifters of the New Tefta- 
‘ ment are not minifters of the letter, but of the Spirit;, and. they 
‘ fow to the Spirit, and of the Spirit reap life eternal. But people’s 
© {pending time about old authors, and talking of them, and of the 
« outward letter, doth not feed their fouls. For talking of victuals 
« and cloaths doth not cloath the body, nor feed it. No more are 
« their fouls and fpirits fed and cloathed, except they have the bread 
‘« and water of life from heaven to feed them, and the righteoufnefs of 
« Chrift to cloath them. Talking of outward things and fpiritual 
« things, and not poffeffing them, may ftarve both their bodies and 
« their fouls. Therefore quench not the Spirit of God, which will 
© Jead to be diligent in all things. 


With this I writ another fhort paper, fhewing, ‘ The hurt they 
<¢ did, and the danger they run into, who turned people from the in- 
«¢ ward manifeftation of Chrift in the heart.” 


‘ ha E Jews were commanded by the law of God, ‘* not to re= 
a move the outward land-mark,” Deut. xix. 14. They that did 
* fo, or that caufed the blind to wander, were curfed in the old cove- 
‘nant, Deut. xxvii. 17. In the new covenant the apoftle faith ; 
«« Let him be accurfed that preacheth any other gofpel, than that: 
‘« which he had preached,” Gal. i. 8. The gofpel that he preached: 
«« was the power of God unto falvation, to every one that believeth,” 


_€ Rom.i. 16. And the gofpel that was preached to Abraham was, 


“ That in his ** feed all nations, and all the families of the earth 
“ fhould be bleffed.” In order to bring men to this bleffed fate, 
‘ God poureth out of his Spirit upon all flefh ; and Chrift doth en- 
‘ lighten every one that cometh into the world; and the grace of . 
‘ God, which bringeth falvation, hath appeared unto all men, and 
“ teacheth’ Chriftians, the true believers in Chrift ; and God .doth 
‘ write his law in the true.Chriftians hearts, and putteth it in their 
« minds, that they may ‘all know the Lord, from the greateft to 
“« the leaft ;”.and he giveth his word in their hearts to obey and do, 
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and the anointing within them ; fo that they need not any man to ._ 1688. 
‘teach them, but as the anointing doth teach them. Now all fuch Goofen Pome 
‘as turn people from the light, Spirit, grace, word, and anointing eo 
within, remove them from the heavenly land-mark of their eternal 
inheritance, and make them blind, and caufe the blind to wander 
from the living way to their eternal houfe in the heavens, and from 
the new and heavenly Jerufalem. So they are curfed that caufe the 
‘blind to. wander out of their way, and remove them from their 
* heavenly land-mark. 


a, a “n “ “ “ a Le 


Pit ea a 


~ Twrit alfo a paper to thew, by inftances taken out of the holy 
{criptures, that ‘‘ many of the holy men and prophets of God, and of 
“ the apoftles of Chrift, were hufbandmen and _tradefmen : by 
<¢ which people might fee how unlike to them the world’s teachers 
«¢ now are.” 


‘ ee ae Abel was a fhepherd, “ a keeper of fheep,” 
« 4% Gen. iv. 2. Noah was an hufbandman, and he was a ernit 
<¢ man, and perfect in his generation, and walked with God,” Gen. 
« ix. 20. and vi.g. Abraham, the father of the faithful, was an 
« hufbandman, and had great flocks of cattle; juft Lot was an huf- 
« bandman, and had great flocks and herds, Gen. xiii. Ifaac was an 
« hufbandman, and had great ‘“ flocks and herds of cattle, and ftore 
«© of corn,” Gen. xxvi. 12.14. And the promife was with Ifaac : 
« for the Lord faid to Abraham, “ In Ifaac fhall thy feed be called,” 
« Gen. xxi. 12. Jacob was an hufbandman, and his fons ‘ keepers 
«* of flocks of cattle,” Gen. xlvi. 32. 34. and God loved Jacob. 
« Mofes kept fheep, Exod. iti. 1. The Lord fpake to him, when he 
was keeping theep, ver. 4. and fent him to Pharaoh, to bring God’s 
people, or fheep, out of Egypt. And by the hand and power of 
the Lord, he and Aaron his brother brought them out of Egypt, a 
land of anguifh, bondage, darknefs, and perplexity. And Mofes 
kept the Lords people, or fheep, forty years in the vaca: a 
meek fhepherd of God he was, and kept his great flock of fheep ; 
though fome of them were fcabbed with the leprofy of contention 
and murmuring, and were deftroyed in the wildernefs. . 
« David (though he afterwards came to be a king) was a keeper of 
his father’s fheep in the wildernefs, 1 Sam. xvii. 15. 28. The Lord. © 
called him from the fheep-cotes to feed his fheep, the houfe of If- 
rael, and to defend them from the fpiritual wolves, bears, and« 
lions ; and he did it to purpofe, who was a man after God’s own 
heart. 
¢ Elifha was a plowman, 1 Kings xix. 19. He was called from 
_the plow, to teach God’s people, the children of Ifrael, to plow up 
the fallow-ground of their hearts, that they might bring forth feed 
and fruits to God their Creator. jee 
‘ The word of the Lord carne to Amos, when he was among the 
¢ herdfmen of Tekoa, Amos i. 1. Amaziah, the prieft of Bethel, 
¢ faid to Amos, “* Prophefy not again any more at Bethel: for it is 
«© the king’s chapel, and it is the king’s court,” chap. vii.13. Amos 
: . * anfwered, 
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« anfwered “* I was no prophet, neither was Ia prophet’s fon; butI — 


‘«< was an herdfman, and a gatherer of fycamore-fruit : and the Lord 
<¢ took meas I followed the flock. And the Lord faid unto me, Go, 
‘¢ prophefy unto my people Ifrael,” ver. 14, 15. | Here ye may fee, 
: ibe Lord made ute of a poor man, and called him from following 


© the outward flock, and from gathering of outward fruits, to gather 


« his fruits, and to follow his people or Hock, the children of Iirael. 

« Chrift called Peter, and Andrew his brother, when ‘ cafting 
‘¢ their net into the fea (for they were fifhers): and he faid unto 
<¢ them, Follow me, and I will make you fifhers of men,” Matth. 
¢ iv. 18, 19. Chrift likewife called James and John his brother, when 
‘ they were in a fhip, with Zebedee their father, ‘ mending their 
‘© nets; and they immediately left the fhip, and their father, and 
‘« followed him,” ver. 21, 22. He gave them power (a net that will 
« hold, and not want mending) and made them fithers of men, to fifh 
« them out of the great fea, the world of wickednefs. We.read, when 
‘ Peter, Thomas, Nathaniel, the fons of Zebedee, and other difciples 
‘ went a fifhing together, and that night caught nothing, in the 
‘ morning Jefus appeared, and faid, ‘« Caft the net on the right fide 
‘© of the fhip, and ye fhall find.” They did fo, and catched fo great a 
« multitude, they were not able to draw them to the fhore. When 
‘ thereupon one of the other difciples faid to Peter, ‘‘ It is the Lord;” 
‘ Peter, hearing that, ‘* girded his fither’s coat unto him,” John xxi. 
© 2, 35-45 5,6, 7. This was after Chrift was rifen. So here ye 


. € may fee, Peter had not laid afide his fifher’s coat all the while that 


« he had been preaching before Chrift’s.death. . 

« Jefus faw Matthew ‘< fitting at the receipt of cuftom, and he 
<* faid unto him, follow me. And he arofe, and followed him,” 
« Matth. ix. g. And Chrift employed Matthew to gather his 
‘ people, that were fcattered from God; another manner of treafure 
« than the outward cuftom of the Romans. Luke was a phyfician, 
‘« whom Chrift made a phyfician fpiritual; which was better than 
< outward. 

« Paul was a tent-maker; and being of the fame craft with Aquila 
« and Prifcilla, «* he abode with them at Corinth, and wrought ; (for 
“* by their occupation they were tent-makers),” Acts xviii. 3. 

ers Ata 
© Goofes, the rft 

‘ month 1688-9.’ 


. It was now atime of much talk, and people too much bufied 
their minds, and {pent their time, in hearing and telling news. To 
fhew them the vanity thereof, and to draw them from it, I writ the 
following lines : * aes | 


v8 ie the low region, in the airy life, all news is uncertain ; there is 
€ 


nothing ftable: but in the higher region, in the kingdom of 
* Chrift, all things are ftable and fure, and the news always good 
‘and certain. For Chrift, who hath all power in heaven and in 
‘ earth given unto him, ruleth in the kingdoms of men: and he, 
¢ who doth inherit the heathen, and poflefs the utmoft parts of the 
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earth with his ‘divine power andlight, rules all nations with hisrod | 1689 
of iron, and * dafhes them to pieces’ like a potter’s vefiels,vthe Coors. 
veflels of difhonour, andthe leaky veffels that will not’ hold his 

living water of life ; and he doth preferve his elect veffels of mercy 

and honour: His power is certain, and doth not change, by which 

he doth remove the mountains and hills, and fhakes the heavens 

and the earth. Leaky, difhonourable veffels, the hills and moun-. 

tains, and the old heavens and the earth, are all to be fhaken, -re- 

‘moved, and broken to pieces, though they do not fee it nor him 

that doth it; but the elect and faithful both fee it, and know him 

and his power that cannot be fhaken, and changeth not. 


a Rag 
, 


n~ wn Lal a n n n n Lal hal hal 


iy <- Gu? 
* The 5th of the 1ft month, 
hd * 1688-9.’ 


“About the middle of the firft month, 1688-9, I went to London, London. 
the parliament then fitting, and being then about the bill: of indul- 
gence. Though I was weak in body, ‘and not well able to ftir to 
and fro, yet fo great a concern was upon my Spirit on behalf of truth 
and friends, that I attended continually for many days, with others, 
at the parliament-houfe, labouring with the members, that the thing 
might be done comprehenfively and effectually. ; 

‘In this and other fervices I continued till towards the end of the 
fecond month, when being much {pent with continual labour, I got 
out of town for a little while, as far as Southgate and thereabouts. Southgate. 
While I was there IE wrote a letter to Peter Hendricks, a friend, at 
Amfterdam, in which 1] inclofed an epiftle to friends at Dantzick, in 
Poland, who at this time were under great perfecution. And I 
wrote unto them to encourage and ftrengthen them in their tefti- 
mony, and to comfort them in their fufferings for the truth. I alfo 
wrote a paper to their perfecutors, the magiftrates of Dantzick, lay- 
ing before them the evil of perfecution, perfwading them to Chrif- 
tian moderation. and ‘ to do unto others, in matters of religion, as 
« they would be done unto.’ ; 


© To Peter Hendricks at Amfterdam; ‘and to friends at Dantzick, 
‘ who are under perfecution. 


¢ Dear friend P. H. 
he VS my love to thee and thy wife, J. Claufé, and J. Roe- 
‘ loffs, and all the reft of friends every-where in Chrift Jefus, 
© who reigns over all. I am glad to hear friends are well in all thofe 
* provinces and places every-where, except Dantzick, and that you. 
« were fo diligent in fpreading my papers to the firengthening of 
* friends. I have lately printed the Life of William Caton, but have 
© not made a collection of his books. I think to fend fomeof them 
* to you, which you may tranflate and print if you will ; they may be 
« ferviceable among friends, efpecially them that knew him. 
‘ Concefning friends at Dantzick, whom the Lord hath fup- 
‘ ported with his eternal arm and power to this day, I hope by the 


“« fame arm and power he will fupport-them, and in it they will feel 
8A « his 
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« his bleffed prefence with them in all their fufferings ; who is over 
‘ the cruelty of their perfecutors, who will hardly let them breathe 
‘ outwardly or inwardly, in the commion air of their native foil. 
‘ Which fhews their immorality, inhumanity, and unchriftianity, — 
‘and that they want the counfel of a Gamaliel amongft them ; 
« whofe actions are below the law of God, to ‘* do unto others as 
“«* they would have others do unto them;” God will not blefs the 
‘ doings of fuch. However I defire that friends may mind the 


_ © Lord’s power that is overall, be valiant for his truth, and keep up- 


* on their rock and foundation Chrift Jefus, that ftands fure in the 
* time of the heat of perfecution which is fo hot upon you, that they 
« will not fuffer you to have fo much as your houfes to work and 
* fleep in, nor to meet nor ferveGod in. The Lord beholds all fuch 
« actors and their actions. Therefore look over all to him, who is 
* able to deal with them, and reward them according to their works. 
* God Almighty preferve you all in Chrift Jefus, in whom you have 
* reft, life, and peace, Amen. i 
§ Gaga 
‘ Southgate, the 28th of the 
‘ ad month, 1689.’ 


‘ To the magiftrates of Dantzick : 


‘ Chriftian Shroder, prefident of the council, Emanuel Dilger, 
« N. Gadecken, and N. Fraterus, deputy of the council, and ~ 
« the reft of the magiftrates and priefts. . 


‘ WE have feen your order, and your breathing out perfecution 
‘ againft that little flock, the lambs of Chrift, that live under 
‘ your jurifdiction in the city of Dantzick, and that you have im- 
‘ prifoned and banifhed two by the hangman out of the government 
‘ of your city; and others you threaten to do the fame to, with’ 
‘« great punifhment if they return. Likewife you threaten thofe with 
‘ punifhment they rent their houfes of, if they let them have their 
‘« houfes either to live in, or meet in to ferve and worfhip the Lord 
‘ that madethem. Truly, I am heartily forry for both your ma- 
* giftrates and priefts, that go under the name of Chriftians, and 
‘ thew fuch immoral, inhuman, unchriftian ations, below the 
« royal law of God, which is ‘ to do to others as you would have 
«© them do unto you.” For would you think it was moral, human, 
‘ or chriftian, or according to the law of God, if the king of Poland, © 
‘ who is of another religion than you, fhould banith you out of your 
‘ city by the hangman, and call you murderers of fouls ? Could you 
“« fay but this was according to the law of God, “ to do unto you as 
** you would have done unto others?” If you fay, you have the 
‘ {word, the horn, and the power; bleffed be the Lord that hath 
‘ fhortened your fword, your.power, and your horn, that it reaches 
‘ no further than your jurifdiGtion of Dantzick;.and you do not 
* know how long God may fuffer you to have your horn, your power, 
‘ and your fword. We are fure you have not the mind’ nor Spirit ~ 


© of Chrift ; and the apoftle faith, «* They that have not the Spirit 
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«© of Chrift are none of his,” Rom. viii. And Chrift bids Peter 1680. 
** put up his {word ;” they that draw the fword concerning him, togouthoate 
‘ defend him and his worfhip and faith, fhould perifh with the oe 
fword. Peter and the apoftles never drew the outward {word after, 
but faid, their weapons were fpiritual not carnal, and they did not 
wreftle with flefh and blood. Chrift never gave any fuch command, 
that they fhould banifh:any by the hangman, that were not of their 
religion, nor would not receive it. Are not you worfe than the 
Turks, who let many religions be in their country, yea Chriftians, 
and to meet peaceably ? Yea, the Turkith patroons let our friends 
that were captives meet together at Algiers, and faid, “* It was 
«< good fo to do.” You are worfe than thofe barbarous people at 
* Salee, who do not profefs Chriftianity ; for you profefs Chrift in 
‘ words, but in works deny him. Did you ever find, either in {crip- 
* ture or hiftory, that any perfecutors profpered long? You are 
‘ worfe than they are in the Mogul’s country, who they fay permits 
¢ fixty religions in his dominions ; and many others might be men- 
‘ tioned, which you are worfe than them all in your cruelty and per- 
-* fecution of God’s people only for meeting together in the name of 
‘« Jefus, and ferving and worfhipping God, their Creator. No, they 
« muft not breathe in their natural air, neither natural or {piritual, in 
‘ your dominions. I pray, where had. you thefe commands from? 
‘ Neither from Chrift nor his apoftles. Donot you profefs the ferip- 
« tures of the New Teftament to be your rule? But I pray you, 
‘ what fcripture have you for this practice ? It is good for you to be 
“ humble, to do juftice, love mercy, call home your banifhed, and 
« Jove and cherifh them; yea, though they were your enemies, you 
« are to obey the command of Chrift, and love them. I wonder how 
* you and your wives and families can fleep quietly in your beds, that 
« do fuch cruel actions, without thinking the “‘ Lord may do to you 
«* the fame!” You cannot be without fenfe and feeling, except you 
« be given over toreprobation, and your confciences feared with a hot 
‘iron. But Chriftian charity doth hope that you are not all in that 
‘ ftate; but that there may be fome relenting or confideration of your 
‘ actions among fome of you, either according to the law of God or 
‘his gofpel. 

_ © From‘him that defires your temporal and eternal good and 

‘ falvation, and not deftruction, Amen. 


Lal n “ hal Lay Lal “ hal 


‘G.F. 
¢ Middlefex, the 28th of the 
* 2d month, 1688.’ 


« Peter, Thou may’ft tranflate this into High Dutch, and fend 
‘ them; and you may print it, if you will, and fend it abroad ; 
‘ and tranflate that part of the letter that is to friends into 
‘ High Dutch, and fend to them.’ ; 


Having ftaid in the country about three.weeks, I returned to Lon- London 
don a little before the yearly meeting, which was in the third month 7"’ ™“* 
this year, and was a very folemn, weighty meeting; the Lord, as 

» formerly, vifiting his people, and honouring the aflembly with his 
= ; glorious 
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1689. glorious prefence, to the great fatisfaction and comfort of friends. 
After the bufinefs of the meeting was over, it was upon me toadd a ~ 


London 
yearly meet- 
ing. 
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few lines to the epiftle, which went from the meeting to friends, 
after this manner : 


¢ Dear friends and brethren, 


ti Wwio have known the Lord’s eternal arm and power, that hath ~ 
% Pp 


referved you upon the heavenly rock and foundation, and — 


‘hath built your houfe upon it; you have known many winds, 


« tempefts, and ftorms that have rifen out of the fea, where the beaft _ 


‘ rofe, and many raging ftorms that have rifen by apoftates of feveral 


« forts; but the feed that buifes the ferpent’s head, and is the foun- | 


* dation of God’s people, ftands fure. Dear friends and brethren, 
‘ though there be great fhakings in the world, the Lord’s power is 


~€ over all, and his kingdom cannot be fhaken. ‘Therefore, all ye 
© children of God, children of the light, and heirs of his king- 


‘dom, a joyful, peaceable habitation keep in; keeping out of all 
‘ the heats, contentions, and difputes about things below. ** Lay 
«* hand on no man, nor nothing fuddenly,” leit they fhould be 


‘ puffed up with that which fades, and fo come to lofs ; but mind — 


* the Lord’s. power that keeps open your heavenly eye, to fee things 
‘ prefent and tocome, and in that ye will fee and handle the word of 
‘ life. Dear friends every-where, have power over your own fpirits. 
« As God hath bleffed you with his outward things, have a care of 
‘ trufting in them, or falling into difference one with another about 
* thefe outward things that are below, which will pafs away. But 
« all live in the love of God, and in that live in peace with God, and 
« one with another. Follow the works of charity, and overcome 
« the evil with the good to all; for what good have all the tinklers 
« done, with their cymbals and founding brafs? They always bred 
“ confufion, and never did good in any age; tinkling with their 
* cymbals, and founding with their brafs, to draw out the fimple to 
‘ follow them, It is good for all the children of God to keep in their 
* poffeffions of life, and in the love of God that is everlafting. “As 
‘ for all the tumults of the world, and the apoftates from the truth, 
« the Lord’s power is over them all, Chrift reigns, and the Lord faith, 
«< No weapon that is formed againft thee fhall profper,” Ha. liv. 17. 
‘ Friends, you -are not unfenfible how many weapons have been 
‘formed againft us who are fons and daughters of God, and the 
‘ Lord hath reftrained them according to his promife ; they ‘* have 
‘© not profpered.” The Lord faid, “* Every tongue that fhall rife 
“«* up in judgment. againft thee, thou fhalt condemn ;” fo God hath 
given fuch a power to his children to condemn all the tongues that 
fhall rife up in judgment againft them, and this is the heritage of 
the fervants of the Lord, ‘* Their righteoufnefs is of me,” faith the 
Lord. You are not infenfible of the many tongues that have rifen 
up againft us in judgment, .yea of apoftatesand prophane ; but in 
and with the truth, the power of God, according to the promife of 
God, «* Every tongue that rifeth againft thee thou fhalt condemn.” 
It is not one tongue only thou fhalt condemn ; but every tongue 
that fhall rife up in judgment againft thee thou fhalt condemn. 

6 i. ee 
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The Lord giveth this power to his fervants and children to judge 1689. 
the evil tongues, and he doth reftrain the weapons formed againtt tos dal 
them, fo that they fhall not profper againft his children that he yearly meet- 


hath begotten. Praifes and honour be to his holy name for ever ! "8° 
Amen! 


a 8 6 oe 


Ss ae 


Soon after this the yearly meeting began at York, which, becaufe 
of the largenefs of that county, and for the conveniency of friends in 
the northern parts, had for fome years been held there. And inaf- 
much as there had been fome hurt done in that place, by fome that 
were gone out of the unity of friends, it was upon me to write a few 
lines to that meeting, to ¢ exhort them to keep in pure heavenly love, _ 
« which brings into and keeps in the true unity.’, Which was thus : 


‘ Dear friends and brethren in Chrift Jefus, 
wi OM the Lord by his eternal arm and power hath preferved 
Y to this day, all walk in the power and Spirit of God, that is 
over all, in love and unity ; for love overcomes, builds up, and 
unites all the members of Chrift to him the Head. Love keeps 
out of all ftrife, and is of God. Love, or charity, never fails, but 
keeps the mind above all outward things, and ftrife about out- 
ward things. It overcomes evil, and cafts out all falfe fears. Itis 
of God, and unites all the hearts of his people together in the 
heavenly joy, concord, and unity. The God of love preferve you 
all, and eftablifh you in Chrift Jefus, your life and falvation, in 
whom ye have all peace with God. So walk in him, that ye may 
be ordered in his peaceable, heavenly wifdom, to the glory of God, 
and the comfort one of another, Amen. 


a a A nA na a an a an n ~ a na 


‘ G.F.’ 
«London, the 27th of the 


« 3d month, 1689.’ 


Being much wearied and fpent with many large meetings, and Kiagnon. 

much bufinefs with friends during the time of the yearly meeting, 
and finding my health much impaired thereby, I went out of town 
with my daughter Roufe to their country-houfe near Kingfton, and 
tarried there moft of the remaining part of the fummer. In which 
time I fometimes vifited friends at Kingfton, and wrote divers things 
for the fervice of truth and friends. One was an epiftle to friends at 
Barbadoes ; as followeth : 


< To all friends in Barbadoes that are convinced of God’s truth. 


< Mix defires are that ye may live and walk in his peaceable truth, 
: and fhew forth that ye are children of the light and of the 
_¢ truth; for the heavenly, gentle, peaceable wifdom is juftified of 
«her children. But debate, ftrife, wilfulnefs, laying open oné an- 

« other's nakednefs and weaknefs, is not the practice of heavenly wif- 
« dom’s children (but of Ham’s) nor from the Spirit of Chrift; neither 
« fuch as bite and tear one Sil ; thatis from a devouring fpirit, | 
oe * not 
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1689. € not theSpirit of Jefus, which covers that which is uncomely, and — 
can forgive. . My friends, you profefs that truth which is beyond 
all the world’s ways, therefore fee that you excel them in the hea- 
venly gentle wifdom, that is eafy to be intreated ; for the wifdom 
of the world is not eafy to be intreated, and fometimes will not be 
intreated atall. Pray fee you excel the world in wifdom, in virtue, 
in kindnefs, in love that is over hatred, in meeknefs, humility, 
fobriety, civility, "and medefty, in temperance and patience, and 
in all morality and humanity ; which will not a@ any thing below 
men nor unmanly. Shew forth true chriftianity, and that ye are 
the converted and tranflated believers in Chrift, dwelling in the 
love of God that beareth all things, endureth all things, is not 
uffed up, and envies not. For they that are out of this love 
of God, and Chriftian charity, are nothing but as a tinkling 
cymbal and as founding brafs, and are difcontented, mur- 
murers and complainers, full of doubts, queftions, and falfe jea- 
loufies. Keep that {pirit out of the camp of God; for do not you 
read in the fcriptures, both of the New and Old Teftament, that 
the end of fuch was mifery ? Therefore, in the love of God, build 
up one another; for love edifies the body of Chrift, and he com- 
mands his believers to love enemies, and to love one another; by. 
this they are known to. be the difciples of Chrift. But to live in 
envy, ftrife, and hatred, is a mark that they are no difciples of 
Chrift.; ** for he that loveth not- his brother abides in death, and 
‘< whofoever hates his brother is a. murderer, and ye know that. no 
* murderer hath eternal life abiding in him. But they that love the 
‘¢ brethren are paffed from death to life,” 1 John iii. 14,15.  And,. 
‘© If a man fay, I love.God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar ; for 
«© he that loveth not his brother, whom he hath feen, how can he 
** love God, whom he hath not feen ? And this commandment have 
“© we from God, that he who loveth God love: his brother alfo,” 
chap. iv. 20,21. Therefore “ love one another ;” for love is of 
God, and hatred is of the devil, and every one that loveth is born of 
God, and knows God. All are children of God by creation, there- 
fore in that {tate they are to love their neighbours as themfelves, 
and * to do unto all men as they would have them do unto them.” 
Secondly, God pouring his Spirit upon all flefh (or all men and ~ 
women) all that are led by the Spirit of God are the fons of God, 
heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Chrift, and are in fellowthip in 
the everlafting gofpel, and in unity in the Spirit, the bond of 
peace. They that go out of this unity, out of the bond of peace, 
and do not keep it, break the King of kings peace; but they that 
keep in the unity and fellowfhip in the Spirit, and walk in the 
light, have fellowfhip one with another, and with the Father and 
theSon. It is not every one that talks. of the light of the world, . 
of righteoufnefs, of Chrift; and of God, but he that “ doth the 
will of God.” Therefore, my friends, ftrive to excel one another 
inlove, in virtue, in good life and converfation; and ftrive all to 
‘ be of one mind, heart, and judgment in the Spirit of God; for in . 
« Chrift all are one, and are’ in- peace with him, The Lord God . 
‘ Almighty preferve you in him, your rock and foundation, that is . 
Rots ‘ heavenly 


Kingfton. 
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* heavenly and ftands fure ; that ye may be valiant for the truth upon 1689. 


© earth, for the Lord and his glorious name ; that ye may all ferve hr i 
« him in your generation, and in his new creation in Chritt Jefus, ‘ap 
«Amen. 


‘ 
€ 
© 
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¢ And now that you are come into fo much favour with the ma- 
giftrates and powers, that they let you ferve the office of a con- 
ftable, &c. without {wearing or taking any oaths, hereby Chrift’s 
doctrine and command, and his avoftle’s is fetup. I therefore de- 
fire that you may double your diligence in your offices, in doing 
thet which is juft, true, and righteous ; fo that ye may excel and 
exceed all that are tied or bound by oaths to perform their offices ; 
and you can do it upon your Yea and Nay ; fo fay and fo do, ac- 
cording to Chrift’s doctrine and command. For Adam and Eve, 
by difobeying the command of God, fell under condemnation ; 
and they that difobey the command of Chrift, in taking oaths and 
{wearing, go into evil, and fall into condemnation, Mat.v. and 
James v. My lovein the Lord is to you all. . 
‘G. FY 
« Kingfton upon Thames, the roth 
< of the 5th month, 1688, 


I ftaid at Kingfton till the beginning of the feventh month, where’ 


not only friends came to vifit me, but fome confiderable people of 
the world, with whom I difcourfed about the things of God. Then’ 
leaving Kingfton, I went to London by water, vifiting friends as I 
went, and taking Hammerfmith-meeting in my way. Having: re- Hammer: 


covered fome ftrength by being in the country, when I was come to’ 


mith. 


London I went from: meeting to meeting, labouring diligently in the London, 
work of the Lord, and opening the divine myfteries of the heavenly 
things, as Godin his Spirit opened them to me. . But I found my 
body would not long bear the city; wherefore, when I had travelled 
amongft friends there about_a month, I went to Tottenham-High- Tottenham- 
Crofs, and from thence to Edward Man’s country-houfe near Winch- High-Crofs. 


Winchmore- 


_ more-hill, and to Enfield ; {pending three weeks amongft friends ;; 
thereabouts, and had meetings at ‘all thofe places. 


ll 


Then, being’ a Enfield. 


little reftefhed in the country, I returned to London; where I tarried, 


labouring in the work of the miniftry, till the middle. of the ninth’ 


month; at which time I went with my fon Mead to his houfe in * 


Effex, and abode there all the winter. During which time I ftirred 
not much abroad, unlefs fometimes to the meeting to which that fa- 


mily belonged, which was about half a mile from thence; but I had - 
meetings often in the houfe with the family and thofe friends that © 


came thither. Many things alfo I wrote while I was there, fome 
of which follow. One was an epiftle to the quarterly and yearly 
meetings of friends in Pennfylvania, New-England, Virginia, Mary- 
land, the -Jerfeys, Carolina; and other plantations in America. 


Which was thus : 


« My 
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Goofes, 
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. My dear friends and brethren in the Lord Jefus Chrift,: 
Ww Ho: by believing in his light, are become children of his 
light and of his day ; my defires are, that you miay all walk 
in the light and in the day, and keep the feait of Chrift, our 
paffover, who is facrificed for us, not with old leaven, neither with 
the leaven of malice and wickednefs ; but let all that be purged 
out, that ye may be a new lump, keeping the feaft of Chrift, our 
paffover, with the unleavened bread of fincerity and truth. Let 
no leavened bread be found in your houfes, nor in your meetings, 
nor in the camp of God, or houfhold of faith, which are the 
houfhold of Chrift; but: all that four, old leaven, which makes 


people’s hearts four, and burn one againft another, muft be purged 


out of the camp of God, and kept out. For the feaft of Chrift, our 
paffover, muft be kept in the New Covenant with his heavenly un- 
leavened bread of life. The Jews feaft in the Old Teftament was 
kept with outward unleavened bread ; and now in the New Tefta- 
ment, in the gofpel-day, our feaft is to be kept with the heavenly 
unleavened bread of fincerity and truth. Therefore, friends, I de- 
fire you ferioufly to confider, and to keep this feaft which the 
apoftle directed the church of Chrift to keep. Do not you fee 
Chriftendom, fo called, keep their feafts with the leavened bread of 
malice and wickednefs ? which makes them fo four, and their 
hearts fo to burn one againft another, that they have deftroyed, and 
do deftroy one another about religion. Therefore all live in the 
love of God, which keeps above the love of the world; fo that 
none of your hearts may be choaked or furfeited with thefe out- 
ward things, or with the cares of the world which will pafs away ; 
but mind ye the world and the life that is without end, that ye 
may be heirs of it. And, friends, you fhould ftrive to excel ail, 


both profeffor and prophane, in morality, humanity, and Chrif- 


tianity, modefty, fobriety, and moderation, and in a’ good, godly, 
righteous life and converfation; fhewing forth the fruits of the 
Spirit of God, and that. you are the children of the living God, 
children of light and of day, and not of the night. And ferve 
God in newnefs of life ; for it is the life, and a living and walking 
in the truth, that muft anfwer the witnefs of God in all people, 


‘¢ that they, feeing our good works, may glorify our Father which 
‘« is in heaven.” Therefore be valiant for God’s holy pure truth, 
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and fpread it abroad among both profeffors and profane, and the 
Indians. And you fhould write over once a year, from all your 
yearly meetings, to the yearly meeting here, concerning your dili- 
gence in the truth, and of its fpreading, and of people’s receiving 
it, both profeffors and prophane, and the Indians ; and concerning 
the peace of the church of Chrift amongft yourfelves, For, bleffed 
be the Lord, truth doth get ground in thefe parts, many are made 
very loving to friends, and the Lord’s power and feed is over all : 
in which God Almighty keep all his people to his glory, Amen. | 
teehee 
© Goofes, the 28th of the 11th 


‘ month, 1689.’ ; 
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re | While I was in the city I hada concern upon my {pirit with refpect 1689. 
to a twofold danger that attended fome who profefled truth ; one was 
of young people’s running into the fafhions of the world, and the 


other was of old people’s going into the earth. And that concern 
coming now again weightily upon me, I was moved to give forth the 
following as a reproof to fuch, and an exhortation and warning to all 
friends to beware of and keep out of thofe {nares. 
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; ‘ To all that profefs the truth of God. | 


MY defires are that you walk humbly in At; for whea the Lord 

+ firft called me forth, he let me fee that young people grew up 
together in vanity and the fafhions of the world, and old people 
went downwards into the earth, raking it together; and to both 
thefe I was to be aftranger. And. now, friends, I do fee too many® 
young people that profefs the truth grow up into the fafhions of the 
world, and too many parents indulge them; and amonett the elder 
fome are decliningdownwards and raking after the earth. There- 
fore, take heed that you are not making your graves while you are 
alive outwardly, and loading yourfelves with thick clay, Hab. ii. 6. 
For if you have not power over the earthly Spirit, and that which 
leadeth into a vain mind, -and the fafhions of world, and into the 
earth; though you have often had the rain fall upon your fields, 
you will but bring forth thiftles, briars, and thorns, which are for 
the fire. Such will become brittle, peevifh, fretful {pirits, that 
will not abide the heavenly doctrine, the admonitions, exhortations, 
and reproofs of the Holy Ghoft, or heavenly Spirit of God; which 
would bring you to be conformable to the death of Chrift, and to 
his image, that ye might have fellowfhip with him in his refur- 
rection. ‘Therefore it is good for all to bow to the name of Jefus, 
their Saviour, that all may confefs him to the glory of God the 
Father. For I have hada concern upon me, in a fenfe of the 
danger of young people’s going into the fafhions of* the world, and 
old people’s going into the earth, and many going into a loofe and 
falfe liberty, till at laft they go quite out into the {pirit of the 
world as fome have done. The houfe of fuch hath been built up- 
on the fand on the fea-fhore, not upon Chrift the Rock; that are fo 
foon in the world again, under a pretence of liberty of conf{cience. 
But it is not a pure con{cience, nor in the Spirit of God,’nor in 
Chrift Jefus ; for in the liberty in the Spirit there is the unity, 
which is the-bond of peace; and all are one in Chrift Jefus, in 
whom is the true liberty : and this is not of the world, for he is 


not of the world. Therefore all are to ftand faft in him, as they 
-have received him ; for in him there is peace, who is the Prince of 


Peace, but in the world there is trouble. For the fpirit of the 
world is a troublefome fpirit, but the Spirit of Chrift is a peace- 
able Spirit: in which God Almighty. preferve all the faithful, 
Amen. 
; ‘GG. FY 
‘ Goofes, the rift of the 2d 
‘ month, 1690.’ 
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Another I wrote while I was here alnegnina the Enfign bahieh™ 
Ifaiah prophefied the Lord fhould fet up ‘for the Gentiles, which. - 2 
thewed was Chrift. Of which follows a copy : . a 


0 Doct Lord faith, “¢ They fhall not es nor 7 deSieoh 4 in all my 
‘holy mountain ; for the earth -fhall be full of the knowledge a 
<¢ of the Lord, as the waters cover the fea,” Ifa. xi. og. “ Andinthat 
«* day there fhall be a root of Jéfle, which thall ftand for an enfign -, ° 
© of the people ; ; to it fhall the Gentiles feck, and his reft thallbe — 
«* glorious,” ver. 10.‘ And he fhall reign over the Gentiles, and ° : 
«© in him {hall the Gentiles tguft,” Rom. xv. 12. This Enfign is: 
¢ Chrift,, who was prophefied of bythe prophet ; which’ prophecy 
¢ the apoftle, who was a minifter to the Gentiles, theweth was ful- ~ 
« filled in.the New Teftament. In this day of Chrift, Haiah faith, — 
«The Lord fhall fet his hand again the fecond time to recover the.“ » | 
«© remnant of his people, which fhall be left,.from Affyria and from 


a 


_ & Egypt, &c. And he fhall fet up an Enfign for the nations, and. ~ 


‘« fhall affemble’ the outcafts of Ifrael, and gather together the dif” 
< perfed of Judah from the four corners. of the earth,” ver. 11, 
‘72. Thisis intheday of Chrift, and his gofpel of life’and falva-_ 
‘ tion, which is preached to every creature under heaven, who 
© enlighteneth every man that cometh into the world,” both Jews 
« and Gentiles, that by his heavenly divine light they may fee Chrift, 

‘ their Enfign and Captain of their falvation ; ; fo Chrift is one Enfign 
‘/both to the Jews and Gentiles. Ifaiah faith, ‘* The Redeemer 
«* fhall come to Sion,” &c. Ifa. lix. 20. And, «* This i$ my co- 
«* venant with them, faith the Lord, my Spirit that is upon thee 
“* (to wit, Chrift) and my words, which I have put in thy mouth, 
«¢ fhall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the month of thy 


—« feed, nor out of the mcuth of thy feed’s feed, faith the Lord, 
-*© from henceforth and for ever,” ver. 21. “ aiid fhine, for thy 


“< light is come, and the glory of the Lord is rifen upon thee,” chap. 
<lxi, 1. ‘ And the Gentiles fhall come to thy light,” ver. 3. 
«* And the abundance of the fea fhall be converted-unto thee,” ver. 5. 

« (the fea is the world). ‘‘ The Lord fhall be thy everlafting light,” 


~€ ver.20. And,.‘* Thou fhalt call thy walls, falvation, and thy 


“¢ gates, pralfe,” ver. 18.. And the Lord faith, ‘* I will’make the © 
«« place of my feet glorious,” ver. 13. Heaven is his throne, - 
«and earth is his,footftool,” chap, Ixvi. 1.‘ And he that puts his 
«* truft in me, faith the Lord, thall poffefs the land, and {hall inherit 
«© my holy mountain,” chap. lvii. 13. Which mountain is efta- * 
‘ blifhed above all the mountains and hills, Ifa. ii. 2. The Lord 
‘ faith. (fpeaking of Chrift) << I have put my Spirit upon him, he 
«¢ fhall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles,” Ifa. xlii. 1. ‘ I will 
« give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles ; 
“* to open the blind eyes, to bring out the prifon s from the prifon, 


houfe. I am the 
< Lord, that is my name, and my glory will I not give to another, © 
¢ bvaiter my praife to graven images,” ver. 6, 7,8. So Chrift the 
« Light is come, and the glory of the Lord is rifen, 


‘and the Gentiles 
* are come to the ie of pene This oe of Hfaiah con-> 


* cerning 


j 
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Date cerning Chrift, many of the Gentiles witnefs fulfilled, that “ falva- 


tion is come to the Genftiles,” Rom. xi.‘11.. God. gave his blory Gaciae 
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- © tohis fon ; and Chrift. faith, “* The glory which thou giveft me, 
__ © Thave given them (namely his believers and followers) that they 


> 


- € God hath given for an 


_«. may be one,even as we are one,” John xvii. 22... Here: you’may * 


« fee the promifes and abe ea are fulfilled in Chrift Jefus, whom 
nfigh both to the Jews and Gentiles, and 


» ..* the ‘Captain of their Salvation; and he doth enlighten every one 


« that cometh into the world: that with his heavenly’ divine 


light they. might fee ‘Chrift, the Lord from heaven, ‘their 
+ € Captain cand Enfien, and truft in him, their Conqueror ; who 


o's 


ea 


¢ 


‘ bruifes the ferpent’s head, and deftroys the devil and his works; 


> © and Chrift and his followers overcome the dragon, beaft, and falfe 


“ 


* prophet. ‘Therefore all Jews, Gentiles, and Chriftians, ‘that come 


~ * to believe in Chrift, are to‘ftand to their Enfign, Chrift, who is alf6" 


« the Captain of their Salvation, above all enfigns and captains be- 


. © low, for he is.from above ; therefore all are to truft.in him, for he * 


* is certain and able'to fave to the utmoft. * He is the fame*Enfign 
« and Captain ‘to-day as he was yefterday, and fo for ever, the Firft 
« and Lait, the Beginning and Ending, the Lord of lords, and King 
‘ of all kings upon the earth; and there is nothing certain to be 
€ trufted in below Chrift Jefus, who is from above. You fee in the 
¢ fcriptures, there were many ways and religions among the heathen, 
« as there were many fects among the, Jews when Chrift came; and 
‘ now there are many fects or religions among the Chriftians, who — 
‘ believe’from the {criptures ‘ that he is come,” as the Jews, believed 
*« he was tocome.” But they that clofe their eyes, and ftop their 
‘ ears to the light of Chrift, are not like to fee Chrift who hath en- 
« lightened them, to be their Enfign and the Captain of their Salva- 
< tion, that fee not with the heavenly eye, nor hear with the hea- 
« venly ear, to fee and hear their heavenly Enfign*and Captain of 
¢ their Salvation, to convert and heal them; that they might follow 
« him, and be of his holy camp, his heavenly foldiers, to whom he 


_ © gives fpiritual arms and armour, the helmet of falvation, the breaft- 


« plate of righteoufnefs, the armour of light, and the fhield of faith, 
« (which will quench all the fiery darts of Satan and give victory) 
« and the fword of the Spirit, the word of God, which {hall cut, 
« hammer down, and burn up all the ftrong-holds of Satan. Alfo 


¢ he cloatheth his foldiers with fine linen, white and clean, his 


« righteoufnefs, and f{hoeth them with the everlafting gofpel of peace, 


* * the power of God ; which cloaths and fhoes will never wax old. 


« Andall that are fhod with the everlafting gofpel, the power of God, 
‘ will never wax old: but will ftand all ftorms and tempefts*in the 
‘world. ‘They that are thod with the gofpel, the power of God, 
‘ can in it tread upon ferpents, vipers, and {corpions, and ‘all the 
« venomous beafts upon the earth, and all the thorns, briars, bram- _ 
© bles, thiftles, Ia cocks and mountains, and never be hurt, nor 
« never wear out their fhoes;. for their feet were always beautiful 
* upon the mountains. Mofes, a captain, the fervant of the Lord, 
« {aid unto the people of Ifrael, «* I have led you forty years in the 
«* wildernefs ; your cloaths are not waxen old upon you, and ae 
e ’ ee oe 


652 GEORGE FOX's JOURNAL. 
1690. _¢¢ {hoe is not waxen old upon thy foot,” Deut. xxix. 5. Here ye 
‘ may fee, the Jews in the Old Teftament, their cloaths and their 
fhoes did not wax old : but they, who are Chrift’s followers, whom 
he fhoeth with his everlafting gofpel of peace, and cloatheth with 
his fine linen, his'righteoufnefs, and arms with his armour, are 
cloathed, fhod, and armed, with that which will never decay, wax 
old, canker, ruft, corrupt, nor grow blunt. Now all (whether 
Chriftians, or Jews, or Gentiles) that hate the light of Chrift, clofe 
their eyes, and {top their ears to it, are not like to fee Chrift their 
enfign and captain of their falvation, but are blind. As no out- 
ward captain would lift a company of blind and deaf men, and. 
cloath and arm them with outward armour, fo fuch as are blind 
and deaf, whofe eyes are clofed, and ears {topped to the heavenly 
light of Chrift, he is not like to cloath with his fine linen, and 
arm with his heavenly and fpiritual armour; nor are they like to 
be fpiritually and heavenly difciplined, and to fee and know his 
holy, fpiritual, living camp, nor to follow him, while they are 
deaf and blind, and hate his light, which is the lifein Chrift. For 
it is the light, that fhines in the heart, which gives the knowledge 
of the glory of God in the face of Chrift Jefus; who is the enfign 
and captain of mens falvations, and who hath brought, and doth 
bring many fons unto glory: praifes, honour, and glory be unto the 
Lord overall, who liveth for ever, Amen. — 


’ Goofes. 
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“© Goofes, the 14th of the 
‘ 2d month, 1690.’ Carey 


London, A week after this I returned to London; and after a little ftay 
there, went to vifit friends at Kingfton, where I ftaid not long; but. 
came back to London, and remained in the Lord’s work, till after 
the’ yearly meeting, which was in the fourth month this year; in 
which the wonted goodnefs of the Lord was witneffed, his bleffed 
prefence enjoyed, and his heavenly power livingly felt, opening the 
hearts of his people unto him, and his divine treafures of life and 
wifdom in and unto them ; whereby many ufeful and neceffary things, 
relating to the fafety of friends, and to the honour and profperity of 
truth, were weightily treated of, and unanimoufly concluded. 

After the meeting, I wrote the following paper to friends, to be 
added to the epiftle, which from the yearly meeting was fent into 
the feveral counties. ‘ 


Kingfton. 
Londan. 


Yearly meet- 
ing. 


f ‘At L friends every where, that are alive to God through Jefus 
¢ Chrift, and are living members of Chrift the-holy head; be | 
‘ ftill, and ftand ftill in the Lord’s camp of holinefs and righteouf- — 
nefs, and therein fee the falvation of God, and your eternal life, 
reft, and peace. In it you may feel and fee the Lord’s power is 
over all; and how the Lord is at work in his’ power, ruling the 
nations with his rod of iron, and breaking-(in the nations) the old 
leaky veffels and cifterns to pieces, like the potter’s veffels, that 
will not hold:his living water of life, who are erred from the Spi- 
tit, But bleffed be the Lord God of heaven and earth, who by | 
3 + © has 
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his eternal arm and power hath fettled all ‘his people upon the liv- 1699. 
ing, holy rock and foundation, that ftands fure; whom he hath Eendaed 
drawn by his Spiritto his Son, and gathered into the name of Jefus Yearly meet 
Chrift, his only-begotten Son, full of grace and truth: who hath "8: 
all power in heaven and earth given tohim. _Whofe name is above 
every name under-the whole heaven, and all his living members 
know, there is no falvation given by any other name under the 
whole heaven, but by the name of Jefus ; and he, their falvation, 
and their living hedd is felt in the midft of them in his light, life, 
‘ {pirit, grace, and truth, and his word of patience, wifdom, and 
power: who is his people’s prophet, that God hath raifed up, in 
his New Teftament and covenant, to open to them; and their liv- . 
ing fhepherd, that hath purchafed, redeemed, and bought them 
with his precious blood. Chrift, the living One, feeds his living 
fheep in his living paftures of life, and his living fheep know their 
living fhepherd’s voice, with his living bread and water, and fol- 
low him; and will not follow any of the world’s hirelings, nor | 
thieves, nor robbers, nor climbers, that are without Chrift, the 
door. Likewife Chrift’s living children know Chrift, the bifhop 
of their fouls, tooverfee them with his heavenly and {piritual eye, 
that they may be preferved in his fold of life, and go no more forth. 
Alfo they know Chrift, their holy prieft, that by the grace of God 
tafted death for them, and for every man, and isa propitiation for 
their fins ; and not for theirs only, but for the fins of the whole 
world; and by the one offering up of himfelf he hath perfected for 
ever them that are fanctified. Such an high prieft becomes Chrift’s 
fheep in his new covenant and teftament, who is holy, harmlefs, 
and feparate from finners, and is made higher than the heavens ; 
who is not made a prieft after the order of Aaron, with his tithes, 
offerings, &c. but he makes an end of all thofe things, having abo- 
lithed them, and is made an high-prieft after the power of an end- 
Jefs life, who ever liveth to make interceffion for his people ; and 
isable to fave to the uttermoft, all that come to God through him. 
He is the one holy mediator betwixt God and man, who fanGtifies 
‘ his.people, his, church, that he is head of, and prefents them to | 
God without fpot, or wrinkle, or blemifh, orany fuch thing; and 
makes them an holy, royal priefthood, to offer up fpiritual, holy 
facrifices, acceptable to God by Jefus Chrift, who is King of all 
kings, and Lord of all lords in the earth. So an holy, heavenly 
king, who hath all power in heaven and earth given to him ; and 
« rules in all the hearts of his fheep and lambs by his holy, divine, 
precious faith, that is held in all the pure confciences of his people: 
which holy faith, Chrift, the holy one, is the author and finither 
of. By this holy faith all the juft live, in which holy, divine, pre- 
‘« cious faith all the juft and holy ones have unity ;. and by it quench 
all the fiery darts of Satan; and have accefs to the pure God, in 
which they pleafe him. Chrift, who is fet on the right hand of the 
throne of the Majefty in the heavens, in his New Teftament and 
‘new covenant, is the minifter of the fanctuary and true tabernacle, 
which the Lord hath pitched, and not'man. ‘Therefore all the 
jambs and theep of Chrift muft feel this holy minifter in their 
| 8 D * temple 
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1690. © temple and fanétuary, who minifters fpiritual, holy, and heavenly- 
Lonin. ¢ things to:'them in their fanétuary and tabernacle. For all the ta- 
Yearly meet- € bernacles and fanétuaries, that are built or pitch’d by man, men 


make minifters for them; and fuch minifters are of men and by 
men, with their worldly fanctuaries and tabernacles of mens pitch- 
ing, by mens hands. . 

« And now, dear friends and brethren every where, that are of the 
flock of Chrift-:: Chrift our paffover is facrificed forus. Therefore 
let us all keep this heavenly feaft of our paffover in his new tefta- 
ment and covenant, not with old leaven, neither of malice nor 
-wickednefs ; but let all that be purged‘out, with the four old lea- 
vened bread, that all may become a new- lump: and fo keep this 
* heavenly feaft of Chrift, our heavenly Pafiover, with the unleavened 
‘ bread of fincerity and truth, Amen. ah 
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i ftaid in town between three weeks and a month, after the yearly 
Tottenham- meeting, and then went to Tottenham-High-Crofs, where was a 
Fela: facie, meeting on firft day, which I was at; and then went to Edward 
Ford-Green, Man’s at Ford-Green near Winchmore-Hill: and the firft day fol- 
Enfield. lowing to the meeting at Enfield; where the Lord gave me many, 
precious openings to declare to the people. Afterwards, moving to 
Chef-hunt. and fro amongtt friends thereabouts, I vifited the meetings at Chefi- 
ioe: hunt, Waltham-Abbey, Enfield, ‘Tottenham, and Winchmore-hill 
Enfield. frequently; the Lord being with me, and opening many deep and 
Tottenham. weighty truths, divine and heavenly myfteries to his people through 
ane =e me, to their great refrefhment, and my joy. After fome time I went 
Hertford. to Hertford, to vifit friends there; and was at their meeting ona 
firft day. And having fomething more particular upon me to the an- 
' cient friends of that place, Thad a meeting with fome of them the 
next day, and imparted to them what the Lord had given me for 
Ware. them. Then pafiing to Ware, I made a little ftay amongft friends 
there, and was at their meeting. After which, returning, amongft 
Edmonton. friends about Edmonton fide and Tottenham, and taking meetings 
mpage as I went, I came back to London in the end of the feventh month. 

4 I remained-at London till the beginning of the ninth month, be-+ 
ing continually exercifed in the work of the Lord, either in public 
meetings, opening the way of truth to people, and building up and 
eftablifhing friends therein, or in other fervices relating to the church 
of God. For the parliamént now fitting, and having a bill before 

. them concerning oaths, and another concerning clandeftine mar- 
riages, feveral friends did attend the houfe, to get thofe bills fo 
worded, that they might not be hurtful to friends. In this fervice 
I alfo aflifted, attending on the parliament, and difcourfing the matter 
with feveral of the members. : 

; Having ftaid more than a month in London, and much {pent my-. 
oh sign {elf in thefe fervices, I went to Tottenham, and fome time after to 
~~ Ford-Green. At which places I continued feveral weeks, vifiting © 
Tottenham. friends meetings round about at Tottenham, Enfield, and Winch- 


Enfield. a MCT ; : 
Roe more-Hill, In this time feveral things came upon me to write: 
Hill. fp whereof | 
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whereof. one was an epiftle «© to friends in the miniftry Ps as fol- 1690. 
loweth: BS Sa 


‘ LL friends in the miniftry every where, to whom God hath Ford-Greens 
‘ given a gift of the miniftry, and who ufe to travel up and 
« down in the gift of the miniftry, do not ‘ hide your talent, nor 
_ * put your light under a bufhel; nor cumber yourfelves, nor en- 
«© tangle yourfelves with the affairs of this world.” For the natural 
¢ foldiers are not to cumber themfelves with the world; miuch lefs 
the faldiers of Chrift, who are not of this world; but are to mind 
the riches and glory of the world that is everlafting. Therefore 
ftir up the gift of God in you, improve it, and do not fit down; 
Demas like, and embrace this prefent world, that will have an ends 
left ye become idolaters. Be valiant for God’s truth upon the 
earth, and fpread it abroad in the day-light of Chrift, you who 
have fought the kingdom of God, and the righteoufnefs thereof; 
and have received it and preached it; which * ftands in righteouf~ 
nefs, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoft:” As able minifters of 
the Spirit fow to the Spirit, that of the Spirit ye may reap life ever= 
lafting. Go, on in the Spirit, plowing with it in the purifying 
hope; and threfhing, with the power and Spirit of God, the wheat 
out of the chaff of corruption, in the fame hope. For he that 
looks back from the fpiritual plow into the world, is not fit for the 
fpiritual and everlafting kingdom of God; and is not like to prefs _ 
into it, as the faithfuldo. Therefore you that are awakened to 
righteoufnefs, and to the knowledge of the truth, keep yourfelves 
awakened in it: then the enemy cannot fow his tares in your 
field; for truth and righteoufnefs is over him, and before he was. 
My defires are, that all may fulfil their miniftry, that the Lord 
Jefus Chrift hath committed to them; and then by the blood (or 
life) and teftimony of Jefus you will overcome the enemy that op- 
pofes it, within and without. All you that preach the truth, doit 
as it is in Jefus, in love; and all that are believers in Jefus, and 
receivers of hims he gives them power to become the Sons of God, 
and joint-heirs with Chrift; whom he calleth brethren; and he 
gives them the water of life, which fhall bea well in them, {pring- 
ing up to eternal life; that they may water the {piritual plants of 
the living God. So that all may be fpiritual planters, and {piritual 
waterers; and may fee with the {piritual eye the everlafting, eter- 
nal God over all to give the increafe, who is the infinite fountain. 
My defires are, that you may be kept out of all the beggarly cle- 
ments of the world, which is below the fpiritual region, to Chruft 
the head; and may hold him, who bruifeth the head of enmity, » 
and was before it was; that ye may all be united together in love, 
in your head,, Chrift, and be ordered by his heavenly, gentle, 
peaceable wifdom to the glory of God. For all that be in Chrift, ; 
are in love, peace, and unity. In him they are ftrong, and ina» 
full perfuafion ; and in him, who is the firft and laft, they are in» 
a heavenly refolution and confidence for God’s everlafting honour : 
and glory, Amen. 
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‘ From him, who is tranflated into the kingdom of his dear Son, 
‘ with all his faints, a heavenly falutation. And falute one an- 
‘ other with a holy kifs of charity, that never faileth. 
. | | : | Got 
‘ Ford-Green, the 25th of the 
«9th month, 1690.’ 


Another epiftle I wrote foon after, more particularly to the friends 
in the miniftry, that were gone into America: after this manner. 


s p22: friends and brethren, minifters, exhorters, and admo- 
€ 


nifhers, that are gone into America and the iflands there- 


‘ away. Stir up the gift of God in you, and the pure mind, and 
‘ improve your talents; that ye may be the light of the world, a city 
€ fet upon an hill, that cannot be hid. Let your light fhine among 
‘ the Indians, the Blacks and the Whites; that ye may anfwer the 
‘ truth in them, and bring them to the ftandard and enfign, that 
‘ God hath fet up, Chrift Jefus. For from the rifing of the fun to 
‘ the going down of the fame, God’s name fhall be great among the 
‘ Gentiles; andin every temple, or fanGified heart, « incenfe hall 
‘* be offered up to God’s name.” And have falt in yourfelves, that 
« ye may be the falt of the earth, that ye may falt it; that it may 
‘ be preferved from corruption and putrefaction : fo that all facrifices 
* offered up to the Lord may be feafoned, and be a good favour to 
* God... All grow in the faith and grace of Chrift, that ye may not 


‘ be like dwarfs; for a dwarf fhall not come near to ofter upon God’s 


‘ altar; though he may eat of God’s bread, that he may grow by 
‘it. And friends, be not negligent, but keep up your Negroes- 


‘ meetings and your family-meetings ; and have meetings with the. 


‘ Indian Kings, and their councils and fubjeéts every where, and 
‘ with others. Bring them all to. the baptizing and circumcifing 
‘ Spirit, by which they may know God, and ferve and worfhip him. 
‘ And all take heed of fitting down in the earth, and having your 
‘ minds in the earthly things, coveting and ftriving for the earth: 
« for tobe carnally minded brings death, and covetoufneds is idola- 


‘try. There is too much ftrife and contention about that. idol, ~ 
« which makes too many go out of the fenfe and fear of God; fo 


« that fome have loft morality, humanity, and true Chriftian cha- 
‘ rity. O therefore, be awakened to righteoufnefs, and keep awak- 
« ened; for the enemy foweth his tares, while men and women fleep 
‘ in carelefnefs and fecurity. ‘Therefore fo many flothful ones go in 
‘ their filthy rags, and have not the fine linen, the righteoufnefs 
* of Chrift; but are {traggling, and plowing with their ox and their 
« afs, in their woollen and linen garments, mixt ftuff, feeding upon 


* torn food, and that dieth of itfelf, and drinking of the dregs of - 


* their old:bottle, and eating the four, leavened bread, which makes 
‘ their hearts burn one againft another. But all are to keep the 
© feaft of Chrift, our paflover, with the unleavened bread of fincerity 
‘ and truth. This unleavened bread of Life from heaven makes all 


' € hearts and fouls glad and joyful, lightfome and chearful, to ferve 


‘and love God, and to love and ferve one another in the peaceable 
2 a truth, 
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truth, and to keep in the unity of God’s Spirit, which is the bond ‘490. 
of (the Lord of lords, and the King of kings) peace. In this tonNnow 
love and peace God Almighty keep and preferve all his people, 

and make them valiant for his truth upon the earth, to {pread it 
abroad in doctrine, good life and converfation, Amen. 

‘ All the members of Chrift have need one of another. For the 

foot hath need of the hand, and the hand hath need of the foot : 

the ear hath need of the eye, and the eye of the ear. So that all 

the members are ferviceable in the body which Chrift is the head 

of; and the head fees their fervice. Therefore let none defpife 

the leaft member. 

‘ Have a care to keep down that greedy earthly mind, that ra- 

veneth and coveteth after the riches and things of this world; left 

ye fall into the low region, like the gentiles or heathen, and fo 

lofe the kingdom of God that is everlafting: but feek that firft, 

and God knows what ye have need of; who takes care for all 

both in heaven and in the earth: thanks be unto God for his un- 

© fpeakable gifts, both temporal and {piritual! 
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Gi Fey 
« Tottenham, the 11th of the 
‘ 10th month, 1690.’ 


Not long after I returned to London, and was almoft daily with London, 
friends at meetings. When I had been near two weeks in town; 
the fenfe of the great hardfhips and fore fufferings that friends had 
been and were under in Ireland coming with great weight upon me, 
I was moved to write the following epiftle, as a word of confolation 
unto them : 


< Peak friends and brethren in the Lord Jefus Chrift, whom 
« &# the Lord by his eternal arm and power hath upheld through 
¢ your great fufferings, exercifes, trials, and hardfhips (more, I be- 
‘ lieve, than can be uttered) up and down that nation, which I am 
very fenfible of; and the reft of faithful friends that have been 
partakers with you in your fufferings: who cannot but fuffer with 
the Lord’s people that fuffer. My confidence hath been in the 
Lord, that he would and will fupport you in all your fufferings ; 
and that he would preferve all the faithful in his wifdom, that 
they might give no juft occafion to one nor other to make them 
fuffer; and if you did fuffer wrongfully or unjuftly, that the 
righteous God would affift and uphold you; and reward them 
according to their works, that oppreffed or wronged you. And now 
my defire is unto the Lord, that in the fame holy and heavenly 
wifdom of God ye may all be preferved to the end of your days, to 
the glory of God, minding his fupporting hand and power ; 
who is God All-fufficient, to ftrengthen, help, and refrefh in time 
of need. Let none forget the Lord’s mercies and kindneffes, which 
endure for ever : but always live in the fenfe of them. And truly, 
friends, when I confider the thing, it is the great mercy of the 
Lord that ye have not been all {wallowed up, feeing with what 
‘ {pirits ye have been compafled about. But the Lord earrieth his 
8 E * jambs . 
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1690, ¢ lambs in his arms, and they are as tender to him as the appl ple “of 7 
London,  * his eye; and his power is his hedge about his vineyard-of hea- 
venly plants. ‘Therefore it is good for all his children to be given 
up to the Lord with their minds and fouls, hearts and fpirits, who 
is a faithful keeper, that never flumbers nor fleeps; but is able to 
preferve.and keep you, and to fave to the utmoft, and none can ~ 
hurt fo much as an hair of your heads, except he fuffer it, to try 
you; for he upholds all things in heaven and earth, by the Word 
of his power: all things were made by Chrift: and by him all 
things confift (mark, confift) whether they be vifibles or invifibles, 
&c. So he hath power over all; for all power in heaven and earth 
is given to him: and to you, that have received him, he hath 
given power to become the fons and daughters of God; fo living 
members of Chrift, the living head, grafted into him in whom ye 
have eternal life. Chrift the Seed reigns, and his power is over 
all; who bruifes the ferpent’s head, and deftroys the devil and 
his works, and was before he was. So all of you live and walk in 
Chrift Jefus; that nothing may be between you and God, but 
Chrift, in whom ye have falvation, life, reft, and peace with 
God. 
‘ As for the affairs of truth in this land and abroad, I hear, 
that in Holland and Germany, and there-away, friends are in 
love, unity, and peace: and in Jamaica, Barbadoes, Nevis, An- 
tigua, Maryland, and New England, I hear nothing, but friends 
are in unity and peace. The Lord preferve them all out of the 
world (in which there is trouble) in Chrift Jefus, in whom there 
is peace, life, love, and unity, Amen. My love in the Lord 
Jefus Chrift to all’friends every-where in your land, as though I 
named them. 
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« London, the 10th of the Fri 
‘ 11th month, 1690.’ 


THUS, 


{ 


DEATH, and BURIAL. 


-’P HUS, reader, thou haft had fome account of the life and travels, 
. labours, fufferings, and manifold trials and exercifes of this 


= holy man of God, from his youth to almoft the time of his death: 


Of which ‘himfelf kept a journal; whence, the foregoing ftheets 


were tranferibed. It remains, that an account be added of the time, 


place, and manner of his death and burial ; which was thus: 


The next day, after he had written the foregoing epiftle to friends 
in Ireland, he went to the. meeting at Gracechurch-ftreet, which was 
large (it being on the firft day of the week): and the Lord enabled 
him to preach the truth fully and effectually, opening many-deep 
-and weighty things with great power and clearnefs. After which 
haying prayed, and the meeting being ended, he went to Henry 
Gouldney’s (a friend’s houfe in White-hart Court, near the meeting 
houfe): and fome friends going with him, he told them, « He 
-* thought he felt the cold ftrike to his heart, as he came out of 
‘ the meeting ;’ yet added, ‘ I am glad I was here; now I am 
‘clear, | am fully clear.’ As foon as thofe friends were with- 


drawn, he laid down upon a bed (as he fometimes ufed to do, 


through wearinefs after a meeting) but foon rofe again; and in a 
little time laid down again, complaining ftill of cold. And his 
firength fenfibly decaying, he was fain foon after to go into the bed ; 
where he lay in much contentment and peace, and very fenfible to 
the laft. And as, in the whole courfe of his life, his {pirit, in the 
univerfal love of God, was fet and bent for the exalting of truth 
and righteoufnefs, and the making known the way thereof to the 
nations and people afar off ; fo now, in the time of his outward weak- 
nefs, his mind was intent upon, and wholly taken up with that: and 
he fent for fome particular friends, to whom he expreffed ‘his mind, 
and defire for the {preading friends books, and truththerebyin the world. 
Divers friends came to vifit him in his illnefs, unto fome of whom he 
faid, ¢ All is well: the Seed of God reigns over all, and over death 
« itfelf. And though,’ faid he, ‘1 am weak in body; yet the power 
« of God is over all, and the Seed reigns over all diforderly fpirits.’ 
‘Thus lying in an heavenly frame of mind, his fpirit wholly exer- 
cifed towards the Lord, he grew weaker and weaker in his natural 
firength ; and on the third day of that week, between the hours of 
nine and ten in the evening, he quietly departed this life in peace, 
and {weetly fell afleep in the Lord, whofe blefled truth he had liv- 
ingly and powerfully preached in the meeting but two days before. 
Thus ended he his day in his faithful teftimony, in perfect love and 


T 


uw 


unity with his brethren, and in peace and good-will toall men, onthe - 


13th. of the 11th month 1690, being then ip the 67th year of his 
age, ; 

; Beige the 16th of the fame month (being the fixth of the week, 
and the day appointed for his funeral) a very great concourfe 
of friends, and other people of divers forts, affembled together at 
the meeting-houfe in White-hart Court near Gracechurch-ftreet, 
about the middle time of the day, in order to attend his body to the 
grave. The mecting was held about two hours with great and hea- 
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_venly folemnity, manifeftly attended with the Lord’s bleffed prefence. 


and glorious power 3 in which divers living teftimonies were delivered, 
from a lively remembrance and fenfe of the bleffed miniftry of this 
dear and ancient fervant of the Lord, his early entering into the 
Lord’s work at the breaking forth of this gofpel-day, his innocent 
life, long and great travels, and unwearied labours of love in the 
everlafting gofpel, for the turning and gathering many thoufands from 
darknefs to the light of Chrift Jefus, the foundation of true faith ; the 


manifold fufferings, affictions, and oppofitions, which he met withal 


for his faithful teftimony, both from his open adverfaries and from 
falfe brethren ; and his prefervations, deliverances, and dominion in, 


out of, and over them all, by the power of God: to whom the 


glory and honour always was by him, and is and always ought to be 
by all afcribed. 

After the meeting was ended, his body was borne by friends, and 
accompanied by very great numbers, to friends burying-ground near 


Bunhill-fields : where, after a folemn waiting upon the Lord, and ~ 


feveral living teftimonies borne, recommending the company to the 
guidance and protection of that divine Spirit and power, by which 
this holy man of God had been raifed up, furnifhed, fupported, and 
preferved to the end of his day, his body was decently committed 
to the earth; but his memorial {hall remain, and be everlaftingly 
blefled among the righteous. | 


| SD TS A Ge 


An epiftle of dear Georcr Fox’s, writ with his own hand, and — 


left fealed up with this fuperfcription, viz. ‘ Not to be opened 


* before the time ;’ which after his deceafe being opened, was 


thought meet to be printed, viz. 


‘ For the yearly and Second days meeting in London, and to 
‘ all the children of God in all places in the world. .By 
« and from G. F. ae 


‘ This for all the children of God every-where, who are led by 
« his Spirit, and walk in his light, in which they have life, 
‘ unity, and fellowfhip with the Father and the Son, and one 
© with another. 


‘ JZ EEP all your meetings in the name of the Lord Jefus, that 
5 be gathered in his name by his light, grace, truth, power, and 
« Spirit; by which you will feel his bleffed and refrefhing prefence 
‘ among you and in you, to your comfort and God’s glory. 
« And now friends, all your meetings, both mens and wo- 
‘ mens, monthly, quarterly, and yearly, &c. were fet up by the 
‘ power, Spirit, and wifdom of God; and in them you know 
‘ that you have felt his power, and Spirit, and wifdom, and blefled 
. ; ‘ refrefhing 
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¢ refrefhing prefence among you, and in you, to his praife and. 1699. 

_ © glory, and your comfort : fo that you have been a « city fet on apt 
_ © hill, that cannot be hid.” ie 
« And although many loofe and unruly fpirits have rifen betimes 
to oppofe you and them, in print and othet ways, you have feen 
how they have come to nought. The Lord hath blafted them, 
brought their deeds to light, and made them manifeft to be trees 
without fruit, wells without water, wandering ftars from the fir- 
mament of God’s power, and raging waves of the fea, cafting up 
their mire and dirt ; and many of them are like the dog turned to 
“his old vomit, and the fow that was wafhed, turned again to the 
mite. This hath been the condition of many, God knoweth, and 
his people | 

« Therefore all ftand ftedfaft in Chrift Jefus your head, in whom 
you are all one, male and female, and know his. government, of 
the increafe of whofe government and peace there fhall be no end; 
but there will be an end of the devil’s, and of all that’ are out of 
Chrift, who oppofe it and him, whofe judgment doth not linger, 
and their damnation doth not flumber. Therefore in God and 
Chrift’s light, life, Spirit, and power live and walk, that is over 
all (and the Seed of it) in love, in innocency, and fimplicity. In 
righteoufnefs and holinefs dwell, and in his power and Holy Ghoft, 
in which God’s kingdom doth ftand. All children of new and 
heavenly Jerufalern, that is from above, and is free, with all her 
holy {piritual children, to her keep your eyes. 

‘ As for this fpirit of rebellion and oppofition that hath rifen for- 
merly and lately, it is out of the kingdom of God and heavenly 
Jerufalem ; and is for judgment and condemnation, with all its 
books, words, and works. Therefore friends are to live and walk | 
in the power and Spirit of God that is over it, and in the Seed 
that will bruife and break it to pieces. In which Seed you have 
“joy and peace with God, and power and authority to judge it ; and 
your unity isin the power and Spirit of God, that doth judge it : 
all God’s witneffes in his tabernacle go out againft it, and always 
have and will. 

« Let no man live to felf, but to the Lord, as they will die if hiin ; 
and feek the peace of the church of Chrift, and the peace of all: 
men in him: for ‘“ bleffed are the peace-makers. Dwell in the 
pure, peaceable, heavenly wifdom of God, that is gentle and eafy 
to be intreated, that is full of mercy; all ftriving to be of orte 
mind, heart, foul, and judgment in Chrift, having his mind and 
Spirit dwelling in you, building up one another in the love of God, 
which doth edify the body of Chrift, his church, who is the holy 
head thereof. Glory to God through Chrift, in this age and alf 
other ages, who is the Rock and Foundation, the Emanuel, God 
with us, Amen, over all, the beginning and the ending. In him 
live and walk, in whom you have life eternal, in him you will 
feel me, and I you. ; : 

« All children of New Jerufalem, that defcends from above, the 
holy city, which the Lord and the Lamb is the light of, and is 
the temple; in it they are i again of the Spirit: fo ae 
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that is above, is the mother of them that are born of the Spi- 
rit. Thefe that come and are come to heavenly Jerufalem, 
receive Chrift; and he giveth them power to become the fons 
of God and they are born again of the Spirit: fo Jerufalem 
that is above, is their mother. Such come to heavenly Mount’ . 
Sion, and the innumerable company of angels, to the Spirits of 
juft men made perfe&; and to the church of the Living God writ- 
ten in heaven, and have the name of God written upon them. So 
here is a new mother, that bringeth forth a heavenly and {piritual 
generation. ) 

‘ There is no fchifm, no divifion, no contention, nor ftrife in 
heavenly Jerufalem, nor in the body of Chrift, which is made up 
of living ftones, a fpiritual houfe. Chrift is not divided, for in 
him there is peace. Chrift faith, «* In me you have peace.” And 
he is from above, and not of this world; but in the world below, 
in the fpirit of it there is trouble; therefore keep in Chrift, and 
walk in him, Amen. 
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© Jerufalem was the mother of all true chriftians before the apo- 
« ftafy; and fince the outward chriftians are broken into many 
« fects, they have got many mothers; but all thofe that are 
© come out of the apoftafy by the power and Spirit of Chrift, 


‘ Jerufalem that is above is their mother (and none below 
‘ her); who doth nourith all her fpiritual children. 


fe Cage? 
Read at the yearly meeting 
in London, 1691. 
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Reader, Pleafe to note, That thefe following papers and epiftles 
(fome of which being mentioned in the Journal, p. 516, &c. and 
there omitted) are found meet to be here inferted; and are as. 
followeth : 


A narrative of the fpreading of truth, and of the oppofition from - 
the powers which then were, written by George Fox, in the year _ 
1676. 3 ; | 


¢ C Wigs E truth {prang up firft to us, fo as to be a people to the Lord, — 
‘ in Leicefterfhire in 1644, in Warwickfhire in 1645, in Not- - 

« tinghamfhire in 1646, in Derbyfhire in 1647, and in the adjacent 
* counties in 1648, 1649, and 1650; in Yorkfhire in 1651, in 
* Lancafhire and Weftmoreland in 1652, in Cumbérland, Durham, 
€ and Northumberland in 1653, in London and moft of the other 
¢ parts of England, Scotland, and Ireland, in 1654. . 
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and in 1056 it broke forth in America and many other places. 

« In the authority, of this divine truth friends ftood all the cruel- 
ties and {uflerings that were infli€ted upon them by the long par- 
hlament; to the {poiling of goods, imprifonment, and death, and 


over all reproaches, lyes, and flanders; as well as thofe in Oliver 


Cromwell’s time, and all the-acts made by him and his parliament ; 
his fon Richard after him, and the committee of {afety; and after 
withftcod and out-lafted all the acts and proclamations fince 1660, 
that the king came in. 

« Friends never feared their ats, prifons, gaols, houfes of cor- 
rection, banifhment, nor fpoiling of goods, nay, nor the lofs of 
life itfelf: nor was there ever any perfecution that came, but we 
faw in the event it would be productive of good; nor were there 
ever any prifons that I was in, or fufterings, but it was for the 
bringing multitudes out of prifon; though they who imprifoned 
the truth, and quenched the Spirit in themfelves, would impri- 
fon and quench it without them; fo that there was a time when 
fo many were in prifon, that it became asa bye-word, ‘* truth 
is fcarce any-where to be. found but in gaols.” 

« And after the king came in, divers friends fuftered much, be- 
caufe they would not drink his health, and fay, «* God blefs the 
‘king ;” fo that many friends were in danger of their lives from 
rude perfons, who were ready to run them through with their 
fwords for refufing it, until the king gave forth a proclamation 
againft drinking healths; for we were and are againft drinking 
any healths, and all excefs, both before his coming in and af- 
ter; and we defire the king’s good, and that the bleffing of God 
might come upon him and all his fubjets, and all people upon the 
face of the earth ; but we did defire people not to drink the king’s 
health, but let him have his health, and all people elfe; and to 
drink for their own health and neceffity only: for that way of 
drinking healths, and to excefs, was not for the king’s health, nor 
their own, nor any others ; which excefs often brought forth quar- 
relling, and deftroying one another : for they deftroyed the creation 
and one another ; and this was not for the king’s wealth, nor health, 
nor honour, but might grieve him to have the creatures and his 
fubjects deftroyed ; and fo the Lord’s power gave us dominion over 
that alfo, and all our other fufferings. But, 

« Oh! the number of fufferers in the commonwealth’s and Oliver 
Cromwell’s days, and fince ; efpecially thofe who were haled be- 
fore the courts for not paying tithes, refufing to {wear on their ju- 

ries, not putting off their hats, and for going to meetings on the 

firft days; under pretence of breaking the fabbath; and to meet-~. 
ings on other days of the week; who were abufed both in meet- 

ings and on the highways. ; 

‘ Oh! how great were the fufferings we then fuftained upon thefe 

accounts! for fometimes they would drive friends by droves into 

the prifon-houfes like penfolds, confine them on the firft days, 


and take their horfes from them, and keep them for pretended 


« breach 
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‘ breach of their fabbath, though they would ride in their coaches 
‘ and upon their fat horfes to the fteeple-houfes themfelves, and yet 
* punifh others. And many friends were turned out of their copy- 


- © holds and cuftemary tenements, becaufe, in obedience to the,com- 


‘ mand of Chrift and his apoftle, they could not fwear; and as 
‘ they went to meetings, they have been ftoned through the ftreets, 
* and otherwife cruelly abufed. Many were fined with great fines, 
‘ and lay long in prifon for not putting off their hats, which fines 
* friends could never pay, though they kept them in. prifon till they 
« had fatisfied their own wills, and at laft turned them out, after 
‘ keeping them a year or more in prifon. ae ® nie 

« Many books I gave forth againft tithes, fhewing how the prieft- 
« hood was changed that took them; and that Chrift fent forth his 
* twelve, and afterwards feventy difciples, faying unto them, ‘‘ Freely 
‘« ye have received, freely give.” So all who do not obey the doc- 
‘ trine and command of Chrift therein, we cannot receive them. . 

« I was alfo moved to give forth feveral books againft fwearing, and 
‘ that our Yea and Nay might be taken inftead of an oath, which if 
‘ we broke, let us fuffer the fame punifhment as they who broke 
‘ their oaths. And in Jamaica the governor and the affembly: 
‘ granted the thing; it is alfo granted in fome other places ; 
* and feveral of the parliament-men in England have acknowledged 
* the reafonablenefs thereof. The magiftrates, after fome time, 
‘ when they faw our faithfulnefs in Yea and Nay, they who were 
* moderate, both before and fince the king came in, would put 


-© friends into offices without an oath; but the truel and 


* envious would fine friends to get money of them, though they 


- .© could not pay them any. 


‘ Thus the Lord’s power hath carried us through all, and over all, 
* to his everlafting glory and praife ; for God’s power hath been our 
* hedge, our wall and our keeper (the preferver of his plants and 
‘ vineyard) who have not had the magiftrates {word and ftaff to 
‘ help us, nor ever trufted in the arm of flefh, but have gone with- 
* out thefe, or Judas’s bag, to preach the word of life, which was 
‘ in the beginning before they were ; which word reconciles to God. 
¢ And thoufands have received this word of reconciliation, and are 
* born again of the immortal Seed, by the Word of God; and are 
‘ feeding upon the milk of the word, which lives and abides for 
“Sever. 
‘ Many have fuffered death, for their teftimony, in England 
* and beyond the feas, both before and fince the king came in; which 
* may be feen in an account given to the king and both houfes of 
* parliament; being a brief, plain, and true relation of the late and | 
‘ fad fufferings of the people of God in feorn called:Quakers, for 
‘ worfhipping and exercifing a good confcience towards God and 
* man. nny 4 nit 
‘ By reafon whereof eighty-nine have fuffered till death, thirty- 
‘ two of which died before the king came into England. and fifty- 
‘ feven fince, by hard imprifonment and cruel ufage. Forty-three 
* have died in the city of London and Southwark fince the A@ 
* made againft meetings, &c. about 1661, of which a more parti- 
5 * cular 
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“cular account was given, with the names of the fufferers to the _ 1676. 
king and parliament, about 1663. ptt Bard 
« And though divers laws were defigned againft us, yet never 
could any of them juftly touch us, being wrefted and mifapplied 
in their execution by our adverfaries, which fome have been made 
to confefs. All thofe laws that were made, and the oath which 
they imprifoned us for, becaufe, in obedience to the command of 
Chrift Jeftis, we could not fwear at all, were not originally in- 
tended againft us; and yet we fuffered by the feveral powers, and 
their laws, both fpoiling of goods and imprifonment, even to 
death. And the governor of Dover caftle, when the king afked 
him if he had difperfed all the fectaries meetings? faid, that he 
had; but the Quakers, the devil himfelf could not; for if he did 
imprifon them, and break up their meetings, they would meet 
again; and if he fhould beat them or knock them down, or kill 
fome of them, all was one, they would meet, and not refift again. 
Thus the Lord’s power did fupport and keep them over their per- 
fecutors, and made them to juftify our patience and lamb-like na- 
ture. This was about 1671. 
* Since the king came in, three acts have been made againft us, 
befides the proclamations, by which many have fuffered impri- 
fonment and banifhment, and many to death. And yet for all 
thefe aéts and proclamations, perfecutions, fufferings, banifhments, 
faithful friends are as frefh as ever in the Lord’s power, and valiant 
for his name and truth. — 
‘ Some weak ones there were, when the king came in, who did 
take the oath; but after they had fo done, they were fore troubled 
for difobeying the command of Chrift and the apoftle, and went 
‘to the magiftrates, condemned themfelves, and offered to go to 
‘prifon. 
A Thus the Lord, in his everlafting power, hath been the fupport 
and itay of his people; and ftill his Seed reigns, his truth is over 
all, and exceedingly {preads unto this year 1676. 
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- © A-warning to the magiftrates and people of the city of Olden- 
‘ burg : 
_ © Friends, 
AVE you feen and felt the judgments of God upon your 1677. 
city, the Lord fending lightning from heaven, that deftroyed Sohn 
and burnt it? As Ipafled thro’ your city on a firft day of the week, 
which you call your fabbath, I faw fome drinking, foldiers play- 
ing at fhuffleboard, and others with their fhops open, and trading, 
when they fhould have been waiting upon God, and worfhipping 
him; and your people were light and vain, without any fenfe of 
God's judgments, or repentance. O therefore repent, left the all- 
fecing God, who fees all your actions,’ and is over all, bring fwift 
judgment upon you in his wrath, fury, and indignation. Repent, 
~and lay afide all manner of evil, wickednefs, ungodlinefs, and un- 
righteoufnefs: for the day of ai Lord will come upon all that rd 
ody G * evil, 
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« evil, all the workers of iniquity. This mighty day. of the Lord 
« will find them all out, and will burn as an oven; burn up all the 
« proud and wicked, and neither leaye them root, nor’ branch. 
‘ Therefore all ye magiftrates, priefts, and {people, fearch in 
‘ yourfelyes to find eut the caufe, and what evil you have com- 
. © mitted, that has brought the wrath, vengeance, and judgments 
‘ of God upon you and your eity, in burning of it. All return, 
«and come to the light of Chrift in your. hearts, to God's 

‘ fpirit, to the grace and truth in your hearts, . that. comes; by 
« Jefus Chrift; that with it ye may fearch your, hearts. Do not, 

‘ grieve, nor vex, nor quench God’s good Spirit in. your hearts ; 
* walk not defpitefully againft the Spirit of. grace, nor turn from it 
‘ into wantonnefs; and yet make a profeffion of God and Chrift. in, 

‘ words, when your hearts are afar off, living in-pleafures, and wan 

‘ tonly upon the earth, {porting yourfelves, killing the juft, .cru- 

‘ cifying to yourfelves Chrift afrefh, and prises, hie to open 
« fhame; fo difhonouring God, Chrift, and chriftianity, yet making ~ 
‘ a profeflion and a trade of the fcriptures; keeping people always 
‘ learning, that they may be always paying. gd Stes eanoeen 
‘ Ceafe from man, whofe breath is in his noftrils, and look unto 
‘ the Lord, all ye ends of the earth, and be faved; for the, Lord 
‘ God of heayen and earth is come to. teach his people himfelf by 

‘ his light, Spirit, grace, and truth, and to bring them off all the 
‘ world’s teachers. God, hath raifed up Chrift Jefus his prophet, 

‘ whom people fhould hear ; and faith, ‘“‘ This is my beloved Son, 
‘* hear ye him ;” and Chrift faith, <* Learn of me, 1 am the. way, 
‘© the truth, and the life; and ne man comes to the Father, but by 
*¢ me.” There is no falvation by any other name under the. whole 
‘ heaven, but by the name of Jefus, who faith, ‘‘ I am the good 

*¢ Shepherd, and have laid down my life for my fheep, and my fheep 

‘«* hear my voice and follow me, and will not follow the hireling :” 

‘ for Chrift feeds them in the paftures of life, that will never wither. 

God hath anointed Chrift Jefus to preach, if you will hear.him ; 
and God hath given Chrift for a counfellor anda leader, if. you 
will be led and counfelled by him ; and God hath given Chrift for 
a hithop. to overfee you, and a king to rule you, if you will, be 
overfeen and ruled by him. . You that will not have Chrift to.rule 
over you, who never finned, nor was guile found in his mouth, 
you may read his fentence in the New Teftament upon fuch. . Is 
not Chrift a fufficient teacher, whofe blood was fhed. for you, and 
tafted death for every man? Doth not Chrift fay to his minitters, 
“* Freely ye have received, freely give ?”’ And the apoftle faith, « We 
‘* covet no man’s gold, filver, or apparel.” They laboured. with their 
* hands, and kept the gofpel without charge.. Have they that are 
* called minifters amongft you done the fame, and kept this com- 
£ mand of Chrift Jefus ? Let them be examined, and examine them- 
* felves. Have you not, trimmed your outfides? but look within 
* with the light and Spirit of Chrift Jefus, and fee if your infides be 
“ not black and foul. For Chrift, Jefus, who doth enlighten every 
‘ man that cometh into the world with the life in himfelf, faith, 
<< Believe in the light, that ye may become children of the Habe,” 
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¢ With the light’ ye'may fee all the evil and ungodly deeds that ye | 1677. 
‘have committed, “all your ungodly words you have ‘fpoken, amnerdam. 
«and all your ungodly thoughts’ ye think; that ye may turn 
* from them to ‘Chrift, from whence the light comes: who ts your 
« Saviour and Redeemer, who hath given you a light to fee your 

« fin, and that you are dead in Adam ; that with the fame light you 

' «may fee ‘Chrift, the quickening Spirit, who makes you alive to 

© God, and faves'you from your fin. But if you hate the light, 
« which is the life in Chrift, the Prince of life ; and love the dark- 

«nefs and the prince of darknefs more than the light or the life in 
« Chrift, becaufe it will reprove you; Chrift tells you, ‘* This light 
<¢ will be your condemnation,” John iii. Therefore be warned now 
«in your day. While you have time, turn to the Lord. Do not 
« quench the Spirit of the Father, by which he draws to his Sons 
‘ nor hate the light of Chrift; for if you do, you hate the life in 
«’Chrift, and fo remain under condemnation from God and Chrift 
¢ with the light, who now {peaks to his people by his Son, as he did 
«in the apoftle’s days; the fame God, that was the fpeaker by the 
*‘ prophets to the fathers, and fpeaker to Adam and Eve in paradife : 
© and happy had Adam and Eve, and the Jews, and all Chriftians 
« been, if they had kept to this fpeaker, and not have followed 
« the ferpent, that falfe {peaker, and his inftruments. And now God 
‘is the true {peaker by his Son, who bruifes the head of the ferpent, 
¢ the falfe teacher, the head of all falfe ways, falfe prophets, falfe 
¢ churches, and falfe religions and worfhips. So God in Chrift is 
* bringing people to the pure undefiled religion, that will keep them 
* from the fpots of the world, into the new and living way Chrift 
* Jefus; and to the Church in God, which Chrift is the head of, as 
« he was in the apoftles days ; and to worfhip God in the Spirit and 
«truth, which worfhip Chrift fet up above fixteen hundred years 
‘ fince. Therefore mutt all people come to the grace and Spirit of 
‘ truth in their own hearts, to know the God of truth, who is a 
« Spirit, and in the Spirit and truth to worfhip, ferve, honour, and 
« glorify the living God, who is over all, and worthy of all, bleffed 
* for evermore, Amen! 
~ € Ye magiftrates and officers, read this in all your affemblies, and 
* caufe all your priefts to read it in their churches; that they and 
* you, and all people may hear and fear the God of heaven, as you 

© will anfwer it at the great and terrible day of judgment, and ven- 

« geance of the Lord God Almighty. This is in love to your fouls, 

_ and for your temporal and eternal good. ; 
a wi ei CGF. 
~°* Amfterdam, the rgth of the 
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_ © An epiftle concerning true fafting, true prayer, true honour, and 


‘ againft perfecution, and for the true liberty in Chrift Jefus ; 
‘ that all may have a care that the apoftle hath not beftowed his 
‘ labour in vain upon you in your obferving of days, months, 
‘ times, feafts, and years, and of coming under the beggarly ele- 
«“ ments, and the yoke of bondage again, and of bringing and 
‘ forcing people into them. . 


wi iar did ever Chrift or his apoftles command any be- 
lievers or Chriftians to obferve holy days or feaft-days? Let 
us fee where it is written in the New Teftament, in the four evan- _ 
gelifts, the epiftles, or the Revelation, that ever Chrift or his 
apoftles commanded Chriftians to obferve the time called Chriftmas, 
ora day for Chrift’s birth ? or to obferve the time called Eafter, 
or Whitfuntide, or Peter’s, Paul’s, Mark’s, or Luke’s, or any other 
faint’s day ? . ) 
« You, that profefs yourfelves to be reformed churches from the 
‘ Papifts, Jews, and Heathens, and the fcriptures to be your ‘rule, 
« and are profeffors of the new covenant, where do you prove out of 
« the New Teftament, that the apoftles and the primitive church 
‘ practifed or forced any fuch thing, or that Chrift and his apoftles 
‘ gave any fuch command to the churches, that they fhould practice 
* and obferve any fach days? Let us fee where this command is 
‘ written. Did not.the apoftle fay to the Galatians in the fourth 
* chapter; ‘* But now, after that ye have known God, or rather ye 
«< are known of God, how turn ye again to the weak and beggarly 
«< elements, whereunto ye defire again to be in bondage ? Ye obferve 
*« days, and months, and times, and years; I am afraid of you, left 
«© T have beftowed upon you labour in‘vain.” And in the third of 
‘ Galatians it is faid, ‘“* O foolifh Galatians, who hath bewitched 
<* you, that you fhould not obey the truth,” &e. And in Galatians 
‘ the fifth, the apoftle exhorts them to’ “ ftand faft in the liberty 
«© wherewith Chrift hath made them free :” and moreover faid, ** Be. 
“* not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.” yen 

* Doth not this manifeft there were fome teachers that were draw- 
* ing the church of the Galatians into thefe beggarly elements, and 
£ bringing them again into bondage, in obferving of days, months, 
* times, and years? It was the apoftle’s work to bring them out of 
* thofe bondages and beggarly elements; therefore when they were 
‘ going back again into obferving days, months, times, and years, he 
‘ was afraid that he had * beftowed his labour upon them in vain :” 
< and he exhorts them to “ ftand faft in the liberty wherewith Chrift 
‘* Jefus hath made them free, and not to be entangled again with 
** the yoke of bondage :” and again fignifies, “‘ that they had been 
“* once entangled with that yoke of bondage and beggarly elements.” 
‘ But O! how are people, called Chriftians, fince the apoftles days, 
* gone again under this yoke of bondage, and thefe beggarly ele- 
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.€ ments, in obferving days, months, times, and years, let their prac- 


« tice declare. Nay, do not both Papifts and Proteftants force peo- 


_ € ple to obferve days, months, and times? And therefore is not the 


‘ apoftle’s labour and travail beftowed upon Chriftendom in vain, 
3 -* which > 
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‘ which was to bring people from under fuch beggarly elements 1977- 
‘ and that yoke of bondage (which the law did require) to ‘¢ ftand 27 itat 
«< faft.in the liberty wherewith Chrift hath made them free, and not Friefland. 
~ “ to be entangled again with the yoke of bondage ?”. It was and is 

* Chrift that hath made and doth make his people free from thefe 

‘ beggarly elements; therefore the redeemed are to “ ftand faft 

«‘ in that liberty wherewith Chrift hath, made them free.” This 

* liberty all true Chriftians are to ftand faft in; they are made free 

« by Chrift, and not by man; for man, without the Spirit and mind 

* of Chrift, {eeks to force and compel Chrift’s followers, fuch as he 

‘ hath made free from the yoke of bondage, to outward things that 

the law commanded, to the obferving of days, months, times, 
_feafts, and years. From fuch weak, beggarly elements, thofe that 
know God, or are known of God and Chrift, are to ftand faft in 
their liberty, and not come under nor be entangled with the yoke 
_of bondage again, feeing he hath made them free. For they that 
are in fuch things, and would force others to them, are gone 
from that which gives the knowledge of God, and have not {tood 
faft in the liberty wherewith Chrift makes free. 

‘ Concerning prayer, we do not read that ever Chrift or his 
“apoftles did feek by force to. compel any to faft or pray 
‘ with them. But Chrift taught them how they fhould pray, and 
‘ be diftinét from the hypocrites. His words are as followeth: 
<< When thou prayeft, thou fhalt not be as the hypocrites are; for 
-*¢ they love to ftand praying in the fynagogues, and in the corners 
«¢ of the ftreets, that they may be feen of men, &c. But when 
<¢ thou prayeft, enter into thy clofet, and when.thou haft fhut th 
-* door, pray to thy Father.which is in fecret, and thy Father, that 
© feeth in fecret, will reward thee openly. But when you pray, ufe 
© not vain repetitions, as the heathen do; for they think that they 
*€ fhall be heard for their much fpeaking. Be not ye therefore like 
“them; for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of be- 
«« fore ye afk him,” &c. As the apoftles and faints did, fo do we; 
‘ we pray in fecret, and we pray in publick, as the Spirit gives us 
< utterance, which helps our infirmities, as it did the apoftles and 
© true Chriftians ; after this manner we pray for ourfelves, and for 
all men both high and low. 

} « Concerning fafting, Chrift faith, ‘‘ Moreover when ye faft, be 

_‘“* not as the hypocrites, of a fad countenance; for they disfigure 
«¢ their faces, that they may appear unto men to faft. But when 
«<< thoy fafteft, anoint thy head, and wafh thy face, that thou appear 
“€ not unto men to faft, but unto thy Father which is in fecret ; and 
- thy Father, which feeth in fecret, fhall reward thee openly.” 

— © You may fee in Ifaiah lviti. what the true faft the Lord requires 

« is, where it is faid to the prophet, ‘« Cry aloud, and {pare not, 
‘< lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and fhew my people their tranf- 
* oreffion, and the houfe of Jacob their fins; yet they feek me 
«« daily, and delight to know my ways, as a nation that did righte- 
“© oufnefs, and forfook not the ordinance of their God; they afk of 
© me the ordinances of juftice, they take delight in approaching 
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«© toGod. Wherefore have we.fafted, fay they, and thou feeft not? 
¢¢ Wherefore have we afflicted our foul, and thou takeft no know- 
« ledge? Behold, in the day of your faft ye find pleafure, and exa@ _ 
<< all your labours. Behold, ye faft for ftrife and debate, and to 
<< {mite with the fift of wickednefs; ye fhall not faft as ye do this 
«© day, to make your voice to be heard on high. Is it fuch a fait 
“<< that I have chofen? A day for a man to afflia& his foul? Is it to - 
<‘ bow down his head as bulrufh, and to fpread fackcloth and afhes 
<< under him? Wilt thou call this a faft, and an acceptable day to 
«© the Lord? Is not this the faft that I have chofen, faith the 
«© Lord; to loofe the bands of wickednefs, to undo the heavy bur- 
«< dens, and to let the opprefled go free, and that ye- bréak every 
‘* yoke ?” So this faft that the Lord requires, is not to lay yokes, to- 
‘ opprefs, and lay heavy burdens, and to make faft the bands of wick- 

« ednefs; but to loofe and break fuch things.: . 

‘ Further, Concerning the true faft the Lord requires, «* Is it 
“© not to deal thy bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the poor, _ 
«* that are caft out, to thy houfe? When thou feeft the naked, that 
«© thou cover him, and that thou hide not thyfelf from thy own 
“© flefh?. (Do you keep this true fat?) Then fhall thy light break 
“¢ forth as the morning, and thine health fhall {pring forth {peedily : 
“«« and thy righteoufne(s fhall go before thee, the glory of the Lord 
<¢ fhall be thy rereward. . Then fhalt thou call, and the Lord thall 
<¢ anfwer; thou fhalt cry, and he fhall fay, Here lam: If thou ~ 
‘«* take away from the midft of thee the yokes, the putting forth of ~ 
“* the finger, and {peaking ani and if thou draw out thy foul to 
‘* the hungry, and fatisfy the afflicted foul; then fhall thy light arife 
“« out of obfcurity, and thy darknefs be as the noon-day. And the 
«* Lord fhall guide thee continually, and fatisfy thy foul in drought, - 
«* and make fat thy bones: and thou fhalt be like a watered garden, 
** and like.a {pring of water, whofe waters fail not,” &c. 

‘ Here is the practice of the true faft the Lord requires of his 
‘ people; and to them that obferve this faft, the Lord faith, <«‘ When 
*« they call, he will anfwer.”| You may fee what glorious and happy 
‘ comforts they receive from the Lord, that keep this true faft; 
‘ but fuch as faft for ftrife and debate, and to {mite with the fifts 
‘ of wickednefs, ‘‘ to make their voices to be heard on, high, to 
“© affli@ their fouls for a day, to bow down their head as-a bul- 
*« ruth, and loofe not the bands of wickednefs, nor undo every heavy 
«‘ burden, break off every yoke, and let the opprefied go free, 
‘¢ that does not deal his bread to the hungry, clothe the naked, 
«* and bring the poor to his houfe, but hides himfelf from his.own 
“< flefh ;” fuch fafts and fafters the Lord doth not accept, neither 
* hath he chofen them. Thefe appear to men with their disfigured 
‘ faces, hanging down their heads as a bulrufh for a day, like the hy= 
‘ pocrites, to faft, as Chrift {peaks in Matth. vi. —- . 

« Is it not the command of Chrift, that in their faft they thould 
* not appear unto men to faft? And now you, that would force us 
‘ to fhut up our fhops. on fafting-days, or for a day, does not this 
‘ faft appear to men? and is not this the faft, that the Lord faith in © | 
‘ Ifaiah, he ‘* doth not accept?” for he faith, “ Is this the faft: 
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~*© down his head as a bulrufh,” &c.> <« Wilt thou call this a faft,  1677- 
~ “and an acceptable day to the Lord ?” Ifa. lviii. Waa 
; « Therefore all God’s people are to keep the true faft of the Lord Frieflana. 

* from debate and ftrife, and the fifts of wickednefs; that « faft . 
** that breaks the bands of wickednefs, undoes ever heavy burden, 
‘* breaks every yoke, lets the oppreffed go free, deals bread to the 
_ © hungry, clothes the naked, and brings the poor that are caft out 
_ * to his own houfe.” Every, one that keeps this true faft, their 
 € health fhall grow, and when they call, the Lord will hear them; 
_ he will be their guide continually, fatisfy their fouls in drought, 
_ “© make their bones fat, and they fhall be like a watered garden, 
. ‘© and like a fpring of water, whofe waters fail, not.” Now you, 
that keep not this true faft, when you call upon the Lord on your 
own fafting days, does the Lord an{wer you, and fay, ‘‘ Here lam ?” 
Doth the Lord guide you continually ? Are your bones made fat 
by him, and your fouls fatisfied in drought? Are you like a wa- 
tered garden, and like.a {pring whofe waters fail not? You that 
keep not this true faft, do you not want thefe waters which fail not ? 
fo your fouls are not fatisfied in drought, but your bones are lean, 
and you hear not the voice of the Lord, who faith, ‘* Here Iam :” 
fo you lofe the heritage of Jacob, and ride not upon the high-places 
there; but come under. Therefore every man and woman, fhut 
your hearts againft all manner of evil whatfoever, and trade not 
with Babylon’s merchants of confufion ; but keep the fupernatural — 
day of Chrift, that is {fprung from on high, that is kept by be- 
lieving and walking in the light of Chrift, and being grafted into 
him, This will bring you to the true faft, from feeding upon any 
evil, and to the true praying in the Spirit, as Chrift and the apo- 
files have taught, The fruit of the Spirit is love, &c. The birth 
of the Spirit is not a perfecuting birth; but he that is born of the 
fleth will-perfecute him that is born of the Spirit, becaufe he will 
not follow the birth of the flefh, with its weak, beggarly elements, 
that entangles with its yoke of bondage, and its obferving of days, 
months, times, fafts, feafts; and years; which the. birth of the 
Spirit is to ftand faft againft in the liberty wherewith Chrift hath 
made it free. MY 

‘ Do you not know that the Turks keep their fabbath on the 
fixth day, the Jews upon the feventh day, and the Chriftians 
meet together on the firft day of the week ? And that day, which 
the Turks keep, the Jews and Chriftians fhops are open ; and that 
day the Jews keep, Chriftians and Turks fhops are open; and the 
firit days, that the Chriftians keep, both Jews and Turks fhops are 
open? The Turk does not force the Jews nor the Chriftians to fhut 
up their fhops on their meeting-days, but lets them have their 
liberty in Turky. And where do you read that ever the Turks 
forced any Chriftians to obferve any of their holy days, fafts, or 
feafts? If not, fhould not Chriftians be beyond the Turks in giv- 
ing liberty to all tender confciences to ferve God, feeing Chrift and 
the apoftles command not nor force people to obferve holy days, or 
times, or months, or years, but fhould pray always in the Spirit, 
and faft always from ftrife and debate, from all manner of fin and 
evil; and that will keep down the fift of wickednefs, and the. bond 
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1677. ¢ of iniquity? Why fhould not people of a tender confcience have. 


« their liberty to exercife their Confciences towards God, that they 
« may have a ‘* good confcience always, towards God ‘and’man,” 
« to perform that which God requires, and * to do unto all ‘men as 


-« they would have them to do unto them, and to love their*neigh- 


“© bours as themfelves ;” feeing fo many debauched, evil atid-Yeared 
« confciences, as with an hot iton, have liberty in their loofé lives 
« and converfations, and in their loofe words, whofe tongues are at 
« liberty to fwear and curfe, and their {pirits at liberty im 'dAinken~ 
« nefs and uncleannefs? Let the magiftrates look ‘and ‘fee how this 
« evil feared confcience hath its liberty to be éxercifed’in all mianner 
« of evil things all Chriftendom ‘over; which is'a’ great. fhame and _ 
‘ difhonour to God, Chrift, and Chriftianity, yea, and. humanity. | 
© Therefore why fhould not God’s people ‘have liberty ‘to’ exercife 
‘ their good and tender confciences towards God and man’? ‘The 
‘ mytftery of faith, which Jefus.Chrift is the author and finifher of, 


‘€ is held in a pure confcience ; and fhould not the work of the true 


‘ Chriftian magiftrate be to encourage the exercife of this pure’ con- 
fcience towards God and man, and to difcourage the exercife of 
this evil feared confcience, that difhonours both God and Chrift, 


€ 
‘*-and true Chriftianity ? If not, how are they a praife to them that 
€ 1) ¢ J 


do well, and a terror to evil doers? hei 

« Concerning the not putting off our hats to men. Many, under 
the name of Chriftians, have taken offence at us becaufe we could 
not.put off our hats, and bow down to them; which we find no 
command from Chrift or his apoftles for, but rather'to the contrary. 
For Chrift faith, «¢ I receive not honour of men” (mark, he did 
‘ not receive honour of men): and further, ‘* How can ye believe, 
“© which receive honour one of another, and feek not.the honour 
«« that comes from God only ?” Now Chrift declares it to be a mark 
© of unbelievers, that feek ‘* honour one of another,” and feek not 


wn a A 


a 


_.€ that “ honour that comes from God only ;” and is not the putting 


* off the hat, and bowing with it, an honour to men, which they 
* feek one of another, and are offended if they have it not? Do not 


“« the very Turks mock at the Chriftians in their proverb, faying, 


<¢ The Chriftians {pend much of their time in putting off their 
‘< hats, and fhewing their bare head to one another?” Should not 
‘ thofe be beyond Turks, that bear the noble name of Chriftian, 
« above feeking honour one of another, and perfecuting them that 
‘ will not give it, when all true believing Chriftians fhould feek the 
* honour that comes from God only? which is the duty of all true 
‘ believers in Chrift Jefus, for he would not receive honour of men. 
‘ And “ he that believeth on the Son of God, hath everlafting life : 
«¢ and he that believeth not the Son, fhall not fee life, but the wrath 
“« of God abideth upon him,” John iii. 36. Is not the Turks pro- 
‘ verb a reproach to the Chriftians, who fay, ‘* That the Chriftians 


“© fpend much of their time in putting off their hats, and thew- 


‘* ing their bare head one to another?’ Have you not fined and 
* imprifoned many, becaufe they would not ‘put off their ‘hats to 
“ you, and fhew you their bare heads? In many of your courts they 
‘ hall not have right and juftice, nor liberty and’ freedom ‘in Cities © 
3 aus . 6 or 
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3 
or ftates, though they have truly ferved their time, and are honeft 1677. 
and civil men, unlefs they will put off their hats, and thew you pcm h 
their bare head? Have you not made a law againft fuch, that they Friefland, 
muft forfeit two gilders if they do it not ? Do not you feek to 
compel and force them to do it, and fine fuch as do not, as at 
Lanimeer in Waterland ? Is not this the honour that you feck one 

of another? Did not the Pharifees and Jews do the fame? 

‘As for your faying, ‘“* The apoftle commands to honour all 

** men; and fuch as rule well are worthy of double honour:” If | 

‘ this ‘* honouring all men” were to put off their hats to all men, 

*‘ and fhew all men their bare heads, then this command you 

* break yourfelves, for you do not this to all men generally; and 

‘ if they that rule well, muft have double hat-honour, then they 

‘ muft put off their hats twice, and fhew them their bare heads. 

 ¢ If this hat-honour, and fhewing the bare head, be an invention of 


e a“ “a a bal a ww 


| €men, and not from God, and ye cannot prove it by feripture, yet 


2 


* fay, “¢ It is your rule;’ then you act befide the rule, and compel 
* people to act contrary to your rule, For where did ever the pro- 


_ £ phets, Chrift, or the apoftles command any fuch thing? Let us 


‘ fee a command, a practice, and an example for it. Nebuchad- 
* nezzar, who was a perfecutor, and caft the three children of Ifrael 
‘ into the fire with their hofe, cloaks, and hats, we do not read 
« that he was offended at them becaufe they did not put off their 
‘ hats, and.fhew him their bare heads; but becaufe they would not 
‘ bow to his image. And is it not faid in the margin of the bible, 
‘ where it is faid, “* Honour all men,” * Have all men in efteem ?” 
‘ Then they that rule well, are worthy of double efteem; and this 
* efteem mutt be truly in the heart, without any envy, malice, or 
« hatred. As all men are the workmantfhip of God, they are to be 
« efteemed in the heart with the Spirit of God; and they that rule 
‘ well, are worthy of double efteem: here is true honour from the 
* heart, both to God and man, his workmanfhip. For people may 
‘ put off their‘hats and thew their bare heads’ one to another once 
* or twice to the officers and magiftrates, and yet be full of envy, 
* malice, hatred, and murder in their hearts one againft another ; 
« and give them that honour, as you call it, and yet {peak or wifh 
« evil towards them, when they have turned their backs of them. 
© The true honour or efteem in the heart to all men, as they are 
« God’s creation, is without any evil with or thought in the heart to 
« any, and they that rule well have the double efteem, whom God 
« hath placed over people. There is no evil in the heart, that gives 
‘« this refpect, efteem, or honour, and brings them to love their 
© neighbours as themfelves, and to ‘* do unto all men as they would 
« have them do unto them,” in that they efteem all men, and have 
* a double efteem for them that rule well. This is beyond all the 
_ € honour of putting off the hats once to all men, and twice to them 

* that are worthy of the double honour, as you may call it. But we 
~* would afk Chriftians, that practife this hat-honour, and fhewing 

* one another their bare heads, Who invented this honour, feeing 

« they cannot prove that ever Chrift or the apoftles did command or 

‘ practife any fuch thing, or Mofes ths time of -the Hd 

— * lay 
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1677. ¢ fayror. think that: we had-this: praétice of not putting off our hats 
ann from the Turk ; for we were moved by. the Spirit of the| ‘Lord, 
“Friefland. * before ever we heard of the Turks proverb and,practice,,to-leave 

« the honour that is below, and feek the honour that.comes, from 
‘ above, when we'came fo be true believers in Chrift Jefus. 
« Concerning perfecuting, imprifoning, and banifhing God's peo- 
« ple, in whom Chrift is: manifeft, and dwells in their hearts, doth 
< not Chrift tell you, that im fo doing you imprifon him? Then 
« do you not banifh him, and perfecute him out of your cities and 
* corporations ? And how can you enter into..and have a fhare ‘in 
‘ his kingdom, though you. may profefs him in words? Are not 
* fuch to go into everlafting punifhment, thatdo not vifit Chrift in 
« prifon? Then what will become of you, that banifh and imprifon 
¢ him, where he is manifeft in his members, nor fuffer them:to meet 
* together to enjoy him amongft them, according to his’ promifé ? 
‘ Therefore you, that will not let Chrift reign in his people, and 
* have his liberty in them in your cities and countries, to exercife 
« his offices, you will, not have your liberty in heaven. You that 
« will not let Chrift reign in your hearts, nor fuffer him to reign in 
‘ his people here upon the earth, in this world, in your kingdoms, 
‘ you will not reign with Chrift in heaven in his kingdom, nor in 
* the world without end. in 
« You, that banifh the truth out of your cities or countries, or his 
‘ people for its fake, you banifh the truth and Chrift out of your 
‘ hearts from ruling there; fo you yourfelves are not the temples of 
‘ God. When you have banifhed Chrift and his truth out of your 
* own hearts, you banifh fuch, in whom.he rules, out of your eftates 
‘ and country ; then fee what judgments the Lord doth bring upon 
you, when you are left to yourfelves; yea, fears and troubles, one 
* judgment after another, comes upon you, till: you are even filled 
‘with them, But the banithed, the fufferers for truth and Chrift’s 
‘ fake, have.a peaceable habitation in the truth, which the devil is 
© out of, and cannot get into; which habitation will outlaft all the 
‘ habitations of the wicked and perfecutors, though they be never 
* fo full of words without life and truth. The life and the truth 
will outlaft all airy notions; and Chrift the Lamb and his patient 
Seed, will overcome the devonrer with his impatient Seed; and 
they that have the garment, the righteoufnefs of Chrift; which is 
the fine linen, will find it to outlaft all the rags and inventions of 
‘men. Chrift faith to his learners, “« Be of good chear, I have 
“* overcome the world, the perfecuting world.” He alfo faid to his 
« difciples, «« Marvel not if that the world hate you, for it hated 
“« me before you.” Therefore let all that profefs themfelves Chrif- 
« tians, lay afide perfecution about religion, churches er worthip, 
‘ fafting or praying days; for you have no command from Chrift’. 
‘ and his apoftles to perfecute any. Chrift, who is the King of 
‘ kings, and Lord of lords, when they called bim a deceiver, 
* blaiphemed him, and faid, « He had a devil,” did not perfecute * 
“any of them for it, nor forcé or compel any to hear and believe 
* him, nor the apoftles after him; but he bad them, that would | 
« have been plucking up the tares, ** let the tares and the wheat 
, $3 t ee “* grow 
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** stow together until the harveft.” So you have nocommand from, 1977- 
» € Chrift or his apoftles to perfecute, imprifon, banith, or {poil the graingen in 
_-» © goods of any for matter of pure confcience and religion, worthip, Friefland. . 
© faith; ‘and church in the gofpel-times. : 
vege on fo aE 
-°9© Waarlingen in Friefland, the rith 
lig Jagan LP ae 6th month, 1677.’ 
of Aswarning to the magiftrates, priefts, and people of the city of 
.« © Hamburgh, to humble themfelves before the Lord, and not to 
~ 7: be high-minded. by . ig 
coont Friends, 
‘ Ste 2 U: haye painted -and garnifhed the infide of your outward Amfterdam, 
-'& *& choufes and high-places; but look within your hearts with the ~ 
Slight of Chrift, which he hath enlightened you and every man 
.£ that cometh into the world withal, and with it you may’ fee how 
~$ foulyour hearts and infides are with fin and evil, which Chrift 
¢ tells you ye fhould make clean; who told the Pharifees how they 
¢* painted the fepulchres of the righteous,” and they themfelves were 
¢ full of rottennefs and corruption. Therefore look into yourfelves 
s and your own hearts, what you are full of. To paint the fepul- 
« chres of the righteous apoftles, and make a trade and a profeffion 
« of their words, without the fame Holy Ghoft, power, light, and 
¢ truth which they were in, will not ftand the day of God’s ven- 
¢ geance. ‘Therefore repent while you have time, turn to the Lord 
¢ with your whole hearts, and do not think yourfelves fecure with- 
s out a fenfe of his immediate almighty protection. For it is not all 
« your works, nor all your own ftrength, power, and defence that 
« can protect you, It is not for you to look at them, and think 
¢ yourfelves fecure, and to fit down in your fecurity, and let your 
« hearts be merry, and at reft and eafe. When the Lord brings a 
« feourge upon you, that you are filled with terrors and fears, re- 
6 member you were warned, that you were fet down, but not in the 
« true reft. Then all your own ftrength and force will ftand you in 
« no ftead; you will acknowledge that it muft be God that muft 
« protect you, ‘Therefore take warning; for your priefts and people 
« are too high, are {wallowed up too much in this world. The 
« vanities of it carry your minds away from God); your care is more 
« for the world than for God, and more after the riches of this 
« world than after the riches of the world that has no end. Know 
~-€ you not that all your heaps of outward treafure muft have an end, 
¢ and that you mutt leave them all behind you? Therefore I am to 
* warn and advife you, both high and low, priefts and people, to 
© come to the grace, light, and truth that comes by Jefus Chrift ; 
« to the manifeftation of the good Spirit of God, which is given you 
* to profit withal; that with this grace,. truth, light, and Spirit of 
« Chrift, you may turn to him from whence it comes, who faith, 
«© Leatn of me;” and God faith, «« This is my beloved Son, hear 
<< ye him.” So all the children of the new covenant, that walk in 
« the new and living way, do hear Chrift their prophet, that Sik 
; * has 
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EPISTLES relating to 
‘ has raifed up, and anointed to be their teacher and prieft. So 
‘ now, God doth fpeak to his people by his Son, as he did in the © 
* apoftles days. The Lord is come to teach .his people himfelf by 
«his grace, light, truth, and Spirit, and to bring them off from 
‘ all the world’s teachers, made by men fince the apoftles days; 
‘ who have kept people always learning, that. they. may always be 
‘ paying of them. And he is come to bring them off all the world’s 
‘ religions, to the religion that he fet up in the apoftles days in the 
‘ new covenant, which is pure and undefiled before God in his fight, 
‘and keeps from the {pots of the world, &c. And the Lord is 
‘ come to bring them off all the world’s churches, to the church in 
‘ God, which Chrift the heavenly man is head of; and to bring 
‘ them off all the world’s worfhips, to worfhip God in Spirit and in 
© truth, which Chrift fet up above fixteen hundred years fince. ‘So 
* all men and women muft come to the Spirit and truth in their 
‘ hearts, by which they muft know the God of truth, who is a 
‘ Spirit; and then in the Spirit and truth they will worfhip him, 
* and know what and who they worfhip. -Alfo the Lord 1s come 
* to bring his people off all the world’s temples, that with the Spi- 
‘ rit they may know their bodies to be the temples of the Holy 
‘ Ghoft. And the Lord is come to bring his people off all the 
* world’s croffes, pictures, images, and likenefles ; to know that the 
‘ power of God is the crofs of Chrift, which crucifies them to the 
‘ world, and brings them up into the likenefs and image of God 
‘ man and woman were in before they fell; and fo to Chrift that 
« never fell. This work muft all know in their hearts by the light 
© of Chrift Jefus, who “ is the true light that lighteth every man 
* that cometh into the world.” It is called the light in man and 
* woman, and the life in Chrift the Word; who faith, “* Believe 
** in the light, that ye may become children of the light.” And 
‘ the light lets you fee all your evil actions that you have commit- 
* ted, your ungodly ways you have walked in, and your ungodly 
* words and thoughts. If you hate this light, and love the dark- 
‘ nefs, and the prince of it, more than this light, which is the life 
‘ in Chrift, the Prince of life, and will not come to it, becaufe your 
* deeds be evil, and it will reprove you, Chrift tells you, ‘* This 
** light is your condemnation.” Then what is all your profeffion 
* good fer, when you remain under the condemnation of the true 
‘ light, in which you fhould believe , and fo become children of light,’ 
‘ and out of condemnation? Therefore every one mutt believe in the 
‘ light, if they receive Chrift Jefus; and to as many as receive him, 
he gives ‘* power to become the fons of God.” He that hath 
the Son of God, hath life; they that have not the Son of God, 
have not life; and if you have not life, what good doth all your 
profeflion of the {criptures from Genefis to Revelations do you, — 
any more than the Jews, Scribes, and Pharifees, that would not 
receive Chrift the life, upon whom God brought his overflowing’ 
{courge, Therefore do you take heed, for your -ftrength will be’ 
no better than theirs, if you have not God and Chrift’s fupport- 
_ing power, when God’s.fcourge comes upon you, and you are’ 
filled with horrors and fears. My defires are, that you may all’ 
| 3 iy. Tt? - ‘ repent, 
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« Armfterdam, the 19th of the — ie 
‘ 7th month, 1677. 


‘ For the embaffadors that are met to treat for peace at the city of 
See ‘ Nimeguen in the States dominions. - 
Gy BRST Jefus faith, <‘ Bleffed are the peace-makers, for they 

4 <« fhall be called the children of God,” Matth. v, 9. fo ail 
Chriftian men are to forfake evil and do good, to feek peace and 
follow it, if they will ‘< love life, and fee good days,” 1 Pet. iii. 11. 
God hath called all true Chriftians unto peace, 1 Cor. vii. therefore 
_all Chriftians ought to follow this peace, which God calls them to. 
They fhould let the peace of God rule in all their hearts ; which is 
above the peace of this world that is fo foon broken. For the apoftle 
“commands the Chriftians to let the peace of God rule in their 
hearts; to which all Chriftians fhould be fubject. The practice 
of this fhould be among all that profefs, Chriftianity ; and this 
« peace is above that which Chrift takes from the earth, Rev. vi. 
« which is the peace of the wicked. The apoftle faith to Chriftians, 
<¢ Be at peace among yourfelves,” 1 Theff. v. All Chriftians fhould 
‘ obey this command, and be at peace among themfelves; not in 
« wars and ftrife. Further, the apoftle exhorts Chriftians to ‘* keep 
«« the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” So this unity, this 
« bond of peace fhould be kept (and not broken) by all that bear 
¢ that noble name Chriftian. They fhould keep the unity of the 
¢ Spirit of Chrift in the Bond of the Prince of princes, King of 
‘ kings, and Lord of lords peace, which is the duty of all true 
‘ Chriftians. Herein they may honour Chrift, in bringing forth the 
« fruits of peace, which are love and charity. For the apoftle tells 
* you, * The fruits of the good Spirit are love, joy, and peace, 
« long-fuffering, gentlenefs, goodnefs,” &c. Gal. v. 

« The apoftle exhorts Chriftians, “« If it be poffible, as much as 
‘¢ lieth in you, live peaceable with all men.” This fhould be the 
vets oe 3S NE NES, FR ne oe . «© endeavour 
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¢ endeavour of all Chriftians.. For it is no honour to Chrift, that 
‘ Chriftians fhould war and deftroy one another,. that. profefs the 
« name of Chrift, who faith, ** He came to; faye men’s lives, not 
‘* to deftroy them.” Chriftians have enemies enough abroad with- 


“¢ out them, and therefore they fhould love one another, -asChritt 


« commands, who faith, “‘ By this ye fhall be. known’ tobe my 
“* difciples, if ye love one another.” Chriftians.are commanded to 
« love enemies, much more one another.- ..And,Chritt. faith, 5‘. As 
*¢ the Father hath loved me, fo I have loved you: continue ye in 
«« my love,” John xv. 8. <* By this fhall all men know that ye.are 
«« my difciples, if ye love one another,” John xiii, 35... But if 
« Chriftians war and deftroy one another, this. will make. Jews, 
‘ Turks, Tartars, and Heathens fay, you are not difciples of Chrift. 
‘ Therefore, as you love God, and Chrift, and Chriftianity, and its 
‘ peace, all make peace, as far as you have power, among Chrif-~ - 
‘ tians, that you may have the blefling. You read, Chriftians were 
‘ called the houfhold of faith,- the houfhold of God, a holy. nation, 
‘.a peculiar people; and they are commanded to be “ -zealous for 
«* good works,” not for bad. Chriftians are alfo commanded not 


‘ to bite and devour one another, left they be confumed one of an- 


« other. . ony 
‘ Is it not a fad thing for Chriftians to. be biting and confuming 

‘ one another in the fight of the Turks, Tartars,, Jews, and hea- 

‘ thens, when they fhould < love one another, .and do.unto all men ~ 

<* as they would have men do unto them?” Such devouring work 

‘ as this will open the mouths of Jews, Turks, Tartars, and hea~ 

* thens to blafpheme the name of Chrift, the King of kings, and 

* Lord of lords, and caufe them. to fpeak evil of Chriftianity, for 

‘ them to fee how the unity of the Spirit is broken among’ fuch as 

* profefs Chrift and Chrift’s peace. All Chriftians are to-mind 

‘ God and Chrift’s teaching, who teach Chriftians to love one an- 

‘ other, yea, enemies ; and perfuade kings and princes to give liberty 

* to all tender confciences in matters of religion and worfhip, they 

‘ living peaceably under every government: {fo that for the time to 

‘ come there may be no more imprifonment and perfecution among 


Chriftians for tender confciences about matters of faith, worfhip, 
and religion, that the Jews, Turks, Tartars, and heathens may 
not fee how Chriftians are perfecuting one another for religion. 
Seeing from Chrift and the apoftles Chriftians have no fuch com- 
mand, but, on the contrary, to love one another; and knowing 
that Chrift faid to fuch as would have been plucking up tares, °* Let 
‘¢ the tares and the wheat grow together till the harveft (which is 
«* the end of the world) left they plucked up the wheat;” and at 
« the end of the world Chrift would fend forth his angels, and they 
‘ fhould fever the wheat from the tares. So Chrift tells you, it is 
* the angels work at the end of the world, and not mens work before 
‘ the harveft at the end of the world. Hath not all this perfe- 
‘ cution, banifhing, imprifoning, and putting to death concerning 
‘ religion, been the pretence of plucking up tares? and hath not 
‘all this been before the harveft, before the end of the world ? Have 
‘ not all thefe been actors againft the exprefs command of Chrift, 
3 . «the 
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the king of heaven?) All kings and rulers, efpecially thofe that . 1677: 
“i call shard teltes Chriftians, thould obey their ord pat Saviout’s PY esa 
~sicommand ; “ Let the tares and the wheat grow together till: the 
se harveft;” and the harveft is the end of the world. Alfo Chrift 
“told fome of his difciples, that would have had “ fire'to come 
vs down from heaven, to deftroy fuch as would not receive ‘him. (in 
«their zeal) That they-did not know what Spirit they were ‘of :” 
©.and.rebuked them, faying, “‘ He came not to deftroy mens lives, 
os hut’to fave them.” Have all fuch as have deftroyed mens lives 
“€-concerning religion, and tlie worfhip of God, known what fpirit 
‘* they have been of ? Have they not done that they fhould not do? 
‘That which Chrift forbad, who faith, «< Left ye fhould pluck up the 
‘© wheat with the tares,” and faith, “ It is the angels work at the 
-« ‘end of the»world ?” Hath not God fhewed unto man what is good, 
' «and his duty, To “ love mercy, to do juftly, and to walk humbly 
«© with his God ?” which man is to mind. 
« And the apoftle exhorts Chriftians to “ follow peace with all 
«© men, and holinefs, without which no man fhall fee the Lord,” 
© Heb. xii. 14. Why fhould Chriftians war and ftrive one with 
-© another, feeing they all own in words one King, and Lord and 
¢ Saviour Chrift Jefus, whofe command is, that they fhould “ love 
«« one another ;” which is a mark that they fhall be known by, to 
« be Chrift’s difciples, as I faid before. And Chrift, who is the 
© King of kings, and Lord of lords, faith, «« As I have loved you, 
«¢/fo love one another,” John xv. 12. and John xiii. And the apoftle 
« faith, “‘ Chriftians ought to be patient towards all men,” 1 Theff. 
ov. 14. : . 
“ Bias him who is a lover of truth, righteoufnefs, and peace,- 
« and defires your temporal and eternal good; and that in the wif- 
« dom of God, that is pure, gentle, and peaceable from above, you 
« may be ordered, and order all things God hath committed to you, 
* to his glory, and ftop thofe things among Chriftians, fo far as you 
« have power, which difhonour God, Chrift, and Chriftianity! 
a CN 
« Amfterdam, the 21/t of the 
« 7th month, 1677.’ 
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CONTAINING 


The Names of the Countries, Cities, Towns, and Places 
mentioned in the Author’s Journal of his Travels and Labours on 
Truth’s Account in England, &c. and beyond the Seas, 


A. 

Bbyholm _ 251 
A Aberdeen (Scotl. ) 481 
Acton 130 

Adderbu — 462. 522 
Addingworth a i aie 
Alban’s — 158. 498. 522. 542 
Aldborough Caftle — 577 
Aldenham HE 
Alexandria (Egypt) — 331. 336 
Alkmaer (Holland) — 505. 576 
America 400. 482 
Amerfham 520 


Amoroca River (Amer.) — 455 
Ampthill 498 
Amfterdam, 501-506. 512-519. 579, 580. 

~6 665-667. 675-679 
Anamefly River (Amer.) — = 455 


Ballowfield — 409 
Banbury — 396. 522. 542 
Bandon (Ireland) _— “4.060 
Bandon Bridge (ditto) ions ibid, 
Barbadoes 400. 428-438. 454. 456. 645 
Barking 61 
Barnet 3. 498. 522. 54.2. 632 
Barnet Hills ast 337 0 
Barnftaple 398 
Barrow wee 26 
Barton —— 496 
Barton Abbey : —_ 300 
Bafingftoke —— 223 
Batterfea ——- 543 
Beavor (Vale of) eee £5. 17-23 
Becliff — 72 
Bedall 496 
Bedfordfhire 138. 154. re 266-273. 341. 
3905391 “588 533+ 542 
Anderigo (Friefland) _ 511 Bednal-Green —— 88-590. bor. 
Antego 433- 523 Bentham 377, 378 
Apledon —_—— 398 Berkfhire 337+ 400. 413. 419. 521 
Appingdalen — 506 Berry-ftreet 618 
Appleby —. 84 Berwick — 263 
Apre Penna) —- 507 Beverley —- 50 
Armfcott —_—_— 462, 463 Beaumaris (Wales) —— 24 
Arnfide ae 95+ 301. 350. 534 Biddlefden — 542 
Arundel —— 158 Birmingham —- 155. 404 
Afhford 342 Bithopfdale — 496 
Afhwell 533 Bifhop-Stortford — TA4 
_Atherfton, or Adderfton — 28.122 Black Rock (Chefh.) — 406 
Aylefbury 462 Bletchington ee 543 
- Block Ifland (Amer.) — 444 
B. Bodmin sce 165° 
Bohemia River (Amer.) AAT. 447 
BAdcow (Scotl.) 252. 254. 259 Bonners Creek (ditto) 4505 4515 452 
Badgeley, 155. 157. 210. 299. 390. Bootle 95> 96 
404. 498 Bormer Haven (Germ.) 509, 510 
Baghurft ae 419 Bofton (Lincolnth.) — 209 
Bagworth - Race nee, 27 Bofton (New Eng.) S25..a5e 
 Balby, 49. 61. 63. 119. 299. 404. 497 Bowden; Great oti 533 
Bradford — 65 


Baldock =——— 158. 395- 533 


a Brecknock 


le exe 


Brecknock — 230, 230 
Bremen. (Germ.) -— 507.509 
Bridge-Town (Barbadoes) 433 
Bridport —— 228 
Brigflats 496 


Brill, or Briel (Holland) sor. 518. 578. 577 
Briftol 2.065.207. 229. 295-298. 336, 337. 

349+ 390+ 3945 395-410. 412. Sar 
Briftol Harbour 458 
Buckinghamfhire 3. 209. 282. 390. 396. 


— 


A19. 401. 498. 520. 522. ou 550 
Bugbrook 542 
Bullocks Hill —. 498 
Burlington —_— 387 
Burnt Lfland — 260 
Burraby — 52. 496 
Burrowbridge oe 350 
Burton (Lincolnfh ) — 542 
Burton upon Trent a 48 
Bufhel Houfe so ibid. 
Buxtehude (Germ.) — 507 
Buykflote (Holland) —_— 505 

CG. 

Ambridge — T44 . 

Cambridgefhire bess 290. 342. 414 
Camigill 495 
Canterbury — 139. 420 
Capel _— - 543 
Cardiff —— 22.9. 396 
Carifle g-108. 251 
Carlifle Bay eanieo) 428 
Carolina 4515 452 
Carterford ——— 302 
Cartmeil — 351 
Caufham : —— 521 
Charing-Crofs _ 126-128 
Charlewood — 522 
Chattan — 155 
Chelmsford — 519 
Cheltenham —- 522 
Chefham \ ibid. 
Chefhire 231. 265. Be A 391. 405. 410 
Chefhunt 654 
Chefterfield cay! 
Cheiter River (Maryland) 4415 447 
Chichefter 158 
China 331 
Chifwick —— 601, 632 
Cholfbury a 522 
Chopthank River — 450 
Chriftian River (Amer.) 447 
Cirencefter - — 270. 522 
Claufon (Leicefterfhire) 17 
Cleaveland 52. 53- 265. 392 


Clifts (Maryl.) 440. 450. 454. 457 


Clofter-Seven (Gérmt ) — 507 
Cockan: ed 79, 80 
Cockermouth — 97, 98 
be eeelize! a 141. 332 
Jolchefter TAL 222.500. 5104578 
Coldbeck ae r ve 58 
Collumpton — 205. 348 
Point Comfort: (Amer. ) — 453 
Connecticut (Anierica) — 444 


Conny Ifland (America) 


_ 446 
Cork —_ 407 
Cornwall 161. 174. 204. 293. 345-347. 
396-398 
Coffel — 491 
Coventry — 3 5- 27-157 
Counterlide _ 496 
Cranes Ifland — 449 
Cranbrook — 138. (139. 342 
Crantzick _ 50, 51. 585 59 
Crickatrough (America) _— 453 
Crook — 70 
Crofland —— 76 
Crowland _ 209 
Crownallins —- hag 
Cumberland 95. 108, 109. 251. 35%. 
392/662 
D. 
Alton 72 
Dantzick 483. can 527, 528. 5gI- 
593. 641-643 
Derwentwater —— 109-350 
Deal — / 420. 426 
Delaware Bay ~ 447 
River _—, 441 
Delft (Holland) —_ 501. 518 
Delfziel (Friefland) — 506 
Delmenhorf{t.(Germany) = — 507 
Denbigh — 561, 562 
Denbighthire —_—— 392 
Dent 67 
Derby 29-48. 299 
Derbyfhire 6.14, 15. 28. 49. 119, 120. 
155- 205. 299- 350. 389. 391. 414. 497. 
534- 542. oa 
Deteren (Eaft Friefland)  — 507 
Devonfhire 2.93. 295. 345+ Os 398 
 Dingley 498 
Dockum (Friefland) — S06: 510 
Dolegelle (Wales) . — 240 
Dolfton — 558, 559- s 
Doncafter — ; yar Bees tes 
Dorchefter — 169. 229. 292 
Dorfetfhire — 292- 345. 399 
Dover — 139 
Douglas (Scotland) — 252 
Downs a \. 426 
Drawell — 496 
Drayton I. 3. 121-125. 154. 299 _ 
Droitwich (Worcefterth. ) — —- 39a 
Dublin —_ 406. 410 
Duckenfield —_ 12 
Dumfries (Scotland) —. 252 
Dunbar (ibid.) — 262, 263 
Duncow me eI 57 
Dunftable — - 481. 542 © 
Durham. 109. 264. 350. 392. 662 
E. 
FAt Friefland — 506 
Eaft Jerfey (America) 441, 446 
Edinburgh ol 258. 267, (262. 
Edghill 210 
Edmonton 543. 548. 3 550. 581. 618. 654 
Pems 
un 


INDEX 


Eems River (Friefland) 


=3 207 

Eldreth 405 
*Elmfhoorn {N. Holland) — 508 
Ely = 342 
Embden (Eaft Friefland) — 506. 510 


Endfield 420-425. 548.577. 581. 585. 


593-599- 601. 619. 632. 634, atk 
54 

Enkhuyfen (North Holland) 505 
Epping Foreft — 586 


Efher (Surry) 543 


Effex -281. 289. 332. 341. 391.474. 420. 
401. 500. 519. 577. 614. 619. 634. 


637. 64 
Eton «(near Derby) an ah it 
Evetham 158-2100 479. 522 
Exeter 205. 229 
Eyder River (Holftein) ate 508 


F. 


Falcon Ifland (America) 445 


Falmouth _ 1645 165. 346 
Farnham — es, 2.29. 399, 400 
Felfted 519 
Fen Countr — 209. 342 
Firbank! Chapel — 68, 69 

. Fifher-holder (Germany) 507 
Fifhers Ifland (America) AAA. 
Flamftead Heath — 548 
Flintfhire — 243 
Flufhing . (America) AAI. 445 
Ford-green 581. 634. 654, 655 
Foreft of Dean ek 397 
Franeker (Friefland) 511. 580 
Frederickftadt (Holftein) 508 
Friefland — 506. 511. 580 

G. 
GAinborough — 61, 62 

Gardick —_ 51 
Garners Ifland eee) 445 
Garfdale 490 
Garfhore (Scotland) _ 252 
Garftang 457 
Gatton — 543 
Germany — 440 
Gigglefwick — 378 
Gilfland _ IIO. 251 
Glafgow (Scotland) — 259 
Gleatton — 73 
Glocefter 298 
Glocefterfhire 210. 349. 394. 396. 

410-412. 460. 521. 542 

Goofes 614-616. 620-625. 640, 641. 
648-652 

Grayrigg = 93> 94- 350 
Gravefands (America) 441. 446 
Gravefend — 420. 426 
Great Bay (America) — 449 
Gryfedale —_— “ah ie ST 
Groningen (Seven Prov.) 506. 510 
Guildford AIQ. §43.-564. 627 
Gulf of Florida (America) | 439 


_Hammerfmith 


I, 

Gulls Ifland (America) = 448 
Gutters-hedge a 542 
H. 

Hse (Holland) _ 518 

Hallifax we Ti4. 118 
Halfted oF 519 
Hamburgh - 5°7- 509. 675 


543. 551. 588. 632. 647 


Hampfhire 292. 344 209: 479, 401 
Hampton Court - 282 
Park ibid. 
Harborough — 126 
Hare-ftreet —_ 577 
Harlem 501. 5176 576 
Harlingen “505. 511. 580; 668-675 
Hartfhill 498 
Hartfhorn — ibid. 
Harwich a 500. 519. 578: 577 
Hatton’s Ifland (America) 449 
Haverfordweft 2.38. 396 
Heads (Scotland) 5s 3 2E2. 259. 
Hedgerly —_——- 520 
Helftone 162: 346 - 
Hempenfarmer (Friefland) 511 
Hempfted 522 
Hendon 462. 498. 522. 542, 543 
Henley 521. 550 
Hereford —— 349 
Herefordfhire ea 349. 393 
Hertford 144. 5315 532+ 543- 619. 054 
Hertfordfhire 158. 342. 395. 414. 462. 
522 
Hexam 109; 110 
Hide Park — 208 
Higham ae 157 
Highgate " 4BY. 498 
Highlands (Scotland) 252+ 259 
Hightown — ~ 45 65 
Hill (Yorkshire) Lee 534 
Over the Hills —- 396 
Hitchin ~— 533 
Hodfon — 634 
Hoghen-horn cHoliiany: _ 508 
Holdendike 388 
Holdernefs 59. 118) arc 210. 265. 350. 405 
Holland 385. 501. 523. 578 
Holftein ’ — 508 
Honiton —< 160 
Hoorn — 505 
Hornchurch —_ 420 
Horfebridge 295- 348 
The Two Horfe Races (America) 445 
Horfham 140. 543 
Horfham Park 158 
Houlker Hall oa 352-354 
Howker — 303 
Hull — 61. 265. 388 
Humber — 210 
Hunger-hill — §20, 521-552 
Hunger River — 456 
Huntingdon — 209: 533 
Huntingdonfhire 209. 290. 342. 386. 


391+ 414 
i 


Kings Road 457 
Kingfton ( (Tham.) 208. 284. 390. 426. 


4OI. 480. 500. §20. 542. 544-547. 
551. 560. §63, 564. 566-570. 577. 
588. 606-613. oo 632. 645-647. 652 
renee hall 3515, 352 
Knighton — 498. 533 
L. 
Amcoat _ 522 
Lancafhire 11. 70. ~7. 94. 350, 351- 
392. 534. 541. 662 
Lancafter 74. 81-85. 114. 244. 301, 
302-311. 354-377- 484 
Lancefton — 164-205 
Lands-end 2.93. 346. 398 
Lanfmeer (Holland) — 514. 580 
Langlands , TIO. 251 
Langftrothdale (Yorkshire) 496 
Leer (Eaft Friefland) — 506.510 
Leeward Iflands (America) 454 
Leicefter 14. 125, 126. 339-341. 497. 
: 33 
Leicefterfhire.. 3. 0. 12. GA, toate ay 
48. 120, "rat. 154. 157. 210. 266. 
299- 337» 338. 39% 39%: "414; 542. 
Leith (Scotland) _ 255- oe 
Leominfter — 236,927 
Leuwarden (Friefland) 506. 511 
Leyden (Holland) —_ 501. 518 
Lichfield att 48, 49 
Lillingftone eat 


542 


IN DS X I. 
Lime _— * 22g 
I, Lincolnfhire 61. 119. 209. 342. 391 > 
542° 
Amaica — 433- 438. 664 Lithgow (Scotland) — 255 
a Town in Long Ifland 446. 454 Littleport — 342 
Jerfey . 446 Liverpool _— 243. 406. 410 
field oe 543 London 3. 126. 129-137, 138. 141. 144- 
Iichefter — 399 154. ae 208, 209-227. 232-235. 273- 
more 522. 550 284. 286-289, 290, 291. 311-337. 
Johnftons (Scotland) 260,261 341. 390, 391. 395, 396. 400, 401- 
Jordans —— §20 404. 413-418. 425, 426. 461, 462. 
Ipfwich _ 141 468, 469. 480, 481. 498500. 519, 
Trby’s Court 397 520. 522-542-544. $48-558. 560-566. 
“Ireland — 157. 400. 406-410. 454-662 571-577, 578-583. 585- Fa. 591-593. 
Itzeho (Holftein.) 508 599-606. 613, 614. 616-618. 625. 
Ives — 163. 533 632-637. 642, 643-645. 647. 652- 
654. 657-660. 662, 664 
K. Long Crendon 522 
Longford — 551 
Key. | (yyetipnalia’ 7 =< 510 fee Ifland (Amer.), —— 441. 445 
Kellet 74: 534 Loo —. 345 
Kempfton cael 498 Lovel ———— 542 
Kendall — — 69. 74.250 Lugmer (Friezl.) —. Sir 
Kenfington _ 543 Lunenburg’s Country Sa 509 
Kenfworth _ 498 Luton 138. 498. 522 
Kent 138. 227. 342. 400, 401.420 Lutterworth _——— 3 
Kent Ifland (America) 449 Lynn — 143. 342 
Kentith Shore (Marerd 448 
Kefwick 351 M. 
Kidfey Park _— 29. 120 
Kings-bridge — 161. 345. ay Ackum (Friezl.) +505 


Macocomocock River (Amer.) 451 


Maidftone _—— 138 
Malpoth (Chefh.) — 243 
Malta — 325 
Malton 55. 50. 350. 378. 388 
Manaco River (Amer.) a A55 
Manchefter 12. 243 e 
Nite — - 
ansfield — 12. 14,1551 86 

Mansfield W oodhoufe : iy 2: é 
Maratick River (Amer.) — — in 
Market-Boffoth —— 28 
Market-Jew — 162, 163 
Market-ftreet — 158. 498. 522. 542 
Marlborough it 208. ne 


Maryland 439, 440. 448. 450. 453. 456, 


457.  Eaftern Shore 440. . Weltern 

Shore —— 449 
Membury — 398 
Mendle —- 522 
Mendlefham oo 14 
Menhenniot (Cornw.) — 161 
Merionethfhire —— 392 
Mevis (Amer.) 433- 482. 523 


Middlefex 419. 461, 462. 498. 542. 551. 


6 

Middletown (Eaft Jerfey) — 441. aie 
Middletown Harbour — — 446, 447 
Mildum _ _— 496 
Mile-end B24 
Miles River (Maryland) 441. 448 
Milford-Haven — 454. 
Mims _ _ 542 
Minehead — — 3097 


3 Moniafh 


Moniafh 


oe apa 534 
- Monmouthfhire meee 394 
Montgomeryfhire — 235+ 392 
ors ——— 58 
Morpeth — —— 203 
Mumbles . —_—— 396 
4 

N. 

Ailfworth 208. 522 
Nancemum (America) —~ 450 
Narraganfet (America) —— 444 
Natton Jfland (America) —— 446 
Nevis. See Mevis. 

Newbury _ _ 208 
Newcaftle — — 263 
Newcaftle (America) alias New Amfter- 
dam rr ka 44Ts 447 
New England 325. 327. 440. 443- 454: 
482. 

New Garden (Ireland) -—- — 406 
New Jerfey _— —_ 454 
Newick — — 343 
Newport-Pagnel — 3. 396. 481 
Newton in Cartmel —_ 70 
New-York  —— — 445,446 
Nimeguen —_- — 677 
Non-Eaton — — 154.315 
Norfolk 1415; 142. 289, 290. 341, 342. 
I 

Northallerton toh 
Northampton — — 3.126. 481.498 


Northamptonfhire 154. 157. 209. 266. 
341-390: 533- 542 


North-Country . _~ 111-118 
North-Holland — 505 
North-Newton — — 396. 522 
Northumberland 10g: 263. 350. 392. 662 
Norwich — — 141,289. 290. 341 
Nottingham 17.24. 265, 266. 332. 389. 


404. 497 


Nottinghamfhire 6.12.15. 49. 61. 120. 
155+ 209. 265. 2995 300. 337- 389. 391. 
$42, 662 
Nottingley — _ 497 
O, 
(yiterbay AAT. 445 
Okington —- 205 
Oldenburgh (Weftphalia) — 507. 510. 
Oldftone 298. 397. 413 
Olney ~oe _—- 498 
Oram — 59. 387 
Orchard — 522, 
Ore —_ 461.550 
Ormfkirk 356, 357 
Ofan-Overton (Holland) — — 580 
Overdelend 507 
Overkirk (Holland) — — — 501 
Oxford = 210 
Oxfordfhire 390 396. 413. 419. 


461, 462. 5215 522. 542. 550 


I. 
PAgan Creek (America) — — 450 
Pall-mall —_— 314 
Pardfey Crag — -- 351 
Pafhur —— -- 392 
Patchgate — — 543 
Patrington — = 59-61 
Pattuxen (Maryland) —— 456.454. 457 
Pattuxen River (Maryland) 450. 454 
Peak Country — — 6, 120. 350 
Peak Hills — 391 
Pembroke — 2.33 
Pembrokefhire ee — 238 
Pendle-hill ae oe 66 
Penryn — — = 162. 346 
Perfhore — — 522 
Pickering whe pao 56-58 
Pifcattaway (America) — 444 
The Pitt (at Sea near the Briel) ——- 577 
Plymouth » * 161. 293. 345. 384: 398 
Point Juda = 444 - 
Poland a 642 
Pomfret a 265 
Pontamile — 231 
Pool _ 15Q- 229+.292 
Poffet ~— 397 
Portfmouth 159. 229 
Potomack River (America) AS4 
Powbank 485 
Prefter John’s elas a 331 
Prefton 244. 311. 356 
Prefton Patrick Chapel — 69 
Providence (in America) —_ 444 
Puddimore _ 205. 349. 399 
Pulner = 344 
Purgatory (in America) — 446 
Purmerent (Holland) — 505 
R, 
R Abe Heath —_ 533 
Radnorfhire _ 235, 2.36: 34913925 
Radway = my 
Ragley — 522 
Ramfide 72 
Rantzow’s Monument (Denm:) 508 
Raphahannock River (America) 454. 
Reading 140. 208. 285, 286. 390. 419 
401. 521. 550 
Reconow Creek (America) 457 
Redruth — 162, 164. 346 
Rhode Ifland —_ 442-444. 454 
Rickmanfworth _ 462 
Ringwood 159. 229. 292. 344 
Roan Oke (America) _ a : a 
Rochefter -- 138. 420° 
_ Rome — 324. 
Rofs 394 
Rotterdam (Holland) 507, 518, 519: 5785 
ils) 
Rumney =_ 139 
Rye _ ibid. 
Rye 


» 


ed 


a 


Rye (in New England) i) ae 
Ryegate 158. 543 
ata ‘ 

Addington ed 533 

Saling — 519 
‘The Sands (Lanc.) -— «481 
Sandfide _ 244 
Sardam (Holland) _ 580 
Saxifrax River (Maryland) A4I. 447 
Scale-houfe 205 
Scarborough 55+ 35¢- 378- 387. 405 
Scar-houfe 499, 497 
Scotland 251-265. 392. 400. 481. 602 


At Sea, from Ireland, 410. ‘To Barbadoes, 
426-428. For ‘Jamaica, 438. For 
Maryland, 439. For Long Ifland, 445. 
For Virginia, 450. For England 457 


Sedbergh - — 67. 350. 496 
Selby (Yorkshire) —~ vA 
Severn (America) — 449 
Shacklewell —__ 425+ 543 
Shearhampton = 458 
Shelter-Ifland (America) _ 444, 445 
Ifle of Sheppey (Kent) — 420 
Shipton — 3907 
Shrewfbury mom eb we (0°) 

— (in America) © — 446 
Shropfhire — 349. 392 
Sibbard — 522 
Sileby — 154+ 390- 497. 533 
Skegby 120. 300. 337. 389. 497 
Skipton — 300, 301 
Slattenford 207. 349: 460, 461° 
Slone —_ 229 
Smyrna —_ 331 


Somerfetfhire 


295- 349- 397+ 399 


Sommerton (America) 450. 452 
The Sound (ibid.) — 444, 445 
Southgate _ 641-643 
Southam — 542 
Southampton —_ 159. 344. 399 
South-Mims — 498. 522 


South-ftreet 581. 583-585. 618.634 
Staffordfhire 210. 311. 349. 391. 405. 


; 5332 534 
Stains oe 551 
Stainfby — 497 
Stainmoor —— 350 
Stath — 53-55 
Steyning — 140 
Stevenage © — 533 
Stirling (Scotland) —_ 259 
Stoke — 347. 522 
Stony Stratford -— 542 
Stratford _ "420. 522 
Stratton — 398 
Street 349 
Strickland-head WB 10g. 251. 350 
Strikehuyfen (Eaft Friefland) 507 
Strobus (Friefland) © — 506. 510 
Sudbury — 521 
Suffolk — at. 289. 342. = 
Sunbury 


‘Synderhill-green 114. 7p. 2.99. 350. 39 
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Surrey..158. 2274292. 400. 404.419. 
4.02. 500. 542. 564. 
Suffex 139, 140.227. 292. 343+400.:404. 
420. 500. 542+ 550+ 564 
Sutton 143. 342 

Swanington (Leiceft,) 120, 121. 299. 
338> 339+ 341+ 498. 533 
Swan Ifland ary land) * . 449 
Swanzey (Wales) —_ 230. 396 
Swarthmore 71-76. 79, 80. 86-95. 109. 
II4. 244-250. 265. 301. 311. 350-352. 
_ 354 481-495. 534-541 

Syleby. See Sileby. 


cy 
Adcafter — 497 
Tamworth _ 4 
‘Taunton — 205. 349 
Tedbury i 521 
Tenby _ a, 238. 396 
Tenterden _ 342-344 
-“Tewkfbury _—. 156. 298. 522 
Theobald’s — 128 
Tickhill — 63 
Tiverton : — 248 
‘Topfham — 160, 161. 345. 398 
Totnefs ~ _ 1601. 345 
Tottenham 654. 657 
Tottenham High Crate 647. 654 
Tredington _ 472.474 
Tredi ington Parifh 462 
Tredhaven Creek (Maryland) ‘ 441. 448. 
aay 
Tregangeeves = 398 
Trent’. _ 61. 391 
Truro = 346, 347- 398 
Turry — 498 
Turvil-heath — 520 
Twickenham = 283, 284 
Twycrof  — 28, 121. 299. 341 
V.. 
Ale of Beavor _ 15. 17-24 
Virginia 440. 445. 450. 452, 453: 
45 
Ulverfton 71. 75. 77-79. 301, 302. 481. 
495 
Underbarrow 69, 70.745 75. 350 
Upper Dinidock (America) A47 
Uxbridge _ 551 
W. 
Akefield _ 49: 64 
Wales 229. 238, 239-243 
Walnah or Walney Ifland 72.°49 
Waltham Abbey 129. 395. 543. 548. 
581. iis 632. 634. 654 
Wanfted 619 
Wanfworth —_ 543 
Wapping — 426 
Warborough _ 550 
Ware —_ 654 


Warrington 
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Warrington © a 392. 405 
‘Warwick 156. 210. 390. 404. 542 
Warwickthire 4. 14. 121. 155.157. 210. 
2.66. La 341. 349- 390, 391. 414. 

464. 498. 522. 533. 542. 662 
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CONTAINING 


Some of the Subject Matters and Things, oceurting ‘in 
this Volume. : 


Bufes done to George Fox, €4. 78, 

A 79. By profeflors, &c. 94, 95. 109. 

122. 150. 228. Friends abufed, 108, 

10g. 284. 301. 340. 393. At meetings, 
284, &c 


A&on in the Fields near London, where » 


friends had been much abufed, G. F. 
had a meeting, 284. 

' Adam the firft and fecond compared, 611. 
Affeétions, lufts, and defires mortified, 245. 
Aged friend of 100 years old, 53: One of 

122 years old, 350. 
Allegiance to the king > 35% 358. 360. anid 
fupremacy, 473) 474 (See Oaths). 
America, G. F.’s travelsthere from Mary- 
land to New England, éc. through the 
woods and wildernefles, over bogs and 
great rivers (not without imminent dan- 
ger of fome of their lives) and lying on 
nights in the woods, by a fire in a very 
cold feafon, the wolves howling about 
them, 439 to 458. ‘Truth’s profperity 
‘there, 523. G. F.’s epiftle to thofe 
places, 648. 


Anointing within teacheth the believers, 5, 


©. 504. ! 

_ Antichrifis. See Falfe prophets. 

- Apoftafy entered fince the days of the apo- 
ftles, 212, 

Apyftates, backfliders, and falfe brethren, are 
got into the temple of God, 586, 587. 
606, 607. 644, 645. 

Apofiles were tradefmen, 639, 640. 

Apparel for pride judged, 584, 585. 

Apparition forefhewing the peed of O..C. 
feen by G. F. 282. 

Appeals of London friends tried, 599. 

Apprentices put forth by monthly meetings, 

, 413 

Fie, Se to the fpirit of the apo- 
ftles, 331. : 


Affizes of G. F.’s gael at Carlife, - Tol, 
102. Lancafter, 85. 357-359. 368-3759. 
Lancefton, 166-168, Nottingham, 332, 
333. Worceiter, 470. See’ Sefjions. 

Aftrologers. See Star-gazers. 

B. 


ML oe gil warned, 589,: 590. see autho 


fates. 

Bon tincss of G. F. in Sodan 257% Ba- 
nifhment and imprifoning for-religion is 
no part of Chriit’s do&trine,- 524. 642, 
643. Friends banifhed in England, 3845 
at Dantzick, 642. 

Baptifm, 159. 214. 221. 

Baptifi meetings, 12. 100. sot Baptifts 
difcourfed by G. F. 26. 99, 100. 138. 
A teacher convinced, 108.139. 154. 
Baptifts. in Warwick, 156. In Not-: . 
tinghamfhire, 16. Baptifts and Fifth- 
Monarchy-Men prophefied of Chrift to 
come that year to reign, 196. A Bap- 
tift woman reftored, 1 58. Baptifts dene 
G. I. their meeting-houfe, 159. Par- 
ticular Baptifts, 160. 

Battledsre, the authot’s account thereof, 
328. 352. 

Believers are born of God, 5. ; 

Bible given to G. F. to (wear upon, which 
forbids {wearing, 372, and teaches the 
plain language, 381. - 

Blacks or negroes to be trained up i in the 
‘fear of God, 451, 4.52. 

Bonds for appearance refufed, 343. Bonds 
for good behaviour, 469, 470 3 

Book. See Bible. Books writ gaa an {vane 
by G. F. 376. 388. 480. 482. 

Bowling and foolifh exercifes erie, 203, 
Ae git} #3) : 

7 Bread 


Ts Nps 


Bread and-wine. See Papi/?s. 

Brown’s prophecy of G. F. 12. 

Brownifts, 331, 502. 

Butchers and rude people bind themfelves 
with an oath to kill G. F. 118, 119. 


C. 
(AMlvinifis, 331+ 


Cambridge icholars rudenefs, 144. 

Captain much given to laughter convinced, 
' 160. A captain in Scotland his impious 
faying, 300.. 

Carlifie-in an uproar, 100. 
lifle prifon, 102-108. 

Cartmeil Wapentake Court, 549. 

Certificates to be brought by friends. pro- 

ceeding to marriage, 295. 424, 425. 

Cheat difcovered by G. F. 397. 

Chrif the teacher of his people, 98.676-678. 
The reft, 581.583. Sun of righteouf- 
nefs, ;604, 605. 
608. _Who-can fpeak to men’s condiz 
tions, 7..9: 12. 162, and is known by 
revelation, 7; &c. 

Church, the true and the falfe, 267.. Tihe 
church of Chrift cloathed with the fun, 
604-606. 


GeF.iim-Car- 


Church of Rome degenerated, 273. 330. 


. » *Perfecuting, 275. 

Church of England’s faith, 283. 

Climate’s {adden change and variety. in Ame- 
TCAs) 4.52. 2; > 
 Cloifiers, monafteries, &c. there.is no f{crip- 

turesfon them, 273, 274. 

» Goldbeck fteeple-houfe, Robert Widders go- 
ing thither, &c. was almoft killed by the 
people, 108. 

Colleges cannot make minifters of Chrift, 
264.05 

Collegians,502. 506. 

Committee of fafety, &c. their proclaiming 
fafts is like Jezebel’s, 287. 

Conjuror ({o reputed) reproved by G. F. in 
gaol, 44. 

Conjcience, a witnefs to truth, 279 to 281. 
Is not to be forced, 592, 593. Muft be 
void of offence, 600. 

Contentions not to be in meetings, 533, 


534 


Conventicle a& is, not to do as they would 


be done by, 415-418. 

Convincemenis in the nation in the begin- 
ning, 12. 14, 15, &c. 108, 110. 173. 
a1§. 124. Luondon, 129. ‘In Oliver 
Cromwell’s houfe and family, 130. - 

Cromwell, Oliver, his difcourfe with G. F. 

‘ 127. 208. A friend offers himfelf to 
“O.C. to-lie.in prifon for:G. F. 199. 

Crofj, the power of God, 9g; T1.> 264, 
arpa 

Coontrufi of wrecks, &c.. reproved, 293, 
nie wh 

Cutpurfe at feflions fearching friends pockets 
is fet at liberty, 341. 


A quickening Spirit, . 


> Examples. 


D. 


Angers and perils of G. F. 23, 22; 28: 

65, 66.74.78-80. 84-86. 93. 96. 101- 
104. 118, 119. 163-166. 70..174, 175: 
209s 230. 239. 250s 273. 296. 298, 299. 
342. 349, 350. 388. 393. 407, at fea, 
427,° by knives, rapiers, rude multi- 
tudes, beatings, bruifings, and binding 
them{elves with an oath to kill him. 

Day of judgment coming upon perfecutors; 
424, ‘The day of the Lord’s wiath is 
kindled upon them, 135. 

Deceivers beyond the prieits that fland in 
deceit defcribed, 18: 

Declaration of G. ¥.’s offered by him to the 
court inftead of the oath; 473, 474. 

Devil, he was not made of God, 140: 
345- _ 

Differences about outward things to be fhun- 
ned, 644. te : 


Difputes at Leicefter, 14, 15: With the 
prieft of Grayrigg, &c. 93. At Dray- 


ton, 121-125..,.G. F. with prieft Wil- 
kinfon, 110: : 
Difpute of Jarnes Nayler with eight. priefts, 
155. A vain difputer anfwered, 355. 
Vain janglings to. beifhunned, 487. . 
Dogs did not move their tongues againft 
them, 452. 
Do unto others. as you would have others, 
oe 23: 2945 295- 591-593 6425 643: 
Saute Ge Fae 
Dreams reli¢d on by 2 people, 6. 
Drought. was great.in England, 231. 
Drupkennefs teftified againft by G. F. at 
inns in his travels, 161. 209. 293. Great 
drunkennefs at the choofing of parlia- 
ment-men, 293. 
Dwarfs not to come nigh the altar of God, 
629. 633.656. Out of Chrift all man- 
kind are imperfect and deformed, 613. 


ies 


Fe Goptians afflict Ifrael tili the Lord over- 
throws them, 192. 

Eleéticn and reprobation, 57. 99. 160, 238: 
2525 253- 409, 410. 

Embaffador with irifhmen come to difturb 
the meeting, 374. 

Embaffadors at Nimeguen, G. F.’s epiftlé 
to them, 677-679. 

Enemies, who are the worf to truth, 49r. 

Epifcopal men cannot affirm they have the 

_ fame’ fpirit as the apoflles had, 3305 


Vs 
fii pleaded in Margaret Fell’s indiat- 
‘ments 370. 
Errors in -G, F.’s indi&ttnent pleaded by 
himfelf, 370, 371, and the. fecond_in- 
‘ di&tment quafhed by errors, 374, 375. — 
See Fudgments. 
Excifee 
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Excife-man warned, 28. 

Excommunicated friends in Scotland, none 
was to buy or fell with them, 258. In 
England, 382. 

Experiences formerly had, or other men’s 
{poken and preached from, 76. 485. 


4913 492 
Fy 


ith gives victory over fin, 254. Chrift 
is the author of, 283. Faith ftands in 
the power of God, 483-487. 
Fanatics, who and what they are, 291. 
O5- 
Fabio and vanities of the world teftified 
againft, 23.649. See Apparel. 
Faft of G. F.’s, 84.95. Of a woman in 
Lancafhire, 11. Faft proclaimed by O.C. 
for rain, 231. A day of humiliation, 


278. ‘The true and falfe fafts, 232 to 
235. 281. Faft and holy days, fo called, 
462. Fafting and prayer, 668-675. 


Feafting and {porting whilft others were, 
G. F. vifited the poor, relieving them, 4, 

Fees, marfhal’s, 315. 383. G.F. could not 
pay, being innocent, and the gaoler’s, 
202. 341. 


Fell, judge, fends a warrant againft the. 


abufers of G. F. 80. and grants a fuper- 
fedeas of a warrant againit him, 82. 
Fell, Margaret, fhews to the king friends 
fufferings and innocency, 316. 
Feliow/bips in outward things will corrupt 
and wither, 368. : 
Fifth-monarchy-men’s uproar, 314. They 
cleared friends openly at their execution, 
321. They look for Chrift’s ‘perfonal 
coming, 331. Are fighters, ibid. 
Fighters are not, of Chrift’s kingdom, 287. 
Sion needs no fuch, ibid. & 229. dee 
Wars. 
fox, George, his place of birth, parents, 
and relations, 1-3. 28. 38. 124 299. 
390. 464. 470. His cloaths and wear, 
55.161. His marriage, 412. A great 
weight fell upon his fpirit, 420. His 
travels and fufferings at Reading, 285, 
286. 289. 2g8. 354. Offers his hair 
.and check to the threatener, 324, &c. 
and labours diligently in the work of the 
Lord, 647.. His perfecutors would have 
hanged him, ior. His care for truth 
and friends, 65g. He prays to the Lord, 
7.425. and for the afflicted, 28. 564, 
ac. ‘See Miracles. His weaknefs of 
body, 641. 659. His death and burial, 
659, 660, whofe name is written in the 
Lamb’s book of life, which was before 
the foundation of the world, 21. His 
. epiftle left fealed up, 660-662. — 
Fox. Mary, mother of G. F. died, 470. 
Frederickfladt, triends caufe pleaded by G.F. 


577: 580. 
Friends much abufed by prieft and people, 


Il. 


63. 78,79. Their charity to the poor, 
300, 301. 


G. 
G4er of Derby watches G. F. for evil, 


being in a rage againit him, 30. His 
vifion concerning G. F. 34. Was con-. 
vinced of truth, G. F, finding him among 
friends, 299, and afterwards he wrote a 
fenfible letter to G. F. 335. 

Gaolers of Carlifle, their cruelty againtft 
G. F. 101, 107, 103. So that the under- 
gaoler was put into the dungeon to G.F. 
for ufing him fo badly, 108.-° 

Gaoler at Lancefton, 165, 166. His wick- 
ednefs and rage againftG. F. &c.-172. 
Had been a'thief and burnt in the hand, 
173. 19g. and afterwards was put into 

' Doomf{dale himfelf, and died in prifon, 


199. 

Vaderualey at Lancafter a very wicked 
man, 303, 304, and the upper gaoler, 
Hunter, was cut off in young days’ for 
his wickednefs to G. F. 377. 387. 

Gaoler at Leicefter was very cruel to friends 
in prifon before G, F. came there, 3309, 
340. 

Gaoler of Durham, incenfing the governor 
and foldiers of Scarborough caftle againft 
G. F. was cut off in his wickednefs, 
387. , 

late goaple to be like unto him, 620, 621. 
The power of God thundered amongft 
the magiftrates of Derby, &c. 29. 

Good behaviour G. F. could not confent to 
be bound to, who had committed. no ill 
behaviour, 38. See Bond. 

Good morrow, good evening, &c. vain cuf- 
toms and traditions, forbidden, 22. 

Goods ill gotten are a curfe to men, 294. 

Gofpel is not the four evangelifts, 346. 503, 
504. 

Governments, change of, God has a mighty 
hand therein, 309. 

Governor of Dover convinced, 139. 

Governor of Tinmouth caftle, with others, 
vifits G. F. in prifon, 380, 381. © 

Grace of God teaches thofe that turn to it, 
21. 2243 which hath appeared to all - 
men, 381. 

Grammarand accidence diftinguifh the fin- 
gular from the plural, 381. ° 

Groans which broke forth through G. F. 
did reach to people and ftrike them, 9. 
52. 

H. 


He corpus, &c, for G. F.’s removal, 
307- 469. 473. 479- 

Hacker, col. his fon WWeedham’s wicked 

faying of G. F. 125. ee 
Hacker, col. cut off, being hanged at Ty- 
burn, 126. His wife and marfhal con- 
vinced of the truth, 154. ; 
7) Hagget, 
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Hagget, judge, his. wife vifits G. F, in 
Ponedion gaol, and was convinced, 186: 


Hair worn long of G. F, 163. 206. 243. - 


Hale, judge, his anfwer to G. F.’s adver- 
faries in court, 480. ; 


Hands not to be laid en any fuddenly, 269, , 


64.44 ean , 
Hat honour proud flefh looks for, 22, 23. 


111. 106. 168,171: 256. 262. A pro-_ 


feflor’s abfurd proof for it from fcripture 
(pretendedly) 174. 177-183. 185. Pro- 
feflors offended at it, 228. 285. pee 


fined for it, 196. 664; and imprifoned, , 


GG. 2:37, 284.295. 201. 211, 322.355. 
357-417. 4609. 664, ‘The hat kept on 
in prayer by J. Perrot and his party, 390. 
6725 673. | . 

Hebrew, Greek, and Latin makes no mini- 
fter of Chrift, 264. Uren 

Hirelings. and diviners for money get vatt 
fums of it by felling the fcriptures, 24. 

- K22.,; F 

nee the true from the falfe diftinguifhed, 
224 187. 271» 355+ 398. 

Hornby cattle robbed of the wainfcot, and 
bucks horns in major Porter’s houfe, 

raul 

Houfe-creepers \eading filly women captive, 
&c. are {uch as having crept into tem+ 
ples. with tithes and offerings keep people 
always learning under them, &c. 283. 

Howe of Ufrael the houfe of God, 636. 
637. , 

Humility goes before honour, 187.490. 

541- . 


me 


7 Eroboam’s calves houfes likened to the 
~ houfes called churches, fet up in the 
darknefs of popery, 77. 
Ferufalem which comes down from hea- 
ven, its {tate defcribed, 422, 423. The 
children thereof, 661, 662. 


‘Fefuits, two of them (fawning upon friends) 


difcourfed by G. F. concerning the de- 
generacy of the church of Rome, 273- 
275. 3303; who are filthy dreamers, 
dreaming they are the apoftles fucceflors, 
330, and are ina rage againft the work 
“of the Lord, 410, and perfecute to death 
for religion, 275. _.. 

A ‘Few difcourfed by G. F. concerning the 
coming of the Meffiah, 508. Others 
would not difcourfe, 518. 

Iniprifonments for not {wearing, 152. For 
tithes, and going to fteeple-houfes, &c. 
216. 237-239. 241, 242. 246. 663, 664. 
G. F. imprifoned in a nafty ftinking pri- 

“fon at Nottingham, 24, 25. In Derby 
prifon, 29-48. In Lancefton prifon, 
165-167. 171, 172. Doomfdale, 172 
to-174. Lancefton gaol, 175 to 204. 
_At Leicefter, 339. to 341. In Lancafter 
‘prifon, 355-377. In Scarborough caftle, 


- IIL. 
378 to 385. Taken at London meef- 


Ings, and had before magiftrates, 416, °° © 


417, &c. G. F. in Worcetter “gaol, 
463, 464.3; being premunired, 479, 480 3: 
and pleaded the errors of the indi€tment 
at the Kino’s Bench bar, and was fet at 
liberty, 480. 

Friends imprifoned to death, 336. 384. 664. 
665. 

hie 142. 330. 

Indian king difcourfed by G. F. and feveral 
Indians at the king’s cabin, 454. “Their 
gravity and attention, 456. — 

Indiéiment’s errors pleaded by G. F.. 370 
tO 375. 377. 474 to 476. Callsit a 
bundle of lies, 473. Is quafhed, 480. 

Informers hired in Cumberland, 351. Set - 
at work by priefts, 421. A papift in- 
former againit G. F. 416, 417. They 
make fpoil, “553. | Hilton, 555, 556% 
Shad, 573. 

Innkeepers inW ales, their tPeachery toG.F.’s 
horie, 239, 240,. Another of Topfham 
burns G. F.’s leathern girdle, 161. 

Inquifition, friends travelling in the fervicé 
of the Lord were many times in danger 
thereof, but preferved, 113. And at 
Dunkirk, 139. Two women friends 
were in the inquifition at Malta, 335. | 

Ireland friends charity for the relief of 
friends fufferers in England, sgr. 

Fudge and juries wrong proceedings in 

. G. Fs cafe, 474,475. A judge’s bafe 
expreflion, 472. <A judge of Holland 
difcourfed by G. F. 518. 

Judging ; the church of Chrift hath power 
and ability to judge, 529-531. §93-599- 
644, 645. 

Judgments of God, on Derby, 48: Upor 
a falfe accufer of G. F. 61, 62s Ona__ 
perfecutor, 88. Upon Adam Sands, gt-. 
On two perfecuting juftices of Carlifle, 
113. On confpirators againft G. F. 
119. On captain Drury, 128: Ona 
mocker of friends meetings, 292, 293. 
On Prefton’s wife, 303. Upon New 
England, 327, 328. An Independent 
Scottifh paftor, 254, 255. A foldier 
{peaking evil of the light, 261. Upon 
perfecuting envious officers, 344, 345: 
Upon a perfecutor in Cornwall, 347. 

-In Lancafhire, 357. On juftice Fle- 
ming, 361, 362. On major Wiggan; 
362. On perfecutors and bad men, 384, 
385. On juftices, G. F.’s perfecutors, 
386, 387. On a perfecuting juftice, 
389. Upon a common fwearer in Bar- 
badoes, 429. On juftice Simpfon, 476 ; 
and on juftice Street, ibid. On perfe- 
cuting powers, 291, 292. ~ 

Day of Fudgment. See Day. 

Fuftices fair promifes at Worcefter affize 

_ broken, 466, 467. Enfnaring queftions, 
rt aera ' 
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Fuftices fitting about hiring fervants were 
admonifhed and exhorted by G. F. to 
juitice, and the fervants to do their duty, 
16. Courts of juftice warned by G. F. 
to do juftly; 23. - 


K. 


Eat, captain, his bafe carriage toG. F. 
164, 105. . 
King Charles Il. his coming in, 285. 298. 


O7. 

ol Bing’s judges executed, 321. To the 
king and council, a declaration, 317- 

a 

Kings of France and Spain, and the pope, 
to prove all things, &c. in an epiftle of 
G.. F.’s to the pope and all kings and 
rulers in Europe, 135. 

King’s bench bar, G. F, being removed by 
Habeas Corpus, had his trial there, 311, 

- 312. 468, 469. 473. 479, 480. 

King’s evil, a friend’s daughter being heal- 
ed of, 481. 

Kingdom of Chrift has been fet up above 
1600 years ago, 331. Is in peace and 
righteoufnefs, 318. The heirs of the 
kingdom of Chrift are fuch as are rege- 
nerated and born again, 621-625. 


L. 


fp Acne, thofe that removed it, to 
caufe the blind to wander, were curfed, 
638. 
Languages. See Tongues. ; 
Law of God is perfe&, 10, 11. 14. Is 
written in the heart, 318. 


Lawyers muft be reformed and brought into... - 


the law of God, 17. 

Liberty and freedom man is brought into by 
the miniftry of Chrift and his teaching, 
iI. An intention was in the govern- 
ment of gaining friends liberty, 314. 
404. True liberty is in that which puts 
down fin and iniquity, 538. Outward 
liberty from prifons is the Lord’s mercy, 
600. 617. ~The falfe liberty is from the 
way of truth, 588, 589. ay" 

Life eternal is in Chrift, not in the fcrip- 
tures, 627, 628. é 

Light is not natural, 236, 237. 240, 241. 
20, 21. 115-117, &c, 125. 162, 163. 
167, 168. 208. 222. 245. Light and 
grace, 253, 254. Light curfed by the 
Scotch priefts, 253. _ All are enlighten- 
ed, 362. The light to be in the Indians 
was denied by Dr. Witty, 380, 381; 
anda doctor in Carolina denied it alfo, 

_ 451; which light gives the licht of the 
knowledge, &c. 503. 618. 624, 625. 
650, 651. 

Little Eafe, a prifon whereinto Richard 

Sale was fqueezed, that not long after he 


died, 323. 


‘TH. 


Love of God, its Seioit eave lek 9: 13. 489. 
Love and charity’s effects, 603. 645. 
Love and unity is from the Spirit of God, 
645. 


M. 


Mi iprees muft yield to truth, 1o4- 
'~ 108. 238. 244. Are to do juftice, 
294,295; and ftop profanenefs, 309, 
310. Their fword againft evil doers, 
3535 354. Magiftrates of Dantzick, 
their work of perfecution, 523-528. 
591-593. 641-643. 

Marriages 5. Stated, 383. 387. The 
proceedings thereof fettled, 395. 429, 
43C, 431.495. To be laid before the 
monthly and quarterly meetings, 395 ; 
and to have certificates, ibid, A cafe of 
marriage tried at Nottingham aflizes, 
332 333 A marriage in Rhode Ifland, 
443. Friends caretherein, 579. 

Major general of Northamptonthire, an old 
perfecutor, fharply reproved by G. F. 


209. 

Metter ; G.F. meeting with fome friendly 
people in Derbyfhire, &c. 6. At Brough- 
ton, 12. 

Meetings of friends fet up, 77. At T. Le- 
per’s, 85. Arnfide, 95. Great meet- 
ings at London, 129.8 Near Adton in 
the fields, 130. A- meeting near Lon- 
don, where friends were much abufed, 
283, 284. 


_ Monthly and quarterly mens and womens 


meetings fet up in London, and in the 

nation, 390-392-400. 404, 405. in the 

power of God, which is the -authority 
thereof, 487.490; and are of God’s or- 
dering, 603; being fet up in the wifdom 

of God, 660, 661.- 

Women’s meetings fet up, and the fervice - 
thereof, 461. 492-494. — 

Yearly meetings in Bedfordfhire, 266 to 
273. At Balby (Boultbie, Yorkthire) 
299, 300. York, 645, and at Lon- 
don, a yearly meeting, 426. 

Meetings for fufferings at Skipton fet up, 


00. 

Porverful Meetings in Ireland, 406-410. 

Minifiers went forth, 95. 110. from the 
north country over England, 114, into 
Scotland, 1 30, and beyond the feas, 138 ; 
truth {preading into Enoland, 186. 

True Minifters trial, 136 ; exercifing their 
gift, 268-273, and founding abroad their 
trumpets, 408. 

Minifters of Chrift, 5. 7. 11. 381. 486. 
Take no hire, 444. 

Miracles wrought by the power of God,. 
155. She that was ready to die raifed up 
again, 158. The lame made whole, gs. 
The difeafed reftored, 481. A diftracted: 
woman healed, 26. See Trouble of mind. 
A great man given ever by phyficians 

3 reftored, 


Wi Ne DIE: x: 


reftored, 28. 341. G.F. prays for a 
woman ready to die, 158. and for a dif- 
tracted woman at Chichefter, 159. Re- 
ftores John Jay’s neck broke (as the peo- 
ple faid) by a fall from a horfe in Eaft 
Jerfey, 446. Speaks to a fick man in 
Maryland, who was raifed up by the 


power of the Lord, 448. and prays the - 


Lord to rebuke J. C’s. infirmity, and 
the Lord by his power foon gave him eafe, 
&e. 564. 

Monk, General, his order requiring all of- 
ficers and foldiers to forbear to difturb 
the Quakers meetings, &c. 298. which 
are not feditious, 320, 321. yet difturb- 
ed, 324. 394. 405. ay 

Mountebanks vanity, 23. their ignorance, 
229. 

Déckeroiis Judge, G. F. difcourfing him 

' at his chamber in London about tithes, 
549> 550+ 

Mauggletonians, 331. 

Mujchetos in America, little flies or gnats, 


444. 
Mujick and finging, 22, 23. 
N. 


Ames are given to things according to 
*". their nature, 16. 
Natures of €reatures.outward to be read 


within man, 12. 18. 75. ‘Thatall things 


" come by nature, refuted, 15. 

Nayler, James, running into imaginations, 
is warned by G, F. 205. His recovery, 
ibid. & 216... His followers, 229, 230. 

Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of Chrift’s king- 
dom, which is not of this world, 331. 

Negroes and family meetings recom- 
mended, 656. See Blacks. 

New-England profeffors proclaimed a faft, 
281. Soon after put four of our friends 
to death, and became bloody perfecutors, 
325. G.F. charged. their magiftrates 
with murdering them, according to their 
own confeffion, 327, 328. who felt God’s 
judgments for their wickednefs, 520. 

News hearing and telling, 59. 

Nicknames. See Sirrah. 


Oo. 


Ot” or engagement to O. Cromwell, 113. 

Swear not at all, 120. 167,168. Oath 
of abjuration, 151. tendered to G, F. 
163. his paper againft fwearing, read in 
court, 167, 168. Oaths and {wearing, 
314. 357-361. 647. refufed by G. Fy 
354. 382, &c. being unlawful, 382. 

Oaths of allegiance and fupremacy, 333. 
339s 340- 354-478. Oath taken falily 
againit friends, 345- Oath tendered to 
G. F. 368, 369. 373. 374 466 &e. 
’ Allegiance, wherein it confiits, 380.398. 
what G. Fy could fay inftead of it, 466, 
and of fupremacy, ibid. & 469. 475+ 


Ill. 


Offering the true and the falfe, 614-616. 
626. 629. 653. 
Old caufe, the fetting up thereof was for 
themfelves, 291. 
Oldenburg, magittrates and people, a warn< ° 
ing tothem, 665-667. Jie 
Openings of G. F's. 3. 5. 7-115 12, 13. 15. 
of the things of the creation, 16. of phy- 
fick, divinity, and law, &c. 17-21. 634... 
age hi of the faithful come to nought, 
61. 
Order of Bodmyn feffions for the prifoners 
eafe, 173. . 
Order and difcipline in the church of Chrift 
petalged, 587, 588. is of the Spirit, 
O7. 
Oxford and Cambridge teachers cannot 
make minifters of Chrift, 5. 7. 
Oxford {cholars rudenefs, 210. 


P, 


Pers their fuperftition of confecrated 
bread and wine, 274, 275. Images, 
croffes, and relicks, 273. 335, 336. Pray 
by beads, 330. 614. and fprinkle chil- 
dren, 402. Their purgatory, ibid. and 
mother-church pretended, 403. A warn- 
ing to them, 134, 13§. and their mur- 
dering falfe doétrine confuted, 379, 380. 
Pardon being offered by the king to G. F. 
he could not take it, 479. and was fairly 
freed without it, 480. 
Parliament-men difcourfing G.F. in prifen, 


sé 

Beal James convinced (1653) 103. 
Was at a difpute of G. Fox’s againtt 
eight priefts, &c. at Drayton, on an Hilk 
(1654) 122. Imprifoned in Colchefter 
Caftle (1655) 103. Is vifited by G..F. 
in prifon, 141. The gaoler’s wife threat- 
ened to have his blood, ibid. who died 
by a fall from a ladder going up: to his 
prifon, 112. Of whom profeffors (to 
cover their cruelty) faid he fafted him- 
felf to’death, ibid. 

Patience and faith’s exercife, 248. _ 

People flew like’ chaff before the dreadful 
power of God, 29. 74. People trembled . 
and fhook in Carlifle fteeple-houfe, 100. 
See Shaking. 

Perfediion, a prieft difcourfes G. F. about 
it, 471. 

siete in Chrift is above Adam’s 433. 

mperfection pleaded for by profeflors, 


4. 109. 

Parfecation judged, 86-88, teftified againft, 
and perfecutors warned, 177-185, they 
being blinded, 195. 246, 247. 310, and 
not knowing what {pirit they are of 308, 

- 309. Perfecutors to blood; 398. Per- 
fecutors reftrained, 388, 389. 3925 393- 
407. Perfecution violent at London 
meetings, 421. ‘Teftimonies againtt it, 
525-527 545-547- 557-559 063-665. 
674. 678, 67g. in its event productive 

of 
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of good, 663. "Four, friends in New- 
England hanged, 325. 327, 328. 
Phyfick and letting blood, a prieft’s remedy 
againft a troubled mind, 4. _ 
Phy/icians mutt be in the wifdom of God, 
17. 28. 229. ; ; 
Pleafures and vain delights denied, 202, 
203 
Pls? and fightings, friends declaration 


-againft, 317-321. 470. and denied 253.5 


. 383, 384. ' 
Pola sewied proteftants, 277, 278. King 
of Poland, 523. ‘Two letters to him 
from G. F. 523-528. and 591-593. 
Powers of the earth, 272. 
Prayers in fighs and groans, 249. how to 
pray, 613, 614. . : 
Protihers (congregational) at ameeting with 
GF. 30.u 
Premunire of G.F. 375. 377. of two friends 
in Devonfhire, 398. Counfellor Cor- 
bet’s plea for G. F. in court, 479, 480. 
Presbyterians meeting ftuffed with bread 
and cheefe, &c. 393, 394. ‘ 
Prefs-mafters on board G. F's. vellel, 426. 


458. 

Pride in apparel, 133, 134. 

Priefts fell the feriptures, 24. Pray by 
form, 124. their {pirit, 24. they are 
hirelings, 97,122, 123, &c. 
takers, 212, 213. robbers of the people, 

. and not minifters of the gofpel, 276. 412. 
plead for fin and imperfection 30, 34, 


48. are confounded, 55. 109. dreaded 


the man in leathern breeches, §5. A 
prieft trembles, 63. hides himfelf fror 
.G. F. 72. are miferable comforters, 41. 
Reproved by judge Fell, &c. at feffions 
for their grofs aflertions, 82. reproved in 
the ftreets, ibid. Eight priefts difpute 
againft G. F. 122. are falfe prophets and 
antichrifts,.97. Onepleads for adultery, 
468. one beats friends, 54. 405. are 
choaked by a parfonage, 28. and love a 


fat benefice, 154. 381. fo much a year, . 


297- The devil’s lawyers and ceun- 
fellors, 249. .Oppreffors 376. Perfe- 
fecutors, 192. 389. 421. 

Prophecy of R. Jones vain, 117, 118. of 
Brown’s. See Brown. A woman’s pro- 
phecy of the king’s coming in 285. 
Prophecy of priefts and profeflors againft 
the Quakers vain, 111. Falfe prophecies 
and falfe prophets, 118. ; 

Prifon of G.F. its badnefs, 370. 374. 376. 
and that of Scarborough caftle, 378, 

Prifon-keeper {truck with terror, 34. Pri- 
foners many,,281, Friends offer their 
bodies one for another, ibid. died pri- 


ey 284. 334. 356. 359. 361. 384. 
30% ; a Ant 
Prifoners fet at liberty by the king, 3135 


3145 <599- 
Pyrates, 427, 428. 439. 


‘Tithe- 


di dna 
ni + 
i iva. ORAM é 
Qe firft focalled,. 35. Mi nine Ne " . 
love to all men,.388. ... ... 


A Quoker’s upright yerdict, being upon 4 ; 


jury, commended by the judge in’ court, 
120. 


Quakers principle ftated. to, the king by... 


G. F. 476-478. - 
R. 


RR” fell after a meeting. in Chefhire., 


in a great drought, 231. 
Ranters confounded, 27. 52-54. 120, 
128. 140, 210, 331. 
at Loo, 345. ‘Their wickednefs, and 
- the judgment fallen on them, 399. G.F, 


had a meeting with Ranters in Rhode-. 


Ifland, 443. 
Rebellion and plots denied, 585. 


Regeneration muft be known, to enter into 


the kingdom of God, 621-625. _ 
Religion the reformed by tradition 


, 278. 


‘The true one is the life and power of. 


God, 308. 504. “Ihe pope’s, 273. See 
Papift. Ps 
Repentance of fome that had run out, 390. 


620. +" 
Reports raifed of G.F. falfly, 228. at Nailf- 
~ worth, 410. of G. I’. and ‘friends at Bar- 
badoes, 434. 
Reftitution made of wrong done, 25. 


, a 


Refloration out of the fall into the itate that. « - 


never fell, 423. 


Revelation of John isa fealed up book, faid 
‘the priefts to G. F. 6. By revelation . 


* God is known, 7. 


Righteous men are preferyed from deftruc-. 


tion, 609-611. — 

Rude people at meetings and inns, 228. in 
Wales, 238, 239. at Manchefter, 243, 
244. inScotland, 255, Rude fellows by 
the way fide, 259. Rude ferving men 
abufive to friends in and out of meetings, 
85, 86. and to women going home 3o1. 
Fellows encompaffing GF. by the way, 
209. Rude priefts, 303. Rude people, 
324- 350. 396. . 

Rule of life, 471. 


ea 


ee 
A ranting woman’; 


goes before the gofpel, 619, . 


GAerament of bread and wine, the denial - 
of it objected and anfwered, 214-217, 


221. 274, a 7h 


Sallee man of war that gave chace to the 
veflel G. F. went in to America, his re-.. 


' port thereof, 427... 


Salutation of G. F. to the council of Edin-, 


burgh, being had before them, 256. — 
Schools fet up for friends children, one at 
Waltham Abbey for boys, 395. and at 
~ Shacklewell 


vbw 
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ater another for girls, ibid. 425. 

402. « ; 

Scots, challenging a difpute with friends, 
were overthrown, 254. A Scotch of- 
ficer’s impicus fayings, 255. Scotch 
prieft’s principles, 252. Curfes, 253, 
254. Blindnefs, 257, 258. 

Scriptures are the words, not the Word of 

od, 93. 197. and underftood by the 
Spirit, 21. 570. being given forth by it, 


504. 

Scripture-Knowledge without the life vain, 
72 125 504. 

Seekers 330. 502. 

Separation and its {pirit, a warning againft 
it, 493-495. Pleads aliberty, 502. has 
the name of truth, but not the nature, 
§02. 512. 514-516. 520. 529-531, 532. 
543- 551s 552- 575-577. 602, 603. 
Unruly fpirits at Reading, s2r. In 
America G. F. had a meeting with them, 


442. 3 
Serpent, 8. {peaking in people, 13. 
Serving-men. See Rude. 

Seffions at Lancafter, 81-85. 354, 355. 
Leicefter, 340, 341. Worcefter, 465, 
466. 472-475. Bodmyn, 173. 

Shaking of. the houfe G. F. praying, 14. 
A meeting of friends were greatly fhaken, 
15. People fhook, 100, See Steeple- 
houfe, _ 

Sheriff of Lincoln convinced, 119. See 
Craven. - 

Sheriffs to be chofen by friends, fuch as they 
can give their voices for, 553, 554+ 

Shipwrecks called God’s grace, 293. 

Sick and afflited reftored. See Troubled in 
mind and Miracles. 

Sign, Thomas Aldam a fign to O, Crom- 
well, 286. Robert Huntingdon, 323. 
Some in fackcloth and afhes, 376. 386. 
Another before the fire of London, 386. 
Another going naked, ibid. A woman 

goin before the parliament, &c. 286. 
See Prophecy. Richard Sale carrying a 
lanthorn and candle, 323. 

Silent meeting, 58. 

Singing in the Spirit with a melodious found, 
260. 

_ Sin, priefts preach up for term of life, 30. 

Sin’s entail and original cut off, 249. Pro- 
feffors diftinguifh the guilt and the power 
of it, 283. and plead for fin, 471, 472. 
Sin’s deceitfulnefs to be watched againft, 
566, 567. ¥ 

Sirrah and other reproachful nick-names 
given’ by magiftrates to prifoners re- 
proved, 358. ; 

Slander raifed by a prieft on a meeting he 
was at, 93. . 

Socinians, 330, 331- 461, 502. 

Soldiers, one proftered G. F. to afift him, 
79. Others were convinced, and their 
wives, at meetings, 97. 99, 100. and at 
Cranbrook, 138. Another draws his 


iil. 


fword at a friend, 174. Somé could iiot 
take the oath to O.C. 113. Others 
took it, and fell into danger, r1 35 114s 
A foldier’s wicked faying of Chrift, 199s 
Several officers convinced in Scotland, 
262. Some foldiers ftriking friends at 
meeting, 295, 296. 298. ‘Troopers 
came to fee G. F. in prifon, 378. Sol+ 
dier’s teftimony of him, 385. Lewd 
foldiers in Germany, 510. Blind men 
are not lifted for foldiers (neither out- 
ward nor inward) 652. 

Somerfet-houfe, 285. 

Soul, a people holding that woinen have tio 
fouls, 6 

Spirit of difcerniag inG. F. 13.99: The 
Spirit tries doétrines, 24. and leads into 
alltruth, 222, 223. A meafure of it is 
given to every one, 362. Its fruits, if 
obeyed, 476-479. A Spirit in the thip 
and in the fteeple-houfe, 50. 427. 

Sports and feaftings denied, 4, 5. ual 

Steeple-houfes and markets, truth preached 
in them, 246. The found of: its bell 
feemed like a market-bell, 24. 29,.G.F: 
in the fteeple-houfe at Beverley and 
Crantfick, 50, 51. Mansfield Wood- 
houfe, the people fall upon him; 26. 
Steeple-houfe fhook, 75. 100. Friends 
declaring truth in fteeple-houfes, 138, 
139. 163, 164. 174. Others admo- 
nifhed the bowlers, 202. 

Streets, truth preached in them, 236. 2 385 


2309. 

Stone ‘aid in Sion rejected, 537. that be- 
caine a great mountain, 628. 

Stillne/s, the mind feels the principle of 
God in it, 276. 

Students at Aberdeen, fonie convinced 481. 

Sufferings of G:F. and friends for being 
contrary tothe world’s ways and cuftoms, 
22,23. G.F. cruelly beaten by a clerk 
in the fteeple-houfe, 63. by a rude mul- 

. titude, 80. Banifhed. See Bani/bment: 
Suffered in bad prifons, 370, &c. | 

Sufferings of friends for travelling about 
their occafions, 187. for going to {teeple< 
houfes, &c. 246, 247, 8c. laid before 
O.C. 282. 

Sufferings of friends at meetings, 283; 284. 
by imprifonments; 284. 333, 334+ 376: 
400. and after the Monarchy-mens 
rifing, 316. Some banifhed, &c. Dant- 
zick friends fufferings, 523-528. 591- 

. 6415-643. es 

ie ‘not ie 372, &c. Friends riot 
fwearing how difcerned from others not 
fwearing, 403, 404. Offices ferved by 
friends without fwearing, 647. Juftices 
and jury forfworn at Lancafter aflizes in 
G. Fox’s cafe, 369-372. Three officers 
of the court forfworn in the fame cafe, 


3742 375- a. 
Syllegifms and fophiftick arguments over 
thrown, 255, 256. 
£ Talents 


IN Di Ep xP wT. 


™ 7": 
Cy Mentss 225; and the flothful fervant, 
Oco., 


Talkers, airy, 8. 13. 172. 

Tawneys, See Blacks. 

Teacher ; God was the firft teacher in para- 
dife, 459. >: 

Tempef, great, with thunder and rain, 


Tepes made with hands God dwells not 
ih, 5. 2G. 

Temptations to defpair upon G. F. 3, 4. 6. 
8. For the trial of his faith, 9 ; was un- 
der great temptations fometimes, 12, 


13. 

Thee and Thou to a fingle perfon, 262. 
285. 291. 322. 328. 381. See Hat. 
Thieves lying hid by the highway in Scot- 

land, ‘reproved by G. F. 259. 

Tithes Quakers cannot pay, 108. 314. 
Great havock and fpoil made for them 
by priefts, 150. 322. Some imprifoned 
to death for them, 356, 357. 383. 
Friends to keep up the teftimony againft 
them, 499. 549. Tithes pleaded for by 
the priefts, 212, 213. 

Tongues and languages the beaft has power 
over, 264. 

Toleration prayed againft by a prieft, 324. 
How to ufe it, 617, 618. 

Two Thirfis in man, 8. 

Thrones on earth contended for, 638. 

Trading of friends increafed, people feeing 
their honeft dealing, 111. 

Tranfgreffion of the life of God, what it leads 
tO) 276, 277. 

Travels of G. F. into 

1657 —— Wales — 229. 235. 

Scotland, 251-264. 

1669 —— Ireland, 406-410. 


1671 —— Barbadoes, 428-438. 
; eo ade Baie 439+ 
OT 2 ee as, 4.599 fas 
Eaft and Welt Jerfey, 
» 441. 
“——= Long Iflandin New Eng. 
ibid. : 


— Rhode Ifland, 442-444. 

— Jerfeys, 446. 

—— Maryland, 448-450. © 

— Virginia, 450. 

—— Carolina, 451, 452. 

_-— Virginia, 452, 453. 
1673 -—— Maryland, 453-457. 
Returning thence to England, he went 


over to 

1677.—— Holland, &c. sor-519. 

1684. —— Holland’ and Friefland, 
578-580. 


Trembling and quaking owned, 145. 148. 

Trials of G. F. &c. See Affixe. 

Two Triers fent from Wales, both were 
convinced, 113. A pretended trier of 


fpirits confounded, *138..'A day of trial 
is coming upon all, 367. 586. 635.” 
Troubles of mind fpoken to, 26. 276.’ Of 
a woian in Maryland, for whom’ G. F. 
intreated the Lord, 455, 456. Troubles 
upon a trooper concerning G. F. 41, 


42. Seeang 

Truth is honourable, 270, 2713 is peace- 
able, 548; in unity, 602 the pearl, 
618; a narrative of the {preading thereof, 
662. 

Tumult of the people at Brecknock, 230. 

Turks and Turkith patroons give liberty of 
religion, 643. 


Vi 


Be Engeance is the Lord’s, 328. 
Vidory and overcoming of temptations 

known, 8. 153, 154. ‘ 

Vifion of G. F. of a bear, &c. 63. Of a 
defperate creature, 250. Of New Eng- 
land fuffering’s to death, 325. Concern-. 
ing the Turk, 275. Ot himfelf to be 
taken prifoner, 462. A vifion in Ire- 
Jand, 407 ; and in his voyage for Ame- 
rica, 427. The Chriftians at‘Jerufalem 
had a vilion before its deftru€tion, 609, 
610. 

Voice coming to G. F. 7, 8. (See Openings) 
The voice of the Lord to a trooper, 


Along | 
Voyages of G. F. to Ireland, 406; for Eng- 
land, 410; to Barbadoes, 426, &c. 


Ww. 


yr 4iting upon God, 290. __ 

Wales; the governor of Tenby muft 
yield to truth, 237, 238; and magif- 
trates in other places, 239. ‘The mode- _ 
ration of a town in Wales, 247. A 
lady and her preacher fend for G. F, 


243. Ae 

Warrants againft G. F. 109. 164. 250. 
261. 289. 299. 301,. &c. 35.. 389. 
405. 419. For tithes, 549. Warrant 

__againft all Quakers, 189. 

Wars and fightings denied by G. F. 3. 
42. 44, 45. ‘They arife from the lufts 
in the fall, 287. None to go down to 
Egypt for.help, 289. It is not our 
principle, 317-321, but to teftify againft 
it, 366, 367, and is not becoming Chrif- 
tianity, 677-679, being a work of dark- 
nefs, 126, 127. . 

Watches {et up in the ftreets and highways 
in Cornwall, &c. to ftop friends from 
travelling, 186.188. 191. 194, 195. 

Weaknefs of G, F.’s body, 390, by long 
and clofe imprifonment, 376, 377. 482. 
614. by continual travail, 498, and {pent 

at 
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-. vat.meetings, &c. 618. his health being 
much. impaired, 634. A great exercile 
~ came upon him, -636. 
Wicked man plagued, 384. 
_Worfpip, the world’s, 22. t 
Will-worpip, 198. The dragon’s and the 
beaft’s, 211° 212. 
The Worpip in the Spirit, 329. 
Wrongs, See-Reflitution. 


Y. 
Yea and Nay, 2. 111. Is more binding 


than an oath to many, 372, 373. 478; 
664. 
Z. 


Fal againft unrighteoufhefs, many will 
God provoke unto, 309. 


INDEX 
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A catalogue of the epiftles, letters, and papers of G. F. 


and others, contained in this volume. 


HE appearance of the Lord’s ever- 
lafting truth, &c. Teftim. (Pref.) 
p. lviii. 

1650. 


G. F.’s mittimus, by Bennet and Barton, 

juftices = — _ —" 29 
‘To the priefts of Derby ~ —_— 30 
To the magiftrates of Derb — 31 
‘To Barton and Bennet, jutices ibid. 


‘To juftice Bennet ma 32 
To juftice Barton ee ibid. 
‘To the mayor of Derby — 33 
To the court at Derby _ ibid. 
To the ringers _— ibid. 
To friends and others -—— 35 
‘To the convinced people — 37 
To the faithful, an encouragement 38 
To the juftices of Derb — ibid. 
‘To the fame —— 39 
To the fame ibid. 


To the priefts of Derby ~ ibid. 
To the juftices of Derby — 40 


To col. Barton, juftice _ ibid, 
1651. 
To the judges —— 43 
‘To the fame 44 
To juftice Barton and Bennet 45 
To the convinced and tender people ibid. 
To the magiftrates of Derby 46 
A lamentation over Derby _ 47 


1652. 


J. Nayler’s account of Lancafter feffions 83 


To juftice Sawrey — 86 
To William Lampitt — 88 
To the people of Ulverftone ibid. 
To the followers of prieft Lampit go 
To Adam Sands — gI 
To prieft Tatham, _ 92 


1653. 
A. P. to the judges of affize "101 
G. F.’s challenge to profeffors 104 


To T. Crafton and C. Studholm ibid. 
G. B. tothe magiftrates at Carlifle 107 
To friends every-where. fcattered abroad 


112 

1654. 
To friends in the miniftry  — 114 
To all profeflors of Chriftianity 130 


To fuch as follow the world’s fafhions 133 
To the pope, and all kings and rulers 135 
To the juftices, trying minifters 136 


1655. 


To thofe that fcorn at trembling and quak- 

ing 144 
To the churches in outward forms 149 
To the protector, on the oath of abjuration 


E52 

To friends, to offer themfelves for eee 
brother, &c. — 153 
An encouragement to friends ibid. 
To friends in the north of Ireland 157 
To the feven parifhes at the Land’s End 


, 162 

16 564 
Concerning fwearing = 167 
Peter Ceely’s mittimus. — 169 


E. Pyot to J. Glyn, chief juftice 175, 
To magiftrates of watches — 187 
Anfwer to Exon warrant i 
To priefts and profeflors — 192 
To friends. in the miniftr one, 4h 


I 
E. P. to Maj. Gen, Defborow ina 
G. F. to the fame _ 201 
Concerning pleafures — 203 
To the bowlers _ ibid. 
Toallthe elect =, ——— 216 
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To friends to keep up meetings —~ 217 
Judging any in meetings — ibid. 
An an{wer to a profeflor —_ 220 


Profeflors, priefts, &c. darknefs — 222 


1657. . 
The true faft and falfe — 232 
Of lufts, affections, defires — 245 
To try all things, &c. — — 246 
Be valiant for the truth — 248 
Order of council in Scotland) ——- 256 
To the council of Edinburgh -——— 257 


1658. 
Bedfordfhire yearly meeting — . 268 
To the lady Claypool — 276 
Concerning fafting _ 278 
To the parliament, of profeflors — 282 
To friends to goon faithfully — 284 
About'the image of O. Cromwell — 286 


1659. 


To keep from plots, &c. 
To keep out of powers, &c. 
Of the day of recompence 
Concerning fhipwrecks 


1660. 


General Monk’s order 
G. Fox’s anfwer to his Mittimus — 


287 
288 
291 
293 


298 
304, 


M. Fell to all magiftrates — 306 
Concerning true religion — — 308 
Againit perfecution —_ ibid. 
Concerning change of government 309 
To King Charles the Second 310 
The theriff of Lancafter’s return — 312 


The king’s order for G. Fox’s releafe 313 


Judge Mallet’s warrant — ibid. 
To friends to fend up fufferings —- 3167 
A declaration againft plotters  — 317 


The king’s mandamus to N.E. — 326 
1661. 


Of the true worfhip — 329 
Keeping on the hat in prayer —— 332 
The world faith, Kifs the book 333 


1662. 


To the king, friends fufferings — — 334 


J.Sharman’s lettertoG.F.  — 335 
The grounds of perfecution — 336 
Concerning E. B’s. deceafe — 9342 


1663. 


Of Oliver Atherton’s death — 357 
Lancafter prifoners to juftice Fleming 359 


iv, ’ 


1664. 
G. F. to Daniel Flemming — 361 
To judges giving nick-names — 364 
A teftimony againft plotting — 366 
A day of trial and exercife  — 67 
To keep out of J. P’st fpirit 368 
1665. 
Concerning tithes as ee | 846 
1666. 


G. Fox’s difcharge and paflport — 385 


1668. 
Againft the dark fpiritt — — 397 
1669. 
Ifaac Lindley’s letter toG. F. 405 
Sound, found abroad, you faithful fer- 
vants of the Lord _ 408 
Of putting children totrades — — 413 
1670. 
To Margaret Fox — 4t4 
Concerning the act againft meetings 415 
Friends to ftand to their tet — 416 
Encouragement under fufferings — 422 
Vifitations abufed — 424. 
All friends that domarry — —) ibid. 
1671. 
G. Fox’s prayer to the Lord 425 


From Barbadoes to friends inEngland 430 
Another epiftle to friends in England 431 


For the governor of Barbadoes —~ 434 
To Margaret Fox — — 437 
To the fame _ 438 
1673. 

To the fame 458 
G. Fox’s Mittimus to Worcefter pri- 

fon — 463 
To Margaret Fox ibid. 


To the lord Windfor, G. Fox’s cafe 464, 
G. Fox’s Habeas Corpus 469 
G. Fox’s allegiance and fupremacy — 474 


1674. 
To the king the Quaker principles — 476 


.H, Parker to the gaoler 479 
1675. 
To friends in Weftmoreland 482 


g 1676. 


=v. 


a 1676. 


To friénds at the yearly meeting —— 382 
Spirit of oppofers and work:  —— 493 
Narrative of the fpreading of truth 662 


1677. 
To Margaret Fox Sy =—>— 497 
A teftimony againft tithes 499 
The fpirit‘of feparation 502 


To princefs Elizabeth Herwerden — 503 
The princefs’s anfwer to G. F. 505 
Fafting, prayer, &c. soe 2 B68 
Getting the affections of people 
To friends at Dantzick 5 
To magiftrates and people of Olden- 
burg 
To magiftrates and priefts of Hamburgh 675 
To the embaffadors at Nimeguen — 677 
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The fpirit of feparation 514 
To Margaret Fox 519 
1678. 

To Margaret Fox — 523 


To JohnIII. king of Poland —— ibid. 
To friends ia Amfterdam, &c. —— 528 
Concerning prefcriptions 529 
Let life reign over death — 532 
The hurt of diforderly {pirits ibid. 
To quarterly and monthly meetings 533 
To the churches of Chrift oe 535 
To friends in prifon 530 


1679. 
To friends of the yearly meeting — 537 


Be valiant for the truth —— —— 540. 

To dwell in humility — — 541 
1680. — . 

To the parliament againft plots 544 


To magiftrates to be moderate —— 545 
1681. 


To the quarterly meetings 
Spirit of itrife and divifion ————_—= 551 


1682. 


Informers convicting friends 553 
To the fheriffs to be chofen 554 
To the people that choofe them — ibid. 
To diftinguifh truth and error — 557 
Exercifesfrom magiftrates and apoftates 558 
Feel the power of God in youall — 561 
Be valiant for the truth ———. —— 562 
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To the yearly meeting in London — 565 


To friends, a falutation — 566 

My love is to you all ——— 569 

Fruits of peace and quietnefs sr 

To all the eleé&t, &c. 575 
1684. 

To the duke of Holftein — 577 
To friends, an epiftle — sor 
1685. 

Keep out of the world’s fpirit 582 
Excefs in apparel ——. — 584 

13. To friends who are called 585 
Among all focieties, &c. —— 587 
Here you may fee when — — 589 
To John III. king of Poland —— sor 
Concerning judging - — + — 593 

1686. 


Ancient prifoners at the yearly meeting 599 
The king opening prifons — 601 
In Chrift is no feparation -— 602 
Men and womens quarterly meeting 603 
Church cloathed withthe fun — 604 
The falling away, &c. 600 
Noah and his family were called — 609 


The firft and fecond Adam —— 611 -~ 


1687. 
Concerning the two feeds .—_—— ibid. 
_ Concerning prayer ee 613 

’ True and falfe offering §—— — 614 
Caution in time of liberty ———— 617 
God’s goodnefs to mankind 618 
Repentance before baptifm — 619 > 
God’s people tobe like him — 620 
The right way to Chrift — 621 
Except a man be born again — ibid. 


The Jews rebellion, their lofs_ ——@ 625 
God fo loved the world that he 627 
The ftone became a mountain —— 628 
Regeneration and fan@ification 629 
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1688. 


All you believers in the light — 633 
An approaching ftorm 

Mofes and Chrift’s houfe 
‘Thrones on earth contended for — 638 
‘The world’s empty teachers 


Not to remove the Jand-mark ——— ibid. — 


Apoftles, hufbandmen, &c. —— 639 


1689. 
Hearing and telling news — 640 
To P. H, and friends at Dantzick — ye 
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To the magiftrates at Dantzick — 642 


Great fhakings in the world — — 644 
To keep in love and unity _ 645 


To friends in Barbadoes ibid. 
To quarterly and yearly’ meetings in 
America mad — 7 648 


1690. 
Againit fafhions, &c, ——_ -—= 649 
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Chrift the enfign —-———= “em 650 
Stand ftill, and fee falvation  — 62 
To friends in, the miniftry 
To friends in the miniftry in Ame- 

rica — 656 
To fuffering friendginIreland — 657 
G. Fox’s death and burial 
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His epiftle left fealed up — 660. 
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